


ANL-7710 ANL-7710 

argonne Bational laboratorg 

APPLIED PHYSICS DIVISION 

ANNUAL REPORT 

July 1, 1969, to June 30 , 1970 



The f ac i l i t i e s of A r g o n n e Na t iona l L a b o r a t o r y a r e owned by the Uni ted S t a t e s G o v e r n 
m e n t . Under the t e r m s of a c o n t r a c t (W-31 - 1 0 9 - E n g - 3 8 ) b e t w e e n the U. S, A t o m i c E n e r g y 
C o m m i s s i o n , Argonne U n i v e r s i t i e s A s s o c i a t i o n and The U n i v e r s i t y of C h i c a g o , the U n i v e r s i t y 
e m p l o y s the staff and o p e r a t e s the L a b o r a t o r y in a c c o r d a n c e with p o l i c i e s and p r o g r a m s f o r m u 
la ted, app roved and r e v i e w e d by the A s s o c i a t i o n . 

M E M B E R S O F ARGONNE UNIVERSITIES ASSOCIATION 

The Univers i ty of Arizona 
Carnegie-Mel lon Univers i ty 
Case Western R e s e r v e Univers i ty 
The Univers i ty of Chicago 
Universi ty of Cincinnati 
Illinois Insti tute of Technology 
Univers i ty of Ill inois 
Indiana Universi ty 
Iowa State Univers i ty 
The Univers i ty of Iowa 

Kansas State Univers i ty 
The Univers i ty of Kansas 
Loyola Univers i ty 
Marquet te Univers i ty 
Michigan State Univers i ty 
The Univers i ty of Michigan 
Univers i ty of Minnesota 
Univers i ty of Mis sou r i 
Nor thwes te rn Univers i ty 
Univers i ty of Notre Dame 

The Ohio State Univers i ty 
Ohio Univers i ty 
The Pennsy lvan ia State Univers i ty 
Purdue Univers i ty 
Saint Louis Univers i ty 
Southern I l l inois Univers i ty 
The U n i v e r s i t y of T e x a s a t A u s t i n 
Wash ing ton U n i v e r s i t y 
Wayne S ta te U n i v e r s i t y 
The U n i v e r s i t y of W i s c o n s i n 

NOTICE 

This r e p o r t was p r e p a r e d a s an a c c o u n t of w o r k s p o n s o r e d 
by the Uni ted S t a t e s Governnnent . N e i t h e r the Uni ted S t a t e s 
nor the United S t a t e s A t o m i c E n e r g y C o m m i s s i o n , n o r any 
of t h e i r e m p l o y e e s , n o r any of t h e i r c o n t r a c t o r s , s u b c o n t r a c 
t o r s , o r t h e i r ennployees , m a k e s any w a r r a n t y , e x p r e s s o r 
imp l i ed , or a s s u m e s any l ega l l i ab i l i ty o r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for 
the a c c u r a c y , c o m p l e t e n e s s o r u s e f u l n e s s of any i n f o r m a t i o n , 
a p p a r a t u s , p r o d u c t o r p r o c e s s d i s c l o s e d , o r r e p r e s e n t s tha t 
i t s u s e would not inf r inge p r i v a t e l y - o w n e d r i g h t s . 

P r i n t e d in the Uni ted S t a t e s of A m e r i c a 
Ava i l ab l e f r o m 

N a t i o n a l T e c h n i c a l I n f o r m a t i o n S e r v i c e 
U.S. Depar tnnen t of C o m m e r c e 

5285 P o r t Roya l Road 
Spr ingf ie ld , V i r g i n ^ 22151 

P r i c e ; P r i n t e d Copy $6.00; M i c r o f i c h e $0.95 



ANL-7710 
Reactor Technology 

Argonne National Laboratory 

9700 S o u t h Cass A v e n u e 
A r g o n n e , I l l inois 60439 

APPLIED PHYSICS DIVISIOJN 
ANNUAL REPORT 

July 1, 1969, to June 30, 1970 

Robert Avery, Division Director 
Fred W. Thalgott, Deputy Division Director 

Harry H. Hummel, Associate Division Director 
W. C. Redman, Associate Division Director 

William J. Sturm, Assistant Division Director 
Lyman J. Templin, Assistant Division Director 

January 1971 



FOREWORD 
I t was noted in the last Reactor Physics Division Annual Report, ANL-7610, 

that the name of the Division was changed to Applied Physics at a date subsequent 
to the period reported in ANL-7610. Thus, this becomes the first issue of the Applied 
Physics Division Annual Report. However, the material presented is totally con
cerned with reactor physics, as was true of all preceding issues. As in previous annual 
reports, this report emphasizes w'ork performed by members of the Division, rather 
than integrated programmatic accomplishments. When reasonable and possible, 
papers related to a given subject are grouped together within a Section. 

In order to assist those who may wish to pursue a given subject more extensively, 
a list of pertinent references is included in each article. A catalog of open literature 
and report publications and of abstracts prepared by staff of the Applied Physics 
Division during the reporting period is appended in Section V to further aid those 
who may be interested in having additional information concerning work done in 
this Division. 

In February 1970, the Laboratory combined all reactor safety work within one 
organization—the Reactor Analysis and Safety Division—, thus removing from 
several Divisions reactor safety work for which each had been previouslj' responsible. 
Thus this issue of the Annual Report—unlike those of past years—includes no work 
on reactor safety. 
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Section I 

Fission Properties and Cross Section Data 

In close support of the reactor program, experimental and theoretical studies of 
neutron interactions with those nuclei found in the structural and fuel components 
of reactor systems continue to be carried out. This work is performed principally 
to provide information necessary for optimal reactor physics design. The major 
portion of the effort is devoted to studies of fast neutron induced processes, espe
cially those which are important in fast reactors. The studies .are directed toward 
neutron elastic and inelastic scattering, neutron induced reactions including 
capture, and to characteristics of the fission process. 





I - l . Fast N e u t r o n Total and Scatter ing Cross Sect ions of B i s m u t h ' 

A. B. SMITH, J. F. WHALEN, E . BARNARD,* J. A. M. DE VILLIERS* and D. REITMANN* 

Total neutron cross sections of bismuth were meas
ured with resolutions > 1 keV over the energy range 
0.2 to 1.4 MeV. Differential elastic scattering cross 
sections were determined at intervals <50 keV from 
0.3 to 1.5 MeV with resolutions ot approximately 20 
keV. The inelastic neutron excitation of a state at 896 
± 1 keV was observed and the respective differential 
excitation cross sections determined with incident reso
lutions > 1 0 keV. Partially resolved resonance struc
ture was evident in all the measured values as illus
trated in Fig. I - l - l . The experimental results were 
assayed for possible intermediate structure and were 
compared with the results of optical model and sta
tistical calculations. The model calculations were cog
nizant of the fluctuation and correlation ot compound-
nucleus resonance widths and ot the shell closure at 
N = 126. 

The experiments reasonably achieved the objective 
ot providing well-defined total, elastic, and inelastic 
neutron scattering cross sections ot bismuth up to inci
dent neutron energies of approximately 1.5 MeV. The 
energy-averaged total and elastic scattering cross sec
tions were well described by a surface absorption opti
cal potential and statistical theory. Best agreement 
between experiment and calculation was achieved with 
a surface absorption smaller than that found widely 
applicable in other mass regions. This reduced absorp
tion was attributed to the effects of the shell closure at 
Z = 82 and .V = 126 and is consistent with similar 
effects reported elsewhere. The optical potential and 
statistical theory led to calculated inelastic scattering 
cross sections approximately 15% larger than observed 
experimentally. Fluctuation corrections to the calcu
lated inelastic scattering led to only marginally im
proved agreement with experiment. The optical poten
tial derived from the present measurements was ex
tended to a wider energy range and found qualita-

* Atomic Energy Board, Pelindaba, Transvaal , Republic 
of South Africa. 

F I G . I - l - l . Differential Cross Sections for the Excitation of 
the 896 keV State in Bismuth at a Scattering Angle of 90 deg. 
Crosses Indicate the Results of the Present Fine Resolution 
Measurements. Solid Circles Are the Result of the Angle 
Integral of Fine llesoltition Differential-Angular Distributions 
Divided b.v 4:r. Solid Squares Denote the Results of Broad 
Resohition Measurements. Vertical Bars Indicate Cross Sec
tion Uncertainties. The Triangular Datum Point Indicates the 
Value Given in Ref. 2. The Solid Curve Indicates the Result of 
Hauser-Feshbach Calculations^ and the Dashed Curve Indi
cates Calculated Values Inclusive of Correction Factors as 
Described in Ref. 4. .t.YL Neg. Ko. US-iSl,7 Rev. 1. 

tively descripti^'e of reported experimental values. 
Howev^, the potential was not unique. Considerable 
energy-dependent structure was observed in the meas
ured cross sections. A quantitative assay of the struc
ture observed in the total cross sections led to results 
consistent with well-known compound nucleus reso
nance structure and the experimental resolution. 
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1-2. Fast Neutron Total and Scattering Cross Sect ions of Ho-165" 

J. MEADOWS, A. B. SMITH, J. WHALEN and T. D. BEYXON* 

Total neutron cross sections of Ho-165 were meas
ured from 0.1 to 1.5 MeV with resolutions of <2.5 
keV. The observed total cross sections varied slowly 
with energy and displayed no significant structure. 
Differential neutron elastic and inealistic scattering 
cross sections were determined at intervals < 50 keV 

3 1 
^^^^^^^^^^^^....^^ 

Ep.MeV 
I F IG . 1-2-1. Summary of Measured Differential Elastic 
Scattering Cross Sections of Ho-165 Expressed in Format of 
the Illtistrated Legendre Expansion. Curves Indicate the Re-
siUts of Spherical and of Deformed Potential. ANL Neg No 
iie-trs. 

from 0.3 to 1.5 MeV with results illustrated in Fig. 
1-2-1. The inelastic excitation ot states in Ho-165 at 
98, 214, 371, 460, 517, 586, 712, 824, 995, 1104 and 1143 
keV was positively observed with probable identifica
tion ot several additional states. (See Fig. 1-2-2.) The 
prominent excitation cross sections were correlated 

* University of Birmingliam, Birmingham, England 
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FiQ. 1-2-2. Measured Inelastic Cross Sections of Ho-165. 
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Curves Indicate the Results of Calculations Using Spherical 
and Deformed Optical Potentials and Statistical Formalism 
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with known single-particle and collective states and 
with excited structure postulated from systematics. 

The experimental values extended over an apprecia
ble energy range and included consistent total and par
tial cross sections. Calculations based ui)on a simple-
spherical optical-potential and statistical concepts^ 
were reasonably descriptive of the experimental re
sults. Interpretation based upon a more physically ac
ceptable detormed-potential and coupled-channel 
formalism^ led to a good agreement with measured 
total neutron cross sections and gave a better descrip
tion of elastic scattering processes than obtained with 
the spherical model. The potential parameters ot the 
spherical and the deformed potential models were in
dependently selected and not particularly similar, indi
cating a lack ot uniqueness. Inelastic neutron scatter
ing cross sections calculated from the Hauser-Fesh
bach formalism^ and spherical potential qualitatively 
agreed with experimental observation but quantita
tively deviated from measurement. Use of the de
tormed-potential and the introduction of channel-cou
pling did not appreciably improve the agreement be
tween measured and calculated inelastic excitation 

cross sections. Generally, at the energies ot the present 
experiments direct-inelastic processes were calculated 
to be < 10% ot the obser\'ed inelastic cross sections. 

The effects of resonance-width fluctuations and cor
relations were examined and found to be small.^ The 
experimental results indicated that the structure ot 
Ho-165 at excitations >700 keV was considerably 
more complex than previously reported. A speculative 
structure was suggested consistent with the present ex
perimental observation and with a logical extension of 
established systematics. 
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1-3. Fast Neutron Total and Scattering Cross Sect ions of the 
Even M o l y b d e n u m Isotopes 

P. LAMBROPOULOS, J. WHALEN and A. B. SMITH 

Molybdenum is a structural material used in reactors 
and critical assemblies. Macroscopic molybdenum dis
placement experiments in fast critical assemblies have 
led to anomalous results. Thus from both the applied 
and physical points of view the interaction ot fast 
neutrons with molybdenum is of interest. For this 
reason the elastic and inelastic scattering cross sections 
and the total cross sections ot the isotopes Mo-92, 94, 
96, 98 and 100 were determined for incident neutron 
energies from 0.1 to 1.6 MeV.* Typical results are the 
total and elastic scattering cross sections ot Mo-98 
shown in Fig. 1-3-1 and the inelastic excitation cross 
sections of Mo-98 illustrated in Fig. 1-3-2. 

The even isotopes of molybdenum belong to a large 
class of even-even nuclei in the mass region 66 < A < 
150 whose low lying excited states are of a collective 
nature but cannot be rigorously assigned to either pure 
rotation or vibration configurations. This was pointed 
out by Scharff-Goldhaber and Weneser,' and a theoret-

* The experimental measurements are complete and the 
numerical data are available on request from the .authors. 

ical interpretation based on the collective model was 
given by Davydov and Filippov.- These authors con
sidered the Bohr collective Hamiltonian for axially-
symmetric even-even nuclei. By solving directly the 
Schroedinger equation, they showed that the low lying 
collective excitations of such nuclei can be classified 
into two types: excitations which do not involve an 
appreciable change in the nuclear quadrupole moment, 
and excitations in which the quadrupole moment 
changes considerably. As a result, the first excited 
state tends to be a 2+, although in some cases it can be 
a 0 + . 

A detailed analysis of these experimental results has 
been undertaken. The present analysis has shown that 
Mo-98 is one of these few cases where the first excited 
state is at 0.75 MeV with spin 0+. The second excited 
state of this type ot nucleus ciin hiive spins 0+, 2+ or 
4+. The ratio ot the energy of the second excited state 
to that of the first fluctuates about 2.0, and it can be as 
low as 1.07 as is the case for Mo-98. 

The fast neutron scattering cross sections tor Mo-94, 
Mo-96, Mo-98 and Mo-lOO have been interpreted on 
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Taken with 1-2 keV Resolution. The Boxes Denote the Elastic Scattering Ue.sults. The Curves Indicate the Results of Optical Model 
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the basis ot the Davydov-Filippov model. The cross 
sections have been calculated using the optical model 
computer code ABACUS-2. Typical preliminary re
sults are indicated by Figs. 1-3-1 and 1-3-2. Spins have 
been assigned to the experimentally observed excited 
states. The results are consistent with the theoretical 
model as well as with y-ray experimental results and 
analyses recently reported by other authors. Several 
new levels have been found. Some of these levels have 
also been identified in Refs. 3 and 4, while others have 
apparently been identified for the first time in the 
present experiment. Further analysis ot the experimen
tal results is in progress. 
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1-4. Fast Neutron Total and Scatter ing Cross Sect ions of E lementa l T i t a n i u m 

E. BARNARD,* J. A. M. DE VILLIERS,* D . REITMANN,* P . MOLDAUER, A. SMITH and J. WHALEN 

Fast neutron cross sections ot titanium have long 
been ot reactor interest. Furthermore, the element is ot 
considerable physical interest due to its complex reso
nance structure and known deformation. Studies ot 
fast neutron interactions with this element provide a 
good test of the statistical theories or resonance struc
ture and ot the effect ot nuclear deformation in an 
intermediate nucleus near the peak of the s-wave 
strength function. In order to provide information of 
both applied and structure interest these studies ot fast 
neutron interactions with titanium were undertaken. 

Total, elastic scattering, and broad resolution inelas
tic scattering neutron cross sections were measured at 
ANL and fine resolution inelastic neutron cross section 
measurements were made at Pelindaba. The methods 
employed at both laboratories have been extensively 
described elsewhere.'"^ The total cross section values 
were deduced from transmission measurements. Mono
energetic source techniques were employed to deter
mine total cross sections over the incident neutron en
ergy ranges 0.1 to 0.45 MeV and 1.025 to 1.475 MeV, 
with incident energy resolutions of <2.0 keV. From 
0.45 to 1.025 MeV time-of-flight techniques were uti-
Uzed with a velocity resolution of ~0.01 nsec/m. The 
experimental results were consistent with previously 
reported values but displayed a great deal more struc
ture due to improved experimental resolution. Reso
nances were evidently interfering when from a single 
isotope, overlapping when from various isotopes, and 
merged when averaged to give the appearance of an 
intermediate resonance structure. 

Differential elastic scattering cross sections were 
measured at incident neutron energies from 0.3 to 1.5 
MeV and at eight scattering angles distributed be
tween 25 and 155 degrees. The incident neutron energy 
resolution was a ! 20 keV. The elastic scattering results 
are relatively consistent with the measured total neu
tron cross sections when the different resolutions and 
small variations in absolute energy scale are consid
ered. Representative angular distributions are shown 
i n F i g 1-4-1. 

The inelastic neutron excitation of states at 889 ± 4 
and 987 ± 0.7 keV was clearly observed and attributed 
to known 2-H states in Ti-46 and Ti-48 respectively. In 
addition, the excitation of a 150 ± 10 keV state was 

tentatively observed and associated with known 160 
keV (-1 —) state ot Ti-47. The corresponding excita
tion cross sections were small ( < 3 mb/sr) and only 
marginally observable. The excitation energies were 
determined from the observed velocities ot the inelasti-
cally scattered neutrons and, in the case ot the 987.5 
keV state, from the energies ot the subsequent gamma-
ray emission as determined in an auxiliary experi
ment using a calibrated Ge(Li) detector. 

The angular distributions ot inelastically scattered 
neutrons were determined with incident neutron reso
lutions ot ~ 2 0 keV. Generally these distributions were 
isotropic to within the experimental uncertainties as 
illustrated in Fig. 1-4-1. Differential inelastic cross 
sections were determined with "fine" incident resolu
tions (5 to 10 keV) at a scattering angle of ninety 
degrees. In view ot the observed isotropy the inelastic 
excitation cross sections were obtained from the aver
aged angular distribution measurements or fine resolu
tion ninety degree values by multiplying by 4IT-. The 
results are summarized in Fig. 1-4-2. The broad and 
the fine resolution results are relatively consistent. 

The experimental values were compared with those 
calculated from optical model and statistical theories.* 
The majority ot the calculations employed a spherical 
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* Atomic Energy Board, Pelindaba, Transvaal, Republic of 
South Africa. 
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F I G . 1-4-1. Angtdar Distribution of 1.45 MeV Neutrons 

Scattered from Titanium. Elastic and Inelastic Scattering 
Results are Indicated Together with the Results of Calcula
tions. ANL Neg. No. 118-SU. 
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Fill. 1-4-2. Cross Sections for the Inelastic Neutron Excitation of the 987 and the 889 keV States in Titanium. " F i n e " Resolution 

(Bais) and the Coarse Resolution (Boxes) Results are Shown. The Vertical Extent of the Respective Symbols is Indicative of the 
Total Experimental Uncertainty. The Curves Indicate the Results of Calculations as Discussed in the Text. ANL Neg. No. 118-5iS. 

potential consisting of a Saxon-Woods real form, a 
Gaussian surface-imaginary form, and a Thomas 
spin-orbit term. Non-locality was approximated with 
energ\' dependent parameters. The effects ot deforma
tion and direct reactions were assayed using a non-
spherical optical potential inclusive ot two-channel 
coupling to the first excited state. The calculated total 
neutron cross sections were descriptive ot energy-aver
aged experimental values. The agreement between cal
culated and measured elastic angular distributions 
varied as the structure ot the measured results changed 
with energj'. For example, calculated and measured 
values were similar at 1.0 MeV, but differed apprecia
bly at 1.45 MeV, as indicated in Fig. 1-4-1. Over the 
full measured energy range the calculated elastic scat
tering generally followed the measured elastic cross 
sections. 

Inelastic neutron excitation cross sections were cal
culated using the above "selected" potential and the 
Hauser-Feshbach formalism.' The calculations explic
itly considered the excitation of the 987 (Ti-48), 889 
(Ti-46), and 160 (Ti-47) keV states, assuming the 
former two are 2-1- configurations and the latter is a 
7/2 state. These states made the only observed contri
bution to the measured inelastic scattering cross sec
tions. The calculated cross sections for the excitation 
of the 2-1- states tended to be slightly smaller than the 
experimental values as shown in Fig. 1-4-2. The calcu
lated excitation of the 7/2— state, corrected for iso
topic abundance, was ^ 3 mb/sr, consistent with the 
marginal experimental observation. Calculated inelas
tic angular distributions were nearly isotropic and 
qualitatively consistent with the measured values as 
illustrated in Fig. 1-4-1. 

The even isotopes ot titanium are deformed with 
two-phonon (2-1-) vibrational first-excited states.' Of 
these the 987 keV state in Ti-48 was the major con
tributor. The excitation of these vibrational states and 

the effect ot deformation was examined using a non-
spherical optical-model with two-channel coupling. 
The form factors and the parameters of the non-spher
ical potential were identical to those employed in the 
numerical calculations above. The nuclear deformation 
was varied between 0.0 and 0.3, with 0.2 being selected 
as consistent with the present experiments and with 
values reported in the literature. Elastic angular distri
butions obtained from the deformed potential differed 
from those from the spherical potential and tended to 
be in better agreement with experiment as indicated in 
Fig. 1-4-1. The calculated inelastic angular distribu
tions showed a small asymmetry about ninety degrees 
(a few mb/sr) . Throughout the energy range ot the 
present measurements the calculated direct excitation 
of the 2-1- vibrational states was less than 15 mb and 
could not be detected experimentally as it was less 
than the uncertainties in the measured values. 

The Evaluated Nuclear Data File-B ( E N D F / B ) ' 
contains titanium (material 1016). This evaluation 
was prepared by Pennington and was largely based 
upon prior evaluated data sets.' In order to make 
available the results of the present work and other 
recent experimental values in a readily usable form the 
titanium ENDF file was modified and updated. Modi
fications were confined to incident energies above 0.1 
MeV and values at all lower incident energies were 
retained in the original form. The modification empha
sized experimental values and used model-calculations 
to extrapolate the measured values where necessary. 
Internal consistency was sought. However, measured 
partial cross sections were not always available with 
equivalent resolutions. Thus, while energy-averaged 
consistency was relatively good, the consistency at 
specific isolated energies was less satisfactory. 

Following the above precepts a modified , valuation 
was constructed in E N D F format." The rt-iilts have 
been communicated to the National Neuii.,,. Cross 
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Section Center (NNCSC). The housekeeping of this 
evaluation has been verified using C H E C K E R ' and 
the physical content examined using several ad-hoc 
graphical procedures. I t is hoped that the present mod
ification has resulted in a significant improvement in 
the t i tanium-ENDF evaluated file at energies above 
0.1 MeV. It is inclusive ot the most recent and accu
rate experimental results. 
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1-5. Fast Neutron Total and Scattering Cross Sect ions of U-238 

P. LAMBROPOULOS 

Neutron total and scattering cross sections of U-238 
have been interpreted from 0.1 to 10.00 MeV in terms 
ot a local energy-dependent, spherical optical potential 
with spin-orbit coupling. The analysis was based upon 
experimental data to energies of 10.0 MeV selected 
from the literature. Where possible, numerical data 
were obtained from the files of the NNCSC." ' The 
selection was subjective, employing judgements of the 
reported quality ot the result, the appropriateness of 
the method, and the consistency of the results both 
internally and with respect to related physical values. 
Where necessary, measured values were evaluated to 
provide readily comparable cross section values. In ad
dition, new experimental results were explicitly ob
tained tor this work including a precision determina
tion ot total neutron cross sections to 1.5 MeV,'- ' an 
extension of elastic and inelastic scattering measure
ments,^ and level structure information from the obser
vation ot the gamma-ray emission following the ine
lastic scattering process.* Calculated results were com
pared with measured total neutron cross sections to 
10.00 MeV, with measured scattering cross sections to 
1.5 MeV, at 2.0 MeV and at 7.0 MeV. Particular at
tention was given to cross sections at energies ot less 
than 1.3 MeV where detailed comparisons between 
measured and calculated inelastic excitation cross sec
tions were possible. 

The theoretical calculations were primarily based on 
the spherical optical model with spin-orbit coupling.^ 
Reaction cross sections were calculated using the Hau-
ser-Feshbacli formalism." Most of the computation 
procedures employed the computer program 
A B A C r ^ - 2 . " ' The effect ot fission and capture proc

esses, and ot resonance interference effects was com
puted using the program N E A R R E X . ' " The contribu
tions of deformation and direct reactions were esti
mated using the non-spherical optical model computer 
program 2-PLUS.'°' Uranium is known to be deformed 
and a spherical optical potential would not be ex
pected, a priori, to suitably describe the experimental 
results. However, it was found that a simple spherical 
model could give a satisfactory representation ot the 
experimental results and was very useful in the param
eterization ot the neutron cross sections. The use of 
more complex formulations, such as coupled channel 
calculations, was generally not required by the availa
ble experimental information. 

Satisfactory agreement was obtained between the 
calculated and experimental total and total elastic 
cross sections (Figs. 1-5-1 and 1-5-2). The calculated 
total inelastic cross section (Fig. 1-5-3) also agrees 
well with the experimental data above 0.6 and below 
1.4 MeV. The disagreement below 0.6 MeV can be 
reasonably attributed to width fluctuation and correla
tion effects which tend to lower the cross section. Cal
culations with NEARREX tend to support this expla
nation. There is also the possibility that the experi
mental values are somewhat too low, this being an 
experimentally difficult energy range. The disagree
ment above 1.4 MeV is due to the unobserved excita
tions which are not included in the calculated curve. 
With the above qualifications, the Parker (see Fig. 
1-5-3) total inelastic cross section may also be consid
ered to be in general agreement with the present calcu
lation. There is, however, rather substantial disagree
ment with the E N D F / B curve before revision (Fig. 
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1-5-3). This curve gives cross section values considera
bly larger than the calculated as well as the experi
mental results of this paper above 1.3 MeV. The pres
ent analysis does not justify such large values nor does 
it seem probable that deformed model calculations 
would do so. The analysis ot reactivity, central reac
tion ratio and other macroscopic parameters in various 
fast critical assemblies'" has also indicated that the 
E N D F / B inelastic cross section values before the re
cent revision w'ere too large. 

The ENDF/B-revised curve gives total inelastic val
ues closer to the results ot the present analysis (see 
Fig. 1-5-3). I t does seem, however, that even these 
values may be somewhat too large. Further details on 
the present analysis can be found in Ref. 13. 
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1-6. Fast Neutron Total and Scatter ing Cross Sect ions of Pu-240 from 0.1 to 1.5 MeV 

P. LAMBROPOULOS, J. WHALEN and A. B. SMITH 

Experimental determination of the total cross sec
tions and ot the elastic and inelastic scattering cross 
sections of Pu-240 has been completed for neutron en
ergies from 0.1 to 1.5 MeV. Theoretical interpretation 
ot the experimental results is in progress. 

Mono-energetic neutron source techniques were cm-
ployed to determine the total neutron cross sections at 
approximately 1 keV intervals with resolutions of 

about % keV.' Nano-second time-ot-flight techniques 
were used to measure elastic and inelastic scattering 
cross sections.- Scattered neutron resolutions were ap
proximately 1.5 nsec/m and measurements were made 
at incident neutron energy intervals ot 50 keV or less. 
All measurements utilized a unique sample ot high-
purity Pu-240, made available by the Los Alamos Sci
entific Laboratory. The material w-as compressed foil 
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F I G . 1-6-1. Total and Elastic Scattering Cross Sections of Pu-240. The Dashed Curves Indicate "Eye Guides" Through the 
Experimental Points. The Solid Curve Is the Result of Preliminary Optical-Model Analysis. ANL Neg. No. 116-293. 
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ot plutonium-aluminum alloy. Corrections were made 
for aluminum content (about 10 a/o) . 

Representative experimental results are shown in 
Fig. 1-6-1. The total cross section displays appreciable 
structure. This effect is believed anomalous, arising 
from the contribution ot aluminum resonances. Correc
tions were applied but small differences in energy reso
lution and/or incident energy calibration can easily 
lead to the structured behavior. Averages over energy 
intervals large compared with that of the structure 
should result in reliable average cross section values. 
The figure also indicates the measured elastic scatter
ing cross sections. These, combined with the measured 
inelastic scattering cross sections, are consistent with 
the observed total cross sections. A preliminary^ result 
of theoretical interpretation based on the optical-
model is indicated on the figure.' Further analysis now 
in progress is based upon the compound nucleus proc
esses,* channel coupling effects,^ and resonance inter

ference properties." The measurements and the inter
pretation constitute the only known detailed study ot 
fast neutron processes in Pu-240, a major constituent 
of many fast reactor systems. 
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1-7. Fast Neutron Total Cross Sections 

J. WHALEN and J. MEADOWS 

Neutron total cross section measurements made with 
monoenergetic neutrons have been extended to include 
the elements of paladium, thorium, copper and the sep
arated isotope Li-6. These measurements were made as 
part ot a continuing experimental program previously 
reported,^ using the automated on-line computer sys
tem. The resulting total cross sections are shown in 
F ig 1-7-1. 

The Li-6 data shown in the figure were measured 
with a sample fabricated at Los Alamos Scientific 
Laboratory. Another similar set of measurements was 

made with a sample fabricated in England and made 
available by Dr. E. Rae, AERE, Harwell; the values 
agree within 1% at the peak ot the resonance. The 
location ot the resonance indicated by each ot two 
data sets agree within 2 keV. 
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1-8. The Fission Cross Section of U-233 Relative to U-235 from 500 to 1500 keV 

J. W. MEADOWS 

INTRODUCTION and Kaeppeler^ disagree by as much as 10% near 1 
The available data on the ratio <7,(U-233)/<r,(U- MeV neutron energy. This is tar too large it the ratio 

235) show differences far larger than the errors is to be useful in reactor calculations or in providing a 
claimed tor the individual measurements. The results check on the reliability ot absolute cross section meas-
ot Lamphere,' Allen and Ferguson^ and Pfletschinger urements. Therefore a new effort was made to get ad-
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ditional measurements. The following paper reports 
the initial results of a series of measurements between 
0.5 and 1.5 MeV. 

EXPERIMENTAL METHOD AND PROCEDURE 

Known amounts of fissile materials were deposited 
on thin plates, placed back-to-back in a fission detec
tor, and irradiated with pulses of monoenergetic neu
trons. The neutron bursts were approximately 30 nsec 
wide and were obtained from a Van de Graaff acceler
ator and the Li ' (p,n)Be' reaction. The data were 
stored in two arrays (32 time channels by 128 energy 
channels) tor later examination and processing. 
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TABLE I-8-I. IsoTOprc COMPOSITION OF THE 
S.\MPLEs IN A T O M % 

Isotope 

U-232 
U-233 
U-234 
U-235 
U-236 
U-238 

U-233 Sample 

O.S ppm 
99.54 

0.184 
0.062 
0.013 
0.203 

U-235 Sample 

0.856 
93.25 

0.332 
5.562 

The fission fragments were detected by an ion cham
ber ot low mass construction and a plate separation of 
0.6 cm. I t was flushed continuously with methane gas 
at 1 atm. With a bias of 300 V the pulse rise time was 
—20 nsec. The pulse was clipped after 5 nsec to ob
tain an acceptable time spread and to reduce alpha 
pile-up. A time spectrum is shown in Fig. 1-8-1. The 
energy spectra are shown in Fig. 1-8-2. 

The U-235 deposits were prepared by vacuum evap
orating UF4 on to 0.025 cm stainless steel plates. De
posits covered an area 2.54 cm in diam and had thick
nesses of ~70 to ~350 (ig/cm^. The one used tor most 
ot the measurements had a thickness ot 196 iig/cm'. 
The U-233 deposits were similar but were prepared by 
electrolytic deposition. The mass analysis ot the sam
ples is given in Table I-8-I. 

The mass determination ot the U-235 plates was 
based on low geometry alpha counting and chemical 
analysis. The final value tor the specific activity was 
based on data from 10 plates. The U-233 sample 
masses were determined solely by alpha counting and 
isotopic analysis. 

CORRECTIONS AND ERRORS 

All the data were subjected to the following correc
tions : 

1. Background. The time intervals used tor the data 
and the background are shown in Fig. 1-8-1. Alpha 
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particles made up the greater part of the background. 
The correction to the fission yield was ~0 .5%. 

2. Extrapolation under the alpha peak. A linear ex
trapolation was made from the alpha cut-off to zero. 
The correction was typically 1.0% tor U-235 and 0.3% 
tor U-233. The larger correction tor U-235 was due to 
the thicker deposit. 

3. Deposit thickness. This correction was deter
mined experimentally by measuring the specific fission 
rates ot U-235 deposits of several thicknesses. The 
correction was 2.1 ± 0.1%. 

4. Detector geometry. The U-235 deposit was 
slightly closer to the neutron source due to the thick
ness of the backing plates. The correction is 1.6 ± 
0.3%. 

5. Transmission. The relative fission rate ot the U-
233 foil was reduced by scattering in the backing 
plates. The fission rate was increased by 1.2 ± 0.3% to 
correct tor this. 

6. Second neutron group and other isotopes. The 
contribution of the second group from the Li'(p,?i)Be' 
reaction was based on the data ot Bevington et al.* 
This correction w'as combined with the one due to the 
isotopic composition ot the samples.' The maximum 
correction was 0.8 ± 0.1%. 

The errors indicated in the above corrections w'ere 
generally small and of minor importance. The princi
pal uncertainties were counting statistics (~'1.0%) 
and the masses of the fission deposits. The error tor the 
U-235 mass was small, only 0.3%, but the correspond
ing error tor U-233 was 1.4%. The U-233 mass was 
strongly dependent on its halt lite. There are several 
measurements available but they differ by as much as 
6%. The value used here was (1.591 ± 0.021) X 10' 
years. I t is a simple average ot five independent 
measurements.^"' 

DISCUSSION 

The results are shown in Fig. 1-8-3. The energy 
spread is 25 to 30 keV for all points. The error bars 
include both systematic and random errors. 

The results ot three other measurements would have 
several points in the energy range we indicated in Fig. 
1-8-3 tor comparison. The results of Allen and 
Ferguson- differ by 6 to 10% and that of Pfletschinger 
and Kaeppeler^ differ by about 4%. The agreement 
with the Lamphere' data is reasonably good. 
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1-9. Fast N e u t r o n Inelast ic G a m m a Ray Studies of Arsenic and S o d i u m 

D. L. SMITH 

INTRODUCTION 

Measurement ot the energies and intensities of 
gamma rays produced by the inelastic scattering ot 
fast neutrons provides data which is complementary to 
that resulting from direct measurement ot the energies 
and intensities of the inelastically scattered neutrons. 
Lithium drifted germanium detectors can be used to 
determine the gamma ray energies—and thus, by de
duction, the nuclear level energies—to within a few 

kilovolts. In principle, the neutron inelastic scattering 
cross sections can be deduced from the gamma-ray 
production cross sections if all the gamma rays result
ing from transitions to or from the various levels are 
accounted tor, and the internal conversion coefficients 
are known. In practice, this is quite difficult for all but 
the simplest level schemes. Nevertheless, the inelastic 
gamma ray measurements provide important informa
tion about nuclear level structures and the neutron 
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inelastic scattering process which may be very difficult 
or impossible to deduce from direct inelastic neutron 
measurements. The usefulness ot this technique has 
been reviewed in an article by McEllistrem.' 

The production ot gamma rays by inelastic scatter
ing ot fast neutrons from samples ot arsenic (As-75) 
and metallic sodium (Na-23) has been the object of a 
recent study in the Applied Nuclear Physics Group. A 
knowledge ot pertinent cross sections tor sodium is ot 
critical importance because of the role played by this 
element in the LMFBR program. Both the Na^'(n,n') 
and Na^^(n,n'y) cross sections have been measured 

,1, PULSED BEAM 
nsec ) 

LONG 
COUNTER 

FIG, 1-9-1. Schematic Diagram of the Apparatus Employed 
in Inelastic Gamma-Ray Measurements. ANL Neg. No. 118-150. 

previously and the data have been compiled.^ A survey 
of these data reveals considerable disparity among the 
different cross section measurements. Consequently, an 
additional measurement was felt to be entirely justi
fied. Much ot the available data on the level scheme of 
As-75 comes from radioactivity and coulomb excita
tion studies (e.g., see Rets. 3-5). No recent studies of 
neutron inelastic scattering from As-75 were found in 
the literature at the time the present work was under
taken. 

EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURE 

Short (~1 nsec) bursts of monoenergetic neutrons 
with energies in the range 300 keV < Es < 1600 keV 
were generated by bombardment of approximately 25 
keV thick lithium targets with pulsed and bunched 
proton beams from the Applied Physics Division 3-
MeV Van de Graaff accelerator.'' Small (~1 in. diam X 
1 in. height) cylindrical samples ot metallic arsenic 
and sodium (sealed in thin-walled stainless steel con
tainers) were irradiated with neutrons and in turn 
viewed by a Ge(Li) detector which was shielded from 
the direct flux of neutrons by lead bricks and hydrog
enous material. The detector and shielding were sup
ported on a cart which rotated about the sample posi
tion permitting gamma-ray angular distribution meas
urements over the angular range 50-110 deg in the 
laboratory system (see Fig. 1-9-1). A 7.2 cm^ planar 
Ge(Li) detector and a 30 cm^ modified coaxial Ge{Li) 
detector were used in the measurements. 
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No Inelastic Gamma Rays for Neutrons with Energies in the Range of Investigation. ANL Neg. No. 116-148. 

Standard fast-slow electronics were employed in 
data acquisition. Background neutron and gamma ray 
interference was partially eliminated by employing 
time-ot-flight techniques.' Fig. 1-9-2 is a block dia
gram of the electronics. Some of the data were accu
mulated by a 512-channel analyzer and the remainder 
in 512-channels with the Applied Nuclear Physics 
Group on-line computer facility.' The separation ot 
prompt gamma-rays from neutrons is illustrated by 
the sample time-of-flight spectrum in Fig. 1-9-3. 

The current study consisted entirely of relative 
measurements. The intensities of the As-75 transitions 
were normalized relative to either the 198.8 keV tran
sition or the 820.1 keV transition. The yield ot the 440 
keV gamma ray from Na-23 was measured relative to 
the yield ot the 670 keV gamma ray from Cu-63 in a 
sample of natural copper. Copper was chosen to nor
malize the sodium measurements for tour reasons: 

1. There are several reasonably consistent sets ot 
cross section data available for Cu-63 <2'. 

2. The total and inelastic neutron scattering cross 
sections for Cu-63 are relatively smooth and free of 
sharp resonances. 

3. The experimental environment was relatively tree 
ot copper which would contribute background prob
lems. The same could not be said of iron, which is the 

TABLE I-9-I. ASSUMED CROSS SECTIONS FOR 

PRODUCTION OF THE 670 keV GAMM.4-RAY 

FROM C u - 6 3 

Neutron 
Energy, 
keV 

700 
725 
750 
776 
800 
825 
850 
876 
900 
925 
950 
975 
1000 

1025 

1060 

1075 

1100 

1125 

mb 

61 
68 
82 
93 
102 
108 
114 
118 
122 
125 
128 
130 
133 
136 
136 
137 
138 
139 

Neutron 
Energy, 
keV 

1160 

1176 

1200 

1225 

1250 

1276 

1300 

1325 

1350 

1376 

1400 

1425 

1450 

1476 

1500 

1526 

1550 

mb 

140 
141 
141 
142 
142 
143 
143 
143 
143 
143 
143 
143 
143 
144 
144 
144 
144 

most commonly used standard tor measurements of 
this sort.' 

4. The 670 keV level ot Cu-63 has spin 1/2 so that 
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the inelastic neutron gamma ray production is iso
tropic. 

Table I-9-I is a tabulation of the assumed gamma-
ray production cross section versus neutron energy as 
deduced from an "eye guide" to the ENDF-B data 
compilation.^ The available data for Cu-63 (670 keV) 

is generally consistent with this table to within ±15% 
tor Ex < 800 keV and ±10% for 800 keV < E„ < 
1500 keV. Additional spectra were accumulated at cer
tain energies using a carbon sample. Carbon isotopes 
have no low lying excited states which can be excited 
by inelastic neutron scattering in the energy range in-

O.B 

0.6 

0.4 

0.2 

-

-

-

' 

\ 

V 

n 

A 

• 
0 

1 ' 1 ' 1 ' 

i 

i \ T ^ S = 1 - exp 

V T '°-
I " B O - J . , ! 

22 N„ 

46 Sc 

«Oco 

1 . 1 1 1 1 

- I ' 1 ' 1 

( - 0 , 0 4 4 x v " 3 ) 

0012 V<Jexp(-0,8E) 

1 1 1 1 1 

_ 

-

-

" 

— 

-

1 

4 0 0 1400 

GAMMA RAY ENERGY, KEV 

F I G . 1-9-4. Relative Full-Energy Peak Detection Efficiency for Gamma Rays of a 30 cm^ Detector. The Parameters of the For 
mula for the Smooth Curve are: T = Photoelectric Cross .Section (b), ff = Compton Cross Section {h), V = Detector Volume 
cm"), and E = Gamma Ray Energy (MeV). ANL Neg. No. 118-149. 

20.000 

15.000 

°- 10,000 

5.000 

r";: 
En ' 1200 keV 

\ ' 

i\ .J.,1 "V,M1 

ll r; 5 

*»*iA 

100 200 300 400 .500 600 700 800 900 
GAMMA- RAY ENERGY keV 

FIG. 1-9-5. Ge(Li) Detector Spectrum Measured at 90 deg to the Incident Neutron Flux with £w = 1200 keV. ANL Neg No 
113-3174. 



9. Smith 19 

vestigated. Consequently, these measurements served 
to monitor the background under conditions closely 
resembling those tor sodium, arsenic and copper runs. 

Corrections to the data were made tor gamma atten
uation in the samples and tor Ge(Li) detector 
efficiency. The attenuation correction factors were 
computed from tabulated photon cross section 
information.^ The relative efficiency curves for the 

Ge(Li) detectors were measured using radioactive 
sources of Ba-133, Na-22, Sc-46, Co-60 and Eu-154 
placed at the sample position.® These data W'ere fitted 
by a smooth semi-empirical curve according to a 
method described by Paradellis and Hontzeas.'" The 
relative efficiency curve for the 30 cm' detector ap
pears in Fig. 1-9-4. 

The relative measurements were normalized against 
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FIG. 1-9-6. Ge(Li) Detector Spectrum Measured at 90 deg to the Incident Neutron Flux with Ey = 1600 keV. ANL Neg. No. 
113-3173. 
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TABLE I-9-II. YIELDS o r A s " n,n'y) GAMMA RAYS 

Relative to 198.8 keV 

300 

lYield data 

100 
43 ± 9 
28 ± 7 

— 
_ 
— 
— 

— 

400 1 SOO 600 

invalidated by electronic losses 

100 
145 ± 10 
105 ± 14 

— 
— 
— 
— 
„ 

— 

— 
— 

100 
174 ± 19 
143 ± 15 

— 
7 ± 2 

— 
11 ± 3 

_ 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 

100 
181 ± 20 
164 ± 18 

— 
8 ± 3 

— 
17 ± 3 

_ 
13 ± 4 

_ 
_ 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 

700 

100 
165 ± 19 
141 ± 17 

— 
11 ± 4 
20 ± 4 
34 ± 6 

— 
28 ± 6 

— 
_ 
_ 
_ 
_ 
— 
— 
— 

800 

100 
155 ± 17 
145 ± 17 

4 ± 1 
9 ± 1 

28 ± 5 
36 ± 6 

— 
48 ± 8 

— 
6 ± 1 

_ 
_ 
_ 
_ 
— 
— 

1000 

100 
149 ± 15 
139 ± 14 

5 ± 1 
9 ± 2 

34 ± 4 
34 ± 4 

— 
50 ± 13 

~ 
10 ± 2 

_ 
— 
— 

12 ± 2 
16 ± 3 

--

1200 

100 
137 ± 14 
140 ± 14 

7 ± 1 
9 ± 2 

35 ± 6 
35 ± 4 
5 ± 2 

78 ± 11 

— 
11 ± 3 
8 ± 2 

11 ± 3 
5 ± 2 

19 ± 3 
23 ± 3 

— 

Relative to 820.1 keV 

1100 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

— 
303 ± 50 
49 ± 11 
41 ± 12 

— 
— 

16 ± 10 
100 

114 ± 20 

— 

1300 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

38 ± 10 
238 ± 46 

30 ± 8 
53 ± 12 
26 ± 9 
24 ± 7 
27 ± 9 

100 
132 ± 20 

— 

1400 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

17 ± 6 
183 ± 26 
45 ± 8 
54 ± 9 
49 ± 8 
35 ± 8 
36 ± 8 

100 
145 ± 16 
38 ± 7 

1500 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

17 ± 6 
170 ± 31 
70 ± 14 
56 ± 14 
31 ± 10 
42 ± S 
45 ± 13 

100 
177 ± 24 
49 ± 13 

' Transitions which have not been assigned positions in the level schemes. 
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a long counter at each chosen neutron energy. The 
counts in the gamma-ray full energy peaks were deter
mined by subtracting assumed linear backgrounds 
from beneath the peaks. Although no detailed correc
tions were made for neutron attenuation and multiple 
scattering by the samples, an estimate was made ot the 
error which might be incurred by neglect of neutron 
attentuation. Compiled total and elastic scattering 
data were employed in this evaluation.^ It was con
cluded that in the worst set of circumstances, the dif
ference in the effective primary fluxes for sodium and 
copper, averaged over the sample volumes, was about 
12%. This number was arrived at by assuming that the 
neutrons which interact elastically as well as inelasti
cally are effectively lost from the primary neutron 
beam. In reality, small angle elastic scattering tends to 
diminish the deficit in primary neutron flux on the 
shadowed sides of the samples. This effect has been the 
object of some study and it has been concluded that 
the elastic scattering portion of the total neutron cross 
section can be disregarded in making sample attenua
tion corrections in (n,n'y) w^ork." Inelastic processes 
account tor a small portion of the total cross sections 
in the energy region in question (certainly less than 
30% in all instances). Consequently, it appears that 
the neglect of the sample attenuation correction cannot 
induce an error of more than ~ 5 % in the measured 
cross sections. The effect of the second group ot neu
trons from the Li^(p,n)Be^ reaction was also consid
ered. This correction was computed to be ~1.6% for a 
worst case and, in tact, is negligible over most ot the 
range. The effect ot the corrections which have been 
discussed are minimized considerably by the fact that 
the measurements are relative rather than absolute so 
that there is a tendency toward cancellation. 

The energies of the gamma rays were determined 
from a quadratic polynomial calibration curve fitted to 
calibration data acquired with the aid ot radioactive 
gamma-ray sources.'-

RESULTS 

Inelastic neutron scattering gamma-ray production 
measurements tor As-75 were made at several neutron 
energies between 300 and 1500 keV with the Ge(Li) 
detector at 90 deg to the incident neutron flux. Figs. 
1-9-5 and 1-9-6 are examples ot the measured spectra 
with the most prominent transitions appropriately la
beled. 

Fig. 1-9-7 shows the As'°(n,n'y) transitions identi
fied and the As-75 level scheme deduced from the data. 
This scheme is in good agreement with those deduced 

by other methods.^"'' The transition energies also agree 
with reported values to within the assigned uncertain
ties. The existence of a level at 864.2 ± 0.7 keV is still 
in question. More extensive measurements will be re
quired at higher neutron energies to resolve this uncer
tainty and to unravel the level scheme at higher exci
tation energies. This region is not accessible in ra
dioactivity studies because of energy limitations. 

The relative intensities ot the ks'^(n,n'y) transitions 
are presented in Table I-9-II. These data have not 
been reduced to absolute cross sections. One ot the 
valuable features of (n,n'y) reactions is the rapid in
crease ot the intensity ot a transition m t h increase of 
neutron energy above threshold. This generally permits 
unambiguous assignment of transitions within the level 
scheme. 

TABLE I-9-III. MEASURED RELATIVE INTENSITIES 

FOR P R O D U C T I O N O F T H K 440 k e V G A M M A R A Y 

FROM N a - 2 3 AND THE 670 k e v G A M M A R A Y 

FROM C u - 6 3 VI.V THE (« n'-y) R E . A C T I O N 

LK , 
keV 

750 
776 
780 
800 
825 
850 
875 
900 
910 
93* 
950 
975 
1000 

1025 

1050 

1070 

1075 

1100 

1125 

1150 

1175 

1230 

1250 

1275 

1300 

1326 

1350 

1375 

1400 

1425 

1450 

1475 

1600 

1525 

1560 

((iff/i!i)s:/(<iff/in)s: 

3.94 

2.30 

2.80 

2.39 

2.46 

1.68 

2.81 

3.48 

3.27 

3.06 

2.83 

2.79 

•2.12 

1.89 

2.30 

5.13 ± 0,59 

4.68 ± 0.55 

4.70 ± 0.76 

± 0.46, 5.20 ± 0.74 

3.28 ± 0.52 

3.14 ± 0.40 

± 0,32, 2.06 ± 0.26 

± 0,32, 2.18 ± 0.28 

2.60 ± 0,30 

± 0,28, 2.79 ± 0.40 

± 0,29, 1.69 ± 0.22 

± 0.20, 1.64 ± 0.19 

± 0.35, 3.30 ± 0.38 

3.19 ± 0.43 

± 0.41, 3.39 ± 0.44 

3.25 ± 0.36 

± 0,37, 3.20 ± 0.37 

± 0.33, 3.09 ± 0.33 

± 0.36, 2.92 ± 0.33 

± 0.32, 2.94 ± 0.33 

3.42 ± 0.40 

3.19 ± 0.40 

3.38 ± 0.45 

3.82 ± 0.47 

2.89 ± 0.42 

1.85 ± 0.27 

± 0.34, 1.70 ± 0.19 

1.23 ± 0.17 

1.53 ± 0.22 

± 0.27, 1.98 ± 0.24 

1.75 ± 0.2S 

± 0.38, 1.73 d= 0.26 

1.57 ± 0.25 

1,77 =t 0.24 

2.22 ± 0.36 

4,r(i/ff/lffi)g, , 
mb 

402 

276 
341 

296 
315 
218 
373 

473 

448 
420 
394 
390 

304 

271 

332 

420 ± 48 
436 ± 61 
442 ± 72 
± 47, 631 ± 76 
366 ± 56 
358 ± 53 
± 38, 243 ± 30 
± 39, 265 ± 34 
307 ± 37 
± 34, 348 ± 50 
± 37, 216 ± 28 
± 26, 213 ± 25 
± 46, 440 ± 51 
430 ± 58 

± 66, 461 ± 60 
445 ± 49 
± 51, 439 ± 51 
± 45, 426 ± 46 
± 50, 406 ± 46 
± 45, 411 ± 46 
482 ± 56 
464 ± 67 
480 ± 63 
546 ± 68 
414 ± 60 
264 ± 38 

± 49, 243 ± 27 
176 ± 24 
218 ± 32 

± 39, 283 ± 34 
260 ± 40 
± 55, 247 ± 37 
226 ± 36 
255 ± 34 
320 ± 53 
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The average ot a number ot independent measure
ments ot the energy of the first excited state of Na-23 
is 440.2 ± 0.6 keV. The measured relative cross sec
tions tor the production ot the 440 keV gamma ray by 
the Na-^(n,?i'-y) reaction and the 670 keV gamma ray 
by the Cu''^(n,n'y) reaction are presented in Table I-
9-III. Duplicate measurements were made at several 
neutron energies. The assumed gamma production 
cross sections in Table I-9-I were then used to arrive 
at a set ot cross sections for sodium. TaVile I-9-III 
contains these computed values ot iw(da-/dil)^^^. The 
cross sections measured in the present work agree well 
with the Na-'(n,n') time-of-flight measurements re
ported by Chien and Smith'^ in the energy ranges 
800-1050 keV and 1300-1500 keV, but are systemati
cally lower by as much as 30% in the range 1100-1250 
keV.^^ Tabulated ring geometry measurements on the 
reaction Na-'(ii,n'y) tend to support the values of 
Chien and Smith in this region, but are systematically 
high in the two regions where the values ot Chien and 
Smith are in agreement with those from the present 
work.""'" Measurements ot the Na-'(n,7i'y) reaction 
at the Texas Nuclear Corporation facility^' agree with 
the present results; however, no data are available 
from this source tor the energy range 1100-1250 
keV."^' Fig. 1-9-8 shows typical spectra required dur
ing exposures with sodium, copper and carbon samples. 
The lines used in computing cross sections were clearly 
resolved from background peaks. 

Angular distribution measurements were made for 
the 440 keV gamma ray from the Na-^(n,7i'y) reaction 
at neutron energies of 780, 910, 1070, 1150 and 1230 
keV. These data were then fit by even-order Legendre 
polynomial expansions by the method of least squares. 
The results ot this fitting procedure are shown in Fig. 
1-9-9. No significant improvement in the fit was 
achieved by inclusion of the second- and fourth-order 
polynomials. I t was therefore concluded that the dis
tributions were essentially isotropic, although addi
tional data at larger and smaller angles would have 
been very helpful in establishing this point. The essen
tial isotropy of the angular distributions, as deduced 
from the present work, is supported by angular distri
bution measurements made at a neutron energy ot 
1000 keV by the group at Texas Nuclear 
Corporation.^^ However, Towle and Gilboy measured 
the angular distribution ot the 440 keV gamma ray at 
1500 keV neutron energy and observed a measurable 
Po(cos e) contribution (i.e., A2/A0 X 0.14).'i« 
Furthermore, anisotropy measurements [W(137°)/ 
i r (90°)] at other neutron energies exhibit considerable 
fluctuations in magnitude and sign.'° These angular 

9̂==*̂  -J^ "» r*^~i 

e, DE6REES 

F I G . 1-9-9. Angular DistribiUions of the 440 keV Gamma 
Ray from the Na"(n,>i'T) Reaction. ANL Neg. No. 118-147. 
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distribution effects are still not sufficient to resolve the 
discrepancies in the various data. 

I t is not clear at this point what effects may be 
responsible for the discrepancies between the various 
sets of data on the production ot the 440 keV gamma 
ray by the reaction Na^^(?i,n'y). The various assump
tions and corrections employed in reducing the data 
reported in the present paper are being re-examined tor 
possible systematic errors. Furthermore, a new series 
ot measurements on sodium are planned and will be 
carried out with improved apparatus at the FNG facil
ity. 
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I-10. The Level Scheme of U-238 

W. P. POENITZ 

The level scheme of U-238 is of practical importance 
due to the application of uranium in fast reactors. A 
knowledge ot the level scheme allows the theoretical 
evaluation of the inelastic scattering cross sections 
which are needed to supplement experimental values. 
Different techniques are in use to investigate the level 
schemes ot heavy nuclei. Measurements of a- and y-
spectra associated with the a-decay of radioactive iso
topes has contributed largely to the determination ot 
level schemes of heavy nuclei. For U-238 this tech
nique is difficult to apply because of the long half lite 
ot the parent isotope Pu-242. Coulomb excitation with 
heavy ions has been used instead;''^ however, not all 
levels which contribute to the inelastic neutron scatter

ing process were excited by this method. In neutron 
time-of-flight measurements' ' ' new levels were re
vealed. However, the resolution was insufficient to re
solve the levels existing in the higher energy range. 

In the present investigations the y-rays emitted in 
the {n,n'-/) process have been detected using a Ge-
(Li)-detector. The Li'(p,re)Be' reaction has been uti
lized as a neutron source. The sample (2 mm thick, 5 
cm diam) has been positioned 10-15 cm from the tar
get with the Ge(Li) detector at a 45 degree angle and 
40-50 cm from the sample. The time-of-llight method 
has been used to suppress the backgrouii,.'. Background 
has been further reduced by storing the -/--ru/ctra from 
an equal range in the time spectrum ad,: f-nt to the 
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F I G . I-lO-l. Time of Flight Spectrum for Gamma Rays of 
U-238. ANL Neg. No. 116-107. 

prompt y-peak tor later subtraction. A time-of-flight 
spectrum is shown in Fig. I-lO-l. A y-spectrum with 
the background subtracted is shown in Fig. 1-10-2. 

Measurements ot the intensity at different neutron 
energies yielded additional information as to the ap
proximate origin ot an observed y-ray. This is illus

trated in Fig. 1-10-3 where the intensity of the 885 keV 
y-ray is related to the sum of the intensities of the 679 
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F I G . 1-10-4. Level Scheme of U-238..1.Vi.Vf9.-Vo.'ie-«'«, 

and 634 keV y-rays. The main y-lines observed in the 
present experiment are shown in the level scheme in 
Fig. 1-10-4. The basic scheme consisting of ground 
state rotational band, octupole, and fi- and y-vibra-
tional bands had been suggested by F. S. Stephens et 
al.^'- Three, possibly even tour, levels were observed 
between 930 and 970 keV where only one had been 
reported before.* More important is the observation ot 
a strong 848 keV y-ray which can be attributed to the 
de-excitation ot the 997 keV level. This casts strong 
doubts on the validity of the assumption of this level 
as the base of the vibrational band. Several additional 
levels remain which cannot be assigned to any ot the 
suggested bands." 
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1-11. Some Remarks on Prompt Fission Neutron Spectra 

A. B. SMITH 

Recent macroscopic and spectrum-averaged meas
urements^'^ and the analysis of fast critical experi
ments' suggest an uncertain knowledge of the prompt 
fission-neutron spectrum. This uncertainty is ot con
cern in reactor design.* 

* Expressed by European-American Committee on Reactor 
Physics, for example. 

In view of the above situation an experimental de
termination of the prompt fission neutron spectra of 
U-235 and Pu-239 was undertaken. The piimary goal 
was to test the validity of U-235 and Pu-239 spectra as 
determined by microscopic measuremi ,nd as de
duced from macroscopic experiments. '. secondary 
objective was to determine the relative av ,, gg gpectral 
energies of U-235 and Pu-239. I t was not Oi,. intent to 
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FIG. I -U-l . i laxwellian Fission Spectra Corresponding to 
Average Energies of 2.4 MeV (Macroscopic Results) and 2.0 
MeV (Microscopic Results). ANL Neg. No. 118-487. 

undertake a comprehensive spectral measurement tor 
neutron energies from 0 to oo. 

With this objective in mind, one seeks sensitive in
dexes commensurate with experimental capability and 
precision. Figure I - l l - l shows two spectral distribu
tions generated assuming a Maxwellian shape. The 
distribution with an average energy of 2.4 MeV is con
sistent with macroscopic results; that with an average 
energy ot 2.0 MeV is descriptive of the results ot a 
number ot microscopic measurements. The two distri
butions do not differ by large amounts, perhaps 25% 
near 4.0 MeV. Such differences are very difficult to 
determine when dealing with continuum spectra in the 
interval 3-5 MeV. A more suitable area for investiga
tion occurs at energies below 2.0 MeV. As shown in 
Fig. 1-11-2, there are differences at low energies and 
these become considerable when compared with the 
results of macroscopic interpretation carried out by 
McElroy.' Further, at these low energies good relative 
spectral measurements are possible. Thus this work 
primarily emphasized a careful determination at neu
tron energies below 2.0 MeV. 

Pulsed beam time-of-flight techniques were em
ployed throughout the work. Spectra were observed 
concurrently at eight scattering angles between ~ 2 5 
and ~155 deg and at incident neutron energies ot 
between 100 and 450 keV. Sixteen detector energy 
biases were employed with selection such as to void 
scattered neutrons. Effective time resolutions were 1.5 
to 2.0 nsec/m. Samples were U-235 (enriched to 
- 9 5 % ) and Pu-239 (enriched to ~97%) . Detector 
sensitivity was carefully determined to energies of 
~1.6 MeV using scattering from a carbon standard 
corrected for multiple scattering, flux attentuation, etc. 

Approximately fifty spectral determinations were 
made. The initial measurements were qualitative, made 

En, MsV 

F I G . 1-11-2. Comparison of Maxwellian Fission Neutron 
Spectra Over a Lower Neutron Energy Range. ANL Neg. No. 
116-486. 
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F I G . 1-11-3. Relative.Spectrumof Neutrons from the Fission 
of U-236 Induced by 126 keV Neutrons. No Sensitivity Correc
tions Have Been Made to the Data. ANL Neg. No. 116-485. 

in an effort to establish a best set of expei'imcntal con
ditions. Only these initial measurements have been 
reasonably reduced to energy spectra at this time. A 
typical result is shown in Fig. 1-11-3 where relative 
counting rate is given as a function of energy. The 
sample was U-235 and the incident neutron energy 125 
keV. No detector sensitivity correction has been ap
plied to these results. More complete data, now being 
processed, have an uncertainty —'/s that of this illus
tration. 

Generally, at this point, the results are entirely con
sistent with the previous microscopic results. 
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1-12. Analysis of Intermediate Structure in the Fission Cross Section of Pu-239 

YASUYUKI KIKUCHI 

The intermediate structure observed in recent Pu-
239 fission cross section data is considered to be caused 

T.\l iLE I-12-I. INTERMEDIATE RESONANCE PARAMETERS 

£., 
eV 

83 
264 
490 
791 
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1145 

1335 

1608 

1801 

2301 
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2677 

2788 

2953 

3160 
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4192 
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5236 
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eV 

22 
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17 
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10 
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5.0 
1.3 
6.2 
1.2 
4.2 
1.0 
2.7 
0.12 

0.65 
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eV 
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by structure in the fission width ot the 1+ state because 
of the existence ot a quasi-stable state at the second 
minimum point of a double-humped fission potential. 

The formulation ot the fission width with a double-
humped potential has been developeed by Lynn' and 
Weigmann.- According to these authors, the mean 
value of the fission width at energy E is expressed as 

<r/<«) 
WITI 

(E - £.-: VA, (TI 

and the statistical distribution is a ̂ ^-distribution with 
one degree ot freedom.̂  Et, F,' and 17? are the energy, 
the decaying width into fission, and a measure ot the 
coupling with Class I states ot the ith Class II state 
respectively, and these are defined as the intermediate 
resonance parameters of the tth Class II state. 

In the present analysis, the Petrel data* for the fis
sion cross section were used. The actual procedure was 
as follows. 

First, the Petrel data were averaged over several 
energy intervals. Atter a trial and error procedure, 
averaging over intervals between 50 and 100 eV was 
found most appropriate. In the actual calculation, 100 
eV intervals which overlap each other (0-100, 50-150, 
100-200, • • • eV) were mainly used but some 50 eV 
intervals were also used. 

Secondly, the contributions from the states other 
than the 1+ state were calculated with resonance 
parameters from the ENDF/B version II compilation. 
These contributions were then subtracted from the 

T.\BLE I-12-II. T H E ESTIMATED PARAMETERS FOR THE 

FISSION BARRIER OF P U - 2 4 0 , MeV 

Eg (neutron binding energy) 
V^ (the first barrier height) 
V[i (the second minimum point) 
VB (the second barrier height) 

6.0 (for lu.! , 0.3 MeV) 
2,^-L',9 
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average cross section deduced from the Petrel data to 
obtain the cross section of the 1 + state. The statistical 
uncertainty due to the small sampling was also con
sidered.'' 

Finally, an initial guess of the intermediate reso
nance parameters was made, based on an inspection of 
the structure in the fission cross section of the 1+ state. 
A least squares fitting method was then employed to 
obtain the final values ot the intermediate resonance 
parameters. (Further discussion ot the overall pro
cedure is presented in Rets. 6 and 7.) 

The intermediate resonance parameters thus ob
tained are tabulated in Table I-12-I. From these values 

the barrier height of the double-humped potential can 
be estimated. The results are shown in Table I-12-II. 
The fission widths obtained from the intermediate 
resonance parameters are compared with E N D F / B 
values in Fig. 1-12-1. With these fission widths, the 
fission cross sections were calculated and compared 
with the Petrel data in Fig. 1-12-2. 

The intermediate structure in the fission cross sec
tion can be described very accurately with 36 sets ot 
intermediate resonance parameters. Hence, this inter
mediate resonance parameter representation will re
duce the computer memory requirement tor input data 
tor reactor calculations. 

1000 T—rn—\—I I 1 1 I— 111—\—\—i-T \ p i—n—i \—\—\—i—r~i—1~^—i—i i i —\—r r ' ' ' I I ' ' ' ' I I ' ' ' ' I 

1 1 1 I I I 1 1 I L J I l l l L J I I I j 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 I 1 I 1 I I 1 1 

E 0 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0 2.5 3.0 3.5 4.0 

•^looo FT—1—1—\—n—1—1—1—I—1—1—1—1—r~i—r~i—rrn—i—i—i—I—i—i—r̂  

100 

I 1 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 I I I 1 I 1 . 1 1 I 

4.0 4.5 5,0 5,5 6,0 6,5 7,0 7,5 8,0 
E n . k e V 

F I G . 1-12-1. Fission Width of the 1+ State. The Solid Line is Calculated from the Intermediate Resonance Parameters. The Point 
and the Dashed Line Indicate the Evaluated Values in the E N D F / B File and the Recommended Interpolation (Linear-Linear). 
ANL Neg. No. 118-209. 
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F I G . 1-12-2. Fi-ssioii Cross Section. The Points Designated by Triangles with Horizontal Lines are the Petrel Da ta Averaged 
over 50 eV Intervals. The Histogram with a Solid Line is Calculated from the Intermediate Resonance Parameters. The Data 
Points Designated by Open Circles Connected with a Dashed Line are Obtained from the E N D F / B Compilation. The His
togram with a Dashed Line below 300 eV is Obtained from the Uesolved Resonance Parameters in the E N D F / B File. ANVNeg. 
No. 116-205. 
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1-13. Analysis of Intermediate Structure in the Fission Cross Sect ion of Pu-241 

YASUYUKI KIKUCHI 

Recent Pu-241 fission cross section data show an 
intermediate structure similar to that of Pu-239. This 
structure is expected because of the effect of the dou
ble-humped fission potential, since the structure of 
Pu-239 can be explained very well by assuming a dou
ble-humped fission potential' (see Paper 1-12). Hence 
the same procedure was employed to analyze Pu-241 
as was used to analyze the structure of Pu-239. 

The following two points are, however, considered 
differently in the two cases. First, it is not clear for 
Pu-241 which state, the 2+ or the 3+ state, has the 
intermediate structure. According to the analysis by 
Kikuchi and An from channel theoiy,- the 2+ state has 
one completely open channel. The second channel of 
the 2+ state and the first channel of the 3+ state be
long to the same vibration band (a gamma-vibration) 
and can be considered to be subthreshold channels. 
Therefore we assume that the 3+ state has the structure 
because the intermediate structure is predominant in a 
subthreshold channel. Expressions for r)̂ "*"' and rj 
averaged over many intermediate states are 

TABI.K I-13-I. INTEKMI;DI.VTE RESONANCE PARAMETERS 

(3-H / 

1 / 2ir 
(l + P) 

E,, 
eV 

240 
404 
534 

1050 
1540 
1707 
1921 
2280 
2491 
2806 
3031 
3247 
3401 
3771 
3900 
4164 
4298 
4641 
4947 
6200 
5471 
5903 

Mean 

rT, 
eV 

33 
30 
25 

109 
170 

11 
173 
95 
80 
10 

110 
22 
10 

182 
27 
32 
20 

102 
72 
18 

107 
106 

70 

wl 
(eV)' 

5,5 
2.9 
1.3 
1.8 
2.5 
0.3 
0.6 
0.62 
1.2 
2.1 
9.0 
3.1 
0.6 
4.5 
0.04 
1.3 
1.9 
2.1 
3.2 
1.1 
1.5 
2.1 

2,3 

Peali Value, 
eV 

0.667 
0.387 
0.208 
0.066 
0.059 
0.109 
0.014 
0.026 
0.060 
0.840 
0.327 
0.564 
0.240 
0.099 
0.095 
0.163 
0.380 
0.082 
0.178 
0.244 
0.056 
0 079 

0.129 

TABLE^-13-II . T H E ESTIMATED PARAMETERS FOR THE 

FISSION BARRIER OF Pu-240, MeV 

where D is the mean level spacing and P is the pene
trability of the gamma vibration channel. 

Secondly, the s-wave strength function evaluated by 
Yiftah et al.^ (s„ = 1.3 X IQ-*) upon which the 
E N D F / B value depends, was found to be too small to 
obtain the peak values of the structure. Hence we used 
the larger value from the total cross section measure
ment by Craig and Westcott"' (so = 1.9 X IO"*). 

The intermediate resonance parameters thus ob
tained and the parameters of the fission potential shape 
estimated from these intermediate resonance param
eters are tabulated in Tables I-13-I and I-13-II, re
spectively. The fi.ssion widths obtained from these 
intermediate resonance parameters are compared with 
E N D F / B values in Fig. 1-13-1. The present calculated 
value is smaller because of the assumed large strength 
function. The calculated fission cross sections are com
pared with the Petrel data in Fig. 1-13-2. The inter
mediate structure is very well described with the 
intermediate resonance parameters. (A more detailed 

Ef, (neutron binding energy) 
I'.i (first barrier height) 
Vii (second minimum point) 
TH (second barrier height) 

5.52 
5.6 

2.6-3.0 
4,5-5,0 

discussion of the procedures employed is presented in 
Ref. 5.) 
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F I G . 1-13-1. Fission Width of the 3+ State. The Solid Line is Calculated from the Intermediate Resonance Parameters. The 
Points and the Dashed Line Indicate the Evaluated Values in the ENDF/B File and the Recommended Interpolation (Linear-
Linear). ANL Neg. No. 118-203. 
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F I O . 1-13-2. Fission Cross Section. The Points Designated by Triangles with Horizontal Lines are Ihe Petrel Data Averaged 
over 100 eV Intervals. The Points Designated with Closed Circles Connected with a Solid Line are Calculated from the Interme
diate Resonance Parameters. The Data Points Designated by Open Circles Connected with a Dashed Line are Obtained from the 
ENDF/B Compilation. ANL Neg. No. 116-207. 

1-14. Recent Experimental Data for Heavy Nuclei 

W. P. POENITZ 

The present knowledge of experimental nuclear data 
for fertile and fissile nuclei above the resonance energy 
region has been reviewed for presentation at the Second 
IAEA Conference on Nuclear Data for Reactors. Be
cause of the large amounts of data involved the review 
has been restricted to those heavy nuclei and their 

properties which have the strongest influence on the 
neutronics of fast reactors. Therefore, the considera
tion for nuclear data of U-S3S, U-238 and Pu-239 
has been emphasized. The capture and fission cross 
sections as well as v, of these nuclei represent the nega
tive and positive sources of neutrons in a reactor and 
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F I G . 1-14-1. The Total Cross Section of U-238. ANL Neg. No. 118-100. 

are thus of predominant importance. The importance 
of the inelastic scattering cross sections lies in their 
influence on the neutron energy spectrum in a reactor. 

FAST NEUTRON TOTAL AND SCATTERING 

CROSS SECTIONS 

THE TOTAL C R O S S SECTIO.V OF URANIUM 

Measurements of absolute total cross sections have 
always been considered to be relatively easy because 
no determination of the absolute neutron flux or the 
detector efficiency has to be carried out. However, even 
with this consideration, discrepancies up to 15 percent 
exist between different measurements. Particularly 
notable were the low total cross section data reported 
for uranium and thorium in Ref. 1 and some new high 
resolution data for several elements in Ref. 2 which 
are discrepant up to 15 percent compared to previous 
measurements which had been considered to be reliable. 

Data of the total cross section of U-238 are shown in 
Fig. 1-14-1 for the energy range 100-1200 keV. The 
data of Divadecnam-' are about 10-15 % higher and 
replace the previous results given in Ref. 1. They agree 
very well with measurements by Henkel* and by Adair.' 
Measurements by Meads,' Uttley et al.' and Whalen' 
yield values which are up to 6% higher in the energy 
range from 200-400 keV. The data from both groups 

agree at 100 keV, the energy at which values were also 
measured by Hibdon ;ind Langsdorf.' Above 500 keV 
both groups are also in agreement. Recent measure
ments by Smith^'* in the higher energy range confirm 
both the measurements by Heiikcl' and by Uttley 
et al.' which are, however, discrepant at lower energies. 
On the basis of the data shown in Fig. 1-14-1 it seems 
feasible to .suggest values for the total cross section 
for uranium with an approximate uncertainty of 3 % . 

INELASTIC SCATTERI.NG CROSS SECTION OF U-23S 

The inelastic scattering cross section of U-238 ap
pears to be the best measured of any nuclei with .4 > 
220. Extensive measurements have been reported by 
Barnard et al." These measurements have been carried 
out with sufficient resolution fo resolve most of the 
important levels up to about 1.1 MeV. An appreciable 
contribution to the inelastic scattering process has been 
observed from two levels, 930 and 960 keV,—levels 
unknown from Coulomb-excitation experiments. Recent 
Ge(Li)-detector measurements confirmed the existence 
of these levels (930.5 and 966.5 keV) ami showed the 
presence of a third level at 950.5 keV."- J'or energies 
above 1.1 MeV Barnard et al." reported - \eral levels 
which contribute about 1.2 b to the total unLi^tic cross 
section at 1.6 MeV. 

The measurements by Barnard et al.' i ,,,„ j,ggQ 
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F I G . 1-14-2. Inelastic Scattering Cross Sections of U-238. ANL Neg. No. 118-1 

carried out at 90 deg only. The cross sections reported 
at that angle have been multiplied by 4ir, and are 
shown in Fig. 1-14-2. The energies given in Fig. 1-14-2 
are from Ge(Li)-detector 7-ray measurements.'^ Recent 
measurements by Smith^^ at 8 angles showed that the 
anisotropy does not exceed 10%. These new measure
ments by Smith are also shown in Fig. 1-14-2. In 
addition, Smith measured cross sections for the sum 
of several levels which indicate that the values obtained 
by Barnard et al." at 1.6 ^leV for several cross sections 
might be too high. The agreement between the two 
sets of measurements shown in Fig. 1-14-2 is good. 
This may, however, be deceptive because the sum of 
the elastic and inelastic scattering cross section as 
measured by Barnard et al." exceeds the total cross 
section by 10-30%. A comparison for the total inelastic 
cross section at 1.0 MeV has been given in Table I-14-I. 
The values given by Barnard et al." are based upon 

an analysis by Schmidt." The values measured by 
Smith'^ have been corrected for missing levels above 
1.3 MeV as indicated in T.able I-14-I. The sum of the 
total inelastic scattering cross section and the elastic 
scattering cross section as measured by Smith is 6.57 6, 
which compares very well with 6.60 6 for the total 
scattering cro.ss section as measured by Lane et al.'^ 
and Langsdorf et al.'" Adding 0.40 b for the fission cross 
section and 0.08 b for the capture cross section, one 
obtains 7.05 b which compares well with the total 
cross section of 7.10 b as measured by Henkel et al.* 
and Leroy et al." The values obtained from Barnard 
et al." do not fit the total cross section data quite as 
well, though they agree within the error bars. 

CAPTURE CROSS SECTION RATIOS 

Next to a of Pu-239 the ratio of the capture cross 
section of U-238 to the fission cross section of U-235 
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TABLE I-14-I. INELASTIC SCATTERING CROSS SECTIONS OF 

U-238 AT 1.0 MeV 

Q. 
keV 

45 
149 
310 
680 
731 
829 

930-966 
977 

1038-1001 
UOO-1300 
1300-1500 
1500-1600 

Barnard et al." 
(see Ref. 11) 

b 

0.16 
0.06 
0.17 
0.17 
0.09 
0.45 
0.21 
0.55 
0.84 
0.44 
O .W 

3.24 

Smith 
(see Ref. 10) 

b 

0.18 
0.05 
0.17 
0.15 
0.08 
0.34 
0.22 
0.41 
0,81 
0.36" 
0.10'' 

2.87 

" Analysis by Schmidt.'* 
^ Values cannot be obtained from measurements. 0.0 b is an 

extrapolated value (Ref. 14). 
= Value has not been measured. The value given by Barnard 

et al. has been used and it was corrected for an assumed error in 
the detector efficiency. 

^ Value is from analysis of other available data given in 
Ref. 14. 

is the most important capture cross section ' . t o for 
fast reactor applications. Direct -easurei.^arts of 
a,(U-238)/,r/(U-235) were earned out in 1944 by 
Linenberger et al.'» using the activatu^n method 
Additional values for this ratio can be obtained from 
measurements of the U-238 capture cross section rela
tive to the capture and fission cross section of U-235 
by De Saussure et al ." and by Diven et al.,^» if one 
corrects for the contribution of the capture in U-235 
using a-measurements. Measurements reported by 
Barry et al.^' as relative to the hydrogen scattermg 
cross section should be considered as ratio measurements 
relative to the fission cross section of U-235 if one uses 
the fission cross section reported by White,^^ since 
Barry et al. sandwiched U-238 foils between two of 
White's fission counters and did not measure recoil 
protons. They measured the Np-239 activity of the 
U-238 sample after chemical separation, using a irff-
counter. 

The chemical separation was avoided in a recent 
measurement of the ratios <r,(U-238)/<r/(U-235) and 
,7^(U-238)/(T/(Pu-239) by Poenitz^' using a high resolu
tion Ge(Li)-detector to measure the 228 keV and 278 
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F I G . 1-14-3. The Ratio <r,(U-238)/»,(U-235). ANL Neg. No. 118-97. 
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keV Y-rtiys which occur in the decay of Np-239. Values 
for the ratio O-. ,(U-238)/(T/(U-235) are shown in Fig. 
1-14-3. The av.ailable values below 100 keV are too 
few to draw a conclusion about the shape as well as the 
amplitude. Above 130 keV the r.atios measured by 
Barry et al.^' and Poenitz^' are in good agreement; 
the values measured in 1944 by Linenberger et al." 
agree within error bars or at least overlap the former 
two with their error bars. Therefore, there is no justi
fication to renormafize these data as had been done 
recently. Above 1 MeV the values measured by Barry 
et al. are somewhat higher than those measured by 
Poenitz. The latter still overlap the results by Linen
berger et al." The figure indicates a clear need for addi
tional data in the lower keV energy range where data 
are most important for fast power reactors. Such meas
urements should be carried out ^\ith a prompt capture 
7-ray detector as the activation method may not sup
ply accurate data in a region where background from 
scattered neutrons is usually high. 

