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SUBJECT: FPirat Nesting Record of a Bald Eagle on the Savannah River
Plant

On the afternoon of June 3, 1986, we received a call from John
Irwin, SRFS. who reported the presence of a Bald Eagle nest on the SRP.
John stated that the nest site had been discovered by personnel! from the
University of South Carolina Archeology Unit working on the SRP, and was
subsequently reported to the SRFS. Earlier that day, Mike Caudell,
SCWMRD, had gone out to the site and reported having seen one adult Bald
Eagle, which circled in the air above him, screaming a high, shrill cry
at his approach to the nest site, John Irwin and several SRFS personnel
visited the nest site shortly after Mike Caudell. At that time, an
adult bird was again seen circling above the site screaming at the
vigitors and one immature Bald Eagle was ssen perching next to the‘nest.

On June 6, 1988, Jack Mayer, SREL, visited the site with two SRFS
personnel.

~siupmssesshasssianiimtinpeREeAuRERpPNEEN:. $The nest was located
approximately 7-9 m high in a live B8ald Cypress (Taxodium distichym)

situated {n the central area of the open flaoded portion of the shallow
pond. The water level {n the pond was apparently maintained by the
active beaver colony at the 39lte., At that time, two immature birds were
observed perching around the nest, No adult birds were gsoen. After
about two hours of observation, an approachling helicopter caused the two

immature birds to leave the nest and fly north toward Par Pond.

In addition to the Bald Eagle nest at the beaver pond, there were
s$ix active American Anhinga (Anhipga aphinga) nests, one active
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Red-headed Woodpecker (Melanerpes ervthrocephalys) cavity nest and one
active Great Blue Heron (Ardeg lerodias) nest at the site. The surface
of the pond was almost completely covered with vegetation indicating
that the Bald Eagles were probably foraging elsewhere for food. This
same location had been checked by SREL in September 1983 during a
site-wide aerial search of the SRP for Bald Eagle nests. No nest was
observed in the field or detected in the photograph of the site taken at
that time, confirmiang that the current Bald Eagle neet {s a first-year
neat. On June 11, 1986, the site was visited again by personnel from
SRFS and SCWMRD. Both immature birds and one adult were seen at the

beaver pond.

We are taking care to not disclose the location of the nest on the
SRP in order to minimize human activity about the nest and protect {t.
The location details in this memo are provided only for those
fmmediately involved and will otherwise be kept confidential by
SREL. Hopefully, the location of the nest can be well guarded by all
agencies involved,

Currently, we are discussing research studies on the Bald Eagles
and nest. For example, analysis of food scraps about the nest would
provide information on the diets of the eagles, Sometime in the
near future, we shall provide you with a proposal for our studies.

We shall not initiate any studies without first discusaing our interests
with DOE, SRFS and other appropriate groups.

If you have any questions or need further {nformation regarding
the Bald Eagles and nest, please let me know.



