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I must apologize for writing to you about your son after so
many years. You or your family members may be the only -persons alive,
however, who remember certain things that happened immediately after the war,
and those events have becothe rather important in some official circles here.

Your son was treated in April and May 1946 at the
in , During that time he became part of a

medical study. Our interest is in determining what your family knew of those
events. (We are aware of his death in 1947, and, in fact, have a copy of the
certificate.)

We would be interested in having you write us the answers to several
questions. Which family members accompanied the child? Was a family member
in the room with most of the time? Were you aware of any special
treatments, injections, or :special tests? If so, what information was given
to you, and did you give approval verbally or in writing? Was the possibility
of a beneficial effect on the tumor discussed? Were you given any details as
to precisely what substances were involved, or what was done? Were you given
any details as to who was sponsoring the project involving your son, and what
its importance was? How, after the fact, did your family feel about the
treatment your son received, and about any special procedures?

I am, I'm afraid, beirig deliberately vague, both in our questions. and in
the role of our Laboratory, because it is important to determine what your
family remembers. We will,, in response to your answering letter (or call)
give you any information you request; we will also be happy to discuss the
matter by telephone at an hour early in your day (there is a +17 hour time
difference at this season).; Telephone connections, at least as far as Sydney,
are quite adequate. My telephone number is 312-972-7678. You may call
collect, or, if that is difficult we can return a call at your convenience.
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We are most appreciative of your help, and again apologize for the need
to make this inquiry. We have been in brief contact with a Mr. A. W.
Fleischmann, of the New South Wales Department of Health, 'in our
attempt to locate you should you feel a need for assurance before responding.
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Sincerely yours,

/h
James W. Stebbings, Sc.D.
Epidemiology Group Leader
Environmental Health Section
Division of Biological
and Medical Research
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