One of the most exciting nuclear data problems of 
recent times was the measurement of the capture-to-

fission ratio of Pu-239 in the energy range 0.1 to 30 
keV. There have been many direct and indirect meas
urements made after Schomberg et al.-' presented, in 
1967, preUminary results which indicated much higher 
values than had been previously assumed. In Fig. 
1-14-4 some recent measurements of a(Pu-239) are 
shown. The difference between the values measured by 
Gwin et al.^^ using a large liquid scintillator, and by 
Schomberg et al.^° using a low efficiency counter in 
the energy range above 10 keV is obvious. It had been 
suggested that this difference might be due to a differ
ent normalization of the two data sets. Because of the 
good agreement of the data measured by Hopkins and 
Diven^^ and by De Saussure^^ in the higher keV energy 
range it would be reasonable to renormafize in the 20-30 
keV energy range to these data. The advantage of such 
renormalization would be that the data measured by 
Schomberg et al.̂ ^ would then agree for energies above 
0.5 keV mth the new data measured by Ryabov et al.^', 
as well as with the measurements by Czirr." The data 
measured by Gwin et al.̂ ^ would be exceedingly large 
compared to these other renormalized values. 

1.0 10,0 
NEUTRON ENERGY/ KeV 

F I G . 1-14-4. The Captnre-to-Fission Ratio of Pu-230. ANL Neg. No, 118-( 

100.0 
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FISSION CROSS SECTION RATIOS 

The overwhelming majority of the fission cross sec
tions have been measured relative to the U-235 fission 
cross section. Of major importance are the ratios of 
U-233, U-238, and Pu-239 to U-235. 

In Fig. 1-14-5 some data for the ratio CT/{U-233)/ 
(7/(U-235) are shown. A comparison shows differences 
\\iiich exceed by far the given error bars. The values 
reported by White et al.,̂ ^ which are in good agree
ment with the results by Allen and Ferguson,^- had 
been generally accepted and were the basis of sug
gested cross sections. Such selected cross section ratios 
have been revised in the energy range above 1 MeV 
after the measurements by White and Warner^^ were 
reported. The measurements by White et al.̂ '̂̂ ^ have 
been considered as very reliable because the same 
fission counters have been used in the U-235 fission 
cross section measurement relative to the H{n,n) cross 
section of White.-- However, the new measurements by 
Kesterov and Smirenkin^* support the data of Lam
phere^' with the exception of one low value at 500 keV, 
which is out.'^ide error bars. Time-of-flight measure
ments by Pfletschinger and Kaeppeler"* are, witli tlie 
exception nf the 100-250 ke^' range, about 3 per cent 

ar dis-
crepancvof' the^Kurlsruhe data can be notr. for the 
Pu-239 "to U-235 rtitio. A good agreement with the 
Lamphere data at the low energy side is obtained in 
measurements bv Lehto,=' and in the energy range 500-
1500 keV in measurements by .Meadows.^' The latter 
are time-of-flight mea.surements using monoenergetic 
neutrons and a two-dimensional recording of fi.s.sion 
fragment energy versus neutron time-of-flight. Special 
care has been ttiken to obtain an accurate mass assign
ment. In the energy rtmge considered in Fig. 1-14-5 the 
values metisured by Lamphere" seem to be strongly 
supported by the newest results. A possible reason for 
the low value derived from the absolute measurements 
by Perkin et al ." using an Sb-Be source might be fluc
tuations in the fission cross sections of U-233 and U-235; 
however, it is hard to suggest a reason for the dis
crepancy of the values reported by White et al.''"" by 
up to 5 times their error bars and the similarly low 
values for data reported by Allen .and Ferguson.'' 

The ratio of the Pu-239 to the U-235 fission cross 
section in the energy region 100 keV-10 MeV is shown 
in Fig. 1-14-6. A recent time-of-flight measurement by 
Poenitz-' using back-to-back scintillation counters con-
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Fio. 1-14-0. The Fission Cross Section Ratio <r/(Pn-239)/o^,(U-235). ANL Neg. No. 116-101. 

firmed previous dc measurements by Allen and Fergu-
son,'' Smirenkin et al . ," and White et al." in the energy 
range below 1 MeV. In the energy range from 1 to 2 
MeV these measurements arc in good agreement with 
the new results reported by Nesterov and Smirenkin." 
The new Karlsruhe mea.surements by Pfletschinger 
and Kaeppeler" are lower by about 3-4%. The step 
in the cross section ratio at 900 keV is due to a 10% 
step of the U-235 fission cross section at that energy. 

The agreement in measured ratios is not as good in 
the lower as in the higher keV energy range. A value 
reported by White et al." at 40 keV is lower than the 
results of measurements by Allen and Fergu.son''- by 
4 to 5 times the associated error. The latter measure
ments are better supported by the new measurements 
from Pfletschinger and Kaeppeler" and Szabo et al." 
than those from White et al." 

An interesting question in connection with the re
sults for U-233 arises if one considers the ratio for 
(r/(U-238)/(r/(U-235). This ratio has also been measured 
by Lamphere." Measurements by Stein et al.'" using a 
time-of-flight method and monoenergetic neutrons are 
about 8%) lower than Lamphere's measurements. A 
measurement by Smirenkin et a l ." strongly supports 
the results of Lamphere; however, less accurate data 

by Kalinin and Ponkratov," as well as revised data by 
H.anson et al.,*" agree better with the results reported 
by Stein et al.*" Measurements by White and Warner*' 
agree with Stein et al.,'" and have led to the values 
reported by Lamphere being multiplied by 0.94 in some 
cross section compilations. This procedure may be 
questionable in view of the situation for U-233. 

ABSOLUTE CAPTURE AND FISSION CROSS SECTIONS 

Only very few absolute measurements of the capture 
cross section of U-238 are available. Other data based 
on rehable features of certain reference cross sections 
supplement the.se data. Results of this type are pre
sented in Pig. 1-14-7. 

Measurements by MackUn et al.*' and Lyon and 
Macklin" are based on calibrated photo neutron 
sources. Hanna and Rose" used the ll{n,n) cross sec
tion as a reference cross section. The measurements by 
Barry et al."^ are based on the calibration of a fission 
detector by White"" and therefore must be considered 
a cross section ratio. Menlove and Poenitz'* measured 
the shape of the capture cross section using a large 
liquid scintillator tank and a beam catcher-flux inte
gration type neutron-detector. Tolstikov et a l ." used the 
activation technique for measurements in the energy 
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F I G . 1-14-7. The Capture Cross Section of U-238, ANL Neg. No. 118-i 

range 5-200 keV. They utilized the shape of the B"'(?i,a) 
reaction and normalized to the result from a .shell 
transmission experiment by Belanova et al.'° for which 
a new Monte Carlo evaluation had been carried out 
recently by ililler and Poenitz.'^ Measurements by 
Moxon'" essentially confirmed the absolute values of 
their older results. The values shown in Fig. 1-14-7 
allow the suggestion of a cross section which satisfies 
essentially all sets of measurements with the exception 
of the values reported by Barry et al."^ which are 
systematically higher below 700 keV. It should be 
noted that the shapes measured by Moxon,'" Tolstikov 
et al.,'^ and by Menlove and Poenitz," adjusted to the 
values measured by Barry et al.,"' lead to higher values 
for U-238 at low energies than those determined in an 
absolute cross section experiment. 

Fig. 1-14-8 shows the fission cross section of U-235 
in the energy range from 10-100 keV. Recent measure
ments by Bowman et al.*' showed strong fluctuations 
of this cross section in the low keV energy range. 

Measurements using absolutely calibrated Sb-Be 
sources by Perkin et al.'^ and by Doroffeev and Do-
brynin' ' are in very good agreement with the value 
obtained by Ivnoll .and Poenitz" using the assochated 
activity method. The latter measurement has been 
extended by Poenitz'* to the higher energy range using 
a shape measurement based on a beam catcher neutron 
flux integration detector. A very good confirmation of 
these measurements in the lower keV energy range is 
given by recent absolute measurements by Szabo et al." 

Barry" measiued the ratio of the Li(n,a) cross section 
relative to the U-235 fission cross section in the energy 
range 25-100 keV. His results are in good agreement 
with older measurement by Bame and Cubit t ." In 
the energy range up to 100 keV independent and ab
solute measurements of the Li(K,a) cross section are 
available from measurements by Scbwarz et al.'^ and 
from total cross section measurements by Uttley.™ 
These values are in good agreement with a single 
point at 100 keV measured by Cond^." (7/(U-235) 
values obtained from the measured ratios and the ab
solute Li(n,a) cross sections are shown in Fig. 1-14-8. 
Values obtained relative to the H{n,n) cross section 
suffer from the disagreement between different meas
urements of the ratio <r/(U-235)/(j„(H). 

Figure 1-14-9 shows the higher energy part of the 
U-235 fission cross section. At 100 keV the value rela
tive to the Li()i,a) cross section has been indicated. 
Measurements relative to the hydrogen scattering 
cross section are also inconsistent in this energy range. 
Measurements by Diven"" essentiaUy confirm the re
sults from Allen and Ferguson;'" however, the results 
reported by White"" agree better with the absolute 
measurements by Gorlov et a l ." and Leroy." Prelimi
nary measurements by Poenitz'" resulted in still lower 
values which are, however, in agreement with the re-
•sults by Gorlov et al ." and compatible with the abso
lute values for U-238(n,7) and the Au(n,7) standard 
cross section. I t is noticeable that the cross sections 
for U-238 capture and gold capture wiiich have been 
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used to derive the U-235 fission cross sections in Fig. 
1-14-9 are well supported or are based on measure
ments rehitive to the H{n,n) cross .section. 

FISSION PROPERTIES 

In previous compilations the energy dependence of 
v(E) has usually been considered linear. In Pig. 1-14-10 
v{E) measurements by a number of experimenters are 
shown. These are normalized values discussed by 
Fillmore" in a recent review. Straight lines have been 
drawn between several points of each experimenter. 
This procedure may be very rough, but it clearly 
demonstrates the need for a very different approach 
to the energy dependence of v. It is remarkable that the 
deviation from a linear dependence of v, as established 
by measurements at higher energy, is about 2 - 3 % 
in the region aromid 400 keV. It is surprising that the 
observed nonlinearity has apparently never been taken 
into account in data compilations, although the effect 
is well known tind has been discussed in the field of 
fission physics for nearly 10 years. Values of v{E) in 
nuclear data sets like the EXDF(B) data file are clearly 
underestimated in this region which contributes appre
ciably to the neutronics of fast reactors. This under-
evaluation of v in the energy region around 400 keV 
is independent of the problem of absolute v values of 
Cf-252 for which two diflcrent groups of values are 
available and which disagree by more than their error 
bars. 

CONCLUSIONS 

In consideration of discrepancies up to a factor of two 
in some nuclear data, tremendous improvements have 
been achieved in the last ten years. This w-as essentially 
possible because of the introduction of new experi
mental methods and techniques. Unfortunately, dis
crepancies still exist for different magnitudes of un
certainties. 
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1-15. Spin Determinat ion of Resonances in Ho"°(i ,7) from 
Low Level Occupation Probability Ratios 

W. P. POENITZ and J. R. TATARCZUK* 

The determination of spins, J, of neutron resonances 
is of considerable interest in the field of neutron 
spectroscopy. The knowledge of J is necessary for the 
determination of the spin dependence of the nuclear 
level density, of the neutron strength functions, and 
for the paramaterization of the observed resonances. 
Considerable effort has been devoted to the investiga
tion ot techniques based on certain features of the y-
rays emitted in the de-excitation of the resonance state. 
Two methods based on the statistical behavior of y-
cascades which occur in the de-excitation of a com
pound state have been discussed recently.'"* The 
method of interest here makes use of the compound 
state spin sensitivity to the occupation probabilities of 
low lying levels known from the investigation of iso
meric cross section ra t ios . ' - ' " ' The dependence of 
such ratios on the spin of the initial compound states 
has beeen quantitatively analyzed by Vandenbosch 
and Huizenga' and by Poenitz.^ Draper et al. ' have 
related the differences of the intensities of the low 
energy y-spectra observed in different resonances of 
indium to the same mechanism which determines the 

" Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, New York. 

formation of the isomeric cross section ratios. Later 
Keisch' attempted to assign spins of negative energy 
resonances by observing the isomeric cross section 
ratio in the thermal and subthermal energy range. The 
measurement of prompt y-transitions from low lying 
levels, as done by Draper et al.* and with a high resolu
tion spectrometer by Schult et al.,'" extends this 
method for determining spins of resonances in the 
{n,y) processes to the majority of medium and heavy 
weight nuclei. In connection with the present experi
ment a Ge(Li)-detector was used in time-of-flight 
measurements at the Rensselaer electron-linear ac
celerator to determine spins of resonances in the reac
tion Ho'«=(»,v)Ho>™. 

CASCADE STATISTICS AND Low LEVEL OCCUPATION 

PROBABILITY RATIOS 

A y-cascade model has been described previously^ 
lyhich combines and extends the different approaches 
of Huizenga and Vandenbosch' and of Troubetzkoy." 
In this model the level scheme of a nucleus is presented 
in a "continuum" range described by the level density 
f>(Ji,iri,Ei),\ = 1, 2 • • •, where J is the spin of a level, 
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F I G . 1-15-1. Schematic of the Level Scheme and Behavior of 7-C.ascades for Ho-166. .4jV/. Neg. No. 113-3179. 

rr the parity of this state, and E is the energy. The de-
excitation of the compound states are assumed to take 
place by dipole or quadrupole transitions to the low 
lying levels or, more probably, to states in the "con
tinuum" range. In the first step, levels with spins differ
ing by zero, one, or two from the spin of the initial 
compound state can be occupied. Subsequent de-excita
tions spread out these transition cascades in the E-J-ir 
space. Toward the lower energy part of the level-
scheme transitions take place most probably with the 
smallest difference in spins to the low lying levels. 

Figure 1-15-1 shows the level scheme of Ho-166 in 
terms ot the above described model. Parts of two 
cascades are shown starting from initial compound 
states with spins 3 and 4. This figure qualitatively 
shows that a higher occupation probability of low 
lying levels with spins larger than 4 is expected for an 
initial compound state with spin 4 than for 3. The oc
cupation probability for levels with spins smaller 
than 3 is expected to be larger for the initial spin value 
3 than for 4. 

Many data are available for the level scheme of 
Ho-166 and have been collected by Groshev et al.'^ 
The 14 lowest levels have been used in calculations 
using the computer program CASCADE.^ Table I-15-I 
shows the occupation probabilities Ti of these levels for 
the two spins, J = 3 and 4 ot the initial state (which 

TABLE I-15-I. RESULTS FOH THE LOW LEVEL OCCUPATION 

PROBABILITIES USING CASCADE 

(a = 18.4 MeV-' , ,7 = 6.5, 5 = 0.05) 

Ei, 
MeV 

0.000 
0.009 
0,053 
0.082 
0.135 
0.168 
0.181 
0.191 
0.198 
0.260 
0.264 
0.283 
0.294 
0..330 

Ji 

0 
7 
2 
1 
8 
3 
4 
3 
3 
4 
5 
6 
0 
6 

TTi 

_ 
— 
-
— 
-
_ 
-
— 
-
4-
-1-
4-
-1-

-

Ir/ 
io-">> 

" = 1, 
therm. 

2 
5.1 

25. 
4.1 

11. 
3 . 
1. 
1.5 

Ti/ 
10-' 

/ = 3, 
V = 1 

— 
1.5 
0.1 

— 
1.5 
1.4 
1.4 
1.4 
2.4 
2.3 

— 
— 
0.1 

Ti/ 
10-' 

7 = 4, 
V = 1 

— 
0.1 

— 
— 
1.3 
1.3 
1.3 
1.3 
2.1 
2.1 
2.0 
2.0 
1.2 

Ti 

7 = 3, 
(, = 00 

0.039 
0.028 
0.153 
0.079 
0.004 
0.109 
0.121 
0.096 
0.092 
0.116 
0.072 
0.028 
0.026 
0.037 

Ti 

7 = 4, 

" = " 
0.016 
0.074 
0.099 
0.041 
0.013 
0.092 
0.134 
0.081 
0.068 
0.121 
0.095 
0.054 
0.050 
0.054 

a Gamma intensity per capture event. 

can be reached by s-wave capture), for the y-cascade 
multiplicities v = 1, and f = 00. In the same table the 
y-intensities, I!,", are given for high energy transitions 
to these states for thermal neutron capture. The latter 
values are comparable to the occupation probabilities 
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with the multiplicity v = 1. The ratio of the occupation 
probabilities with v = oo of the 0.330 MeV-5- and the 
0.168 MeV-3- levels is 0.34 for the resonance spin 3 
and 0.58 for the resonance spin 4. All parameters of 
the model have been used as described previously,- the 
level density jiarameters a and a having been adjusted 
to obtain the level density in the eV energy range as 
observed in total cross section measurements and com
piled in BNL-325." ' ' The expected behavior of the 
low level occupation probability ratio as a function of 
energy has been discussed in Ref. 14. In the present 
experiment, the measured data have been integrated 
over single resonances to improve counting statistics. 

MEASUREMENTS AND RESULTS 

The low level occupation probability was measured 
by observing y-rays de-exciting the considered levels. 
This was done by detecting the low energy part of the 
capture y-ray spectra using a Ge(Li)-detector in a 
time-of-flight experiment with a pulsed neutron source. 
The time-of-flight spectra of the 115 and 149 keV 
photopeaks and three appropriate background regions 
were recorded instead of setting windows on neutron 
resonances and recording the y-spectra. This approach 
had the advantage of better background subtraction for 
small resonances occurring between large resonances. 
In addition, the background due to the isomeric state 
was properly subtracted. 

The 116 keV y-ray de-excites the 3 " level at 168 
keV and the 149 keV y-ray de-excites the 5 " level at 
330 keV.'- Their branching ratios are 98.5 percent 
and 98.0 percent, respectively.'-

The Linac was operated at 540 pulses per second 
with a pulse width of 100 nsec producing an average 
current of 100 fiamp at a beam energy of 60 MeV. The 
experimental arrangement is shown in Fig. I-15-2. 
Neutrons were produced in a water cooled tantalum 
target that was shielded so as to be out of the linc-of-
sight of the detector stations. A 2.5 cm thick polyethyl
ene moderator scattered the neutrons in the direction of 
the sample. A cadmium overlap filter was used before 
the large shielding wall to remove thermal neutrons. 
The detector was a 25 cm^ lithium drifted germanium 
crystal positioned at 90 deg relative to the neutron 
beam at a flight path of 12.65 m. The holmium sample 
was positioned in front of the crystal at an angle of 
45 deg relative to the neutron beam direction. A 10 cm 
thick lead shield lined with 4 cm of lithium carbonate 
enclosed the detector and sample. The crystal was also 
shielded by 2.5 cm of lithium loaded polyethylene to 
reduce background in the crystal due to neutrons 
scattered from the sample. 

The measured intensity of a y-photopcak is given by 

Cy, = 
. ' l l 

exp I -fi^) 

(1) 
Qy(x,E) dEd.r, 

where ijy is the photopeak efficiency for the observed 
y-ray, Tj the occupation probability of the level from 
which this y-ray is originated, (ij the branching ratio, 
o!j the conversion coefficient, p-i the y-ray attenuation 
coefficient, d the effective thickness of the sample, and 
El and E2 the integration limits for the neutron reso-

WflTER COOLED 
To TARGET 

LITHIUM LOADED 
POLYETHYLENE 

SHIELD 

POLYETHYLENE 
MODERATOR 

OBEAM 
STOP 

EVACUATED FLIGHT TUBE 
WITH COLLIMATORS 

-12.65 nneters -

Fio. 1-15-3. Schematic of the Experimental Arrangement. ANL Neg. No. 118-10. 
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nance. The capture rate at a neutron energy E and at 
the sample thickness x is given by 

Qy{x, E) = ,t>\x)Nay(E) 

+ir7%'(.)^.(^)expn--^iyn.. 
2 Jo Jo L cos 9 J 

• a.,{E)N -^di.KOse). 
cos B 

The first term represents the contributions from the 
primary neutron flux < (̂0) which, at a thickness z, is 
attenuated to 

^'(z) = .#,(0) exp (-zNa,(E)). 

The second term represents contributions from scat
tered neutrons. The integration over the scattering 
angle 6 leads to the exponential integral Ei. The neu
tron cross sections are given by 

ayi.E) 4'{e,x) 

<T.(E) = .TO ^ 4'(e, x ) -I- A/iToa^j Y -•^(«' X) + "„ 

o,(E) = a«<Ke, x ) -I- A/aoa^j y X(e, x ) + a, 

where 4'(9,x) and X(6,x) are the Doppler broadened 
line shapes for absorption and scattering. 

The ratio of the photopeak intensities integrated 
over a resonance is 

rC, (149keV)1 
Lc,(110keV)jB„ 

a f l49keV) 
' a (116keV) 

1,^(149 keV) a(149 keV) 
11,(116 keV) 'a( 116 keV) 

kR(J; 168 keV , 3"; 330 keV, 5^). 

K is the occupation probability ratio of the levels at 
168 and 330 keV. The correction fc for y-ray attenua
tion is given by the appropriate ratio of the integrals 
given in Eq. (1). Values for fc have been evaluated 
using appropriate parameters as given in BNL-325. ' " ' 
Values for the branching ratio as given by Groshev 
et al. '- have been used. The photopeak efficiencies of 
the present system have been determined using recent 
calculations and measurements by Aubin et al.'" Val
ues for the internal electron conversion coefficients 
have been obtained from the tables given by Sliv and 
Band.'" The corrections for the branching ratios, the 
internal conversion, and the detector efficiencies in
fluence only the absolute values of the ratios for the 
different resonances, but they do not change the rela
tive ratios from resonance to resonance. Therefore, the 
determination of values for the compound state spins 
is not influenced by errors in these corrections but only 

3 0.7 — 

S o 20 40 60 80 100 
-• NEUTRON ENERGY, eV 

FIG. 1-15-3. Comparison of Experimental Results of the 
Low Level Occupation Probability Ratio with Theoretical 
Values. The Spin Values Shown in the Figure are Recom
mended in BNL-325.<"> ANL Neg. No. 113-3178. 

the comparison with values calculated with CAS
CADE. 

The final results are shown in Fig. 1-15-3. The theo
retical ratios for the two different spins evaluated from 
Table I-15-I are shown in the figures as dashed lines. 
The error bars represent the statistical uncertainties 
only and do not include the errors of the corrections 
discussed above. The spin values shown in the figure 
are recommended values from BNL-325.*'^' The spins 
assigned according to Fig. 1-15-3 are listed in Table 

TABLE I-15-II. EXPERIIHENTAL RESULTS FOB THE LOW 

LEVF.L OCCUPATION PROBABILITY R. \TIOS AND 

AssiGNiiD SPIN VALUP;S 

En, 
eV 

18.3 
21.2 
35,0 
37.4 
39.8 
48.0 
51.7 
54.5 
65.5 
69.1 
72.2 
80.3 
84,3" 
84,7» 
86,0 

JJ 

0.42 
0.65 
0.40 
0,68 
0.55 
0.34 
0.39 
0.71 
0.57 
0.56 
0.51 
0.76 
0,47 

0.38 

AR 

0.08 
0.09 
0.09 
0.27 
0,03 
0.04 
0.04 
0.10 
0.04 
0.27 
0.04 
0.22 
0.11 

0.05 

Spin 

Pre
sent 

3 
4 
3 
4 
4 
3 
3 
4 
4 

(4) 
4 
4 

(3) 

— 
3 

Alfi-
men-
kov" 

3 
4 
3 
3 
4 
3 
3 
3 

Asg-
har" 

(3,4) 
(3,4) 

3 
(3,4) 

4 
4 
3 

(3,4) 
4 

(3,4) 
(3,4) 
(3,4) 

(4) 
(3,4) 

Brun-
hart" 

3 
3 

BNL-
325" 

recom. 

3 
4 
3 

4 

3 

4 
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I-15-II. The value for the resonance at 84.3 eV con

tains a contribution from a smaller resonance at 84.7 

eV<i3i, which has not been resolved in the present 

measurements. 
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1-16. Statist ical Distr ibut ion of Nuclear Shell Model Matrix E l e m e n t s 

K. TAKEUCHI and P. A. MOLDAUER 

The statistical theory of spectra assumes that the 

distribution of off-diagonal shell model matrix ele

ments is symmetric about zero. Furthermore, discus

sions of the distributions of partial reaction widths are 

based on arguments which imply that the distribution 

of off-diagonal shell model matrix elements is Gaussian. 

In the course of carrying out i?-matrix shell model 

calculations, some 20 shell model submatrices with dif

ferent sets of spin, parity, and isospin quantum num

bers were evaluated for a system of two particles and 

a core. The numbers of independent off-diagonal ele

ments in these matrices ranged from 45 to 1128, with 

the majority exceeeding 500. 

The distributions ot these matrix elements were 

analyzed. I t was found that symmetry about zero is 

very well satisfied in all cases. However in most cases 

the Gaussian distribution could be excluded. 
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1-17. R-Matrix Shell-Model Calculations of Scattering and Reaction Cross Sections' 

K. TAKEUCHI and P. A. MOLDAUER 

The Wigner-Eisenbud iS-matrix theory has been ap
plied to the calculation of neutron total and inelastic 
scattering cross sections for a system consisting of two 
neutrons interacting with an inert 0-16 core through 
a spherically symmetric Wood-Saxon potential and in
teracting with each other through a S-function force. 
The calculational method employed has the advantages 
that it includes the effects of shell model configurations 
in which both neutrons are unbound, that it presents 
no obstacles to inelastic or reaction calculations, that 
it permits antisymmetrization of the compound space 
wave functions, and that it requires only one shell 
model diagonalization for the computation of cross 
sections up to 5 MeV neutron energy. 

Particular emphasis was placed upon the develop
ment and critical evaluation of the calculational 
method. Thus it was shown that the use of antisym-
metrized wave functions reduced substantially the 
number of compound nucleus resonances and also the 

2 
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0.10 

0.08 

0.04 — 

0.02 — 

F I G . 1-17-1. Total and Inelastic Scattering Cross Sections 
for Neutrons Scattered by 0-17, Calculated with Antisym-
metrized Wave Functions. ANLNeg. No. 118-17. 

E, Mev 

F I G . T17-2. Total and Inelastic .Scattering Cross Sections 
for Neutrons Scattered by 0-17, Calculated without Antisym
metrization. ANL Neg. No. 116-16. 

magnitude of the inelastic cross section. These effects 
are demonstrated in Figs 1-17-1 and 1-17-2. The fre
quently mentioned difficulty of a channel radius de
pendence of ii!-matrix cross sections was removed by a 
simple and practical scheme for the evaluation of the 
distant resonance contribution to the JJ-matrix. Gen
eralizations of the method to more complex systems 
and to the inclusion of direct reaction effects were also 
included in this study. 
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1-18. Developments Relat ing to the ENDF/B Project 

E. M. PEXNIN'GTO.N" and J. P. REGIS 

The E N D F / B system of neutron cross section data 
and associated processing codes is used at .\rgonne to 
produce library data for both the CDC-3600 and IBM 
360 ARC system versions of the multigroup cross sec
tion code M C - ' " . Summaries of earlier work on codes, 
data processing, and cross section compilation have 
been presented in previous annual reports.-"" More re
cent work is described here. 

E N D F / B DATA COMPILATIONS 

Preparation of a revised version of E N D F / B data, 
to be referenced as Version II , was started in the sum
mer of 1969 and released in the spring and summer of 
1970. The preparation of this version involved many 
people at various laboratories throughout the country. 
The Argonne contribution consisted of a revision of 
the earlier E N D F / B molybdenum cross sections^'" and 
the preparation of unresolved resonance parameters 
for U-235 and Pu-241. 

MOLYBDENUM 

The original E N D F / B molybdenum has a capture 
cross section which is too high, especially in the range 
from about 1 to 20 keV. This leads to high values of 
calculated central worths for fast assemblies. Thus 
recent experimental capture cross section data were 
examined in detail. New resolved parameters were pro
vided for the energy range below one keV, based on 
measurements of several experimenters. Unresolved 
parameters with some smooth background were sup
plied for the range from 1 to 100 keV to replace the 
original data, which were entirely smooth. Thus self-
shielding and Doppler calculations can be carried out 
over the resonance range. The unresolved parameters 
were based on Ref. 8. The background capture cross 
section, which is to be combined with that calculated 
from unresolved resonance parameters, was chosen to 
produce recommended cross sections in the 1-100 keV 
range. These recommended cross sections were based 
on a large selection of experimental data summarized 
in Refs. 9-11, and evaluated cur\-es by Schmidt'-'- and 
Poenitz.'" .'ibove 100 keV, the capture cross section 
was based on Refs. 9, 10 and 12. 

U-235 UNRESOLVED RESONANCE PARAMETERS 

Unresolved resonance parameters for U-235 were de
rived by fitting capture and fission cross sections, gen
erally averaged over quarter-lethargy intervals, over 

the energ5' range from 64.504 e^' to 24.788 keV. 
FORTRAN program UR'" ' " was used for this purpose, 
with both neutron and fission widths for s-w.ave states 
being varied to fit the data. The trial parameters used 
in the fitting were chosen as described in Ref. 5. The 
data to be fitted were chosen by other members of the 
Cross Section Evaluation Working Group, and are 
based on the data of G. deSaussure et a l " below 3 keV, 
an evaluation by Schmidt'* from 3 to 15 keV, and an 
evaluation by Alter and Dunford'" above 15 keV. 

P U - 2 4 1 UNRE.SOLVED RESON.ANCE P.ARAMETER8 

Unresolved resonance parameters for Pu-241 were 
determined over the range from 49.5 eV to 52.4 keV. 
Petrel fission data,'" averaged over half- or quarter-
lethargy intervals by E. 0 . Ottewitte," were fitted us
ing program UR. The capture cross sections to be fitted 
were detennined below 1 keV with some guidance from 
measured total cross sections'^ and considerations of 
plausible statistical variations. Above 1 keV the cap
ture cross sections to be fitted were a times the corre
sponding fission cross sections, where a, the ratio of 
neutron capture-to-fission cross sections, was calcu
lated from the trial resonance parameters without 
iteration. The trial resonance parameters were based 
on those in Ref. 19, except that two degrees of freedom 
rather than one were used for the fission width distri
butions and a capture wddth of 0.030 eV was used in
stead of 0.040 eV. This capture width was suggested by 
fitting the resolved resonance data below 49.5 eV.'-"' 
The neutron and fission widths for the s-wave states 
were varied in program UR to fit the capture and fis
sion data. 

Since there are no capture cross section data avail
able above the resolved resonance region, the capture 
cross sections calculated from the unresolved resonance 
parameters are highly uncertain. The fission cross sec
tions should be much more reliable than the capture 
cross sections. 

FORTRAN CODES 

Version I I E N D F / B data involves several changes 
of formats from those used with Version I. Thus all 
processing codes had to be modified to accept the new-
formats. New versions of the codes CHECKER'-" and 

. D A M J M E T ' 3 ) were received from Brookhaven and 
made operational on both the CDC-3600 and IBM-360 
computers. Since the new formats necessitated changes 

file:///rgonne
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in the format of the MC= library in the unresolved 
resonance region, the code MERMC2'^ ' was revised to 
accommodate these changes. Extensive changes in 
ETOE'^' were required to handle the new formats. 
These changes are outlined in the section below. 

The MAGIC code," which plots selected data from 
an MC- library, was converted from the CDC-3600 to 
the IBM-360 system. Some differences in the versions 
for the two computers were necessitated by the differ
ences in the binary jilotting packages for the two sys
tems. An Argonne topical report-- was written which 
describes the CDC-3600 versions of both MAGIC and 
MERMC2. 

REVISIONS IN E T 0 E FOR VERSION I I E N D F / B D.ATA 

Format changes^' made for E N D F / B Version I I 
data pertain to inelastic scattering, unresolved reso
nance parameters, minimum E N D F / B File 2 data for 
materials without resonance parameters, and fission 
spectra. 

In the case of inelastic scattering, cross sections for 
scattering to various resolved levels and the continuum 
may now be given in File 3, with only the nuclear 
temperature for continuum scattering being given in 
File 5. Formerly the total inelastic cross section was 
given in File 3, and probabilities for scattering to in
dividual levels and the continuum were given in File 
5. .-ilso new reaction type (MT) numbers for individual 
level and continuum scattering were introduced. E T 0 E 
can now treat inelastic scattering data presented in 
either the old or new formats. 

Unresolved resonance parameters may now be given 
in a format in which all widths and level spacings are 
functions of energy. Originally only the fission widths 
could be energy-dependent. Changes w-ere made in 
E T 0 E to handle this format, which necessitated 
changes in the format of the MC- library. Changes 
were also made to allow 50 energies per isotope in the 
unresolved region, 7 isotopes per material, and the 
treatment of unresolved parameters for ( = 2. 

For materials which have no E N D F / B resolved or 
unresolved resonance parameters, a scattering length, 
a, has lieen introduced into E N D F / B File 2. E T 0 E 
will now calculate the potential scattering cross sec
tion, (Tp , as 0-, = 4iro- rather than using an input value. 

The MC- code can use only E N D F / B fission spectra 
with law-s-' LF = 6 or 8 in which nuclear temperatures 
are constant. New E N D F / B data contain spectra with 
laws LF = 7 and 9, which correspond to LF = 6 and 8 
except that the nuclear temperatures are energy-de
pendent. For such materials E T 0 E treats the nuclear 
temperature as being constant and having the value 
at the lowest energy of the tabulation. 

The new E T 0 E code was made operational only on 
the IBM-360 system because it would have been very 
difficult to prepare a version which would fit into the 
core of the CDC-3600. This space difficulty arises from 
the changes in the unresolved resonance region. Thus 
a Version I I MC^ library will be prepared only for the 
IBM-360 ARC system version of MC=. 

Version I I E N D F / B tape 201, which contains data 
for ten fissionable materials, was received from Brook
haven. These data were processed through DAMMET 
and the new E T 0 E to produce a 10-material MC^ li
brary. A test MC- problem was run using these data. 
This problem was the Godiva assembly, which con
tains only U-235, U-238 and U-234, and is one of the 
ten assemblies specified for E N D F / B data testing. The 
MC- output cross sections were then used in an ARC 
system Sis sphere transport theory calculation. The 
resultant kef/ was 1.0012. 
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Section II 

Fast Reactor Physics 

The section on Fast Reactor Physics is concerned with the analyses and meas
urements of liquid metal fast breeder reactor characteristics and parameters. The 
measurements are generally made on the critical facilities ZPPR (Zero Power Plu
tonium Reactor), ZPR-3, ZPR-6 and ZPR-9, and are often performed to check 
calculated results and hence to evaluate the analytical methods and the nuclear 
constants used in the calculations. .-Vgain, the critical assemblies may be constructed 
to permit measurements on mockups of liquid metal fast breeder pow-er reactors. 
The results may possibly be extrapolated to aid in the design of the originally con
ceived reactor. The work reported in this section is of value in understanding the 
fundamentals of the liquid metal fast breeder and in developing analytic methods 
for predicting with accuracy the performance of such reactors. 





l l - l . The FTR-2 Program o n the Zero Power P l u t o n i u m Reactor (ZPPR) 

W. P. KEENEY, J. C. YOUNG AND A. TRAVELLI 

INTRODUCTION 

In the period of June to December 1969, the entire 
effort on the Reactor Physics Division's Zero Power 
Plutonium Reactor (ZPPR) was directed toward ex
periments in support of the Fast Flux Test Facility 
(FFTF). These experiments had begun at ZPPR in 
March of 1969 with the construction of the FTR-1 , 
which had previously been constructed on ZPR-3 as 
Assembly 56B"-- ' . The FTR-1 was then modified on 
ZPPR by the addition of a two-drawer-thick simulated 
boron control ring at the core/radial reflector interface, 
thus constructing the ZPPR Assembly 1 which is 
referred to as Assembly 2 of the Fast Test Reactor 
Resumed Phase B Critical Experiments Program, or 
FTR-2"-='. 

The experimental program of the FTR-2 was de
signed to supply data for the evaluation of calcula
tional models used for the design of the Fast Test Re
actor (FTR). These experiments, which were designed 
as a result of discussions among Pacific Northwest 
Laboratories (PNL), Westinghouse Electric Corpora
tion, and .\rgonne National Laboratory, were primar
ily directed toward investigations of critical mass, 
peripheral control worth studies, power density distri
butions, shielding requirements, in-vessel fuel storage, 
neutron spectra, and neutron and gamma flux distribu
tions. 

The reference critical configuration, assembly com
position, and drawer loadings are given in Refs. 1 and 
2. The detailed experimental results are described in 
Refs. 3, 4, 7-9. 

EXPERIMENTS IN REFERENCE CORE 

The primary experiments conducted in the reference 
core were an extensive set of "edge worth" measure
ments in which the worths of core composition, control 
ring composition, and radial reflector composition were 
measured at the boundaries of these zones with ex
changes of materials of adjacent zones, and a set of 

radial reaction rate traverses with U-238, Pu-239 and 
B-10 counters.^ 

FTR SHIELDING EXPERIMENT 

Starting -with the reference core, the boron-contain
ing control ring was removed from the assembly in 
steps and the resulting reactivity effects compensated 
for by alternately substituting depleted uranium for 
the plutonium fuel plates in the central region of the 
core. The worths of these alternate steps were measured 
to provide for analytical methods and reactor counter 
evaluations.*'" With the removal of the boron-contain
ing control ring completed, the sodium-stainless steel 
shield was added to the assembly as shown in Fig. 
II-1-1.'*> Proton recoil neutron spectrum measure
ments were made close to the axial midplane of the 
assembly at radial positions near the center of the 
reflector and shield annuli.^ A simulated fuel storage 
zone was then installed in the shield as shown in Fig. 
II-1-2 and the effect upon the reactivity of the system 
and test reactor counters was measured.' A series of 
radial traverses at three different axial elevations with 
Pu-239, U-238, and B-10 counters were made with and 
without the simulated fuel zone, and activation pro-
flies of so^jum and manganese were made throughout 
the system.*•" These data, in conjunction with thermo
luminescent gamma detectors irradiated for PNL, were 
obtained to supply information for the shield design 
of the FTR. 

Following the fuel storage portion of the shielding 
experiment, the boron-containing control ring was re
placed in the assembly and plutonium fuel plates re
loaded in place of the depleted uranium plates pre
viously installed, bringing the reactor to critical again, 
while the effect of the approach to critical upon the 
test reactor counters was recorded.* In this configura
tion, with the boron-containing control ring and the 
shield in place, central fission ratios were measured.' 

The assembly was then unloaded in order to permit 
the program to continue at ZPR-9. 

file:///rgonne
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| - Poison SAFETY RM (wlTHDRAim OUR IDG OPERATIOK) 

F - U-235 Fission CHAMBER (FROHT OF CHAMBER AT REACTOR MIDPLANE. HO F's III HALF 2) 

F I G . I I - l - l . Z P P R TTP . -2 Shield Configuration. ANL-ID-10S-Attte7. 
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ZPPR HALF I 
(HALF 2 IS A MIRROR IMAGE OF HALF I) 

S - SAFETY ROD C - CONTROL ROD P - DRAWER ADJACENT TO POISON SAFETY ROD 

|- POISON SAFETY ROD (WITHDRAWN DURING OPERATION) 

F - U-235 FISSION CHAMBER (FRONT OF CHAMBER AT REACTOR MIDPLANE. NO F's IN HALF 2) 

F I O . 11-1-2. Z P F H / F T R - 2 Shield with Fuel Storage ConHguration. ANL-1D-103-A11166. 
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II-2. ZPR-9 Assembly 26, FTR-3 

J. W. DAUGHTRY, R . B . POND, C . D . SW,\N.SON AND R . M . FLEISCHMAN'* 

INTRODUCTION 

FTR-3 is the third of a series of three assemblies 
built for the purpose of obtaining data to evaluate 
neutronics models being used to design the Fast Test 
Reactor (FTR) w'hich is to be a part ol the Fast Flux 
Test Fficility (FFTF) . The FTR-1 core geometry was 
a simple reflected right circular cylinder.^ FTR-2 was 
similar to FTR-1 but had a continuous ring of boron 
control material surrounding the core.- FTR-3 is 
slightly more complex, having a two zone PuOn-U02 
core and a ring of sixteen simulated control rods in 
jilace of the continuous ring of control material. The 
ex]icriments currently underway in ZPR-9 in the 
FTR-3 core are designed to yield data for the assess
ment of the uncertainties in the preliminary design pa
rameters of the FTR related to critical mass, neutron 
spectrum, Doppler effects, absolute flux level, power 
density distribution, in-core and peripheral control 
worth, test loop worth, sodium-void cft'ects, and neu
tron lifetime. In addition, the FTR-3 will serve as a 
reference for the Engineering Mockup Critical (EMC) 
that will be assembled upon completion of the FTR-3 
experiments. 

Approximately half of the experiments scheduled 
for FTR-3 have been completed in this reporting pe
riod with the remainder scheduled to be comjilcted be
fore the end of 1970. The experiments that have been 
completed include measurements of neutron spectrum, 

* WAI,)CO Corporation, a Subsidiary of Westinghouse 
]-;lectric Corporation, Richland, Washington. 

Doppler effect, small sample central worths, radial 
worth traverses, radial and axial reaction rate traverses 
and central reaction rate ratios. All of these experi
ments are being reported in other papers (referenced 
below) in this annual report. 

The purpose of this paper is to provide a detailed 
description of the assembly including the worths of 
the ZPR-9 control and safety rods, the temperature 
coefficient of reactivity, the critical mass, and worths 
of core boundary adjustments. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE ASSEMBLY 

Figures II-2-1 and II-2-2 show the matrix loading 
pattern for the assembly. Table II-2-I lists the major 
dimensions and core volumes. The radii given are the 
radii of area-equivalent circles. The peripheral control 
zones have the same axial height as the inner and 
outer cores. Each control zone is made up of four 
drawers in each half of the assembly. The atom den
sities for each region of the assembly are listed in Table 
II-2-II. Drawer loading patterns are shown in Figs. 
II-2-3 through II-2-10. Some minor deviations from 
the piece-size distributions shown were required be
cause of inventory limitations. The inner core zone has 
a two drawer cell; each of the other regions has a one 

, drawer cell. The inner core Type A drawers are in the 
even-numbered matrix columns, the Type B draw-ers 
are in the odd-numbered columns. The radial shield 
consists of 224 tubes of material. As used here, a tube 
of material is 2 x 2 x 60 in., i.e., the contents of a matrix 
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tube extending through botli halves of the reactor. The 
inner ring of the radial shield, consisting of 128 tubes, 
is loaded as shown in Fig. II-2-9. The outer ring of the 
radial shield, consisting of 96 tubes, is loaded as shown 
in Fig. II-2-10. The spring ga])s indicated in Figs. 
II-2-7 and II-2-8 are 0.79 cm. In the radial shield 
the gap is 0.47 cm. 

CONTROL AND SAFETY RODS 

Five fuel-bearing dual-purpose control/safety rods 
were installed in each half of the reactor. The locations 
of these rods could be changed to meet the reciuire-
ments of the experimental ]irogram. When located in 
the inner core region they were always assigned a Type 
B location and loading. When partially or fully with
drawn a void was left in the core region. The stroke of 
this type rod from full-in to full-out is approximately 
61 cm. Table II-2-III gives the measured worth for 
full travel of the fuel bearing rods as a function of the 
radial location of the rod in the core. 

In addition to the fuel rods there were five or six 
poison rods in each half of the reactor. The flexibihty 
for locating the poison rods is somewhat limited. With 
a core the size of FTR-3 there are only twelve loca
tions for poison rods within the boundaries of the fueled 
zones. Four of these locations are at a radius of 38.7 
cm and the other eight are at 42.9 cm from the core 
axis which is at the center of tube 23-23. The poison 
rods contain boron powder, and the loading varies sig
nificantly from rod to rod. The average is about 160 g 
of B-10 in each rod. The active length of the rods is 

RADIAL SHIELD - - RADIAL REFLECTOR 

PERIPHERAL CONTROL 
ZONES 

9 7 4 

85,4 

71 4 

60.3 

UNLOADED MATRIX 

RADIAL SHIELD 

RADIAL REFLECTOR 

PERIPHERAL I 
CONTROL ZONE 1 

OUTER CORE 

INNER CORE 

AXIAL 
REFLECTOR 

0 45 .8 77.2 122.2 

AXIAL HALF HEIGHT, cm 

FIG. II-2-2. Side View of FTR-3 in ZPR-9. ANL Neg. No. 
116-525. 

TABLE II-2-I. DIMENSIONS AND Coiti: VOLUME OF FTR-3 

Inner zone radius, cm 
Outer zone radius, t-m 
Radial reflector outer radius, cm 
Radial shield outer radius, cm 
Core height (excluding axial reflector), cm 
Axial reflector thickness, cm 
Core volume, liters 

Inner core 
Outer c3re 

Total 

37.(i 
60.3 
85.4 
97.4 
91.6 
31.4 

406.3 
638.9 

1045.2 

F I G . II-2-1. FTR-3 Reference Configuration. ANL Neg. 
No. 116-626. 

61 cm and they have a stroke of 76 cm. The average 
worths of the rods were determined to be about 140 Ih 
at the 38.7 cm radius and 120 Ih at the 42.9 cm radius. 

TEMPERATURE COEFFICIENT 

The temperature coefficient of reactivity for FTR-3 
was determined by making repeated observations of 
the critical control rod configuration in tlie reference 
core to determine the excess reactivity at different core 
temperatures. 

The data consisted of the average position of a pre
viously calibrated control rod required to maintain a 
specified power level and the readings from 21 thermo-
coujilcs distributed throughout the reactor core. Al
though the average of the thermocouple readings did 
not truly represent the core average temperature, it 
did give a consistent sampling of the temperature dis
tribution and provided a relative gauge of changes of 
core temperature. 
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Isotope or Element 

Pu-238 
Pu-239 
Pu-240 
Pu-241 
Pu 242 

Pu-239 4- Pn 241 
Pu-240 -1- Pu-242 

Pu 
U-235 
U-238 

U 
Mo 
Na 
0 
0 
Fe 
Cr 
Ni 
Mn 
Al 

B-10 
B-U 

B 

TABLE 11-2 

Inner Core 
Type A 

0.0000 
0.8814 
0.1167 
0.0181 
0.0019 
0.8996 
0.1186 
1.0187 
0.0125 
5.7811 
5.7936 
0.2340 
9.1731 
0.0257 

14.454 
13.363 
2.7593 
1.3166 
0.2026 

— 
— 
_ 
— 

Inner Core 
Type B 
Drawer 

1.0690 
0.0510 
0.0049 
0.0001 
1.0739 
0.0511 
1.1250 
0.0069 
3.2769 
3.2838 
0.0123 

11.208 
0.0356 
8.7577 

13.234 
3.8193 
1.8224 
0.2804 
0.1109 

— 
— 
— 

11. FTR-S 

Inner Core 
Avg" 

0.0003 
0.9784 
0.0827 
0.0113 
0.0010 
0.9897 
0.0837 
1.0737 
0.0096 
4.4864 
4.4960 
0.1194 

10.225 
0.0308 

11.609 
13.296 
3.3073 
1.5781 
0.2428 
0.0574 

— 
— 
— 

. \ T O M Ilj-.NSITIES, 10^' 

Outer Core 

0.0006 
1.4669 
0.1723 
0.0227 
0.0022 
1.4896 
0.1745 
1.6647 
0.0125 
5.9000 
5.9125 
0.4412 
8.7013 
1.0686 

12.717 
15.906 
3.1571 
1.5064 
0.2318 

— 
— 
~ 
— 

Outer Core 
Drawer 

Next 
to B-10 
Rods 

0.0006 
1.4466 
0.1704 
0.0225 
0.0022 
1.4691 
0.1726 
1.6423 
0.0114 
4.9970 
5.0084 
0.4338 
6.2784 
1.0684 
8.0809 

14.124 
3.1204 
1.4889 
0.2291 

— 
— 
— 
— 

ATOMS/CM^ 

Peripheral 
Control 
Zones 

— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 

0.0105 
4.1257 

14.043 

— 
11.320 
3.2536 
1.5525 
0.2389 

— 
10.698 
43.387 
54.085 

Reflector 

— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 0.0078 

6.7544 
0.1646 

— 
8.4575 
2.432 

48.072 
0.2864 

— 
— 
— 
— 

.\xial 
Reflector 

-
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 0.0079 

9.2102 
0.0231 

— 
8.6898 
2.4614 

38.1013 
0.2789 

— 
— 
— 
— 

Radial 
Shield 

-
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 0.036 

6.754 
0.105 

— 
39.022 
11.258 
5.372 
0.827 

— 
— 
— 
— 

• 140 Type A drawers and 150 Type B drawers. 
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The core excess reactivity appeared to be a linear 
function of temperature over the range of the measure
ments. . \ least squares analysis gave a value of 3.39 ± 
0,04 Ih /°C for the temperature coefficient of reactivity 
for the reference core. 

EDGE WORTH MEASUREMENTS AND CRITICAL 

MASS ADJUSTMENT 

The worths of outer-core drawers relative to radial 
reflector material and the worths of inner core drawers 
relative to outer core material -were measured at se
lected locations along the outer core- -reflector and 
inner core- -outer core boundaries of FTR-3. Each 
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T.\BLK I l - 2 - i n . FUEL-BF. . IRISG ROD WORTH 

Kadius, 
cm 

5.53 
15.64 
22.80 
42.12 
44,59 

Worth, 
Ih 

95.0 
93.0 
87.4 
81.7 
76.5 

Type 

Inner Core, Type B 
IiHier Core, Type B 
Inner Core, Type B 
Outer Core 
Outer Core 

FIG. II-2-9. Radial Shield Drawer Loading Pattern—Inner 
Ring. ANL Neg. No. 116-622. 

worth was measured by determining the position of a 
previously calibrated control rod necessary to main
tain a specified power level. Corrections were made for 
temperature differences and for the reactivity effect of 
the decay of Pu-241. The measured worths of the 
drawer exchanges are listed in Table II-2-IV. The last 
column of the table gives the worth of the exchange 
divided by the net gain or loss of fissile mass (Pu-
239 + Pu-241 + U-235). The estimated uncertainty 
in the wofth does not include uncertainties due to 
inaccuracy in the calibration of the control rods used 
in making the measurements. 

All outer core drawers were loaded the same except 
for different sizes of plutonium plates used to make up 
the fuel columns in the drawers. The type of outer core 
drawer used in these exchanges was designated Outer 
Core C. The atom densities for this type drawer are 
given in Table II-2-V. The atom densities for the inner 
core and radial reflector draw-ers are given in Table 
II-2-II . 

The specific worths of drawer exchanges w êre an
alyzed as a function of radius (core center to drawer 
center) using a linear least-squares analysis. Each 
point was weighted by the inverse of its uncertainty. 
At the outer core- -radial reflector boundary the specific 
worth can be represented by: 

p ± 3.54(Ih/kg) = -2.05(Ih/kg-cm) r (cm) 

+ 144.88(Ih/kg) 

for the range 55 cm < r < 63 cm. Evaluating this at 
the average outer core radius (60.27 cm) gave 21.33 ± 
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TABLE II-2-IV. ScMMAHV or 

Type of Drawer 
Removed 

Inner Core A 
Inner Core A 
Outer Core C 
Outer Core C 
Inner Core B 
Inner Core B 
Inner Core B 
Outer Core C 
Outer Core C 
Outer Core C 
Radial Reflector 
Radial Reflector 
Radial Reflector 

Boron Control 0-10 in. 

T\-pe of Drawer 
.«ded 

Outer Core C 
Outer Core C 
Inner Core A 
Inner Core A 
Outer Core C 
Outer Core C 
Outer Core C 
Inner Core B 
Radial Reflector 
Radial Reflector 
Outer Core C 
Outer Core C 
Outer Core C 

Radial Reflector 0-10 in. 

Mi-;AsuREiwi-:N-rs OF DRAW-I-;R EXCHANGE WORTH IN FTR-3 

Malri.\ 
Position 

M-19-28 
M-17-26 
M-18-28 
M-16-2li 
M-17-23 
M-18-27 
M-20-29 
M-18-28 
M-23-33 
M-16-31 
M-23-34 
M-23-34 
M-15-31 
S 20-11 
S 20-12 
S 21-11 
S 21-12 

Radius, 
cm 

35.41 
37.1 
39.11 
42.12 
33.10 
35.41 
37.1 
39.11 
56.31 
58.79 
60.84 
60.84 
62.51 

Worth of E.\change," 
Ih 

39.24 
37.41 

-38 .27 
-33 .69 ± 0.96 

21.33 
20.10 
19.78 

-20 .52 
-26 .19 
-21 .74 

14.47 
13.66 
16.82 
90.41 

Specific Worth,'' 
Ih kg 

124.38 
118.58 
121..30 

106.79 ± 3.04 
96,26 
90.70 
89.26 
92.00 
31.84 
26.43 
17.59 
16.60 
20.45 

" The estimated error equals ±0.G8 Ih unless otherwise stated. 
t- The estimated error equals ±2.16 Ih/kg, ±3.07 Ih/kg, and ±0.83 Ih/kg for ICA-OC, ICB-OC, and OC-RR types of exchange, 

respectively, unless otherwise staled. 

TABLE II-2-V. ATOM DENSITIES FOR OUTER Come 

DR.UVER—TYPK C 

Isotope or Element 

Pu-2.38 
Pu-239 
Pu-240 
Pu-241 
Pu-242 
U-235 
U-238 

Mo 
Na 
C 
0 
Fe 
Or 
Ni 
Mil 

--Mom Densities, 
10" atoms/cm^ 

0.0006 
1.4446 
0.1702 
0.0226 
0,0022 
0,01-22 
5.8008 
0.4332 
8.7013 
1.0686 

12.7174 
15.9273 
3.1633 
1,5094 
11,23-25 

3.54 Ih/kg for the conversion factor from outer-edge 
fissile mass to reactivity. (The average radius is the 
radius of a cylinder having the cross-sectional area of 
the core.) 

At the inner core- -outer core boundary the fissile-
mass normalization did not completely account for the 
difference between A- and B-type drawers. I t was as
sumed, however, that the slopes of the curves of spe
cific worth versus radius were the same for both sets 
of data. A fit to the data was made by carrying an 
additive normalization constant through the weighted 
least-squares analysis. The root-mcan-square devia
tion of the normalized specific worths about the fitted 

line was minimized with rcs]iect to the normalization 
constant. The fitted slope and weighted average specific 
worth and radius were then used to determine fitted 
lines for both sets of data. An average of these two 
linos weighted by the total number of A or B drawers 
in the inner core is the best representation of the aver
age specific worth function across the boundary: 

4.05(Ih/kg) -1.624(Ih/kg-cm) r (cm) 

-H 165.27(Ih/kg) 

for the range 33 cm < r < 43 cm. Evaluating this at 
the average inner core radius (37.58 cm) gave 104.24 ± 
4.05 Ih/kg for the conversion factor from inner-ljound-
ary fissile mass to reactivity. 

The final entry at the bottom of Table II-2-IV gives 
the results of a substitution of radial-reflector material 
for peripheral boron control material. This substitution 
was made in a cluster of four drawers of one peripheral 
control zone. The volume in which the substitution was 
made extended 10 in. into the stationary half from the 
midplane of the assembly. 

The FTR-3 critical mass is summarized in Table II-
2-\T. The average specific worth of fissile-mass ex
change at the two boundaries was used to determine 
the fissile-mass ad,justment for fully inserting control 
rod No. 9 and correcting for the fact that the core was 
subcritical at the reference power level. Adjustment at 
the inner core-outer core boundary effectively increases 
the inner core radius. Ad.iustment at the outer core-
radial reflector boundary effectively decreases the outer 
core radius. I t should be noted that the corrected criti-
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TABLE II-2-VI. CRITICVL M . \ S S OK ZPR-9 ASSEMDLY 26 {FTR-3) 

Reference Conditions of FTIi-3 .\s Built 

1) Temperature 30°C 
2) No. 9 Control rod withdrawn 67.18 cm 

(all others fully inserted) 
3) All B-10 blades fully withdrawn 
4) Subcritical by 0,99 Ih 
5) 641.948 (kg of Pu-239, Pu-241, U-236) 

.Adjustment for: 

Control rod No. 9 partially withdrawn 
Reference core subcritical at reference power level 

Reactivity effect 
of adjustment," 

Ih 

-80 .27 ± 0.48 
-1-0.99 ± 0.08 

Adjusted critical mass of unsmoothed, heterogeneous cylinder 

Fissile-mass adjustment 
at outer core-inner 

core Ijoundarv 
(kg of Pu-239 + 

Pu-241 + U-235) 

-0 .771 ± 0.031 
-fO.OlO ± 0.001 

541,19 

Fissile-mass adjustment 
at outer core-radial 
reflector tjoundarv 

(kg of Pu-239, • 
Pu-241, U-235) 

- 3 . 7 6 8 ± 0.626 
-1-0.046 ± 0.009 

538.23 

• 1% ik/k = 1064 Ih. 

cal mass includes no corrections for smoothing of the 
boundaries, for the reactivity effect of the interface gap 
between assembly halves, or for the effect of core het
erogeneity. It should be noted that the core-average 
thermocouple reading (30°C) is not a true representa
tion of the core-average temperature. 

FTR-3 PROGRAM OF E.XPERIMENTS 

The material covered in the previous sections of this 
paper represents Step No. 1 of the Detailed Plans for 
FTR-3 Experiments. Steps 1 through 7 were completed 
in this reporting period. Stcjis 2 through 7 are reported 

in other jiapers in this annual report as follows; 

Step No. Paper No. 

2 
3 

4 and 5 
6 
7 

Paper 11-22 
Paper 11-6 
Paper 11-5 
Paper II-5 
Paper 11-3 

REFERENCES 

1. Reactor Development Program Progress Report, ANL-766S, 
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II-3. Central React ion Ratios in ZPR-9 Assembly 26, FTR-3 

A . B . Lo.NG AND C. D . S W A N S O N 

The seventh step ol the FTR-3 Phase B Critical Ex
periments Program consisted of measuring fission and 
capture ratios at the center of ZPR-9 .\ssembly 26. The 
fission ratios of Pu-239/U-235, U-238/U-235, and Pu-
240/U-235, as well as the 1-238 capture to U-235 fis
sion ratios were measured and are reported here. 

The fission ratio measurements were made with gas 
flow fission counters of the Kirn design.' The U-238 
capture to U-235 fission ratio was determined by ra
diochemical means.^ 

EXPERIMENTAL METHOD 

The reaction ratio measurements w-ere performed in 
loading No. 69 of Assembly 26. This loading was a 

slightly modified version of the reference core configu
ration. (See Paper II-2) . The modifications included 
the fine autorod in matrix position 24-16 and two Kirn 
counters. One Kirn counter was used as a monitor to 
normalize different reactor runs to the same power 
level and it was located in position M 28-19. The sec
ond Kirn counter was used for the actual fission rate 
measurements and it was located in a 2 x 2 x 2 in. void 
at the front of matrix position M 23-23. A diagram of 
the detector position, drawer loading, and cable void 
is shown in Fig. II-3-1. 

All of the different fission rates were measured by 
placing the proper source foil in the central Kirn 
counter and counting the fissions while the reactor was 

file:///ssembly
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V/////////////7/.i^^(-^W/////////////////A 

9 10 II 12 13 14 15 16 17 
inches 

19 20 21 22 23 24 

F I G . II-3-1. Load Diagram of Drawer Coiilaiiiing a Kirn Fission Counter. ANL Neg. No. 116-379. 

TABLE II-3-I. CoMPosiTiu.N A.\D ^L\ss OF FISSION DETECTOR SOURCES AND FISSION FOIL.S 

Source or Foil 

U-235 detector source 
U-238 detector source 
Pu-239 detector source 
Pu-240 detector source 
U-235 foils 
U 238 foils 

Total 
iVlass 

79.43 lig 
98.72 Mg 
82.29 Mg 
60.78 Mg 
0.1093 g 
0,5123 g 

U-234 

0.03 

— 
— 
— 

1.03 

— 

U-235 

99.86 
0.01 

— 
— 

93.06 
0.22 

U-236 

0.06 

— 
— 
~ 

0.26 

— 

Weight Percent 

U-238 

0.05 
99.99 

— 
— 
5.63 

99.78 

Pu-239 

— 
— 

98.94 
0.77 

— 
-

Pu-240 

— 
— 
1.01 

98.58 

— 
— 

Pu-241 

— 
— 

0.05 
0.54 

— 
— 

TABLE 1I-3-II. ME.VSCRED FISSION C.VPTURi: R.VTIOS 

Ratio and Measurement Technique 

"•Pu//"'U/ by detector 
»"'Pu,/'"U, by detector 
'"U//'"U, by detector 
'^^Vf/'^^Uf by radiochemistry 
-̂ ®Uc/"*U/ by radiochemistry 

0.984 ± 0.022 
0.256 ± 0.006 

0,0250 ± 0,0006 
0.0234 ± 0,0013 

0,161 ± 0,009 

at a predetermined power. The following six reactor 
runs were performed: 

1. U-235 fi.ssion 
2. U-235 fission—test of reproducibility 
3. Pu-239 fission 
4. U-238 fission 
5. Pu-240 fission 
6. U-235 fission -I- foil irradiation to determine 

U-235 fission and U-238 capture rates. 
During each run several scaler counts were taken of 
both the central detector and the monitor detector. In 
addition a fission or alpha spectrum was recorded for 
both detectors in coincidence with the discriminator 
output that was counted by the scalers. 

The fission rates were determined by correcting the 
scaler counts for deadtime and then for background 
using the recorded spectra. Because of small long-term 
drifts in the reactor instrumentation it was necessary^ 
to normalize the fission rates measured in different re
actor runs with the corrected monitor count rate. 

During the sixth reactor run, two U-238 foils {Vs in. 
diam by 0.0055 in. thick) and two U-235 foils (%o in. 
diam by 0.0044 in. thick) were attached to the front 
face of the central counter. Following the irradiation 
the total number of fissions which occurred in each foil 
was determined by radiochemical separation and 
counting of Mo-99.'-' In addition, the total number of 
captures which occurred in the U-238 foils was deter
mined by radiochemical separation and counting of 
Np-239.<=i 

RESULTS 

The isotopic compositions of the various fission 
sources and fission foils are given in Table II-3-I. The 
thickness of each of the fission sources was about 20 
Jig/cm-. For this reason any error in the absolute fis
sion rate which was produced by finite source thick
ness, cancels when the ratio of two fission rates is 
determined. The fission in the U-235 counter and foils 
which were due to the U-238 impurities, and the fis
sions in the U-238 counters and foils which were due 
to the U-235 impurities were corrected for by solving 
the simultaneous equations using the corrected data 
and the isotopic concentrations. The same type of cor
rection was made for the Pu-240 impurities in the Pu-
239 counter and the Pu-239 impurities in the Pu-240 
counter. 

The values for the fission ratios of Pu-239/U-235, 
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U-238/U-235 and Pu-240/U-235 and for the U-238 
capture to U-235 fission ratio are given in Table 
II-3-II. In the case of the detector measurements, the 
errors can be attributed mostly to the uncertainty in 
the mass of the fission foils. The errors due to counting 
statistics and background correction were always less 
than 1%. The standard deviations in the three detector 
measurements of the U-235 fission rate which were 
made on different days, was less than 0.2%. The errors 
associated with the radiochemical analysis were some
what larger (6%). This larger error and the possible 
effect of foil thickness on fission rate probably account 

for the difference between the radiochemical and the 
detector A-alues for the fission ratio of U-238/U-235. 
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II-4. M e a s u r e d React ion Rate Distr ibut ions in ZPR-9 Assembly 26, FTR-3 

A. B. LONG AND C . D . SWANSON 

The sixth step of the FTR-3 Phase B Critical Ex
periments Program consisted of measuring the Pu^^° 
(n,j), U-''"(n,/) and W'{n,a) reaction rate distribu
tions in ZPR-9 Assembly 26. Two sets of radial distri
butions were measured, the first near the center plane 
of the reactor and the second close to the core-reflector 
interface; and two sets of axial distributions were 
measured, the first along the axis of the inner core and 
the second along the middle of the outer core. The per
turbation produced by the traverse void and detector 

was investigated by comparing the U^^*(n,/) detector 
measurements with foil activation data taken before 
the traverse void was installed. The effect of neutron 
streaming in the void was studied by placing stainless 
steel plugs in front of the detectors. 

EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURE 

For each of the four sets of traverse measurements, 
modifications were made to the reference core configu
ration. (See Paper II-2) . In addition to the void intro-

Radial Distance 
From Center, 

in. 

0.000 
2.177 
4.534 
6.631 
8.708 

10.885 
13.062 
15.239 
17.416 
19.593 
20,681 
21.770 
22.868 
23.947 
26.124 
28.301 
30.478 
32.666 
34.832 
37.009 

T.ABLE II-4-I. R.vni.iL TRAVERSE NE.\R MIOPLANI; 

Pu"»(n,/) 

17062 ± 144 
17282 ± 187 
17048 ± 180 
16795 ± 184 
15908 ± 178 
16092 ± 166 
14004 ± 154 
12940 ± 142 
11128 ± 125 
9731 ± 113 

8300 ± 61 
8205 ± 81 
8215 ± 82 
8032 ± 82 
7656 ± 81 
7037 ± 77 
5493 ± 65 
3862 ± 44 
2620 ± 30 

Relative Reaction Rate 

Pu'"(»,/) 
With SS Plug 

17565 ± 142 
17473 ± 188 
17211 ± 186 
16843 ± 184 
15956 ± 137 
14990 ± 168 
14036 ± 169 
12700 ± 147 
10984 ± 109 
9418 ± 77 

8166 ± 85 
8125 ± 84 
8144 ± 83 
8022 ± 81 
7721 ± 77 
7026 ± 49 
5425 ± 60 
3721 ± 41 
2387 ± 27 

U"'(n,/) 

2686 ± 29 
2645 ± 44 
2651 ± 44 
2582 ± 43 
2480 ± 28 
2423 ± 42 
2348 ± A2 
2227 ± 41 
1979 ± 38 
1686 ± 24 

1212 ± 30 

698 ± 23 
368 ± 15 
248 ± 12 
100 ± 5 
57 ± 3 
30 ± 2 
47 ± 3 

V^in,!) 
with SS Plug 

2610 ± 28 
2639 ± 43 
2576 ± 44 
2508 ± 43 
2392 ± 30 
2304 ± 41 
2243 ± 40 
2181 ± 39 
1948 ± 36 
1697 ± 21 

1213 ± 21 

6li5 ± 14 
347 ± 7 
172 ± 4 
93 ± 2 
54 ± 2 
28 ± 1 
13 ± 1 

B"(n,a) 

19032 ± 73 
19009 ± 146 
18907 ± 146 
18115 ± 142 
17238 ± 69 
16302 ± 135 
14436 ± 127 
13068 ± 121 
11259 ± 113 
9784 ± 37 
9276 ± 72 
9192 ± 71 
9666 ± 72 

10720 ± 75 
12269 ± 79 
12942 ± 81 
12410 ± 39 
9794 ± 70 
6706 ± 68 
4193 ± 46 
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TAliLi'; 11-4-11. i;.\i>iAi. TH.WKUSE NKAU Coiti;-I!i:FLi:rTOR 
INTKUI'WCI; 

Radial 
Distance 
From 
Center, 

0.000 

2.177 

4.364 

0.531 

8.708 

10,885 

13,062 

15,239 

17.416 

19.593 

20.682 

21.770 

22.858 

23.947 

26.124 

28.301 

30.478 

32.655 

34.832 

37.009 

f>i.'"{n,f) 

13505 ± 
13073 ± 
13037 ± 
12261 ± 
11961 ± 
11118 ± 
10339 ± 
9011 ± 
7703 ± 

6640 ± 

5894 ± 

5719 ± 

5691 ± 

5522 ± 

5041 ± 

3975 ± 

2956 ± 

2148 ± 

171 
197 
198 
190 
163 
174 
162 
144 
111 
85 

89 

88 
89 
89 
74 
64 
50 
.36 

Relative Reaction Rate 

V'in,]) 

1715 ± 26 
1711 ± 36 
1665 ± 35 
1640 ± 35 
1686 ± 24 
1564 ± 35 
1514 ± 34 
1413 ± 33 
1240 ± 31 
1031 ± 20 

787 ± 20 

456 ± 14 
231 ± 6 
127 ± 4 
70 ± 2 
42 ± 1 
23 ± 1 
15 ± 1 

U»(n,/) 
With Hole 
Mat. in 
Refl. 

1716 ± 26 

1696 ± 24 

1025 ± 21 

460 ± 12 
237 ± 6 
120 ± 4 
69 ± 1 
39 ± 1 
22 ± 1 

B'«(n,o) 

21350 ± 56 

21229 ± 100 

20686 ± 158 

20214 ± 156 

18991 ± 76 

17737 ± 147 

15991 ± 140 

13638 ± 131 

11316 ± 120 

10096 ± 56 

9513 ± 108 

9581 ± 107 

9643 ± 106 

10663 ± 77 

11772 ± 79 

12265 ± 79 

11765 ± 38 

9512 ± 69 

6743 ± 58 

4463 ± 47 

TABLE II-4-I11, Axi,\L TR,V 

Axial Dis
tance From 
Midplane, 

in. 

0.0 
2.0 
4.0 
6.0 
8.0 
10.0 

12.0 

14.0 

16.0 

17.0 

18.0 

19.0 

19.5 

20.0 

21.0 

22.0 

24.0 

26.0 

28.0 

30.0 

Pu»>(n,.() 

17152 

17071 

16967 

16296 

15585 

15173 

14124 

13413 

13572 

14109 

15405 

17343 

18836 

20496 

21042 

21630 

20543 

17714 

13908 

9966 

± 200 
± 209 
± 215 
± 197 
± 221 
± 219 
± 210 
± 204 
± 183 
± 212 
± 225 
± 245 
± 260 
± 258 
± 278 
± 259 
± 223 
± 227 
± 186 
± 143 

Relative Reaction Rate 

U™(n,/) 

2849 ± 33 
2836 ± 49 
2774 ± 48 
2733 ± 35 
2576 ± 47 
2369 ± 45 
2213 ± 44 
1987 ± 42 
1(590 ± 28 

1256 ± 31 
994 ± 32 

752 ± 24 
607 ± 21 
464 ± 16 
309 ± 12 
213 ± 8 
134 ± 5 
83 ± 3 

U™(n,/) 
with SS 
Plug 

2832 ± 32 
2819 ± 46 
2769 ± 46 
2703 ± 32 
2475 ± 36 
2439 ± 44 
2161 ± 41 
1952 ± 39 
1670 ± 25 

1233 ± 28 
1000 ± 30 

778 ± 21 
641 ± 21 
488 ± 16 
292 ± 11 
245 ± 9 
139 ± 5 

B'»(«,o) 

19614 ± 48 

19725 ± 145 

19301 ± 143 

18631 ± 140 

18152 ± 98 

17397 ± 135 

17103 ± 67 

17423 ± 135 

18951 ± 140 

24471 ± 158 

28980 ± 171 

34348 ± 186 

39430 ± 199 

39161 ± 99 

35226 ± 187 

27930 ± 167 

19011 ± 138 

duced for the detectors to move through, the autorod 
remained in matrix position 24-16 and a Kirn' counter 
was installed in position M 28-19. The Kirn counter 
was to have been used as a flux monitor, although this 
was later found to be unnecessary. The reactivity 

changes caused by these modificati ' compen
sated by adjusting the inner-outer core boundary. 

The central radial traverses were made by moving 
the various detectors through a 2.8 cm diam hole ap
proximately 4.4 cm from the reactor midplane using 
the radial sample changer. The radial traverses near 
the core-reflector interface were made in the same man
ner except that the cross section of the traverse hole 
was 3.8 X 5.1 cm and it was located 38.1 cm from the 
reactor midplane. Both voids extended from the edge 
of the reflector to 14 era past the core center. 

TABLE II-4-IV. AxiM, TR.WKRSK, OUTER CORE 

A.xial Dis-

Midplane, 
in. 

0,0 
2,0 
4,0 
6.0 

8.0 

10.0 

12.0 

14.0 

16.0 

17.0 

18.0 

19.0 

20,0 

21.0 

22.0 

23.0 

24.0 

26.0 

28.0 

30.0 

Relative Reaction Rate 

Pu'»"(n,/) 

10226 ± 147 

10411 ± 161 
9923 ± 176 
9794 ± 176 
9274 ± 157 
9343 ± 160 
8111 ± 135 
7581 ± 144 
7354 ± 138 
7577 ± 140 
8327 ± 136 
9847 ± 170 
10974 ± 184 
12036 ± 196 
13118 ± 187 
12383 ± 196 
12087 ± 165 
10686 ± 171 
8190 ± 138 
5870 ± 107 

U™(n,/) 

1999 ± 24 
2000 ± 37 
2013 ± 31 
1924 ± 37 
1882 ± 30 
1765 ± 29 
1626 ± 24 
1444 ± 35 
1227 ± 36 

890 ± 31 

489 ± 17 

308 ± 14 

181 ± 8 
117 ± 6 
80 ± 4 
71 ± 3 

B"(n,a) 

28751 ± 63 

28291 ± 176 

27429 ± 174 

27423 ± 174 

25681 ± 168 

24770 ± 165 

23672 ± 80 

23155 ± 159 

26470 ± 164 

34468 ± 189 

43468 ± 210 

52863 ± 231 

63071 ± 251 

66099 ± 255 

63761 ± 12(i 

57776 ± 240 

45781 ± 214 

32922 ± 181 

' « 

-

INNER CORE 

» « 

m 

OUTER CORE 

> 

n 

REFLECVDR 

WITHOUr SS PLUG 

VITH S3 PLUG 

W K 

n 

i 

t 

X 

l?ADIAL DISIANCE FROM CENTER. I N . 

F I G . II-4-1. Pu»='(n./) Reaction Rate, Radial Traverse 
Near Reactor Midplane, .4-VL Neg. No. 118-401. 



4. Long and Swanson 67 

The axial traverses were made using a special "L" 
shaped drawer which provided a 2.7 x 2.7 cm void ex
tending the entire length of the core. The different de
tectors were placed in a 2.6 x 2.6 cm drawer which was 
then traversed through the void using the Doppler 
oscillator equipment. The inner core axial traverse was 
done in the central matrix position S/M 23-23. The 
axial traverse in the outer core was done in matrix po
sition S/M 15-24. In both cases the "L" drawer was 
loaded to provide atom density ratios as close as pos
sible to those of the surrounding draw'ers. 

The Pu-^'(n,/) and U-''{?i,/) measurements were 
made with a 2.54 cm diam gas flow counter similar in 
design to F. S. Kirn's design.' The fissionable material 
with electrolytically deposited to a thickness of 20 
Pg/cm- on a polished stainless steel disk. The disk 
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Fio. II-4-6. Comparison of Foil and Counter Data for U"* 
{n,f) Radial Traverse Near Reactor Midplane. ANL Neg. No. 
116-140 Rev. 1. 

served as one end of the detector and was positioned 
perpendicularly to the direction of traverse. The com
position of the Pu-239 foil was 98.94% Pu-239, 1.01% 
Pu-240 and 0.05% Pu-241. The composition of the 
U-238 foil was 99.99% U-238 and 0.014% U-235. Be
cause of the high purity of the foils no corrections were 
made for isotopic composition. The counting results 
were corrected for background as a function of detector 
position. This was accomplishetl by recording fission 
spectra at different points along the traverse and de
termining the background correction from these spec
tra. 
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Distance 
from 
Core 

Centerline, 
cm 

3.0 
14.0 
25.1 

4.9 
16.9 
27.0 

5.8 
16.9 
27.9 

7.4 
18.5 
29.5 

10.4 
21.4 
32.6 

0.3 
10.7 
21.8 
32.8 

11.0 
22.1 
33.1 

12.9 
24.0 
35.0 

36.7 
42.3 
47.8 
53.3 

T.ABLE 

Relative 
Fission 

.\ctivity, 
Counting 

Error < 1 % 

0.772 
0.750 
0.708 

0.824 
0.794 
0.734 

0.858 
0.828 
0.779 

0.771 
0.741 
0.690 

0.864 
0.805 
0.753 

1.000 
0.981 
0.940 
0.858 

0.987 
0.918 
0.852 

0.783 
0.736 
0.697 

0.712 
0.645 
0.552 
0.432 

j_4_V c'-"'.38 R\DI\L FISSION UISTRIBCTIO.N" NE.^R ]MiDPL.i-\E ME.^SURED WITH F I -. ; 

Foil Location 

Drawer 
Type 

Intra Cell Plate 
Components 

Left Plate 

Inner Core ; Sri Drawer 
T\-pe A 

1 

Inner Core 
TyT>e B 

Outer Core 

Na 

Right Plate 

Na 

Fe,Oj 

Pu-U-i lo FeiOj 

Na 

Na 

SS 

Pii-Al 

Na 

NaCOj 

TJiO, 

SS 

Pu-AI 

Na 

TJ.O, 

Pu-SEFOR 

Oistancc 
from 
Core 

interline, 
cm 

37.4 
42.9 
48.4 
53.9 

37.7 
43.2 
48.7 
54.2 

39.3 
44.8 
50.3 
65.8 

40.9 
46.4 
61.9 
57.4 

60.1 
65.6 
71.1 
76.6 
82.2 
87.7 
95.7 

61.3 
66.9 
72.4 
77.9 
83.4 
90.2 

62.6 
68.1 
73.7 
79.2 
84.7 
90.2 
95.7 

Foil Location 
Relative 
Fission 

.AcUvitj', 
Counting 

Error < 1 % 

0.717 
0.638 
0.538 
0.410 

0.689 
0.618 
0.514 
0.389 

0.716 
0.635 
0.516 
0.389 

0.641 
0.556 
0.445 
0.296 

0.219 
0.118 
0.0706 
0.0471 
0.0309 
0.0180 
0.0105 

0.177 
0.101 
0.0624 
0.0417 
0.0262 
0.0151 

0.155 
0.0894 
0.0575 
0.0378 
0.0231 
0.0137 

Drawer 
Type 

Radial Re
flector 

Intra CeU Plate 
Components 

Left Plate 

Pu-SEFOR 

F e , 0 , 

Fe .O. 

Na 

Na 

Ni or SS 

N a 

Right Plate 

FesO, 

Na 

Pu-U-lIo 

U.Os 

Xi or SS 

Ni or SS 

Ni or SS 

1 0.0066 

The B^ln-o) measurements were made with a back-
to-back cylindrical gas flow proportional counter de
signed by L. S. Seller.^ The detector was divided along 
its length to form two half cyhnders, one containing 
the B-10 source and the other a blank. The source cov
ered an area 5.5 x 0.95 cm= and was positioned paral
lel to the direction of traverse. The B-10 data were 
corrected for background, using the counts from the 
blank half of the detector. 

. \ detailed U-238 foil irradition was performed to 

measure the perturbation of the countei^ and the tra
verse void. The irradiation consisted of a radial tra
verse near the reactor midplane in which the foils were 
placed between a number of different plates in each 
drawer, and a central axial traverse which consisted of 
placing foils between three different types of plates 
along the full length of the core and reflector. The 
depleted foils which were used were 0.012 cm thick and 
1..59 cm in diam. After irradiation the foils were 
counted for fissions and the data analyzed according to 
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standard techniques.* The foil irradiations were carried 
out in the reference core configuration without any 
traverse void and without the autorod. 

RESULTS 

The results of the Pu-^^K/,) ^''•"'{n,!) a n d B " ( n , a ) 
counter reaction rate traverses for the central radial 
traverse, the core-reflector interface traverse, the inner 
core axial traverse, and the outer core axial traverse 
are given in Tables II-4-I through II-4-IV, respec
tively. In addition, the data for the central radial and 
axial inner core traverses are plotted in Figs. II-4-1 
through II-4-6. The traverse data have not been cor
rected for the efficiency of the detectors or for the mass 
of the foils; therefore, the results of traverses with 
different foils cannot be compared directly. 

In order to check the effects of neutrons streaming 
down the void a 1 in. long by 1 in. diam stainless steel 
plug was placed in front of the fission detector. Stain
less steel of this thickness has an attenuation of ap
proximately 0.6 for the mean energy neutron in the 
core. With this plug in place the Pu^^'fn,/) and 
U^"(r!,/) central radial traverses and the U^**(ji,/) 
inner core axial traverse were remeasured. The results 
are included in the appropriate tables and it is appar
ent that any difference is less than the statistical un
certainty of the data. A comparison of the Pu-^^(»,/) 
data with and without the plug is shown in Fig. II-4-1. 

Because of the misalignment of the reactor matrix 

TABLE II-4-VI. U-238 Axi.ii, Fissio.-; DISTKUIUTION, 
INNEH CORE, MK.VSUKED WITH FOILS 

Jr^ a J T" 

0.9 # 

° ° * * 

D O 

"T 

TRAVERSE COUNTER 

FOILS BETWEEN: 
CORE REFL 

P u - N o N i - N i 
N a - S S N a - N i 
N o - UjOg " 

AXIAL DISTANCE FROM C E N T E R , c m 

Distance from 
Core Center-

line, 
cm 

1.9 
6.7 
9.5 

13.3 
17.2 
21.0 
24.8 
28,6 
32,4 
3li,2 
40,0 
43.8 

47.6 
51,4 
55,3 
59,1 
Ii2,9 
06,7 
70,5 
74,3 

Relative Fission Activity, Counting Error < 1%; 
Inner Core Type B Drawer—Intra Cell 

Foil Locations 

Left Plate—Na 
Right Plate—SS 

0.865 
0.864 
0.852 
0.827 
0,802 
0,773 
0,734 
0,090 
0.643 
0.592 
0,534 
0.460 

Left P l a t e — 
Pu-Al 

R i g h t P l a t e — X a 

0 . 9 9 8 

0 .992 

0 .972 

0 .962 

0 .927 

0.891 
0,848 
0.790 
0.744 
0.684 
0.628 
0.543 

Left Plate—Na 
Right Plate— 

UjO, 

O.Slli 
0.814 
0.799 
0.770 
0.752 
0,720 
OliSl 
0,l>3li 
0.594 
0.53(1 
0.482 
0.399 

Axial Reflector—Intra Cell Foil Locations 
(continuation of above traverses) 

Left Plate—Na 
Right Plate—Ni 

0.292 
0.221 
0,179 
0.143 
0.112 
0.085 
O.OBO 

0 ,039 

Left Plate—Xi 
Right Plate—Xi 

0.290 
0.218 
0.175 
0.141 
0.106 
0.081 
0.0,58 
0.039 

Left Plate—Na 
Right Plate—Ni 

0.304 
0,230 
0,189 
0,150 
0,109 
0.083 
0,0(10 
0,03:1 

F I G . II-4-6. Comparison of Foil and Counter Data for 
U'"(n, / ) Axial Traverse, Inner Core. ANL Neg. No. 116-400. 

it was necessary to make the void used for the radial 
traverse near the core-reflector interface larger than 
the size required by the detector. The effect of this in
creased void on neutron streaming was measured by 
using plates having the proper size traverse hole in the 
reflector region. The U-*^(n,/) counter traverse was 
then rerun in the modified region and the count rate 
decreased by approximately 6%. as indicated in Table 
II-4-II . 

The results of the central radial and axial U-^^(n,/) 
foil traverses are presented in Tables II-4-V and I I -
4-VI respectively. A comparison between these two 
foil traverses and the similar counter traverses, is pre
sented in Figs. II-4-5 and II-4-6. From a traverse with 
a fission counter across the center drawer it was found 
that the counters were insensitive to the intra-cell flux 
distribution. The foils, on the other hand, do not pro
duce significant flux perturbations and they are very 
sensitive to the changes in the intra-cell flux distribu
tion produced by the surrounding plates. This fact 
should be remembered when measured counter distribu-
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tions are interpreted in terms ot the actual distribution 
in a heterogeneous assembly. 
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11-5. Small Sample Reactivity Worth Measurements in ZPR-9 Assembly 26, FTR-3 

,1. W. D.iUGHTRY -\ND R. M . FLEISCHMAN* 

INTRODUCTION 

The central reactivity worths of Pu, U, B-10 and an 
assortment of other materials of interest were meas
ured in ZPR-9 Assembly 26. In addition, radial reac
tivity worth traverses were made with samples of Pu, 
U-238, and B-10. These measurements were done as 
part of the FTR-3 critical experiments program. The 
plutonium and boron data are of particular interest 
due to problems that exist in calculating the worths of 
these materials. The traverse data should prove useful 
in investigating computational difficulties encountered 
at core-reflector boundaries and zoned core interfaces. 

REACTOR CONFIGURATION 

For these experiments a number of modifications 
were made to the FTR-3 reference configuration de
scribed in Paper II-2. The mollifications were: 1) the 
insertion hole for the radial sample changer, 21 the in
stallation of the autorod, and 3) adjustment at the 
inner core-outer core boundary to compensate for the 
reactivity losses due to 1 and 2. The insertion hole was 
approximately 2.86 cm in diameter located 4.45 cm 
axially from the core midplane and extended radially 
along matrix row 23 from the center of the core to the 
outer edge of the radial shield. 

EXPERIME.NTAL M E T H O D AND EQUIPMENT 

The measurements reported here were made by mon
itoring the position of the calibrated autorod while 
pneumatically oscillating the sample in and out of the 
core. A diagram illustrating the sample oscillation and 
autorod control systems is shown in Fig. II-5-1. Two 
boron ion chambers connected in parallel and located 
above the stationary half of the reactor continuously 
monitored the neutron population at that location and 
the servo-control system positioned the autorod to 
maintain a constant current from these chambers. 

•WADCO Corporation, a Subsidiary of Westinghouse 
Electric Corporation, Richland, Washington, 

The sample changer can hold up to eight samples 
which can be selected remotely from the reactor con
trol room. The sample transfer tube is of double wall 
stainless steel construction. A two inch long stainless 
steel plug at the end of the tube was provided to mini
mize neutron streaming effects for the off-center meas
urements. Xeutron streaming with this equipment is 
discussed in Ref. 1. The transfer tube is attached to the 
sample changer which in turn is mounted on a carriage 
that can be moved horizontally to position the samples 
at any point along the radius of the core. 

The sam])les used in these measurements are de
scribed in detail in Tables II-5-I and II-5-II . All sam-
liles w'ere contained in stainless steel capsules. The re
activity w'orths of empty capsules were measured in 
order to make the necessary stainless steel subtrac
tions. 

EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS 

The integral worth of the autorod was determined 
by two calibration methods. Both methods utilized 
comjiuter acquisition of reactor flux data from an ion 
chamber located on top of the ZPR-9 matrix. The first 
method was a computer code based on the Hurliman-
Schmidt- period evaluation. This method gave a value 
of 5.83 ± 0.12 Ih for the total autorod worth. The sec
ond method used inverse kinetics and gave a result of 
5.848 ± 0.009 Ih for the worth. This is the average and 
standard deviation obtained from thirteen measure
ments. The results obtained by the two methods were 
in agreement within the accuracy ol the measurements. 
The second result was used in analyzing the data since 
it was more accurate and because the inverse kinetics 
method was considered more reliable for the conditions 
of these calibrations. 

The linearity of the autorod was checked by oscil
lating a sample, worth about 2.4% of the total autorod 
worth, with the autorod at different positions along its 
total travel. The results of 34 observations of the sam-
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pie worth indicated no significant deviation from line

arity. 

The gross reactivity cfl"ect of each sample was deter

mined from the difference in the average position of 

the calibrated autorod with sample-in and sample-out 

as the autorod maintained a constant power level dur

ing oscillations. The autorod position, pit), was elec

tronically integrated over a 180 or 300 sec inter\'al to 

give an average position pi. The difference in autorod 

position corresponding to the sample worth was ob

tained by grouping the pi's in the form: 

D,_i = ( - l ) ' - ' [ p i - 'Mpi+i + Pi-i)l 

(i = 2, • • • , i l / - l ) , 

where M is the number of pi. There are A' = M — 2 

values of D t . Treating the data in this manner results 

in the cancellation of errors caused by linear and sec

ond order drift in pit), when one obtains the average: 

j_ 
N i 

D Eo* 

Several position integrations were made with the 

autorod at its most reactive position, A, and at its 

least reactive position, B. The gross worth, TF, of a 

sample as a fraction of the total autorod worth, is 

W 
D 

TWO PflRALI 
IQNtZaTION 
CHAMBERS 

-JELECTROMETER 

MASTER 
TIMER 
CONTROL 

^SAMPLE CHANGER 

I I 

SAMPLE 
IHANGER 1 
SAMI 
Char 
CONTROL 

FIG. II-5-1. Radial Sample Changer mid Autorod Control 
Diagram. ANL Neg. No. 116-437. 

Sample 

Ta-4 
Ta-5 
Fe-1 
re.0,-2 
A l l 
Al,0,-3 
B-7 
Poly-1 
Pu-7 
P(i-9 
Pn-11 
Pn-13 
Pn-15 
Pu-17 
Pu-19 
Pu-21 
Pu-23 
MB-20 
MB-21 
MB-23 
MB-24 
MB-25 
D-1 
D.29 
I)-33 
D-37 
MB-19 

Material 
Element or 

Isotope 

Tantalum 
Tantalum 
Iron 
Iron Oxide 
Aluminum 
Aluminum Oxide 
B-10 
Polyethylene 
Plutonium 
Plutonium 
Plutonium 
Plutonium 
Plutonium 
Plutonium 
Plutonium 
Plutonium 
Plutonium 
U-235 
U-235 
U-238 
U-238 
U-238 
304 SS 
304 SS 
304 SS 
304 SS 
304 SS 

TABLE II-5-I 

State 

Solid 
Solid 
Solid 
Powder 
Solid 
Solid 
Powder 
Solid 
Solid 
Solid 
Solid 
Solid 
Solid 
Solid 
Solid 
Solid 
Solid 
Solid 
Solid 
Solid 
Solid 
Solid 
Dummy 
Dummy 
Dummy 
Dummy 
Dummy 

. PiciiTuun.vTioN SAMPLI: 1 

Geometry 

Annulus 
Annulus 
Cylinder 
Cylinder 
Cylinder 
Cvlinder 
Annulus 
Cylinder 
Annulus 
Annulus 
Annulus 
Aiuuilus 
Aiuiulus 
Annulus 
Ainiulus 
AiHiulus 
Aimulus 
Ainuilus 
Annulus 
Annulus 
Annulus 
Annulus 

ESCRIPTIONS 

Dimensions, 
in. 

OD 

0.378 
0.378 
0.389 
0.401 
0.390 
0..376 * 
0.400 
0,390 
0,390 
0,390 
0,390 
0,390 
0.390 
0,390 
0,390 
0.390 
0.390 
0.836 
0.835 
0.836 
0.835 
0.835 

Thickness 

0.021 
0.011 

— 
— 
— 
— 

0,0094 

— 
0.005 
0.016 
0.025 
0.005 
0.015 
0.025 
0.005 
0.015 
0.025 
0.005 
0.016 
0.005 
0.016 
0.030 

Length 

2.174 
2.175 
2.172 
2.109 
2.173 
2.174 
2.1733 
2.173 
2.175 
2,173 
2.173 
2.172 
2.173 
2.1725 
2.173 
2.173 
2.172 
1.6875 
1.6875 
1.6875 
1.6876 
1,6875 

Sample 
Wt, 

g 

13.859 
5.893 

.33.277 
5.266 

11.437 
15.061 
0.4908 
4,024 
2,7069 
8,8533 

15,1219 
3.0306 
8.5102 

13.9392 
3.4424 
8.5079 

13.9231 
5.23061 

15,77801 
6,31491 

19.07423 
38,16314 

Sample 
Com

position 

Natural 
Natural 
Nat oral 
Natural 
Natural 
Natural 
Enriched" 
Natural 
R-524i> 
R-524 
R-524 
R-528 
R-528 
R-628 
R-529 
R-529 
R-629 
Enriched •= 
Enriched" 
Depleted'* 
Depleted'' 
Depleted*' 

• 92.88 w/o B-10. 
k Melt No. ; see Table 11-6-11. 
' 0.661759 w/o U-234, 93.17648 w/o U-235, 0.317281 w/o U-236, 6.844484 w/o U-238. 
•> 0.232774 w/o U-235, 99.767226 w/o U-238. 
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and TABLl'', II-5-III . RESULTS OF SMALL ^^-

WORTH MEASUREMENT > 

»Sir 
JS - .1 

where Sw is the uncertainty in W and Ss is obtained 
by the method of Bennett and Long.-* 

.An independent method for obtaining the difference 
in the autorod position with sample-in and with sam
ple-out of the core was developed. This method consists 
of a least squares analysis of the pi's versus time with 
the sample-out pi's carrying on additive normalization 
constant that is determined from the fitting process. 
This normalization constant is the difference in autorod 
position that gives the sample worth. 

The results of the two independent methods of analy
sis did not differ significantly; however, the calculated 
uncertainty using the least squares technique was gen
erally slightly less. The results that are given in the 
accompanying tables are based on the method of Ben
nett and Long since this method was used in reporting 
results obtained in past FTR cores. 

The gross sample worths were converted to inhours 
by multiplying TI' by the worth of the autorod. The 
worth of the sample material was obtained by sub
tracting the worth of the stainless steel. The specific 

T.\BL1'', II-5-II, PLUTONIUM S,\MPL1'; COMPOSITIONS 

elt No. K-

624 
528 
529 

524 
528 
529 

524 
528 
529 

Major Elements, 
w/o 

Pu' 

98.96 
98.39 
97.67 

Al*̂  

1.10 
1.27 
1.20 

Gas Analysi 
ppm 

H, 

1 
4 
2 

O2 

72 
224 
340 

N, 

84 
54 
35 

Isotopic Composition,'' 
w/o 

Pu-238 

0.006 
0.002 
0.191 

Pu-239 

86.273 
73.602 
40.964 

Pu-240 

11.461 
22.033 
42.258 

Pu-241 

2.084 
3.841 

12.090 

Pu-242 

0.178 
0.625 
4.688 

Am-241 

0.134 
0.624 
0.946 

Minor Elements,'^ 
ppm 

Fe 

160 
100 
100 

Ni 

50 
10 
50 

Cr 

1 
1 

3 
3 
5 

Y 

1 

400 
200 
300 

C 

380 
•230 

230 

•' ± 5 . 0 0 % . 

t ±0.30%. 
' ±5.00%. 
' Within 0.01%. 
® Factor of two. 

Sample Iden
tification 

Ta-4 
Ta-5 
Fe-1 
Fe!0,-2 
Al-1 
AljOj-3 
B-7 
B-7 
PoIy-1 
Pu-7 
Pu-9 
P u l l 
P u l l 
P u l l 
Pu-13 
Pu-15 
Pu-17 
Pu-19 
Pu-21 
Pu-23 
MB-20 
Ml)-21 
MB-23 
MB-24 
MB-25 
MB-25 
MB-25 
D-1 
D-1 
D-29 
D-29 
D-33 
n-37 
MB-19 

Stainless 
Steel 

Weight, 
g 

20.579 
20.302 
20.740 
20,878 
20,668 
20..391 
31.033 
31.033 
20.824 
21,107 
20,983 
31.370 
31.370 
31.370 
20.814 
21.561 
21.174 
21,169 
21.069 
21.214 
48.404 
48.240 
48.370 
48.345 
48,185 
48,185 
48.185 
21.069 
21.069 
30.809 
30.809 
28.258 
27.622 
48.295 

Sample 
Worth 

Standart 
Devi
ation 

Ih 

-1 .1604 
-0.5617 
-0,1809 
-0 ,0302 
-0.0925 
-0,1364 
-2 .2521 
-2 .2468 

1.7746 
0.600 
1,0734 
3.3925 
3.4364 
3.436 
0.5916 
1.6845 
2,8146 
0.5220 
1.3149 
2.1709 
0.955 
2.876 

-0.1112 
-0 .307 
-0 ,683 
-0 .6715 
-0 .574 
-0 .1433 
-0 .1433 
-0 .2240 
-0 .2143 
-0 .2035 
-0.1842 
-0.3234 

0.0032 
0.0045 
0.0044 
0.0061 
0,0089 
0.0089 
0.0094 
0.0074 
0.0042 
0.010 
0.0099 
0.0079 
0.0080 
0.011 
0,0072 
0,0065 
0.0067 
0.0050 
0.0058 
0.0089 
0.017 
0.011 
0.0095 
0.010 
0.015 
0.0096 
0.012 
0.0052 
0.0017 
0,0041 
0,0081 
0.0046 
0,0070 
0,0070 

Specilic 
Worth 

Standard 
Devi
ation 

Ih/kg 

-83 .73 
-95 .33 
- 5 . 4 4 
- 5 . 7 
- 8 . 0 9 
- 8 . 9 9 

-4533 
-4523 

441.0 
221.7 
223.0 
224.34 
227.24 
227.13 
195.2 
197.93 
201.91 
151.8 
154.56 
155.92 
182,5 
182.30 

- 1 7 . 6 
-16 .11 
-15 .27 
- 1 4 , 9 8 
-15 .03 
- 6 . 8 0 
-6 .800 
- 7 , 2 7 
- 6 . 9 6 
- 7 . 2 0 
- 6 , 6 9 
- 6 . 7 0 

0.23 
0.78 
0.13 
1.1 
0.78 
0.59 

19 
15 
1.0 
3.7 
1,1 
0.53 
0.63 
0.75 
2.4 
0.77 
0,42 
1.5 
0.69 
0.64 
3.2 
0.71 
1.5 
0.52 
0.39 
0,25 
0.32 
0.25 
0.083 
0,13 
0.27 
0.16 
0,26 
0.15 

worth was then obtained by dividing the sample worth 
by the weight of the sample material. The empty cap
sule worth measurements were used to give a specific 
worth for stainless steel which in turn was multiplied 
by the weight of stainless steel in each of the other 
capsules to give the appropriate stainless steel worth 
to be subtracted from the measured gross worth. .̂  
radial worth traverse was made with sample MB-19 to 
provide a stainless steel subtraction for the U-238 
traverse made with sample MB-25. The traverse data 
obtained with sample D-29 was used to obtain the 
stainless steel subtractions for both the B-10 and Pu 
traverses since these capsules were of similar design. 

The results of the radial worth traverses are shown 
in Fig. II-5-2. The results of the central worth meas
urements are given in Table 11-5-111. 
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H-6. P l u t o n i u m and U-238 Doppler Measurements in ZPR-9 Assembly 26, FTR-3 

R. B. PoxD, J. W. DAUGHTRY, C . K. TILL, E . F . GKOH, C . D . SWANSON and P. H. K I E R 

INTRODUCTION 

The Doppler effects of plutonium and U-238 have 
been measured in the plutonium-fueled Assembly 26 
of ZPR-9. This assembly was one of a series specifi
cally planned to provide physics information needed 
in the design of the Fast Test Reactor (FTR). A com
plete description of this assembly (also designated 
FTR-3 in the series of FTR criticals) is given in Paper 
II-2. 

DOPPLER MEASUREMENT TECHNIQUE 

The Doppler measurement method used at ANL is 
the sample oscillation-reactivity difference technique. 
In this technique, a Doppler sample and a reference 
sample are periodically exchanged at the point in the 
reactor where the Doppler effect is to be measured. 
A calibrated servo-controlled autorod is used to main
tain the reactor critical with either sample in place in 
the reactor. The difference in these autorod positions 
gives the reactivity worth of the sample relative to the 
reference. This oscillation procedure is repeated for 
various Doppler sample temperatures to obtain the 
reactivity change as a function of Doppler sample 
temperature. 

E X P E R I M E N T A L E Q U I P M E N T 

DOPPLER-OSCILLATOR DRAWER 

« 
A Doppler-oscillator drawer, running through both 

reactor halves, was substituted for the normal central 
matrix drawers of the reactor. This drawer was at
tached to a train arrangement which periodically os
cillated the Doppler and reference samples to a posi
tion at the reactor midplane. The drawer construction 
was such that when either sample was at the midplane, 
the other sample was entirely outside the critical re
actor. The remainder of the drawer in line with the 
sample positions was loaded to be as nearly identical 
to the normal core drawer loading as was consistent 
with the requirement of maintaining a maximum of a 
few inhours reactivity swing as the Doppler and refer
ence samples were oscillated. The oscillator platform 
also held the associated equipment for heating the 
sample and monitoring its temperature, and the vac
uum and cooling systems used to thermally isolate the 
heated sample from the cool reactor. 
AUTOROD DRAWER 

An autorod drawer, also running through both re
actor halves, was substituted for the usual matrix 
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drawers 15.4 in. from the center of the reactor. This 
drawer contained a servo-controlled, wedge shaped 
polyethylene blade, the length of which exceeded the 
active core length of the reactor. Over the total travel 
of the blade, the amount of polyethylene in the core 
at any time was a linear function of the relative rod 
position. On either side of the blade, the drawer was 
loaded with the reactor constituent materials of the 
region in which the drawer was located. 

The autorod position was indicated by electronically 
integrating the voltage across a linear helipot attached 
directly to the rod. Figure 11-6-1 is a block diagram of 
the Doppler oscillator and autorod systems. 

DOPPLER S.\MPLES 

Three Doppler samples were used in these measure
ments: (1) a freely expandable (FE) -•'̂ ^UOa sample; 
(2) a freely expandable PuO^ sample; and (3) a con
strained expansion (XNEl PuO- sample. The samples 
were of a reduced density ceramic form, nominally 1 
kg in weight. 12 in. long and 1 in. in diam. 

The expansion reactivity effect has been found to 
be negligible for the "^''L'Oi. samjile; however, for fissile 
materials the expansion effect cannot be ignored. The 
two Pu02 samples were designed with different expan
sion characteristics in order to investigate this effect. 
The sample's radial expansion characteristics are de
termined by the jacket material used to can the vari
ous samples and the axial characteristics by the end 

^TORCC^^^ r|sEFM)-CONTROLL£RHELECTROMETER 

TABLK II-6-II. DOPPLER C -
DiMKNSION S P E C I F I C A T I 

F I G . Il-fi-l. Doppler OscilhUnr and .\utorod Systems. ANL 
Neg. No. 116-416. 

TABLE II-f.-I. 

Sample 
Iden
tifica
tion 

N- l 
INC-5 
INV-3 

Expan
sion 

Type 

FE 
FE 
NNE 

DOPI'L 

Sam
ple 

Mate
rial 

UO. 
P U O J 

PuOi 

•;i{ .S .vMpi . 

Form 

Pellets 
Powder 
Powder 

; M.\TFKI.\L 8PECIFIC.\TIOXS 

Total 
Sample 
Weight, 

kg 

1.26629 
1.04122 
1.05928 

Heavy 
Metal 

Weight," 
kg 

1.11687 
0.92351 
0.92822 

.\ctive 
Sample 
Length, 

in. 

12.0000 
12.7500 
12.1875 

Thermocouple probe 
Wires 
Sheath 

Thermocouple well 
Sample material 

Inner jacket*" 

Heater coil'' 
Outer tube 

Silver lining 
Stainless steel 

Capsule cover 
Oscillator drawer 
Matrix tube 

Dimensions, 

m. 

O.D. 

0.075 
0.125 
1.010-
LOSO*" 
1.150 
1.150 
1.200 

1.474 
1.506 

2.000 
2.173 

Wall 
Thickness 

0.020 

0.050 
0.070 

0.005 
0.046 
0.050 
0.050 
0.040 

Material 

Chroniel-.\lumel 
Iticonel 
Inconel 
UOjor PuOi 

Inconel 
Invar 
Inconel 

Polished .silver 
Stainless steel 
Stainless steel 
Stainless steel 
Stainless steel 

• N - l : 99.28 w/o U-238; 0.72 w/o U-235; 0.01 w/o U-234. 
INC-3 and INV-3: 85.92 w/o Pu-239; 11.46 w/o Pu-240; 2.43 
w/o Pu-241; 0.18 w/o Pu-242. 

^ Oul.side diameter of sample material in Invar jacket. 
^ Outside diameter of sample material in Inconel jacket. 
' Jacket threaded on miter surface to a depth of 0.030 in. to 

accommodate a 0.055 in. o.d. co-axial heater coil. 
^ Heater is an Inctniel wire inside an Inconel sheath with 

.\I2OjinsuIatin11. 

suppoits. Till' FE samples wore canned in Inconel 
\vhich has a thermal expansion coefficient larger than 
that of the sample material. The NXE sam]ile was 
canned in Invar which ha? a thermal expansion coeffi
cient smaller than tliat of the sample material over a 
tcmjierature range of 300-.500°K. Above 500°K the ex
pansion of Invar parallels that of Inconel. The FE 
samples had spring loaded end supports and the NNE 
sample had rigidly fixed end supports in order to pre
vent any axial expansion. A complete description of 
the PuC :̂; samples and the expansion characteristics of 
these types of samples are given in Refs. 1 and 2. 

Tables II-6-I and II-6-II give the Doppler capsule 
specifications and Fig. II-6-2 shows a cross section of 
the eajisule as loaded in the oscillator drawer in a 
reactor matrix tube. 

RE.\CTOB E.WIROXMENT 

The Doppler measurements were made in a reactor 
environment slightly different from the usual core 
drawers surrounding the Doppler oscillator drawer. 
Figure II-6-3 shows the reactor materials in the core 
drawer loadings of the drawers immediately surround
ing the oscillator drawer. 

The contents of the drawers immediately above and 
below the oscillator were rotated 90 deg. and in all 
drawers the Vi in. of UsOs nearest the oscillator was 
replaced with stainless steel. In effect, a Vi in. stain-

file:///utorod
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less steel ring or filter, extending the entire active axial 
length of the core, was inserted between the sample 
antl the reactor core. The purpose of this filter was to 
reduce the hot sample-cold reactor resonance inter
action effect. -\ previous detailed study^ of this effect 
indicated that this additional amount of stainless steel 
should reduce the interaction effect to insignificant 
proportions. 

EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS 

-K probe containing 5 thermocouples was used to 
measure the axial temperature profile of the Doppler 
samples during the reactivity measurements. The ther
mocouples were located apjiroximately 0.5, 2.5, 6.0, 
9.5 and 11.5 in. into the nominally 12 in. long samples. 

During each oscillation in which the Doppler sample 
was in the reactor, the temperature profile was re
corded. An effective average sample temperature was 
then calculated from the function of a 5 coefficient 
polynomial fitted to the profile. These effective average 
temperatures were then averaged over the period of 
data taking in which the reactivity difference measure
ments between the Doppler and reference samples were 
also being made. The reactivity data analysis was done 
by the method of Ref. 4 which allows elimination of 
both first- and second-order reactor reactivity drifts. 

DOPPLEE-EFFECT MEASUREMENTS 

Table II-6-III lists the results of the Doppler meas
urements. The listed reactivity changes are per kilo
gram of heavy metal in each sample from the reference 
temperature to the indicated temperature. For the 
uranium sample, the reference temperature was 293°K; 
for the plutonium samples, due to self-heating of the 
sample, the reference was approximately 305°K. 

Figure II-6-4 shows a plot of the tabulated data. 

MATRIX CAPSULE OUTER TUBE OSCILLATOR 
COVER (SS-SILVER LINED) DRAWER 

HEATER COIL 

INNER JACKET 

THERMOCOUPLE 

DOPPLEH OSCILLATOR DHAWER 

THERMOCOUPLE 
WELL 

COOLANT AIR 

S S MATRIX 

DRAWER MATERIAL 

EZ23 

FIG. II-6-2. Cross Sectional View of Doppler Capsule. ^iVL 
Neg. No. 116-417. 

F I G . II-6-3. Modified Core Surrounding Doppler-Oscilla-
tor Drawer. ANL Neg. No. 116-418. 

The curves are a result of a least squares fit of the 
data to the function hp./hTuT^^, w'here y is a con
stant. For K-1, the U-238 sample, y was 0.8, a result 
similar to previous work on uranium cores. 

The plutonium data, INC-5 and INV-3, have also 
been fitted to this form, although the resultant value 
of y is not expected to have the same physical signifi
cance it has for the U-238 data, because of the presence 
of exijansion effects. The value of y was found to be 
0.0 for INC-5 and 0.5 for INV-3, but the latter data 
could be fitted almost as well with a straight line. In 
the fit of the INV-3 data shown in the figure, the 
359°K point was deleted and the dotted curve from 
800-1100°K is an extrapolation of the data with y 
equal to 0.5. In case of a linear fit, the extrapolated 
value at 1100°K is approximately 10% larger than the 
value shown. 

DISCUSSION OF RESULTS 

The freely expanding PuO™ sample indicates that 
the plutonium Doppler effect is negative and is ap
proximately linear over the temperature range of these 
investigations. The constrained expansion PuOo sample 
indicates that the expansion reactivity effect is rela
tively small and negative. 
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T.\BLK l l -d-I I I . FTK-3 EXPEKIMENT.VL DOPPLER UESULTS 

Sample 

N-l 

INC-5 

INV-3 

Average 
Tempera

ture, 
°K 

293.2 
782.8 

1071.0 
783.4 

303.0 
792.1 

1064.3 

307.7 
359.0 
392.8 
382.7 
413.1 
438.6 
473.9 
521.5 
572.1 
615.1 
599.5 
634.7 
653.3 
679.5 
694.4 
718.3 
785.1 

Standard 
Deviation 
in Average 
Tetnpera-

ture, 
±°K 

0.0 
0.6 
0.2 
1.0 

0.0 
0.4 
0.3 

0.0 
0.4 
1.9 
0.7 
0.4 
0.6 
0.9 
0.7 
0.7 
l .S 
1.8 
1.5 
0.8 
1.9 
2.2 
0.9 
3.0 

Average 
Reactivity 

Worth,' 
Ih/kg 

0.000 
-1 .006 
-1 .371 
-1 .002 

0.000 
-0 .527 
-0 .837 

0.000 
-0 .013 
-0 .071 
-0 .073 
-0 .097 
-0 .108 
-0 .144 
-0 .199 
-0 .253 
-0 .295 
-0 .270 
-0 .314 
-0 .311 
-0 .322 
-0 .345 
-0 .359 
-0 .411 

Standard 
Deviation 
in .\verage 
Reactivity 

Worth, 
±Ih/lig 

0.010 
0.004 
0.002 
0.006 

0.007 
0.003 
0.007 

0.009 
0.004 
0.008 
0.004 
0.005 
0.006 
0.004 
0.004 
0.006 
0.005 
0.008 
0.003 
0.013 
0.007 
0.004 
0.006 
0-003 

' 1% Ak/lc = 1064 Ih. 

.SIZE OF DATA POINTS 
JNOICATES EXPERIMENTAL PRECISION 
A N-l (FE) UOg 
O INC-5 (FE) Pu02 
O INV-3 (NNE) PuOg -090 

-080 

-0.70 

-060 

-050 

-0,40 

-030 

-020 

-aio 
- 0 0 0 

SAMPLE TEMPERATURE.OK 

F I G . II-6-4. FTli-S Kxperimental Doppler Results. ANL 
Neg. No. 118-410. 

The two major Dopplcr-cffect contributions in the 
PuOs samples come from Pu-239 (85.9 w/o) and Pu-
240 (11.5 w/o). The separate contributions from these 
two isotopes have not been assessed. Previous Pu-23!) 
measurements^'® have indicated a near-zero Dopplci' 
efi'ect over the same temperature range as these meas 

urements. However, the previous Pu-239 nxi-urements 
relied heavily upon the calculated expanMon reactivity 
effect in -'"PuOn samples and the prorating of the 
U-238 component in -^"U-'-'TuOn samples. The present 
measurements could also be interpreted as showing a 
small plutonium Doppler effect for the constrained 
PuO. sample over the first fifty degree change in tem-
lierature, but the remainder of the data up to 500°K, 
where the expansion is expected to be minimal, ap-
jiears to be inconsistent with this one data point. 

For the uranium data, the curve shown in the figure 
is essentially the U-238 Do])pler effect since expansion 
effects have previously been shown to be negligible and 
since the Doppler effect due to the small percentage of 
U-235 in natural uranium is not expected to be of any 
significant consequence. 

A Doppler effect calculation for this sample was 
made and the results, shown in Table II-6-IV, under
estimated the two experimental measurements by ap
proximately 3%. This agreement is better than the 
25% underestimate, for similar calculations in uranium 
fueled reactors, using the same set of prescriptions for 
both Doppler effect calculations. Briefly, the pre
scription used to calculate these Doppler effects is the 
following. Homogeneous cross sections for each re
gional composition of the reactor are generated with 
MC-,'^' using E N D F / B , version 1, data, and then cor
rected for spatial resonance self-shielding using equiv
alence theory. These cross sections are then flux- and 
volume-weighted using unit-cell S„ calculated fluxes to 
generate effective homogenized unit-cell cross sections. 
The UOo sample cross sections are generated with M C 
using a fine-group weighting spectrum characteristic of 
the reactor core. For the U-238 resolved resonance re
gion, RABBLE^-generatcd U-238 capture cross sec
tions are substituted for the corresponding MG- cross 
sections. The cross sections for the reactor are then 
used with two-dimensional diffusion theory to generate 
real and adjoint fluxes for the reactor when it is unper
turbed by the Doppler sample and its surrounding 

TABLK II-6-IV. CoMiMitLsoN OF C.VLCUL.VTED .\ND 
MEASURED RE.VCTIVITY CH.\NGE EOR VO. 

DOPPLER S.\MPI.E 

1 
2 
3 
4" 
6 

Temperature, 
"K 

293.2 ± 0.0 
782.8 ± 0.6 
783.4 ± 1.0 
783.1 ± 0.5 

1071.0 ± 0.2 

Reactivity Change, 
Ih/kg 

Measured 

0.0 ± 0.010 
- 1 . 0 0 6 ± 0.004 
- 1 . 0 0 2 ± 0.006 
-1 .004 ± 0.003 
-1 .371 ± 0.002 

Calcu
lated 

-0.979 
-1..320 

Data point 4 is the average of the data for points 2 and 3. 
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structure. The reactivity effect due to the change in 
sample temperature is obtained from two-dimensional 
perturbation theorj' using effective U-238 broad-group 
capture cross sections which include sample flux per
turbation and resonance interaction effects, which are 
obtained by the procedure described by Lewis and 
Johnson.^ 
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I I - 7 . A n a l y t i c a l S t u d i e s i n S u p p o r t o f t h e F a s t F l u x T e s t F a c i l i t y ( F F T F ) 
C r i t i c a l E x p e r i m e n t s o n Z P P K a n d Z P R - 9 

A. TRAVELLI, A. J. ULEICH and J. C. BEITEL 

INTRODUCTION 

The Applied Physics Division is involved in a con
tinuing effort to provide basic physics information 
needed for the design of the Fast Test Reactor (FTR) , 
which is an integral part of the Fast Flux Test Fa
cility (FFTF) . The overall responsibility for managing 
the FFTF project, previously vested with the Pacific 
Northwest Laboratories (PNL), is now vested with the 
WADCO Corporation, a subsidiary of the Westing
house Electric Corporation in Richland, AVashington. 
The Advanced Reactors Division of the Westinghouse 
Corporation (WARD) in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, is 
the core designer. 

One activity of the Applied Physics Division in this 
connection consists of planning and evaluating a series 
of critical experiments to be performed on ANL fa
cilities according to the needs of the F T R manager 
(WADCO) and designer (WARD), and in performing 
computational studies to evaluate the results of the 
experiments. Long range jilanning, as well as detailed 
and operational planning, are carried out by personnel 
of Argonnc's Applied Physics Division in close co
operation with WADCO and WARD personnel. 

The experiments planned and evaluated in the cur
rent reporting period were performed in the FTR-2 
and FTR-3 assemblies. These experiments are part of 
the resumed Phase B of the F F T F critical experiments 

program, and they are a continuation of other studies 
previously reported (Ref. 1). 

FTR-2 ON ZPPR 

The FTR-2 assembly was built on ZPPR. It com
prised a cytndrical core with an axial length of 36.08 
in. and a volume of about 1000 liters, surrounded by a 
BjC-Na-SS control annulus and by radial and axial 
reflectors. Figure II-7-1 shows the critical configura
tion on ZPPR and Fig. II-7-2 gives the dimensions of 
the volume-equivalent cylindrical loading. The assem
bly had the same core and reflector compositions as 
FTR-1, which are given in Table II-7-I. The control 
ring compositions are given in Table II-7-II . 

CALCULATION OF KEACTION HATE TRAVERSES IN Z P P R / 

FTR-2 

The radial variations of Pu-239 and U-238 fission 
and B-10 capture detector responses in ZPPR/FTR-2 
have been calculated and compared with the experi
mental results. 

The flux distribution was obtained using the 29-
group cross-section set 29004.2'" in one-dimensional 
cylindrical-transport theory in the S-4 approximation. 
The SNARG-lD'-> code was used in the calculations 
with the transport approximation for the anisotropic 
scattering. 
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The axial leakage was simulated by a DB- absorber. 
The transverse buckling (6.077 X 10~*'/cm-) was ob
tained through a series of cylindrical and slab calcula
tions converging by iteration to a pair of calculations 
corresponding to the same k and to transverse buck
lings adding up to the material buckling (1.778 X 
10"^/cm-). The value of fc obtained through this pro
cedure was 0.9935. 

Two reaction rate traverses were computed for each 
of the three detector types from the neutron flux dis-

BuC CONTROL RING 

CORE 

- 18.0* 

• 23.04 

- 30.04 

3MC CONTROL RING 

- -SPRING GAP SPACE ( 0 . Z 8 " ) 
WHICH IS NOT INCLUDED 
IN DIMENSIONS. 

FIG. II-7-2. Equivalent Cylindrical Loading for ZPPR/ 
FTIi-2 Reference Loading (Loading 1-70). ANL-ID-IOS-
A11074. 

tribution. The calculation of the first reaction rate tra
verse used the 29-group cross sections obtained from a 
2,100-group fundamental mode M C - " ' flux averaging 
for the core composition at criticality. The flux was 
normalized so that the reaction rate obtained in this 
calculation was unity at the core center. Calculation 
of the second reaction rate traverse used the 29-group 
cross sections obtained from a 2,100 fundamental 
mode MC- flux averaging for the reflector composition 
with zero buckling. The same flux, W'ith the same nor
malization, was used as in the calculation of the first 
reaction rate traverse. 

The computed responses for the three tj'pes of de
tectors are compared in Fig. II-7-3 W'ith the experi
mental values."* The experimental data are indicated by 
crosses, the reaction rates obtained in the first calcula
tion (core spectrum averaging) are indicated by the 
dotted curves labeled " 1 " , and the reaction rates ob
tained in the second calculation (reflector spectrum 
averaging) are indicated by the dotted curves labeled 
"2". Thus, type-1 curves are valid close to the core 
center, and type-2 curves are valid in the regions well 
inside the reflector. 

Comparison of the Pu-239 and B-10 radial detector 
response curves with the analogous curves for As
sembly 56B"> shows clearly that the BiC control ring 
depresses the Pu-239 and B-10 reaction rates in the 
reflector and in the outer 20-30 cm of the core. Agree
ment between calculated and measured responses is 

TABLE II-7-I. A S - B U I L T C O M P O S I T I O N ^ F T R - 1 ON Z P ^ , LO.VDING 

Core 

Nuclide 

Pu-239 
Pu-240 
Pu-241 
Pu-242 
U-238 
U-235 

0 
Na 
C 
Fe 
Ni 
Cr 
Mn 
Mo 

1-CoIumn Pu 
Drawer" 

0.0008491 
0.0001125 
0.0000168 
0.0000017 
0.0055684 
0.0000122 
0.0150075 
0.107196 
0.0021888 
0.0087888 
0.0011626 
0.0025337 
0.0002025 
0.0002322 

2-Column Pu 
Drawer* 

0.0016983 
0.0002251 
0.0000337 
0.0000035 
0.0063849 
0.0000139 
0.0154338 
0.0063408 

0.0182589 
0.0011636 
0.0025358 
0.0002027 
0.0004475 

Cell Average 

0.0012737 
0.0001688 
0.0000252 
0.0000026 
0.0059766 
0.0000131 
0.0152206 
0.0085302 
0.0010944 
0.0125238 
0.0011631 
0.0025348 
0.0002026 
0.0003398 

Movable Fuel 
Rod' 

0.0016983 
0.0002251 
0.0000337 
0.0000035 
0.0063849 
0.0000139 
0.0137617 
0.0063610 
0.0032025 
0.0180022 
0.0023373 
0.0051353 
0.0004248 
0.0004607 

Drawer 
Adjacent to 

Poison Safety 
Rod'' 

0.0008491 
0.0001125 
0.0000168 
0.0000017 
0.0055684 
0.0000122 
0.0150075 
0.0062787 
0.0021888 
0.0097185 
0.0012671 
0.0027964 
0.0002204 
0.0002355 

17, atoms/b-cm 

Axial Reflector 

0.0133588 
0.0000284 
0.0079227 
0.0189744 
0.0022823 
0.0002295 
0.0000161 

Radial Reflector 

0.0065078 
0.0001547 
0.0068787 
0.0460037 
0.0019747 
0.0002639 
0.0000154 

"Occupies even-numbered matrix columns. 
*' Occupies odd-numbered matrix columns (center column is odd-numbered). 
' Both fuel safety and control rods of this composition. 
** Poison rod withdrawn during operation. 
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TABLE II-7-II. As-Buii,T COMPOSITION OF CONTUOL RING 

FOR ZPPH/FTU-2 liEpEUENCio CONFIGURATION 
(Loading 1-70) 

Na 
C 
Fe 
Ni 
Cr 
Mn 
Mo 
B-10 
B-U 

Composition, 
atoms/b-cm 

0.0082408 
0.0089729 
0.0094642 
0.0012605 
0.0027303 
0.0002107 
0.0000174 
0.0069348 
0.0281204 

1.0 

0 

- *, 
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*+^ 
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2 
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0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 
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F I G . II-7-3. Badial Pveaction liate Traverses in ZPPP,/ 
FTR-2. ANL Neg. No. 118-560. 

within 10% for Pu-239 and B-10, except near the outer 
edge of the radial reflector of ZPPR/FTR-2. 

The calculated curves are based on the approxima
tion that the outer edge of the radial reflector is bare, 
which causes the calculated detector responses to rap
idly approach zero at that boundary. Actually, a con
siderable amount of neutron back-scattering was 

caused by the stainless steel matrix st. lure outside 
the reflector. This effect explains why ihc calculated 
detector responses for Pu-239 fission and B-10 cap
ture, both of which are more sensitive than the U-238 
fission detector responses to the relatively slow back-
scattered neutrons, are especially low near the outer 
edge of the reflector. The contribution of back-scatter
ing by the matrix is almost negligible in the radial de
tector responses for Assembly 56B, where there was no 
B4C control ring. 

The calculated U-238 fission response in ZPPR/ 
FTR-2 shows a depression in the B4C control ring and 
in the outer 20-30 cm of the core, which is not re
flected in the results of experiments; the measured 
U-238 fission response shows little change in shape 
from that found in Assembly 5 6 6 ' ' ' . 

CALCUL.VTION OF THE U - 2 3 6 / B - I O RE-4CTI0N EATE 

R.ATIO IN Z P P R / F T R - 2 

The value of the reaction rate ratio P ' U ( n , / ) / 
"'B(7j,a)] described in Ref. 5 was calculated for com
parison with the experimental result. The neutron 
spectrum was derived through a DS4 calculation by 
means of the SN.\EG-1D Code with the cross sections 
of set 29004.2. The calculation corresponded to fc = 
0.9935. The cross sections of B-10 were also taken 
from set 29004.2, while the U-235 cross sections were 
taken from an equivalent set in which no heterogeneity 
correction was applied to the U-235 cross sections. The 
calculation yielded a value of 0.772 for the p^^U(re,/)/ 
" 'Bl'n,a)] reaction rate ratio at the center of the core. 
When compared with the experimental result (0.893 ± 
0.037), this result corresponds to a C/E (calculated/ 
experimental) value of 0.865. 

FTR-2 SHIELD CONFIGURATION 

A sector of radial shield was added to FTR-2 on 
ZPPR outside the radial reflector in order to perform 
shielding experiments. I ts axial length was equal to 
that of the radial reflector, and the transverse configu
ration of the assembly is shown in Fig. II-7-4. A cylin
drical zone surrounding the axis of the core was de
pleted of plutonium in steps to reduce reactivity so 
that the B^C-Na-SS control annulus could be gradu
ally replaced by radial reflector. The removal of the 
control annulus made it possible to perform shielding 
experiments in the shield sector in the presence of a 
greater neutron flux. The composition of the shield 
zone and depleted matrix locations are given in Table 
II-7-III . The shielding experiments included the eval
uation of the efi'ect of storing fuel in a zone in the re-
fiector on the reaction rate profiles of a number of iso
topes within the core, the radial refiector, and the 
shield. The position of the stored fuel, when used, is 
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TABLE II-7-III . As-BuiLT COMPOSITION OF SHit:LD AND 
DEPLETED COBB ZONES FOR THE ZPPR/FTR-2 SHIELD 

CONFIGUR-ATION, atoms/b-cm 

Nuclide 

U-238 
U-235 

0 
Na 
C 
Fe 
Ni 
Cr 
Mn 
Mo 

Shield Zone 

0.0059017 
0.00002114 
0.0371t)9B 
0.0045539 
0.0102972 
0.0005741 
0.0000269 

Depleted Core Zone 

Drawer with 
One ^'i-in.-

column 
U-238" 

0.0078084 
0.0000164 
0.0150075 
0.0107196 
0.0021888 
0.0078562 
0.0010273 
0.0022623 
0.0001829 
0.0000161 

Drawer with 
Two Ji-in.-

columns 
U-238'> 

0.0108669 
0.0000223 
0.0154338 
0.0063408 

0.0143938 
0.0008931 
0.0019930 
0.0001635 
0,0000154 

" Located in even-numbered matrix columns. 
^ Located in odd-numbered matrix columns. 

shown in Fig. II-7-4. The matrix locations containing 
fuel and corresponding to odd-numbered columns con
tained two plates of plutonium, while those correspond
ing to even-numbered columns contained one plate of 
plutonium. The compositions of the 1- and 2-plutonium 
plate loadings are given in Table 1I-7-I. The fuel-
storage zone had the same height as the core, and 
therefore extended 18.04 in. from the assembly axial 
midplane in both axial directions. 

EV.ALUATION OF FISSILE DEPLETION AND BORON REMOVAL 

E X P E R I M E N T S IN Z P P R / F T R - 2 

The FTR-2 experiments in which the B4C ring was 
gradually removed from the periphery of the core 
while a central region was depleted of fissile material 
have been analyzed. Figure II-7-5 shows the assembly 
configurations that were built on ZPPR in all the main 
steps of the experiments. Every region in the figure is 
labeled with the number of the loading which was ob
tained from the previous loading by depicting that re
gion (if the region belongs to the central zone of the 
core) or by replacing its control composition with re
flector composition (if the region belongs to the con
trol ring). Thus, the depleted zone of any loading in
cludes all the central regions labeled with numbers 
smaller than or equal to the loading number, while the 
control zone includes all the control ring regions la
beled with numbers larger than the loading number. 

In general, the progressive removal of boron from 
the ring corresponded to removing ring sectors wdth 
areas equal to the area of four matrix drawers from 
a control ring which was virtually complete at the be
ginning while it was devoid of boron at the end. Thus, 

the ring looked like a complete ring wiili two-drawer 
gaps at the beginning of the experiments and like an 
empty ring with two-drawer fillings at the end. The 
computational model was chosen according to these 
considerations and is depicted in Fig. II-7-6. The sym
bols R and D are defined, respectively, as the fraction 
of the initial complete ring and of the final depleted 
zone present in any loading. The reactor is represented 
in (R.D) geometry, with the outer radii of the core and 
of the reflector chosen so that their areas correspond 
to the eff'ective midplane areas of the experimental as
sembly. The central depleted zone is represented by a 
circle of radius r, whose area also corresponds to the 
effective experimental value. The intermittent control 
ring is represented by a series of sectors (half of one 
sector is shown shaded in Fig. II-7-6) whose thickness 
equals the effective thickness of the complete experi
mental ring. When less than half of the ring is present 
(R < O.S) the half-thickness of each control section 
(Ol) is chosen so that the area of the sector is equal to 
the area of four matrix drawers; the half-thickness of 
the reflector sector that separates two control sectors 
(S.^) is chosen so that the total ring area occupied by 
control regions equals the experimental value. When 
more than half of the ring is present, O-, is chosen so 
that the area of each reflector sector between control 
sectors is equal to the area of four matrix drawers, 
while t)i is chosen so that the desired amount of boron 
is represented in the reactor. Obviously, both methods 
yield the same values for both angles when half of the 
ring is present {R = 0.5). For the number of control 
sectors present in the ring, this approach yields a value 
close to the number that was actually used in all of the 
loadings built during the experiments in question. The 
computational model that has been described does not 
take into account the jagged outlines of the core and 

F I G . II-7-5. The Various .\ssembly Configurations of ZPPR 
Corresponding to the Core Loadings of the Fissile and Boron 
Removal Experiments in ZPPR/FTR-2. ANL Neg. No. 116-519. 

file:///ssembly
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of the control regions. Only a two-dimensional {X,Y) 
calculation could do this adequately. However, the fact 
that only a very small fraction of the core volume 
needs to be considered in the {R ,B} geometry makes it 
possible to use a large number of energy groups and a 
large number of mesh points. Since the change of the 
energy spectrum of the neutron flux in the reflector and 
in the boron regions is very important in establishing 
the worth of the boron region, and since a large number 
of energy groups and of mesh points was deemed more 
important than a rigorous geometric representation in 
achieving the correct spectrum, the (R ,0] geometry 
was chosen over the {X ,Y) geometry. 

The cross sections used in the calculations were 
taken from the 29-group Argonne cross section set 
29004.2. The calculation was run in diffusion theory 
by means of the DIF2D code.° 

The value of the axial buckling was assumed to be 
independent of radius, energy, and azimuthal angle, 
and it was calculated for four cases (no ring, no deple
tion; no ring, full depletion; full ring, no depletion; full 
ring, full depletion) so that it would yield the same 
value of the effective multiplication constant in a one-
dimensional (R) calculation as obtained in a two-
dimensional (i?-2) calculation. The values of the 
buckling for all other intermediate values of R and D 
were calculated by interpolation. 

The interference cft'ects between boron ring and de
pleted zone were calculated by expanding the effective 
multiplication constant of the reactor in power series 
of the fraction iR) of the control ring and of the frac
tion (D) of the depleted zone: 

k(R,D) 

C(R,D) 

^ 0 ^ 0 IdR-'dD-'jn. 
D= 

_y râ A- "1 R"' 

^ ti«ldD'\n-«n\ 
D=0 

+ £ S La/e"a/)"J 
= H.R,0) + k(0,D) -

^-^ ^ - » o /C 

R'^D" 
mini 

k(0,0) 

R"D" 
»-o m\n\ 
D=0 

- (0(0,0) 

-{• RD • C(.R,D) 

R^D" 

(1) 

^0afl"+'all»+' (m -I- l ) ! (n -I- 1)! 
(2) 

As shown in Eq. (1), the function C(R,D) makes it 
possible to infer exactly any value of the effective 
multiplication constant of any loading from the knowl
edge of the effective multiplication constants of two 

loadings which have, respectively, the same ring and 
no depleted zone or the same depleted zone and no 
ring. The C{R,D) function corresponds to the inter
ference effects between the ring and the depletion. 

Table II-7-IV shows the results obtained from a 
series of calculations run for five different values of R 
and D. In particular, the values obtained for C(R,D) 
show that the function has generally a small value 
(i.e., the interference effects between ring and deple
tion are small), smoothly varying, and separable in 
the two variables. The values of C shown in Table 
II-7-IV were then used to obtain by interpolation the 
\"alues of C for any other (R ,T)) combination. 

Figure II-7-7 shows the values of (fc,;, — 1) in % as 
a function of R for every configuration having no de-

R< 0.5 

8l= i r / 3 0 

92 = T r ( l -R) /30R 

r = KTO" 

R > 0 , 5 

7 rR / [30 (1-R)] 

i r / 3 0 

1 4 ^ 0 
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REFLECTING BOUNDARY 

89.346 80 70 60 ' 50 4 0 30 20 10 
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F I G . II-7-6. The Model Used in the Computations. ANL 
Neg.No.116-558. 

TABLE II-7^V. VALUES OF THt: AXIAL BUCKLING, OF THE 

EFFECTIVE MULTIPLICATION CONSTANT, AND OF THE 

INTERFERENCE FUNCTION AS CALCULATED FOR 

VARIOUS VALUES OF R AND D 

B\ X 10' cm- ' 
It 1.0 

0.75 

D 

0.50 

0.26 

0.0 

6.920 
0.987 

5.922 
1.001 

6.924 
1.015 

6.926 
1.031 

6.928 
1.048 

0.0 

5.946 
0.969 

-0 .018 

5.949 
0.974 

-0 .019 

5.952 
0.990 

-0 .020 

5.955 
1.007 

-0 .021 

6.968 
1.025 

0.25 
1 

5.972 
0.937 

-0 .017 

5.976 
0.953 

-0 .017 

5.980 
0.969 

-0 .018 

5.984 
0.987 

-0 .019 

5.988 
1.007 

0.50 

e 

5.998 
0.925 

-0 .014 

6.002 
0.941 

-0 .014 

6.006 
0.958 

-0 .015 

6.010 
0.976 

-0 .016 

6.014 
0.997 

0.75 

6.024 
0.914 

-0 .012 

6.028 
0.930 

-0 .013 

6.033 
0.948 

-0 .013 

6.037 
0.967 

-0 .014 

6.042 
0.988 

1.0 
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F I G . II-7-7. Comparison of Calculations with Experimental 
Values (Corrected and Uncorrected) of the Effective Multipli
cation Constant of a Reactor with No Depletion and a Fraction 
{R) of the Control King, and of a Reactor with No Control Ring 
and a Fraction (Dj of the Depleted Zone. ANL Neg. No. 
118-557. 

pleted zone and a fraction R of the control ring, and 
the values of {kef/ — 1) in % as a function of D for 
every configuration having no ring and a fraction D of 
the depleted zone. The uncorrected experimental points 
are obtained by adding all the measured reactivity 
changes corresponding, respectively, to ring (or de
pleted zone) changes in a series of experiments lead
ing to the reactor in question from a reactor with full 
ring (or full depletion). However, the experiments 
were usually performed with both depletion and ring 
present in the reactor; the corrected experimental 
points were obtained from the uncorrected points by 
using the calculated values of C to correct for this dif
ference. Every reactivity change observed in the ex
periments was modified so that it would correspond to 
what would have been found had there been no deple
tion (or ring) in the reactor. The solid curves show 
the results of direct calculations. 

The comparison shown in Fig. II-7-7 indicates that 
experiments and calculations are in good qualitative 
agreement with each other. The B-10 and Pu-239 
worths are overestimated in the calculations by ap
proximately 8% and 12%, in this order; these values 
are almost exactly the same as those found in previous 
comparisons between experimental worths of B-10 and 
Pu-239 in FTR-1 and calculations using the same cross 
section set.' The correction of the experimental data 
is always rather small, and never exceeds 12% of their 
value; even though the correction is based exclusively 
on calculations, the fact that it is small and little de-
]iendent on the reactor details makes it possible to 

place reasonable confidence on the values of the cor
rected experimental data plotted in Fig. II-7-7. The 
data indicate that the total worth of the control ring 
in FTR-2 is close to 5.5% of the effective multiplication 
constant. 

Reducing the measured reactivity changes to the 
corresponding values that would be obtained in the 
absence of different types of perturbations (as in Fig. 
n-7-7) offers the advantages of a clear physical mean
ing and of a more regular behavior of the curves. 
However, it is also interesting to investigate how ac
curately the calculations matched the results of the 
ex])eriments that were actually performed. This pro
cedure does not offer a clear physical interpretation, 
but it removes the uncertainty inherent in the appli
cation of a calculated correction to the experimental 
data. 

The results of this comparison are shown in Fig. 
II-7-8 and in Table II-7-V. The curve calculated for 
k,„ in Fig. II-7-8 has been shifted upwards by 0.017. 
This value was chosen so that the best agreement be
tween calculations and experiments could be found, 
but is also very close to the amount by which the cal
culations may be expected to underestimate fc,// be
cause of the combined effects of using diffusion theorj' 
and of neglecting high-energy heterogeneity effects. 

Table II-7-V shows in condensed form the main 
properties of the various loadings and the calculated 
and experimental values of fce/;. In addition, the table 
lists i)oth for fissile and for control exchanges the ex
perimental k-changes, the calculated k-changes, and 
their ratios. The results are consistent with those shown 
graphically in Fig. II-7-7 and previously discussed. 
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mental Values of kc// as Measured for the Various Loadings. 
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TABLE II-7-V. DKSCRIPTION OF THE MAIN PROPERTIES OF THE VARIOUS LOADINGS AND COMPAKISON 

OF CALCULATIONS WITH EXPERIMENTS 

Loading 
Number 

96 
97 
99 

100 
102 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
109 
110 
111 
112 
113 
114 

Fissile 
Mass, 

kg 

527.041 
525.043 
526.043 
519.050 
519.050 
519.060 
616.054 
515.054 
515.064 
607.064 
507.064 
503.068 
603.068 
496.077 
496.077 
498.073 

B,C 
Drawers 

240 
240 
224 
224 
176 
144 
144 
112 
96 
96 
64 
64 
32 
32 
0 
0 

HE) 

1.00086 
0.99522 
0.99841 
0.98408 
0.99206 
0.99774 
0.98668 
0.99397 
0.99880 
0.98338 
0.99158 
0.98425 
0.99700 
0.08503 
0.99696 
1.00167 

HC) 

0.98776 
0.98255 
0.98493 
0.96727 
0.97513 
0.98062 
0.97052 
0.97743 
0.98264 
0.96433 
0.97615 
0.96780 
0.98134 
0.96597 
0.98154 
0.98697 

ItUO-HC) 

% 

1.310 
1.267 
1.348 
1.681 
1.693 
1.712 
1.606 
1.654 
1.626 
1.906 
1.643 
1.645 
1.566 
1.006 
1.641 
1.470 

Fissile Exchanges 

%AHE) 

-0 .664 

-1 .433 

-1 .116 

-1 .542 

-0 .733 

-1 .197 

-1-0,472 

%AHC) 

-0 .521 

-1 .766 

-1 .010 

-1 .821 

-0 .836 

-1 .536 

4-0.544 

C/E 

0.924 

1.233 

0.905 

1.181 

1.140 

1.284 

1.152 

Control Exchanges 

%A*(B) 

0.319 

0.798 
0.568 

0.739 
0.483 

0.820 

1.275 

1,192 

%At(C) 

0.238 

0.786 
0.649 

0,691 
0,611 

1,182 

1,364 

1.656 

C/E 

0.747 

0.985 
0,966 

0,9.35 
1.058 

1.442 

1.062 

1..306 
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FIG. II-7-9. B-10 Capture Rate versus Radial Position in 
ZPPR/FTR-2 Shield Configuration at Axial Position 7.62 cm 
from Center. ANL Neg. No. 116-554. 
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\ F I G . II-7-10. B-10 Capture Rate versus Radial Position in 
ZPPR/FTR-2 Shield Configuration at Axial Position 35.56 cm 
from Center. ANL Neg. No. 116-563. 
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CALCULATION OF REACTION HATE TRAVERSES IN Z P P R / 

rTR-2 SHIELDING CONFIGURATION 

The radial variation of B-10 capture, U-238 fission, 
Pu-239 fission, and Xa-23 capture rates have been 
computed for axial positions at 7.62, 3.5..56 and 55.88 
cm from the dividing plane in ZPFR/FTR-2 in the 
shield configuration (loading 130). The neutron fluxes 
used in the com]nitations were obtained from a DIF2D 
diffusion solution in R,Z geometry. In order to simu
late the leakage in the direction perpendicular to the 
plane in which the three radial traverse measurements 
were made, fictitious DB] absorbers were added at 
each radial mesh point for all axial values closer to 
the midplane than the core half-height. The B] values 
were group-dependent and i?-dependent. They were 
derived from the flux solutions of an if, 9 representa
tion of the reactor and shield sector with stored fuel. 
Thus, the solution of the R, Z problem has meaning 
only in the plane of the measurements, but includes 
the effect of the azimuthal finiteness of the fuel stored 

CALC,tl3II-"l-"2Ll) • - . - E X T , 
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F I G . II-7-11. B-10 Captnre Rate versus Radial Position in 
ZPPR/FTR-2 Shield Configuration at Axial Position 55.88 cm 
from Center, ANI. Neg. No. 118-558. 
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F I G . II-7-12. U-238 Fission Rate versus Radial Position in 
ZPPR/FTR-2 .Shield Configuration at Axial Position 7.62 cm 
from Center. ANL Neg. No. 118-551. 

in the shield and of the shield itself. The 29 energy 
group cross section set 29004.2 was used, giving k,ff = 
0.9946. 

The reaction rates were also calculated for the case 
of no stored fuel using R, Z flux solutions obtained by 
the same technique, where the B\ were derived from 
the solutions of an R,() representation of the reactor 
and shield sector without stored fuel. These reaction 
rates agreed with other simpler calculations assuming 
zero 9-leakage, with a relative discrepancy of 7% or 
less. 

The traverses at 7.62 and 35.56 cm passed through 
the depleted zone, core, radial reflector, shield, and 
5.53 cm of iron which simulated the heavy clamp that 
held the matrix tubes in position. The core-axial re
flector interface was at 45.811 cm from the midplane 
and the axial reflector ended at 76.302 cm. Thus, the 
traverse at 55.88 cm passed through the axial reflector 
for radii smaller than the core radius, then through the 
radial reflector, shield, and iron clamp. 

Two reaction rate curves were computed for each 
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FIG. II-7-13. U-238 Fission Rate versus Radial Position in 
ZPPR/FTR-2 Shield Configuration at Axial Position 35.56 cm 
from Center. ANL Neg. No. 116-165. 

traverse at 7.62 and 35.56 cm. The calculation of the 
first reaction rate used the 29-group cross sections ob
tained from a 2100-group fundamental mode MC-
flux averaging for the core composition at criticality. 
Calculation of the second reaction rate traverse used 
the 29-group cross sections obtained from a 2100-group 
fundamental mode MC- flux averaging for the radial 
reflector composition with zero buckling. The flux was 
normalized so that the B-10 capture and U-238 fission 
rates for the first calculation and the Pu-239 fission 
rate from the second calculation were unity at zero 
radius. 

Two reaction rate curves were also computed for 
each traverse at 55.88 cm. The calculation of the first 
reaction rate used cross sections averaged for the 
axial reflector composition with zero buckling. The 
flux normalization was chosen so that the reaction 
rates of B-10 capture, U-238 fission, and Pu-239 fis
sion were unity at zero radius for the first calculation. 
The calculation of the second reaction rate traverse 

used cross sections averaged for the radial reflector 
comjiosition. The same flux, with the same normaliza
tion, was used as in the calculation of the first reac
tion rate traverse. 

In the case of Na-23 capture the flux to be used for 
all traverses was normalized so that the Na-23 capture 
rate for the first calculation was unity at zero radius 
in the 7.62 cm traverse. 

In Figs. II-7-9 through II-7-20 computed reaction 
rates are compared on a logarithmic scale with meas
ured values'-' with stored fuel in the upper graph 
(radial position indicated by dotted lines) and with
out it in the lower graph. 

In Figs. II-7-15 and II-7-16 (Pu-239 fission) and 
Figs. II-7-18 and II-7-19 (Na-23 capture) reaction 
rates computed with core-averaged cross sections (1) 
differ enough from the rates computed with the radial 
reflector-averaged cross sections (2) so that labels are 
provided. In all other traverses through the core the 
difference is almost indistinguishable. The reaction 
rates computed with the axial reflector-averaged cross 
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sections at an axial position 55.88 cm from the center 
are also almost identical with their radial counterpart. 

In the ratlial reflector the calculated B-10 capture 
reaches a peak which is too great by about 20% for the 
traverses at 7.62 and 35.56 cm (see Figs. II-7-9 and 
II-7-10). The calculated B-10 capture rate along a 
radial traverse near the dividing plane in ZPR-3 As
sembly 56B was found by S4 transport theory to be 
about 12% higher than the measured value in the radial 
reflector.' In the case of Assembly 56B the boundary of 
the problem was at the outer edge of the reflector rather 
than at the outer edge of the matrix tube clamp. The 
calculated peak of the Pu-239 fission rate using re
flector averaged cross sections is higher than the meas
ured one by about 8% in the radial reflector for the 
7.62 and 35.56 cm traverses (see Figs. II-7-15 and 
II-7-16). This compares to a value of about 6% for 
the case of Assembly 56B, mentioned previously. 

The relatively soft flux components which activate 
B-10 and Pu-239 are depressed by the presence of 
stored fuel in the shield (see Figs. II-7-9, II-7-10, 

II-7-15 and II-7-16). These depressions do not extend 
far enough to be seen in the 55.88 cm traverse. Notice 
that a soft flux component appears to be present (possi
bly due to room backscatter) which increases the ex
perimental reaction rate near the outer radius of the 
shield, but which is not present in the computation. 

On the other hand, the relatively hard flux which 
activates U-238 shows a maximum in the stored fuel 
which extends far enough to be seen in the 55.88 cm 
traverse (see Figs. II-7-12 through II-7-14I. Stored 
fuel has only a small net depressing effect on the flux 
components which activate Na-23 (see Figs. II-7-18 
andII-7-19) . 

In general, the qualitative agreement between cal
culated and experimental data is satisfactory when 
one considers the approximate nature of the computa
tions. In particular, the method used to take into ac
count the azimuthal finiteness of the shield antl of the 
stored fuel appears to be quite satisfactor>\ The main 
discrepancy is found in the negative gradient of the 
computed reaction rate curves, which is usually more 
negative than the slope of the corresponding experi-

. . . . G \ L i M n i F [ : i i ) - * • • ! .XP , 

-

1 

* • » • * • ' • ' • . « . -

I l l l 

• * • • • • • 

1 1 1 
R

ED
 

- + i LJ 1 
• . • . + 1 ^ 1 

/ • • : * ; ' \ 

1 * ' * * 

1 1 1 1 1 ll 

1(|-' 

10"-

1 

* ' * - * - * " H ^ * ^ ' ' 

OR
E 

I l l l 

• • • + • • • 

' • . ' * 

t 

1 1 1 

\ , 
Z 

• • , • * . • . 

1 • . • • 

a 

I l l l 1 — 1 -

nON FROM a.NTF.R, Ql 

FIG. II-7-16. Pu-239 Fission Rate versus Radial Position 
in ZPPR/FTR-2 Shield Configuration at Axial Position 35.56 
cm from Center. ANL Neg. No. 116-547. 
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F I G . II-7-17. Pu-239 Fission Rate versus Radial Position 
in ZPPR/FTR-2 Shield Configuration at Axial Position 55.88 
cm from Center. ANL Neg. No. 116-583. 

mental curves in the shield region. This difference de
pends on the particular reaction and on the axial posi
tion and may be attributed to the deficiencies of 
diffusion theory, to angular dependence of the scatter
ing matrices, or to the cross sections used. The effect 
could also be due to flux streaming down the channel 
through the assembly in which the traverse tube was 
placed; however, the Na-23 curves for no fuel stored 
in Figs. II-7-18 through II-7-20 seem to contradict this 
explanation, because there was no channel for stream
ing in these cases and the effect is still present. 

The method of normalizing the radial variations of 
the B-10 capture, U-238 fission, and Pu-239 fission 
rates does not give a comparison of computed and 
measured reaction rates as a function of axial position. 
In order to evaluate this effect, the fluxes from the 
DIF2D solution were also used to calculate each of the 
three reaction rates at zero radius and axial distances 
of 35.56 and 55.88 cm from the dividing plane when the 
reaction rate at an axial distance of 7.62 cm was unity. 

These rates are compared with measured values* in 
Table II-7-VI. 

FTR-3 ON ZPR-9 

The next assembly in phase B of the F F T F critical 
experiments program was FTR-3, built on ZPR-9. This 
assembly was similar to FTR-2, but its core had two 
zones of different enrichment and the control annulus 
was replaced by a ring of sixteen control clusters sur
rounding the core and located in the radial refiector. 
The volume of each control cluster was very close to 
the volume of an FTR control rod, so that the sixteen 
control clusters corresponded closely to the fifteen-rod 
peripheral control system of the FTR even though 
maintaining 45 deg symmetry. 

The matrix loading pattern for the first FTR-3 
critical assembly is shown in Fig. II-7-21. The dimen
sions of the assembly when all zones are transformed 
into cylinders or cylindrical annulii preserving volume 
are given in Fig. II-7-22. The atom densities for the 
zones are given in Table II-7-VII. Type A drawers 
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F I G . II-7-18. Na-23 Capture Rate versus Radial Position in 
ZPPR/FTR-2 Shield Configuration at Axial Position 7.62 cm 
from Center. ANL Neg. No. 116-548. 
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F I G . II-7-19. Na-23 Capture Rate versus Radial Position in 
ZPPR/FTR-2 Shield Configuration at Axial Position 35.56 cm 
from Center. ANL Neg. No. 118-549. 

were loaded into matrix positions corresponding to 
even numbered columns and type B drawers were 
loaded into matrix positions corresponding to odd num
bered columns. 

In order to supply nickel for another program the 
reactor underwent a slight modification after achieving 
first criticality, so that some nickel could be made 
available for the EBR-II mockup studies which were 
simultaneously under way in ZPR-3. The reflector was 
made thinner while a radial shield with a large volume 
fraction of stainless steel was added around the re
flector. The atom densities in the radial shield are 
given in Table II-7-VIII. The resulting FTR-3 Refer
ence configuration is shown in Fig. II-7-23. 

The critical mass of the FTR-3 assembly was pre
calculated for a large number of core compositions 
wdiich were considered during the planning phase of the 
assembly. The large number of calculations needed 
made it necessary to develop an approximate and 
economical procedure to evaluate the critical mass of 
the assemblv bv means of a series of one- and two-

dimensional configurations using the D I F I D , DIF2D 
and MACH-1 diffusion codes."" 

A first simplification of the basic problem was the 
replacement of the sixteen peripheral control rods with 
a fictitious annular region of control composition lo
cated between the core and the radial reflector with 
the same worth as the control rods. The FTR-3 refer
ence configuration was defined in R^ geometry in a 
problem in which the sixteen control rods were pres
ent, using the cross section set 29004.2. The control 
annulus was represented in a similar problem in one-
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F I G . II-7-20. Na-23 Capture Rate versus Radial Position in 
ZPPR/FTR-2 Shield Configuration at Axial Position 55.88 cm 
from Center. ANL Neg. No. 118-561. 

TABLE II-7-VI. RKL.ITIVE REACTION RATES 
AT ZERO HAOIUS 

B-10 capture 
U-238 fission 
Pu-239 fission 

7.62 cm 

Calc. 

1.00 
1.00 
1.00 

Meas. 

1.00 
1,00 
1,00 

35.56 cm 

Calc. 

0.821 
0.639 
0.767 

Meas. 

0.847 
0.619 
0.808 

55.88 cm 

Calc. 

1.599 
0.221 
1.064 

Meas. 

1.377 
0.216 
1.093 
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FIG. II-7-21. Stationary Hall of r T R - 3 Initial Matrix-
Loading Pattern. ANL Neg. No. 118-567. 

dimensional cylindrical geometry. The same axial 
buckling, selected on the basis of experience with 
FTR-2 computations,' was used for both the RS and 
cylindrical problems. The thickness of the one-dimen
sional ring was then adjusted to give the same multi
plication constant as that of the RO problem. This 
thickness was found to be rather insensitive to the 
choice of the axial buckling. 

A value of the axial buckling that could be used in 
a one-dimensional cylindrical model of the FTR-3 was 
taken to be the weighted average of the axial bucklings 
associated with the inner and outer core compositions. 
The axial buckling for each core composition was de
termined from a radial buckling search in a slab prob
lem in which the core composition was reflected by 
axial reflector slabs. The axial buckling was taken to 
be the core material buckling minus the radial buck
ling obtained in the search. 

The weighting factors were determined by a com
parison of a scries of FTR-3 problems solved with set 
29f)01,*''' a collapsed six energy group cross section 
set. Axial bucklings to be associated with each core 
composition were obtained in six groups by the method 
described above. A six-group FTR-3 problem in RZ 
geometry using the control annulus yielded a value 
for the multiplication constant. Next, one-dimensional 
calculations with the same multiplication constant and 
with the same cross sections yielded the value of axial 
buckling required for a cylindrical representation of 
FTR-3. The cylindrical representation contained a 
control annulus with the thickness found previously. 

Weighting factors for the six-group bucklings for each 
of the core compositions were then chosen so that the 
weighted average was equal to the six-group buckling 
required in the one-dimensional cylinrlrical represen
tation of FTR-3. 

These weighting factors were then used to obtain a 
weighted average 29-group axial buckling for use in 
the 29-group one-dimensional cylindrical representa
tion of FTR-3 which contained the control annulus. In 
this final problem the outer boundary of the outer core 
was varied until the multiplication constant equaled 
that of the FTR-2 assembly. The thicknesses of the 
control annulus, radial reflector, and radial shield were 
held constant. The multiplication constant of FTR-2 
was chosen because that assembly was the one of the 
phase B series which was most similar to FTR-3. 

On the basis of the above computational procedure 
the critical mass of FTR-3 with the core compositions 
that were eventually chosen was calculated to be 539.6 
kg of fissile materials (Pu-239, Pu-241, U-235). The 
experimental fissile critical mass w âs 538.23 kg (see 
Paper II-2) . 

CALCUL.1TION OF EDGE WORTHS IX T H E Z P R - 9 / F T R - 3 CORE 

The worth of modifying slightly the boundary be
tween the inner core and the outer core of FTR-3 was 
calculated and compared wdth the results of experi
mental edge worth measuremenis (see Paper I I -2) . 

The calculations were performed in cylindrical ge
ometry by means of the diffusion program il-ACH-l 
with the aid of the Argonne cross section set 29004.2. 
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45.8 77.2 
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F I G . II-7-22. Side View of FTR-3 in ZPlt-9. ANL Neg. No. 
116-653. 
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TABLE I i r - V l l . FTR-3 .\TOM DE.NSITIES 

Isotope or Element 

Pu-238 
Pu-239 
Pu-240 
Pu-241 
Pu-242 

Pu-239 -1- Pu-241 
Pu-240 -1- Pu-242 

Pu 
U-235 
U-238 
U 
Mo 
Na 

c 
0 
Fe 
Cr 
Ni 
Mn 
Al 
B-10 
B-11 
B 

Inner Core 
Tj-pe A 
DraAver 

0.0006 
0.8814 
0.1167 
0.0181 
0.0019 
0.8995 
0.1186 
1.0187 
0.0125 
5.7811 
5.7936 
0.2340 
9.1731 
0.0257 

14.454 
13.363 
2.7593 
1.3166 
0.2026 

— 
— 
— 
— 

Inner Core 
TjTieB 
Drawer 

1.0690 
0.0510 
0,0049 
0,0001 
1,0739 
0,0511 
1.1250 
0.0069 
3.2769 
3.2838 
0,0123 

11,208 
0,0356 
8,7577 

13,234 
3,8193 
1,8224 
0,2804 
0.1109 

— 
— 
— 

Inner Core 
Avg." 

0.00O3 
0.9784 
0.0827 
0.0113 
0.0010 
0.9897 
0.0837 
1.0737 
0.0096 
4.4858 
4.4960 
0.1194 

10.225 
0.0308 

11.5076 
13.296 
3.3076 
1.5781 
0.2428 
0.0574 

— 
— 
— 

\toni Densities 

Outer Core 

0.0006 
1.4660 
0.1723 
0.0227 
0.0022 
1.4896 
0.1745 
1.6647 
0.0125 
5.9000 
5.9125 
0.4412 
8.7013 
1.0686 

12.717 
15.906 
3.1571 
1.5064 
0.2318 

— 
— 
— 
— 

10-' atoms, cm 

Outer Core 
Drawer Next 
to B-10 Rods 

0.0006 
1.4466 
0.1704 
0.0225 
0.0022 
1.4691 
0.1726 
1.6423 
0.0114 
4.9970 
5.0084 
0,4338 
6,2784 
1,0684 
8.0809 

14.124 
3.1204 
1.4889 
0.2291 

— 
— 
— 
— 

s 

Peripheral 
Control 
Zones 

— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 

— 
— 
— 
— 

0.0105 
4.1257 

14.043 

— 
11.320 
3.2536 
1.5525 
0.2389 

— 
10.698 
43.387 
54.085 

Radial 
Reflector 

— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 

— 
— 
— 
— 

0.0078 
6.7544 
0.1646 

— 
8.4575 
2.432 

48.072 
0.2864 

— 
— 
— 
— 

.\xial 
Reflector 

— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 

— 
— 
— 
— 

0,0079 
9.2102 
0.0231 

— 
8.5898 
2.4614 

38.1013 
0.2789 

— 
— 
— 
— 

* 140 Type A drawers and 150 Type B drawers. 

TABLl'" II-7-VIII. ATOM DKNSITIKS IN THE RADIAL 

SHIKLD. 10-' atfims/cm^ 

Element 

Na 
Fe 
Cr 
Ni 
Mn 
C 
j\lo 

.\tom Densit.v 

6.754 
39.022 
11.258 
6.372 
0.827 
0.105 
0,036 

The compositions and radial sizes of the reactor con

sidered in the calculations corresponded exactly to the 

values given in Figs. II-7-22 and II-7-23 and Tables 

II-7-VH and II-7- \TII , with the exception of the 

radius of the inner core/outer core interface. The axial 

buckling was chosen to be B\ = 5.435 X 10—'/ cni^ in 

all regions and for all energy groups; this corresponded 

to A- = 09841. 

The radius of the inner-core, outer-core interface was 

chosen to equal the average radius of the region where 

the change in composition had occurred in the experi

ments. Then, according to the procedure described in 

Ref. 1, the calculated worth of the substitution was in

ferred from perturbation calculations as the limit of 

the perturbation worth of the substitution at the loca

tion of the interface. 

The same computational method was used to deter

mine edge worths at the outer-core/reflector interface. 
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F I G . 11-7-23. FTR-3 Reference Configuration. ANL Ifeg. 
No. 118-397 T-l. 
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The experiments involved the interchange of an 
outer core drawer near the inner-core/outer-core inter
face either with an inner core type A drawer or with 
an inner core type B drawer (see Paper I I -2) . The 
outer core drawer used in the interchanges was of type 
C and its composition differed slightly from the aver
age composition of the outer core. The compositions of 
the three drawers used in the interchanges are listed in 
Table II-7-IX. 

The results of the calculations are compared with 
the experimental data in Tables II-7-X and II-7-XI. 
The calculations tend to overestimate the worth of the 
fuel additions that result from the substitutions. The 
excess of the calculations as compared with the ex
periments ranged from 10 to 18%, with an average 
close to 14%. The excess is probably enhanced by (a) 
the use of perturbation theory as described, and (b) 
the fact that cross section set 29004.2 does not take 
properly into account low-energy heterogeneity effects 
in the various zones of FTR-3. 

The overall results are consistent with previous ex
perience with the cross sections of set 29004.2, which 
have been found to lead to over-estimate by approxi
mately 10% of the fuel worth in various assemblies of 
the FTR critical experiments program. 

C.\LCUL.\TION OF THE NEUTROX SPECTRl'M .\T THE 

CENTER OF ZPR-9/FTR-3 

A preliminary calculation of the neutron spectrum as 
measured at a location near the center of ZFR-9/ 
FTR-3 was obtained by means of the MC= code. The 
experimental results and the details of the experiment 
appear in another section of this report (see Paper 
11-22). 

The calculation used the E N D F / B - I nuclear data 
and an iiltrafine group structure which included the use 
of 1980 groups of equal lethargy width and spanning 
over the energy range from 10 MeV to 0.68 eV. 

The calculation of the spectrum was based on a 
fundamental-mode model in the Pi approximation. 
This simple model may be applied with some confi
dence to the analysis of the experiment in question 
because (1) the neutron spectrum was measured at a 
location very close to the center of the inner zone of 
the core; (2) the size of the inner-core zone is such 
that it may be safely assumed that the spectral per
turbations arising from the inner-core/outer-core 
interface do not extend to the center of the core; (3) 
the material buckling of the inner-core zone is rela
tively small (1.06 X 10~ V m - ) ; (4) the measurement 
was performed in an assembly that was very close to 
critical (k - 0.979), so that the excitation of higher-
order modes could be neglected. 

The homogeneous composition used in the calcula-

TABLE II-7-IX. C0MPOSIT10N.S OF V.VBIOUS DRAWERS USED 

IN EDGE WORTH MK.VSUEEMENTS, 10^' atoms/cm' 

Pu-238 
PU-2.S9 
Pu-240 
Pu-241 
Pu-242 
U-235 
U-238 

Mo 
Na 
C 
0 
Fe 
Cr 
Ni 
Mn 
Al 

Inner Core 
Type A 

0.0006 
0.8814 
0.1167 
0.0181 
0.0019 
0.0125 
5.7811 
0.2340 
9.1731 
0.0257 

14.4670 
13.3630 
2.7593 
1.3166 
0.2026 

— 

Inner Core 
TypeB 

1.0690 
0.0510 
0.0049 
0.0001 
0.0069 
3.2769 
0.0123 

11.2080 
0.0356 
8.7577 

13.2340 
3.8193 
1.8224 
0.2804 
0.1109 

Outer Core 
TypeC 

0.0006 
1.4445 
0.1702 
0.0225 
0.0022 
0.0122 
5,8008 
0.4332 
8.7013 
1.0686 

12.7174 
15.9273 
3.1633 
1.5094 
0,2323 

— 

TABLE II-7-X. WORTHS OF SUBSTITUTING AN INNER CORE 

T Y P E B DRAWER WITH AN OUTER CORE T Y P E C 

DRAWER AT VARIOUS RADII 

Radius, 
cm 

33.19 
35.41 
37.10 
39.11 

Calculated, 
Ih 

23.99 
23.62 
23.29 
22.80 

Experimental, 
Ih 

21.33 
20.10 
19.78 
20.52 

C/E 

1.12 
1.17 
1.17 
1.11 

TABLE II-7-XI. WORTHS OF SUBSTITUTING AN INNER CORE 

T Y P E A ifhAWER WITH AN OUTER CORE T Y P E C 

DRAWER AT VARIOUS RADII 

Radius, 
cm 

35.41 
37,10 
,39.11 
42.12 

Calculated, 
Ih 

45.88 
44.36 
42.36 
28,69 

Experimental, 
Ih 

39.04 
37.41 
38,27 
33,69 

C/E 

1.16 
1.18 
1.10 
1.15 

tion was the composition of the inner core of FTR-3. 
The effect of the heterogeneous structure surrounding 
the counter was partially considered by using the het
erogeneous MC- option that corresponded to a modified 
Bell approximation for a structure resembling, to some 
extent, the plate arrangement around the counter. The 
calculation did not account in any way for the effect 
on the neutron spectrum measured by the counter due 
to the presence of the counter itself. 

The results of the direct MC calculation are com
pared with the experimental results in Fig. II-7-24. 
The continuous curve that corresponds to the calcula
tion is normalized so that its integral over the energy 
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F I G . II-7-24. Comparison of the Neutron Spectrum Measured at the Center of ZPR-9/FTR-3 with the Result of a 1980-Groiip 
M C Calculation. ANL Neg. No. 116-116. 

range considered in the experiments is equal to the 
corresponding integral of the experimental data, which 
are indicated by vertical bars. The average energy of 
the measured spectrum is in good agreement with the 
calculation, and so is the location of the main oscilla
tions of the spectrum. These oscillations, which corre
spond to resonances in the cross sections, have much 
wider amplitudes in the calculation than in the ex
periments. The effect is due to the finite energy resolu
tion of the counter. 

If the counter is tentatively assumed to have a 
lethargy resolution corresponding to a gaussian window 
with a standard lethargy deviation of 0.15, the energy 
response fiu) of the counter can be calculated easily 
on the basis of the following expression:'^ 

/(«) 
_V2_ 
0 .15v^ • 

(j>(u ) exp [-te"7] tin , 

where <^(i(') is the MC^ spectrum. Figure II-7-25 
shows a comparison of the measured spectrum with 
the calculated MC- spectrum smoothed by the gaussian 
window mentioned above. The calculated curve is 
normalized according to the same method used for the 
normalization in Fig. II-7-24. 

The agreement between measured and calculated 
counter responses, as depicted in Fig. II-7-25, is very 
good. Every measurable oscillation in the calculated 
curve is found to correspond closely in energy, width, 
and amplitude to a similar oscillation of the experi

mental data. Minor discrepancies are found in the 
energy ranges from IS to 50 keV and from 1.5 to 2 
MeV, where the calculation is respectively higher and 
lower than the experimental data. 

A more accurate analysis of the experiment, taking 
into account the energy-dependence of the counter-
resolution is reported in Paper 11-22. 

PREP. \R. \T10,V OF .\ CROSS-SECTION SET FOR AN.^LVSIS OF 

T H E FTR-3 E X P E R I M E N T 

.\ 29-group cross section set, designated 29006, was 
prepared from E N D F / B nuclear data, version I re
vised Category 1, for computational analysis of the 
FTR-3 critical experiment. The energy-group struc
ture of set 29006 is the same as that of set 29004.2. 
Inner and outer core 29-group cross sections were ob
tained by averaging in a 2100-group fundamental mode 
MC= flux spectrum at criticality for the inner and outer 
core compositions, respectively. The two-region hetero
geneous treatment of i l C - was used to obtain cross 
sections for the isotopes present in the fertile and 
fissile plates (see Paper II-2) in the inner and outer 
core. Cross sections for the other isotopes in the inner 
and outer core were obtained through the homogeneous 
treatment. Axial reflector cross sections were a-i'eraged 

• in the 2100-group flux spectrum for the axial reflector 
composition with zero buckling and using the homoge
neous treatment. Radial reflector cross sections were 
taken from set 29004.2 because of the almost identical 
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FIG. II-7-25. Comparison of the Neutron Spectrum Measured at the Center of ZPR-9/FTR-3 with the Result of a 1980-Group 
MC* Calculation Smoothed by a Guassian Lethargy Window with a 0.15 Standard Deviation. ANL Neg. No. 118-115. 

composition of the radial reflector used in the genera
tion of that set. 

CALCUL.4TED RADIAL AND AXIAL REACTION RATE.S IN 

FTR-3 

Using the 29006 cross-section set the variations of 
Pu-239 fission, U-238 fission, and B-10 capture have 
been computed along the central axis of the inner core 
of FTR-3 and in the midplane of FTR-3 along a radius 
which passes halfway between two of the 16 peripheral 
B4C control clusters. The 29-group flux distribution 
for the computation of the radial variations were ob
tained from the DIF2D diffusion theory solution of a 
representation of FTR in Rt) geometry. For this solu
tion a Z-buckling of 5.39 X ID""", cm- was used in a 
DB- absorber simulation of the axial leakage giving a 
k of 0.977. An auxiliary to the R9 problem was the 
computation by D I F I D , in a one-chmensional radial 
problem with the same axial buckling, of the thickness 
of an annular control zone which gave the same k as 
that of the RS problem. The annular control zone there
fore had the same control worth as that of the sixteen 
peripheral control zones of the problem in R6 geometry. 
The 29-group flux distribution used for calculation of 
the axial variations were obtained from the DIF2D 
solution of a model of FTR-3 in RZ geometry, also 
having a k of 0.977. In this model the 16 peripheral 
boron control clusters were replaced by the control 
annulus whose thickness has previously been com-

])uted. An auxiliary to the RZ problem was the search 
for that Z-buckling which was required in the ID 
cylindrical problem with the control annulus to give 
the same k as that of the problem in RZ geometry. 
This buckling was then entered into the problem in RO 
geometry. The RO solution and the RZ solution were 
made self-consistent by iterating in this manner 
through the two auxiliary calculations. 

The radial reaction rate traverses were calculated 
for each of the detector types. The calculation of the 
first traverse used cross sections averaged by MC- with 
the homogeneous treatment in the 2100-group funda
mental mode flux spectrum of the inner core composi
tion at criticality for Pu-239 fission and U-238 fission, 
and of the outer core composition at criticality for B-10 
caj)ture. These cross sections do not depend much on 
whether the averaging has been done in the inner or 
outer core composition. The flux was normalized to 
give a reaction rate of unity at the center. The calcu
lation of the second traverse used cross sections aver
aged by MC- with the homogeneous treatment in the 
2100-group flux spectrum of the radial reflector com
position W'ith zero buckling. The same flux wdth the 
same normalization w'as used as in the calculation of 
the first reaction rate. 

Two axial reaction rate traverses were also com
puted for each of the detector types using the same 
method. In Figs. II-7-26 and 11-1-21 the computed re
action rates for each of the detectors in the radial and 
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axial directions, respectively, are compared with the 
experimental values (see Paper II-4) . The computed 
curves are dotted while the experimental data are rep
resented by crosses. The reaction rates from the first 
calculation with reflector averaged cross sections, are 
labeled " 1 " . The reaction rates from the second calcu
lation, with reflector averaged cross sections, are la
beled "2" or " 3 " to designate the radial or axial re
flector, respectively. The type-1 curves are valid in 
the inner core and outer core far from the reflector 
boundary. The type-2 and type-3 curves are valid well 
within the radial and axial reflector regions, respec
tively. 

The radial variations of the Pu-239 fission and B-10 
capture rates near the midplane of FTR-3 represent a 
transition between those of ZPPR/FTR-2 which has a 
continuous peripheral B4C control ring, and ZPR-3 
Assembly 5 6 B ' " which has no peripheral BiC control 

ring. The reaction rates for ZPPR/FTR-2 and ZPR-3 
Assembly 56B were computed using neutron fluxes ob
tained from solutions of the ID-cylindrical transport 
equation in the S4 approximation. However, the reac
tion rates calculated in this way for ZPPR/FTR-2 and 
ZPR-3 Assembly 56B were found to differ very little 
from other calculations using diffusion theory fluxes. 

In FTR-3, the Pu-239 fission rate and B-10 capture 
rate are both under-calculated near the outer edge of 
the shield. This effect has been observed also in con
nection with FTR-2 and ZPR-3 Assembly 56B, and has 
been discussed previously.* The separation of calcu
lated curves 1 and 2 for the Pu-239 fission rate has 
also been discussed previously. 

Comparison of the radial variation of the U-238 
fission rate with that of ZPPR/FTR-2 and ZPR-3 
Assembly 56B shows most clearly the effect of flux 
flattening in the two zone core of FTR-3. 
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The behaviour of the axial variations of the Pu-239 
fission, U-238 fission, and B-10 capture in FTR-3 are 
very similar to those of ZPR-3 Assembly 56B. How
ever, the computation of reaction rates in FTR-3 used 
fluxes from an RZ problem instead of fluxes from a 
slab problem. Over-calculation of the Pu-239 fission 
and B-10 capture rates in the axial reflector in FTR-3 
are the most prominent dissimilarities between the 
two sets of calculations. Again, the eft'ects at the edge 
of the reflector have been previously discussed. 
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II-8. Doppler-Effect, Heterogeneity , and Sodium-Voiding Experiments 
i n ZPR-3 AssembUes 48 and 48B 

J. M. GASIDLO, A. M. BHOOMFIELD,* R . L . MCVE.IN and W. P. KEENEY 

INTRODUCTION 

ZPR-3 Assembly 48 was a small, dilute plutonium-
fueled fast critical assembly which in neutron-spectral 
character simulated the large fast reactors envisaged 
for power production. Assembly 48B was a modifica
tion of .-Assembly 48 in which the isotopic fraction of 
Pu-240 in the plutonium fuel was increased from 6.01 
to 17.2^t, in a small zone at the center of the core. 
Among the measurements conducted in these two sys
tems which relate imjiortantly to the design of fast 
power reactors and to the understanding of the critical 
experiments were the Doppler effects in plutonium and 
uranium, the worth of sodium voiding, and the effects 
of fuel-cell plate rearrangements (heterogeneity ef
fects). 

DOPPLER EFFECT MEASUREMENTS IN ASSEMBLIES 

48 AND 48B 

The uranium-oxide and plutonium-oxide materials 
used consisted of 70%-theoretical-density glass-bonded 

pellets, 1.27-cm diam by 1.27-cm long, stacked into 
stainless steel capsules. Sample elements for each 
material contained 12 pellets for a total stack length 
of 15.24 cm. Additional details on the design and 
compositions of the samples can be found in Ref. 1. 

The Doppler samples used in Assembly 48 consisted 
of two elements separated axially by 12 cm located 
with the core midplane at the center of the gap. The 
Doppler sample used in the Assembly 48B measure
ments consisted of a single element centered at the 
midplane because of the limited length of the high 
Pu-240 core zone. The core drawers surrounding the 
Doppler sample were loaded to simulate an "average" 

' UKAEA, Winfrith, Dorchester, Dorset, England. 

TABLK II-8-I 

Assembly 

48 
48 
48B 

. REACTIVITY CHANGE DUE TO 

MPLEs IN ASSEMBLIES 48 AND 

Sample 

Nat U 
Pu 
Nat U 

Al, 
°K 

300 to 1100 
355 to 1100 
300 lo UOO 

HEATING O.XIDE 

48B 

Ih/kg of Metal 
Component 

- 2 . 0 3 ± 0.03 
- 0 . 5 0 ± 0,03 
- 2 , 5 7 ± 0.17 
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core environment. The only change between the two 
assemblies was the change in the core fuel composition. 
Additional details on the experimental technique can 
be found in Ref. 2. 

The experimental results uncorrected for expansion 
effects are given in Table 11-8-1. Expansion effects for 
the natural uranium samples are very small while the 
expansion and Doppler effects for the plutonium 
sample are similar in magnitude. The larger measured 
natural uranium Doppler effect in Assembly 48B is 
due in large part to the sample being located in a 
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and Sodium Void Measurements in Assembly 48 in Half 2. 
ANL-lD-lOS-2656. 

TAULK II-S-U. WORTH OF F I F L HKTKROGENKITY CH.^XGES 

IX ASSEMBLY 48 

Core Effective 

Location 
; cm 

Midplane" 
Midplane 
Axial Edge*" 

0-9.37 
0-14.31 
Q-14.31 

Ih/Liter of Core 

Unbunched 

- 1 . 4 8 =t 0.18 
- 1 . 5 3 ± 0.08 

Bunched 

5.92 ± 0.2(> 
5.75 ± 0.08 
1.28 ±0 .08 

" Region extended axially from 0.08 to 10.24 cm on both 
sides of the core midplane (midplane — 0.0). 

*• Hegion extended from 28.02 to 38.18 cm, where 38.18 is 
the core-axial blanket inierface. 

file:///rraiigemenls
file:///NL-ID-103-2681
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TABLE II-8-III , SODIUM VOID COEFFICIENTS MEASURED IN ASSEMBLIES 48 AND 48B 

Core Location 

Midplane' 
Midplane 
Axial Edge"^ 
Kadial Edge' 

Effective Radii, 
cm 

0-9.37 
0-14.31 
0-14.31 

31,2-30,8 

Sodium Void Coefficient, Ih/kg of Sodium Removed 

Assembly 48 

Unbunched" 

5.7 ± 0,3 

Normal'' 

7.9 ± 0,8 
5,2 ± 0,3 

- 2 0 . 7 ± 0.3 

Bunched* 

3,1 ± 0,3 
- 2 3 , 6 ± 0,3= 

Standard 

5,6 ± 0.3 
- 2 0 . 5 ± 0.3 
- 1 8 . 5 ± 0.6 

Assembly 48B 
Standard 

8.4 ± 1.1 
7.8 ± 0,5 

" Fuel helerogeneity loaded in sodium voiding region only. 
^ This is the standard cell composition with the ]i in. fuel alloy plate replaced with two •§ in. plates. 
= Kegion extended axially from 0.08 to 10.24 on both sides of the midplane. 
** Region extended from 28.02 to 38.18 cm, where 38.18 cm is the core-axial blanket interface. 
* A similar experiment with the remaining fuel in the sodium-voided drawers bunched to provide streaming paths gave a result 

of -23 .5 ± 0.3. 

position of higher average worth than the sample in 
Assembly 48. 

HETEROGENEITY EXPERIMENTS IN ASSEMBLY 48 

Four variations of the core basic cell—the pattern of 
material columns loaded across the 2-in. wide drawers 
—were involved in the Assembly 48 heterogeneity and 
sodium-worth experiments. The column arrangement 
called "Normal Fuel Loading" in Fig. II-8-1 differed 
from the standard core drawer only by having two 
Vi in. thick columns of Pu-U alloy in place of a single 
!4-in. column of fuel alloy. These loadings extended 
only for the first 4 in. of core for the midplane measure
ments, or the last 4 in. of core for the axial edge 
measurements. The remainder of the drawer contained 
the standard loading. 

The drawer patterns used to establish the radial 
geometry are shown in Figs. 11-8-2 and II-8-3. The 
regions of radii 0 to 9.37 cm and 0 to 14.31 cm cor
respond to the drawers marked A, and A plus B, 
respectively, -^t the start of the core-center experi
ments, the front 4 in. only of all the A and B drawers 
were reloaded from the standard to the normal cell 
pattern. Then, the measurements were performed by 
changing first the A and then the B drawers. Then 
for the measurements at the axial edge of the core, the 
4 in. normal cell sections of the A and B drawers were 
moved to the rear. 

The results of the fuel heterogeneity changes are 
given in Table II-8-II . 

SODIUM VOIDING EXPERIMENTS 

Sodium voiding experiments were performed with 
the same drawer loadings in the same drawer patterns 
as the fuel heterogeneity experiments at the core 
centerline. An additional measurement was made near 
the radial edge of the core (drawers marked C and D 
in Fig. II-8-2). Sodium-filled cans were replaced with 
stainless steel picture frames with negligibly small 
differences in steel mass. The results are given in 
Table II-8-III for both assemblies. 

The comparison between the sodium void coefficients 
in the two assemblies should be viewed with caution 
since the high Pu-240 zone was not sufficiently large to 
obtain an equilibrium spectrum throughout. 

Except foil an additional experiment performed at 
the axial edge of Assembly 48 to determine the effects 
of streaming, all other sodium voiding experiments 
were jierformed with fuel heterogeneity changes in the 
sodium voided region only. In this case, the entire core 
drawer fuel columns were bunched before the sodium 
was voided. The result of -23 .5 ± 0.3 Ih/kg agrees 
well with the value of -23.6 ± 0.3 obtained when the 
fuel was bunched in the sodium voided region only. 
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II-9. Neutron Spectra and Spectral Indices in ZPR-3 Assemblies 53 and 54 

R. O. VOSBURGH, R . E . KAISER, J. M. GASIDLO, J. E. POWELL* and N. A. HiLLf 
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FIO. II-9-1, Inierface Diagram of Assembly 53 During Proton-Recoil Speclrum Measurements, ANL-ID-103-2U4. 

INTRODUCTION 

ZPR-3 Assemblies 53 and 54 were depleted uranium 
and iron reflected versions, respectively, of the fourth 

* Sandia Corporation, Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
t Student, University of Washington, Seattle, Washington. 

in a series of basic physics cores beginning with Assem
blies 48, 49 and 50. This report includes a description 
of the measurements of the central neutron spectrum 
in Assembly 53 and central fission ratios and reaction 
rate traverses from both Assemblies 53 and 54. 
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TABLK 1I-9-I. .ATOM DENSITIES IN THE SPECTROMETER ZON 
OF ZPR-3 ASSEMRLY 53-

Element 

Pu-239 
Pu-240 
Pu-241 
U-235 
U-238 

Fe 
Ni 
Cr 
Si 
Al 
C 
Mo 

10" atoms/cm^ 

0.001658 
0.000107 
0.0000114 
0.0000061 
0,002610 
0,009582 
0,001137 
0.002383 
0,000110 
0,000103 
0,055822 
0,000208 

* Low gamma-background zone at core center. 

PROTON-RECOIL SPECTRUM MEASUREMENTS IN 

ZPR-3 ASSEMBLY 53 

Several count rate checks were made during the ap
proach-to-critical in order to determine the lowest 
degree of subcriticality at which the measurement 
could be made. Since these checks indicated a rela
tively high gamma ray background from the fuel, a 
special zone was built into the center of the reactor 
using nickel-clad fuel plates which had not been ex
posed to a significant neutron flux for an appreciable 
length of time. This low gamma-ray zone extended 9 
in. in depth in the half containing the counter and 6 in. 
in depth in the half opposite the counter. The con
figuration is shown in Fig. II-9-1. The atom densities, 
which differ only slightly from the standard core, are 

F I G . II-9-2. Typical Proton-Recoil Counter Arrangement in a ZPR-3 Drawer. ANL-ID-10S-A11292. 
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F I G . II-9-3. Block Diagram of Proton-Recoil Electronics System. ANL-ID-103-11991. 
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ENERGY (keV) 

F I G . II-9-4. Measured Neutron Spectrum in ZPR-3 Assembly 53. ANL-ID-103-A2061 Rev. 1. 
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F I G . 11-9-5. Traverse Drawer Configurations for ZPR-3 Assemblies 53 and 54. ANL-ID-lOS-2053. 

given in Table II-9-I. After completion of the spectrum 
measurement, the original fuel was replaced so that 
the nickel-clad fuel was not present in the reference 
core. 

The measurement was made over the energj' range 
308 eV to 1.5 i l eV with the reactor approximately 
6.6% A/c subcritical. Two cylindrical proportional 
counters were used to obtain the proton-recoil data. 
One counter had a predominantly hydrogen gas filling 

at 5 atm total pressure and was used below 130 keV. 
The gas filling also included methane as a quenching 
gas and a small amount of nitrogen for calibration. A 
6 mm thick lead sleeve surrounded the effective count
ing length and provided a decrease in gamma sen
sitivity (approximately a factor of 2) with no signifi
cant effect upon the neutron spectrum, as demonstrated 
by Bennett.' 

The second counter was filled with methane to a 



9. Vosburgh, Kaiser, Gasidlo, Powell and Hill 103 

Energy 

202(i. keV 
1929. 
1837. 
17511. 
Ili(i7, 
1587. 
1512. 
1440. 
1.371, 
130(1. 
1244. 
1184. 
1128. 
1074. 
1023. 
974.5 
928.1 
883.9 
841.8 
801.7 
763.5 
727.2 
692,5 
659.5 
628.1 
598.2 
569.7 
542.6 
516.8 
492.2 
468.7 
446,4 
425.2 
404.9 
385.6 
367.3 
349.8 
331,1 
317,3 
302,1 
287,8 
274.1 
261.0 
248.6 
236.7 

Flux, 
(per unit 
lethargy) 

946.8 
1013. 
1073. 
1135. 
1172. 
1226. 
1284. 
1325. 
1376. 
1352. 
1437. 
1475. 
1528. 
1626. 
1498. 
1590. 
1567. 
1592. 
1614. 
1588. 
1659. 
1664. 
1678. 
1694. 
1666. 
1604. 
1612. 
1625. 
1681. 
1681. 
1701. 
1722. 
1751. 
1593. 
1588. 
1625. 
1625. 
1540. 
1516. 
1475. 
1475. 
1451. 
1424. 
1423. 
1390. 

TABLl 

Flux 

17.0 
18.2 
17.8 
19.0 
19.8 
20.8 
21.9 
20.9 
22.1 
23.2 
22.2 
20.8 
22.0 
20.6 
21,6 
23.5 
21.6 
20.4 
18.6 
17.6 
18.4 
33.1 
33.3 
33.7 
34.2 
31.7 
29.4 
29.8 
30.5 
31.5 
29.1 
.30.5 
28.2 
21.2 
20.3 
19.8 
19.1 
18.9 
19.9 
18.3 
17.5 
16.7 
17.1 
16.5 
16.9 

II-9-II . PROTO.N- R I X O I L SPECTRUM D.YTA 

Energy 

225.5 keV 
214.7 
204.5 
194.8 
185.5 
176.7 
168.2 
160.2 
152.6 
145.3 
138.4 
131.8 
125.5 
119,0 
113,9 
108,5 
103.3 
98.4 
93.7 
89.2 
85.0 
80.9 
77,1 
73,4 
69,9 
66,6 
63.4 
60.4 
57.5 
54.8 
52.2 
49.7 
47.3 
45.0 
42.9 
40.9 
38.9 
37.1 
35.3 
33.6 
32.0 
30.5 
29.0 
27.7 

Flux, 
(per unit 
lethargy) 

1410. 
1388. 
1382. 
1369. 
1350. 
1370. 
1430. 
1448. 
1355. 
1277. 
1225. 
1245. 
1280. 
1202. 
1287, 
1288, 
1241. 
1208. 
1288. 
1392. 
1299, 
1214, 
1148, 
1201, 
1105, 
1120. 
1143. 
1117. 
1102. 
1037. 
1039. 
1044. 
990.2 
960.3 
965.8 
959.8 
957.2 
934.9 
818.2 
788.7 
701.2 
673.7 
738.3 
850.2 

Flux 
Error 

24,7 
22,7 
23,5 
21,6 
22,7 
24,1 
19,3 
20.6 
18.9 
20.2 
17.6 
16.4 
15.2 
16.6 
51.7 
51.5 
47.3 
51.9 
48.2 
48,0 
44,6 
45.5 
42.2 
38.8 
32.7 
28.8 
29.4 
29.9 
27,4 
28,5 
27,0 
25,7 
24,5 
23,3 
23,8 
22,0 
23,4 
36.4 
33.3 
30.6 
24.1 
24.3 
24.9 
23.6 

Energy 

26.4 keV 
25.1 
23.9 
22.8 
21.7 
20.6 
19.7 
18.7 
17.8 
17.0 
16.2 
15.4 
14.7 
14.0 
13.3 
12.7 
12.1 
11 5 
10.9 
10.4 
9.93 
9.46 
9.01 
8.58 
8.17 
7.78 
7.41 
7.06 
6.72 
6.40 
6.10 
5.81 
5.53 
5.27 
5.02 
4.78 
4.55 
4.33 
4.13 
3.93 
3.74 
3.56 
3.40 
3.23 

roR 0.05 L I 

Flux, 
(per unit 
lethargy) 

885.2 
874.6 
800.0 
817.3 
800.6 
830.0 
742.4 
743.8 
745.6 
769.9 
780.9 
749.1 
727.2 
723.9 
733.5 
731,4 
809.9 
774,4 
725.5 
688.1 
659.5 
622.1 
603.0 
629.9 
596.8 
629.3 
685.1 
702*3 
683.8 
633,6 
591,8 
573,0 
532,5 
531,7 
485,7 
441.6 
435.1 
442.7 
451.9 
476.5 
439.1 
447.2 
433.9 
428.7 

TH.\RGY 

Flux 
Error 

21.8 
22.3 
21.5 
20.4 
21.4 
20.6 
20.8 
30,2 
27.9 
28.5 
29.0 
26.7 
20.6 
18.2 
18.1 
17.5 
18.0 
18.3 
16.8 
16.1 
16.6 
15.4 
16.0 
23.5 
21.7 
23.9 
22.2 
22.7 
20.9 
19,3 
14,6 
13,8 
13,8 
13,4 
12,3 
12.4 
11.8 
12.0 
18.0 
17.7 
10.2 
10.2 
16.0 
14.8 

SPACING 

Energy 

3.08 keV 
2,93 
2,79 
2,66 
2.53 
2.41 
2,30 
2,19 
2,08 
1,98 
1,89 
1,80 
1.72 
1.63 
1.56 
1.48 
1.41 
1.34 
1.28 
1.22 
1.16 
1.10 
1.05 
1.00 
954 eV 
909 
800 
825 
780 
748 
712 
678 
646 
615 
586 
558 
532 
506 
482 
459 
437 
416 
397 
378 

Flux, 
(per unit 
lethargy) 

360,0 
374,4 
388,0 
347.2 
337.5 
321.6 
3.33.1 
309.4 
318.4 
306.3 
.322.1 
.322.3 
313.5 
301.4 
290.5 
286.2 
289.5 
290.0 
279.1 
285.3 
291.2 
296.2 
279.6 
226,7 
222,4 
215,7 
220.7 
228,6 
244,5 
271,5 
264,0 
250,8 
2.39,1 
228,1 
215,2 
218.5 
223.4 
217.7 
199.7 
193.9 
197.0 
185.6 
174.3 
168.1 

Flux 
Error 

14.5 
13.7 
13.7 
12,5 
9,5 
8,8 
9,5 
8,9 
8,4 
8,3 

11,8 
11,6 
11,4 
11,0 
10,1 
9,8 
9,6 
9,0 
9,4 
9,3 
8,5 
8,4 
8,4 
5,7 
5,4 
5,3 
5,3 
7,3 
7.3 
7.0 
6.7 
6.4 
6.2 
6.2 
5.8 
5.7 
5.5 
5.3 
5.1 
4.7 
4.6 
4.4 
4.3 
4.0 
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TABLE I1-9-I1I. RE.ICTION R. ITE D.ITA FOR P U - 2 3 9 AND 

U-235 IN ASSEMBLY 53 

Trans
verse 
Posi
tion,* 

in. 

29 

31 

32 

33 

34 

34.5 

35 

35.5 

30 

30.5 

37 

37.5 

38 

39 

40 

41 

43 

45 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

63 

54 

55 

57 

Pu-239 

Total Counts'' 

47437 

54194 

50074 

58078 

59052 

60011 

60122 

61005 

60820(5) 

61579 

60267 

60184 

59380(2) 

59653(2) 

57398(2) 

5S314 

49992 

42280 

33730 

30026 

24250 

18721 

28737 

22107 

17050 

12482 

9409 

5494 

Count 
Time, 
sec 

30 

(iO 

Trans
verse 
Posi
tion," 
in. 

29 

31 

32 

33 

34 

34.5 

35 

35.5 

36 

36.5 

37 

37.5 

38 

39 

40 

41 

43 

45 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

55 

57 

U-235 

TotalCounts' 

44409 

50262(2) 

51162(2) 

53972 

54417 

55659 

56684 

57156 

56595(5) 

56604 

50929 

57519 

50440 

55625 

56112(3) 

53936 

48471 

44310 

37768 

31622(2) 

29428 

21957 

16520 

12462 

19066 

11060 

0698 

Count 
Time, 
sec 

00 

120 

» Center line is at 36 in. 

^ (N) indicates that the listed number is the average of 
N measurements. 

pressure of 5 atm and was used over the energy range 
of 100 keV to 1.5 MeV. As in the hydrogen counters, 
some nitrogen was included to aid in calibration and 
the sensitive volume was covered with a 0.6 mm thick 
lead cylinder. -A typical counter arrangement in a 
ZPR-3 drawer is shown in Fig. II-9-2. 

A block diagram of the electronics system is shown 
in Fig. II-9-3. I t is similar to one that has been 
previously reported^, except that the preamplifier^ is 
a charge-sensitive device and the linear amplifier* is 
pole-zero corrected and matched to the preamplifier. 

Results of the measurements are shown in Fig. 
II-9-4. The spectrum is relatively soft, reflecting the 
high carbon content of the core. Except for the 
depressions at 9, 30 and 100 keV, which are attributed 
to iron resonances, there is little structure in the 

spectrum. Tabulated results of the measurement are 
included in Table 11-9-11. 

REACTION RATE TBAVEBSES 

Reaction rate traverses along the radial center line 
were made with small chambers using Pu-239, U-238, 
U-235, and B-10 as the sensitive materials. Similar 
experiments were performed in the previous assemblies 
of this series. The experiment was performed in both 
Assemblies 53 and 54 and include data in the reflector 
as well as in the core. 

Reaction rate traverses were made by positioning 
the small traverse counters in a stainless steel guide 
tube. The tube was located in the fixed half with its 

TABLE 11-9-IV. REACTION RATE DATA FOR U-2.38 AND B-10 
IN ASSEMBLY 53 

U-238 

Trans
verse 
Posi
tion," 

in. 

29 

31 

32 

33 

.34 

.34.5 

35 

35,5 

30 

36.5 

37 

37.5 

38 

39 

40 

41 

43 

45 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

57 

TotalCounts'' 

36586 

41321 

4.3063 

43917 

45502 

45326 

44.390 

44357 

44834(5) 

44420 

45220 

45901 

46533(3) 

44762(2) 

44383(2) 

41466 

37629 

32038 

26655 

21253 

17227 

12304 

16412 

12050 

7427 

4914 

3457 

1080 

Count 
Time, 
sec 

30 

00 

B'»F, 

Trans
verse 
Posi
tion," 
in. 

29 

31 

32 

33 

33.5 

34 

34.5 

35 

35.5 

30 

.30,6 

37 

37.6 

38 

38.5 

39 

40 

41 

43 

45 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

57 

69 

Total Counts' 

00470 

74360 

77022 

80192 

80638 

81001 

82195 

82073 

83179 

83326(9) 

83229 

83173 

82637(2) 

81450 

81060 

80795 

79521 

70651 

08922 

59580 

47230 

40717 

33018 

26332 

36740 

27424 

20224 

14966 

11.330 

6490 

3029 

Count 
Time, 
sec 

30 

' Center line is at 30 in. 

' (N) indicates that the listed number is the average of N 

measurement; 
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TABLK II-9-V. REACTION liATK DATA 
U-235 IN ASSI:MHLV 54 

FOii Pu-239 AND 

Pu-239 

Trans
verse 
Posi
tion," 

in. 

29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
38 
40 
42 
44 
45 
46 
47 
47.5 

48 
48.5 

49 
49.6 

50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
56 
58 
60 

Total Count"" 

59186 

62260 

65329 

68820 

70407 

71624 

73226 

72488(7) 

71003 

68512 

63658 

57061 

52121 

50465 

47269(2) 

46053 

47701 

49022 

48284(2) 

47662 

47000 

44.538 

41197 

37601 

34370 

28030 

21020 

15707 

Count 
Time, 
sec 

30 

U-235 

Trans
verse 
Posi
tion," 

in. 

29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
36 
36 
38 
40 
42 
44 
45 
40 
47 
47,6 

48 
48,5 

49 
49.5 

50 
60.5 

51 
52 
53 
54 
50 
60 

Total Count' 

73316 

77553 

81123 

83718 

87044 

88116 

88962 

89559(7) 

87851 

83555 

77518 

69198 

04098 

60019 

60060(2) 

54760 

53731(2) 

53253 

52555 

51337 

50083 

48332 

46171 

42293 

38279 

33662 

25419 

10989 

Count 
Time, 

sec 

30 

" Center line is at 36 in. 
' (X) indicates that the listed number is the average of N 

measurements. 

axis 1 in. back from the interface. The drawer con
figuration was the same as for the perturbation meas
urements, Fig. II-9-5, and included the 2 x 2 x 2 in. 
cavity at the front of the fixed half central drawer. 
After every few measurements, the measurement at 
the core center was repeated to check for counter or 
electronic drift. 

The chambers used included a stainless-steel clad 
BFs proportional counter and three brass, gas-filled 
fission counters employing Pu-239, U-238 or U-235 as 
the sensitive material. 

During the measurements, the autorod was used to 
maintain constant reactor power, so that no reference 
was required to correct for counter variations. All 
count rates were corrected for dead time effects, which 
were small (0.5% or less). The errors in the measure
ments are thus primarily due to count rate statistics, 

with the exception of U-235 and U-238, where an 
additional error of slightly less than 1% is caused by 
the relative constituent ratios in the uranium platings 
and the small fission ratio of U-238 to U-235. The 
fission profiles obtained with the plutonium counter are 
roughly those for the average plutonium isotopic mix
ture of the core. 

The results of the four traverses, in terms of total 
counts over a stated interval, are given in Tables 
II-9-III through II-9-VI, for Assemblies 53 and 54. 
Count rate data normalized to 1.0 at the reactor center-
line are shown graphically in Figs. II-9-6 through 
II-9-13 for each traverse made in the two assemblies. A 
slight dip can be seen at core center on some of these 

TABLE II-O-VI. REACTION RATE DATA 

B - 1 0 IN ASSEMHLY 5 4 

FOR U-238 

U-238 

Trans
verse 
Posi
tion," 
in. 

29 
31 
32 
.33 
34 
34.6 

35 
35,6 

36 
36.5 

37 
37.5 

38 
39 
40 
41 
43 
45 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
53 
57 

Total Counts' 

23132 

20123 

27061 

27912 

28933 

28248 

28187 

28160 

28387(8) 

28247 

28345 

28718 

28760 

27880(2) 

27334 

25737 

23234 

19125 

27458 

20110 

13949 

10078 

7066 

3493 

1838 

Count 
Time, 

sec 

30 

60 

120 

'"BFa 

Trans
verse 
Posi
tion," 

in. 

29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
38 
40 
42 
44 
46 
46 
47 
47.6 

48 
48.5 

49 
49.5 

50 
50.5 

51 
51.5 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

00 

Total Counts' 

55660 

59040 

61733 

63775 

65178 

67143 

68327 

67917(0) 

66843 

64002 

59306 

53453(2) 

50167 

48845 

48234(2) 

48269 

49961 

50831 

61460 

51870 

52290 

51901 

51842 

60202 

48304 

44000 

40051 

34662 

29831 

25373 

20419 

11730 

Count 
Time, 
sec 

30 

" Center line is at 36 in. 
' (N) indicates that the listed number is the average of N 

measurements. 
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curves, which is attributed to the presence of the TABLE 
2 X 2 X 2 in. void in the center drawer. 

Differences in spectral effects between the two 
assemblies are particularly apparent in the graphs of 
Pu-239 and B-10 reaction rates. In both cases, the 
greater slowing down in the iron blanket is demon-

TABLE II-9-VII. FISSION R.LTIO FOIL COMPOSITIO.NS 

.\ND M. \SSES 

-9-VIII, CENTH.IL FISSION R.LTIOS IN ZPR-3 

ASSEMBLES 50 .\ND 53 

11 

8, 9, 22, 23, 
25, 27 

29 

28 

30 

72 

65 

Primary-
Isotope 

U-238 

U-235 

U-236 

U-234 

U-2.33 

Pu-240 

Pu-239 

Total Mass, 
eg 

124.80 

see below 

101.22 

98.93 

104.03 

116.44 

108.88 

U-235 Foil Weiglits 

No. 

8 
19 
22 
23 
25 
27 

Wt, Mg 

88.12 
112.45 
109.81 
108.65 
113.06 
111,61 

Composition 

Isotope 

U-234 
U-235 
U-238 

U-235 
U-234 
U-23B 
U-238 

U-236 
U-234 
U-235 
U-238 

U-234 
U-235 
U-236 
U-238 

U-233 
U-234 
U-235 
U-236 
U-238 

Pu-240 
Pu-239 
Pu-241 
Pu-242 

Pu-239 
Pu-240 
Pu-241 
Pu-242 

w/o 

0,005 
0,713 

99,282 

93.28 
1.045 
0.287 
5.38 

93.21 
0.047 
4.57 
2.17 

79,58 
15.08 

5,34 

95,597 
0,063 
4,042 
0,012 
0,286 

95.505 
4.290 
0,186 
0.019 

94.414 
5.264 
0.307 
0.016 

.\tomic Masses 

U-233 
U-234 
U-235 
U-236 
U-238 
Pu-239 
Pu-240 
Pu-241 
Pu-242 

233.0395 
234.0409 
235.0439 
236.0457 
238.0508 
239,0522 
240,0540 
241,0564 
242,0587 

Ratio 

U-233/U-235 
U-234/U-235 
U-236/U-235 
U-238/U-235 

PU-239/U-235 
Pii-240,/U-235 

Assembly SO 

1.412 ± 0.014 
0.158 ± 0.002 
0.054 ± 0,0005 

0,0251 ± 0.0003 
0,903 ± 0.009 
0,159 ± 0.002 

Assembly 53 

1.454 ± 0.014 
0.146 ± 0.002 
0.053 ± 0.0005 

0.0254 ± 0.0002 
0.928 ± 0,009 
0.174 ± 0 002 

strated by the marked increase in reaction rate as the 
detector enters the reflector, a phenomenon that does 
not occur with the uranium blanket. The curve for 
U-236 shows the same property, though to a lesser 
degree, since it is not as sensitive to a softening of 
the spectrum as are Pu-239 and B-10. 

CENTRAL FISSION RATIOS 

Central fission ratios were measured in Assembly 53 
for U-233/U-235, U-234/U-235, U-236/U-235, U-238/ 
U-235, Pu-239/U-235, and Pu-240/U-235. Spherical 
gas-flow chambers, containing plated foils of the dif
ferent isotopes, were used as in the previous assemblies 
of this scries (see Fig. 11-9-14). 

Spherical gas-flow counters, containing back-to-
back fission foils, were placed in a 2 x 2 x 4 in. voided 
section in the front of a standard core drawer as shown 
in Fig. II-9-15. Two ratios were measured during a 
single reactor run, each at a position one drawer 
diagonally away from the core center which is at 
matrix position P-16. No changes were made in the 
orientation of plates in the neighboring drawers. De
scriptive data on the foils used is included in Table 
II-9-VII. 

Count rates for each isotope were obtained sepa
rately for a given ratio; two counts were obtained for 
each foil for a given ratio. Four counter-rate ratios 
were then determined using different combinations of 
individual count rates, and the average given as the 
count-rate ratio for that particular pair of isotopes. 
Reactor power was held constant during the measure
ment by the autorod. Each of the count-rate ratios was 
then normalized to the same U-235 foil mass, and the 
resulting values were fed into a computer code which 
corrected for isotopic impurities. 

The fully corrected, pure-isotope fission ratios which 
were obtained in Assembly 53 are listed in Table II-9-
VIII along with corresponding values from Assembly 
50, which was very similar in design. Although no 
rigorous conclusions can be drawn without a detailed 
analysis, the comparison does appear to accurately 
reflect the reduction in inelastic scattering due to the 
reduction in the U/Pu ratio (4.1/1.6), and the in-

http://Centh.il
file:///tomic
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creased scattering at low energies due to the addition 
of extra carbon, which constitutes the principle dif
ference between the two assemblies. 
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11-10. Analysis of Reactivity Doppler Experiments for ZPR-3 Assembly 53 

R. E. KAISER and J. M. GASIDLO 

INTRODUCTION 

Reactivity Doppler experiments were performed in 
ZPR-3 Assembly 5 3 " ' , using PuOs and UO. samples 
i/s-in. in diameter by 6 in. in length. This type of 
experiment is performed by oscillating the heated 
sample in and out of a cold reactor and measuring the 
reactivity change as a function of sample temperature 
as described by Gasidlo^. The analysis of these experi
ments involved the use of the RABBLE^ code to 
generate group cross-sections and 2-D diffusion-per
turbation calculations* to determine the reactivity 
effects. 

RESONANCE DATA 

Resonance parameters in the resolved region were 
taken from Schmidt= for U-238 and for Pu-239. In the 
natural UO2 sample, the U-235 was assumed to be of 
essentially infinite dilution (ap > 10'), so that only 
the U-238 resonances were treated. Similar assuinp-
tions were made regarding the higher isotopes of 
plutonium in the PuOo sample, as this was almost pure 
Pu-239. Each broad group was calculated in separate 
runs on RABBLE so as to avoid any possible accumu
lation of round-off errors in the computer calculation. 
Resonances were used extending to energies slightly 
below and above the broad group limits, so that the 
broadened tails would be included where significant. 
The energy width of the fine groups in each broad 
group was determined such that the Doppler broadened 
width, 

2(kTEmi)"' 
" M 

at room temperature was equivalent to at least five 

fine groups. 
The unresolved resonance region was treated by 

generating a statistical ladder of resonances based on 

given average parameters. The average parameters 
for U-238 were obtained from Schmidt,' and those for 
Pu-239 from Durston and Katsuragi. ' Each ladder was 
selected according to the given averages in such a way 
that the original average value was reproduced exactly, 
and resonance spacings were assigned according to a 
Wigner distribution. 

Each broad group in the unresolved region was sub
divided into three to five sub-groups about 400 eV 
in width and equally spaced. A resonance ladder was 
then obtained and scpaiate RABBLE problems run 
for each sub-group. 

GROUP CROS.S-SECTION CALCULATIONS 

The calculation of broad group sample cross sections 
was performed with the RABBLE code for each in-

TABLE II-IO-I. ENEKGY (JROUP STRUCTURE USED IN 
.AssEMUi-Y 53 D O P P L E R . A N A L Y S I S 

Group 

1 
2 
3 
4 

h 

5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 

a 

El. 

1,35 MeV 
302 keV 
(••7,4 
24,8 
15,0 
9.12 
5.53 
3.36 
2.03 

901 eV 
454 
275 

61.4 
13.7 
0,682 

AU 

2.0 
1.5 
1.5 
1.0 
0.5 
0.5 
0.5 
0.5 
0.5 
0,75 
0.75 
0.5 
1.5 
1.5 
3.0 

NOTE: 
a—Groups used in PuO.: IIABBLI'!! cjilctilations 
b—Groups used in UOj HABBLK cjik'itlations 
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dividual group at temperatures of 300, 500, 800 and 
11(K)°K. The calculations followed the group struc
ture shown in Table II-IO-I, with the groups involved 
in the RABBLE calculation indicated. The lower limit 
of the RABBLE calculations was dictated in part by 
the resonance data and in part by the relative con
tribution to the total effect of the resonances in that 
group. The relative contribution from a given group 
was assumed proportional to î 0*(<Tr — craoo), where 
(TT is the cross-section at some higher temjierature 
and <p and <̂ * are real and adjoint fluxes at the core 
center as obtained from a one-dimensional diffusion 
problem. If the product <t><l>''^o for any one broad group 
were less than one percent of the sum over all groups, 
that group was not included in the calculation. 

The p-wave resonances were included for both the 
Pu02 and UO. samples, and parameters were obtained 
as described above. The s-wave RABBLE calculations 
were programmed first, assuming no constant back
ground cross section for the resonance material. The 
average cross-section obtained from the s-wave cal
culation was then used as the constant background 
cross-section in the p-wave calculation. The two Pu-

239 p-wave sequences were run together, thus allow
ing for interference between the sequences. 

In the resolved region the values of a„, (and C) for 
Pu-239) obtained from the RABBLE runs were used 
as the broad group sample cross sections. In the un
resolved region, the average of the sub-group values, 
assuming constant flux across the broad group, was 
used. The comjilete set of sample cross sections was ob
tained from the MC^ code°, with the oxide sample 
treated as the fuel pin surrounded by a diluent region 
of stainless steel, and using fluxes calculated with the 
homogeneous core composition. The purpose of the 
steel diluent was to represent the structural material 
in the capsule, heater, vacuum can, Doppler rod, and 
Doppler rod guide tube. The values of oa and af ob
tained from the RABBLE problems at 300° were then 
inserted into the MC- cross-section set for each sample. 
Appropriate adjustments were made to the transport 
cross sections in the modified groups in order to main
tain a consistent set. Thus sets of cross sections were 
obtained which were characteristic of U-238 and Pu-
239 at 300°, and consistent with the RABBLE cal
culations at higher temperatures. A homogeneous MC-

0. 159 I 1,729 
0.636 2.866 

STEEL-VOID 

DOPPLER SAMPLE 

THERMOCOUPLE TUBE 

37 .1 

l i *CI«L DISTANCE, cm 

F I G . II-lO-l. 2-D Oeometry for Assembly 53 Doppler Calculations. ANL-ID-10S-A2143. 
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calculation was run to produce core cross sections for 
use in the final calculation, and a zero-buckling MC^ 
calculation provided the blanket cross sections. -\11 
MC- cases used the E N D r / B - 6 8 cross sections as 
input. 

REACTIVITY CALCULATIONS 

The final calculations of the reactivity worth of the 
samples as a function of temperature were performed 
using the 2-D diffusion module of the ARC system 
to generate real and adjoint fluxes for the configuration 
shown in Fig. II-lO-l. These fluxes were than used in 
the perturbation module to determine the reactivity 
effect of the substitution of the higher temperature 
cross sections for the sample material. The values ob
tained were then reduced to Ih /kg based on the amount 
ot material in the computer representation, and an 
Ih/percent Afc/fc conversion of 1038.7. The total 
worths of the capsules were calculated by reducing the 
atom densities by 10 percent and multiplying the value 
of that perturbation by 10. The rod extension section 
shown in Fig. II-lO-l consisted of stainless steel plus 
some depleted uranium (or plutonium for the PUO2 
sample) used in balancing the reactivity swing of the 
rod. The buffer region w'as a graphite zone about V2 in. 
thick around the Doppler rod, which served as an 
anti-Dancoff region. Cross sections for carbon from the 
homogeneous core MC- case were used in the buffer 
region. 

C0MPAEI.SON OF R E S U L T S 

The results of the UO2 calculations, shown in Table 
II-IO-II, were quite close to the experimental values, 
including the total sample worth. In all cases, the 
calculation predicted a higher result than was actually 
measured, a phenomenon that is consistent with most 
calculations of material worths. No corrections were 
made to the UO2 results to account for thermal ex-

TABLP] II-IO-II. COMPARISON OF EXPKHIMKNTAL AND 
CAU'UL.\TIONAI. RESULTS FOR THP; UO2 DOPPLER 

EXPERIMENT IN ZPlt-3 ASSEMBLY 53 

TABLE II-10-l lI . COMPARISON OF EXPERIMENTAL AND 

CALCULATIONAL 1{I,;SULTS FOR THE P U O ? DOPPLER 

EXPERIMENT IN Z P K - 3 ASSEMRLY 53 

°K 

300-500 
300-800 
.300-1100 

Total sample at 
.3ao°K 

Ap, Ih/lcg of U-238 

Experiment 

- 4 . 4 3 ± 0.04 
- 9 . 5 4 ± 0.04 

-13 .62 ± 0.04 

- 5 9 . 1 ± 1.2 

Calcu
lation 

- 4 . 7 6 
- 9 . 7 2 

-14 .56 

- 6 7 . 6 

C/E 

1.047 
1.019 
1,069 

1,144 

AT, 
°K 

300-500 
300-800 
300-1100 

Total sample at 
300°K 

Ap, Ih/kg of Pu-239 

Experiment 

- 2 , 4 7 ± 0.05 
- 6 . 0 3 ± 0,05 
- 8 , 5 2 ± 0,05 

-t-661,8 ± 1,7 

Calc. 
(No. 

Expan
sion) 

4-1,30 
-1-2,76 
4-3,54 

998,1 

Calc. 
(Cyl. 
Exp)» 

- 6 . 8 2 
--17.55 
-29 .11 

Calc. 
(Rat. 

Approx)'' 

- 5 . 0 4 
-13 ,08 
-21 ,93 

^Expansion calcvilaliuii l):ised uii Case, de Hoffmann and 
Placzek. 

** Expansion calculation based on the rational approxima
tion. 

pansion, as this has been found to be negligible for 
non-fissile oxide samples. 

The analysis of the PuOo experiment was com
plicated by the fact that thermal expansion does con
tribute significantly to the result. The technique used 
to determine an expansion correction is described by 
Till,^ and is based on a eollison probability analysis. 
Two approaches were used, one using flat-source 
eollison probabilities given by Case, de Hoffmann 
and Placzek,^ and the other employing the rational 
approximation. The results for both cases, including 
the measurement results, arc presented in Table 
II-10-III. 

The PuO- Doppler calculations indicate a small, 
positive Doppler effect which is more than balanced by 
a large, negative expansion effect. Although the com
parison with experiment is poor, the relative contribu
tions of Doppler and expansion effects appear reason
able. The known inaccuracies in the E N D F / B cross 
sections, and the somewhat approximate nature of the 
expansion calculation are likely contributors to the 
discrepancy, as is the lack of precise data on the ex
pansion properties of 70% theoretical density, sintered 
PuOo pellets. 
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n - U . Pii-239, u-235 and U-238 Caplure-lo-Fission Ratios in ZPR-3 Assembly 57 
Measured by the Reactivity-Reaction Rate Method 

M. M. BRETSCHER, J. M. GASIDLO and W. C. REDMAN 

INTRODUCTION 

In spectra characteristic of large dilute fast reactors, 

the effective Pu-2.39 capture-to-fission ratio (alpha), on 

low flux reactors. Since the method has been described 

elsewhere,'" only the final equation, which forms the 

basis of the measurements, will be repeated here; 

(1 -t- a) 
R.(A)[(p/R,)(l - p./p) - (v/S)p'{Cr)f//$f*{Cm„*(-i)/<' 

p(A)[l - p.iA)/p{A)] 
(1) 

which the breeding ratio depends, is largely determined 
by the differential alpha values in the 0.1-30 keV 
range. The initial data of Schomberg' suggested that 
the plutonium alpha values in this range should be in
creased by an average of about .30 %. Recently, a num
ber of new differential measurements of the Pu-239 
captttre and fission cross .sections, and their ratio, cover
ing this energy interval have been reported.^'* 

To test the differential data, integral Pu-239 alpha 
values were measured in two different reactor cores, 
both designed to emphasize the 0.1-30 keV range. For 
ZPR-9 Assembly 24, the results for the null-zone meas
urement^ and those obtained by the reactivity-reaction 
rate technique'" have been reported. In ZPR-3 Assem
bly 57, Kato etal." made a direct integral measurement 
of the Pu-239 capture-to-fission ratio using a combina
tion of mass spectrometer techniques and fission track 
recorders. 

This report is concerned with an independent, but 
less direct, determination of Pu-239, t'-235 and U-238 
capture-to-fission ratios measured in ZPR-3 Assembly 
57. These integral alpha values, obtained by a com
bination of relative reactivity and absolute reaction 
rate measurements, are compared with those deter
mined by other experimental techniques and with 
values calculated from differential cross section data 
using both measured and calculated neutron spectra. 
The values given here .supersede the prehminary results 
reported earher.'-

]\IETHOD 

The reactivity-reaction rate technique provides an 
integral measurement of capture-to-fission ratios (a) in 

The measured quantities are the relative reactivities 
of the fissile material (p) and the Li-6 absorber |p(.4)]; 
the relative apparent reactivity of a californium source 
p'(Cf}; the absolute fission and absorption rates Rf and 
Ra(.i)', and the neutron emission rate *S from the cali
fornium source. The remttining factors in this equation 
must be calculated from fimdamental nuclear data, v is 
the average number of neutrons emitted per fission in 
the sample. Note that (1 — p,/p) corrects for the scatter
ing contribution to the total reactivity, $a*(A)/fa* ac
counts for the small difference in neutron importance 
between neutrons absorbed in the Li-0 sample and those 
absorbed in the fissile material, while $/*/^/*(C!) cor
rects for the difference in importance between neutrons 
from induced fission in the sample and from spontane
ous fission in the source. These correction factors are 
generally small, but do depend .somewhat on the neu
tron spectrum used in the calculation. 

Equation (1) was derived from first-order perturba
tion theory and applies to measurements made at the 
center of a reactor where flux gradients are essentially 
zero. For the equation to be vahd, the measured values 
of Rf , R^(A) and p'(Cf) must be normalized to a com
mon power level. Rf and p [and similarly if„(-4) and 
p(-4)] refer to samples of identical dimensions so that 
self-shielding effects will be the same. 

The reactivity-reaction rate method for determining 
integral alpha values is somew-hat indirect in that the 
results depend on a calculated value of a. However, the 
measurements can be made at power levels of the order 
of 50 W or less, which are at least two orders of magnitude 
lower than those required by the mass spectrometer 
technique. This is an important consideration for ZPR 
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Region 

Core 
Core* 
Inner reflector 
Outer reflector 

(Winter 
Radius, 

cm 

20.60 

61.92 
81.51 

TABLE I M l - I . ZPH-3 AssEMnLY 57 

Atom Density, 10^ atoms/cm^ 

U-235 

0.4081 
0.4130 

0.0083 

U-238 

0,6347 
0,6408 

3.989 

Be 

3.901 
3.934 

0 

3.901 
3.941 

AI 

0.5546 
0.570 

Fe 

7.554 
0.4540 

Cr 

0.1129 
0.1129 

Ni 

0.0494 
0.0494 

Mn 

0.0047 
0.0047 

TABLE II-11-III. PEHTURU.ITION 

Material" 

Pu(Al) 
Pu(Al) 
Pu(Al) 
U(E) 
U(E) 
U(E) 
U(D) 
Li(E) 
Li(E) 
Li(D) 
304-SS 
Al 

Geometry 

Annulus 
.\nnulus 
Annulus 
Annulus 
Annulus 
Annulus 
Annulus 
Cylinder 
Cylinder 
Cylinder 
Annulus 
Cylinder 

S.\MPLE D E S C U I P T I O N S 

Dimensions 

O.D. 

0.835 
0.835 
0.835 
0.835 
0.835 
0.835 
0.835 
0.300 
0.623 
0,623 
0.865 
0.865 

Wall 
Thick

ness 

0,005 
0,015 
0,0.30 
0.005 
0.015 
0.030 
0.031 

— 
— 
— 

0.015 

— 

in. 

Length 

1.250 
1.250 
1.250 
1.688 
1.688 
1,688 
1,688 
1,360 
0.850 
1.700 
2.000 
2.000 

Mass, 
g 

3.524 
9.950 

21.409 
5.2306 

15.7780 
.30,8.380 
.38.1631 
0,(i047 
1,8300 
4.2532 

13.8070 
53.0030 

" Core composition for Gulf General Atomic Subcritical Time-of-Flight Spectrum Facility, Assembly lA. 

installations where shielding is limited and fuel changes 
frequent. 

CRITICAL ASSEMBLY 

Assembly 57 of ZPR-3 was a eyhndrical three region 
reactor. The compact 54 liter core contained plates of 
enriched and depleted uranitmi and berylUum oxide. 
Surroimding the core was an inner reflector of stainless 
steel and an outer refiector of depleted uranium. 
Regional radii and average homogeneous atom concen
trations are shown in Table I I -U-I . Table I I - l l - I I 
gives the drawer loading pattern for the core. Excluding 
the axial reflectors, the core height was 40.8 cm with a 
20.5 cm radius. A more complete description of As
sembly 57 is given elsewhere.'^ This core was designed 
to give a rather soft spectrum .so that integral Pu-239 
alpha measurements would be sensitive to capture 
events in the 1-30 keV range. 

SAMPLES AND MEASUREMENTS 

All of the samples used in these measurements were 
contained in thin-walled stainless steel cans 2 in. long 
and J^ in. in diameter. Table I I -U-I I I gives a descrip
tion of the physical dimensions of the samples and 
Table 11-11-IV lists their isotopic composition. The 
plutonium was alloyed with 1.2 w/o aluminum and 
rolled into foil thicknesses of 5, 15, and .30 mils. 

Samples of identical dimensions were used for both 
reactivity and reaction rate measurements so that self-
shielding effects would be the same. A pneumatic de
vice" was used to transfer the samples to and from the 
center of the reactor core along a radius of the cylin
drical assembly. 

TABLE I I -U-I I . DRAWEit LO.\DING CONFIGURATION FOR 
CORE OF ZPR-3 ASSEMBLY 57" 

H BeO, He D, 2(M)BeO, He, D, H E, 2(M)BeO, Ke » , 2(H)-
BeO, Ke n , 2(H)BeO, Vs E, Ke D, 2('^)BeO 

Drawer Loading Configuration for GGA-STSF Assembly lA 
H BeO, Hi D, 2(M)BeO, H E, 2('i)BeO, Hs D, H BeO, 

'-16 U, 'ii BeO, He I>, 2(!8lBeO. ' i E, 'i BeO, ' i s D. ' s BeO 

•Pla te thicknesses in inches; D = depleted uranium, E = 
enriched uranium, BeO = beryllium oxide. 

" E = enriched, D = depleted, Al ^ .aluininum alloy. 

Relative reactivities were measured with an autorod 
which held the flux level constant as the sample was 
periodically driven into and out of the reactor core. 
The integral worth of the autorod, as well as that of the 
0.623 in. dittm Li-6 sample, was determined by the in
verse kinetics method. Photoneutrons, primarily from 
the berylliimi in the core, affect the kinetic behavior of 
the reactor and make the absolute calibration of the 
autorod somewhat uncertain. Fortunately, reactivities 
appear only as ratios in Eq. (1) and so the measured 
integral alpha values are independent of the ab.solute 
calibration of the integrtil worth of the autorod. For 
the case of the californium source, measurements were 
made at several different pow'er levels in order to sep
arate the apparent reactivity of the extraneous source 
neutrons from the true reactivity of the container. 

Figure II-l 1-1 shows a typical set of measurements 
made with the californium source plotted as a function 
of a quantity inversely proportional to the reactor 
power level. Three such sets of measurements were 
taken and adjusted to a common date to account for 
the decay of the californium source. The reactor power 
was monitored by a fission counter and with gold foils 
located in the reflector region. A' = 1.00 corresponds to 
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Sample 

Pu 
U(E) 
U(D) 

Li(E), 0.300 in. 
Li(E), 0,023 in. 

Li(n) 

TABLE I I - l l - IV. 

"•Pu-98.9315 
"'U-0.6632 

ISOTOPIC COMPOSITION 

Isotope— 

"»Pu-1.0123 
">U-93.1075 
'"U-0.2106 

'Li-99.2077 
•Li-94.9397 
•Li-O.OOlJO 

OF SAMPLES 

Weight Percent 

"'Pu-0.0528 
"'U-0.3186 

'Li-0.7923 
'Li-5.0603 
'Li-99.9940 

"'Pu-0.0034 
'"U-5.9107 
"•U-99.7894 

5-60 

4,80 

4,00 

3,20 

2 40 

1.60 

0,80 

1 1 

-

-

-

/ I 1 

1 1 p 

/ -

/ -

/ -

-

-

1 1 

1/(N0RMALIZED POWER N) 

F I G . I l - l l - l . Apparent Reactivity of Cf-252 Spontaneous 
Fission Source. ANL Neg. No. 118-404. 

Armani'^ reported a precise measurement (±0.9%) of 
the Mo-99 yield in the fast fission of Pu-239. This 
measurement was made in ZPR-3 Assembly 57, using 
a combination of .solid state track recorders (SSTR) 
and radiochemistry techniques. So as not to ignore 
other, but less precise, measurements of this fast fission 
yield, we have used the weighted mean of the value.s 
given in Ref. 18 in the analysis of the Pu-239 fission 
rates. However, this mean value (5.82 =t 0.05)% is 
strongly dominated by the SSTR measurement. 

Unfortunately, an accurate value for the Mo-99 yield 
in U-235 fast fission is not available at this time. Lar
sen" has determined a value of (5.80 ± 0.20) % for this 
yield in EBR-II. His value was obtained from measured 
Tc-99/Cs-137 yield ratios of 0.930 (EBR-I) and O.940 
(EBR-II) and the Cs-137 yield of (6.20 ± 0.16)% 
determined by Idaho Nuclear Corporation.'" 

From measurements made in ZPR-3 Assembly 57, 
one can obtain a value for the ratio of Mo-99 yields for 
U-235 and Pu-239 fast fission. The Pu-239 to U-235 
fission ratio was measured with a back-to-back fission 
counter.2' Using the CALHET code^ (see Paper IV-21) 
to obtaui the detailed flux distribution in the unit cell, 
a small correction ( ~ 1 %) was applied to this fission 
ratio to account for the fact that the flssion chamber 
viewed a different portion of the miit cell than that 

the power level (about 50 W) to which aU the reaction 
rate data have been normahzed. The intercept of the 
graph is the reactivity of the source container while the 
slope divided by N is the apparent reactivity, p'(Cf). 
The californium source was calibrated by the man
ganese bath technique.'^ To correct for decay, a Cf-252 
half life of (2.621 ± 0.006) yr'"" was used. The source 
strength, together with its apparent reactivity at a 
power level corresponding to Â  = 1.00, is given at the 
bottom of Table II- l l -V. 

Samples for reaction rate measurements were ir
radiated at the same location used for the reactivity 
determinations. Fission rates were measured radio-
chemically'^ by determining the absolute activity of the 
iMo-99 fission product in the irradiated sample. Thus, 
the accuracy of the fission rates is limited by imprecise 
knowledge of the yield of Mo-99 in fast fission. Recently, 

T.ABLE lI- l l -V. ME.VSCRED ISOTOPIC SPECIFIC REACTIVITIES 

AND N O R M A L I Z E D R E A C T I O N R A T E S * 

Isotope 

Pu-239 
Pu-239 
Pu-239 
U-235 
U-235 
U-235 
U-238 
Li-6 
Li-6 

OD. or 
Wall 

Thickness, 
in. 

0.005 
0.015 
0.030 
0.005 
0.015 
0.030 
0.031 
0.300 
0,623 

p , 
Ih,/g 

0,6124 ± 0.0012 
0.6272 ± 0.0009 
0.6397 ± 0.0030 
0.4291 ± 0,0012 
0.4302 ± 0.0005 
0.4313 ± 0.0020 

-(0.03322 ± 0.00015) 
- 0 1 . 5 9 2 ± 0.030) 
- (11.100 ± 0,030) 

Rf or R., 
lOVg-sec 

2.093 ± 0,022 
2.068 ± 0,020 
2.000 ± 0.020 
2,151 ± 0,049 
2.116 ± 0.012 
1.970 ± 0.038 

0.0690 ± 0.0018 
41.94 ± 0.32 
40.49 ± 0,35 

" p(Cf) = (0.21000 ± 0.00063)Ih 
S(Cf) = (9.205 ± 0.027)10' n/sec 
aJIdiortsmie.l = 3.715 ± 0.129 
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"seen" by the irradiated foils. Combining this adjusted 
fission ratio tvith the measured Mo-99 activities from 
thin (0.005 in.) foils of plutonium and enriched uranium 
gives a yield ratio of 

2«F(Mo-99)/''"F(Mo-99) = 1.005 ± 0.017. 

From this ratio and the above value for the yield in 
Pu-239 fission one obtains (5.85 ± 0.11) %. for the yield 
in U-235 fission, in excellent agreement with Larsen's 
value. 

The yields used in the evaluation of the various fission 
rates are summarized in Table II- l l -VI. For U-238 
fission we have used the same yield as before." 

U-238 capture rates were also measured radiochem
ically'^ by determining the absolute activity of Np-239 
resulting from the decay of U-239. Combining this with 
the corresponding fission rate gives the radiochemical 
value for the L-238 capture-to-fission ratio shown at the 
bottom of Table II- l l -V. 

The Li-6 absorption rate was measured by determin
ing the amount of tritiimi induced in irradiated sam
ples.'^ Tritium was removed from the lithium samples 
by an isotopic dilution method using normal hydrogen 
as the carrier gas. After converting the hydrogen to 
water, liquid scintiUation counting methods were used 
to determine the tritium activity. The coimting system 
was calibrated in terms of a tritiated water standard 
obtained from the National Bureau of Standards. 

The results of the reactivity tiiid reaction rate meas
urements (normalized fo a power level corresponding to 
.V = 1.00), together with the californium data, are sum
marized in Table II- l l -V. Since the capture-to-fission 
ratio depends on reactivity quotients, the errors quoted 
for the reactivity measurement do not include uncer
tainties associated with the integral worth of the auto
rod. Errors in the reaction rate measurements cor
respond to the standard deviation in the mean of several 
measurements and include estimates of the tmcertainties 
in power normalizations, fission yields, and the calibra
tion of the NBS tritiated water standard. 

NEUTKON SPECTRA 

Central flux and adjoint distributions are needed to 
calculate 5 and the various correction factors appearing 
in the reactivity-reaction rate expression (E(i. 1) for 
alpha. Multigroup cross sections were generated from 

TABLE II-l l-VI. M(j -

Isotope 

U-235 
U-238 
Pu 239 

)9 F , \ST FISSION YIELDS 

Yield, 
/c 

5.85 ± 0.11 
6.29 ± 0.15 
5,82 ± 0,05 

10' 

10" 

10-1 

10 

: 
~ 

=-"'r 
; 

-1 

CALOl-ATED-CALWT 

PROTON-RECOIL 

ntC-OF-FLIGHT 

pJ 

IQO I Q I 
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1 , 
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• « ^ - t ^ ^ 

1 . , .. 
10= 

-

10'* 
ENERGY <KEn 

F I G . II-11-2. Central Neutron Spectra Calculated frona the 
CALHET Code and Measured by Proton-Recoil and Time-of-
Flight Techniques. ANL Neg. No. 116-347. 

E N D F / B data using the J\IC- code.^^ Slab geometry 
equivalence theory was used in this calculation to cor
rect the U-238 cross sections for spatial self-shielding. 
To account for the heterogeneous plate structure of the 
core, the perturbation code CALHET,-- (also, see Paper 
IV-21) which is based on a collision probability ap
proach, was used to calculate the detailed flux variations 
across the plates of the unit cell. Flux and volume-
weighted cell-averaged cross sections were also eval
uated by CALHET. These cross sections, together with 
the atom densities given in Table H-H-I , were used in a 
diffusion-theory calculation to determine the central 
adjoint distribution. 

To account for the small perturbation in the flux dis
tribution resulting from the double-walled stainless 
steel oscillator tube and sample holder, an S„ transport 
calculation'^ in cylindrical geometry was made using the 
CALHET flux distribution, integrated over the axial 
extent of the sample, as the input shell source. This 
slightly softened flux distribution together with the 
central adjoints was used to calculate v and the impor
tance-dependent correction terms. 

Figure II-11-2 shows a comparison of the calculated 
neutron flux distribution with spectra measured by 
proton-recoil (P-R) and time-of-flight (T-O-F) tech
niques. The P-R measurements^^ were made in ZPR-3 
As.'^embly 57, whereas the T-O-F data"-^ were taken 
on the Subcritical Time-of-Flight Spectrum Facility 
(STSF) at Gulf General Atomic for Assembly lA whose 
composition'^ nearly dui)licated that of Assembly 57. 
A comparison of the atom densities and drawer loading 
configurations for the cores of Assemblies 57 and lA is 
provided in Tables II-U-I and I I - l l - I I . The flux dis
tributions shown in Fig. II-11-2 were normalized by 
equating the integrals, evaluated over the energy range 
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of the measurement, for the measured and calculated 
spectra. Note that the time-of-flight spectrum rises 
above the calculated spectrum for neutron energies 
above 0.3 MeV and below 2 keV. The proton-recoil and 
CALHET spectra are in reasonable agreement. 

For the T-O-F measurements the re-entrant tube of 
the STSF "viewed" a BeO plate near the center of the 
drawer. Thus, the T-O-F spectrum is expected to be 
somewhat softer than the CALHET distribution which 
refers to the extended sample position which spanned 
most of the plate widths of the unit cell. The CALHET 
spectrum for the same BeO region viewed by the STSF 
is compared with the T-O-F spectrum in Fig. II-11-3. 
Also included in this figure is the calculated spectrum 
integrated over the 1.25 in. length of the plutonium 
samples. No attempt has been made to modify the 
T-O-F spectrum for the small diff"erences in atom densi
ties for the cores of Assemblies lA and 57 and for spec
tral differences between the BeO region and the regions 
covered by the samples used for the reactivity-reaction 
rate measurements. 

To characterize the spectrum, the fraction of the total 
number of Pu-239 capture and fission events for several 
energy intervals is shown in Table II-11-VII. These 
calculations refer to the CALHET distribution using 

TAliLE I M l - V I I I . C-\LciTL.vTED QUANTITIES FOR CALHET 
FLUX DISTRIBUTION 

IQl 

10° 

10-1 

'"io 

: 
-
r 

r 

f 
1 

FU CALHET 

BEO CALHET 

TIME-QF-FLIGMT 

-sA 

1 1 . 
IQQ 10' 

-^^'^'^^'^ 

1 
102 

^ 

1 . . .. 
10= 10» 

ENERGY (KEV) 

F I G . II-11-3. CALHET—Calculated Neutron Spectra for 
BeO Region and P^esious Spanned by Pu Samples Compared 
with Time-of-Flight Distribution. ANL Neg. No. 116-403. 

TABLE II-11-VII. Pu-2.39 SPECTRAL DEPENUENCE 

Energy Interval, 
lieV 

>25 
1-25 

0.1-1 
<0 .1 

Fraction of Total 
Captures 

0.187 
0.507 
0.277 
0.029 

Fraction of Total 
Fissions 

0.667 
0.215 
O.IOO 
0.018 

Isotope 

Pu-239 
Pu-239 
Pu-239 
Pu-239 
U-235 
U-235 
U-235 
U-235 
U-238 
Li-0 

Thick-

in. 

0.000 
0.005 
0.015 
0.030 
0.000 
0.005 
0.015 
0.030 
0.031 
0.300 

1 — Pt/p 

0.9960 
0.9962 
0.9963 
0.9966 
0.9932 
0.9934 
0.9936 
0.9939 
1.2079 
1.0O84 

i'f 
*•/(«) 

0 .9955 

0 .9955 

0 .9950 

0 .9956 

0 .9925 

0 .9925 

0 .9925 

0 .9925 

0 .9940 

& • (Li-6) 

*.* 
1.0011 

1.0042 

1.0086 

1.0140 

0 .9891 

0 .9919 

0 .9959 

1.O0O8 

1.0245 

2.9503 

2.9539 

2.9592 

2.9658 

2.4709 

2.4732 

2.4766 

2.4809 

2.7963 

T A B L E I I - U - I X . C A L C U L A T E D Q U A N T I T I E S F O R C A L H E T , 

P - R A N D T - O - F S P E C T R A 

P u - 2 3 9 

P u - 2 3 9 

P u - 2 3 9 

U-235 
U-235 

U-235 

U-238 

U-238 

U-238 

L i -6 

L i -0 

Li -6 

Thick-

in. 

0 .000 

0 .000 
O.OOO 

0 .000 

0 .000 

0 .000 

0.031 
0.031 
0.031 
0.300 
0.30O 
0.300 

Spectrum 

CALHET 
P R 

T-O-F 
CALHET 

P-R 
T-O-F 

CALHET 
P-R 

T-O-F 
CALHET 

P R 
T-O-F 

1 - P./p 

0.9960 
0.9960 
0.9963 
0.9932 
0.9930 
0.9934 
1.2079 
1.2149 
1.2817 
1.0084 
1.0084 
1.0071 

*/• 
il'iCt) 

0.9955 
0.9955 
0.9956 
0.9925 
0.9925 
0.9925 
0.9940 
0.9940 
0.9940 

«a*(Li-6) 
0a* 

1.0011 
1.0036 
1.0004 
0.9891 
0.9902 
0.9883 
1.0245 
1.0258 
1.0361 

2.9603 
2.9516 
2.9561 
2.4709 
2.4712 
2.4745 
2.7956 
2.7962 
2.8032 

E N D F / B (Version I) cross sections modified by the 
ORNL data' in the 0.1-30 keV range. 

CALCUL.\TED QUANTITIES 

Follomng the procedures described in Ref. 10, v and 
the correction factors for scattering reactivity effects 
and differences in neutron importance were evaluated 
on the basis of tiie calculated and measured neutron 
spectra using the central adjoint distribution obtained 
from the CALHET cell-averaged cross sections. These 
cross sections were generated from E N D F / B (Version 
I) but for the case of Pu-239 were modified in the 0.1 to 
30 keV range to incorporate the ORNL' differential 
data.* A typical set of calculated parameters is given in 
Tables II-11-VIII and I I -U-IX. Table II-11-VIII 
refers to the CALHET spectrum and shows how these 
parameters vary as a fimction ot sample thicloiess; per-

* The ORNL cross sections were measured by both a fission 
chamber and with metal foils. To obtain the modified ENDF/B 
cross sections, the weighted mean of these two measurements 
was used. 
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turbed fluxes were obtained from a self-shielding cal
culation. This self-shielding calculation was not ap
plied to the U-238 .sample since its thicloiess was chosen 
to be approximately equivalent to the thickness of the 
depleted uranium plates in the unit cell. Therefore, the 
U-238 cell-averaged cross sections account for self-
shielding effects in this sample. The quantities shown in 
Table 11-11-IX have been evaluated using the calcu
lated, proton-recoil, tind time-of-flight neutron spectra. 

In general, the.se numerical quantities are not very 
sensitive to the neutron spectrum used in the calcula
tion, as can be seen from Table 11-11-IX. For Pu-239 
and U-235, corrections for differences in neutron im
portance and scattering contributions to the total re
activity are very small, amounting to about 1 % or less. 
In the case of U-238, however, the corrections are 
larger, particularly that for scattering which amounts 
to 21 ''c. Since the magnitude of the calculated ratio 
p,/p is very sensitive to the adjoint distribution, the 
reactivity-reaction rate value of a'" is much more sensi
tive to errors in the adjoint fluxes and elastic and in
elastic transfer cross sections than is the case for either 

INTEGRAL ALPHA VALUES 

The reactivity-reaction rate integral alpha values for 
Pu-239 and U-235 are listed in Table I I -U-X as a func
tion of sample thickness. I t will be recalled that fission 
rates and reactivities were measured for hollow-cylin
drical samples having wall thicknesses of 5, 15 and 30 
mils. These results were extrapolated to zero thickness 
and then substituted into Eq. (1) to obtain the infinitely 
dilute alpha values. The correction factors (Table 
II-11-VIII), as well as the calculated capture-to-fission 
ratios, were evaluated on the btisis of the theoretical 
(CALHET) neutron spectrum using E N D F / B cross 
sections. For Pu-239, however, the absorption and fis
sion cross sections were modified in the 0.1 to 30 keV 
range to incorporate the ORNL data. ' The quoted errors 
are the standard deviations in the measurements. They 

TABLE I I - l l - - \ . Pu-239 AND U-235 CAPTURE-
TO-FlSSION R.VTIOS 

Thickness, 
in. 

0.000 
0.005 
0.015 
0.030 

^ 2 3 9 

Calc. 

0.351 
0.343 
0.331 
0.316 

Measured 

(0.380 ± 0.030)" 
0.367 ± 0.030 
0.339 ± 0.030 
0.291 ± 0.031 

^ 2 3 5 

Calc. 

0.294 
0.291 
0.285 
0.278 

Measured 

(0.289 ± 0.029)" 
0.289 ± 0.029 
0.283 ± 0.028 
0.237 ± 0.029 

" By extrapolation of Rf and p to zero thickness. 

include estimates of the uncertainties in V, the JMO-99 
fast fission yields, and the calibration of the NBS 
tritiated water standard. However, no error has been 
assigned to the calculated correction factors. 

Except for the 30 mil sample the U-235 results agree 
with the calculated quantities. The low alpha value for 
the 30 mil sample results from an abnormally small 
value for iJ/-235 (see Table II- l l-V), suggesting an 
error in the radiochemistry determuiatiou of this par
ticular fission rate. For the thin Pu-239 samples the 
measured capture-to-fission ratios are somewhat larger 
than the calculated ones. Also, the measured Pu-239 
alpha values decrease with sample thickness more 
rapidly than theory predicts. This may be due to a 
deficiency in the code^° used to evaluate the perturbed 
fluxes. However, the code adequately predicted the 
thicloiess variation in a ' " in the somewhat softer spec
trum ot ZPR-9 Assembly 24.o«) 

Table 11-11-XI shows the results of the plutonium 
zero-thickness data evaluated on the basis of the calcu
lated, proton-recoil, and time-of-flight .spectra using 
ORNL,"' UK'*', and E N D F / B (Version I) cross sections. 
The small variation in the measured alpha values re
flects the weak dependence of the calculated quantities 
on the spectrum and cross sections used in the calcula
tion. 

Using a combination of mass spectrometer techniques 
and fission track recorders, Kato et al." made a direct 

TABLE I I - l l -XI . D I L U T E P U - 2 3 9 INTEGRAL ALPHAS 

Spectrum 

CALHET 
P R 

T-O-F 

ORNL <r's 

Calc. 

0.351 
0.344 
0.365 

Measured 

0.380 ± 0.030 
0.385 ± 0.030 
0.386 ± 0.030 

UKff's 

Calc. 

0.293 
0.288 
0.308 

Measured 

0.388 ± 0.030 
0.391 ± 0.031 
0.391 ± 0.030 

ENDF/B c's 

Calc. 

0.257 
0.253 
0.266 

Measured 

0.390 ± 0.030 
0.393 ± 0.031 
0.393 ± 0.031 

Mass spectrometer measurement:" a " ' = 0.363 ± 0.024. 
Modified result to account for spectral differences:'" a"« = 0.350 ± 0.023. 

' See Ref. 11. 
* See text. 
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TABLE II-11-XII. DILUTE U-235 ANU U-238 (0.031 in.) INTEGRAL ALPHAS 

(Radiochemical a'" = 3.715 ± 0.129) 

Spectrum 

Calculated 

Proton-Recoil 

Time-of-Flight 

Adjoint 
Distrib. 

F W 

uw 
FW 
UWi> 

FW" 
U W 

a«" 

Calc. 

0,294 
0.294 

0.294 
0.294 

0,300 
0.300 

Measured 

0.289 ± 0.029 
0.293 ± 0.029 

0,291 ± 0.029 
0.295 ± 0,029 

0.292 ± 0.029 
0.296 ± 0.029 

^ 2 3 8 

Calc. 

3,805 
3,805 

3,830 
3,830 

3,254 
3,254 

Measured 

3,499 ± 0,071 
3,644 ± 0,074 

3,518 ± 0,071 
3,665 ± 0,075 

3.654 ± 0.074 
3.866 ± 0.079 

' FW = flux-weighted cross sections used in evaluation of <I>*(E). 
' UW = unweighted cross sections used in evaluation of 4>*(E). 

measurement of the Pu-239 capture-to-fission ratio for 
an ultra thin sample irradiated in a BeO region at the 
center of ZPR-3 Assembly 57. This result is shown at the 
bottom of Tabic I I - l l -XI . To compare the mass spec
trometer value with the reactivity-reaction rate result 
one must account for the fact that the two measure
ments were made in different regions of the unit cell. 
Using the region-dependent CALHET spectrum to
gether with E N D F / B cross sections modified by the 
ORNL data,^ the calculated alpha ratio for the cell 
regions covered by the reactivity-reaction rate samples 
to the BeO region in which the mass spectrometer 
sample was exposed is 0.965. For purposes of compari
son, the mass spectrometer alpha value should be re
duced by this factor. This modified value is also given 
in Table I I - l l -XI . Although the reactivity-reaction 
rate result is somewhat larger than the modified mass 
sj^ectrometer value, the errors do overlap. Integral 
alpha values calculated from the Oak Ridge data' are 
in best agreement with the experimental ones. 

The sensitivity of the l'-235 and U-238 capture-to-
fission ratios to spectrum-dependent correction factors 
is illustrated in Table I I -U-XII where the results have 
been evaluated on the basis of the theoretical, proton-
recoil and time-of-flight spectra. The U-235 values are 
for a sample of zero thickness whereas the U-238 results 
correspond to a thickness approximately equivalent to 
the width of the depleted uranium plates in the unit 
cell. For purposes of comparison, the radiochemical 
value for U-238 alpha is given at the top of the 
table. To illustrate the sensitivity of the results to the 
adjoint distribution used to evaluate the importance-
dependent correction terms, the alpha values were cal
culated for adjoint distributions obtained from 
CALHET flux-weighted (FW) cell-averaged cross sec
tions and from unweighted (UW) cross sections. 

For U-235 the reactivity-reaction rate alpha value is 
quite insensitive to the neutron spectrum and adjoint 

distribution used in the evalutition of the various cor
rection terms and is in good agreement with the calcu
lated value. The situation is quite reversed, however, 
for the U-238 sample, as Table II-11-XII shows. Be
cause the calculated ratio pjp is very sensitive to the 
adjoint distribution and is cpiite large for U-238, a™ 
changes by about 5 'Ti in going from one adjoint spec
trum to the next. From a theoretical point of view, it 
is not clear what adjoint distribution should be used for 
evaluating neutron importances. Perhaps, for example, 
adjoint-weighted rather than flux-weighted cross sec
tions should be used for this purpose. Fortunately, the 
U-235 and Pu-239 measured tilphas are very insensitive 
to the detailed nature of the adjoint distribution. The 
U-238 values quoted in Tabic II-11-XII clearly favor 
the adjoint spectrum calculated from un-weighted cross 
sections. Because of the high fission threshold for 
U-238(~0.5 MeV), the calculated value of alpha is 
very sensitive to the .shape of the neutron spectrum 
above 1 MeV. In this region the T-O-F spectrum 
rises above the CALHET and P-R distributions, as 
Fig. II-l 1-2 shows, and is the reason why the calculated 
value of a^^ for the T-O-F spectrum is so much lower 
than the others. The radiochemistry result favors the 
CALHET flux distribution. 

It was mentioned earlier that a tran.sport correction 
was applied to account for the stainless steel tube and 
holder surrounding the sample. The effect of the stain
less .steel is to soften the spectrum somewhat, which 
tends to increase the Pu-239 and U-235 alpha values by 
about 0.5 %. For U-238, however, the effect is larger. 
The calculated value of a''^ is increased by nearly 5% 
while the measured value decreases by less than 0.5 %• 

ALPHA SENSITIVITIES AND ERRORS 

The sensitivity of the reactivity-reaction rate integral 
alpha values to errors in both measured and calculated 
quantities is illustrated in Table II-11-XIII. For ex-

f 
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ample, a 1 % increase in the Li-6 absorption rate results 
in increases of 3.6, 4.5 and 1.3 % in the alpha values for 
Pu-239, U-235 and U-238, respectively. A 1 % increase 
in the fission rate will increase a'^' by 2.7 %. Note that 
the results are very sensitive to the value used for v. 
If r is increased by 1%, a ' " increases by 6.3% and 
gMs by 6.9%. The importance term for fission neutrons 
depends on the Maxwellian temperature parameter T 
used to characterize the primary fission neutron dis
tribution. Only small changes in a result from 1 %> varia
tions in T. 

The errors assigned to the various quantities and the 
corresponding uncertainties in a are shown in Table 
II-11-XIV. These values apply to the 5 mil Pu-239 and 
U-235 samples, but are typical of the errors for the 
other thicknesses. The error in the Li-6 absorption rate 
includes an estimate of 0.5% in the calibration of the 
XBS tritiated water standard." Uncertainties of 0.9, 
1.9 and 2.4% in the Mo-99 yields for Pu-239, U-235 
and U-238 fast fission respectivel.v, contribute most of 
the errors in Rf and contribute a large fraction of the 
total uncertainty in a. Reactivities appear only as ratios 
in the basic equation [Eq. (1)] for alpha. Therefore, the 
errors quoted in Table II-11-XIV are the uncertainties 
associated with the relative reactivity values and do not 
include the error in the absolute calibration of the 
autorod. 

Table II-11-XIII shows that the Pu-239 and U-235 
alphas are very sensitive to the values used for v. For 
the purpose of estimating the error in v, it was assumed 
that v(E) varies linearly with energy: v(E) = a 4- bE. 
Then, 

TABLE II-11-XIII. ALPHA .SENSITIVITIES 

J v{E)c!{E),f(.E) dE 

j af(E)4,(E) (IE 
a + bE. 

Since bE contributes only about 2 "/o to the total value 
of V, almost all the uncertainties in v result from the 
energy-independent term a. Estimates of the uncer
tainties associated with o and 6 are given in Ref. 32, but 
they do not include the error in i<(Cf-252) to which the 
data have been normalized. In view of the uncertainty 
in i'(Cf-252), an error of 1 % has been assigned to the 
V values used in the alpha evaluations. Most of the error 
in the Pu-239 and U-235 capture-to-fission ratios re
sults from the uncertainties in V, as Table II-11-XIV 
indicates. 

It has already been pointed out that the calculated 
correction factors for differences in neutron importance 
and for the component in the total reactivity due to 
scattering depend on the neutron flux and adjoint dis
tributions. Except for the scattering correction in U-238, 

B.(Li-6)0;(Li-6)/0; 

p(Li-6)[l - p.(Li-6)/p(Li-(yl 
(i!/S)p' (Cf-252)«;/*r* (Cf-252) 

(1 - p./p)/R, 
T-252 

T-239, r-235, 7'-238 

Causes Per Cent Increase In 

ai» 

3.63 

6.33 
- 2 . 7 0 
- 0 . 4 8 

0.41 

gas 

4.46 

6.88 
- 2 . 4 1 
- 0 . 5 2 

0.39 

gm 

0.67 
0.61 

- 0 . 0 5 
0.04 

TABLE II-11-XIV. Ejtu 

Quantity 

fla(Li-6) 
R, : 239, 235, 238 
S(Cf-252) 
p(Li-O) 
p: 239, 235, 238 
p' (Cf-252) 
i: 239, 235, 238 
r(Cf-252) 
T: 239, 235, 238 

% Error 

0.70 
1,04, 2.27, 2.57 
0,29 
0,20 
0,2, 0,3, 0.4 
0.30 
1.0, 1.0, 1,0 
2,0 
2.0, 1.0, 3,0 

Combined Error 

% Error In 

^ 2 3 9 

2.77 
2.81 
1.83 
0.94 
0.51 
1.90 
6.33 
0.96 
0.82 

8.08 

a'"' 

3.40 
5.46 
1.99 
1.15 
0.65 
2.06 
6.88 
1.04 
0.39 

10.0 

^ 2 3 8 

0.98 
1.57 
0.19 
0.33 
0.27 
0.20 
0.67 
0.10 
0,12 

2,04 

these calculated corrections are very small and no error 
has been assigned to them. 

POSSIBLE SYSTEMATIC ERRORS IN V 

Integral alpha values measured by the reactivity-re
action rate technique depend, in a very sensitive way, 
on the calculated value of r, the average number of neu
trons per fission. For the Pu-239 and U-235 measure
ments reported here a 1.0% change in V results in 
changes of 6.3 and 6.9% in â ^̂  and oc'^^ respectively 
(Table I I -U-XIII ) . It is therefore appropriate to ex
amine the possibilities for systematic errors in the 
evaluation of v for the fast reactor spectrum. 

The best measured values of v{E} and vn are made 
relative to i'(Cf-252) or are normahzed to this value. 
Thus, the v values used in these capture-to-fission ratio 
measurements are related to V for Cf-252. Unfortun
ately, the experimental values for i;(Cf-252) tend to lie 
in two groups differing by about 2%(i."" Generally 
speaking, measurements using a large liquid scintilla
tion detector lie close to 3.8 while those usmg a man
ganese bath give values close to 3.7. An accurate meas
urement has been reported recently by De Volpi and 
Porges' ' and their value (3.725 ± 0.015) supports the 
lower data. The value adopted for E N D F / B (Version 
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I) is 3.772 ± 0.015.' ' Thus, v values calculated from 
E N D F / B may be somewhat large ( ^ 1 %). 

In fast reactor calculations one commonly assumes a 
linear energy dependence for v{E) in the lower energy 
range and a similar dependence, but with different 
slope, at higher energies where the (n,n'j) reaction is 
possible.' In effect, this assumes a I'-value in the fission 
resonance region equal to the thermal value. The meas
urements of Weinstein et al.'" indicate that this may 
not be a good approximation for Pu-239. They found 
that the c-values for Pu-239 in the energy range 0.01 to 
100 eV fall into two groups, differing by about 3 % , 
depending on the spin states (J = 0,1) of the individual 
resonances. For example, at 0.198 eV they found v to 
be 1 % lower than the thermal value. Similar, but less 
pronotmced, effects exist for U-235. At 0.3 eV they 
fotind v''"' to be 0.6% higher than the thermal value. 
Preliminary data reported by Cond6" suggest that the 
actual value of v for Pu-239 in a fast reactor spectrum 
is somewhat less than what one calculates assuming 
v{E) varies linearly with energy with the intercept cor
responding to xij. In view of these considerations, it 
seems likely that too large a value of v was used in the 
analysis of â ^̂  and that this is the most important rea
son for the difference between the reactivity-reaction 
rate and mass spectrometer determinations of a '̂̂ . 

The experiments of Meadows and Whalen" show 
that for U-235 v[E) has structure and varies non-linearly 
in the several hundred keV region, wiiere a significant 
part of the neutron spectrum lies in a fast reactor. 
Davey" points out that at 300 keV this structure effect 
results in a value of v{E) which is 2 % larger than one 
would calculate assuming a linear energy dependence. 
All things considered, it is not clear whether the spec
trum-weighted value of v"^ calculated from E N D F / B 
is too large or too small. 

SUMMARY 

Integral captiire-to-fission ratios for Pu-239, U-235 
and U-238 have been measured by the reactivity-reac
tion rate method in a fast reactor spectrum tailored to 
emphasize Pu-239 capture events in the 0.1-30 keV 
range. For Pu-239 and U-235 uncertainties in v con
tribute most of the error to the measured capture-to-
fission ratios. The measured Pu-239 alpha values are 
somewhat larger than those calculated from funda
mental nuclear data, but are best described by 
E N D F / B cross sections modified in the 0.1-30 keV 
range by the recent ORNL-data.' This conclusion ap- . 
phes whether one uses the theoretical neutron flux dis
tribution or spectra measured by proton-recoil and 
time-of-flight techniques. 

Although the errors overlap, the infinitely dilute 

value of a-" is about 8 % larger than an independent 
value measured in a direct way using a combination of 
mass spectrometer technitiues and fission track re
corders." The reactivity-reaction rate value of a"" 
depends very sensitively on the calculated value for v. 
For reasons discussed in the previous section, it seems 
likely that the value of v calculated from ENDF/B is 
too large by 1-2 %o. This would account for the differ
ence between the two independent measurements of 
a" ' and would also provide good agreement between the 
measured and calculated values. By combining the mass 
spectrometer result with the measurements reported 
here one can derive a value for v corresponding to a 
zero-thickness sample of Pu-239 in the fast reactor 
spectrum. This evaluation gives P^^ = 2.913 ± 0.036 
wliich is 1.3 %i lower than the calculated value of 2.950. 

The measured Pu-239 alpha values decrease as a 
function of sample thickness much more rapidly than 
theory predicts. This may be due to a deficiency in the 
code used to calculate the perturbed fluxes. However, 
this code adequately accounts for the thicloiess effect 
in U-235 and for the earlier Pu-239 measurements made 
in another core.^" 

For U-2.35 the measured alpha values are in excellent 
agreement with those calculated from ENDF/B. How
ever, the results are dependent on a rather tentative 
value for the Mo-99 yield in the fast fission of U-235. 

Unlike Pu-239 and U-235 the U-238 alpha values vary 
significantly depending on the flux and adjoint distribu
tions used. The calculated value of o?'' is very sensitive 
to that portion of the neutron spectrum above the fast 
fission threshold (~0.6 MeV). The high energy portion 
of the time-of-flight spectrum rises above the theoretical 
CALHET distribution and this is the primary reason 
why the calculated value of c?" based on CALHET is 
17 %. larger than the result evaluated from the T-O-F 
data. A large scattering correction must be applied to 
obtain the reactivity-reaction rate value of a™. The 
magnitude of this correction depends rather sensitively 
on the adjoint distribution. The use of the CALHET 
fluxes and adjomts calculated from MC- cross sections, 
without cell-averaging, leads to good agreement among 
the calculated, radiochemical and reactivity-reaction 
rate U-238 alpha values. 
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11-12. .4n Integral Measurement of Pu-239 and U-233 Alpha 

W. Y. K.̂ TO, R. .1. . \ R \ U N I , R . P . LARSEN*, P. E. MORELA.ND**, L . .\. MOUNTFORD,! 

J. M. GASIDLO, R . J. POPEK* and C. D. SWANSON 

INTRODVCTIOX 

-\ number of differential capture and fission cross 
sections for Pu-239 have been reported.'"^ Because of 
the discrepancy betw'een the reported values, an ex
periment has been jierformed on ZPR-3 to measure 
directly the integral value of the Pu-239 capture-to-
fission ratio (alpha) in a fast sjiectrum to attempt to 
determine the correct differential values. In addition, 
an attempt was mtide to measure the L'-233 and U-235 
alphas. The experiment basically consisted of irradiat
ing highly purified samples of Pu-239, U-233. and 
U-235 near the center of a special uranium-fueled 
assembly whose spectrum was tailored to enhance the 
1-50 ke^' neutron energy region and measure the num
ber of fissions and captures which had occurred in the 
sample during the irradiation. The experimentally 
determined values of the integral alpha were then com-
jiared with theoretically calculated values using vari
ous differential cross sections and measured anil calcu
lated spectra. 

DESCRIPTION OF ASSEMBLY 

Since the ZPR-3 facility was limited to a maximum 
power level of 5 kW, it was necessaiy to design a core 
which was as small as possible to maximize the neutron 
flux and whose fast spectrum enhanced the 1-50 keV 
region to as high a degree as possible. It was also 
desirable to minimize the number of neutrons below 
about 100 eV. -\n additional limitation was imposed by 
the available inventory of materials. 

ZPR-3 -\ssembly 57 was designed to meet these cri
teria. It is a three-region assembly, with a central core 
of U-235, U-238, beryllium oxide, and aluminum 
surrounded by an inner reflector of iron and an outer 
reflector of dejileted uranium. The core composition 
of this assembly was the same as that of the Gulf 
General .\tomic S T S F - L \ " ' whose central spectrum 
had been measured by time-of-flight techniques. Fur
thermore, .\ssembly 57 had a depleted uranium reflec
tor to provide additional radiation shielding. The core 
drawers contained two Yg-'m. columns of enriched 
uranium, five 'ir,-in. columns of depleted uranium, 
and eleven ^s-in. columns of beryllium oxide as shown 

* Chemical Engineering Divison, .\rgonne National Lab-
orator.v. 

** Chemistry Division, Argonne National Laboratory. 
t-Atomics International, a Division of North .American 

Rockwell Corporation, Canoga Park, California. 

in Fig. II-12-1. Instead of the standard ANL-ZPR 
enriched uranium fuel plates, enriched uranium fuel 
from the former C.\NEL project was used. This was 
I lone so that the fuel could be stored for an indefinite 
period after the high-power irradiation without affect
ing the normal ZPR fuel inventory. In addition, the 
1.75-in. height of the C.\NEL plates, which is less than 
the standtird ZPR fuel plates, provided a W-in. channel 
above the fuel columns which was used as a cooling 
channel. In order to take maximum advantage of this 
as a cooling channel during the high-power run, the 
axial reflector columns behind the fuel were also made 
shorter. The central 13 drawers in each half had this 
composition. The remaining axial reflector and the 
radial reflector consisted of solid blocks of iron and 
depleted uranium. The core control and safety drawers 
had the same loading as shown in Fig. II-12-1, except 
for the removal of one column of beryllium oxide, iron, 
and depleted uranium recjuired by the thicker drawer 
walls. 

The vertical cross-section geometry of -\ssembly 57 
is shown in Figs. II-12-2 and II-12-3. Figure II-12-4 
shows the geometry of the equivalent cylindrical load
ing for this assembly. The atom densities correspond
ing to the regions shown in Fig. II-12-4 are listed in 
Table II-12-I. The breakdown of the assembly into 
regions is complicated by four characteristics of the 
assembly which were brought about because of the 
desire to reproduce the atom densities of STSF-l-\ as 
closely as possible: 

(1) Each half of the reactor in the central region 
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contains a 7 x 7 array of aluminum tubes which were 
placed in the normal matrix assembly of stainless steel 
tubes. The reactor core and the axial reflector are 
loaded in aluminum matrix tubes, while the radial 
reflector is, in general, loaded in stainless steel matrix 
tubes. 

(2) The core drawers, containing some axial reflec
tor, are aluminum. The drawers containing the 
remainder of the axial reflector, which consists of solid 
blocks of iron and uranium, are stainless steel. 

(3) The central axial reflector has cooling channels, 
which gives them lower atom densities than the solid 
reflector regions. 

(4) The radial reflector in the aluminum matrix is 
in drawers. In the stainless steel matrix the pieces 
are loaded directly into the matrix. 

The critical loading of Assembly 57 is shown in Figs. 
II-12-2 and II-12-3. The assembly was built off center 
in the matrix to provide additional matrix locations on 
the control room side for shielding materials. This 
loading contained 85.59 kg U-235, and was critical 
with one control rod withdrawn 4.35 in. and all other 
rods fully inserted. The integral worth of the control 
rod at this position was 152 Ih, which is equivalent to 
1.12 kg of U-235. The critical mass is then 84.5 kg 
of U-235. When corrected for core differences, this com-
jiares well with the extrapolated critical mass of 89 kg 
U-235 for the ST.SF-1A, and a calculated value of 88 
kg U-235 using E N D F / B microscopic cross sections, 
MC-,'^' and a one-dimensional diffusion code 
DIFID.'") 

MEASUREMENTS 

In order to calculate the integral values of alpha for 
Pu-239, U-233, or U-235 for comparison with a meas
ured value it is necessary to know the neutron sjicctrum 
at the point where the samples are irradiated in addi
tion to having the differential capture and fission cross 
sections as a function of energy for these isotopes. To 
verify the theoretically calculated spectrum, measure
ments of the neutron spectrum were made at the loca
tion where foils were to be irradiated using a proton-
recoil spectrometer.' Neutron spectra obtained using 
time-of-flight techniques'" on the Gulf General Atomic 
STSF-IA assembly were also available for comparison. 

As an additional check on the calculated spectrum 
of Assembly 57, a series of central fission ratios were 
measured relative to U-235 using "back-to-back" gas-
flow spherical counters." The counters were placed 
in a 2 X 2 X 2-in. cavity in the front of the central 
drawer in Half No. 1 ( l -P-14). The cavity extended 
further toward the rear of the drawer in the central sec
tion to accommodate the connectors and cables. The 
drawer-loading diagram is shown in Fig. II-12-5. The 
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foil orientation was ])erpendicular to the horizontal 
|)lane of the reactor material plates. The fission rates 
of materials in which one of seven fissionable materials 
(U-233, U-234, U-235, U-236, U-238, Pu-239, and 
Pu-240J was dominant, were measured by placing 
pairs of foils in counters. These four counters were 
placed in the cavity in succession in four reactor runs. 
The fission rates were normalized for power variations 
among the runs using the counting rates of a gas-flow 
fission counter positioned in the radial blanket. 

The data for all of the detectors were taken with a 
pulse-height analyzer. The differential spectra were 
converted to fission rates with a computer code using 
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i 1 
teei e.oe 443 

25,65 

HALF TWO 1 HALF ONE 

1 ZONE 9 

1 ZONE 6 
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I— 

I 

ZONE 1 
(CORE) 

" H z s 

2.z:'-°^^ 

_» 

' 

SPRING GAP SPACE 
(0,26") , WHICH IS NOT 
INCLUDED IN THE DIMENSIONS 

ALL DIMENSIONS ARE IN IN. 

F I G . II-12-4. Geometry of Equivalent Cylindical Loading. ANL-ID-lOS-2920 T-l. 

Zone 

Core 
Zone 1 
Safety (control rods) 

Inner refiector 
Zone 2 
Zone 3 
Zone 4 
Zone 5 
Zone 6 
Safety rod—core 
Safelv rod—refiector 

Outer refiector 
Zone 7 
Zone 8 
Zone 9 
Safety rod—core 
Safet.v rod—refiector 

T.ABLE 

U-235 

0.4081 
0.40B5 

— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 

0.0078 
0.0083 
0.0083 
0.0076 
0,0077 

I-12-I, COMPOSITION OF ZPR-3 ASSEMBLY 57, 

U-238 

0.6347 
0.6322 

— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 

3.741 
4.000 
3.989 
3.619 
3.674 

Be 

3.901 
3.533 

— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 

0 

3.901 
3.533 

— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 

Al 

0.5546 
0.4339 

0.5472 
0.4339 
0.5472 
0.4339 

— 
0.4339 

— 
0.4339 
0.4339 

— 
0.4339 

— 

Fe 

— 
0.5281 

6.555 
5.000 
7.093 
7.205 
7.554 
5.226 
4.521 

0.1053 
0.1053 
0.4540 
0.4926 
0.9487 

10^- atoms/cm' 

Cr 

— 
0.1314 

0.0506 
1.243 

— 
0.0262 
0.1129 
1.300 
1.125 

0.0262 
0.0262 
0.1129 
0.1225 
0.2360 

Ni 

— 
0.0575 

0.0221 
0.5443 

— 
0.0115 
0.0494 
0.5689 
0.4921 

0.0115 
0.0115 
0.0494 
0.0536 
0.1033 

Mn 

— 
0.0055 

0.0021 
0.0519 

— 
O.OOU 
0.0047 
0.0543 
0.0469 

0.0011 
0.0011 
0.0O47 
0.0051 
0.0099 

Si 

— 
0.0061 

0.0025 
0.0609 

— 
0.0013 
0.0055 
0.0637 
0.0551 

0.0013 
0.0013 
0.0055 
0.0060 
0.0116 

|0 

u238. 

L l2 '^ 

8 . 0 

BeO 
BeO 

uHS Isi 
BeO 

u234 

BeO 

1 1 

1 -Jn-„ZJ5 

Btg 

b 
BeO 
BeO 

° 1 
Fe 
Ff 
Fe 

Fe 
Fe 
Fe 

S S r HIGH 

Fe 
Fe 

Fe 

Fe 
Fe 

F I G . II-12-5, Core Drawer Location of Fission Counter. 
ANL-ID-10S-A1W75. 

an identical integration technique for all of the detec

tors. The detector fission rates were then reduced to 

isotopic fission rates using the masses and isotopic 

concentrations of the foils. The reduced isotopic fission 

ratios are given in Table II-12-II. Calculated values 

are also given in Table II-12-II for comparison. 

In order to measure the change in the Pu-240 con

tent in a Pu-239 sample or U-234 content in a U-233 

sample or U-236 content in a U-235 sample after an 

irradiation in a critical facility where neutron flux 

levels are relatively limited, it is necessary to irradiate 

samples of Pu-239, U-233. or U-235 which have excep

tionally low Pu-240, U-234, and U-236 contents, re-
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spectively. The original intent in this irradiation ex
periment was to measure the integral capture-to-fission 
ratio for Pu-239, U-233, and U-235. With starting 
materials of 10 mg of Pu-239 and 10 mg of U-233 
containing 8 ppm of Pu-240 and 1 ppm of U-234, 
respectively, approximately 500 fig of Pu-239 contain
ing 25 ppb of Pu-240 and 500 pg of U-233 containing 
64 ppb of U-234 were prepared by J. L. Lerner* using 
the Argonne Chemistry Division's mass separator. The 
attempt to obtain U-235 having exceptionally low 
U-236 content was not successful, probably because of 
cross contamination during the chemical processing 
stage. .41though U-235 containing about 1 ppm U-236 
was irradiated, meaningful capture rate determination 
was not possible because of the high U-236 content. 
The highly purified samples of Pu-239 and U-233 were 
used only for capture rate determinations. Conven
tional plutonium with 4% Pu-240 and 93% enriched 
U-235 were used for the fission rate determinations. 
Since appropriate metallic U-233 foil material was not 
available at the time of the experiment, the U-233 
fission rate in the long irradiation was established, in 
part, by means of the U-235 and Pu-239 foils. 

The total number of fissions occurring in the Pu-239 
and L^-235 foils during the long-term irradiation were 
determined by measuring the fission product Ba-140 
gamma activity. Because of the uncertainty in the 
fission yield for Ba-140 in a fast spectrum, a short-term 
irradiation (80 min) for an integrated power of about 
4 kWh was carried out to establish a calibration factor 
(Ba-140 counts/min-fission) for the long-term irradia
tion. 

This calibration factor was established in the short-
term irradiation by simultaneously irradiating nano
gram amounts of Pu-239, U-233, and U-235 in contact 
with mica fission track recorders and Pu-239 and 
U-235 foils. The total number of Pu-239, U-233, and 
U-235 fissions occurring during the short irradiation 
was determined by counting the fission tracks in mica 
track recorders using the technique developed by Gold 
et al ." The amounts of Pu-239, U-233, and U-235 in 
contact with the track recorders were determined by 
alpha counting in a calibrated alpha counter. (The 
specific activity of the U-235 was enhanced by a factor 
of 10* by the addition of U-232.) The Ba-140-La-140 
fission product activity was measured by gamma-ray 
spectrometry using a lithium-drifted germanium diode 
multichannel analyzer system. The 1.59-MeV gamma 
ray emitted by the La-140 was used for the assay. 
That this gamma ray was duo entirely to La-140 and 
that the La-140 was in equilibrium with the Ba-140 at 
the time of analysis was demonstrated by the fact 

TABLE II-12-II. COMPARISON OF MB.^SCIIED ANn 

CALCUL.vrEn FISSION R.^TIOS 5f{i)/5f (U-235) 
IN ZPR-3 ASSEMULY 57 

U-233 
U-234 
U-236 
U-238 
Pu-239 
Pu-240 

Measured" 

Counter 

1.447 
0.201 
0.0741 
0.0351 
0.973 
0.228 

Foils 

1.39 

— 
— 

0,0323 
0,998 

— 

Calculated'' 

Spectra 

Homog. 

1.410 
0.211 
0.082 
0.040 
0.919 
0.247 

Hetero. 

1.399 
0.193 
0.075 
0.036 
0.907 
0,227 

Time-of-
Flight 

1,391 
0.229 
0.091 
0.044 
0.939 
0.264 

• Chemistry Division, Argonne National Laboratory. 

" The experimental uncertainty is approximately ± 1 % for 
the fission counter measurements. 

•̂  Calculations were based on using infinitely dilute cross 
sections from E N D F / B Version 1 and spectra obtained from 
a homogeneous and a heterogeneous (CALHET) calculation 
and time-of-flight measurement. 

that this gamma ray decayed with a half-life of 12.8 
days, the half-life of Ba-140. The plutonium and 
uranium foils were analyzed for their fissile nuclide 
content by weighing coupled with chemical analysis 
and mass spectrometry. 

Two capsules were used in the long-term irradiation. 
Each of these capsules contained four plutonium foils, 
four enriched uranium foils, and four 50-f«g samples 
each of the high isotopic purities U-233, U-235, and 
Pu-239. The fissile samples were evaporated from a 
nitrate solution onto thin stainless steel disks. Each 
disk was then placed inside thin aluminum double-
walled containers to prevent cross contamination. The 
aluminum containers, each of which contained the 
various samples, were then placed inside a 2-in. diam 
'/4-in. thick thin-walled (approximately 13-mil) stain
less steel capsules. The capsules were irradiated in the 
center column of drawers 1P14 and 2P14 which were 
located in the center of the core. The centerlines of 
the two capsules were located approximately 3 in. 
from the front face of the drawer as shown by dotted 
lines in Fig. II-12-1. The long-term irradiation was 
carried out continuously from 1340 MDT, August 25, 
1969, to 0004 MDT, August 29, 1969, on ZPR-3 at a 
power level of about 5 kW. 

The relative fluences in the short- and long-term 
irradiations as determined by the Ba-140-La-140 
measurements on the plutonium foils from two samples 
in the same capsule were 86.7 ± 1 . 2 and 90.0 ± 1.3. 
The relative fluence in the short- and long-term irra
diations obtained from the U-235 foils was 89.4 ± 1.3. 

These numbers were calculated by dividing the 
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average Ba-140-La-140 activity/mg ratio obtained 
in the long irradiation by that obtained in the short 
irradiation. The Ba-140-La-140 activities were cor
rected for in-pile and out-pile decay of the Ba-140. 
The relative standard deviation of the activity-to-
weight ratio for a single foil in a set of four was ±2.0% 
and for the average ±1.0'/^. The relative standard 
deviation of the relative fluence measurements is, 
therefore, ±1.4%. The use of this technique for the 
total fission determination has two ma,ior advantages: 
it is unnecessary to know the fission yield of Ba-140 
and it is unnecessary to make an absolute efficiency-
geometiy calibration of the detector. (Both the short-
term and long-term foils were counted at the same 
geometry.) 

With the short-term irradiation sample giving a 
value of (9.63 ± 0.06) X 10'= fissions/g of Pu-239, the 
number of fissions per 10° Pu-239 atoms in the long-
term samples were 331 ± 5 iSamjile No. 133) and 
344 ± 5 (Sample No. 134). 

The U-233 sample in the short-term irradiation gave 
a value of 1.375 X IO''' fissions/g U-233. Assuming an 
average value of 89.7 for the ratio ot fluence of the 
long-to-short-term irradiations from the Pu-239 and 
U-235 samples irradiated in the two irradiations, a 
value of 477 fissions per 10' U-233 atoms was obtained. 

Mass spectrometric analyses of the highly ]iurified 
Pu-239 and U-233 samples were carried out using the 
Argonne Chemistry Division tandem mass spectrom
eter. Two irradiated and two control (unirradiated) 
Pu-239 samples were analyzed using the mass spec
trometer. These samples gave the following results: 

Irradiated Sample No. 9-2 
Irradiated Sample No. 9-3 
Control Samjjle No. 2 
Control Sample No. 1 

Pu-240/Pu-239 
142 ± 7 ppb (8 measurements) 
153 ± 8 ppb (3 measurements) 
25 dr 3 ppb (4 measurements) 
24 ± 5 ppb (1 measurement). 

The irradiated plutonium isotopic ratios were ob
tained by measuring ion currents with an electron 
multiplier and introducing a calibrated gain of 10" to 
measure the Pu-240 ion current. Voltage-to-frequency 
conversion and integration of multiple scans with a 
multiscaler were used to improve the signal-to-noise 
ratio. The isotopic ratio for the control samples was 
obtained by monitoring the Pu-239 ion current w'ith a 
Faraday cup-slit plate while pulse counting the Pu-240 
ions reaching the electron multiplier. Integration of 
multiple scans was again used. In both cases, instru
mental discrimination effects were determined and 
corrected by alternating measurements of a stand
ardized isotopic mixture of uranium with the plutonium 
measurements. The uranium mixture used for this 
internal calibration consisted of U-233 -I- (120 ± 2 

ppm) U-234 -\- (220 ± 3 jipm) U-236. An acid solu
tion of this mixture was used to dissolve the plutonium 
from the irradiation sample plates and transferred to 
the mass spectrometer sample filament, insuring that 
the analysis ot the two elements took place under 
identical conditions. Precautions were taken through
out to insure that no ='"'PuH+ would be observed. 

The tandem mass spectrometer gave the following 
results for the LT.233 samples: 

Irradiated U-233 No. 3-1 
Unirradiated Control Samples 

U-234/U-233 
99 ± 7 ppb 
64 ± 7 ppb 

This results in a value of 35 ± 10 atoms of U-234 
per IO" U-233 atoms. 

R E S V L T S .4XD A N A L Y S I S 

Fission sample No. 133 was located next to capture 
sample No. 9-2 and sample No. 134 next to sample 
No. 9-3 within the stainless steel capsule. Because of 
the axial neutron flux distribution, it appeared appro
priate to take the ratio of sample No. 9-2 to sample 
No. 133 and sample No. 9-3 to sample No. 134 and 
average the two results. This gave a value of 0.363 ± 
0.024 for the Pu-239 ca])ture-to-fission ratio in this 
spectrum. 

The ratio of the capture and fission measurements 
for the U-233 samples gave a value of 0.10 ± 0.04 for 
the cajiture-to-fission ratio for U-233. The large un
certainty in this value results from the fact that it was 
not possible to obtain a lower U-234 content U-233 
samide than the 64 ppb of U-234. 

Theoretical calculations of the Pu-239 capture-to-
fission ratio have been made using the E X D F / B (Ver
sion 1), Gwin," preliminaiy revised Gwin,'" Schom
berg' and revised Schomberg'" cross-section data in 
the 0.1 to 25-keV energy range and the ENDF/B 
cross-section data above 25 keV. The calculations 
were carried out using these cross sections and spectra 
obtained from theoretical calculations, proton-recoil 
spectrometer, and time-of-flight technique.*" Two 
types of theoretical calculations of the neutron spec
trum were made. The first involved the use of the 
E N D F / B cross-section set, MC=,i=i and DIFID, the 
one-dimensional diffusion code of the . \RC"" system. 
Since the reactor core had plate-type geometry, a 
calculation using slab geometry with the CALHET 
code'* was carried out in order to determine the effects 
of heterogeneity on the spectrum. The calculation of 
alpha was carried out on a 31-group basis with the 
region below 25 keV divided into groups which matched 
the experimental differential cross-section measure
ment energy grouping. The values of the flux from the 
homogenized calculation and the heterogenous cal-
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eolation, proton-recoil, and time-of-flight measure
ments are tabulated in units of flux per unit lethargy 
in Table II-12-III after being normalized to the total 
number of neutrons between 100 cV and 10 JleV. The 
calculated values of the Pu-239 alpha based on the 
various spectra and the flve different cross-section sets 
are tabulated in Table II-12-IV. Although there is 
some discrepancy between the time-of-flight spectrum 
and the calculated spectrum there is good agreement 
of the alpha values calculated using the five different 
cross-section sets and the C-\LHET proton-recoil tind 
time-of-flight spectra. The best agreement between the 
experimental value of alpha of 0.363 results from using 
the revised Gwin capture and fission cross sections. 
T;il)le n-12-V lists the fraction of fissions occurring 
in the various energy regions for this assembly. Since 
a large fraction of the ca]itures occurs below 25 keV 
the alpha calculations given in Table II-12-V are par
ticularly sensitive to the uncertainties in this region. 

Using the E N D F / B microscopic cross sections for 
U-233 and the three spectra listed in Table II-12-III, 

TABLE 11-12 111, Fm X PEU U N I T LBTHARGV 

T.AliLK II-12-I\', Pu-239 . \LPHA COMPARISON BETWEEN 
EXPERIMENT ANU THEORY 

{Integral Experiment = 0,303 ± 0,024) 

EL, 
keV 

3670 
2230 
1350 
825 
500 
300 
180 
110 
67 
41 
25 
15 
10 
9 
8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 
0,9 
0,8 
0,7 
0,0 
0,5 
0.4 
0.3 
0.2 
0.1 

Theoretical 

DIFID 

16.850 
69.24 

109.9 
103.1 
1.33,4 
119.1 
130.8 
115.3 
101.4 
89.59 
75.89 
06.89 
55.30 
54,30 
46,90 
46.25 
40.48 
38.62 
.35.35 
.33.55 
24.64 
16.66 
11.15 
10.12 
8.957 
7.752 
0.085 
5.010 
3,723 
2,199 
0,927 

CALHET 

15,88 
60.32 

106.4 
98,59 

130,3 
117,5 
130.7 
116.9 
102.1 
90.97 
76.42 
68.40 
57.06 
55.74 
45.97 
45.97 
45.97 
40.93 
,36.46 
.33.32 
27.35 
18.66 
13.70 
13.70 
11.45 
8,90 
8,90 
7,04 
5,45 
3,55 
1,97 

Proton-
Recoil 

15.44 
64,46 

108,00 
123.9 
134.0 
114,9 
122.1 
155.9 
104.9 
88.95 
71,60 
62.04 
55.05 
53.20 
51.78 
49.74 
44.39 
36.11 
30.85 
28.11 
23.47 
19.13 
13.32 
13.32 
11.13 
8.65 
8.65 
7.00 
5.30 
3.45 
1.92 

23.27 
77.45 

120.4 
122.5 
153.2 
126.5 
122.9 
104.8 
84.84 
69.81 
59.33 
55.46 
47.67 
42.09 
39.92 
38.12 
51.19 
35.23 
33.51 
29.45 
24.39 
19.07 
17.53 
8.96 

12.00 
10.77 
9.16 
7.97 
7.03 
5.76 
4.04 

Cross Sections 

<25 keV 

E N D F / B 
Gwiii" 
Gwin 

( l iev . )" 
Schomberg^ 
.Schomberg 

(Uev,)" 

>25 keV 

E N D F / B 
E N D F / B 
E N D F / B 

E N D F / B 
E N D F / B 

Homo
geneous 
(DIFID) 

0.243 
0.296 
0.317 

0.;i73 
0.275 

Spectra 

Hetero
geneous 

(CALHET) 

0.266 
0,:i30 
0.348 

0.406 
0.302 

Proton-
Recoil 

0.257 
0.318 
0.335 

0.389 
0.291 

T-O-F 

0,266 
0,335 
0.349 

0.401 
0.307 

TABLE II-12-V. FRACTION OF CAPTLUES AND FISSIONS WITH 

GWIN REVISED DATA 

Keaclion 

Capture 

Fission 

Spectra 

THEO-CALHET 
T-O-F 
THEO-CALHET 
T-O-F 

0.1-1 
keV 

0.28 
0.37 
0,11 
0,14 

1-2S 
keV 

0,54 
0,48 
0,24 
0,21 

>2S 
keV 

0,18 
0,15 
0.65 
0.65 

values of 0.12, 0.12, and 0.12 were obtained for the 
capture-to-fission ratio for U-233. The experimental 
value of 0.10 ± 0.04 is within experimental error and 
in reasonable agreement with the theoretical values. 

CONCLUSIONS 
« 

On the basis of the experimental value of alpha, the 
following conclusions may be drawn: 

(1) The values of the capture-to-fission ratios as 
deduced from the capture and fission cross sections for 
Pu-239 in the E N D F / B Version 1 files are too low. 

(2) The revised Gwin'- data give the best agree
ment with the integral value. I t does appear that the 
revised Schomberg'" data are now also low. 
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11-13. Experimental Results for ZPR-3 Assemblies 58 and 59 

J. M. STEVEXSOX,* J . ^ I . GASIDLO and R. 0 . VOSBURGH 

INTRODUCTION 

The essential puipose of these two assemblies was to 
study the discrepancy between calculated and meas
ured central reactivity worths, and nearly all of the 
experiments had some bearing on this discrepancy. The 
assemblies were constructed with a single drawer cell 
containing two plutonium-aluminum fuel columns and 
fourteen graphite columns, thus forming a natural con
tinuation of the series of benchmark physics assem
blies (ZPR-3 Assemblies 48, 49, 50, 53 and 54). The 
core contained no uranium. Assembly 58 had a de
pleted uranium blanket while Assembly 59 had a lead 
reflector. The depleted uranium preserved the continu
ity of the series, and lead was chosen because of its 
small capture cross section and its lower moderating 
effect compared with possible alternatives, such as 
steel or graphite which would modify the spectrum in 
the core to a greater extent than lead. 

Brief descriptions of the experiments carried out in 
these two assemblies—except the measurement of the 
central neutron spectrum using proton recoil counters 
(see Paper 11-18)—are given here. Further details can 
be found in Ref. 1. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE ASSEMBLIES 

The standard core drawer loadings for Assembly 58 
are shown in Fig. II-13-1. A back drawer contained the 
remaining 8 in. of axial reflector in Half 1. The draw
ers for control and safety rods had an inside width of 
1.875 in. and differed from the standard drawer in that 

one graphite column in the core was omitted, leaving a 
symmetrical loading. The asymmetric loading on the 
reactor matrix was used because the lead blocks for the 
reflector in Assembly 59 were available only in 4-iii. 
lengths. The critical loadings are given in Figs. II-13-2 
and II-13-3. The half drawer in Assembly 59 was used 
to keep the excess reactivity below the maximum al
lowed. The numbers in the matrix positions refer to 
slightly different drawer loadings, but here only the 

3 9" Zj 

C 

c 
c 
c 
c. 
r. 

Pu METAL 
C 

C 

c 

u238 

' UKAEA, Winfrith, England. 
F I G . II-13-1. Core Drawer Loading for Assembly 58. ANL-

ID-lOS-2990. 
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TABLE II-13-I. AvERA(iE CORE .\ND REFLECTHK 
COMPOSITIONS OF ZPR-3 ASSEMULY 58 

Isotope 

Pu-239 
Pu-240 
Pu-241 

Al 
C 
Fe 
Cr 
Ni 
Mil 

Si 
U-238 
U-235 

Region Composition, 10 '̂ atoms/cm^ 

Core 

2.1024 
0.1001 
0.0058 
0.213 

59.07 
7.1)89 
1.912 
0.928 
0.0798 
0.0937 

— 
— 

Axial Reflector 

— 
— 
— 
— 

5.593 
1.391 
0.609 
0.0581 
0.0682 

39.05 
0.086 

Radial 
Reflector 

_ 
— 
— 
— 
~ 

4,540 
1.129 
0.494 
0.0471 
0.0553 

38.71 
0.086 

bly 59. Cylindrical counters containing Pu-239 (5% 
Pu-2401 and U-238 (20 ppm U-235) with a coated 
length of 0.8125 in. were used. The axial traverse tube 
was inserted through drawers where the plates had 
been rotated and special small graphite pieces used to 
leave a 0.5 in. square hole as shown in Fig. II-13-5. 
For the radial traverses, the front two inches of all the 
Half 1 core drawers in row P were rotated and ar
ranged in the same way. The results ot the six tra
verses are seen in Figs. II-13-6 through 11-13-11. Two 
points are worth noting: 

a. The radial traverses in both assemblies show a 
marked fine structure. The Pu-239 fission rate was 
higher when the counter straddled two drawers, 
whereas the U-238 count rate was higher when the 
counter was centered on a drawer. 

TABLK 11-13-11. AvEH.VGE COKE .VNU KEFLECTOK 
CnMPdsrrioNs OF ZPR-3 .ASSEMBLY 59 

Region Composition, 10 '̂ atoms/cm^ 

Isotope 

Pu-239 
Pii-240 
Pii-241 

Al 
C 
Fe 
Cr 
Ni 
Mn 
Si 
Pb 

Core 

2.1030 
0.1003 
0.0056 
0.217 

59.02 
7.717 
1.910 
0.875 
0.0801 
0.0941 

— 

Axial Reflector 

_ 
— 
— 
— 
— 

5.593 
1.391 
0.609 
0.0581 
0.0682 

28.16 

Radial 
Reflector 

_ 
— 
— 
— 
— 

4.540 
1.129 
0.494 
0.0471 
0.0553 

28.24 

core average compositions together with the reflector 
average compositions are given (Tables II-13-I and 
II-13-II). 

An equivalent cylindrical loading for Assembly 58 is 
shown in Fig. II-13-4. The etiuivalent cylindrical 
loading for Assembly 59 differed only in the core ra
dius which was 23.83 cm. The fissile contents were 
101.9 kg (Pu-239 + Pu-241) in Assembly 58 and 76.1 
kg (Pu-239 -I- Pu-2411 in Assembly 59. The control 
rod calibration curves showed that the excess reactivi
ties ot the loadings in Figs. II-13-2 and II-13-3 were 
0.020% Ai/fc and 0.080% Afc/fc, respectively. Exami
nation of the final stages of the approaches to critical 
and use of the rod worth curves enabled these reactivi
ties to be converted to etpiivalents of 0.07 kg and 0.22 
kg of edge fuel respectively. 

FISSION R.\TE DISTRIBUTION.S 

Fission rate distributions were measured radially in 
Assembly 58 and both radially and axially in Assem-
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FIG. II-13-4. Eijuivalent Cylindrical Dimensions for 
Assembly 58. ANL-ID-103-29S9. 
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positions P-21 and P-22 were a function of the autorod 
position. The count rate was several percent higher 
when the autorod polyethylene blade was almost fully 
inserted compared with the almost withdrawn position. 
Thus the discrepancy in the Pu-239 fission rate at 

F I G . II-13-8. Pu-239 Fission-Rate Radial Traverse in As 
sembly 59. ANL-ID-103-A2013. 

1 0 

0 9 

oa 

< 0 T 

z 
O0.6 

< 0 9 

ST. 

L
A

T
IV

 

tco.z 

01 

-

. 
-
-

' * 

4 

* 
* 
• * 

. ' 
» t 

1 

1 
1 
( 

A 

' . 
* • 

*.| 
1 

F I G . 11-13-11. U-238 Fission-Rate Axial Traverse in As
sembly 59. ANL-ID-103-A2010. 

MATRIX TUBE LOCATION -ROW *P 

F I G . 11-13-9. U-238 Fission-Rate Radial Traverse in 
sembly 59. ANL-ID-103-A2011. 
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Assembly 58. ANL-ID-10S-A2009. 
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F I G . 11-13-10. Pu-239 Fission-Rate A.xial Traverse in As
sembly 59. ANL-ID-10S-A2012. 

b. In Assembly 59, the Pu-239 radial traverse ex
tended further than in Assembly 58. It extended to the 
core-radial reflector interface (P-20/21) where the 
count rate differed significantly from that at the 
equivalent position (P-11/12). This trend continued 
into the reflector and it was found that the results in 

MATRIX TUBE LOCATION-ROW 'P' 

F I G . 11-13-13. U-238 Perturbation Radial Traverse in .As
sembly 58. ANL-ID-10S-A200S. 
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13 U IS 16 17 IB 19 20 

MATRU COLUMN LOCATION (ROW P) 

FIG. 11-13-16. Cf-252 Source-Perturbation lladial Traverse 
I Asembly 59. ANL-ID-103-A2020. 

SAMPLE POSITION 

F I G . 11-13-17. Cf-252 Source-Perturbation Axial Traverse 
in A.ssembly 59. ANL-ID-103-A2019. 

position P-20/21 appears to be associated with the au
torod in position 0-22. 

PERTURB.\TION DISTRIBUTIONS 

The radial perturbation distributions of a Pu-239 
annulus antl a U-238 cylinder in Assembly 58 and the 
radial and axial perturbation distributions of the Pu-
239 annulus in Assembly 59 were measured, all at a 
power level of about 10 W. The environments were the 
same as for the fission rate traverses. The results of the 

sample perturbation traverses are shown in Figs. II-
13-12 through 11-13-15. Because the samples are 2 in. 
long, almost the length of the horizontal unit cell, no 
significant fine structure is seen in the radial traverses. 

In Assembly 69, radial and axial perturbation distri
butions with a Cf-252 source were measured as part of 
the determination ot /3„/ (see Paper 11-27). The envi
ronment was the same as that for the samjile perturba
tion traverses. Measurements were made at two power 
levels (50 and 8 W ajiproximately) to separate the 
neutron source and material reactivity contributions. 
All the source worths in Figs. 11-13-16 and 11-13-17 
correspond to a fission rate of 632.1 fissions/sec in a 
108.9 pg foil (94.4 w/o Pu-239, 5.3 w/o Pu-240 and 0.3 
w/o Pu-241) ]iositioncd 2 in. back from the interface 
in matrix position 2-P-16. 

CENTRAL FISSION RATIOS 

Thin walled aluminum, spherical back-to-back fis
sion counters- were used in Assembly 59. The counters 
were positioned at the center of the cavity shown in 
Fig. 11-13-18, in matrix position l-P-16. Thus the foils 
(which were in a horizontal orientation) were ex
tremely close to the core center. Each foil was paired 
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c l ' HIGH 
1 c 

C 
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I I " 1 

LEAD WITH 
i HOLE 

F I G . 11-13-18. Core Drawer fur Back-to-Back Fission 
Counter. ANL-ID-10S-A2006. 

TABLE II-13-I11. C E N T I H L FISSKIN R.mos 
IN ZPR-3 ASSEMBLY 59 

Ratio to U-23S 

U-233 
U-234 
U-236 
U-238 
Pii-239 
Pu-240 

Result 

1.466 
0.183 
0.068 
0.0325 
0.942 
0.207 

Error,' % 

1.0 
2.0 
1.7 
1.8 
1.0 
1,0 

" Error arises mostly from uncertainty in the calibration of 
foils. (Assumed error was ^ 1 % for all foils except U-238 where 
error was ~1.5%.) The errors in some of the fission ratios are 
higher to allow for the significant fraction of fission in ̂ ^^ 
U-235 present in the foils. 
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with a U-235 foil. The results 

II-13-III. 

shown in Table 

CENTRAL PERTURBATIONS 

The small-cylinder sample changer (described in de

tail in Ref. 3) was used to measure the worth of series 

of samples against dummy cans or matched holders. 

A reactor power of about 10 W was used. The standard 

environment, used in both assemblies, was the same as 

that used for the radial traverses. A voided environ

ment, seen in top view in Fig. 11-13-19, was also used 

in Assembly 59. The three sets of results are given in 

Table II-13-IV. Ratios of results from Table II-13-IV 

are found in Table II-13-V. The ratio of perturbations 
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FIG. 11-13-19. Half-inch Voided IJrawer for Central Per
turbations. ANL-ID-10S-AmO7. 

in the .standard environment in the two a.s.-̂ cmbHes 

(59/58) is a constant for the Pu-239, U-235, and B-10 

samples. The ratios for the U-238 cylinders are .'Some

what less. Tlie differences in Assembly 59 between the 

results for the standard environment, where the sam

ples were in a graphite modified spectrum, and the 

TABLE 1I-13-V. CK.VTIIAL PEKTIHHATION 
IN ZPH-3 AssEMni.iEs 58 AMJ 51)' 

Sample 

Pu-239 annulus 0.010 in. 
Pu-239 annulus 0.007 in. 
U-235 aiuiulus 0.010 in. 
U-235 annulus 0.005 in. 
U-235 annulus 0.003 in. 
U-238 cylinder 0,42 in. diam 
U-238 cylinder 0.2 in. diam 
U-238 cylinder 0.1 in. diam 
B-10 cylinder 0.06 in. diam 
C cylinder 0.4 in. diam 
Ta annulus 0.003 in. 

Assembly 59 
Standard 

Environment 
Assembly 58 

Standard 
Environment 

.\ssembly 59 
Voided 

Environment 
Assembly 59 

Standard 
Environment 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

256 ± 0.004 
248 ± 0.010 
262 ± O.OOS 
251 ± 0.006 
257 ± 0,012 

.118 ± 0.004 

.139 ± 0.018 

.180 ± 0.044 

.240 ± 0.005 

0.9.32 ± 0.005 
0.9.36 ± 0.009 
0.9.38 ± 0.005 
0.945 ± 0.009 

1.060 ± 0.004 
1.041 ± 0.017 
1.043 ± 0.049 
0.989 ± 0.005 
0.957 ± 0.012 
0.985 ± 0.011 

" The errors quoted are standard errors calculated from the 
spread of the perturbation measurements. In comparing the 
standard environments in the two assemblies, systematic un
certainties of 1% from the autorod calibration in each assem
blv must be added. 

TABLE II-13-IV. 

Sample'"^ 

Pu-239 annulus 0.010 in. 
Pu-239 annulus 0.007 in. 
U-235 annulus 0.010 in. 
D-235 annulus 0,005 in. 
U-235 annulus 0.003 in. 
U-238 cylinder 0.42 in. diam 
U-238 cylinder 0.20 in. diam 
U-238 cylinder 0.10 in. diam 
B-10 cylinder 0.06 in. diam 
C cylinder 0.4 in. diam 
Pb cylinder 0.4 in. diam 
H.S cylinder 0.4 in. diam 
Ta annulus 0.005 in. 
Ta annulus 0,003 in. 
Ta annulus 0.002 in. 

CKNTR.'VL PERTUIIB..\TION 1{I:SUI.TS IN ZPlt-3 ASSKMULIICS 58 .VNU 

Mass, 
g 

4.801 
2.761 
7.128 
3.638 
2.327 

85.70 
19.63 
4.908 
0.0988 
6.910 

51.36 
35,90 
3,300 
1.888 
1.317 

Assemblv 58 Standard 
Environment 

875.7 ± 1.7 
862.0 ± 2.9 
566.4 ± 1.6 
552.4 ± 1.1 
554.0 ± 3.4 

- 5 4 . 8 ± 0.1 
- 7 2 . 0 ± 0.5 
- 8 8 . 3 ± 2.0 

-39710 ± 110 

— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 

* 
Sample Worth, Ih/kg. 

Assembly 59 Standard 
Environment 

1100 ± 3 
1076 ± 7 

709.0 ± 2.8 
691.0 ± 3,6 
696,6 ± 4.6 

- 6 1 . 3 ± 0.2 
- 8 2 , 0 ± 1.3 

-104 ,1 ± 2,9 
-49230 ± 180 

.333.4 ± 3.2 

— 
— 
— 

-1322 ± 13 

— 

59 

Assemblv 59 Voided 
Environment 

1025 ± 4 
1007 ± 5 

665.0 =b 2.2 
653.1 ± 5.5 

— 
- 0 5 . 0 ± 0.2 
- 8 5 , 4 ± 0,7 

-108.6 ± 4.3 
-48710 ± 190 

319.2 ± 1.9 
6.9 ± 0.3 
4.9 ± 0.6 

-1205 ± 5 
-1.302 ± 6 
-1374 ± 8 

^ Krrors quoted are standard errors calculated from spread of inhour determinations. Not included are errors in sample masses. 
'^ All samples are 2 in. long. The annuli have outside diameters of approximately 0.40 in. 
= Sample compositions—Pu-239: 98.78 w/o Pu; 95.05 w/o Pu-239; 4.50 w/o Pu-240; 0.45 w/o Pu-241—U-235: 0.010 in. annulus 93.20 

w/o U-235; others 93.10 w/o U-235—U-238: 0.21 w/o U-235—B-10: 92.8 w/o boron; 92.1 w/o B-10 in boron—others: no significant 
contaminants. 

file:///ssembly
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TABLE II-13-VI. C'E.NTH.vL .Si nsTlTUTION E 
ASSEMHLV 59 

Substitution 
(in l-P-16) 

Remove one 2 X 1 X '^ Pu 
plate and seven 2 X 1 X ^^ 
in. C plates (i.e., front one 
inch of half a drawer) 

Replace front 2 inches of cen
tral column of graphite by 
2 X 2 X M in- B-10 plate 
(i.e., midway between fuel 
plates) 

lleplace front 2 inches of cen
tral column of graphite by 
four 1 X 1 X ; i in. U-235 
plates 

lleplace front 2 inches of cen
tral column of graphite by 
2 X 2 X 3 ^ in. Pu plates 

Replace two front 2 X 2 X ?^ 
in. Pu-239 plates by four 
2X 1 X ' s in. Pu-239 plates 
(using boxes) 

Changes in Mass, 
E 

Pu-239 -30 .64 
Pu-240 - 1 . 4 3 
Pu-241 - 0 . 0 8 
Al - 0 . 3 7 
Steel - 9 . 3 7 
Ni - 1 . 2 
C -40.400 

B-10 + 3 . 1 
B-11 (+impu-

rifies) 
+0 .5 

Steel +33.3 
C - 1 3 . 1 

U-235+133.77 
U-238 +9.67 
C - 1 3 . 1 

Pu-239+65.72 
Pu-240 +3.18 
Pu-241 +0.18 
Al +0.76 
Steel +16.77 
C - 1 3 . 1 

Pu-239 - 9 . 0 5 
Pu-240 - 0 . 4 4 
Pu-241 - 0 . 0 1 
Al - 0 . 0 7 
Steel +1.54 
C +0.08 

\fEKIMENTS IN 

Reactivity, 
Ih 

- 4 6 , 3 ± 2.0 

-144 .7 ± 2.0 

103.4 ± 2.0 

77.7 ± 2.0 

- 1 0 . 0 ± 0.2 

Note: For discussion of errors see te.xt. 

voided environment, where the samples were in an ap
proximate cell average spectrum, demonstrate the per
turbation uncertainties associated with the sample en
vironment chosen. 

actual substitutions and the reactivity changes are de
tailed in Table II-13-VI. For the last substitution ex
periment, (the replacement of two 2-in. fuel plates by 
four 1-in. fuel plates), the front 2 in. of each set of 
core material was loaded into small 2-in. cube boxes to 
prevent movement of the rest of the contents of matrix 
position l-P-16, (loaded in a standard 21-in. drawer). 
The two boxes were interchanged for the measurement. 
The small differences in the graphite plate and steel 
box masses, as well as the fuel plate mass changes, are 
included in the table. 

The errors quoted in Table II-13-VI arise from esti
mates of the uncertainties in the temperature correc
tions, the eiifect of opening and closing the reactor 
halves, and in the repositioning of the drawers. 
Whereas the other ])erturbed measurements were made 
only once, the boxes were interchanged several times 
(and only the front 2 in. were moved), hence the sig
nificantly reduced error for the last measurement. The 
uncertainty in the autorod calibration (~1%) is not 
included. 

DOPPLER REACTIVITY EFFECT— 

NATURAL URANIUM OXIDE 

The temperature coefficient ot reactivity for a single 
6 in. natural UO; sample was measured at the center 
of Assembly 59. The rod traverse mechanism has been 
described elsewhere.'' The annular sample has an inner 
radius of 0.16 cm and an outer radius of 0.63 cm. The 
mass of UO2 is 137.2 g. The drawer through which the 
traverse mechanism |5assed is shown in Fig. 11-13-20. 

The total worth of the single sample was -9.34 ± 
0.09 Ih at cell temperature. Measurements were made 
at a power of about 10 W with the sample at 300, 500, 
800 and HOCK approximately. The results (without 
corrections for expansion effects) are given in Table 
II-13-VII. 

CEXTR.\L SUBSTITUTION MEASUREMENTS 

A series of alterations to the front of the core drawer 
in position l-P-16 in Assembly 59 were made. The 
reactor was shut down for each alteration. The changes 
in reactivity were determined from the balance posi
tions of control rod 5. Temperature readings on ten 
thermocouples attached to the reactor matrix were 
taken at each balance. Reference loadings (with the 
plate arrangement in the core drawer chosen to make 
the substitution simple) were repeated before and after 
each substitution experiment, and the change in the 
average temperature allowed a temperature coefBcient 
to be obtained to correct all the results for drifts. The 

1^ SQUARE 
S.S. TUBE 

FRONT VIEW 
FIG. 11-13-20. Core Drawer for Doppler Sample in Assembly 

59. ANL-ID-103-A2018. 
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TABLE II-13-VII. PEACTIVITY CH.\NGES OF NATCHAL U O J 
SAMPLE 

Temperature, 
°K 

295 
500 
800 

1099 

" Errors (pioted are 
spread of the perturbat 

Measurements of 

Reactivity Change," 
Ih 

0 
-0 .994 ± 0.014 
- 1 . 9 8 0 ± 0,010 
-2 .765 ± 0.007 

standard errors calculated from the 
ion measurements only. 

SLTHMARY 

several parameters have been 
made in the last two of the series of the benchmark 
physics assemblies in ZPR-3. Most of these have rele
vance to the central perturbation worth discrepancy. 

Only a comparison between the experimental results 
and a detailed calculational analysis will show whether 
the study has proved successful in isolating any rea
sons for this discrepancy. 
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11-14. T h e EBR-II Critical Assemblies—ZPR-3 Assembl ies 60, 61, a n d 62 

W. P. KEENEY, R . 0 . VOSBURGH, J. M. GASIDLO and D. MENEGHETTI* 

INTRODUCTION 

ZPR-3 Assemblies 60, 61, and 62 were a set of criti
cal assemblies having cores whose compositions ap
proximate an homogenization of representative subas
sembly types encountered in the EBR-II core loadings. 
Assembly 60 had a radial blanket, approximating in 
composition the current EBR-II blanket which is rich 
in depleted-uranium. Assemblies 61 and 62 had the 
internal half of this blanket replaced by a nickel-rich 
and by a steel-rich reflector, respectively. 

Using the three types of reflectors, these homoge
neous-core assemblies were constructed to obtain inter-
comparison experimental data on the critical masses, 
spatial-dependence of spectra, activation of dosimetry 
foils, and fission rate variations. These data, coupled 
with calculational analyses, will enable a more confi
dent prediction of the eft'ects of a nickel or a steel 
refiector contemplated for use in the EBR-II system. 

DESCRIPTION OF ASSEMBLIES 

All three assemblies were constructed with a single 
ZPR-3 matrix element comprising a unit cell. The ini
tial composition of Assembly 60, Table II-14-I, was 
designed to simulate a typical homogenized 91 element 
EBR-II loading with U-235 replacing the Pu-239 in 
the critical assembly. The Assembly 60 core-radial 

blanket boundary was quasi-hexagonal with a radial 
depleted uranium blanket similar to that of EBR-II . 
The top and bottom axial reflectors were asymmetric, 
each consisting of two regions re]3resenting a sodium-
rich gap and a stainless steel-rich reflector. These axial 
regions were retained in all three assemblies. The com
positions of the reflector and blanket regions are listed 
in Table II-14-II. 

Assembly 61 consisted of three loadings. In the first 

TABLE II-14-I, AVERAGE CORE COMPOSITIONS OF ZPR-3 

ASSEMBLIES 60, 61, AND 62, atoms/cm^'"' 

Element 

U-235 
U-238 

Na 
Fe 
Cr 
Ni 
Mn 
Si 
0 

Assembly 60 
and 61*" 

0.005594 
0.004570 
0.01033 
0,01337 
0,00343 
0,00149 
0,000172 
0.00013 
0.002135 

Assembly 61 
Final Step and 
.Assembh' 62 

0.005080 
0.005053 
0.01033 
0,01337 
0,00343 
0,00149 
0,000172 
0.00013 
0.002135 

Control/Safety 
Rods 

. 
' 

0.01033 
0.01462 
0.00364 
0.00159 
0.000152 
0.00017 
0.002135 

* EBR-II Project, Argonne National Laboratory. 

« Represents weighted core average not including control 
and safety rods. 

^ Assembly 61, first and second step. 
« The weighted average of the U-235 and U-238 content is 

identical to that of the average for each assembly. 
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TABLK 11-14-11, 1;I:KI,I:CT(U1 ,\ND BLANKKT COMPOSITIONS OK ZPR-3 ASSEMBLI 

Klement 

U-235 
U-238 
Na 
Fe 
Cr 
Ni 
Mn 
Si 
Mo 
C 

(Kl) 
Upper Gap 

— 
0,01480 
0,01844 
0.00480 
0.00209 
0.000260 
0,00015 
0,00001 

~ 

(R2| 
Upper 

Reflector-

— 
0,01029 
0,02802 
0,00762 
0,00331 
0,000501 
0,00012 
0,00003 

— 

(K,i) 
Lower Gap 

— 
— 

0,01199 
0,02332 
0,00022 
0,00271 
0,000379 
0,00014 
0,00002 

— 

(R4I 
Lower 

Reflector" 

— 
0,00898 
0,03175 
0,00881 
0.00382 
0.000626 
0,00007 
0,00004 

— 

(R5J 
.\i Reflector 

— 
— 

0.00205 
0.00662 
0.00164 
0.06615 
0.000216 
0.000135 

— 
0.000225 

:s 60, 61, AND 62, 10'' atoms/cm' 

(R6) 
SS Reflector 

_ 
— 

0,00203 
0,04982 
0,01.337 
0.00581 
0,000835 
0,000265 

— 
— 

(K71 
Radial Blanket, 

Half !• 

0.000055 
0.026505 
0.00457 
0.00964 
0.00254 
0.00111 
0.000146 
0.00007 

— 
— 

(R7) 
Radial 

Blanket, 
Half 2-

0.000054 
0.026548 
0,00455 
0,00963 
0,00253 
0,00110 
0.000145 
0,00007 

— 
— 

* Spring gap (0.66 cm wide) is located 21.03 in. from the interface in Half 1 and the core region of Half 2 and is 15.03 in. from tbe 
interface in the radial blanket of Half 2. I ts composition is (10" atoms/cm') ; Fe 0.01685, Cr 0.00419, Ni 0.00184. Mn 0.000175, Si 
0.00020. This composition includes the spring, the back of the front drawer, and the front of the back drawer. 

-R7- -CORE + -

R a 4 

R4 20 

- - R7 

61,06 
I 

REACTOR 
MIDPLANE 
{0,06 6AP) 

NOTE- ALL DIMENSIONS IN INCHES, 
SEE TEXT FOR EXPLANATION 
OF DIMENSIONS, 

Fio. II-14-1. Assembly 60, 
103-A2023. 

Horizontal Section. .i.\L-ID-

step a nickel-rich reflector region, nominally two ma
trix elements thick, replaced the depleted uranium 
radial blanket adjacent to the core of Assembly 60. 
The nickel-rich reflector, R5 of Table II-14-II, was the 
height of the core, and a stainless steel-rich region, R6 
of Table II-14-II, was loaded axially above and below 
the nickel region to complete the full assembly height. 
In the second step of Assembly 61, the nickel-rich re
gion was expanded to a radial thickness of four matrix 
elements. The final loading of Assembly 61 I Table I I -
14-1) was an adjustment of the U-235 concentration of 
the core to produce an assembly closer to that of EBR-
II . 

In Assembly 62 the modified core composition was 
retained and a full-height stainless steel-rich inner 
rtidial reflector, R6, was added to a fully depleted ura
nium blanketed core in two steps. 

Figure II-14-1 is a horizontal section of Assembly 60 
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Fi(i. tl-14-2. Reference Loading, Assembly 60. ANL-ID-
103-A2022. 

showing the zone dimensions. All radial dimensions are 
in inches across the flats of the quasi-hexagon. The 
interface views of the critical loadings for the reference 
cores of each assembly are shown in Figs. ITH-2 
through II-14-7 and the physical data for each assem
bly is listed in Table II-14-i l I . 

EXPERIMENTAL PROGRAM 

The experimental program for Assembly 60 included 
an extensive set of radial and axial reaction rate tra
verses with counters. The axial traverses, in addition 
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S- SAFETY ROOS C« CONTROL ROD T= STARTUP SOURCE TUBE 

FIG. II-14-3. Reference Loading, A.ssembly 61, First Step. 
ANL-ID-103-A2039. 
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FK; . 11-14-i. Reference Loading, Assembly 61, Second Step. 
ANL-n)-103-A2062. 

to being done along the flat of the core, included the 
effect on the central traverses of modifications of the 
composition of the top central axial reflector from R2 
to RI composition. Irradiations of thermoluminescent 
gamma detectors and foils throughout the core and 
blanket were done to determine the gamma energy 
deposition and reaction rates. The foil reaction rates, 
in addition to proton recoil neutron spectrum measure-
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FH;. II-14-6. Reference Loading, .Assembly 62, First Step. 
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ments at the core center, core edge, and in the axial 
blanket, were measured to verify neutron distribution 
calculations of the EBR-II Project. The experiments 
ot Assembly 61 included these experiments as well as 
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%• SAFETY ROOS 
C= CONTROL ROD N 

T - STARTUP SOURCE TUBE 
NEUTRON LEVEL DETECTOR 

TAliLE II-14-I1L PHYSIC 

Assembly 

60 
61 first step 
61 second step 
61 final step 
62 first step 
()2 final step 

60, 
VL 1),\TA FOR Z P R - 3 
61 AND 62 

Critical Data 

U-235 
Loading, 

kg 

221.93 
194.29 
188.63 
208.58 
229.63 
221.61 

Available 

*.,, 
%Ak/k 

-1-0.187 
-1-0.259 
-1-0.258 
-1-0.110 
-t-0.142 
-1-0.146 

AsSEMnLIES 

Neutronic Parameters 

A/ / , 

7.04 
6.89 
6.89 
6.94 
6.96 
6.96 

tt/%i*//S 

434.0 
433.5 
433.5 
433.5 
433.0 
433.0 

FiG. II-14-7. Reference Loading, Assembly 62, Final Step. 
ANL-ID-103-A2109 Modified. 

radial traverses in the intermediate transition steps 
between assemblies. Assembly 62 will repeat the exper
iments of Assembly 61 plus a set of core edge and 
central simulated boron control rod studies. This as
sembly program also includes tantalum core edge 
worth measurements as a function of axial position 
and sample size to assist in the analysis of design 
calculations for an EBR-II drop rod. 

The detailed experimental measurement for Assem
blies 60 and 61 have been reported in the Reactor 
Development Program Progress Reports, January 
through June, 1970. 

11-15. Critical Mass Evaluation in ZPPR Assembly 2, a Demons tra t ion 
Reactor Benchmark Assembly 

R. E. KAISER and R. J. JCORRIS 

INTRODUCTION 

ZPPR Assembly 2 is a benchmark core which repro
duces many of the essentials of current demonstration 
reactor concepts. The reactor configuration and experi
mental program are based on the current needs of in
dustry for information applicable to the design of 
300-500 MW demonstration plants. The central zone 
of the two-zone system matches in composition both 
the standard rodded zone experiments and the Variable 
Temperature Rodded Zone (VTRZI experiments de
signed for Argonne reactors. 

Assembly 2 was conceived as a two-zone core with 
an enrichment ratio (outer zone/inner zone) of 1.5 and 
equal zone volumes. Since the preliminary calculations 
of critical mass, on which the initial loadings were 
based, were not exact, the initial critical configuration 
did not have equal zone volumes but instead had a 

volume ratio of 52/48 (inner zone/outer zone). Reac
tivity calibrations and edge worth measurements were 
performed, in sufficient number to allow evaluation of 
the critical mass of this configuration, and the zone 
volumes were then adjusted to a 50/50 proportion, and 
the full experimental program was begun. Both the 
initial critical (52/48) and the equal-zone (50/50) 
configurations are described in this report. 

ASSEMBLY DESCRIPTION 

ZPPR Assembly 2 was designed to have an approxi
mate core composition of 32% oxide fuel equivalent, 
40% sodium, 19% steel, and 9% void. The inner core 
was built with a one-drawer cell and the outer core 
with a two-drawer cell, as shown in Fig. II-15-1, where 
the Type A drawer contains two fuel columns and the 
Type B drawer contains one fuel column. Loading pat-
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terns for the radial and axial blanket drawers are also 
shown. 

INITIAL CRITICAL CORE 

The actual configuration of the initial critical 52/48 
version of the assembly is shown in the interface dia
gram for half one. Fig. II-1.5-2. Locations of B4C poi
son safety blades and fueled control rods are shown 
along with the general reactor configuration. The 
radial reflector consisted of AISI C1018 mild steel 
(99.25% Fe) block placed directly into the matrix 
tubes. The axial reflectors are different, primarily due 
to material considerations. Half one, where the counter 
traverses and reactivity traverses will be performed, 
has an 8-in. reflector that is half sodium and half steel. 
The reflector behind half two is 5 in. thick and is all 
mild steel. Atom densities for the 52/48 configuration 
are given in Table II-15-I, and cylindrical dimen
sions of the as-built core are shown in Figs. II-15-3 
and II-15-4. 

EQUAL-ZONE CORE 

The equal zone (50/50) version of the assembly was 
identical to the 52/48 version except that some inner 
core drawers were exchanged for outer core drawers to 
equahze the volumes. This resulted in a significant 
reduction of the critical mass, since the outer zone was 
more highly enriched. The interface diagram for the 
50/50 core is shown in Fig. II-15-5, and the cylindrical 
dimensions of the as-built core in Figs. II-15-6 and 
II-15-7. Both versions had two spiked control rods to 
insure sufficient control margin, and these are included 
in the table of atom densities, Table II-15-II. 

The calculations of atom densities included the 
stainless steel drawer fronts, making the core half-
height 18.035 in., the extra 35 mils representing the 
thickness of the drawer fronts. The axial dimensions 
given in the figures reflect this consideration. 

Three different references were obtained for the 50/ 
50 core: (1) the original 50/50 version, (2) a modified 
50/50 version with a slightly higher sodium atom den
sity in the inner core, and (3) a 50/50 version without 
spiked control rods which was built after installation 
of a shim-control rod system in August 1970. 

The increase in sodium atom densities between the 
first and second references was accomplished by re
placing pairs of quarter-inch plates with single half-
inch plates, which was necessary to provide a better 
match with the pin-calandria compositions. The switch 
also caused a slight reduction in steel density, which 
was compensated for by adding a 304 SS shim at the 
bottom of each drawei-. The extra 1/2 in. sodium was 
obtained from the radial reflector, which then had two 
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F I G . II-15-1. ZPPR Assembly 2 Drawer Configurations. 
ANL-ID-10S-AI1278 Rev. 1. 

zones, with small differences in steel and sodium con
tent between them. The atom densities of the two 
zones and the average over the whole reflector are 
given in Table II-15-II. 

The third reference configuration for the 50/50 core 
differed from the second only in the absence of the 
spiked control drawers. Three of the B4C blades which 
had previously been designated as poison safety rods 
now served as shim-control rods, which has no effect on 
the critical mass. The as-built number densities given 
in Table II-15-II are not applicable to the third 50/50 
reference. Instead, the values without spiked rods 
should be used. 

CRITICAL MASS CORRECTIONS 

In order to state a critical mass for a smooth cylin
drical core of uniform (though not necessarily homoge
neous) composition, certain corrections must be made 
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to the as-built critical mass. These corrections include • EDGE SMOOTHIXG COERECTIOXS 

allowances for temperature, interface gap, excess reac- Edge smoothing corrections were determined using 
tivity, spiked control rods and smoothing of the core calculated values of Pu-239 worth versus radius nor-
outline. malized to the edge drawer worths at the outer radial 

file:///ssembly


15. Kaiser and Norris 143 

TABLi: 11-15-1. As-Huii.T 

Isotope 

Pu-239 
Pu-240 
Pii-241 
U-235 
U-238 

Na 
C 
0 
Mo 
Fe 
Ni 
Cr 
Mn 
Si 

Inner Core 

0.0008456 
0.0001120 
0.0000174 
0.0000123 
0.0055691 
0,0081005 
0,0000235 
0,0131172 
0,0002318 
0.0120898 
0.0011777 
0,0026004 
0,0002043 
0.0001145 

\ T 0 M IJKNSlTIi: 

Outer Core 

0.0012768 
0.0001691 
0.0000261 
0.0000115 
0.0052063 
0.0093980 
0.0000233 
0.0117803 
0.0003420 
0.0144059 
0.0012387 
0,0020808 
0,0002133 
0,0001200 

, FOR Tin; INITIAL-CHITICAI. ('( 

.A.\ial Blanket 

0.0000156 
0.0070447 
0.0087203 
0.0000297 
0.01.39529 
0.0000144 
0.0094453 
0,0011108 
0,0024,500 
0,0002078 
0,0001131 

Radial Blanket 

0,0000245 
0.0110903 
0.0063669 
0.00101.34 
0.0201416 
0.0000143 
0.0069781 
0,0009057 
0,0020076 
0.0001606 
0.0000893 

IlK 01- ZPPR ASSKMIM.V 2, 10'' 

Na-.Steel 
Axial Reflector 

0.0089848 
0.0001914 

0.0000014 
0.0332218 
0.0019245 
0.0044841 
0,0006167 
0.0002365 

Steel Axial 
Reflector 

0.0006386 

0.0727580 
0,0007971 
0,0010.304 
0.0006247 
0.0000888 

iitijms/em'' 

Radial Reflector 

0,0005398 

0.0717099 
0.0005904 
0.0012001 
0.0005934 
0,00006.36 

IDT.'•9 
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Yiii. 11-15-3. ZPPR A.ssembly 2 Initial Critical Con
figuration—Half 1. ANL-ID-W3-A11S49. 

INTERFACE GAP 

The interface gap has been measured (with a pre
loaded core) around the edges with feeler gauges and 
found to be reasonably uniform at 5 mils. If it is 
assumed that a sliglit bulging of the matrix toward the 
center was preventing closure to less than 5 mils at the 
edge, an average gap of 2.5 mils is a reasonable as
sumption. The worth per mil of half-closure was meas
ured during a table scram (no rod motion) using in
verse kinetics techniques, and was found to be linear 
for the first inch of separation at 0.78 Ih/mil and 0.73 
Ih/mil for the 52/48 and the 50/50 cores, respectively. 
No additional correction was determined for the effect 
of homogenizing the stainless steel drawer fronts, as 
this may be considered part of the overall heterogene
ity problem. 

bounchirics of the inner and outer core zones. This 
information was then used to calculate the reactivity 
effect of replacing the stepped outline by a circle of 
equal area. 

EXCE.S.S REACTIVITY AND SPIKED RODS 

The amount of excess reactivity in a reference core, 
defined as Afc/fc with all control rods in, was easily 
determined from the control rod calibration curves. 
The additional worth of a spiked rod was determined 
as the difference in calibrateil rod worth before and 
after spiking, which was 38.7 Ih/rod for the 50/50 
cores. This number was then multiplied by the ratio of 
the total rod worth in the 52/48 core to that in the 
50/50 core, which gave a value of 37.6 Ih/rod for the 
52/48 configuration. 
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F I G . II-15-4. ZPPR Assembly 2 Initial Critical Con
figuration—Half 2. ANL-ID-103-A11S50. 
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FIG. II-15-6. As-Bnilt ZPPR A.ssembly 2 Equal Zone Con
figuration—Half 1. ANL-ID-IOS-AII441. 

F I G . II-15-7. As-Built ZPPR Assembly 2 Equal Zone Con
figuration—Half 2. ANL-ID-IOS-AII442. 

TABLE II-15-II. ATOM D E N S I T I E S FOR THE MODIFIED EQUAL-ZONE CONFIGURATION OF ZPPR ASSEMBLY 2, 10" atoms/cm* 

Isotope 

Pu-239 
Pu-240 
Pu-241 
U-235 
U-238 

Na 
0 
Mo 
Fe 
Ni 
Cr 
Mn 
Si 
C 

Inner Core 

As-Built 

.0008477 

.0001123 

.0000174 
,0000123 
,0055723 
.0088143 
.0131489 
.0002188 
.0125475 
.0013158 
.0027001 
.0002083 
.0001472 
,0000001 

w/o Spikec 
Rods 

.0008450 

.0001120 

.0000173 

.0000123 

.0055702 

.0088203 

.0131476 

.0002182 

.0125377 

.00131515 

.0026995 

.0002082 
,0001472 
,0000061 

Outer Core 

.0012757 

.0001689 

.0000260 

.0000116 
,0052068 
.0085986 
.0117808 
.0003285 
.0138262 
.0012556 
,0025239 
.0002008 
.0001296 

— 

Radial Blanket 

Inner 

— 
— 
— 

.0000243 

.0110242 

.0063641 

.0200210 

.0000014 

.0070048 

.0009984 
,0020113 
,0001573 
,0001061 
.0009860 

Outer 

— 
— 
— 

.0000243 

.0110242 

.0059302 

.0200220 

.0000018 

.0076214 

.0010878 

.0021910 

.0001743 

.0001139 
,0009864 

Average 

— 
— 

.0000243 

.0110242 

.0061297 

.0200216 

.0000016 

.0073379 

.0010467 

.0021084 

.0001665 

.0001103 

.0009862 

Axial Blanket 

— 
— 

.0000163 

.0069369 

.0086369 

.0187264 
,0000014 
.0101762 
.0012837 
.0026491 
.0002174 
.0001435 
,0000133 

Radial 
Reflector 

_ 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 

.0717099 

.0005904 

.0012001 

.0005934 
,00006.36 
.0006398 

Axial Reflector 

Steel 
(5 in.) 

-_ 

_ 
_ 
_ 
— 
— 
_ 

.0727680 

.0007971 

.0016304 

.0006247 

.0000888 

.0005386 

Na-Steel 
(8 in.) 

— 
— 
_ 

.0089848 

_ 
.0000014 
.0332218 
.0019245 
.0044841 
.0006167 
,0002365 
,0001914 

TEMPEEATUKE CORRECTIONS 

The temperature coefficients of the reference cores 

were determined by shutting off the cooling air flow 

and allowing the temperature to rise slowly. The reac

tivity as a function of time was followed with inverse 

kinetics during this period, and the temperature coeflS-

cients were thus found to be constant at a value of 

-2.9 ± 0.2 Ih/°C. These values were then used to 

correct the loaded masses to a temperature of 22°C. 

CORRECTED CRITICAL MASS 

The corrected critical masses for the two versions of 

Assembly 2 were obtained from the corrections de

scribed above by expressing the reactivity efi'ect of 

each in terms of edge fuel worths. The resulting values 

give the expected critical mass for a heterogeneous, 

smooth, cylindrical reactor at 22°C and with no inter

face gap. The individual corrections for each version 

are listed in Tables II-15-III and II-15-IV. The 

corrections for edge smoothing and interface gap can 

be seen to be quite small, primarily due to the large 

core volume (2372 liters for the 50/50 version) and the 

fact that a loading pattern was used whereby the best 

approximation to a circle, based on rectangles 2.173 in. 

wide and 2.273 in. high, could be obtained. 

The three different reference cores for the 50/50 ver-
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TABLE II-15-I1I. CRITICAL MASS AND MASS COKRECIONS 

IN ZPPR AssEMnLv 2, INITIAL CRITICAL CONFIGURATION 

(52/48) 

Correction 

Excess reactivity 
Control-rod spiking 

Amount of fuel 
Worth of spike 

Edge smoothing 
IC/OC 
OC/HB 

Interface gap worth 
Temperature correction to 22°C 

P, 
Ih 

87.4 

~ 
75.2 

- 0 . 7 4 
+0.23 

+2 
+4.88 

i m (equiv.), 
kg 

- 6 . 1 

- 1 . 0 
+ 4 . 4 

-t-0.044 
-0 .014 
- 0 . 1 
- 0 . 3 

Loaded Pu-239 -|- 241 mass = 1067.3 ± 1.1 kg 
Total correction = -2,07 ± 0.1 kg 
Correction critical mass = 1066.2 d= 1,1kg of Pu-239 4-241 (het

erogeneous cylindrical reactor at 22°C) 

TABLE II-15-IV. CRITICAL MASS AND MASS CORRECTIONS 

IN ZPPR ASSEMBLY 2, EQUAL-ZONE CONFIGURATION 

(50/50) 

Correction 

Excess reactivity 
Control-rod spiking 

Amount of fuel 
Worth of spike 

Edge smoothing 
IC/OC 
OC/RB 

Interface gap worth 
Temperature correction to 22°C 

p. 
Ih 

79.62 

— 
77.42 

- 0 . 0 3 
+0.04 

+ 1.74 

Am (equiv.), 
kg 

- 4 . 7 5 

- 1 . 0 
4-4.62 

-1-0.002 
-0 .002 
- 0 . 1 1 
- 0 , 1 

Loaded Pu-239 -I- 241 mass = 1019.7 ± 1.0 kg 
Total correction = -1 .34 ± 0.1 kg 
Corrected critical mass - 1018.4 ± 1.0 kg Pu-239 -|- 241 (het
erogeneous cylindrical reactor at 22°C) 

TABLE II-15-V. CORRECTED INVENTORY OF FISSILE ISOTOPE 

IN CORE ZONES OF ZPPR ASSEMBLY 2, INITIAL CRITICAL 

CONFIGURATION, kg 

Isotope 

Pu-239 
Pu-241 
U-235 
U-235 

Total Pu-239 -f 241 
Total fissile 

Plate 

Fuel 
Fuel 
Fuel 
U3O. 

Inner Zone 

437.34 
8.86 
2.73 
3,52 

446.20 
452.46 

Outer Zone 

606.66 
12.45 
3.78 
1.63 

619.01 
624.42 

Total 

1M3.90 
21.31 
6.51 
5.16 

1065.21 
1076.87 

TABLE II-15-VI. CORRECTED INVENTORY OF FISSILE ISO

TOPES IN CORE ZONES OF ZPPR ASSEMBLY 2, EQUAL-ZONE 

CONFIGURATION, kg 

Isotopes 

Pu-239 
Pu-241 
U-235 
U-236 

Total Pu-239 -1- 241 
Total fissile 

Plate 

Fuel 
Fuel 
Fuel 
UiO, 

Inner Zone 

398,33 
8,07 
2.47 
3.21 

406.40 
412.08 

Outer Zone 

599.70 
12.31 
3,75 
1,61 

612.01 
617.37 

Total 

998.03 
20.38 
6.22 
4,82 

1018.41 
1029.45 

sion all gave consistent results to within a small frac
tion of the uncertainty in the total loaded mass. Thio 
uncertainty was based on the manufacturer's specifica
tions for the isotopic content of the fuel plates (±0.1% 
in Pu-239 and ±1.0% in Pu-241), and the error in the 
correction term is based upon typical errors for each 
component. The value of the loaded mass was not 
based on average plate weights, but was calculated 
from individual plate weights as a result of computer
ized fuel inventory procedures. 

The total masses of all fissile isotopes in the two 
versions are presented in Tables II-15-V and II-15-VI, 
where the values have been adjusted to correspond to 
the corrected critical mass. Calculations of heterogene
ity effects in Assembly 2 may be found in Paper 11-16. 

11-16. Heterogeneity and Criticality Studies on the Zero Power P l u t o n i u m Reactor 
(ZPPR) Assembly 2, a Demonstrat ion Reactor Benchmark Critical 

ABNE P . OLSON and NAM CHIN PAIK* 

INTBODDCTION 

ZPPR Assembly 2 is a large, zoned critical assembly 
designed to simulate the compositions and configura-

* Westinghouse Electric Corporation, Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
yania. 

tions of the LMFBR demonstration plants. The initial 
critical configuration had a volume ratio of 52/48 
(inner core/outer core). Some postanalysis results 
have been obtained for this configuration. These will 
be described together with a description of the methods 
and approximations used in the preanalysis. 
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CROSS SECTION DATA AND DATA PROCESSING 

The E N D F / B (1968) nuclear data set was used in 
the criticality determination of the ZPPR-2 core. 

Since it was felt that a fast and simple calculational 
method other than the "ARC" System' would be useful 
during the interim period while the ARC System was 
being made operational at ANIj-Idaho, the calcula
tional method using the IDX-PERT .5 combination-
was introduced. The main effort on data generation 
and processing was done by the MC- code with the 
ENDF/B (1968) data. For each reactor region of 
ZPPR-2, 27-energy-group cross sections (Ait = 0.5 for 
groups 1 through 21, Alt = 1.0 for groups 21 through 
25, Aw = 2.0 for 26 and a thermal group—see Table 
II-16-I for the energy group stnicture) were generated 
using the MC- code. The options used were: consistent 
Bl, ultrafine groups, isotropic scattering, homogeneous 
resonance self-shielding, the critical buckling search 
for the two core regions, and essentially zero bucklings 
for axial and radial blanket regions. For each core 
zone (the inner and the outer zones), three heteroge
neous resonance self-shielding MC- treatments w^ere 
made in order to correctly self-shield the plutonium 

T,WLEIM()-I, EFFECT OF HETEROGENEITY ON THE CENTR,\L 

HEAL Fi.t'x .^PErTR.\ 

Energy 
Group 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
f) 

-
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
10 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
2(i 
27 

Lower Energy 
Limit, 

eV 

6.065 X 10' 
3.679 
2.23 
1.35 
0.821 
0,498 
0,320 
0,183 
0,111 

6,738 X 10' 
4.087 
2.48 
1.503 

9,12 X 10' 
5.53 
3.355 
2.0.36 
1.2.34 

7.485 X 10' 
4.54 
2.754 
1.013 
0,3727 
0.1371 

5.04 X 10» 
0.683 

Thermal 

Flux-Weighted, 
Heterogeneous 

Resonance 
Self-Shielding 

2.87677 X 10-' 
1,16148 X 10-= 
2,81316 X 10-' 
3,93748 X 10-' 
4,92492 X 10-' 
9,61827 X 10-' 
9,09784 X 10-' 
1,18963 X 10-1 
1.12613 X 10-' 
1.02244 X 10-' 
8.46264 X 10-' 
6.85669 X 10-' 
6.00180 X 10-' 
4,36260 X 10-' 
2.62166 X 10-' 
1,64634 X 10-' 
6,60875 X 10-» 
1,67233 X 10-' 
1,15109 X 10-' 
7,35031 X 10-' 

3..384017 X 10-' 
3.18741 X 10-' 
4.60664 X 10-' 
2.47740 X 10- ' 

6.16 X 10-' 
3.61 X 10-" 

1.75702 X 10-" 

No Flux-Weighting, 
Homogeneous 

Resonance 
Self-Shielding 

2.94917 X 10-' 
1.188204 X 10-' 
2,88261 X 10-' 
4,02043 X 10-' 
4.97773 X 10-' 
9.69462 X 10-' 
9,14794 X 10-' 
1,19876 X 10-' 
1,13474 X 10-' 
1.03176 X 10-' 
8.63786 X 10-' 
6.89643 X 10-' 
6.01540 X K r ' 
4.36478 X 10-' 
2.69631 X 10-' 
1.59138 X 10-' 
5.49263 X 10-' 
1.54943 X 10-' 
1.01622 X 10-' 
5.92782 X 10-' 
2.43762 X 10-' 
1.77372 X 10-' 
2.03935 X 10-' 
7.5747 X 10-' 

1.885 X 10-' 
1.03 X 10-» 

1.7137 X 10-" 

=> s 1 % 
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F I G . 11-16-1, ZPPR Assembly 2 Drawer ConBgurations. 
ANL-ID-103-A11278. 

and the U-238 in the oxide plates and the molybdenum 
and U-238 in the Pu-U-i lo plates in the resonance 
region. 

The heterogeneous perturbation theory code CAL
HET,^ based on the collision probability approach, 
was used to obtain flux- and volume-averaged cross 
sections over each core cell. The isotopic cross sections 
generated for the axial blanket and the radial blanket 
were used for the isotopes in the axial and radial re
flectors (sodium, carbon, iron, chromium, nickel, and 
manganese), respectively. 

The generalized configurations intended for ZPPR 
Assembly 2 are given in Fig. 11-16-1. As it turned out, 
a large number of the inner core drawers were loaded 
with two Yi-'m. pieces of canned sodium replacing the 
Vg-in. pieces shown in Fig. II-16-1. The inner core 
zone, the axial blanket, and the radial blanket have 
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OUTER ZONE 1-COLUMN DRAWER 

ZPPR HALF I 
F I G . II-16-2. Interface Diagram, ZPPR Assembly 2, Initial Critical Configuration. ANL-ID-I0S-A1I298. 

single-drawer cells. The outer core zone has a two-
drawer cell with Types A and B drawers shown in 
Figs. II-16-1 and II-16-2. Further descriptions of typi
cal drawer plates are given in Table II-16-II. The 

0.015 and 0.019 in. stainless steel claddings on the , 
nominally Yt in. ZPPR fuel plate and Yi i"- sodimn ^ 
plate, respectively, were smeared with the diluent in jj 
the heterogeneity effect study. Typical isotopic compo- ,̂  
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TABLE II-16-II. DESCRIPTIONS OF ZPPR ASSEMBLY 2 CELL 

PL , \TES 

Plate Tvpe 

'4 in, Pu-U-Mo 

]i in. FejOji" 

^ in, Na"-

'^ in. Na*" 

H in. U,0 , 

Standard Drawer 
Plus Matrix 

Thickness, 
cm 

0.558810 

0.403860 

1.221750 

0.586740 

0.636000 

0.434340 

Isotope 

Pu-239 
Pu-240 
Pu-241 
U-235 
U-238 

Mo 

Fe 
0 
Cr 
Ni 

Na 
Fe 
Cr 
Ni 

Na 
Fe 
Cr 
Ni 

U-238 
U-236 

0 

Fe 
Cr 
Ni 
Mo 

Composition 
Within Plate, 

IO"aloms/cm' 

0.0102358 
0.001356 
0,0002034 
0,00006255 
0.0289379 
0.002596 

0.0366 
0,03774 
0,00331 
0.00165 

0.02334 
0.00228 
0,00060 
0.00033 

0.02003 
0.00668 
0.00165 
0,000825 

0,016687 
0,0000.3442 
0.041779 

0.03622 
0,01041 
0,0465 
0.0000975 

" Includes a Pu-U-Mo plate cladding (0.015 in.) and asodium 
plate cladding (0,019 in,). 

'• Includes a 0,019 in, sodium plate cladding (one side only). 

sitions within each plate and the actual plate thick
nesses arc given in Table II-16-II. 

ACCURACY OF THE TWO-REGION 

EQUIVALENCE PRINCIPLE 

The present MC- code uses an equivalence principle 
to compute resonance self-shielding for a repetitive 
two-region cell. The cells in the inner and and the 
outer core zones of ZPPR-2 are in fact a multi-region 
type as shown in Fig. II-16-1. For example, consider 
the inner core zone cell in Fig. II-16-1. The single 
drawer cell basically consists of four regions: the fuel 
region A (two !4-in. UsOs plates with the standard 
drawer and matrix lumped together), the moderator 
region C/a-in. sodium and '/g-in. or Yo-in. FeoOs plates 
homogenized, including the two 0.019 in. stainless steel 
claddings on the sodium plate and one 0.015 in. stain
less steel cladding on the Pu-U-Mo ZPPR plate), the 

fuel region B (the Pu-U-Mo plate without the clad
dings) , and a repetition of the moderator region. 

Because of the U-238 in the two different fuel re
gions, the Dancoff correction factor appropriate for the 
four-region cell heterogeneous resonance self-shielding 
may not be the same as that for the two-region cell. 
The question is therefore raised as to the adequacy 
and accuracy in the use of the MC^ code for heteroge
neous resonance self-shielding (for U-238, in particu
lar) . The heterogeneous resonance self-shielding treat
ment of plutonium isotopes is rather straightforward, 
because the simple two-region equivalence principle is 
directly applicable in this case. 

A general investigation'' of the limitations and accu
racy of the simple two-region equivalence principle 
has shown that a complicated four-region equivalence 
principle is not necessary, and that subdivision of the 
four-region cell into several two-region subcells is suf
ficient. First-order corrections for the finite plate size 
are also found to be mostly small. This correction is 
negligible except for the case of heterogeneous reso
nance self-shielding of U-238 (in two adjoining '/4-in. 
UsOs plates) in the inner core zone. 

Heterogeneous and homogeneous resonance self-
shielded capture and fission cross sections of Pu-239 in 
each core region are given in Tables II-16-III and 
II-16-IV. The resonance self-shielding heterogeneity 
effect of three plutonium isotopes on the eigenvalue of 
the system is - 0 . 2 % fc. In Table II-16-V, capture 
cross sections of U-238 in the resonance energy region 

TABLE II-16-III> COMPARISON OF HETEROGENEOUS .AND 
HOMOGENEOUS RESONANCE SELF-SHIELDING OF Pu-239 IN 

THE INNER CORE ZONE 

Group 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 

Heterogeneous 
Self-Shielding 

<re 

0,2206 
0,2952 
0,6017 
0,7233 
0,9620 
1,211 
1.492 
2.077 
2.690 
3.227 
4.720 
3.865 
6.418 
4.900 
7,875 

19,11 
2.603 

265,7 

<rf 

1.506 
1,464 
l,(iOH 
1,809 
2,060 
2,372 
2,690 
3,443 
4,146 
6,118 
7.418 
6.831 

13.79 
23.04 

9.414 
30,36 
11,46 

742,40 

Homogeneous 
Self-Shielding 

tTc 

0.2189 
0.2937 
0.4992 
0.7197 
0.9576 
1.210 
1.507 
2.167 
2.763 
3.558 
5.352 
6,096 
8,391 
7,103 

11,16 
28,11 
2.663 

265.7 

"/ 
1.513 
1.476 
1.623 
1.832 
2.094 
2.425 
2.781 
3.644 
4.449 
5.591 
8.179 
8.114 

16.00 
27.30 
13.33 
42.69 
11.61 

742.4 
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TABLE Il-lfi-IV. CoMpAKisdN (IF HETEROGENEOUS AND 
HOMOGENEOTS RESONANCE SELF-SHIELDING OF Pu-239 IN 

THE OiTER CORE ZONE 

Group 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 

Heterogeneous 
Self-Shielding 

„ 
0.2192 
0.2919 
0.4975 
0.7164 
0.9527 
1.198 
1.473 
2.052 
2.524 
3.104 
4.402 
3.569 
6.105 
4.237 
7.212 

17.78 
2.903 

265,7 

"/ 
1.515 
1.477 
1.622 
1.827 
2,083 
2,402 
2.727 
3.499 
4.172 
5.113 
7,187 
6,667 

13.56 
22.11 
8.381 

27,97 
12,14 

742,40 

Homogeneous 
Self-Shielding 

Tc 

0.2190 
0.293 
0.4989 
0.7180 
0.9661 
1.208 
1.502 
2.152 
2.714 

"/ 
1.513 
1.476 
1.622 
1.830 
2.091 
2.422 
2.773 
3.626 
4.392 

3.461 5.493 
5.022 7.793 
4.708 
7.755 
5.758 
9.756 

24.63 
2.963 

7.741 
15.43 
25.44 
11.34 
37.13 
12,30 

265.7 742.40 

TABLE II-16-V. U-238 SELF-SHIELDED CAPTURE CROSS 

SECTION IN THE INNER CORE ZONE 

Group 

11 
12 
13 
14 
16 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 

Heterogeneous 
a,-2SS (O.xide 

Plate) 

0.3317 
0.4372 
0.5493 
0.6592 
0.7563 
0.8234 
0.9658 
0.8356 
1.016 
0.8501 
0.8007 
1.087 
1.295 
4.695 
0.7224 
1.468 
2,720 

Heterogeneous 
»,-238 (Pu-U-

Mo Plate) 

0.3314 
0.4359 
0.5466 
0,6645 
0,7608 
0,8194 
0,9854 
0.8236 
0.9760 
0.8165 
0.7722 
1.129 
1.381 
4.686 
0.7946 
1.547 
2.720 

Homogeneous 
Self-Shielding 

0..3338 
0.4431 
0.5611 
0.6818 
0.8008 
0,8817 
1,162 
0,9804 
1,195 
1,072 
1,156 
1,453 
1,645 
6.264 
0.9059 
1,512 
2 720 

are given for the inner core zone. The first and second 

columns list the capture cross sections for U-238 in the 

UsOs plato and in the Pu-U-i lo plate, respectively, 

which are to be compared with the values in the last 

column of homogeneous resonance self-shielding i l C - , 

results. Similar results for the outer core zone are given 

in Table II-16-VI. 

Capture cross section of U-238 obtained from JIC^ 

by heterogeneous resonance self-shielding are signifi

cantly lower than capture cross sections obtained using 

the homogeneous MC- option. These differences are 

responsible for the heterogeneous resonance self-shield

ing effect of about -l-O.Sf̂  fc, as depicted in Table 

TABLE II-16-VI. U-238 SELK-.'iHiELDED CAPTURE CROSS 
SECTION IN THE OUTER CORE ZONE 

Group 

11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

Heterogeneous 
»,-238 (O.xide 

Plate) 

0.3317 
0.4396 
0.5M4 
0.6708 
0.7802 
0.8601 

i.im 
0.9075 
1.110 
0.9567 
0.9122 
1.238 
1.413 
5.360 
1.407 
1.394 

Heterogeneous 
<r,-238 (Pu-U-

Mo PUte) 

0.3310 
0.4359 
0.5465 
0.6552 
0.7521 
0.8197 
0.9797 
0.8261 
0.9869 
0.8274 
0.7879 
1.146 
1.380 
4.743 
0.9862 
1.421 

Homogeneous 
Self-Shielding 

0.3335 
0.4441 
0,5628 
0.6869 
0.8113 
0 8952 
1,178 
1.018 
1.265 
1,161 
1,258 
1.621 
1.756 
6,995 
1,444 
1,40» 

T.\^BLE II-ir.-\"IL SUMMARY CIK HETEROGENEITY EFFECTS 

ON THE EIGENVALUE k 

Heterogeneity Effects on i& in <" 

ETOX-IDX Path MC'-2D Diffuson 
Path 

Resonance self-shielding o RO ' ' " ' ~^-^ 
heterogeneity effect, Sk U-238: 0.84 

Spatial heterogeneity ef
fect, AAT 

Inner zone 
Outer zone 
Core average 

Total heterogeneity effect 
(approximate result): 
spatial heterogeneity 
effect estimate by 
CALHET plus res
onance self-shielding 
ing heterogeneity ef
fect 

ETOX-IDX-
C A L H E T Path 

MC-—CALHET 
Path 

0.96 
0.90 
0.94 

Total heterogeneity effect 
(best estimate)- M C -
flux weighting by 
CALHET-2 dimensional 
diffusion path 

0.96 
0.93 
0.95 

1.55 
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T.\BLE II-16- \ I11. .\>-BuiLT ATOM DENSITIES KOH THE IS ITI . \L CRITICAL CORE OF Z P P I ! .\SSEMHLT ^ 

Isotope 

Pu-239 
Pu-240 
Pu-241 
l"-235 
U-238 

Na 
C 
0 
Mo 
Fe 
Ni 
Or 
Mn 
Si 

10 '̂ atoms cm^ 

Inner Core 

0.00084688 
0 00011450 
0,00001694 
0.00001244 
0.00556942 
0.00809837 
0.00000687 
0.01310710 
0.0D021687 
0.01204720 
0.00127074 
0.00255229 
0.00021672 
0 00014058 

Outer Core 

! 
1 0.00127960 

0,00017310 
0,00002592 
0.00001165 
0.00621791 
0.00844749 
0.00000699 
0,01181889 
0,00032662 
0.01402619 

1 0.00127927 
0.00257191 
0,00021839 
0.00014169 

Axial Blanket 

0.00001506 
0.00693322 
0,00859637 
0.00031486 
0.01376.330 

0.00964698 
0.00123316 
0.00247898 
0.00021034 
0.0001.3623 

Radial Blanket 

0.00002376 
0.01101575 
0.00666222 
0,00100286 
0.02011209 

0,00706480 
0,00100684 
0,00202443 
0.00017158 
0.000110.39 

Radial Reflector 

0.00053979 

0,07172669 
0.00069a39 
0.00120005 
0-00059358 
0,00006.364 

Xa-Steel .Axial 
Reflector 

0.00898490 
0 00014497 

0.03276590 
0.00208898 
0.00448536 
0.00(M8507 
0.00024.356 

Steel .\xial 
Reflector 

0,0006.3718 

0 07241600 
0.00076764 
0,0016.3349 
0,00061867 
0,00008182 

II-16-VH. However, the differences between the cap
ture cross sections of U-238 for the oxide plate and for 
the Pu-U-Mo plate are about one-tenth of the differ
ences between the average heterogeneous and homoge
neous resonance self-shielded cross sections. It is clear, 
therefore, that the error which results from the use of 
the two-region equivalence principle for U-238 reso
nance self-shielding must be of the second order. 

HETEBOGEXEITY EFFECT.S OX EIGENT.VLUE 

.\XD RE.\L ¥LVX SPECTR-\ 

Because ZPPR-2 is a large, zoned core with a differ
ent cell structure in each core zone, it is not as simple 
as other small, single zone critical assemblies for the 
spatial heterogeneity effect analysis. .\ reasonable 
method for the heterogeneity study is: (a) to generate 
flux-weighted isotopic cross sections over the inner core 
zone cell and the outer core zone cell, separately, by 
using either the S„ transport code TESS' or the hetero
geneous perturbation code C-\LHET-3. The assump
tion here is that most cells in each zone have flux 
spectra which are not too much different from the fun
damental mode spectra, ibl The resulting flux- and 
volume-weighted cross sections are then used in one-
or two-dimensional diffusion theon.- calculations of the 
as-built core compositions and dimensions. The as-
buiU compositions are given in Table II-16-VIII, and 
the dimensions are shown in Figs. II-16-2 through I I -
16-4. 

The differences in eigenvalues and flux spectra ob
tained from two 2D calculations, one with flux-
weighted heterogeneous resonance self-shielded cross 
.>ections, the other with unweighted homogeneous reso
nance self-shielded cross sections, are the total hetero
geneity effects on the eigenvalue and flux spectra. 

58.707 
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TABLE II-16-IX. ENERGY BREAKDOWN OF SPATIAL HETERO
GENEITY EFFECT FOR THE INNER CORE ZONE C A L H E T - 3 

STUDY 

Group 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
26 
26 
27 

Lower Energy, 
eV 

5.066 X 10' 
3.670 
2.23 
1.35 
0.821 
0,498 
0,320 
0,183 
0.111 

6.738 X 10< 
4.087 
2.48 
1,503 

9.12 X 10" 
5,53 
3,355 
2.035 
1.234 

7,485 X 10' 
4.54 
2,764 
1 013 
0,3727 
0.1371 

6.04 X 10» 
0.683 

Thermal 

Total 

Heterogeneous 
Flux Spectra 

Pu-U-Mo 
Plate 

0.004 
0.014 
0.032 
0,043 
0,063 
0,097 
0,091 
0,117 
0.110 
0.102 
0.084 
0.068 
0.060 
0.043 
0.026 
0.015 
0.005 
0.015 
0.010 
0.001) 
0.0027 
0.0023 

1.00 

Diluent 
Plate 

0.0027 
0.0107 
0.0268 
0.038 
0.047 
0.093 
0.088 
0.117 
0.112 
0.102 
0.085 
0.069 
0.062 
0.044 
0.027 
0.016 
0.006 
0.017 
0.012 
0.007 
0.003 
0.006 

0.99 

Spatial 
Heterogeneity, 

A*(%) 

0.10 
0.23 
0.31 
0.30 
0.26 
0.14 
0.10 
0.004 

-0 .025 
-0 .025 
-0 .032 
-0 .030 
-0 .045 
-0 .042 
-0 .032 
-0 .040 
-0 .010 
-0 .046 
-0 .046 
-0 .047 
-0 .019 
-0 .060 

0,955% 

Two-dimensional perturbation theory calculations are 
required if one is interested in the detailed energy and 
region breakdown of the heterogeneity effect on the 
eigenvalue. The CALHET-3 code gives a good qualita
tive energy breakdown of the heterogeneity effect on 
the eigenvalue. 

A typical CALHET-3 result for the energy break
down of the heterogeneity effect on the eigenvalue is 
given in Table II-16-IX. It is evident that the total 
flux in diluent plates is about 1% lower than the total 
flux within the fuel-bearing plate. The high-energy ef
fects are shown to be predominant compared with the 
negative contributions in the energy range below 183 
keV. Above 183 keV, the heterogeneity effect is posi
tive due to the peaking of both the real and adjoint 
fluxes in this energy range. 

The flux weighting coefflcients for all isotopes in 
inner and outer core regions are given in Tables I I -
16-X and II-16-XI, respectively. The values in the 

first column in both tables, denoted simply by Pu, are 
the weighting coefficients for all isotopes that exist 
within the Pu-U- i lo plate. The isotopes within the 
Pu-U-Mo plates are Pu-239, Pu-240, Pu-241, i lo , and 
U-238 (43% of the inner core zone U-238 and 70% of 
the outer core zone U-238 comes from the Pu-U-Mo 
plates). 

A summary of the various heterogeneity effects is 
given in Table II-16-VII. The table shows that either 
data processing method, the ETOX-IDX combination 
or the MC- method, gives about the same resonance 
self-shielding and high-energy s|)atial heterogeneity ef
fects. The resonance self-shielding heterogeneity effect 
was calculated to be 0.6% k. An approximate calcula
tion of the spatial heterogeneity effect was obtained 
from the transport perturbation code CALHET-3, 
which considers a unit cell and not the W'hole reactor 
system. The result obtained in this way, therefore, 
cannot be as accurate as the difference in two eigen
value calculations using 2D diffusion theor>'; one with 
flux-weighted (by CALHET-3) and heterogeneous res
onance self-shielded cross sections, and the other with 
homogeneous resonance self-shielded cross sections. 
The best estimate of the total heterogeneity effect ob
tained in this way was 1.9% k. 

COMPARISON OF CALCULATED AND 

MEASURED CRITICAL MASS 

A summary of the calculated eigenvaluve for the 
as-built ZPPR Assembly 2 is given in Table 11-16-
XII . The resonance self-shielding and spatial cell het
erogeneity effects were calculated to be 0.6% k and 
1.30% fc, respectively, for a total heterogeneity effect 
of 1.9% k. The transport effect correction on the eigen
value was found to be 0.35% k. 

The calculated critical mass for this initial ZPPR-2 
core was 1095 kg of Pu-239 -I- Pu-241, which is about 
3% higher than the measured value ot 1066 kg. The 
volume of the inner core zone was 1300 liters and the 
volume of the outer core zone was 1197 liters. The 
agreement between the measured critical mass and the 
calculated mass with the E N D F / B (1968) data is 
probably fortuitous and a result of the cancellation of 
errors in data, because the E N D F / B (1968) data are 
known to be less accurate than the present case seems 
to indicate. 

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION ON THE 

ZPPR-2 PREANALYSIS 

Some available additional information is given here 
for documentation which may become useful later on; 

1) The axial group- and region-independent buck
ling (Bl) that gives the identical fc,,/ from 2D 



Group 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 

TABLE II-16-X. F L U X WEIGHTING COEFFICIENTS FOR ISOTOPES IN THE INNER CORE ZONE 

Pu 
(Pu-U-Mo) 

1.262 
1.239 
1.166 
1.116 
1.099 
1.033 
1.027 
1.001 
0.994 
0.994 
0.990 
0.989 
0.977 
0.974 
0.970 
0.973 
0.918 
0.928 
0.927 
0.913 
0.906 
0.873 
0.831 
0.844 
0.738 
0.887 
1.200 

U-238 

Average 

1.078 
1.072 
1.044 
1.026 
1.027 
1.010 
1.007 
1.001 
0.998 
0.999 
0.998 
0.997 
0.991 
0.992 
0.992 
1.006 
0.964 
0.964 
0.972 
0.969 
0.964 
0.957 
0.948 
0.930 
0.904 
0.962 
0.706 

UaO, 
Plate 

0.933 
0.936 
0.953 
0.953 
0.968 
0,992 
0.991 
1.001 
1.001 
1.002 
1.004 
1.004 
1.002 
1,007 
1,010 
1.034 
1.002 
0.994 
1.011 
1.018 
1.021 
1.028 
1.052 
1.022 
1.069 
1.024 
1.180 

U-235 

1.079 
1.070 
1.043 
1.025 
1.027 
1.010 
1,007 
1,001 
0,998 
0.999 
0.998 
0.997 
0.991 
0.992 
0.992 
1.007 
0.966 
0.964 
0.974 
0.971 
0.969 
0.959 
0.954 
0.943 
0.922 
0,963 
0.709 

Na 

0.972 
0.974 
0.985 
0.994 

.0.989 
0.995 
0.998 
0.999 
1.002 
l.OOO 
1.001 
0.999 
1.0O7 
1.003 
1.002 
0.980 
1.036 
1.032 
1.016 
1.014 
1.016 
1.015 
1.019 
1.031 
1.039 
1,017 
1,115 

0 

0.979 
0.980 
0.980 
0.984 
0,991 
0,999 
0.996 
1.001 
0.999 
1.001 
1.001 
1,002 
0.999 
1.002 
1.005 
1.021 
0.982 
0.986 
0.999 
1.005 
1.006 
1.009 
1.017 
1.004 
1.025 
1,006 
1,076 

Fe 

1.005 
1.005 
1.006 
1.006 
1.007 
1.004 
l.OOI 
1.000 
0.999 
1.000 
0.999 
1.002 
0.995 
1.000 
1.001 
1.013 
0.974 
0.984 
0.995 
0.998 
0.997 
1.000 
0.992 
1.006 
0.988 
0.996 
1,000 

Cr-Xi 

0,969 
0.969 
0.980 
0.985 
0.992 
0.999 
0.998 
0.999 
1.000 
1,001 
1,001 
1.003 
1.000 
1.006 
1.004 
1.023 
0.986 
0.989 
1.002 
1.008 
1.009 
1.017 
1.017 
1.021 
1.030 
1.010 
1.068 

Group 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
16 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 

TABLE II-16-XI. F L U X WEIGHTING COEFFICIENTS FOR ISOTOPES IN THE OUTER CORE ZONE 

Pu 
(Pu-U-Mo) 

1.168 
1.152 
1.096 
1.063 
1.059 
1.021 
1.018 
0.999 
0.994 
0.995 
0.991 
0.990 
0.977 
0.977 
0.974 
0.989 
0,929 
0.931 
0.933 
0.923 
0.915 
0.898 
0.866 
0.936 
0.783 
0.906 
0.022 

U-238 

Average 

1.099 
1.092 
1.056 
1.032 
1.032 
1.012 
1.010 
1.000 
0.996 
0.997 
0.996 
0.994 
0.987 
0.985 
0.984 
0.995 
0.956 
0.952 
0,956 
0,949 
0,942 
0,930 
0.919 
0.930 
0.848 
0.939 
0.418 

UsO, 
Plate 

0.940 
0.942 
0.958 
0.966 
0.966 
0.990 
0.989 
1.002 
1.003 
1.004 
1.007 
1.003 
1.012 
1.007 
1.011 
1.012 
1.030 
1.013 
1.023 
1.028 
1.033 
1.035 
1.083 
0.973 
1.086 
1.029 
1.373 

U-235 

1.103 
1.091 
1.066 
1.032 
1.032 
1.012 
1.010 
1.000 
0.996 
0.997 
0,996 
0,994 
0,987 
0.986 
0.986 
0.996 
0.959 
0.955 
0.959 
0.954 
0.950 
0.938 
0.929 
0.947 
0.873 
0.942 
0.420 

Na 

0.967 
0.960 
0.975 
0.985 
0.983 
0.993 
0.996 
0.999 
1.003 
1.001 
1.002 
1.000 
1.010 
1.006 
1.005 
0.984 
1.045 
1.040 
1.025 
1.024 
1.027 
1.030 
1.040 
1.027 
1.069 
1,027 
1,247 

0 

% 
0.991 
0.991 
0.994 
0.992 
0.995 
1.000 
0.997 
1.001 
1,000 
1.001 
1.001 
1.002 
1.001 
1,000 
1.004 
1.016 
0.984 
0.986 
0.999 
1,003 
1,004 
1,007 
1,014 
1,003 
1,017 
1.004 
1.109 

Fe 

0.999 
0.999 
1.001 
I.0O4 
1.005 
1.003 
1.001 
1.000 
0.999 
1.000 
0.999 
1.002 
1.000 
1.001 
1.002 
1.019 
0.971 
0.982 
0.995 
0.999 
0.999 
1.003 
0.990 
1.012 
0.997 
1.002 
1.017 

Cr-Ni 

0.982 
0.982 
0.990 
0.998 
1.001 
1.001 
1.000 
0.999 
0,999 
1.000 
0.999 
1.003 
0,996 
1.004 
1.004 
1.020 
0.981 
0.991 
1.001 
1.007 
1.008 
1.013 
1.004 
1.022 
1.022 
1.012 
1,067 
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diffusion theory: 

B: = 6.0095 X 10"* ( E N D F / B 1968 Data) 

7 Ail/ 
M 

(edge loading) 2) ^ - ' " ^ , 
Bl keff 6 

3) The 2D results presented here were obtained with 
27 groups and 30 x 19 mesh points (R-Z). The 
change in eigenvalue due to doubling the number 
of mesh points in either direction was found to be 
only of the order of a few hundredths percent fc:. 

4) The change in Pu-239 alpha (capture-to-fission 
cross section ratio) from the low to the high val
ues resulted in 1.5% change in eigenvalue. The 
alpha change was made according to Gwin's 
data,^ keeping the sum of the capture and fission 
cross sections constant. 

5) Two-dimensional calculations of the prompt neu
tron lifetime (p, the effective delayed neutron 

TABLE II-16-XII. Two-DIMENSIONAL DIFFUSION THEORY 
CRITICALITY CALCULATION OF ZPPR ASSEMBLY 2, THE 

DEMONSTUATIO,\ REACTOR BENCHMARK 

ENDF/B (1968) Data 

Honiogeiieouslv self-shielded cross sections from 

Heterogeneously self-shielded cross sections from 
MC^ (Pu-239, Pu-240, Pu-241, Mo, U-238) 

Cell fliix-weighted heterogeneously self-shielded 
cross sections from MC^ (the best estimate 
possible) 

The best estimate including the transport effect 
correction 

Eigenvalue of 
the System, k 

0.9725 

0.9782 

0.9912 

0.9947 

fraction /3e//, and the conversion factor of in
hours to percent reactivity are: 

13 cr, = 0.003180 

fp = 5.578 X 1 0 - ' sec 

Ih/%fc = 1015.7. 

PERTURBATION CALCULATIONS 

Two-dimensional perturbation calculations were 
made to obtain reactivity worths for Pu-239, Pu-240, 
U-235, U-238, and sodium. The compositions and di
mensions of the ZPPR-2 were the same as described 
elsewhere in this report. The perturbation calculations 
used homogeneous resonance self-shielded cross sections 
from MC-. These results are given for the convenience 
of experimentalists prior to the actual measurements of 
reactivity traverses. 

Although the assembly used in the calculation was 
the initial critical core (not the official ZPPR Assem
bly 2 with 50/50 core volume), the results given in 
Table II-16-XIII are not much different from those for 
two later cores. The calculated central reactivity 
worths of Pu-239, Pu-240, and U-235 given in Table 
II-16-XIII were found to be about 15% higher than 
the earlier MACH-1 calculations which used the 
MC--generated cross sections for the inner core zone 
everywhere in the ZPPR-2 mockup regions. Consider
ing the one-dimensional approximation and the cross 
sections generated for a single zone for the MACH-1 
calculations, a difference of this magnitude is not sur
prising. In fact, the reactivity worth of U-238 at the 
core center (in Table II-16-XIII) is 6% higher than 
the MACH-1 value, but the central sodium worth was 
found to be 50% higher than the MACH-1 value. In 

TABLE II-16-XIII. REACTIVITY WORTHS 

Region Description 

Core center 
Axial average near core axis 
Inner zone radial average near the core midplane 
Inner core zone average 
Outer core zone average 
Inner zone radial average near the core-axial blanket boundary 
Inner zone axial average near the two core zone boundary 
Outer zone axial average near the core radius, 80 cm 
Outer zone radial average near the core midplane 
Outer zone radial average near the core-axial blanket boundary 

OF PLUTONIUM, URANIUM, ANU SODIUM 

Reactivity Worth of Isotope, 
10-'At/*'-kg-

Pu-239 

14.0 
9.8 

10.97 
7.74 
3.40 
3.07 
5.5 
3.74 
5.52 
1.06 

Pu-240 

-1-1.356 
-1-0.93 
-1-1.13 
-1-0.79 
-1-0.71 
4-0.20 
-1-0.704 
-fO.545 
-F0.734 
4-0.132 

U-235 

11.75 
8.3 
9.13 
6.5 
2.4 
2.82 
4.47 
2.82 
3.96 
1.14 

U-238 

- 0 . 9 1 
- 0 . 5 8 
- 0 . 6 9 
- 0 . 4 5 
- 0 . 1 2 
-0 .095 
- 0 . 3 0 
- 0 . 1 4 
- 0 . 2 2 
- 0 . 0 2 

Nl 

-0.41 
-0.066 
-0.30 

-a.m 
-1-0.19 
4-0.31 
4-0.01 
4-0.18 
-0.17 
4-0.22 
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addition to the central reactivity worth, the inner zone 
and outer zone average reactivity worths near the core 
axis and near the core radius of 80 cm are also given. 
The outer core zone is split into equal volumes at a 
core radius of about 80 cm. The reactivity worths near 
the core and axial blanket boundary averaged radially 
over the inner zone and over the outer core zone are 
also given in Table II-16-XIII . 

CONCLUSIONS 

From the foregoing discussions and the information 
available to date, the following conclusions are made: 

1) The cells chosen for the ZPPR-2 can be ade
quately approximated by the simple two-region 
equivalence principle for heterogeneous reso
nance self-shielding. The resonance self-shielding 
heterogeneity effect was calculated to be 0.6% fc. 

2) The transport flux-weighting over the core cells 
in ZPPR-2 resulted in a spatial heterogeneity on 
the eigenvalue, k, of 1.3%. The total heterogene
ity effect in ZPPR-2 is, therefore, 1.9% fc. 

3) The calculated eigenvalue of the system using 
ENDF/B (1968) cross sections was 0.994 which 
includes heterogeneity effects and 0.35% trans
port effect correction. The good prediction in the 
two-dimensional criticality calculation with the 

E N D F / B (1%8) data for ZPPR-2 is fortuitous 
and must be due to the cancellation of errors, 
because the capture-to-fission cross section ratio 
alpha in Pu-239 alone can change the eigem'alue 
by 1.5% if the high alpha values are used instead 
of the low values in the E N D F / B (1968) data. 

4) The measured critical mass in the initial as-built 
ZPPR-2 was 1066 kg (Pu-239 + Pu-241), which 
is to be compared with the calculated critical 
mass of 1095 kg using the E N D F / B (19681. 
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11-17. Zero Power P l u t o n i u m Reactor (ZPPR) Assembly 2 Noise Studies 

W. K. LEHTO 

A polarity correlation system which utilizes the 
SEL-840 computer has been implemented to do noise 
studies on the ZPPR critical assemblies. The system 
samples the instantaneous sign of the analog signal 
from each of two detectors and calculates the polarity 
cross-correlation function. The system is patterned 
after Cohn's' system and is shown schematically in 
Fig. II-17-1. Data from each detector are used as 
input to trigger circuits which sense the level of the 
input (positive or negative) and generate a corre
sponding logic signal. The logic signals are time sam
pled by a computer-controlled shift register. After 
input of a set number of 24-bit words, the correlation 
function is calculated and displayed as a printout and 
on the CRT. The dual registers and exclusive-or in
structions of the computer permit a considerable re
duction in calculational time over that required in 
computers not similarly equipped. The cross-correla

tion function is calculated for 24 delays from 1000 
input words sampled at a bit rate of up to 20 >«sec bit, 
with continuous updating. 

Additional flexibility has been incorporated into this 
system by the addition of an ex-or gate and a revers
ing scaler which allows measurements of the polarity 
coherence function.- The positive and negative signals 
from the trigger circuits are compared by the ex-or 
gate which provides a positive logic signal whenever 
the inputs are in phase and a negative signal wdien 
they are out of phase. These signals instruct a revers
ing scaler to count external clock pulses up or down. 
The net result is related to the coherence function by 

p = sin - Gil) 

where p is the coherence function and C(t) is the ratio 
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F I G . II-17-2. ZPPR Assembly 2 Polarity Correlation Func
tions. ANL-ID-10S-A11S84. 

of the scaler counts to the total number of clock pulses. 
The coherence function is related to reactivity. This 
system is expected to be used to supplement other 
methods of measuring large negative reactivities. 

Typical measured polarity correlation functions are 
shown in Fig. II-17-2 for several degrees of subcritical
ity. The decay constant at critical, «„ = fie„/C, was 
extracted from the data by a least squares fit of the 
function Ci2(i) = Ai 4- A2e~°' to the data. The ex
perimental critical alpha was 6003 ± 120 sec~'. Cal
culated values of 6340 sec" ' and 6280 sec- ' were 
obtained from a MACH-1 spherical geometry calcula
tion, and from a two-dimensional diffusion theory per
turbation calculation, respectively. E N D F / B cross 
sections were used for both calculations. 

The agreement between the calculation and meas
urement is considered adequate. It should be noted 
that the calculated value is higher than the experimen
tal value, consistent with other studies.^ 
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11-18. Fas t N e u t r o n Spec trum Measurement s i n the Zero Power P l u t o n i u m 
Reactor (ZPPR) and ZPR-3 Critical Assembl ies 

G. G. SIMONS 

INTRODUCTION 

A description of previously unreported fast-neutron 
spectrum measurements completed at the ZPPR and 
ZPR-3 reactors are presented in chronological order. 
Both the data acquisition system and the analysis 
methods were improved during this period. Each spe
cific spectrometer configuration and analysis technique 
used for the critical assemblies are reported. Moreover, 
each counter/drawer arrangement used is shown. 

EXPERIMENTAL EQUIPMENT 

Two pairs of cylindrical proportional counters, two 
different electronic configurations, and four counter/ 
drawer configurations were used to complete these 
spectrum measurements. Standardization of the basic 
associated electronics is nearing completion (see Paper 
III-17). However the optimum choice of counter pair 
and counter/drawer configurations depends on the spe
cific reactor environment in which the neutron spectra 
are being studied. The various counter/drawer config
urations used for each spectrum measurement are dis
cussed under Fast Neutron Spectra Measured. 

One pair of proportional counters used included a 5 
atm total pressure, predominately hydrogen-filled 
counter, 1.59 cm in diam, and a 5 atm total pressure, 
predominately methane-filled, 2.54 cm diam counter. 
The other pair of counters consisted of a 0.953 cm 
diam hydrogen-filled counter containing 10 atm of 
total pressure and a 1.59 cm diam methane-filled 
counter with 8.2 atm of predominantly methane gas. 
All four counters had a 0.70 mil anode and a sensitive 
length of two diameters. Each counter also contained a 
small amount of nitrogen gas for calibration. 

Data were generally obtained with the hydrogen-
filled counters using either five or six high-voltage set
tings. The number of high voltages used depended 
upon the desired fractional overlap between data sets 
and on the total energy range spanned by the chamber. 
Typically, for six high voltages, proton recoil data of 
the hydrogen chambers covered the energy range from 
about 0.4 to 110 keV with a 30% overlap. 

Three high voltage settings were used to cover the 
energy range from about 90 keV to 2.4 MeV with the 
methane-filled chambers. 

The smaller pair of counters was used for the ZPPR 
Assembly 2 and the ZPR-3 EBR-2 series of spectra 
studies. Advantage was taken of the reduced counter 
efficiency to measure neutron spectra under more se

vere gamma ray background conditions and in a higher 
neutron field than was possible with the larger cham
bers. It was therefore possible to diminish the problems 
associated with exceeding the count-rate limitations 
imposed upon the electronics. 

All of the reported spectra were measured with the 
associated electronics operating in a dual-parameter, 
gamma ray discrimination mode with a Data Ma
chines 622 on-line, 18-bit, 8K computer. However, the 
associated electronics used to obtain the ZPPR-1 / 
FTR-2 and ZPR-3 Assembly 58 data consisted of a 
basic system similar to that shown in Fig. III-17-1 
without the pulse selector and two linear gates. For all 
measurements following ZPR-3 Assembly 58 measure
ments, the improved high-count-rate electronics shown 
in Fig. III-17-1, including pulse pile-up rejection cir
cuitry, were used. Proper operation of this new spec
trometer at count rates exceeding 30,000 cps for the 
methane counter and 10,000 cps for the hydrogen 
counter was verified in the Argonne Fast Source Reac
tor (AFSR). The maximum possible count rate limit 
has not been determined for this system. The upper 
limit will be set by the saturation-inducing events in 
the hydrogen counter. 

CETECTOR CALIBRATION 

Both the hydrogen and the methane-filled counters 
were calibrated in the AFSR thermal column just prior 
to each neutron spectrum measurement. This was a 
standard calibration procedure, which used the mono
energetic protons from the N"(i i ,p)C' ' ' reaction in
duced by thermal neutrons in the nitrogen gas within 
the detector chambers to determine a relationship be
tween gas multiplication (A) and voltage (V) for each 
counter. The calibration data were reduced on the 
Data Machines 622 computer using a new FORTRAN 
code (see Ref. 1). This code performs a least-squares fit 
to the straight-line relation (In A)/V' versus V, where 
I is a variable parameter chosen to minimize the sum 
of the squared errors associated with the fit. 

During data acquisition, a precision reference pulser 
was used to determine recoil proton keV per channel 
based on settings obtained during calibration. 

DATA REDUCTION 

Two codes, the original PSNS'^' and a newer code 
PSNS-Xi" , both operational on the ZPPR SEL 840MP 
computer, are available for data analysis. Raw pro-
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ton-recoil data for ZPPR- l /FTR-2 and ZPR-3 Assem
bly 58 (data accumulated with the larger pair of 
counters) were analyzed with PSNS since PSNS-X was 
not operational at that time. The PSNS-X code was 
used to analyze the other reported data. 

The two data sets analyzed with PSNS were cor
rected for detector response distortions using measured 
response functions. They were also corrected for car
bon recoils. However W (energy loss per ion pair) for 
hydrogen and methane was assumed constant for all 
proton energies. 

The PSNS-X code corrected tbe raw proton data for 
distortions induced by non-uniform electric fields at 

the counter ends and for carbon recoils. These electric 
field corrections were based on calculated response 
functions for each detector.' Also, the energ>--depend-
ent variation in W for the low-energy hydrogen-filled 
counter data w'as included in the analysis according to 
a prescription based on data taken by Werle et al.' 

FAST NEUTRON SPECTRA MEASURED 

ZPPR-I/FTR-2 

Neutron spectrum measurements were made over the 
energy range from 329 eV to 2.37 MeV in both the 
reflector and shield. The spectra were measured close 

FIG. II-18-1. Matrix Drawer Containing the 1.59 cm diam Hydrogen Proportional Counter and Preamplifier. A.\L-ID-103-.Alli9S 

F I G . II-18-2. ZPPR-l /FTR-2 Reflector Neutron .Spectrum at Matrix Position 137-23. ANL-ID-103-A11184. 
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to the axial midplane in matrix positions 137-23 and 
137-15. This corresponded to locations near the center 
of the reflector and shield annuli, respectively. 

Figure II-18-1 shows the detector drawer containing 
the 1.59 cm diam hydrogen-filled counter and pream
plifier. As shown, the counter was encased in a 0.25-
in.-thick lead sleeve. 

The neutron spectrum measured in the reflector is 
shown in Fig. II-18-2. For this measurement, the 
fueled safety, control, and poison safety rods were 
completely withdrawn. Under these conditions, tbe re
actor was 1.67%i Afc/fc subcritical. 

During the shield-spectrum measurement (see Fig. 
II-18-3) the reactor was 0.0896% Afc/fc subcritical. All 

the poison rods were completely withdrawn. Also, Con
trol Rods No. 1 at (135-39), No. 3 at (139-43), and 
No. 4 at (239-43) were completely withdrawn. Control 
Rods No. 2 at (239-35) and No. 5 at (139-35) and all 
fueled safety rods were completely inserted, while 
Control Rod No. 6 at (235-39) was withdrawn 1.704 
in. 

The data in the reflector spectrum clearly indicate 
the presence of the nickel, which has large cross-sec
tion resonances at 15.5 and 65 keV. The cross-section 
minima in the nickel and iron at about 30 keV and 
slightly above 100 keV are evident, as well as the 
sodium resonance at 2.8 keV. 

Since the shield w'as composed primarily of stainless 

F I G . II-18-3. ZPPR-l /FTR-2 Shield Neutron Spectrum Measured at Position 137-15, ANL-ID-103-A11183. 

UEWT (KEV) 

FlQ. II-18-4. ZPR-3 Assembly 58 Neutron Spectrum Measured at Position l-P-16. ANL-ID-10S-A2021. 
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steel, the major spectrum shape in the shield is a result 
of the large iron cross-section resonances. However, the 
chromium resonance at 53 keV and the sodium reso
nance at 2.8 keV account for the flux depressions at 
these energies. 

ZPR-3 ASSEMBLY 68 

The fast neutron spectrum was measured over the 
energy range 0.33 keV to 2.37 MeV near the center of 
Assembly 58 (see Fig. II-18-4). For this measurement, 
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the counter pair and matrix/drawer configuration were 
both the same as those used in ZPPR-l/FTR-2. The 
counters were positioned in matrix position l-P-16 
with their centers of active volumes four inches from 
the reactor interface. 

The rate of ionization in the detectors from neutrons 
plus gamma rays in the critical configuration with all 
control and safety rods withdrawn was too high for 
proper operation of the spectrometer system. There
fore, some of the outermost core drawers were removed 
from the reactor and replaced by radial reflector. The 

core outline at the loading used contained 70 matrix 
positions in Half 1 and 69 matrix positions in Half 2. 
The measurements were made with no core material in 
position l-P-16, and all the control and safety rods 
withdrawn, i.e., at close to 7% Afc/fc subcritical. 

This relatively soft neutron spectrum clearly reflects 
the presence of the iron in the core, especially at ap
proximately 30 and 85 keV which correspond to two 
large iron resonance regions. Similarly, other flux de
pressions may be attributable either to further iron 
resonances or to nickel, chromium and aluminum reso-

FiG. 11-18-7. ZPPR Assembly 2 Neutron Spectrum from Lead-Covered Detectors in Matrix Position 137-37. ANL-ID-IOS-AII4IO 

I 

i 

V-
I -

i 

s 

Ar 

= ' 5 ^ ^ ^ ' ^ % ^ ^ 

. 

-

H A 

^~~^ 

v^ 

FIG. II-18-8. ZPPR Assembly 2 Experimental and Smoothed MC^ Calculated Spectra at Matrix Location 137-37. ANL-ID-
lOS-AU^ie. 



162 / / . Fast Reactor Physics 

nances. I t is difficult to truly evaluate the causes of 
these flux depressions because of the basic overall lack 
of structure present in the spectrum. 

Three fast-neutron spectrum measurements were 
made over the energy range 0.9 keV to 1.8 MeV at two 
locations in ZPPR Assembly 2. This was the first as
sembly in which the neutron spectra were measured 
with the smaller pair of proportional counters. The 
counters positioned with their centers of active vol
umes five inches from the reactor interface were con

tained in partially voided drawers in matrix positions 
137-37 and 127-47. Figure II-18-5 shows these drawer 
configurations containing the two counters, preampli
fiers, and reactor materials. 

The central measurement configuration, made at ap
proximately 2% Afc/fc subcritical, consisted of replac
ing the core drawer in position 137-37 with the counter 
drawer and withdrawing all control and poison rods. 
For the outer-core measurement, poison rods Nos. 5, 7, 
10, and 18 and all control rods were withdrawn. The 
reactor was 1.4% Afc/fc subcritical. 

An auxiliary experiment was run in location 137-37, 

F I G . II-18-9. ZPPR Assembly 2 Experimental and Ultrafine M C Calculated Spectra at J lalr ix Location 137-37. ANL-ID-IOS-
AII4IS. 

F I G . 

AII4II 
11-18-10. ZPPR Assembly 2 Experimental and Ultrafine M C Calculated .Spectra at Matrix Location 127-47. ANL-ID-tOS-
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FIG. 11-18-12. ZPR-3 Assembly 61 Neutron Spectrum Measured in Location I-P-16 (Core Center) with the Proton-Recoil Propor
tional Counters. ANL-ID-I0S-A2146. 

using the detector configurations shown in Fig. H-IS-O 
to ascertain the effect of encasing the detectors in Yi 
in. of lead. Calculations were made which showed that 
neutron scattering in a lead sleeve would not apprecia
bly change the neutron spectrum from 1 keV to 1 
MeV.'*' The results of this experiment were required to 

determine if the lead would modify the neutron angu
lar distribution such that the heterogeneity effect of 
the drawer loadings around the detectors would be de
creased. 

The two spectra measured at 137-37 are shown in 
Figs. II-18-7 and II-8-8. (Note that the smooth curve 



164 77. Fast Reactor Physics 

F I G . 11-18-13. ZPR-3 Assembly 61 Neutron Spectrum Measured in Location 1-P-ll (Core Center) with the Proton-Recoil Pro
portional Counters. ANL-ID-103-A11407. 

F I G . 11-18-14. ZPR 3 Assembly 61 Neutron Spectrum Measured in Location l-P-9 (Reflector) with the Proton-Recoil Proportional 
Counters. ANL-ID-103-A11406. 

superimposed on the measured points in Fig. II-18-8 is 
the MC- calculated spectrum discussed below.) No 
measurable change resulted from encasing the detec
tors in Vs in. of lead. Thus the presence of lead did not 
aid in overcoming the heterogeneity of the plate-type 
environment in which the measurement was made. 
However, the lead sleeves could be used to decrease the 
gamma-ray background in this environment if the 
gamma-ray flux were too severe for otherwise proper" 
operation of these detectors. 

Figures II-18-9 and 11-18-10 compare the measured 
spectra and a preliminary fundamental-mode, 1980-
group calculation using the MG^ code. The calculated 

flux at location 137-37, smoothed with an energy-de
pendent Gaussian window function, are shown in Fig. 
II-18-8. This fundamental-mode model should be valid 
near the core center. In the outer-core position (147-
27), the actual neutron spectrum would be softer than 
the theoretical spectrum, as shown in Fig. 11-18-10. 

ZPK-3 ASSEMBLY 61 

Neutron spectra were measured in matrix positions 
l-P-16, l -P -U and l-P-9. The counter/drawer config
uration is shown in Fig. 11-18-11, except that the voids 
at the back of the drawers contained reactor materials. 
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By removing the drawer ends, it was possible to posi
tion the center of the active detector volumes closer to 
the centerline of this small core. Thus the counter tips 
were extended into a void in matrix positions 2-P-16, 
2-P-ll and 2-P-9. The three spectra are shown in Figs. 
11-18-12 through 11-18-14. The relatively hard spec
trum combined with the high residual gamma-ray 
background present at the core center (l-P-16) made 
it impossible to measure the neutron spectrum below 
2.2 keV. 
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11-19. ZPR-9 Assembly 25: Descript ion axd Experimental Resul t s 

L. G. LESAGE and W. R. ROBINSON 

INTRODUCTION 

Assembly 25 of ZPR-9 was a small, fast, uranium-
fueled, zoned assembly with a null reactivity (i.e., fc^ 
= 1) central test zone. The central zone, which was 
composed almost entirely of enriched and depleted 
uranium, had a relatively hard neutron energy spec
trum with few resonance energy neutrons. 

.\ssembly 25 was the third in a series of assemblies 
with null central zones. The other two, ZPR-9 Assem
bly 24 (a uranium assembly) and ZPR-3 Assembly 55 
(a plutonium assembly), had relatively soft spectra 
due to about 50 volume percent graphite in the null 
zone; they were designed primarily for Pu-239 and 
U-235 capture-to-fission ratio measurements. The cal
culated broad group spectra for Assemblies 24 and 25 
are shown in Fig. II-19-1 for comparison. The spectra 

of Assemblies 24 and 55 were similar. The results of 
the Assembly 24 and Assembly 55 measurements and a 
discussion of the null reactivity technique are included 
in Ref. 1. 

From the measurements of the null composition and 
the various capture and fission ratios for U-235, U-238, 
and Pu-239 on Assemblies 24 and 55, it appeared that 
both the Pu-239 and U-238 fission rates were signifi
cantly underpredicted by the E N D F / B cross sections 
while the U-238 capture and the U-235 fission and 
capture rates were predicted correctly. Possible errors 
in the fission cross sections or a spectral effect resulting 
from an error jn the U-238 inelastic scattering cross 
section- are suggested by these results. The soft spectra 
in Assemblies 24 and 55 made interpretation of the 
results difficult, however, because of the uncertainty in 
the resonance region heterogenity correction and the 
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uncertainty in the alpha of Pu-239. Tbe measurements 
planned for Assembly 25 were aimed at resolving some 
of the uncertainties in the U-238 and Pu-239 cross 
sections and, in addition, they were designed to com
plement the earlier measurements on Assemblies 24 
and 55 in order to better isolate the energy regions of 
cross section uncertainty. 

A description of Assembly 25 and tbe available ex
perimental results are included in the following sec
tions. The reaction rate measurements are currently 
being re-evaluated, however, so they are not included. 
Since these are the key measurements for evaluating 
the cross section uncertainties discussed above, neither 
a comparison of the results with analysis nor a de
tailed discussion of the results is included in this 
paper. 

DESCRIPTION or ASSEMBLY 25 

ZPR-9 Assembly 25 was a small, fast, cylindrical 
zoned critical assembly with a null central zone sur
rounded by concentric buffer, driver, and reflector re
gions as shown in Figs. II-19-2 and II-19-3. 

Drawer plate loading arrangements are shown in 
Fig. II-19-4. The initial null central zone was com-
|)osed primarily of enriched and depleted uranium with 
a small amount of 45% dense aluminum to fill out the 
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drawers, and the stainless steel in the matrix and 
drawers. The calculated neutron spectrum in the cen
tral zone was relatively hard, with over 95% of the flux 
aboN'e 25 keV. The high energy part of the spectrum 
(>1 MeV) was also somewhat depleted due to the 
inelastic scattering in U-238. 

The enriched uranium-fueled driver contained about 
64 volume percent graphite to make it more reactive 
and to reduce the required critical loading. The buffer 
contained about 74 volume percent depleted uranium 
and 11 volume percent aluminum. Its effect was to 
considerably harden the relatively soft spectrum enter
ing from the driver and better match it to the charac
teristic spectrum of the null zone. The ratios of en
riched uranium to graphite in the driver and of de
pleted uranium to aluminum in the buffer were varied 
considerably in the design studies in order to balance 
the competing demands of low critical mass and opti
mum spectral matching in the null zone. 

An elevation drawing of the assembly is shown in 
Fig. II-19-5. Thickness of the stainless steel drawer 
ends and of the spring gap are included in the axial 
dimension. Nickel plates in the axial reflector were 
included to further reduce the critical loading and to 
slightly flatten the axial power. The thickness of nickel 
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Two additional null composition zones, designated as 
zones 2 and 3, were constructed inside the initial null 
zone loaded into Assembly 25, as indicated in Fig. 
II-19-6. The unit-cell loading in the first null zone, 
designated as zone 1, contained four Y32 '"• enriched 
uranium plates distributed uniformly in the drawer. 

TABLE II-IU-I. ZPR-9 .\.-<SEMIII,V 25 P \R\MKTEKS 

.\tomic Concentrations, I C atoms cm^ 

25.87 
Radial Position, cm 

FIG. II-19-5. Elevation Drawing, ZPR-9 Assembly 25. 
.4A7> Neg. No. 118-627. 

in the axial reflector was limited by the available sup
ply at the time of Assembly 25. 

Table II-19-I lists the regional averaged homogene
ous atomic concentrations, the critical mass, measured 
control rod worths, and the calculated kinetic parame
ters for Assembly 25. The void caused by a partially 
inserted control rod at tbe critical condition has been 
averaged over the entire driver region, thus reducing 
the critical mass and the atomic concentration. 

Material 

U-234 
U-236 
U-236 
U-238 
C 
Al 
Fe 
Cr 
Ni 

Null Zone 
1 

0.020 
2.140 
0.010 

33.233 

— 
1.649 
6.837 
1.952 
0.864 

Buffer 

— 
0.073 

— 
33.959 

— 
6.255 
6.837 
1.952 
0.864 

Driver 

0.044 
4.474 
0.021 
0.255 

51.218 

— 
12.907 
3.684 
1.631 

Stainless 
Steel 

Reflector 

— 
— 
— 
— 
— 

56.472 
16.115 
7.136 

Depleted 
Reflector 

_ 
0.081 

— 
39.9.30 

_ 
— 

4.332 
1.140 
0.540 

Critical mass, kg U-235 475.3 
Measured dual purpose fuel bearing 
control rod worths, % Ak/k 

control rods 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9 0.24 
control rods 5, 10 0.29 

Prompt neutron lifetime, sec 2.95 x 10~^ 
Effective delayed neutron fraction 7,09 X 10"^ 
lh/%Ak/k 432.8 

file:///R/MKTEKS
file:///tomic
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The entire central region was loaded as zone 1. In zone 
2 the four Y^^ in. enriched plates were bunched to
gether at the center of the unit-cell. The measured 
change in the null composition between zones 1 and 2 
was designed as a test of the analytical techniques 
used to predict plate heterogeneity corrections. Zone 2 
was loaded in the centra] 21 drawers in each half. The 
part of the central zone outside of the zone 2 region 
remained loaded as zone 1. Zone 3 consisted of a very 
small plutonium-aluminum alloy and depleted ura
nium null zone at the center of zone 2 as indicated in 
Fig. II-19-6. Zone 3 contained less than 1 kg of pluto
nium, the maximum amount of plutonium allowed in 
ZPR-9 at the time of Assembly 25. The exact plate 
loadings of the null samples for each of the three null 
zones are given in the following section. 

Calculations indicate that the equilibrium spectrum 
characteristic of the null material was achieved rea
sonably well in both zones 1 and 2. The spectral 
matching in zone 3 was, of course, not as good, and 
this must be considered when evaluating the zone 3 
results. 

ASSEMBLY 25 EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS 

The available experimental results for Assembly 25 
are contained in this section. This includes the null 
composition measurements, reactivity worth measure
ments of the materials in the central zone unit-cell 
using the axial oscillator, central and radial reactivity 
measurements using the radial sample changer, the 
normalization integral measurement using a Cf-252 

source, and additional special measurements to test the 
null reactivity technique. The reaction rate results are 
currently being re-evaluated and will be published at a 
later date. 

NULL COMPOSITION 

The null zone was loaded initially with the calcu
lated null composition. Measurements were then made 
to experimentally determine the null composition. An 
axial oscillator (see Fig. III-22-2 of Ref. 3) and a 
calibrated autorod were used in making reactivity 
worth measurements of small samples of representative 
null zone material with respect to void at the zone 
center. The autorod was a thin tapered polyethylene 
spear which was controlled to hold the reactor power 
constant. Ap/Aa: for the spear was constant so that the 
change in reactivity associated with sample insertion 
was proportional to the change in the autorod position, 
and the average rod position was obtained by integrat
ing over a preset time interval, the output from a po
tentiometer whose voltage was proportional to rod po
sition. The constant Ap/As: value for the autorod spear 
was experimentally confirmed by making several 
measurements of the worth of a small sample with the 
autorod adjusted to several locations spanning its total 
travel. The results are given in Table II-19-II. The 
sequence of operation for the reactivity measurements 
was as follows: sample inserted to core center by oscil
lator; waiting time of 1 to 2 min for reactor to stabi
lize; autorod integration time of 2 to 5 min; oscillator 
driven out; sample removed and oscillator driven back 
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TABLE II-19-II. WORTH OF SMALL SAMPLE AS A FUNCTION 

OF AUTOROD POSITION* 

Average Autorod Insertion 
{% distance from in to out) 

12 
28 
54 
65 
78 

Sample Worth, 
Ih 

0.232 ± 0.004 
0.233 ± 0.002 
0,235 ± 0.003 
0.235 ± 0.003 
0.232 ± 0.002 

» The sample was worth about 6'̂ c' of the autorod worth so 
that at 12%, for example, the autorod moved between 9 and 
15% insertion when the sample \va.s oscillated. 

TABLE II-19-III. ASSEMULY 25 NULL COMPOSITION W E I O H T 

UATIUS" 

Null Composition 
Relative Weights 

Enriched uranium*" 
Plutonium^ 
Depleted uranium'' 
304 Stainless steel 
.\lumiiiuin 

1.000 

15.155±0.04 
1.009 
0.0909 

1.000 

15.364 ± 0 . 0 6 
1.009 
0,0753 

1,000 
22.165 ± 0 , 0 6 

2.465 
0.2192 

" The quoted values are based on the measurement of the 
sample closest to null and corrected to the exact null using the 
measured material worths. 

^ The isotopic composition of the enriched uranium was 
0.91 w/o U-234, 93.24 w/o U-235, 0.44 w/o U-236 and 5.41 w/o 
U-238. 

^ The isotopic composition of the plutonium was 95.06 w/o 
Pu-239, 4.55 w/o Pu-240, 0.44 w/o Pu-241 and 0.006 w/o Pu-242. 

'' The isotopic composition of the depleted uranium was 0,21 
w/o U-235 and 99,79 w/o U-238, 

into core; waiting time (as before); integration time 
(as before). The cycle is repeated several times to 
improve statistics and to cancel drift.'' 

The samples consisted of plates of enriched and de
pleted uranium and low-density aluminum (similar to 
the unit cell drawer loadings in the null zone) and they 
were contained in thin wall 2 X 2 X 2 in. stainless 
steel boxes. The ratio of depleted uranium to alumi
num was varied in the samples in order to predict the 
exact null composition. The entire null zone was then 
loaded to this composition and the null composition 
rechecked, since the reloading may have caused a 
change in the spectrum which, in turn, would affect the 
worth of the null box. It was found in all three null 
zone assemblies, however, that the worth of the null 
sample did not change significantly after the reloading 
and that one reloading of the null zone was all that 
was necessary. 

The null composition results for zones 1, 2, and 3 of 
Assembly 25 are given in Tables II-19-III through 

II-19-V. Table II-19-III gives the null composition 
weight ratios. Table II-19-IV gives the unit-cell plate 
arrangements, and Table II-19-V gives the null atomic 
concentrations for zones 1, 2, and 3. The data in Ta
bles II-19-III through II-19-V are based on the meas
urement of the sample or samples closest to null and 
corrected to the exact null using the measured material 
worths. The uncertainty in the null measurement has 
been lumped into the weight ratio of depleted uranium 
to enriched uranium or plutonium, as indicated in 
Table II-19-III, while the weights of stainless steel 

TABLE II-19-IV. UNIT-CELL PLATE ARRANGEMENTS FOR 

THE NULL SAMPLES' 

Zone 1 

Material 

SS 
Al 
11 
E 
D 
E 
D 
Al 
D 
E 

n 
E 
D 
Al 

Thickness, 
cm 

0.366 
0.152 
0,635 
0,0793 
0.953 
0,0793 
0.635 
0.063 
0.565 
0.0793 
0.953 
0.0793 
0,635 
0,152 

Zone 2 

Material 

SS 
AI 
D 
E 
D 
Al 

Thickness, 
cm 

0.306 
0.152 
2.222 
0.3175 
2.222 
0.152 

Zone 3 

Material 

SS 
Void 
D 
Pui-
D 
Al 

Thickness, 
cm 

0.457 
0.850 
1.587 
0.3175 
1.746 
0.476 

' The symbols used in the tables are SS—304 Stainless Steel, 
Al—45% dense aluminum, E—enriched uranium and D^—de
pleted uranium. 

*• Pu is for the Pu-AI alluy plate canned in stainless steel. 
The plate and can includes 01.64 g of Pu, 10.19 g of SS and 0.73 
g of Al. The isotopic composition of the Pu is indicated in foot
note c of Table II-19-III. 

TABLE II-19-V. SUMMARY OF ATOMIC CONCENTRATIONS IN 

THE NULL SAMPLES, 10^' atoras/cm' 

Material 

U-234 
U-235 
U-236 
U-238 
Pu-239 
Pu-240 
Pu-241 
Pu-242 

Fe 
Ni 
Cr 
Al 

Zone 1 

0.0206 
2,173 
0.0099 

33,765 

— 
— 
— 
— 

0,839 
0.864 
1.952 
1.785 

Zone 2 

0.0206 
2.174 
0.0099 

34.208 

~ 
— 
— 
— 

6.839 
0.864 
1.952 
1.477 

Zone 3 

0.0536 

— 
25.127 

1.075 
0.0513 
0.0049 
0,00006 
8.538 
1.079 
2.437 
2.197 
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T.\BL1'^ II-19-VI, ME,\SUHED MATERIAL WORTHS IN THE NULL SA.MPLE PLATE ENVIRONMENT IN ZPll-9 ASSEMULY 25" 

Zone 1 

Material 

Enr. U 
Depl. U 
304 SS 
Al 
U-235 
U-238 

Weight, g 

5.17 
218.6 
85-9 
35.7 

— 
— 

Ih/kg 

-1-63.5 
- 3 . 2 3 
- 3 . 4 6 
- 6 . 7 9 
57.6 

- 3 . 3 6 

Zone 2 

Material 

Enr. U 
Enr. U 
Depl. U 
304 SS 
U-235 
U-238 

Weight, g 

5.17 
10,08 

147.7 
27.7 

— 

Ih/kg 

54.4 
63.5 

- 3 . 2 2 
- 3 , 3 3 
58.1 

- 3 , 3 5 

Zone 3 

Material 

Pu 
Depl, U 
304 SS 
Al 
Pu-2.39 

— 

Weight, g 

7.41 
146.2 
58.6 

8.60 

— 
— 

Ih/kg 

86.71 
-3.30 
-3.41 
-6.25 
90.3 

— 
» The statistical uncertainty in the reactivity values quoted in this table are approximately 1-2%. 
•• The values for U-235 and U-238 are derived from the Enr. U and Depl. U values. The value for Pu-239 was calculated from the 

Pu value using the calculated worths of Pu-240 and Pu-241. 

TABLE II-19-Vn. MEASURED WORTHS OF CYLINDRICAL 

SAMPLES IN Z P P - 9 ASSEMHLY 25 ZONE 1 T'SING THE PADIAL 

SAMPLE CH.\NGER* 

Material 

Enr. U 
Depl. U 
Pu 
Pn 
B (nat.) 
C 
Na 
Al 
304 SS 
U-235 
U-238 
Pu-239 
Pu-239 

Weight, 

3,084 
25.99 
3.482 

21.152 
0.5553 

33.44 
17.04 
53.07 
43.82 

— 
— 

3,445'' 
20.926'' 

SS Plug 
Length, 

in. 

0 
0 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
0 

— 
— 
— 
— 

Ih/kg 

52.9 
- 3 . 3 4 
80.4 
82.3 

-136 .0 
- 2 2 . 4 

- 7 . 4 8 
- 5 . 9 6 
- 3 . 4 7 
56.9 

- 3 . 4 7 
81.1 
83.0 

" Footnotes a and b of Tabic II-19-VI apply. 
^ Listed values are the weights of Pu-239 in the Pu samples. 

TABLE II-19-Vin. MEASURED M.VTERIAL WORTHS VERSUS 

RADIAL POSITION FOR ZPR-9 ASSEMBLY 25", Ih/kg 

Radial 
Position, 

cm 

0 
5.52 

11.05 
16.56 
22.10 
27.60 
33.12 
38.63 

Material and Weight 

Enr. U, 
3.084 g 

52.88 
50.16 
49.06 
48.83 
57.07 
43.19 
.37.42 
.38,65 

Al, 
53,07 g 

- 5 , 9 6 
- 5 , 7 4 
- 5 . 2 7 
- 4 . 6 9 
- 3 . 2 9 
- 0 . 8 8 
-1-6.89 

— 

SS, 
43.82 g 

- 3 , 4 7 
- 3 , 4 6 
- 3 , 3 7 
- 3 . 0 2 
- 1 . 5 7 
- 1 . 8 4 
-1-2.57 
-1-4,38 

" Footnote a of Table I1-1!)-\T applies. 

and aluminum are held constant. This is a convenient 
way to characterize the null composition, since it is the 
capture and fission in these isotopes that overwhelm
ingly determine the null composition. 

REACTIVITY WORTH MEASUREMENTS 

Two different sets of reactivity worth measurements 
were made on Assembly 25. The worths of the null 
zone constituent materials were measured at the zone 
center using tbe axial oscillator, calibrated autorod, 
and 2 X 2 X 2 in. plate-loaded samples. These meas
urements, which were made in all three zones, were 
used to make the small corrections from the measured 
null samples to the exact null composition. The proce
dure for these measurements was to measure the reac
tivity worth of a plate-loaded sample box, then remove 
a small part of one of the materials from the sample 
box and remeasure the sample worth. In this manner 
the worth of the material in its normal plate environ
ment is obtained. The sample box reactivity measure
ments were made using the procedure described in the 
previous section. The results of these plate-environ
ment worth measurements are included in Table 11-19-
VI. 

The other set of reactivity worth measurements on 
Assembly 25 were made with the pneumatic radial 
sample changer, the calibrated autorod, and cylindri
cal, annular samples. The samples were 2.0 in. long, 
0.87 in. in diam and had varying wall thicknesses. 
Both the radial sample changer and the cylindrical 
samples and holders are described in Ref. 5. ileasure
ments were made, in zone 1 only, both at the center of 
the null zone and along a radius at tbe axial midplane. 
These results are given in Tables II-IO-VII and II-
19-VIII. The ratios of aluminum worth and stainless 
steel worth to enriched uranium worth as a function of 
radius are plotted in Fig. II-19-7. The ratios are both 
normalized to 1.0 at the core center for better compari
son of the radial shapes. 

The primary purpose of the radial worth measure
ments in Assembly 25 was to experimentally confirm 
that the spectrum in the null zone had converged near 
the center to the equilibrium spectrum characteristic of 
the null composition. As discussed in Ref. 5, an indica
tion of zone spectrum convergence is obtained iHjjf 

JSf 
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FIO. II-19-7. Radial Worth Uatios, ZPR-9 Assembly 25. 
ANL Neg. No. 118-528. 

ratio of the worth of a scattering material, such as 
aluminum or stainless steel, to worth of an absorber 
like enriched uranium is relatively constant near the 
center of the zone. Comparison of the worth ratio 
curves given in Fig. II-19-7 to those shown in Figs. 
III-17-3, III-17-4 and III-17-5 of Ref. 5, suggests good 
spectral convergence in Assembly 25. Poor spectral 
convergence would result in a measured null that 
would differ slightly from the true infinite medium null 
composition. 

SPECTRUM MEASUREMENT 

The results of the Assembly 25 proton recoil counter 
central spectrum measurement are included in Paper 
11-22. They are compared with a spectrum calculated 
by the MC^ code using E N D F / B data. The measured 
spectrum appears to be significantly greater than the 
calculated spectrum above approximately 1 MeV and 
slightly lower from 200 keV to 1 MeV. This result is 
consistent with the suggestion that the inelastic scat
tering cross section for U-238 in E N D F / B is too large. 

Cf-252 SOURCE MEASUREMENTS 

The apparent reactivity worth of a calibrated Cf-
252 source was measured as a function of reactor 
power using the radial sample changer and the cali
brated autorod. The source was enclosed inside an alu
minum container which was placed inside one of the 
regular stainless steel sample holders used with the 
radial sample changer.' The source was calibrated to 

have a strength of (7.548 ± 0.030) X 10" neutrons/sec 
in April 1968. Using a half life of 2.621 yr for Cf-252, 
this gave a source strength of (5.07 ± 0.02) X 10" 
neutrons/sec at the time of the Assembly 25 measure
ments. 

The results of the Cf-252 reactivity measurements 
are shown in Fig. 11-19-8. The curve is of the form (a 
+ b/P), where a represents the power-level-independ
ent absorption and scattering terms (due to the source 
container) and b is the coefficient of the source term, 
which is inversely proportional to the power level, P. 

The Cf-252 measurements were made for two rea
sons: (1) to determine the Assembly 25 normalization 
integral (the denominator of the perturbation expres
sion) by the method described in Ref. 6, and (2) to be 
used in the reactivity-reaction rate Pu-239 and U-235 
capture-to-fission ratio (alpha) measurements. The 
preliminary value for the Assembly 25 normalization 
integral, using preliminary fission rate results, was 
(3.92 ± 0.15) X 10=. This value has been normalized 
such that both the source rate ( X) (''^i)i<t>i) and the 

fission spectrum weighted adjoint (J^Xi^f) ^'''^ unity 

at the center of Assembly 25. 

0 1,0 2,0 3,0 4,0 5,0 

l/Power i ( I / A m p s ) 10^ from channel 4 

F I G . II-19-8. Apparent Reactivity of Cf-252 Source in ZPR-9 
Assembly 25. ANL Neg. No. 118-534. 
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SPECIAL MEASUREMENTS TO CHECK THE 

NULL REACTIVITY TECHNIQUE 

-\ number of special measurements were made on 
Assembly 25 to evaluate some possible sources of ex
perimental error in determining the null compositions. 
These measurements are described in the following 
paragraphs. 

SAMPLE BOX SIZE 

Measurements were made to determine if the meas
ured null composition was a function of the size of the 
null sample. The null composition was determined 
using the full 2 X 2 X 2 in. samples and using 2 x 2 
X 1 in. and 2 X 1 X 1 in. samples as indicated in 
Table II-19-IX. These measurements were made in 
both zone 1 and zone 2. The null composition is char
acterized by the depleted uranium to enriched uranium 
weight ratio (DU/EU) while the ratios of aluminum 
and stainless steel to enriched uranium are held con
stant. The maximum spread in the DU/EU ratio, be
tween the full and quarter boxes on zone 2, is less than 
one percent and tbe uncertainties on the two values 
are overlapping. These results suggest that the null 
composition is not strongly affected by the sample 
size; however, they should not be considered conclu
sive since the range of sample sizes tested was not 
very great. The spectrum in Assembly 25 was rather 

TABLE II-19-IX. VARIATION OF THE NULL ENRICHED TO 
DEPLETED URANIUM WEIGHT RATIO AS A FUNCTION OF 

S.\MPLE Box SIZE FOR ZPR-9 ASSEMBLY 25 

Box 
Size 

Full 
Halt 
Half 
Quarter 

Box Dimension, in. 

Radial, 
Parallel 

to 
Plates 

2 
1 
2 
1 

Radial, 
Perpen
dicular 

to 
Plates 

2 
2 
1 
1 

.Axial 

2 
2 
2 
2 

Wt Depl. U 
Wt Enr. U 

Zone 1 

15.16 ± 0.04 
16.11 ± 0.12 
15.14 ± 0.12 
15.13 ± 0.24 

Zone 2 

15,35 ± 0.06 
15.43 ± 0.12 
15,41 ± 0,12 
15,49 ± 0.24 

TABLE II-19-X. WORTH OF 304 STAINLESS STEEL AS A 
FUNCTION OF POSITION IN THE SAMPLE BOX FOK 

ZPR-9 ASSEMBLY 25 

Position of SS in Box" 

A—Distributed between plates 
B—horizontal 
C—vertical at side of bo.\ 

Worth, 
Ih/kg 

- 3 . 7 8 
- 3 . 5 6 
- 3 . 2 6 

' See Fig. II-19-i 

hard, so that sample size effects associated with reso
nance region heterogeneities were expected to be less in 
Assembly 25 than in an assembly with a softer spec
trum. 

PLATE ORIENTATION IN SAMPLE BOX 

A measurement was made to determine the change 
in worth of the null sample box when the plates were 
placed in the box horizontally rather than in normal 
vertical position (a 90 deg rotation of the sample 
plates about the cylindrical axis of the assembly). The 
object of this measurement was to determine if the 
capture and fission rates in the depleted and enriched 
plates in the core adjacent to the sample position were 
affected when the sample box is removed, due to the 
small increase in the surface-to-volume ratio of these 
plates. When the plates in the box are rotated 90 deg 
the continuous columns of plates in the core and sam
ple are broken and the surface-to-volume ratios for the 
adjacent plates are also increased. Therefore, the 
measurement of the sample w'ith the plates rotated 90 
deg simulates the effect which is being investigated. 

The measured reactivity difference between the sam
ples with vertical and horizontal plates was less than 
0.004 Ib, which was tbe accuracy of the measurement. 
This represents a difference in the characteristic DU/ 
EU null weight ratio of only about 0.05 percent. These 
measurements, therefore, tend to indicate that the 
measured null composition is not strongly affected by 
any change in capture or fission rate in the adjacent 
plates due to sample removal. As before, however, 
these results are not conclusive for all null cores, 
partly because the effect being investigated was not 
simulated exactly and partly because the effect being 
investigated is primarily a resonance effect which is 
minimized by tbe hard spectrum of Assembly 25. 

CORRECTION FOR MATRIX STAINLESS STEEL 

If the null sample boxes are loaded with exactly the 
same plate arrangement as the core, the weight ratios 
among the materials will all be approximately correct 
except that there will not be enough stainless steel. 
This is because most of the stainless steel in the core is 
in the matrix and drawers. Therefore, slightly under-
size plates were used in the sample boxes and stainless 
steel shims were added to the boxes. Part of the matrix 
and drawer stainless steel is in horizontal columns and 
part in vertical columns and it was necessarj' to deter
mine the relative worths of the horizontal and vertical 
stainless steel so that it could be properly simulated in 
the sample boxes. The results of these measurements 
are given in Table II-19-X and Fig. II-19-9. Since it 
was not possible in most of the sample boxes to include 
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Thin ss Plates 
Distributed between 
Other Plates in 
sample Box ( f ) . 
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in sample Box 
between Cut Pieces 
of E ond D. 
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next to Side of 
sample Box. 

FIG. II-19-9. Stainless Steel Loadings in Special Sample Boxes (See Table II-19-X). .4jVi Neg. No. 118-635. 

horizontal stainless steel, it was simulated by a combi
nation of distributed vertical plates and side vertical 
plates. 
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11-20. Gamma Spectrum in ZPR-6 Assembly 6 

R. GOLD 

Compton recoil gamma-ray spectroscopy'-- has been 
used to measure the in-core gamma spectrum in a fast 
critical facility. Electron measurements were carried 
out near the core center of ZPR-6 Assembly 6, a 4000-
liter uranium oxide fast neutron critical assembly.^ 
Atom density concentrations for the central core region 
of ZPR-6 Assembly 6 can be found in Table II-20-I. 

The electron recoil spectrum observed at low reactor 
power is shown in Fig. II-20-1. For this irradiation, 
both halves of the ZPR-6 split-table facility were to
gether and the assembly was nearly critical. The 
gamma continuum corresponding to this measurement 
is displayed in Fig. II-20-2. 

The critical assembly gamma spectrum varies quite 
slowly below 1 MeV, with the exception of two distinct 

peaks, which occur at approximately 0.5 and 0.85 
MeV, respectively. The peak in the neighborhood of 

TABLE 11-20-1. COMPOSITION o r ZPR-6 ASSEMBLY 6 
{Central Core Region) 

Element 

U-235 
U-238 

Na 
0 
Fe 
Ni 
Cr 

Atom Density* 

0.001150 
0.005796 
0.009142 
0.01465 
0.01410 
0.001365 
0.002788 

* Atoms per cm' X 10" 
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0.5 MeV corresponds to a contribution from annihila
tion radiation. In addition to the peak near 0.85 MeV, 
note the existence of two other peaks in the vicinity of 
1.8 and 2.1 MeV, respectively. These three peaks may 
correspond to gamma transitions in Fe-56, produced 
principally by inelastic fast neutron scattering. 

The experimental error exhibited in the ZPR-6 
gamma continuum becomes quite large at high energy. 
This high energy behavior arises directly from the 
process of unfolding data of poor statistical quality 
(i.e. low total count) and thereby emphasizes the soft

ness of the critical assembly spectrum (see Fig. 11-20-
1). 

RBFERBNCBS 

1. R. Gold, Campion Recoil Gamma-Ray Spectroscopy, Nucl. 
Instr . Methods 84, 173 (1970). 

2. R. Gold, Compton Recoil Measurement of Continuous Gamma 
Spectra, Trans, Am, Nucl. Soc. 13, 421 (1970). 

3. R. Karam, L. R. Dates, W. Y. Kato, J. E. Marshall, T. 
Nakamura and G. K. Rusch, A 4000-Liler Uranium Oxide 
Fast Core, Assembly 6 of ZPR-6, Reactor Physics Divi
sion Annual Report, July 1, 1967 to June 30, 1968, ANL-
7410, pp. 75-80, 

11-21. ZPR-6 Assembly 6A, A 4000-Liter UO2 Fast Core 

R. A. KARAM, W . R . ROBINSON, G . S . STANFORD and G. K. RUSCH 

ZPR-6 Assembly 6A differed only slightly in mate
rial arrangement and concentrations from Assembly 
6 , ' " ' the 4000 liter UO2 core, which was shutdown 
prior to the completion of the planned experiments so 
that modifications required for plutonium usage could 
be made on the ZPR-6 and -9 facilities. The resumed 
series of experiments followed largely from the pre
vious program, but the resumed 6A program was di
rected at specific points in the overall program for the 
investigation of the effects of plates, rods and tempera
ture. 

The programmatic aims of Assembly 6A were ac
complished as follows: 

1. The critical size of a uniform single zone core and 
blanket system was experimentally established. 

2. The unit-cell reaction rate fine structure was 
measured at various positions in the assembly so that 
the true plate- and cell-averaged values of the ratios 
of U-238 fission and capture to U-235 fission were es
tablished over the total of core and blanket. Addition
ally, unit-cell spectral index fine structure was meas
ured by determining the U-238 fission rate as a func
tion of position in the U-235 plate. 

3. The 25 cm radius central region had materials 
chosen to match as accurately as possible calandria 
and rod compositions. This zone is the reference with 
which the comparisons of the Variable Temperature 
Rodded Zone (VTRZ) configurations will be made. 

4. Measurements of central reactivity worths and of 
normalization integral were made to provide the nor
malization for the various VTRZ configurations. 

5. Central reactivity worths of those materials that 
were not precisely matched between the rod and plate 

configurations were made iii the appropriate geometry 
to allow corrections to be made for small differences. 

6. Doppler and spectrum measurements were made 
to provide additional normalizations. 

7. Tbe unit-cell reaction rate fine structure, the cen
tral reactivity measurements, and the Doppler and 
spectrum measurements were repeated in a 40 cm, so
dium-voided region. 

8. Activation distributions indicative of the power 
distributions were made throughout the system. 

The critical size, the central reactivity worths, the 
normalization in^gral, and the overall activation dis
tributions are given in this paper. The rest of the ex
perimental results will be reported when they become 
available. 

DESCRIPTION OF ASSEMBLY 6 A 

Assembly 6A was built with as uniform a composi
tion as was consistent with inventory and certain ex
perimental requirements. A cross sectional view of the 
system is shown in Fig. II-21-1. The average material 
concentrations are given in Table II-21-I. The axial 
height of the core was 152.4 cm and the depleted ura
nium blanket was 30 cm thick. 

Although Assembly 6A is described as a uniform, 
single-zone core system, it actually had four regions 
differing slightly in composition: 

The composition of the central substitution region 
W'as carefully selected to match the pin-calandria com
position. The position and serial number of each en
riched plate in every drawer were recorded so that the 
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P I G . II-21-1. Cro.ss Sectional View of ZPR-6 Assemblv 6A. 
ANL Neg. No. 116-490 T-l. 

TABLE II-21-I, ATOMIC DENSITIES IN ASSEMULY 6A,<''> 

10̂ * atoms/cm* 

Isotopes 

Na 
0 
Fe 
Ni 
Cr 

U-238 
U-235 
Mn 

Region 1 

0.009294 
0,01380 
0.013535 
0.001229 
0.002842 
0.005796 
0.001154 
0.0002174 

Region II 

0,009142 
0,01465 
0,01410 
0,001365 
0,002796 
0,005796 
0,001151 
0.0002174 

Region III 

0,009370 
0,001465 
0.01410 
0,001365 
0.002788 
0.005796 
0.001143 
0.0002174 

Region IV 

0.009376 
0.01465 
0.01408 
0.001364 
0.002786 
0,005796 
0,001115 
0,0002174 

Region V 

_ 
_ 

0,004224 
0.0005086 
0.001176 
0.04008 
0.0008270 
0.00008997 

" Stainless steel compositions: Fe = 71.08%, Cr = 18.43%, 
Ni = 9.00%,, Mn = 1.49%,. 

spatial variation in the density of the fissile material 
could be obtained. Similar records were kept for the 
sodium cans. The weight of the other diluents, FoaOa, 
type 304 stainless steel, depleted UaOs, depleted ura
nium, and the stainless steel in the drawer, were ob
tained for each drawer. The equivalent outer radius of 
Region I was 24.35 cm. The drawer loading pattern is 
shown in Fig. II-21-2. 

The drawer loading pattern in this region was iden
tical with that in Region I. Average weights for all the 
materials in all the drawers were used. The equivalent 
outer radius of Region I I was 77.30 cm. 

A top view of the drawer loading pattern is shown in 
Fig. II-21-3. Although this loading pattern is different 
from that shown in Fig. II-21-2, the material concen
trations were very similar. The equivalent outer radius 
of this region was 85.65 cm. 

The drawer loading pattern was very similar to that 
used in Region I I I , except that 2 X 2 X % in. en
riched plates were used instead of the 2 X i x y. 
in. plates used in Region III . The exact loading pattern 
in this region is shown in Fig. II-21-4. The experimen
tal equivalent outer radius in this region was 90.44 cm. 

SS PLATE (1/16) 
F e j O j d / S ) 

U - 2 3 5 (1/16) 

U-238 (1/8) 

/ = 2 ° 3 ' l / 8 ) / s s MATRIX 

ALL DIMENSIONS IN INCHES 

F I G . 11-21-2. Unit Cell Drawer Loading Patterns in Regions 
I and II of Assembly 6A. ANL Neg. No. 118-488, Rev. 1. 
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26 32 
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F I G . II-21-3. A Top View of the Drawer Loading Pattern 
in Region III , Assembly 6A. ANL Neg. .No. 116-492. 
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FIG. 11-214. A Top View of the Drawer Loading Pat tern 
in Region IV, Assembly 6A, ANL Neg. No. 118-491. 

B This region comprises the depleted uranium blanket. 
Depleted uranium blocks were placed in the matrix to 

- form the 30 cm thick blanket. 
T 
11 C R I T I C A L M A S S 

The critical mass of the as-built system (Fig. I I -
21-1) was 1760 kg of U-235. To establish the correc
tion to a fully uniform system with the drawer loading 
pattern of Regions I and II , sufficient Yis iii- enriched 
plates were held aside to load a complete quadrant. 

I The reactivity difference between the loading pat-
_ terns in Regions I I I and IV and that in Regions I and 

II was measured in 15-deg sector steps up to the full 
quadrant. These data were then used to obtain the 
critical mass of the clean, fully uniform core. The crit
ical mass determined in this manner was 1798 kg of 
U-235. The uncertainty associated with the extrapola
tion is considered to be less than one kilogram. 

SODIUM-VOID 

Three types of sodium-void measurements were 
: made: 

1. The sodium in a central region, 39.36 cm equiva

lent radius, was voided primarily to provide the 
asymptotic spectrum of the sodium-free core. 

2. The sodium void coefficient was mapped as a 
function of position along the axial height to provide 
the reference data for the VTRZ measurements. 

3. The avoid coefficient was mapped as a function of 
radius to complement those measurements performed 
on ZPR-6 Assembly 6. All the sodium in a drawer was 
voided as a function of radius in Assembly 6, whereas 
the first 7 inch sections about the midplane were voided 
in each half of Assembly 6A. 

The reactivity worth of the sodium in the 39.36 cm 
radius central region was -239.81 ± 0.50 Ih (458.0 Ih 
= 1% Afc/fc). A summary of the experimental results 
is given in Table II-21-II. 

The sodium cans in the first 122 drawers in Region I 
were 6 in. long with the average sodium weight per can 
of 82.51 ± 0.38 g. The maximum deviation from this 
average was 0.65 g. The rest of the drawers were 
loaded with cans 7 and 8 in. long. In all cases sodium 
removal was achieved by replacing sodium-filled cans 
with identical empty cans. The uncertainties in the 
sodium weight and reactivity worths were incorporated 
in the standard deviations. 

The void coefficient in the central 18 drawers in As
sembly 6A (Table II-21-II) was -0.882 ± 0.005 Ih; 
the comparable coefficient in Assembly 6< '̂ was —0.861 
± 0.014. The average void coefficient in Region I 
(same size as VTRZ) was -0.934 ± 0.005 Ih. 

The results of the void coefficient measurements as a 
function of position along the axial height are given in 
Table II-21-III. iThe measurements were performed in 
the central 3 X 3 drawers in sections 6 in. long (12 in. 
total) in each half of the reactor. The values obtained 
confirm the values obtained on Assembly 6.'^' 

The void coefficient as a function of radius was 
measured in rings involving several drawers about the 
center of the core in the uniform quadrant. The axial 
length of the voided section was 14 in. in both halves 
of the ZPR-6 machine. The results are shown in Table 

No. of Drawers Voided 
(Full Length) 

18 
104 
64 
64 
69 

Total 319 

TABLE II-21-II. SoDiUM-VoiD COEFFICIENT IN CENTR,VL REGION" 

Ri-R« 

0.0-9.35 
9.36-24.35 

24.36-30.05 
30.06-34.85 
34.86-39.36 

kg of Na 

14.85 ± 0.07 
86.31 ± 0.39 
61.96 ± 0.52 
61.96 ± 0.62 
66.02 ± 0.56 

260.60 

Na Worth, 
Ih 

-13 .08 ± 0.20 
-80 .95 ± 0,20 
-47 .60 ± 0.02 
-47 .72 ± 0.20 
-50 .51 ± 0.20 

-239.86 

Void Coefficient, 
Ih/kg Na 

-0 .882 ± 0.005 
-0 .943 ± 0,005 
-0 ,916 ± 0,010 
-0 ,918 d= 0,010 
-0 .902 ± 0.010 

-0 .920 

*The size of the void region was increased in the sequence indicated. 
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TABLE 11-21-111. SoDiuM-VtuD COEFFICIENT .\S A FUNCTION OF AXI.VL H E I G H T IN THE CENTRAL 3 X 3 URAWEUS IN ASSEHBLYGA 

Section Voided" 

1st 6 in. 
2nd 6 in. 
3rd 6 in. 
4th 6 in. 
5th G in. 

Coordinate 
(ZI-ZM) 

0.0-15,24 
16.24-30.48 
30.48-45.72 
45,72-00,96 
60,96-76,20 

Weight of Sodium, 
kg 

2.966 
2.966 
2.966 
2.966 
2.966 

Reactivity Change in System,^ 
Ih 

-0 .051 ± 0.141 
-0 .840 ± 0.141 
-2 .137 ± 0.141 
-4 .052 ± 0.141 
-4 .909 ± 0.151 

Void Coefficient, 
Ih,/kg Na 

-0 .017 ± 0.048 
- 0 . 2 8 5 ± 0.048 
-0 .720 ± 0.048 
-1 .306 ± 0.048 
-1 .655 ± 0.048 

» Only section indicated was voided in each half of the reactor. 
^ \% Ak/k = 458 Ih; uncertainties are based on reproducibility of reference runs. 

TABLE II-21-IV. SODIUM-VOID COEFFICIENT AS A FUNCTION 

OF R.\Dius IN ZPIl-6 ASSEMBLY 6 A 

Average 
Radius, 

cm 

4.68 
25.50 
40.90 
48.60 
68.06 
68.43 
79.04 
89.14 

Weight of 
Sodium 

Removed, 
kg 

2.966 
4.164 
3.058 
3.058 
3.058 
3.058 
3.095 
3.095 

Reactivity 
Change in System," 

Ih 

-0 .051 ± 0.141 
-0.867 ± 0.140 
-1 .168 ± 0.140 
-2 .186 ± 0.140 
-2 .544 ± 0.140 
-2 .763 ± 0.140 
-2 .954 ± 0.140 
-2 ,540 ± 0.140 

Radial 
Void Coefficient, 

Ih/kg Na 

-0 .017 ± 0.048 
-0 .206 ± 0.034 
-0 .379 ± 0.046 
-0 .713 ± 0.046 
-0 .832 ± 0.046 
-0 .904 ± 0.040 
-0 .954 ± 0.046 
-0 .821 ± 0.046 

" 1% Ak/k = 458 Ih; uncertainties are based on reproduci
bility of reference runs. 

II-21-IV and plotted in Fig. II-21-5. The measured 
value at r = 41 cm appears to be abnormally high. 

CEKTEAL REACTIVITY WOETHS 

The central reactivity measurements were made to 
provide information about: (1) reactivity normaliza
tions for the rodded zones, (2) accuracy of the calcu

lated adjoint function and, (3) reactivity adjustments 
due to small differences in material concentrations be
tween rodded and plate zones. The worths of B-10, 
tantalum, wolfram, rhenium, U-238, U-235, plutonium, 
carbon, beryllium, sodium and stainless steel (304) 
were measured in a 2 X 2 X 1 in. cavity at the center 
of the core. Absorbers such as B-10 and tantalum are 
not very sensitive to small spectral differences. On the 
other hand, scatterers such as carbon, beryllium, and 
sodium are very sensitive to small spectral differences 
and therefore provide good checks on the adjoint func
tion. The worths of most of these samples were also 
measured in the 39.36 cm radius central, sodium-free 
region. All measurements were performed in the man
ner described in Ref. 4. The results are given in Table 
II-21-V. 

The reactivity worths of the core materials were 
measured in the environment of the core-loading pat
tern. This measurement consisted of oscillating two 2 
X 2 X 2 in. stainless steel cans, relative to each other, 
each loaded in the same manner as the core and con
taining the same materials except for the plate whose 
worth was being determined; that plate was present in 

RADIUS, cm 

F I O . II-21-6. Sodium Void CoefBcient as a Function of Radius, Assembly 6A. ANL Neg. No. 116-^ 



TABLE II-21-V. CENTRAL REACTIVITY WORTHS, Z P R . 6 ASSEMBLY 6 A 

Sample 

B-10 
Ta 
W 
Re 

U-238 
Pu-

U-235 
U-236 

C 
Be 
Na 
SS 

Sample 
Weight, 

g 

29.29 
833.69 

1108.00 
1266.90 
1151.49 

67.77 
4.20 

51.34 
101.98 
114.31 
51.38 
30.08 

Can Type 
and Weight, 

g 

SS, 65.73 
SS, 49,47 

Bare 
Bare 
Bare 

SS, 18,36 
SS, 52.63 
SS, 62.63 

Bare 
Bare 

SS, 56.42 
Bare 

Samples Measured in 2 X 2 X 1 in. Cavity 

Central Worth With Sodium 

Ih 

Gross 

-24 .10 ± 0.01 
- 1 0 . 4 8 ± 0.01 

- 5 . 2 7 ± 0.01 
-20 .15 ± 0,01 
- 3 . 6 8 ± 0,01 
-1-2.69 ± 0.01 

-1-0.1125 ± 0.0020 
-1-2.12 ± 0.01 

-1-0.394 ± 0.002 
-1-1.27 ± 0,01 

-0,0583 ± 0,0014 
-0 .355 ± 0.001 

Net 

-24 .03 ± 0.01 
-10 .42 ± 0.01 
- 5 . 2 7 ± 0.01 

-20 .15 ± 0.01 
- 3 . 7 9 ± 0.01 
-1-2,75 ± 0,01 

-1-0,1756 ± 0.0021 
-1-2.19 ± 0.01 

-1-0.394 ± 0.002 
-1-1.27 ± 0.01 

-1-0.008 ± 0.002 
-0 ,355 ± 0,001 

Ih/kg 

-820.41 ± 0.34 
- 1 2 . 6 0 ± 0.01 

- 4 . 7 6 ± 0,01 
-15 .90 ± 0.01 
- 3 . 2 9 ± 0.01 

-f47,60 ± 0,20 
+41.80 ± 0,48 
-1-42.65 ± 0.20 
-1-3.863 ± 0.020 
-1-11.10 ± 0.10 
-1-0.160 ± 0.040 
-1 .180 ± 0.330 

Central Worth Without Sodium 

Ih 

Gross 

-17 .95 ± 0.01 

— 
- 4 . 1 8 ± 0.01 

-16 .78 ± 0.01 
- 2 . 8 6 ± 0.01 

— 
-0.0872 ± 0.0017 

-1-1.82 ± 0.01 
-1-0.263 ± 0,001 
-fl.070 ± 0,0 

-0,0396 ± 0,0026 
-0,0361 ± 0.0015 

Net 

-17 .96 ± 0.01 

— 
- 4 . 1 8 ± 0.01 

-15 .78 ± 0.01 
- 2 . 8 6 ± 0.01 

— 
-1-0.1504 ± 0.0023 

-1-1.86 ± 0.01 
-1-0.253 ± 0.001 
-1-1.070 ± 0.01 

+0.0316 ± 0.0030 
-0,0361 ± 0.0015 

Ih/kg 

-013.18 ± 

— 
- 3 . 7 7 ± 

-12 .40 ± 
- 2 . 4 8 ± 

-
+36.00 ± 
+36.23 ± 
+2.481 ± 

+9..36 ± 
+0.615 ± 
-1 .200 ± 

0.34 

0.01 
0.01 
0.01 

0.55 
0.20 
0.010 
0.10 
0.058 
0.050 

" Composition of this sample '. 
Pu-242. 

i.78 w/o Pu and 1.22 w/o Al. Isotopic composition of Pu is 0.037'',, Pu-238, 72.2,|'-,, Pu-2.39, 22.28% Pu-240, 4.63% Pu-241, and0.79% 
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TABLE II-21-VI. SAMPLES MEASURED IN CORE ENVIRONMENT 

Sample 

U-235 
U-235 
U-235 
U-235 
SS 
FeiOa 
UaO, 
Dap. U 
Na 

Sample Weight, 
g 

4.336 
8.636 

21.436 
56.830 
11.686 
23,62 
95,755 
50,377 
42.912 

Central Worth With Sodium 

Ih 

Gross 

+0.2087 ± 0.0013 
-0 .4232 ± 0.0015 
+1.010 ± 0.010 
+2.459 ± 0.010 

-0,0540 ± 0.0023 
+0.0103 ± 0.0013 
-0.3020 ± 0.0003 
-0.2006 ± 0.0003 
-0,0049 ± 0.0007 

Net 

+0.2067 ± 0.002 
+0.4043 ± 0.0033 
+1,017 ± 0.010 

+2,4914 ± 0.010 
-0,0165 ± 0.0025 
-0,0094 ± 0.0013 
-0.2762 ± 0.0010 
-0.1705 ± 0.0001 
+0.0059 ± 0.0008 

Ih/kg 

+47.90 ± 0.69 
+40.81 d= 0.35 
+47.64 ± 0.93 
+43.84 ± 0.35 
-1 .424 ± 0.216 
-0 .400 ± 0.055 
-2 .884 ± 0.011 
-3 .384 ± 0,022 
+0,137 ± 0,019 

and 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 IIO 120 

DISTANCE FROM CORE CENTER LINE, cm 

F I O . 11-21-6. Radial Depleted Uranium (0.21%) Fission 
Rate Distribution—Sodium in Central Zone. ANL Neg. No. 
118-493. 

one can only. In some cases, when plates were thicker 
than %6 in., only a fraction was removed, i.e., a 2 X 2 
X Ys in. plate was replaced by a 2 X 1 X % in. plate. 
In this manner, the relative positions of the various 
plates were kept intact. The results are given in Table 
II-21-VI. 

NORMALIZATION INTEXJEAL 

The normalization integral in Assembly 6A was 
measured by the technique described elsewhere.̂  The 
measured value was (7.13 ± 0.10) X 10= with the flux 
and adjoint function normalized such that 

Z x.<̂ .̂  

at the center of the reactor. 
The normalization integral was also measured in the 

39.36 cm radius central, sodium-free region. The value 
was (9.09 ± 0.10) X 10= with the fluxes and adjoint 
function normalized in the same manner as for the 
sodium "in" case. The normalization integral for the 
sodium-free case should not be used to normalize the 
reactivity worths in Table II-21-V to those in Table 
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F I G . II-2I-7. Axial Depleted Uranium (0.21%) Fission 
Rate Distribution—Sodium in Central Zone. ANL Neg. JVc 
116-603. 
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• II-21-VI because the neutron spectrum in the two 
cases is significantly different. 

ACTIVATION DISTEIEUTION 

The power distribution is quite relevant to fuel man-
, agement and burnup problems in power reactors. Acti

vation distributions such as fission rates in U-235 and 
U-238 and capture rates in U-238 provide important 
checks of the calculational methods. 

Radial and axial activation distributions were meas
ured with foils of enriched and depleted uranium. The 

I measurements were made both in the uniform loading 
I with the sodium "in" and in the core with the sodium-

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 IIO 

DISTANCE FROM CORE CENTER LINE, cm 

FIG. 11-21-8. Radial Enriched Uranium (93%) Fission Rate 
Distribution—Sodium in Central Zone. ANL Neg. No. 116-

DISTANCE FROM CORE MIDPLANE, Cm 

f FIG. II-21-9. Axial Enriched Uranium (93%) Fission Rate 
Distribution—Sodium in Central Zone. ANL Neg. No. 118-501. 
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F I G . 11-21-10. Radial Depleted Uranium (9.21%) Capture 
Rate Distribution—Sodium in Central Zone. ANL Neg. No. 
II6-494. 
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F I G . 11-21-11. Axial Depleted Uranium (0.21'%) Capture 
Rate Distribution—Sodium in Central Zone. ANL Neg. No. 
116-502. 

free central zone. The results are plotted in Figs. II-
21-6 through 11-21-17. For the radial traverses, foils 
were placed between the depleted and enriched ura
nium plates, and also between the UsOs plate and the 
sodium can closest to the enriched plate. This was done 
in every drawer along the radius in the uniform quad
rant with the foils about 1 in. from the axial midplane. 
For the axial traverses, the foils were between the en
riched and depleted uranium plates. 

The accuracy of the relative activity measurements 
is approximately ±0.5—1%, with some exceptions near 
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the outer ends ot traverses where the activities are low 
and the accuracy is limited by counting statistics. 
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11-22. Measured Neutron Spectra in ZPR-6 Assembly 6A, ZPR-9 
Assembly 25, and ZPR-9 Assembly 26, FTR-3 

T. J. YULE, E . F . BENNETT and I. K. OLSON 

INTRODUCTION 

Spectrum measurements using proton-recoil propor
tional counters have been undertaken in the ZPR facil
ities to confirm the accuracy of calculational tech
niques, as well as to provide a test of basic nuclear 
data. Measurements of central spectra in large cores 
are especially valuable since such spectra may be 
meaningfully compared with fundamental mode calcu
lations. As the quality of basic nuclear data improves 
and as the calculational techniques become more so
phisticated, it is important that various sources of sys
tematic errors in the measurements be uncovered if the 
comparisons are to have merit. Substantial improve
ments in the instrumentation and a better understand
ing of sources of error have occurred during the last 
few years (see Paper III-18). It is beheved that de
graded fission spectra can now be measured with good 
accuracy in the energy range from 1 keV to 2 MeV. 

Several central spectrum measurements in recently 
constructed ZPR assemblies are reported herein, to
gether with a comparison with calculated fundamental 
mode spectra. A grouping of several measurements per
mits one to easily identify systematic variations and 
discrepancies. 

PROTON-RECOIL TECHNIQUE AND ANALYSES 

The technique employed in measuring neutron spec
tra with proton-recoil proportional counters and the 
analyses of proton-recoil data necessary for the deri
vation of neutron spectra free from systematic errors 
have been discussed previously.^' ^ A short description 
of the various corrections for recognized sources of 
error is provided here; a more comprehensive report of 
the technique as it is now used at ANL will be pro
vided elsewhere.^ 

TECHNIUQE 

The detectors used in the measurements are shown 
in Fig. II-22-1. Detector bodies are of thin-walled 
stainless steel and the anodes are fine stainless steel 
wire. Field tubes are used to define the sensitive vol
ume of the detector. These detectors are considerably 
smaller than the detectors used in tbe earlier spectrum 
measurements which were made in uranium fueled 
cores.^ The smaller detectors are, however, necessary 
for compatibility with the requirements of counting 
inside large plutonium-fueled fast reactors. Sponta
neous fission neutrons from Pu-240 in the fuel provide 
a high neutron flu.\ environment inside the cores, even 
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for far subcritical operation. In order to approach 
near-critical (less than 2% subcritical) and still main
tain the total event rate within acceptable limits im
posed by tbe electronics system, it is necessarj' to use 
small chambers. The larger detector in Fig. II-22-1 is 
filled with about 8 atm of predominately methane gas. 

METHANE COUNTER 

<DE 
— 1.59 — 3,17 —1 1.59 .1 

HYDROGEN COUNTER 

<JI/^ ^ : = ^ 
J 

0,953—] 
1,91 

I— 0,953 

7 

0 9 5 

t 

DIMENSIONS IN C E N T I M E T E R S 

F I G . II-22-1. Proton-Recoil Proportional Covinters for Use 
in Fast Reactors. The Anodes are 0.0254 mm in Diameter 
and the Field Tubes are 0.254 mm in Diameter. -ANL .\eg. No. 
118-28 T-l. 

The methane detector is used to measure the region of 
the proton-recoil spectrum with energies greater than 
1(K) keV. The smaller detector is filled with about 10 
atm of predominately hydrogen gas. The hydrogen de
tector is used to measure the region of the proton-re
coil spectrum with energies below 100 keV. 

The detectors are enclosed in a lead sleeve 0.020 in, 
thick. This amount of high-Z material will signifi
cantly reduce the sensitivity of the detector to soft 
photons. The lead sleeve and detector are enclosed in a 
thin Teflon sleeve which electrically isolates the 
counter body from the drawer. 

For the various measurements reported here, detec
tors were placed near the core axis in the movable half. 
Figure II-22-2 illustrates the fuel box and detector 
probe arrangement which w âs inserted in the 2 by 2 in. 
matrix of the ZPR cores. Plate material identical to 
that of which the reactor is constructed was placed 
around the probe and in that portion of the box not 
used by the preamplifier and cabling to simulate a 
loaded reactor drawer. The cavity occupied by the 
probe was Yi in. in diam and an effort was made to 
homogenize the material around the ca\'ity. This re
quirement cannot easily be met with the plate loading 
material without specially constructed sodium and 
pilutonium cans. Figure II-22-2 shows the compromise 
configuration which was used for the spectrum meas
urement in ZPR-9 Assembly 25. Table II-22-I lists the 
simulated loadings that were used for the various 
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ANL Neg. No. 116-27. 
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measurements. The question of the perturbation to the 
spectrum due to the cavity-detector arrangement is 
discussed later. 

The detectors were calibrated by observing protons 
from the N ' ' ' ( n ,p )C" reaction when the counters were 
exposed to thermal neutrons. Each counter contains a 
small amount of nitrogen. A relative calibration was 
also made for the hydrogen detector by observing the 
electrons from the decay of A-37. The ability of these 
methods to provide relative and absolute calibrations 
is indicated in Ref. 3. A systematic bias may be intro
duced into the calibration if amplifiers are optimized 
for fast counting and low dead-time. Long track length 
and slow electron collection, especially in hydrogen-
filled counters, may bias the calibration as measured 
with the N"(; i ,p)C' ' ' reaction by as much as 10%. 
Measurements made in fast reactors containing a large 
amount of structural material and diluents exhibit 
strong resonance effects and one is justified in deter
mining the absolute calibration by requiring agreement 
of the location of measured and calculated resonance 
detail. This procedure is quite satisfactory for the data 
taken with the hydrogen detector, but leads to some 
ambiguity for data taken with the methane detector, 
as is discussed in the next section. 

CORRECTION FOE SYSTEMATIC EBRORS 

Proton-recoil spectra taken with proportional count
ers must be corrected for various effects before the 
ideal proton-recoil spectra, i.e. the spectra which when 
differentiated lead to the correct neutron spectra, can 
be obtained. The types of corrections which were ap
plied to the present set of measurements are described 
below. 

Correction for Electric Field Distortion 

The proton-recoil data were first corrected for elec
tric field distortion. The simple approach used to de
sensitize counters near the ends by employing field 
tubes is not completely satisfactory, since a distortion 
of internal field lines occurs. The effect may be calcu
lated, however, and with a detailed knowledge of the 
internal field a correction for the effect can be made." 
The electric field distortion produces significant effects 
at low energies, especially when the flux is relatively 
low at these energies. The electric field distortion in
troduces a systematically higher neutron flux than ac
tually exists. 

Correction for W Variation 

The proton-recoil data were then corrected for the 
non-linear variation of energy with ionization. The 
measured proton-recoil spectrum is per unit ionization 
and must be transformed to the proton-recoil spectrum 

TABLE II-22-I. SIMUL.\TED LO.\DINGS IN COUNTER DRAWER 

Assembly 

ZPR-0 Assembly OA' 

ZPR-9 Assembly 25 

ZPR-9 Assembly 26 

ZPR-6 Assembly 7 

Simulated Loading Starting from 
Edge of Drawer^ 

(•-fe) D-235, (Mo) Stainless Steel, (Ii) 
Na, (34) U.0 , , (M) Fe,03, (Ji) U,0 . , 
(H) F e , 0 , Oi) Na, (M) U.Os, (H) 
U-238 

(He) Al-45%, (H) U-238, Qii) U-235, 
(Ke) U-238, (H^) U-235, (H) U-238, 
(H) Al-45%, (%) U-238, (H2) U-235, 
(He) U-238, (H2) U-235, (Vi) U-238, 
(He) Al-45% 

(H) U , 0 „ (H) Na, (%) U,0 , , IH) 
Stainless Steel, (H) V,0,, (Ii) Na, 
(Vs) Pu-AI 

(H) FeiOj, (H) Pu-U-Mo, i'i) Na, 
(h) V-,0,, (H) Na, (3-1) Fe.O. 

* Dimensions in parentheses are in inches. See Fig. 11-22-2. 
^ For the sodium void measurements sodium cans in a region 

within 10 in. from the counter were replaced with cans from 
which the sodium had been removed. 

per unit energy by dividing by the keV per ion pair, 
W. Above 10 keV, W has been found to be energy-in
dependent up to the MeV region for protons stopping 
in hydrogen.' Below 10 keV W is known to vary with 
energy'' * and a prescription for W was used which has 
been shown to give consistent results with pre^'ious 
experimental data. 

Correction for Carbon Recoils 

The carbon component in methane-filled counters 
undergoes scatteting by fast neutrons and the ioniza
tion produced cannot be distinguished from that in
duced by recoil protons. Corrections for this effect were 
made.^ 

Correction for Wall-and-End Effects 

Distortions are introduced by the truncation of pro
ton-recoil tracks by the counter walls or by the exten
sion of tracks into the end region. I t is possible to 
calculate the response function for a particular counter 
and correct the data accordingly." For the methane 
counter the maximum energy a proton-recoil can de
posit in the counter is about 3 MeV—the proton-recoil 
spectrum is cut-off at that energy. The correction for 
wall-and-end distortion proceeded in two parts. The 
first part corrected for proton-recoils arising from neu
trons above the measurement limit; the second part 
corrected for distortion of proton-recoils produced by 
neutrons below the measurement limit. In the first 
part, it is assumed that the neutron spectrum aboA-e 2.5 
MeV is that predicted by a fundamental-mode calcu
lation. The distorted proton-recoil spectrum was calcu
lated for those neutrons above 2.5 MeV. The calcu-
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Fi(i. II-22-3. Central Neutron Spectrum in ZPR-0 Assembly 
6A Together with a Smoothed M C Calculation. ANL Neg. No. 
116-466. 

2 P R - 6 ASSEMBLY G 
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CALCULATED 

Fic , II-22-4. Central Neutron Spectrum in a Sodium-
Voided Region of ZPR-6 Assembly 6A Together with a 
Smoothed M C Calculation. ANL Neg. No. 118-453. 

lated proton-reeoil distribution was normalized to the 
measured distribution between 2.5 and 3 MeV. The 
normalized calculated spectrum was then subtracted 
from the measured spectrum. Thus, the influence of 
proton-reeoils from neutrons above the measurement 
limit was eliminated. 

The second part of the correction took into account 
distortion of proton-recoils from neutrons below the 
cut-off. The measured proton-recoil spectrum was cor
rected with the counter response function from high 
energy to low energy using integral unfolding tech
niques. Experience has indicated that it is not neces- • 
sary to make wall-and-end corrections for data taken 
with the hydrogen counter. 

The effects of the two parts of the wall-and-end 

corrections, as well as of the carbon-recoil correction 
are considered in detail in Paper III-16. 

MEASURED AND CALCULATED SPECTRA 

MEASUREMEXT.S 

Spectrum measurements were made in ZPK-B As
sembly 6A, ZPR-9 Assembly 25, and ZPR-9 Assembly 
26. These assemblies are representative of types of 
cores constructed during the last few years at the ZPR 
facilities. 

ZPR-6 -Assembly 6A 

Assembly 6A of ZPR-6 was a 4000-liter UO. fast 
core which was almost identical to Assembly 6 of 
ZPR-6 and is reported in Pajjer 11-21. A central spec
trum measurement was made with the normal loading, 
as well as with the core voided of sodium. Similar 
neutron spectrum measurements'" had been made in 
Assembly 6 of ZPR-6. Figures II-22-3 and II-22-4 
show the measured sjiectra along with calculated spec
tra which will be discussed later. For the sodium-
voided case a region approximately 10 in. in radius 
around the counter was voided of sodium. If these 
measurements are compared with the earlier measure
ments, a number of significant differences appear. At 
low energies the present measurements indicate a con
siderably lower flux. This arises from the correction for 
electric field distortion and W variation—corrections 
which were not included in the analysis of the earlier 
data. The previous measurements also indicate more 
pronounced structure near the scattering resonances, 
especially the iron resonance, which appears at about 
30 keA'. The differences may be due to the different 
counters used for the two measurements. Rather thick 
walled (0.100 in.l counters were used in the earlier 
measurements and the counters also bad somewhat bet
ter resolution. A greater amount of scattering material 
in a measurement will accentuate the resonance struc
ture. 

ZPR-9 .Assembly 25 
Assembly 25 of ZPR-9 was a small, uranium-loaded, 

zoned assembly with a central test zone having fc. 
equal to unity. The test zone was composed primarily 
of enriched and depleted uranium. The fission spec
trum was degraded by U-238 inelastic scattering and 
U-238 capture was effective in reducing the low energy 
flux. The assembly was constructed primarily to trj' to 
resoh-e some of the cross section uncertainties in the 
fertile and fissile isotopes with special emphasis on 
U-238. The details of the assembly are reported in 
Paper 11-19. The measured central neutron spectrum 
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together with the calculated spectrum is shown in Fig. 
II-22-5. It is to be noted that the large oxygen reso
nance which appears at about 400 keV in the ZPR-6 
Assembly 6 measurement no longer appears, and that 
the resonance structure associated with iron is signifi
cantly reduced. The flux is virtually zero below 5 keV. 
The low measured flux is produced only after the 
corrections for electric field distortion and IF variation 
have been made. 

ZPR-9 Assembly 26 

Assembly 26 of ZPR-9 was constructed as part of 
the Fast Flux Test Facility (FFTF) program. The 
FFTF is to be a plutonium oxide-fueled, sodium-
cooled fast reactor witli a high-intensity fast flux. As
sembly 26 had a two-zone core, which smoothed out 
engineering details by homogenizing the material in 
the two zones. The details of the assembly are reported 
in Paper II-2. The measured central spectrum together 
with a calculated spectrum is shown in Fig. II-22-6. 
The spectrum is seen to be quite similar to that of 
Assembly 6A of ZPR-6 wdth the sodium, iron and oxy
gen resonances clearly visible. For some reason the 
oxygen resonance structure seems to be better defined 
in this assembly than in Assembly 6A. 

COMPARISON WITH CALCULATED SPECTRA 

The predicted spectra—indicated by the continuous 
Hnes in Figs. II-22-3 through II-22-6, were calculated 
using ENDF/B Version I nuclear data by means of 
the MC- code." The calculation assumes a fundamen
tal mode model in the P-1 approximation. The jjlate 
loading of the fuel was taken into account in an ap
proximate way by using the heterogeneous MC- option 
which uses the modified Bell approximation to account 
for self-shielding in the fuel. In each figure the calcula
tion was normalized so that the integral over the en
ergy range of the experimental points equaled the cor
responding integral for the experimental data. The 
continuous curve is the result of smoothing the MC^ 
points, which are calculated for 1/120 lethargy inter
vals, with a Gaussian window whose width corresjionds 
to the experimental resolution. The experimental en
ergy resolution varied from about 12% over most of 
the energy range to almost 30% in the A'icinity of 1 
keV, where statistics in ionization become poor. 

In general, the agreement between the measured 
spectra and calculated spectra is good. However, there 
are some regions of notable exception. There is some 
systematic disagreement in the energy calibration for 
the methane data, i.e. for the data above 100 keV. It is 
not possible to obtain agreement between the measured 
and calculated oxygen resonance dips at both 400 keV 

FIG. II-22-5. Central Neutron Spectrum in ZPR-9 Assembly 
25 Together with a Smoothed MC^ Calculation. A.\^L Neg. No. 
116-484. 
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F I G . II-22-6, Central Neutron Spectrum in ZPR-9 A.ssembly 
26 (FTR-3) Together with a Smoothed M C Calculation. ANL 
Neg. .Vo. 900-308 Rev. 1. 

and at 1 MeV. The reason for the discrepancy is being 
investigated. 

There are also significant dift'erenees in the neigh
borhood of the resonances, especially the iron reso
nances. It is not easy to explain the discrepancies in 
terms of experimental resolution or instrumental dis
tortion. As is shown below, heterogeneity effects cannot 
account for such large differences. There is some indi
cation from time-of-fiight work in iron blocks that the 
iron cross sections in E N D F / B Version I may be in 
error by substantial amounts.^^ 

The agreement between measured and calculated 
spectra at high energies is not very good, especially in 
the ZPR-9 Assembly 25 comparison. This is not so 
surprising since for uranium and plutonium the region 
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F I G . II-22-7. Central Neutron Spectrum in ZPR-6 Assembly 
7 With and Without a Simulated Loading in the Counter 
Drawer. ANL Neg. .\'o. 118-319 Rev. 1. 

between reasonably known discrete excitation cross 
sections—up to about 1 MeV, and that at which a 
clear indication of the statistical distribution liecomes 
apparent—above 3 AleV is an area of large cross sec
tion uncertainty. The fact that the comparison is espe
cially poor for the assembly with a large amount of 
U-238, brings the cross sections for this isotope into 
question. There have been indications that its inelastic 
cross section in E N D F / B Version I should be lowered 
by approximately 6% (see Paper 11-19). There is also 
some question concerning the accuracy of the calcula
tions in the high energy region, since the MC- code 
does not use the Legendre treatment of elastic scatter
ing on heavy elements. 

The MC- calculation of the sodium-voided spectrum 
in ZPR-6 -Assembly 6 (Fig. II-22-4) predicts substan
tially less low energ>^ flux than is observed. The reason 
for this is unclear since a reasonably good agreement is 
found in the comparison of calculation with measure
ment for the normal (with sodium) core shown in Fig. 
II-22-3. This is another area deserving of additional 
investigation. The magnitude of the Doppler effect, for 
instance, will be significantly altered by a change in 
the low energy flux by the amount indicated. 

HETEROGENEITY EFFECTS 

In any detailed comparison between measured and 
calculated spectra, the question usually arises as to the 
influence of heterogeneity effects. If one examines the 
variation of group fluxes from one dimensional trans
port calculations as a function of position in a cell,. 
large differences are noted. It is known that the 
counter will do some averaging, but exactly how much 
is not known. In these measurements an attempt was 

made to homogenize the material in the vicinity of the 
detector. In an attempt to examine the extent of local 
heterogeneity effects a measurement was made in As
sembly 7 of ZPR-6 with and without a simulated load
ing of reactor material in the counter drawer. The de
tails of the assembly and measurement will be reported 
later. The arrangement of material for the simulated 
loading is included in Table II-22-I. In the simulated 
loading an attempt was made to keep iron away from 
the counter. A comparison of the results of the two 
measurements are shown in Fig. II-22-7. Error bars are 
not shown, but are of the same size as those for the 
measurement in Assembly 26 of ZPR-9 (see Fig. II-
22-6). For the most part, the differences are slight. 
There is some difference near iron resonances. When the 
simulated loading is not present, the counter can look 
directly at the stainless steel matrix structure and the 
counter drawer. As one might expect, one sees more res
onance structure. There is also some indication that 
having sodium next to the counter changes the flux near 
the sodium resonance. All in all, the effects are insuffi
cient to explain some of the discrepancies that have 
been noted between measured spectra and calculated 
spectra. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The intercomparison with theory of a series of spec
trum measurements in large dilute fast reactors has 
revealed systematic discrepancies which are believed 
to be outside of experimental error, and probably not 
entirely associated with local heterogeneity effects. The 
ability to predict the detailed flux variation in the 
vicinity of some large resonances is not very good. 
Persistent disagreement at the higher energies has been 
observed and in some cases agreement at low energy is 
rather poor. 

The proton-recoil technique can be improved in both 
the high and low energy limits and measurements with 
better statistical accuracy and resolution are feasible. 
If, as it now appears, heterogeneity effects in the meas
urements are not a limiting uncertainty, additional ef
fort may clarify observed disagreement and provide a 
rather strong criticism of the methods for calculation 
and the quality of cross section sets. 

No use has been made of the ability of the proton-
recoil method to provide accurate absolute fluxes. Suit
able reaction rate measurements made in conjunction 
with experimental observations of the spectrum should 
prove to be of considerable interest. 
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11-23. The Variable Temperature Rodded Zone (VTRZ) Project 

R . A . LEWIS, K . D . DANCE, J. F. MEYER and E. F. GROH 

The A'TRZ Project was initiated in 1967 for the 
purpose of designing, developing, and fabricating 
equipment for a heated zone experiment in the ZPR 
critical facilities. The purpose was to permit integral 
physics measurements to be made in environments 
which closely simulate the temperature conditions and 
fuel configuration of fast breeder power reactors. The 
principal intent of the measurements is to provide 
needed confirmation of the adequacy of current ana
lytical techniques used to extrapolate from measure
ments made in cold plate-type assemblies, typical of 
fast critical assemblies like the Argonne ZPR facilities, 
to hot rodded configurations typical of power reactors. 
The resulting facility designated the Variable Temper
ature Rodded Zone (VTRZ), is to be approximately 
360 liters in beatable volume (6 ft long and 20 in. in 
diam split axially into two 3 ft zones, one in each 
reactor half), capable of operation from room temper
ature to 500°C, and insulated from the surrounding 
reactor assembly. 

A description of the conceptual design of the VTRZ 
and of the basic VTRZ experimental program is con
tained in Ref. 1. Reference 2 contains a description of 
the progress of the project during 1968-1969 including 

the development of a preliminary design and the fabri
cation and testing of a prototype of the VTRZ. This 
article is a progi;pss report for the VTRZ Project in the 
period July 1969 to June 1970. 

PROGRESS OF THE VTRZ PROJECT FROM 

JULY 1, 1969 TO JUNE 30, 1970 

The principal accomplishments of the VTRZ Project 
during this period may be summarized as follows; 

1. Completion of testing the VTRZ prototype 
2. Preparation and AEC approval of a VTRZ Proj

ect Quality Assurance Program 
3. Completion of final VTRZ design (Title I I ) , is

suance of final engineering drawings and procure
ment specifications, and publication of the VTRZ 
Design Summary Report 

4. Initiation of VTRZ Heatable Zone Facility 
equipment procurement, completion of procure
ment of all VTRZ calandria cans, and continued 
procurement of fuel rods 

5. Preparation of the VTRZ Final Safety Analysis 
Report and the related VTRZ-ZPR-6 Operating 
Limits document and submission of these docu
ments for AEC review. 

file:///rgonne
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FIG, 11-23-1. Typical Plate-Type Fuel Drawer, Calandria 
Cans, and O.xide Fuel Rods. ANL Neg. No 118-S. 

PROTOTYPE TE.STING 

The Ijulk of the iierfonnance tests on the VTRZ 
l>rototype was completed in August of 1969, although a 
low level of refinement and optimization tests contin
ued throughout the reporting jieriod. The principal 
tests were: 

1. Structural (load-deflcetion I performance of tbe 
outer matrix assembly 

2. Thermal performance of the insulation and cool
ing guard-ring 

3. Temperature distribution in the heated zone 
4. Structural performance of the ball mounts 
5. Heat leakage across the insulation annulus 
6. Performance of the electrical heating system, the 

thermocouple system, and the argon loop system 
7. Exposure tests of the heated zone front cover 
8. Thermal cycling and over-temperature tests of 

sodium-filled calandria cans. 
Several significant design improvements were made 

on the basis of these tests. The most significant im
provements were in the insulation type and arrange
ment, the cooling guard-ring ducting, and in the ball-
mount design. 

A notable result of the extensive jirototype testing of 
the argon loop system has been the successful develop
ment of a sodium-vapor monitor for use in the detec
tion of the effects of a leaking sodium-filled calandria 
can within the heated zone argon cover gas. (See Paper 
III-36). 

VTRZ PROJECT QUALITY ASSURANCE PROGRAM 

The VTRZ Project was the first project of ANL to 
be required to conform in detail to the provisions of 
the ANL Quality Assurance Management Policies and 
Procedures Manual issued i l a y 8, 1969. In addition, 
the AEC-RDT Quality Assurance staff in Washington 
specifically required that the Quality Assurance Pro
gram for the VTRZ Project be approved by them prior 
to the beginning of the VTRZ Heatable Zone Facility 
fabrication. The VTRZ Quality Assurance Program 
document'' was prepared in June and July of 1969 and, 
after extensive discussion with ANL QA management 
staff members and with AEC-RDT QA staff' members 
in Washington, an extensively revised version of the 
document was approved by the AEC in October 1969. 

VTRZ FINAL DESIGN 

The VTRZ final design consists of an inventory of 
oxide fuel rods; an inventory of fuel-rod mounting as
semblies, called calandria cans because of their 
through-tube design; and a heatable zone facility. The 
oxide fuel rods are designed to be used at any tempera
ture from room temperature to a maximum of 600°C. 
The inventory of fuel rods includes dejileted UO2 rods, 
16% and 46% enriched UOo rods, and 15% and 30% 
plutonium mixed PuOo-UO^ rods. The calandria can 
inventory includes cans filled with sodium at room 
temperature (which are designed for use only at room 
temperature), cans approximately 85% filled at room 
teini>crature which are designed for heating to a maxi
mum of 600°C, empty cans designed for use in so
dium-void measurements, and several types of spe
cial-purpose cans. The VTRZ Heatable Zone Facility 
is a eoin])lex assembly which is designed to replace the 
central portion of the ZPR-6 or -9 matrix with a spe
cial insulated and heatable matrix unit. 

The oxide fuel rods and the calandria can units are 
designed so that they may be used in the regular ZPR 
matrix, at room temperature, as well as in the Heata
ble Zone Facility. It is, in fact, intended that many of 
the plate versus rod heterogeneity comparison expen-
ments will be carried out in the regular ZPR matrix at 
room temperature completely independent of the Heat
able Zone Facility. The regular ZPR plate fuel drawers 
may be used in the Heatable Zone Facility, as part of 
comparison measurements, Init they will not be heated. 

The oxide rods and rod-mounting calandria can as-
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semblies are shown in Fig. II-23-1 where they are com
pared with the regular ZPR plate-type fuel drawers. 
The oxide rods are all of one size; viz., nominally % 
in. o.d. by 6 in. long with 12 mil 304L SS cladding as 
shown in Fig. II-23-2. The calandria cans. Fig. 11-23-
3, are 304L SS, square or triangular in cross section, 
and 12 in. long with 10.5 mil wall through-tubes sized 
to contain the clad fuel rods. 

The Heatable Zone Facihty consists basically of an 
insulated heatable zone, called the inner matrix assem
bly; an outer bridge unit, called the outer matrix as
sembly; and several auxiliary systems for air cooling, 
inert gas, electrical power, and instrumentation. Figure 
II-23-4 shows the Heatable Zone Facility installed in 
ZPR-6. Figure II-23-5 is a section view, normal to the 
horizontal axis, of the inner and outer matrix assem
blies. Figure II-23-6 shows a perspective cut-away 
view of a single VTRZ half-zone. 

The inner (heatable) matrix assembly consists of a 
region in the shape of a right cylinder with an octago
nal cross section, approximately 20 in. inside across the 
flats of the octagon and 6 ft long, split normal to its 
long axis into two 3 ft "half-zone" sections; one is 
mounted in the center of each reactor half and mates 
at the reactor midplane when the halves come together 

Each half-zone contains a matrix structure which con
sists of regular ZPR (2.093 in. sq. inside by 40 mil 
wall) 304 SS matrix tubes welded together and 
mounted horizontally. The matrix structure is 
supported and enclosed by an octagonal barrel. When 
operating at room temperature, with either plate or rod
ded fuel, the inside of the zone may be cooled, if neces
sary, by circulating air through the zone in exactly the 
same manner, and using the same equipment, as is 
described in Ref. 4. In the heatable configuration, the 
heatable zone is isolated from the reactor cell by gas-
tight front and rear covers on each half-zone and a 
high-purity argon atmosphere, at a slightly negative 
pressure with respect to the cell, is provided within 
each half-zone. These precautions are taken to mini
mize the consequences if a leak occurred in a pluton
ium fuel rod or in a sodium-filled calandria can. 

Each heatable half-zone of the VTRZ is supported 
radially by ten brackets arranged, five on each side, 
along the horizontal midplane of the half-zone and 
attached to the outside of the barrel enclosing the 
heatable matrix. The brackets are shown in Figs. H-
23-3 and II-23-4. The weight of the heatable zone is 
transmitted through the brackets to a special welded 
bridge assembly, composed mainly of regular ZPR ma-
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trix tubes, which operates at room temperature and is 
designed to carry the load of the reactor core above the 
heatable zone as well as the weight of the heatable 
zone itself. Expansion of the heatable zone radially 
and axially is jiermitted by ball mounts in the support 
brackets and is controlled by radial and axial re
straints and guides attached to the front and along the 
bottom of the heatable zone. .\ 2 in. thick radial insu
lation and air cooling guard-ring annulus separates the 
heatable zone from the outer bridge assembly. 

The inner matrix assembly will be heated by % in. 
diam Inconel-elad electrical cartridge heaters of var
ious lengths up to 36 in. The heaters will rei)lace fuel 
rods in selected calandria can fuel tubes. The number 
of heaters will be selected on the basis of the require
ments of the particular experiment being performed. 

The final design of the VTRZ fuel rods was com
pleted in October of 1968; final drawings and procure
ment specifications were issued at that time. Calandria 
can design was completed in final form with the publi- ' 
cation of production drawings and procurement speci
fications in July of 1969. 

The final design of the VTRZ Heatable Zone was 
progressively frozen over the period September-

CONNECTON PANEL 

HEATER POWER BUSS 

CALANDRIA ASSV WITH HEATER SHOWN IN PLACE 

REAR COVER PLATE BOLTING FLANGE 

ngle VTRZ Halt-Zone. ANL Neg. No. 116-419. 

November of 1969. Final mechanical and electrical 
drawings and procurement specifications for all por
tions of the Heatable Zone equijiment were issued in 
February of 1970. These documents were followed by 
the publication of the VTRZ Design Summary Report' 
(DSRl in March of 1970 which contains a description 
of the details of the final design together with summa
ries of the results of all of the prototype testing and of 
the structural (stress), heat transfer, and other calcu
lations upon which the design is based. 

PROCfREMEXT OF VTRZ EQL'IPMENT 

After a jieriod of four months (October 1968 to Feb
ruary 1969) in which vendor selection and contract 
negotiation for the fuel rod procurement was carried 
out, the iiroeurement contract for the VTRZ fuel rods 
(UO, and PuO^-UO,) was signed in Februarj- of 1969. 
Actual delivery of UO2 fuel rods began in October of 
1969 and all contracted for UO, fuel rods were deliv
ered by .lune 30, 1970. Delivery of the required PuOz-
UO- is expected to be complete by June 30, 1971. Ta
bles II-23-I and II-23-II summarize the VTRZ oxide 
rod fuel inventory. 

Actual production of VTRZ calandria cans in the 
ANL Central Shops Department began April 1, 19^: 
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TABLE II-23-I. UO. FCEI , ROD INVENTORY 

Rod Type Designation (End 
Plug Stamp) 

Enrichment; w/o 
U-235 of total 
uranium 

w/o uranium of pel
lets 

0/U ratio 

w/o impurities in 
pellets 

Pellet stack wt/rod, 

304L ,SS cladding 
wt/l'od, g 

Uranium wt/rod, g 

Oxygen wt/rod, g 

U-235 wt/rod, g 

Nominal" 
R ange" 
.\tialysis'' 

Nominal^ 
Range'' 

Analysis'' 

Nominal 
Range 
Analysis 

Maximuin 
Analysis 

Nominal'' 
Range'' 
Analysis*" 

Noniiiial" 
.\nalysis^ 

Numiual'i 

Nominal'' 

Nominal ' 

.\ppru.\imate total number of rods 
in inventory 

Appro.ximate total U-235 iir.en-
tory, kg 

UOs Fuel Rod Type 

Depleted 

D 

0.22 
±0.02 
±0.02 

87.6 min 
>87.6 

>87.6 

2.00 
±0.02 
±0.01 

0.50 

89.29 
±1 .50 
±0.005-

12.3 
±0 .01 

78.2 

10,9 

0.17 

14,000 

-

16% 

A 

16,40 
±0 .05 
±0 .05 

88.14 
-1-0.06, 

- 0 . 7 4 
±0.30 

2.00 
±0.02 
±0,01 

0,50 
±0.10 

90.50 
±1.50 
±0.005 

12.3 
±0 .01 

79,8 

10,5 

13,05 

11,500 

150 

46% 

B 

40.50 
±0 .05 
±0 .05 

88.14 
-1-0.06, 

- 0 . 7 4 
±0 .30 

2.00 
±0.02 
±0.01 

0.50 
±0.10 

90.50 
±1.50 
±0.005 

12.3 
±0 ,01 

79.8 

10.5 

37.00 

4,500 

107 

summarizes the existing VTRZ calandria can inven

tory. 

Fabrication of the components of the VTRZ Heata-

TABLE II-23-II. (Pu,U)0, Fei;i, ROD I.NVI:.\TORY 

"Value must be within "Range" of "Nominal" and be 
measured within "Analysis" {2a). 

'' Pellet and pellet stack weights include impurities. 
^ Cladding weight is not directly specified. This is a calcu

lated value. Cladding weight will be determined by difference 
method to ±0.01 g, 

•̂  These values are calculated from the nominal value assum
ing 0,25 w/o impurities. 

* Total uranium in pellet stack must be known to ±0,01 g. 

and was completed on June 30. The three months pro

duction run began 8 months after completion of the 

calandria can design. The eight months was required 

for procurement of materials, for completion of process 

development on the calandria can fabrication tech

nique and for the preparation and approval of the 

Quality Assurance Plan covering the fabrication. The 

calandria can job was the first job to go through the 

Central Shops Department under the new ANI, Qual

ity Assurance Procedures manual. Table II-23-III 

Attribute 

Rod Type Designation 
Stamp) 

Uranium isotopic com
position, w/o U-235 
of uranium 

Plutonium isotopic 23*̂  
composition w/o 

(End Plug 

Nominal" 
Range" 
Analysis" 

Nominal 
Range 

of plutonium 240 Nominal 

24 

Range 

Nominal 
Range 

242 Nominal 

23S 

w/o Pu-239 + Pu-241 
of pellets 

w/o total (U -1- Pu) of 
pellets 

w/o plutonium of pel
lets 

w/o uranium of pellets 

0 / ( P u -1- U) ratio* 

w/o impurities in pel
lets 

Pellet stack wt/rod, g 

304L SS cladding, wt/ 
rod, g 

Pu-239 -h Pu-241 wt/ 
rod, g 

Plutonium wt/rod, g 

Uranium wt/rod, g 

Oxygen wt/rod, g 

Range 

Nominal 
Range 

Nominal'' 
Range'' 
Analysis'' 

Nominal 
Range 

Analysis 

Analysis 

Nominal 
Range 
Analysis 

Maximum 
Analysis 

Nominal'' 
Range'' 
Analysis'' 

Nominal 
Analysis 

Nominal'^ 

Nominal ' 

Nominal'^ 

Nominal'^ 

Approximate total number of rods 
in inventory 

Approximate total fissile (Pu-239 
-f- Pu-241) inventory. kg 

(Pu,U)0! Fuel Rod Type 

15% 

F 

0.22 
±0,02 
±0 ,02 

80.40 
±0 .80 
11.60 

±0 .50 

1.70 
- 0 . 7 0 , 

-1-0.80 
0.25 
0.25 

0.05 
±0 .05 

11.07 
±0 .17 
±0 ,08 

88,05 
±0 .40 

±0 .07 

±0.03 

1.98 
±0.02 
±0 .01 

0,50 
±0.10 

89.00 
±1.30 
±0.005 

12.3 
±0 .01 

10.46 

11.87 

67.02 

10.49 

12,700 

133 

30% 

G 

0.22 
±0.02 
±0.02 

80,40 
±0.80 
11.50 

±0 .50 

1.70 
- 0 . 7 0 , 

+0.80 
0.25 
0.25 

0,05 
±0 ,05 

23.38 
±0 .27 
±0 .08 

88.05 
±0.40 

±0,07 

±0,03 

1,98 
±0.02 
±0.01 

0.50 
±0.10 

89.40 
±1 .50 
±0.005 

12,3 
±0 .01 

20.90 

23.08 

55.04 

10.40 

6,900 

110 

High-
240 

H 

0.22 
±0.02 
±0.02 

67.30 
±0.60 
25.93 

- 0 . 1 8 , 
-1-0,35 
5.26 

- 0 . 2 3 , 
+0,33 
1,42 

- 0 , 0 8 , 
+0,10 
0.09 

±0.02 

11.67 
±0 .17 
±0 .08 

88.05 
±0 .40 

±0 .07 

±0 .03 

1.98 
±0.02 
±0 .01 

0.50 
±0 .10 

89.00 
±1 .30 
±0.005 

12.3 
±0 .01 

10.46 

14.42 

64.47 

10.49 

1,600 

20 

« Value must be within "Range" of "Nominal" and must 
be measured to within "Analysis" (2(r). If no range is specified, 
the quanti ty is not directly specified. 

'' Pellet and pellet stack weights include impurities. 
° These values are calculated from nominal values assuming 

0.25 w/o impurities. 

file:///tialysis''
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Can Type 

Square Cross 
Section 

Full-at-20°C 
6 in, axial fill 
Full-at^SO'C 
Empty 

Triangular Cross 
Section 

rull-at-20°C 
0 in. axial fill 
Full-at-550°C 
Empty 

Type 

Designation 

F 
SF 
II 
V 

F 
SF 
H 
V 

TABLt II-23-III. C.\L.\NURi.i C-\N I N V E N T O R Y 

Sodium Loading," 
g 

Nominal 

330.0 
105.0 
300.0 

— 

200,3 
103,2 
187.5 

— 

Range 

± 1 , 0 
± 1 , 0 
± 1 , 0 

— 

± 1 . 0 
± 1 , 0 
± 1 , 0 

— 

Measure
ment Pre

cision 

±0.01 
±0,01 
±0,01 

— 

±0,01 
±0.01 
±0,01 

— 

Stainles 

Assembly'' 

Nominal 

579.0 
579.0 
579.0 
579.0 

363,0 
363,0 
363,0 
363,0 

Measure
ment Pre

cision 

±0 .01 
±0.01 
±0 .01 
±0 .01 

±0,01 
±0,01 
±0 .01 
±0 .01 

5 Stee l , ' 

5 

Single Rod Retainer** 

Nominal 

8.0 
8.0 
8,0 
8.0 

5,0 
5,0 
5,0 
5.0 

Measure
ment Pre

cision 

±0.01 
±0 .01 
±0 .01 
±0 .01 

±0.01 
±0 .01 
±0.01 
±0.01 

Actual 
Number ia 
Inventory 

377 
00 

377 
382 

80 
14 
81 
90 

" Sodium loadings arespecified to be within "Range" of "Nominal" and to be measured within "Measurement Precisio 
^ Stainless steel nominal weights are only approximate; these values are not directly specified. 
= "Assembly" includes jacket, two headers, three spacers, all tubes, plus fill plug. 
^ Loaded assemblies use two retainer plates and 8 nuts ; this value is for one retainer plate plus four nuts. 

' (2.). 

ble Zone Facility began June 1, 1970, in the ANL 
Central Shops Department and Electronics Depart
ment. The 4 month period from February, when the 
final design was issued, until June was required for the 
procurement of materials, fabrication process planning 
(and some process development), and the preparation 
and approval of the Quality Assurance Plan for the 
fabrication. Delivery of all Heatable Zone components 
is expected by February 1, 1971. 

VTRZ FINAL SAFETY ANALYSIS REPORT AND 

VTRZ-ZPR-6 OPERATING 

LIMITS DOCUMENTS 

The VTRZ Final Safety Analysis Report" (FSAR) 
and the accompanying VTRZ-ZPR-6 Operating Lim
its document^ were prepared during the period Decem
ber 1969 through February 1970, and (after internal 
ANL re^dew and approval) was formally submitted to 
the AEC for approval on April 1, 1970). These docu
ments include analyses of the new safety questions 
raised by the introduction of the VTRZ into ZPR-6 
and new rules and operating limits to be imposed on 
ZPR-6 during the period of time which the VTRZ is 
installed. 

OUTLOOK FOR JULY 1, 1970, 

THROUGH JUNTD 30, 1971 

Procurement of all VTRZ fuel rods is expected to 
be completed within this period. 

Apiiroval of the VTRZ FSAR is ex])eeted in the fall 
of 1970. 

Current schedules call for out-of-pile testing ot the 
VTRZ facility in the period February through July ol 
1971. This is to be followed by installation in ZPR-6 
and the first heated measurements in September of 
1971. 

Design, development, testing, and procurement of 
special equipment needed for the heated experiments 
will be carried on throughout the period. 

REFERENCES 

1. R. A. Lewis, F. H. Martens and C. E. Till, The Variable 
Temperature Rodded Zone Project, Reactor Physics Divi
sion Annual Report, July 1, 1967 to June 30, 1968, ANL-
7410, pp. 124-125. 

2. R. A. Lewis, K. D. Dance, J. F. Meyer and T. W. JohnsoD, 
The Variable Temperature Rodded Zone {VTRZ) Program, 
Reactor Physics Division Annual Report, July 1, 1%8 to 
June 30, 1969, ANL-7610, pp. 137-143. 

3, R, A. Lewis, Quality Assurance Program Variable Tempera
ture Rodded Zone Project Heatable Zone Facility, (1969). 

4, W. Y, Kato, G. K. Rusch, L. R. Dates, C. E. Till, A, .̂ n-
carani, J . van Doorninck, C. L. Cheever and E. M, Bohn, 
Final Safety Analysis Report on the Use of Plutonium in 
ZPR-8 and -9, ANL-7442 (1970). 

5, R. A. Lewis, K. D. Dance, J. F. Meyer and E. M. Bohn, 
Variable Temperature Rodded Zone Project Design Sum
mary Report, ANL-7639 (1970). 

6, R. A. Lewis, K. D. Dance, J. F . Meyer and E. M. Bohn, 
Variable Temperature Rodded Zone Project Final Safety 
Analysis Report, ANL-7038 (1970). 

7, VTRZ-ZPR Operating Limits, (May 16, 1970). 



2!t. Zolotar 

11-24. Analysis of Time-of-Flight Measurements 

BURT A. ZOLOTAR 

197 

INTRODUCTION 

The time-of-flight method of measuring reactor spec
tra appears to be straightforward. The basic principle 
is to extract neutrons from the reactor at a given in
stant and to then measure the time distribution of these 
neutrons at a detector located relatively far away. The 
velocity or energy distribution can then be found from 
these arrival times. In reality however the interpreta
tion of the measurements is complicated by the experi
mental conditions. 

In order to obtain a burst of neutrons it is necessary 
to introduce a pulse of neutrons into the system. The 
fact that the source has a finite length and that tbe 
neutrons spend a significant period of time in the 
assembly before escaping toward the detector destroys 
the direct correlation between arrival time and neu
tron velocity. A resolution correction is thus necessary 
to determine the spectrum from the measured distribu
tion of arrival times. 

The pulsed state of the system also presents several 
other problems in interpreting the results. The sub
criticality of the system, the presence of tbe source, and 
the presence of tbe source and flight tubes all cause the 
measured spectrum to differ from the spectrum of the 
unpulsed critical system. The analysis of time-of-fiighl 
experiments must include the ability to account for 
these differences. 

The purpose of this work was to explore some of the 
methods which have been developed and to determine 
which methods should be used in analj'zing the time-of-
flight measurements which will be made at Argonne 
on ZPR-6 critical assemblies. 

RESOLUTION ANALYSIS 

The time dependent neutron spectrum, </>(x,i',n,(), 
resulting from the introduction of a source, S{x,r,^,i), 
into the reactor system is given by 

1 a«(?,!),n,t) __ H(x,v,a)^(x,»,a,t) -\- Sx,i>,g,t) (la) 
dt 

\vhere 

if 

<t>{x,v,a,0) = 0 ( lb ) 

S(x,v,a,t) = 0 for t <0, (Ic) 

and where H(x,v,a) is the time independent Boltzman 
operator. A measurement at x„ , a„ will give a time-of-
flight spectrum 

CU) j e{i>)(l>{x„ ,v,a„,t- L/v) dv, (2) 
J Lit 

where t{v) is the effective efficiency resulting from the 
product of the detector efficiency and flight path 
transmission. The purpose of the resolution analysis 
is to obtain the steady state spectrum 

<i>{x„ , V, Sl„) = / 4,{x„ , V, a.,, t) dt. (3) 

Since the direct solution of Eqs. 2 and .3 does not 
appear to be possible, several approximations have 
been used to solve for the flux. 

The first method is tbe mean emission time correction 
wherein the mean time that a neutron of velocity v 
spends in the system, 

l(v) = j t<t>(x„ , ! ) , ! !„ , t) dt/(t>{x„ , V, S2„) (4) 
Jo ~ 

is subtracted from the detector time, /*, yielding 

C{t*) L 
€{v) V^ 

<^(x„,ti,Qj = ^ ^ ^ , (5a) 

where 

t = L/v + l(v}. (5b) 

Unfortunately t^iis method does not take into account 
the substantial spread in times that a neutron of 
velocity v can reach tbe detector. It does not improve 
the resolution of the experiment and thus is not .suffi
cient at high energies. 

The second method has been used at Aldermaston,' 
Harwell,^ Winfrith' and at Karlsruhe.' I t is based on 
the assumption of time separability of the flux: 

0(a-„ , V, Q„ , () = <|.(3-,„ , 11, Q„)T(t) 

with 

/ : T(l) dt = 1. 

(6a) 

(6b) 

In this case Eq. (3) becomes 

C(t) = [ e(v),t>(x,., V, a„.)T(t - L/v) dv. (7) 
•1 Lit 

The basic procedure is to measure T{t) with an in-core 
detector and then to solve Eq. (7) by an iterative 
process. The basic limitation of the method would 
appear to be the assumption of energy and time separa-
bihty. Paterson and Shutler' have looked at the problem 

file:///vhere
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for the VERA assembUes and have concluded that 
there is no significant error as long as the time shape, 
T(t), is measured with a high energy (e.g. U-23S) 
detector. 

Gulf General Atomics has recently taken :i very 
ditierent approach to the problem.^'^ They have made 
calculations for their STSF assemblies and have con
cluded that the flux (especially at short times) is not 
separable, and thus that large errors may be introduced 
by the unfolding approach outlined above. The long 
British pulse width of approximately 3 MSCC while 
decreasing the resolution apparently eliminates the 
need for considering the short lime effects which occur 
in the first ^sec. Gulf General Atomics uses a much 
shorter pulse width and thus they have based their 
resolution analysis on a calculated correction procedure. 
Using a few-group time-dependent code they find two 
quantities, 

1. C (t), the calculated time-of-flight .spectra corre
sponding to the experimental flight path and detector, 
and 

2. D*{i), the calculated time-of-flight spectra for 
the theoretical case where all the neutrons left the 
system at time zero and were detected by a flat response 
detector. Both C*{t) and D^{t) are smoothed using 
the detailed spectra from a many group GAM calcula
tion. Using these quantities they calculate 

CF''{t) = D*{t)/C*{t) (8) 

which they use as a correction factor giving the distor
tion of the actual spectrum caused by the time behavior 
of the system and the energy dependence of tbe detector 
response. This method is not tin unfolding procedure. 
Its main limitation would appear to he the possibility 
of introducing calculated information into tbe measured 
spectra. 

A somewhat different method, proposed here, will be 
applied to the future Argonne time-of-flight measure
ments. It does not depend on time-energy separability 
and it .should not introduce calculated structure. We 
can wTite 

</)(a-„ , r, n„ , () = 0 ( j , . , r, aJT(x„,, v, fi.., (), (9) 

where 

/ T(x,. ,v,a„, t) dt = 1 (10) 
Jo 

for all V. Using Eq. (9) gives 

C{t) = j t(v),t>{x,n, V, a„) 
•''•" (11) 

?'(?» , " , ! ! " . , « - L/v) dv. 

'I\xm , f, Om, () will be found from a combination of 
calculation and experiment. The time response of the 
system can be measured with one or more detectors 
of varying energy respon.se and used to verify or make 
corrections to a time-dependent calculation. As can 
be seen from tbe normalization of Eq. (10) no details 
of tbe calculated energy spectra are used. A few-group 
calculation is all that is necessary. In the case where 
the flux is separable Etj. (11) will reduce to Eq. (7), 
It should also be possible to .solve Eq. (11) iteratively 
in the same manner that has been used to solve the 
separable form. It is expected that the time-dependent 
calculations can be made with a version of Time-
Dependent A N I S N " ' which is now being tested 
on the Argonne 360/75. This code has been modified 
to accept the Argonne Reactor Computation (ARC) 
system input formats so that the same input specifica
tions and cross sections can be used here as are used 
in the standard static analysis. 

The British experience has been that some smoothing 
of the data is necessary. This should also be the case 
here and will be a major factor in determining the 
ultimate time resolution achieved. Because of the 
difficulties of theoreticall.v predicting the resolution it is 
hoped that at least in the initial experiments the resolu
tion can be measured. This might be possible by placing 
resonance materials in the flight path and by comparing 
the unfolded spectra with and without the resonances. 
The energy locations and the broademng of the reso
nances should give a good measurement of the resolution 
achieved. 

Equation (11) does not include tbe time response 
of the detector which mtiy be on the order of 0.3 to 
0.5 MSec'" for a B-10 loaded liquid scintillator. If 
the detector has a resolution function D{v,t) where 

D{v,t) dt = 1 (12) 

for all il, then the effective total resolution function is 
given by 

T'(x„ ,v,Q„, t) 

r< (13) 
dTD{v,T)T(x„„ v,a„, t -r). 

•Ill 

T'(Xm , v,U„ , t) can then be used in Eq. (11) in place 
of T{x„ , v,Q„ , t) and .should not produce any further 
complications. It is proposed that, in addition to meas
urements of D{v,t), calculations of the detector response 
also be used to aid in the analysis. Time-Dependent 
ANISN may also be useful in this work. 

SPECTRUM ANALYSIS 

The goal of time-of-fligbt measurements will be to 
measure the spectrum of the critical reactor system. 

http://respon.se
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In fact, however, after resolution corrections the meas
urement will yield the flux specified by Eq. (3). As 
mentioned previously this spectrum will correspond to 
a subcritical jmlsed system. A combination of calcula
tions and experiments will be necessary to determine 
the spectral effects of these changes to the .system. 

As an example one can look at the spectral effects 
of the source itself. While Eq. (1) gives the time de
pendent flux following the source one can show- that 
the time integral of the flux, 0(3:,i;,Sl), is given by 

0 = H{x_,v^),i,{x,vg) + S{x,v,St), (14a) 

where 

i^(g:,i),Q) / 0(x,D,!2,() 
' ' 0 

(14b) 

I I I I I M I I I I I 1 1 I I I I I I I 

CRITICAL SYSTEM 

PULSED SYSTEM 

I I I I I I I 
I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 II 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 1920 21 

ENERGY GROUP 

FIG. II-24-1. Fluxe-s at Varying Distances from a Puint 
Source. The Calculation is for a Spherical Model of ZPR-6 
Assembly 6A. The Source is Introduced at the Center of the 
Sphere in Group 3. AN1-. Neg. No. 116-445. 

TABLE II-24-I. ENERGY GHOUP STRUCTURE USED 
IN CALCULATION 

Group 

1 

2 
3 
4 
S 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
IS 
16 
17 
18 
10 
20 
21 
22 

24 
25 

Lower Energy, 
eV 

3.68 X 10' 
2.23 X 10« 
1.35 X 10* 
8.21 X 10> 
4.98 X 10' 
3.02 X 10* 
1.83 X 10' 
1.11 X 10» 
6.74 X 10< 
4.09 X 10< 
2.48 X 10* 
1.50 X 10' 
9.12 X 10^ 
4.31 X W 
2.61 X 10' 
2.03 X 10' 
1.23 X 10' 
9.61 X 10' 
6.83 X 10' 
2.75 X 10' 
1.01 X 10' 
2.90 X 10' 
1.37 X 10' 

.i.O'i 
0.00 

and 

S{x,v,n) S{x,i\q,t} dt. (14c) 

Most static reactor codes can then be used to solve 
Eq. 14a and to calculate the flux resulting from the 
source. Figure II-24-1 shows for a spherical model of 
ZPR 6 Assembly (i a comparison with the flux of the 
critical system. A one dimen.sional transport calculation 
was used for the energy group structure shown in Table 
II-24-I. The source was introduced at the center of the 
core in energy group 3 (2.23 MeV < E < 1.35 MeV). 
The subcritical system had a ke// of 0.96. As can be 
seen, for a system of this size the time-of-flight meas
urements should be made at least 30 cm from the source 
location in order to minimize source contamination 
of the spectra. It will probably be worthwhile to verify 
these predictions with measurements by varying source 
locations. Studies of other spectral effects can be made 
using similar methods. 
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11-25. Condit ional Variances Pert inent to Doppler Effect Studies 

R. N. HWANG and L. B. MILLER* 

Because of the important role that the Doppler 
effect plays in large fast reactors there have been a 
number of studies concerning the statistical uncertain
ties of calculated Doppler coefficients in the unresolved 
region.'- One way of estimating the uncertainties is 
to construct discrete resonance sequences according to 
some prescribed distribution functions and average 
resonance parameters, and subsequently to perform 
Doppler coefficient calculations for each "ladder" gen
erated.' From a practical point of view, some bias to 
the selected resonances is obviously needed in order to 
reproduce the observed behavior of the nuclear cross 
sections as a function of energy. 

In the integral method, this criterion has been widely 
used on the averaged resonance parameters so that the 
average values of the infinitely dilute cross sections are 
in good agreement with the observed values. For this 
reason, Dyos^ has suggested the use of a modified 
Monte Carlo technique in which the selections of the 
discrete resonances are biased. In this techni(]ue the 
resonances are selected according to two criteria. First 
of all, the means and variances of the nuclear param
eters must match the theoretical values as closely as 
possible. This ensures that the resonance parameters 
satisfy the uniform statistics described by the theoreti
cal distribution functions. Secondly, the calculated in
finitely dilute cross sections of a given energy interval 
must be equal to the observed value. In a recent paper, 
Adkins and Dyos^ have investigated the statistical un
certainties of the Doppler coefhcient for a particular 
system using this technique. The point under question 
is whether this technique will, in fact, reduce the un
certainties of the calculated Doppler coefficient. Since 
the Doppler coefficient is related to the unresolved 
cross sections and their temperature derivatives in a 
rather complicated way, studies of this kind are not 

* EBR-II Project, Argonne National Laboratory. 

only time-consuming but also of dubious value if the 
results cannot be interpreted on theoretical grounds 
and generalized to all systems of interest. Hence, a 
complete theoretical study in addition to numerical 
results is needed in this area. 

A study has been made of the statistical uncertainties 
of tlie self-shielded group cross section and its tempera
ture derivative associated with the use of the biased 
selection technique where resonances are chosen to 
match the observed value of the unshielded cross sec
tion. Since the self-shielded group cross section can 
always be pictured as a superposition of an infinitely 
dilute term and a self-shielding term, the problem 
amounts to the estimation of the conditional variances 
of the self-shielding term and its temperature deriva
tive for any given value of the infinitely dilute cross 
section. A semi-analytical method based on the narrow 
resonance (NR) approximation has been developed to 
estimate these conditional variances. Both qualitative 
and quantitative results were obtained for cases of 
Pu-239 and U-23S under various physical conditions. 
It was found that the technique of the biased selection 
of resonances is potentially useful, but one must apply 
it with caution. This method will, in general, signifi
cantly reduce the statistical uncertainty in estimating 
the magnitude of the self-shielding terms, but it is less 
effective in reducing the uncertainty in tlie tempera
ture derivative of the self-shielding term. There is an , 
obvious drawback of this technique in estimating the ^ 
Doppler coefficient. The conditional variance of the ^ 
Doppler change in the self-shielding term is sensitive ,[ 
to the presence of a statistically independent over
lapping sequence. In particular, in the presence of a 
strongly overlapping sequence, the conditional variance 
of the Doppler change in the self-shielding term for the 
fission process of Pu-239 becomes practically the same ;' 
as the corresponding variances. Consequently, this h 
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techniciue becomes ineffective. Results of tlie study of 
statistical uncertainties and the temperature deriva
tive are discussed in detail in Ref. 5. 
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11-26. Typical Absolute Act ivat ion Measurements in Zero Power Reactor (ZPR) Cores 

D. W. MADDISON and L. S. BELLER* 

Several measurements of absolute activity in par
ticular materials have been performed in ZPR-3 assem
blies. These activities, in turn, lead to absolute reaction 

-• rates occurring within the reactor. Materials were 
selected to provide information on the neutron flux 
in various energy ranges and also to provide reaction 
rate information in some reactor component mate
rials. All of these activated materials were evaluated 
by using the Zero Power Plutonium Reactor (ZPPR) 
counting room facilities.^ The materials used were re
stricted because of the activation products and the 
cross sections involved in their production. Very short 
half-hfe products, less than a few tens of minutes, 

' cannot be retrieved from the critical assembly before 
they decay; and long halt-life activities, and/or those 
that have small production cross sections, are not pro-

• duced in sufficient ((uantity to evaluate them accu-
- rately. 
- Some materials used are essentially resonance de

tectors while others are threshold detectors. Our present 
' investigations have included those materials and reac-
• tions presented in Table II-26-I. Also included in 
• Table II-26-I are some typical reaction rates resulting 

-' from exposure of these materials in or near the core 
:; region of ZPR-3 assemblies, and their absolute accu-
% racies as determined with the ZPPR counting facilities^ 
•• and analyzed with our data analysis codes.^ These 

values assume that the nuclear decay data and fission 
. yield data used are accurate, which in some cases is a 
-. poor assumption. Some values may have quoted errors 
, as large as 20 % because of poorly known gamma transi-
' tion intensities. Several other reactions are not included 

in the list that could easily be evaluated but were not 
investigated at this time. 
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TABLE II-26-I. RE.ACTIONS AND RE.\CTION R.VTBS FOR 
VARIOUS MATERIALS IN ZPR-3 

Material 

NaCl 
NaCI 
Al 

S 

Sc 

T i 

T i 

T i 

F e 

F e 

M n 

N i 

C u 

C r 

Z r 

Z r 

I n 

I n 

Cfilc 
L a 

T a 

W 

A u 

T h 

T h 

U-238 
U-238 
U-235 
P u 

Reaction 

Na"( i i ,7 )Na" 
C l " ( n , a ) P " 
A l " ( n , a ) N a " 
S"{n,p)P" 
So<'('>,7)Sc" 
Ti"(K,p)Sc" 
Ti"(ii,p),Sc" 
Ti<"(n,p)Sc" 
Fe"(n,p)Mn'< 
F e " ( n , p ) M n " 
M n " ( n , T ) M n " 
Ni"(»>,P)Co>« 
Cu«»(n,T)Cu«' 
Cr»(n'7)CrS" 
Zr"{n,-,)Zr" 
Zr»«(ji,,7)Zr" 
I n " ' ( i i , n ' ) I n " ' " 
In '"(n,T)In"« 
I'"(7i,2n)I"« 
La"«(n,T)La '" 
Ta '« ' (» ,7)Ta '" 
W"<(n,T)Wi" 
Au'"(n,T)Au"» 
T h » ' ( n , / ) N b " 
Th"'{n,yl3)Pa,"' 
U'« ' (n , / )Nb" 
U"«(>i,7(3)Np"» 
U'^ '(7i , /)Nb" 
P u " » ( n , / ) N b " 

Typical 
Reaction Rate" 

1.0-4.0 X 10' 
0.1-5.0 X 10» 
0.2-4.5 X 10» 

0.04-1.5 X 10" 
2.5-5.5 X 10'« 
0.5-4.5 X 10» 
0.2-4.5 X 10» 
0.4-8.0 X 10' 
0.1-3.0 X 10"» 

0.08-3.0 X 10' 
1.0-9.0 X 10'« 
0.1-3.5 X 10'« 
1.0-4.0 X 10'« 
1.0-4.3 X 10'" 
1.5-3.0 X 10' 
1.5-6.0 X 10' 
0.3-4.5 X 10" 
0.8-7.0 X 10" 

0.04-1.4 X 10' 
1.0-fi.O X 10» 
0.2-5.3 X 10" 
0.3-5.5 X 10" 
0.8-6.8 X 10" 
0.8-4.0 X 10» 
0.5-2.5 X 10" 
1.0-0.0 X 10" 
0.2-2.0 X 10" 
0.9-7.0 X 10" 
1.0-8.0 X 10" 

Absolute 
Error,** 

Cr 
/O 

2 . 9 

8.0' 
4 . 3 

8.0« 
3 . 0 

6 . 0 

3 . 3 

4 . 0 

4 . 0 

3 . 0 

2 . 8 
3 . 1 

2 . 8 

6-20 
7 . 0 

4 . 0 

2 . 8 

2 . 8 

3-15 
3 . 2 

2 . 8 

2 . 8 

2 . 8 

30.0 
3 . 0 

3 . 2 

2 . 8 

2 . 8 

3 . 5 

" Reactions/h-g at a nominal power level of 600 W. 
^ Absolute error for counting system calibration is 2.7%. 
« Absolute calibration error for Si (Li) beta detector. 

Plutonium Reactor (ZPPR), Reactor Physics Division 
Annual Report, July 1, 1968 to June 30, 1969, ANL-7610, 
pp. 379-381. 

L. S. Beller and D. W. Maddison, Automated Spectrum Anal
ysis Methods for Ge(Li) Detectors, Reactor Physics Divi
sion Annual Report, July 1, 1968 to June 30, 1969, ANL-
7610, pp. 416-417. 
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11-27. ^e/f Measurements in Two Fast Reactor Critical Assembl ies 

S. G. CARPENTER, J. ^I . GASIDLO and J. ^ 1 . STEVENSON* 

INTRODITCTION 

As part of a continuing effort to study the experi
mental accuracy of small sample reactivitj^ measure
ments we have measured 0e/f in two cores. One core 
had primarily U-235 fissions and the other primarily 
Pu-239 fissions. A previous paper^ concluded that the 
error in the calculated value of /S /̂/ in any one isotope 
relative to another is not large and does not affect 
reactivity calibrations to an important extent. The 
reactivity reported in cents or inhours should therefore 
not be in error more than 1 or 2 % and nowhere near 
the 30% difference found in certain cores when com
pared with calculations. 

Since the experimental results for the small sample 
reactivities are in cents or inhours and the calculated 
value is in Ake/k, an incorrect value of jSe// will produce 
a difference in the comparison of the same percentage 
as the error in ^e// • The purpose of these experiments 
was to measure ^e/f in two cores which were particularly 
simple in that most of the fissions occured in only one 
isotope. Insofar that jSe/f is not greatly different from 
0 it is expected that any major uncertainty is not 
particularly sensitive to the core but only to the isotope. 
The loadings for the two cores, ZPR-57 and -59, are 
given in Papers 11-12 and 11-13. Core 57 is predomi
nantly U-235 and BeO with an iron reflector, and Core 
59 is predominantly Pu-239 and carbon with a lead 
reflector. 

The general equation from which the experimental 
small sample reactivity results are obtained is [Ref. 1, 
Eq. (1)] 

correctly and provide.s a time hi.story of the sum of the 
two terms: 

Ak, (S. . I f f dnjt) 
n(t)k, L/3.// dt 

23 aie~'''' 1 njin -\- X, / k,n(t)e'''' dt\\. 

(1) 

where n{t) is proportional to reactor power. The 
apphcation of Eq. (1) takes several forms some of which 
require n{t) to behave in certain ways. In each case, 
the right hand side of the equation is very insensitive 
to ^eff , ke, and I and depends only on power ratios, 
aj's, and Xi's. Results noted in Ref. 1 indicated that the 
Oi's and X,'s of Keepin'' predict the delayed neutron 
decay rate quite well over the power ratios u.sed in the 
small sample measurements. 

The left hand side of the equation is then obtained 

* UKAEA, Winfrith, Dorchester, Dorset, England. 

.4(0 = $(0 + fSe 

kA,Mt) 

Since the neutron production rate vF(t) = {n/()k,, 

Ait) = $(t) -{- S. 
H.tfFW •• 

where F{t) is the fission rate in the core and v is the 
average number of neutrons produced per fission. If 
the reactor with a source >S', is leveled in power and a 
small change in reactivity is made then F{t) will change 
while $(i) remains constant .so that the two terms can 

So 
be .separated and the value of =— determined. 

^ D,tfvF{.t) 
The neutron production rate relative to any instru

ment reading used to measure the power level is deter
mined experimentally. This is done with absolute 
fission counters for each isotope in the core producing 
significant fissions, v is assumed Ivnown. 

Since the value of Se is not known for the ns-buih 
core, a prehminary run is made to measure it and a 
second experiment is done by inserting a source of 
known strength into the center of the core and again 

c 
determining zr— (apparent reactivity effect) for 

t^e/ffyt) 
the inserted source at this value of F. The only undeter
mined value other than 3,// is S, : 

S, = S<t,*/^„ 
where tf> is the average importance of a source neutron 
at the source position (center), ^ is the average im
portance of a fission neutron in the reactor, and iS is 
the absolute source strength. S is measured outside of 
the reactor while the ratio of importances is determined 
from the measured fission distribution, a measured f 
distribution using the same .source but now at all 
positions, and a calculated correction since the energy 
distribution of source (Cf-2.52) neutrons is not exactly 
the same as those from U-2.3,5 or Pu-239. 

The results are then used to find 
t^'ff — = , 

VvF,t,+j 

where V is the apparent reactivity of the neutron source 
S when the reactor fission rate is F. This method is 
essentially the same as the thermal reactor experiment 
in which the fuel is replaced point by point with a lA' 
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absorber of the same strength and the reactivity effect 
is found and integrated over all the fissionable material 
in order to find the reactivity effect of turning off all 
the fi.ssions. In this experiment the same type of result 
is found by adding fissions in the proper distribution 
instead of subtracting them. 

The relative fission rates and importance distribu
tions need not be measured at all points if the core is a 
simple shape and the fluxes are separable in space. 
Distributions along the axis and midplane are used 
with a combination of two-dimensional calculations to 
correct for non-separability and non-circular bound
aries. 

We have used the following particular form of the 
simple expression in which the measured numbers and 
corrections were taken in this combination: 

S 
VvNF, 

RF)(RI) - ^ \ p-°-4 - ^ RFCRIC , 

where 
S is the absolute source strength 
V is the apparent reactivity effect of the source 

neutrons 
V is the average number of neutrons/fission 

N is the number of U-235 or Pu-239 atoms in the 
reactor 

F„,e is the fission rate/atom of XJ-23o or Pu-239 at 
the core center in the counter geometry 

F, is the total fission rate/atom of U-235 or Pu-2.39 
at the core center (includes all isotopes) in the 
counter geometry 

Hj is the peak-to-average fi.ssion rate assuming 
circular core, space .separability, and radial and 
axial data 

Ri is the peak-to-average importance of a source 
neutron assuming a circular core, .space separa
tion, and radial and axial data 

Fp is the total fission rate/atom of U-235 or Pu-239 

at the core center in the cell geometry 
(t)s is the average importance of a source neutron 
tftf is the average importance of a fission neutron 

(t>% is the average importance of a fission neutron 
at the source position 

(fipF is the average importance of a fission neutron 
in the cell 

RFC is the calculated correction to account for the 
fact that the fission distribution was measured 
along the axis and a diameter, and RF is calcu
lated assuming a cylindrical core and R-Z fission 
rate separability 

RIO is a quantity similar to RFC for the importance 
distribution. 

The five ratios in the brackets are reasonably small 
corrections, three of which can be measured with some 

accuracy if necessary to reduce the overall error. The 
other values are measured, except v which must be 
calculated from assumed v values and relative fission 
rates. 

EXPEBIMENTAL MEASUREMENTS 

The absolute source strength, S, for the smaller 
source (used in Core 57) was measured using the 
method of the manganese-sulfate bath .solution as 
described in Ref. 3; the value was measured by the 
authors of Ref. 3. The larger source strength was com
pared to the smaller by both a manganese sulfate bath 
and neutron counter using a li(]uid proton recoil de
tector. The sources, Cf-252, were contained in con
tainers of aluminum and stainless steel so that the 
outer dimensions (?^2 X 0.5 in.) were of a size handled 
by available sample changers and drive mechanisms. 

The apparent reactivity, V, of the neutrons was 
determined using an autorod which had previously been 
calibrated in dollars using Eq. (1). As noted above this 
type of calibration is insensitive to /3,// . In order to 
remove the real reactivity effect of the container the 
measurement was made at two powers so that the terms 

, , . , , /A*: ' fS, \ on the left of the expression, I ; -I- 7— 7— ) , 
\keff,ff keffefMO/ 

could be separated for the source and container. The 
central apparent worth for Core 57 was measured for 
another experiment by M. ]\I. Bretscher (see Paper 
11-11) and his result was used for V. In a like manner 
an axial and a radial traverse were made to find the 
relative magnitude (see Fig. II-27-1) as a function of 
position in the c«re. The peak-to-average importance 
ratio, Ri, was found from these data and the measured 
fis.sion distributions and assumed values of v. This value 
contains the assumption of a cylindrical core and flux-
space separation: 

R, = 
i,*{0,0) 

.̂ +(0,0) I I I E v,Fi(r)Fi(z)dY 

}f{ E ^,FAr)F,iz)<l>''(r)^'^(z)dV 

The value is independent of any normalization of F 
OT(t>*. 

In a like manner the value RF was determined from 
fission counter traverses (see Fig. II-27-2). I t is noted 
that in the radial traver.se an oscillation of the measured 
points can be seen. This occurs because the measure
ments were made at two positions in the cell. Both 
curves have the same shape, .so either gives the correct 
average. An average of the two was used. 

RF 

Z F,(0)F,(0) jf f dV 

III E PMF,(z) dV 

http://traver.se
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Figures II-27-1 and II-27-2 also give selected calcula
tional points which show httle shape deviation from 
the experiments. This would indicate that the denomi
nator of the perturbation expression is calculated 
correctly relative to the center or to any other point. 
This point is not particularly important in measuring 
ft// but it is an additional requirement in order to 
expect to correctly calculate a small sample reacti^-ity. 

The factors f „« and F, were detennined from the 
same measurements using the points at the center of 

the core. The value of .V was taken directly from the 
loading records for the isotopes U-235 and Pu-239. 
The value of v was determined from a core calculatkn 
of the total number of fissions as well as the total 
neutron production rate. 

CAIX:UI^\TED COBBECTIOXS 

The correction factors Rrc and R,c were determined 
from two-dimensional diffusion theory calculatimB 
tising the ARC System. A'-}' geometry was used •» 
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correct for the non-circular boundary. The fluxes and 
adjoint fluxes from the calculations were used in the 
same way and along the same diameter that the experi
mental data were used to calculate RF and Ri, and 
then the full calculation was made point by point. The 
ratio of the latter to the former j^ave a partial corr(!C-
tion. The R-Z calculation was then used in a similar 
way to find the correction for assumed separability in 
space (see I'ig. 11-27-:i). The smaller ( '^1 %) correction 
came from the R-Z calculation. 

The correction factor <l>t/<i>F was estimated assuming 
a Maxwellian distribution for the fission neutrons, 
calculating the contribution to each of the multigroup 
sets of the core calculation, and weighting the value.s 
for each isotope over the central calculated importances. 
The values used for the temperatures were 1.3 for 
0-235, 1.5 for Cf-252, and 1.4 for Pu-239. This correc
tion is very small and the uncertainties were taken to 
he about as large as the correction. 

The two correction factors, <^Fs/0f/> and Fc/Fp , which 
correct for the fact that the measurements were made 
with a source or counter not at the plate location where 
the fi.ssions occur, were estimated from a tran.sport 
theory cell calculation for ('ore 57'*' and a CALHP^T^ 
calculation for Core 59. The error estimates were crude. 
They were estimated by observing the total swing.s (see 
Fig. II-27-4) through the cell and taking about one-
third of that as the uncertainty. Foil measurements 
could reduce one of the uncertainties considerably' but 

CURVES 15 THRU 19 -

CURVES 2 THRU 13 -

OISTANCE ALONG Z AXIS FROM CORE CENTER (Cm) 

Fiii. II-27-3. Core 57 R-Z Calrnhition. ANL-ID-10S-A11374. 

' 1 ' 1 ' 1 

, 1 , 1 1 1 

' 1 ' 

1 1 1 

s 
V 
F 

N 
F„, 

RF 
R, 

F,JF, 

P./I'r 
tt>s/<i>p 
4>i's/4>Fi' 

RFC 

R,c 

li,„ (Kxp.) 
H,f, (Calc.) 

TABLE II-27-I. 

Core 59 
(Pu-239) 

5.94 X 10' 
0.03938 $ 
2.950 

1.913 X 10" 
2.483 X 10-" 

1.477 
1.523 
0.980 

1.059 
0.997 
0.971 
0.987 
0.972 

0.00233 ±0.00010 
0.00230 

tiiff RESULTS 

Core 57 
(U-23S) 

9.197 X 10« 
0.06997 S 
2.490 

2.1f)5 X 10" 
7.850 X 10-" 

1.564 
1.667 
0.948 

1.013 
1.005 
0.949 
1.022 
1.026 

0.0078 ±0 .0003 
0.0072 

Error Est., 

% 
± 1 . 0 
± 1 . 0 
± 1 . 0 
± 0 . 5 
± 2 . 0 
± 2 . 0 
± 1 . 5 
± 0 . 2 

± 1 . 5 
± 0 . 3 
± 1 . 0 
± 1 . 0 
± 1 . 0 

0 12000 2'1000 36000 48000 60000 

FIG. II-27-4. Core 67 Uelative Fis.sion Rate Across Cell. 

ANL Neg. No. 116-469. 

not the total uncertainty unless other errors can be 
reduced. 

RESULTS 

Table 11-27-I gives the values of the quantities along 
with an estimate of the uncertainties. The values be
tween the dotted lines are all calculated ratios. The 
value for ;3,// (experimentally determined) and its 
error are a straightforward combination of the values 
in the table. The largest errors came from the absolute 
fission rate estimates and :tre in F„,c, RF , FJFp and 
RFC • With a mu^h larger effort a significant improve
ment could be made. In the present search for a 30% 
difference it was not considered necessary. 

The calculated ft// values were obtained from .spheri
cal diffusion theory calculations ' and Keepin data 
were used for delayed neutron parameters. These 
calculations could be refined but are representative of 
the way in which they are usually made and from which 
the reactivity values to he compared with experiments 
are usually calculated. Several other methods (2D and 
ID cylindrical) were also used and these produced 
little change in ft//. Various cross section sets were not 
tried. Differences of several percent could be expected 
from changes in input data. 

CONCLUSIONS 

We have not found an experimental uncertainty 
which can cause a 30''̂ > error in the measurement of a 
reactivity change. On the contrary we believe that 
small sample reactivity results, essentially independent 
of any calculated input, can be measured in the core 
center to about 1% in units of cents and to about 5% 
in units of Afc,. If the calc\ilated value of ft// is more 
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accurate than the experimental value, the results will 
be better than 5%. The measured ^e// is only a few 
percent higher than that normally used with an uncer
tainty of a few percent. I t is also expected that these 
results are not unique to these cores but are typical 
of the errors to be found in ^e// calculations. 
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11-28. Rod Drop Measurements of Subcrit ical i ty 

S. G. CARPENTER and R. W. GOIN 

INTRODUCTION 

Most of the usual methods of measuring the sub
criticality of a system require that a reference measure
ment be made in the critical condition and the assump
tion is then made that the efficiency of a detector (or 
worth of a rod) remains the same for the subcritical 
measurement. However, in order to reproduce in a 
critical experiment the conditions that may occur in a 
power reactor, it is sometimes necessary to measure 
the degree of subcriticality of an experimental con
figuration which is never restored to criticality by 
compen.sating changes. For example, this occurs in the 
measurement of the worth of insertion of all control and 
safety rods. It is possible to use a rod drop technique to 
make these measurements if certain precautions are 
taken and if the system is less than about 10 dollars 
subcritical. No critical calibration is needed and in 
many cases the normal operating instrumentation can 
be used. Two descriptions of tliis technique are given 
here: a simplified method which illustrates the basic 
features and in which the counting rates are measured 
at only three points in time, and a more general method 
in which the entire count-rate history is utilized. 

SIMPLIFIED METHOD 

Assume that the reactor is initially subcritical by 
an amount A/ĉ j and an equilibrium counting rate, Ri, 
from a detector is obtained under this condition. An 
absorbing rod is then inserted instantaneously. Imme
diately after the insertion (rod drop) the counting 
rate is ^2 • At a long time after the drop a new equilib
rium count rate, i^3, is obtained. 

The method of performing the experiment should be 
chosen to assure that the detector efficiency and effec

tive source strength are the same before and after the 
drop. We can then write 

Sc ^ g . + S ^iCi 

-Ak., ~ -AAv, + ^e// 
^Ri = Pl (1) 

where I'l is the neutron production rate, t is the recipro
cal of the counter efficiency for counting neutron 
production, AJ;,, is the degree of .subcriticality before 
the rod drop, so that 1/ —A*:,, is the delayed multiplica
tion and l/( — Ak„ + (3,//) is the prompt multiplication, 
<S, is the effective source strength, and finally 2 •̂'̂ i 
is the delayed neutron source at the time of the reac
tivity insertion. Furthermore, since the sources {S, •{• 
/. XiCi) are the same immediately after the drop as 

before the drop, we have. 

eR.2 = P, 
S, Z x-c,. 

-AA-„ + , 

and finally after a long time when the delayed neutrons 
are again at equilibrium, 

efts = P, 
So 

-Ak„ 
(3) 

where Ak,, is the subcriticality after the drop (that is, 
AJ;,, — At,, is the reactivity worth of the dropped rods). 

From Eqs. (1) and (2) we have 

Kl ^ -Ai ;„ + ff.„ 

R, -Ai;., -f 0.„ 

and from Eqs. ( I j ' and (3) we have 

Ry 

Ri 

Afc„ 
At,, 
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Solving these expressions for AJ-,,/j3,// and Ak,./^,,, , 

Ak., __ ff i - l 
^ - 1 
Rs 

Ak,. 
R^ 

Rs' 

R, 

R, 

S - ' 
For systems in which the reactor is initially far-

subcritical R2/R3 is close to unity, whereas R1/R2 may 
be made appreciably greater than unity by ensuring 
that the worth of the dropped rods is comparable to 
the initial subcriticality. Hence to determine the initial 
subcriticality. At,, , the most critical measurement is 
of the ratio (R2/R3). Experimentally R, may be deter
mined accurately by simply increasing the counting 
time in the final equilibrium condition whereas R2 is, 
in principle, an instantaneous measurement so that 
the principal source of error lies in the measurement 
of ft. 

GENERAL METHOD 

The use of the instantaneous value, R2, for the count 
rate after the drop is not an efficient u.se of all of the 
data. The simplified method is based upon the fact 
that the delayed neutron source rate is known because 
it is the same before and after the drop. In fact, the 
delayed neutron source rate is known at all times and 
the whole time history can be used by calculating the 
delayed neutron source as a function of time. It should 
be noted, however, that the important time regime 
remains that immediately after the rod drop. 

Assuming point kinetics during the measurement 
the reactivity of the .system may be «Titten, 

the instantaneous R{t) from ])rompt multiplication of 
the constant source and the second term is that due 
to delayed neutrons. The latter can be calculated by 
knowing the previous count rate history, the former 
is a constant if ;S',, (, and A remain constant. If the 
history after a rod movement is observed (not neces
sarily instantaneously, but as fast as practical since 
the most significant information is obtained at small 
times), we can calculate A/i-,//.',/3,//. 

Equation (4) may be written 

R{t) = a -f i) X(t) 

where 

Xit) = T. a,e~^''(i«Riik,» + X , / k,tRe^" dl\ / e 

and X(t) can be calculated for each time, t, at which 
a measurement is made if it is assumed that e = m 
(that is, the efficiency is not a function of time), and 
A;,o is estimated; 

S.( 
_ k,e0,„ 

\ k.,a,„) 
which is constant atter the rod movement if e is con
stant; 

'̂ F̂IJ 
and hence , 

At, _ t) (5) 

>,// 1 - p,ft 

Also X{t) before the drop (t = 0) is equal to Rak^ so 
that fromEq. (4) 

At, RU) S,r/k,fP,„ - (l/ek,)Y, OiC-'-" f e„fi„t,o + X, I k,eRe''"dtj .̂ 

R(t) 

(See Ref. 1 for the derivation of this equation; eR has 
been substituted for n, the number of neutrons in the 
system; « is redefined here and the subscript 0 refers 
to time 0; and ( is neutron lifetime.) If one rearranges 
to solve for R{t) and ignores the last term which is 
«At, / t ,^ , / / (it may be retained with no change in 
result), 

r, ok,Q 
tin = 

iR(t) ( (4) 
dt k,ff,„R(t) 

+ Ko 

and 

At,o 
t.»/3,/j 

Afc,o _ —a 
J^ ~ 1>R„' 

R(t) 
S,(/k,i + ( l A t , ) E a,e- ' ' ' feoifct,„ + X, | k,tRe'''' dl\ 

I 

In the numerator the first term is the contribution to 

(At, / t , f t / / ) 

If e is not a constant a calculational correction may 
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TABLE II-28-I. llE.v 
PLUTO.N'H ' .M 1{EM( 

Step 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
S 

L'TIVITY C H - ^ N G E P E R k g OF 

vEo .VT C O R E C E N T E R 

Total kg Pu 
Removed 

2 
8 

12 
20 
24 
32 
35 
:v2 

kg Removed in 
This Step 

2 
6 
4 
8 
4 
8 
3 

- 3 

% i* /*Ag 

0.283 
0.243 
0.283 
0.196 
0.187 
0.152 
0.158 
0,158 

be made, although the position of the dropped rod 
should be chosen so that its insertion does not affect 
the detector efficiency. The solution for a and 6 is not 
sensitive to the choice of t,o and no iteration is necessary 
even if t,o is assumed to be unity. 

The solution for a and b is done by least-squares 
fitting. The time-channel widths for accumulating the 
power history are selected to be short compared to the 
major delayed neutron half-lives so that X{t) is well 
defined. The statistical error in R{t) is then also not 
correlated strongly with that in X(t) since the latter 
is a weighted average of many R's. The statistical error 
in R(t) is large compared with that in bX{t). A weight
ing function proportional to R(t) may be used on R(t) 
but the weights do not vary appreciably for far-suh-
critical systems. 

An error in b can be calculated so that an error in 
At,//3,// is also determined from Eq. (5) 

EXPERIMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS 

The usual requirement tliat the counting chamber 
and electronics should produce a count rate \\hich is 
proportional to power should be carefully reviewed 
when setting up a data channel for subcritical meas
urements. This is true since the reactor operation 
covers power ranges not normally used when measuring 
power histories. The background from neutron sources 
and from any gamma sensitivity of the chamber must 
be small; this must also be true of the effects of noise 
sources from chamber power supplies, cables, amplifiers, 
microphonics, etc. The time response of the system 
should be short compared with the rates of power 
changes and the delayed neutron half lives. Finally, the 
necessary efficiency of the chamber (in order to follow 
the power fluctuations in the reactor rather than 
chamber counting statistics) is much higher than when 
the reactor is in the near-critical condition since the 
prompt fission chain lengths are much shorter. Poor 
efficiency can only be compensated by longer runs. 

Assuming these points are satisfactorily met, it has 
been noted earlier that certain other conditions are 
necessary to apply the method in this straightforward 
form. With good statistics and modifications in data 
handling or theoretical corrections, some of these con
ditions can be relaxed. The initial power should be 
constant for .sufficiently long (!5ilO min.) to allow the 
delayed neutron precursors to attain equilibrium. 
During the measurements the value of e, S, and f should 
not change significantly, especially after the drop, and 
the time channels used should be short enough so that 
the integral may be obtained accurately and the error 
in it is poorly correlated to that in R(t). 

If these requirements are met, then one wishes to 
obtain the most data in a certain amount of time. 
Several points are worth noting. A large S, increases 
the counts, and sources can be added beneficially to 
the system if they can be distributed reasonably. The 
best data are obtained immediately after the rod move
ment so that the movement should be done as fast as 
possible (<0.1 sec) without "bouncing" and in such a 
manner that it is known when its movement stops. 
There is an optimum size of change to be made which is 
dependent on the subcriticality and is of the same 
order as the subcriticality. The interesting data for 
mea.suring subcriticalities of the order of a few dollare 
occurs in tens of seconds after the drop so that repeated 
rod drops (which can be done in the same time history 
to avoid the ten minute wait which is still necessary at 
a run start) should be made every minute or so. It is of 
advantage if the reactor is as reactive as possible, and 
it is thus preferable to start above the reactivity which 
one wishes fo measure and then subtract reactivity to 
achieve the condition to be studied. An appropriate 
waiting time may be chosen (depending on the meas
urement) and the reactivity may be re-inserted and the 
cycle repeated until the required accuracy is obtained. 
It is not essential to add reactivity rapidly if safety 
considerations prohibit it but loss of data results if 
reactivity is not added rapidly. 

SAMPLE RESULTS 

A series of measurements has been made on ZPPR 
Assembly 1 using an early modification of the technique 
of the rod drop measurement. In the measurements a 
B4C control ring was removed step by step while fuel | 
was removed at the core center to keep the system suh-
critical. The counting chamber was outside a B4C ring 
so that its efficiency changed. The purpose of the ex
periments was to determine the amount of subcriti
cality at each step. Safety rods were used to make a 
step reactivity change for each measurement. The con
sistency of the measurements can be seen by noting the 
At,/kg obtained each time fuel was removed (see 
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Table II-28-I). The value of At, /kg becomes smaller 
as the unfueled area at the core center becomes larger. 

These results were obtained from single measure
ments of about 50 sec each, the reactivity of interest 
being the higher of the two in the individual experiment 
rather than the lower. 

A second series of measurements was done on ZPR-3, 
the purpose being to determine the worth of massive 
control rods. It was of interest to note the measured 
worth of Control Rod 6 which was used for the step 
change in each measurement. This worth should remain 
approximately constant. An additional variable in 
certain experiments was that in which a neutron source 
was used which increased the power level by about a 
factor of four. Table II-28-II presents the results of 
these measurements. A comparison of these results 
shows that the worth was quite insensitive to the par
ticular condition in which the measurements were made. 
The accuracy of the results is dependent upon the num
ber of measurements; in these examples, the number of 

TABLE II-28-I1 . WORTH OF CONTROL ROD 6 AS A 
FUNCTION {IF SUHCRITIC 

Appro.x. Ate. 

0.0042 
0,0042 
0.005B 
0.0056 
0.0090 
0.0100 
0.0100 

\LITY 

Rod 6 Worth, 
All, 

0.00208 
0.00213 
0,00206 
0,00206 
0,00180 
0,00212 
0,00204 

Source Inserted? 

Yes 
No 
No 
Yes 
No 
Yes 
No 

experiments was one, two, or three rod drops. Typical 
errors for this type of single measurement range from 
2% at one dollar to 15% at 10 dollars subcritical. 
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11-29. Experimental Determinat ion of the Perturbat ion 
Denominator in Fast Critical Assemblies 

W. C. REDMAN and M. M. BRETSCHER 

INTRODUCTION 

.\ recent note^ has focussed attention on the per
sistent discrepancy between measured and calculated 
reactivity coefficients in fast critical assemblies. An 
extensive intercomparison of calculated and measured 
central reactivity worths in a wide variety of fast reac
tors has shown^ an average overestimate by the calcu
lations of 17% for strongly reactive materials. Recent 
measurements' in uranium- and plutonium-fueled fast 
critical assembUes have shown that the effective de
layed neutron fraction is approximately 5 % larger than 
calculated, thereby providing a partial explanation for 
the observed discrepancy between calculated and meas
ured reactivities. The likely explanation for the residual 
discrepancy appears to be faulty cross-section data used 
in the calculational models, with differences in experi
mental and calculated conditions a lesser contributing 
factor. 

A by-product of the measurement of capture-to-
fission ratio by the reactivity-reaction rate method* is 
the data necessary to provide several experimental de
terminations of the denominator of the expression for 
the reactivity of a sample given by first-order per
turbation theory. Such experimental determinations of 

the perturbation denominator are useful for guidance 
in the selection <of consistent combinations of cross-
section sets and computational models. Heretofore, 
the apparent reactivity of a calibrated Cf-252 spontane
ous fission source has been used to provide' an experi
mentally based value of this ciuantity. In the measure
ments reported here absorbing and fissile samples were 
also used to provide independent determinations of the 
perturbation denominator for three fast criticals: 
ZPR-9 Assemblies 24 and 25 and ZPR-.3 Assembly 57. 

BASIC EQUATIONS 

First order perturbation theory gives the reactivity 
for a sample inserted in a reactor in terms of the ratio 
of the effective change in neutron population due to 
absorption, production and scattering of neutrons by 
the sample relative to the importance-weighted neutron 
production rate in the entire reactor, termed the per
turbation denominator, D. As shown previously,^ the 
perturbation denominator is related to the apparent 
reactivity of a spontaneous fission source as follows: 

„ _ S,l,f(S) 
P (S) 

(1) 
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TABLE II-29-I. ATOM DENSITIES OF CENTRAL REGIONS IN 
ZPR-9 ASSEMBLIES 24 AND 25 ANU ZPR-3 ASSEMBLY 57, 

10^' atoms/cm' 

U-235 
U-238 

C 
Be 
0 
Al 
Fe 
Cr 
Ni 

.\-24 

1.1347 
12.2363 
43.3814 

6.7549 
1.9280 
0.854 

.\-25 

2.1401 
33.2329 

1.6494 
0.8368 
1.9518 
0.8643 

.\-5i 

4.081 
6.:i47 

39.01 
:i9.01 
5.546 

Similarlv, for a nonfissionable absorber 

D., 
-R.{-i)4,t(A) 

p{A)ll 

and for a fissile material 

p,{A)/p{A)]' 

DF 
p(l - p./p) 

(2) 

(3) 

Here (̂ * is the calculated average neutron importance 
weighted according to the sample's neutron emission 
{S,F) or absorption (^4) rate, and pg/p is the calculated 
fraction of the total reactivity resulting from scattering. 
The measurable quantities are the neutron source 
strength *5, the reaction rates (R) for fission (/), absorp
tion (a) and capture (c), and the real (p) and apparent 
{p ) reactivities. i> is the average number of neutrons 
emitted per fission, and a = Rc/Rf • 

The perturbation denominator is the total impor
tance-weighted neutron production rate in the reactor 
and hence is proportional to the square of the power 
level. By normalizing the measured reaction rates and 
apparent som-ce reactivity to the same power level in 
the re activity-re act ion rate (p — R) method for de, 
the quantities combine to yield an expression for 
capture-to-fission ratio which does not involve the 
perturbation denominator explicitly; specifically, 

1 + a 
RjA)<t»*{A)/<t>* 

iA)[l 

L Rf 

pAA)/piA)] 

/p) _ vpiS)'^/ i>ns) 
]• 

(4) 

Consequently, previous descriptions of such measure
ments have not reported values for the perturbation 
denominator. Here the measurements made in Assem
bhes 24 and 25 of ZPR-9 and Assembly 57 of ZPR-3. 
are used to derive values for this quantity based on 
measurements with a soin-ce (Cf-252), a nonfissionable 
absorber (Li-6), and a fissile material (U-238) in each 
assembly. 

Calculation of a value for D based on U-238 may 
appear circuitous, since the combination of measured 
quantities is used to obtain a value for a, assuming that 
Ds = D.^ = DF . However, its validity becomes appar
ent when one recalls that a value of a for U-238 resuhs 
directly from the radiochemical procedures. 

DESCRIPTION OF ASSEMBLIES 

Assemblies 24 and 25 in ZPR-9 were zoned fast criti
cal experiments constructed to investigate reaction 
rates and cross-sections and derive information on the 
capture-to-fission ratio by the null-reactivity technique. 
The composition of a central test zone, surrounded by 
buffer, driver and reflector zones was adjusted in each 
to obtain a A;„ of unity. The compositions of these ad
justed central zones, of 25.9 and 18.9 cm radius, re
spectively, and 91.4 cm height, are given in Table 
II-29-I. Assembly 24 had a soft neutron spectrum, 
with about 50 %i of the fissions in the test zone caused 
by neutrons below 25 keV, while Assembly 25 had a 
hard spectrum, with more than 90%- of the fissions 
occurring above 25 keV. 

Assembly 57 in ZPR-3 was a uranium-fueled assembly 
(see Paper 11-12) whose spectrum was tailored to en
hance the neutron population in the 1 to 50 keV energy 
range. The core, approximating a cylinder of 41 cm 
diameter and height, was deliberately made small in 
order to make feasible a direct determination of the 
capture-to-fission ratio by the mass spectrographic-
radiochemical technique. The composition of the core, 
which was surrounded by concentric reflector zones of 
iron and depleted uranium, is also given in Table 
II-29-I. 

EXPERIMENTAL VALUES 

The measured values on which the experimental de
terminations of the perturbation denominator for each 
of the three assembhes are based are collected in Table 
II-29-II. Values for ZPR-9 Assembly 24 are identical 
with those reported previously,' except for the apparent 
reactivity of the Cf-252 spontaneous fission neutron 
source at the reference power level. An o.scillator 
method had been used for its determination prior to 
the measurements in Assembly 24 and so inadvertently 
the usual correction for the .subcritical transfer func
tion* had been applied. Such a correction is inappro
priate for reactivities determined by compensating con
trol rod motion (auto-rod) as used in the Assembly 24 
measurements. Values from measurements in the other 
two a.ssemblies are taken from descriptions of those 
experiments included in this report (see Papers II-H 
and 11-19). 

The pertinent calculated quantities are presented in 
Table II-29-III. Since these values depend upon tbe 
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TABLE II-29-II. 

Quantity 

S(Ct) 
p'(Cf) 

p(0.30 in. Li-6) 
p(0.623 in. Li-6) 

p(U-238) 
ffij(0,30 in. Li-6) 
Ri (0.623 in. Li-6) 

fl,(U-238) 
R, {U-238) 

ME,\SI :RED QUANTITIES FOR EXPERIMENTAL DETERMINATION OF THE PERTURBATION DENOMINATOR 

Units 

neutrons/sec 
Ih 

Ih/g 
Ih/g 
Ih/g 

abs/g-sec 
abs/g-sec 
capt/g-sec 
fiss/g-sec 

ZPR-9 No. 24 

(1.251 X 10') ± 0.30% 
(1.690 X 10-') ± 0.55% 

(-8.859 X 10-') ± 0.12% 
(-5.039 X 10^') ± 0.70% 

(7.251 X 10') ± 0.61% 
(4.922 X 10') ± 1.20% 
(6,137 X 10') ± 2.61%, 

Assembly 

ZPR-9 No. 25 

(5.125 X 10') ± 0.50% 
(5.452 X 10-') ± 0,50% 

(-7 .025 X 10-') ± 0.75%, 
( -3 .369 X 10-") ± 0,75% 

(8.908 X 10') ± 1.00% 
(4.270 X 10») ± 1.66% 
(8.278 X W) ± 2,50% 

ZPR-3 No. 57 

(9.205 X 10«) ± 0.29% 
(2.100 X 10-') ± 0 . 3 0 % 

(-1.159 X 10') ± 0.26% 
(-1 .110 X 10') ± 0.27% 

(-3 .322 X 10-') ± 0.44% 
(4.194 X 10«) ± 0 . 7 6 % 
(4.049 X 10«) ± 0.89% 
(2.564 X 10') ± 2.32% 
(6.902 X 10') ± 2.57% 

TABLE II-29-III. CALCULATED QUANTITIES FOR 

EXPERIMENTAL DETERMINATION OF THE 

PERTURBATION DENOMINATOR 

Quantity 

5;(cf) 
*; (0,30 in, Li-6) 

*; (0,623 in. Li-6) 

*,* (U-238) 

*• (U-238) 
hs 

p.(0.30 in. Li-6) 

p(0.30 in. Li-6) 

p.(0.623 in. Li-6) 

p(0.623 in. Li-6) 

J P.{U-238) 

p(U-238) 

n/fiss 

Assembly 

ZPR-9 
No. 24 

3.6546 

3.1624 

3.6021 

3.1621 
2.805 

± 1,0% 

0.9891 

0,8099 

ZPR-9 
No. 25 

4.2633 

2.9724 

4.1960 

3.0595 
2.830 

± 1.0% 

0.9400 

0,5319 

ZPR-3 
No. 57 

2.9378 

3.3777 

3,3692 

2.9201 

3.2971 
2.796 

± 1.0% 

1,0084 

1,0086 

1,2079 

code' using E N D F / B (1968) data. Resonance region 
cross sections for U-238 were corrected for self-shielding 
using slab geometry equivalence theory and unit cell 
homogenization. These multigroup cross section sets 
provided the required input data for the MACH-1 code'" 
which evaluated the central flux and adjoint distribu
tions. The effects of sample thickness were evaluated 
using a self-shielding perturbation code with dilute 
cross-sections and the MACH-1 central flux and ad
joint distributions as input data. Essentially the same 
procedure was followed for Assembly 57, except that 
the transport code CALHET" was used to account for 
the heterogeneous nature of the core. The resulting 
flux variations across the plates of the unit cell, in
tegrated over the extent of the samples, and MACH-1 
adjoints calculated from the cell-averaged cross sections 
obtained by a flux-weighting procedure with CALHET 
were used to calcftlate the various parameters. 

The resulting values of the perturbation denominator, 
for the reference power level to which the reaction 
rates and the apparent reactivity of the Cf-252 source 
were related, are given in Table II-29-IV. The indicated 

TABLE II-29-IV. EXPERIMENTAL VALUES 

Cf-252 source 
Li-6 absorption 

0.30 in. diam 
0.623 in, diam 

U-238 capt -f fiss 
Weighted mean 

ZPR-9 No. 24 

2.704 ± 0.63% 

2.617 ± 0.62% 
2,665 ± 4,86% 
2,659 ± 1.16% 

OF THE PERTURBATION DENOMI 

Assembly 

ZPR-9 No. 25 

4.027 ± 0.71% 

4.010 ± 1.25% 
3.191 ± 7.72%, 
4.015 ± 1.46%, 

VATOK, 10* 

ZPR-3 No. 57 

1,288 ± 0.42% 

1.212 ± 0.81% 
1,218 ± 0.93% 
1,251 ± 6.49% 
1,270 ± 1.78%;-

'Excludes value for 0,623 in, Li-6, 

calculational methods used and the choice of input 
data, a description of the specific basis for these num
bers is appropriate. For Assemblies 24 and 25, multi-
group cross section sets were generated by the MC^ 

standard deviations are only those resulting from the 
standard deviations for the measured quantities and 
P2s, as given in Tables II-29-II and 11-29-111. They 
do not include uncertainties in the calculated neutron 
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importances and scattering reactivities. The large 
error in the value for Di,.23s is a direct consequence of 
relatively large errors of about 2Ĵ 2 and 2%, respec
tively, in the values for the lT-238 fission and capture 
rates and the 1 % uncertainty in P28 • Additional limita
tions in the value based on U-238 are the 20 to 50%. 
corrections for the scattering reactivity, in contrast 
with <6%. for DLI-S and none for Dc 1-252, and the 
relatively larger uncertainty in the U-238 fission spec
trum. 

The weighted mean of the values based on the three 
types of samples used in the determination of the 
perturbation denominator is also given for each assem
bly in Table II-29-IV. Only the value for the smaller 
diameter Li-6 sample is included in the weighted mean 
for ZPR-3 Assembly 57, since the reactivity for the 
larger sample exceeded the worth of the auto-rod, thus 
requiring its measiu-ement by reactor period rather 
than the reactivity compensation technique used for 
all other samples. 

COMPARISON WITH CALCULATIONS 

The one-dimensional diffusion code MACH-1 output 
is such that a normalization of the perturbation denomi
nator to 23 (f^t)i4'i = 1 and X] XAI = 1 at the core 

center is convenient, and this is normally done. On the 
other hand, in the reactivity-reaction rate method for 
determining capture-to-fission ratios the measured 
reaction rates and apparent reactivity of the Cf-252 
source are related to a reference power level, so an 
intercomparison of calculated and experimentally-based 
values for the perturbation denominator requires a 
renormahzation. In addition, the latter are calculated 
from experimental reactivities expressed in inhours 
while the theoretical values are in units of {Ak/k). 
Furthermore, the importance terms reported in Table 

II-29-III are normahzed to j l <*•* = 100. Thus the 

normalization of the experimentally-based values 
requires division by a normahzation factor {NF) given 
by 

NF 
S{r 0)S*{r = 0) 

Ih / fc 
Here 

Sir = 0) = E (''2/),<^,{0) 

= V Kf 
NJA2, 

•^f'Rf ^' 
N,/A2s' 

where Rf = fissions/g-sec, Â  = atom density, A''o = 
Avagardo's number (6.023 X lO ' ) , .4 = atomic weight, 
and 

S*{r = 0) = E X;0,*(O) 
3 

E4,*(o) = 100 
_ i = l 

X! <t>t(0, unnormalized) 

- S*{r = 0, unnormalized). 

Only for ZPR-9 Assembly 25 were the central fission 
rates measured for the actual plates of which the core 
was constructed, so a small approximation occurs in 
using the central fission rates for the annular samples 
which most closely match the dimensions of the core 
plates. In addition, because of an unexplained anomaly 
in the measured fission rate for the annular sample of 
0.030 in. wall thickness in the ZPR-3 Assembly 57 
experiment, the value mea.sured for the 0.015 in. sample 
has been scaled by the calculated ratio of the fission 
rates in 0.030 and 0.015 in. samples. Values used in com
puting the normalization factors are given in Table 
II-29-V, together with identification of the samples to 
which the fission rates apply. 

The calculated and measured values for the perturba
tion denominator are compared in Table II-29-VI. 
Note that the error in the normalization factor in all 
cases exceeds that of the weighted mean of the results 
from measurements with the three types of samples, 
and thus contributes significantly to the total error in 
the normalized experimental mean. Major sources of 
the resulting error are the error of 2.38 %> in the value 
of 6.29% used for the Mo-99 yield in U-238 fission and 
1.88 %o in that of 5.85% for U-235 fast fission. 

COMMENTS 

The differences between calculated and measured 
values for the perturbation denominator far exceed the 
errors in the latter and in fact display differences in 
directions. Heretofore the tendency has been for the 
calculated reactivity values to exceed the measured 
ones. Since reactivity and the perturbation denominator 
are inversely related, tlie situation found for ZPR-3 
Assembly 57 is not unexpected. The discrepancy has 
been larger for plutonium-fueled systems than for 
U-235-fueled ones, and larger for smaller cores, sug
gesting that the more significant role of the reflector 
for small cores is a contributing factor in the discrep
ancy. 

The explanation for the reversal observed for the 
two assemblies having central zones with k^ = 1 is not 
clear, although the complexity of the calculations is in
creased because of the many regions (test zone, hvSsi, 
driver, and reflectors) involved. The discrepancy ob
served is larger for ZPR-9 Assembly 25 which had both 
a higher average neutron energy and a smaller region 
inside the reflector (driver outer radius of 37.7 cm 
compared with 50.9 cm for ZPR-9 Assembly 25). 
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T.\BLE II-29-V. DATA FOR NORMALIZATION OF EXPERIMENTAL TO CALCUL.ATED PERTURBATION DENOMINATORS 

Quantity 

U-235 
Sample, in. 

V, n/fission 
Rf , 10* fission/g-sec 
.V, 10" atoms/cm^ 

U-238 
Sample, in. 

V, n/fission 
Rj , 10* fission/g-sec 
iV, 10" atoms/cm^ 

S{r = 0), 10' 
5Vr = 0) 

I h / ^ ^ , 1 0 . 

Norm, factor, 10' 

ZPR-9 No. 24 

0.040 annular 
2.460 ± 1.0% 
3.707 ± 1.92% 

1.135 

0.035 annular 
2.805 ± 1.0% 
6.137 ± 2.61% 

12.236 
0.487 ± 1.87% 

3.480 

4.224 

0.4013 ± 1.87% 

Assembly 

ZPR-9 No. 25 

]4i plate 
2.468 ± 1.0% 
3,621 ± 2.50% 

2.140 

He plate 
2.830 ± 1.0% 
8.278 ± 2,50% 

33,233 
1.054 ± 3.10%, 

4.141 

4.408 

0.9904 ± 3,10% 

ZPR-3 No. 57 

0.030 annular 
2.481 ± 1.0% 

21.049 ± 1.98% 
4.081 

0.031 annular 
2.796 ± 1.0% 
69.02 ± 2.57% 

6.347 
8.801 ± 2.10% 

2.916 

4.201 

6.1089 ± 2.10% 

TABLE II-29-VI. COMPAKISON OF MEASURED AND CALCULATED VALUES 

OF THE PERTURBATION DENOMINATOR 

Quantity 

Exptl. wtd. mean, 10^ 
Normalization factor, 10^ 
Normalized mean (M), 10^ 
Calculated (C), 10' 
C/M 

ZPR-9 No. 24 

2.659 ± 1.16% 
4,013 ± 1.87% 
6,626 ± 2.19% 

7.816 
1.180 ± 2.19% 

Assembly 

ZPR-9 No. 25 

4.015 ± 1.46%, 
9.904 ± 3.10% 
4.064 ± 3.43% 

5.176 
1.277 ± 3.43% 

ZPR-3 No. 57 

1.270 ± 1.78% 
61.089 ± 2.10%o 
0.208 ± 2.75% 

0.182 
0,877 ± 2.75% 

It is obvious that, until the causes of such discrep
ancies are both understood and eliminated, more 
reliance should be placed on a measured value for the 
perturbation denominator, particularly since values 
obtained with different types of samples are in good 
agreement. Heretofore, when measurements had been 
made only with a Cf-252 source, the possibility of a 
systematic error existed. The probability that this 
exists is significantly reduced by the agreement in the 
values with Cf-252 and Li-6, as indicated by the results 
given in Table II-29-IV. This is not contradicted by the 
results with U-238 samples, although the larger error in 
these values and the large magnitude of the calculated 
scattering correction for U-238 reduces the weight 
which should be given to their agreement. 

Because of the absence of a correction for scattering 
reactivity, it is recommended that Cf-252 be used for 
future measurements of the perturbation denominator, 
if limited to a determination with only one type of 
sample. Li-6 is only slightly less valuable, as its scatter
ing correction is very small except for hard neutron 
spectrum systems. U-238 is decidedly less useful because 
of its very large scattering correction, the need to ac

count for both c^ tu res and fissions, and the compara
tively large error introduced by the present uncertainty 
in the Mo-99 fission yield. 
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11-30. The Effects of Gaps and Foils on the Measured Fiss ion and 
Capture Rates in Depleted and 16.4% Enriched UO2 Fuel Rods 

A. B. LONG, W . R . ROBINSON and G. S. STANFOKD 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Some of the future measurements on the zero power 
critical assemblies at Argonne will include the use of 
PUO2/UO2 fuel pins placed in sodium calandria. In 
order to measure the fission and capture rates in these 
pins, special plutonium and uranium metal foils with 
thin stainless steel cladding have been developed. 
These foils will be placed between the ends of special 
fuel pins during an irradiation and then will be removed 
for counting. The foils cannot be used unclad or be put 
inside the fuel pins because of radiological hazards 
associated with bare plutonium. Because of the brittle
ness of oxide wafers, metallic foils were chosen for the 
measurements. 

A .series of experiments was performed to determine 
tbe effect that the use of metallic foils and the presence 
of stainless steel gaps would have on the measured 
fission and capture rates in depleted and 16.4% en
riched U02 fuel pins. The actual fission and capture 
rates within the fuel pins were found by placing 0.010 
in. thick UO2 wafers between specially machined UO2 
pellets. The specific activities of these wafers were then 
compared with metallic foils which were placed bet\\een 
similar UO2 pellets and irradiated under identical 
conditions. To minimize the effects of self-shielding, an 
eifort was made to ensure that only the edges of the 
foils and wafers were expo.sed. The effect of foil cladding 
was simulated by inserting stainless steel disks between 
the foil and the pellets. 

The depleted and 16.4%- enriched UOz pellets used 
in these measurements were faced off at one end and 
turned to a diameter of 0.322 in. The oxide wafers were 
cut from similar pellets and ground to an approximate 
thickness of 0.010 in. The uranium and stainless steel 
foils were punched to the same diameter. The depleted 
and enriched foils had thicknesses of 5.5 and 4.4 mils, 
respectively. 

The first set of measurements was performed using 
the Argonne Thermal Source Reactor (ATSR). In the 

irradiation each foil or wafer was pressed between two 
oxide pellets and then up to ten of these units were 
mounted around the circumference of a wheel. The 
entire wheel, including everything mounted on it, was 
covered with cadmium and placed close to the front 
face of the ATSR thermal reactor. Thus the foils were 
in a spectrum that was approximately l/E. During 
the irradiation the wheel was revolved to ensure uni
form exposure. The 1 mil gold cadmium ratio at this 
position was about 9. 

The low energ>' of the neutron spectrum in the ATSR 
reactor served to amplify the changes in self-shielding 
produced by introducing stainless steel gaps. The 
results of the measurement indicate that in the epicad-
mium spectrum of a thermal reactor, the gaps and 
foils produce a significant change in the measured 
capture and fission rates. A second set of measurements 
was then performed in ZPR-6 Assembly 6A. This 4000 
liter UO2 fueled critical assembly had a neutron spec
trum with a mean energy of 90 keV and a distribution 
(see Paper 11-22 for the measured neutron energy 
spectrum) similar to the assemblies in which the fuel 
pin calandria measurements will be performed. 

In the ZPR-6 irradiation, four sets of two oxide 
pellets were loaded into a stainless steel tube. Sand
wiched between each pair of pellets were a depleted 
foil or wafer and different thicknesses of stainless steel. 
Four tubes were loaded in this manner and substituted 
for a 4 in. sodium can located S in. from the front face 
of the stationary half in Drawers 27-23. The data from 
this irradiation were corrected for the spatial variation 
in the flux along the length of the tubes by using pre-
•viously measured axial distributions of U-238 fission 
and capture rates in the core. 

Following all irradititions, the enriched and depleted 
foils were counted for fission by recording the number 
of gamma-rays above 600 ke'V which were emitted 
by the fission products. The captures in the depleted 
foils were also determined bj ' counting the coincident 
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enussion of 100 keV gammas and X-rays in the decay 
of Np-239. Corrections had to be made for the self-
absorptiou of these \o^v energy photons by the foil 
itself. Detailed descriptions of counting techniques 
used can be found in Refs. 1 and 2. 

TABLE U-30-I. CONSISTENCY CHECK ( A T S R ) ~ C A P T U R E S 

IN DEPLETED U-238 FOILS HETWEEN DEPLETED 

U02 PELLETS 

II . MEASUREMENT.S IN THE A T S R 

THERMAL COLUMN 

A. CONSISTENCY CHECK ( A T . S H ) CAPTURES IN D E P L E T E D 

U-238 FOILS B E T W E E N D E P L E T E D UO2 P E L L E T S 

A measurement was performed to determine the 
consistency of the system with respect to mi.salignment 
and pellet irregularities. The results of this measure
ment are presented in Table II-30-I. The foils were 
grouped into three categories depending upon the 
condition of the pellet edges (good, fair, bad). The 
acti\'ity due to captures was corrected for the self-
absorption in the foils and wafers of the 100 keV 
gammas and X-rays. 

The counting statistics for each foil were better than 
0.5% but the dispersion in the results of all tbe foils 
was about 2%. This increased dispersion can be 
attributed in part to the pellet irregularities. I t can 
be seen that as the condition of the pellets became 
worse the activity increased due to the larger exposed 
surface area. In addition, the dispersion in the data 
also reflected the pellet irregularities by increasing 
from0.7" for the good pellets to 2.1 % for the bad ones. 

In order to minimize the effects of pellet irregularities, 
all measurements were made witli at least two sets of 
foils and pellets. The quality of the pellets was chosen 
to give an average number of irregularities for each 
measurement. 

B. CONSISTENCY CHECK ( A T S R ) — F I S S I O N S IN 93.3% 

ENRICHED U-235 FOILS B E T W E E N 16.4% E N R I C H E D 

UOi PELLETS 

In this experiment 93.3 ''i enriched metal foils were 
irradiated between 16.49( enriched UO2 pellets and 
then counted for fissions. The purpose of the experiment 
was the same as that discussed above. The results, 
which are presented in Table II-.SO-II, indicate that the 
U-23.̂  fission activity is much less sensitive to self-
shielding and therefore the pellet irregularities. Within 
the statistical reliability of the data (0.3%) no effect can 
be observed for the different pellet conditions. 

C. GAP EFFECTS ( A T S R ) — C A P T U R E S IK D E P L E T E D U-238 

FOILS WITH D I F F E R E N T T H I C K N E S S .STAINLESS S T E E L 

GAPS B E T W E E N D E P L E T E D U O . P E L L E T S 

To determine the effect that cladding would have 
on measured capture rates in depleted U-23S foils, 
stainless steel disks were placed on either side of the 

Foil 

104 
108 
106 

107 
109 

103 
100 
110 

Pellet 
Con

dition 

Good 
Good 
Good 

Fair 
Fair 

Bad 
Bad 
Bad 

Foil 
Weight, 

g 

0.1362 
0.1370 
0.1369 

0.1280 
0.1366 

0.1361 
0.1369 
0.1340 

Rel. Act. 
Per Gram 

U-238 

1.830 
1.806 
1.806 

1.912 
1.835 

1.914 
1.834 
1.900 

Rel. Act. Cor
rected for Self-

Absorption, 
R . A . / ( 1 -
1.851 W) 

2.447) 
2.420^2,428 
2,418j ± 0,7% 

1:^1--^ 
2.558 
2,456 
2,635 

2.516 
± 2 . 1 % 

AV, 2.477 
± 2.1% 
(STD) 

Percent 
Difference 
from Good 

Pellets 

— 

-1-2.6% 

4-3.6% 

TABLE II-30-II. CONSISTENCY CHECK (ATSR)—FISSIONS 

IN 93.3% ENRICHED U-235 FOILS BETWEEN 16.4% 

ENRICHED UO2 PELLETS 

Foil 

202 
207 

206 
211 

203 
204 
206 
208 
212 
213 

Pellet 
Condition 

Good 
Good 

Fair , 
Fair 

Bad 
Bad 
Bad 
Bad 
Bad 
Bad 

Relative .\ctivation Per 
Gram U-235 

" • ^ ' l o 994 
0.992J"-'"** 

" " " " l o 990 
0,991/"™" 

0,996 
0,997 
0.9% 
0,998 
0.990 
0.995 

0.995 

Av. 0.994 ± 0.32% (STD) 

Percent 
Difference 
from Good 

Pellets 

-

- 0 . 4 % 

-1-0.1% 

U-238 foil and the package was sandwiched between 
UO2 pellets. Stainless steel thicknesses of 0, 5, 10, and 
30 mils on either side of the foil were investigated. To 
permit averaging of the effects of pellet condition, a 
good set and a bad set of pellets were selected for each 
gap thickness. After irradiation the activity due to 
captures was corrected for self-absorption. The results 
are presented in Table II-30-III. 

It is evident that there is a sizeable increase in activ
ity with increasing gap thickness. This arises from the 
effective increase in the surface area of the foil visible 
to neutrons outside the pellets as the gap between foil 
and pellet is enlarged. (The mean free path of a neutron 

file:///ctivation
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TABLE II-30-III. GAP EFFECT (ATSR)—CAPTURES IN 
DEPLETED U-238 FOILS WITH DIFFERENT THICKNESS 

STAINLESS STEEL GAPS BETWEEN DEPLETED UO2 

PELLETS 

ss 
Gap, 
mils 

0 
0 

5 
5 

10 
10 

30 
30 

Foil 

111 
122 

120 
126 

113 
114 

119 
123 

Pellet 
Con
dition 

Good 
Fair 

Good 
Bad 

Good 
Bad 

Fair 
Bad 

Foil 
Weight, 

g 

0.1350 
0.1367 

0.1361 
0.1350 

0.1356 
0.1358 

0.1354 
0.1345 

Rel. Act. 
Per Gram 

U-238 

1.976 
2.033 

2.264 
2.360 

2.634 
2.623 

3.363 
3.403 

Rel. Act, 
Corrected 
for Self-

Absorption, 
R.A./(1^ 
1.851W) 

^"^\2.76i 
2.715/ 

3.O20I 
3 .146r"* '^ 

:̂̂ S}-« 

::S}--

Percent 
Differ
ence 
from 
Zero 
Gap 

15.4% 

28.7% 

68.3% 

The gap effect on the fission rate in U-23.5 is much 
smaller than it is on the capture rate in U-23S. This 
is to be expected on the basis of the greater number 
of resonances in the U-238 cross section and therefore 
the more severe self-shielding problem. However, the 
introduction of a stainless steel gap between foil and 
pellet also affects the transfer of fission fragments 
from foil to pellet. Without any gap the fission frag
ments which are lost from the outside 0.2 mils of the 
foil are to some extent balanced by the influx of frag
ments from the 16.4% enriched UO2 pellets. When a 
stainless steel gap is introduced, the fragments from 
the pellet can no longer reach the foil. The net result 
is a small decrease in foil activity which cancels some 
of the positive gap effect due to less self-shielding. 
Linear extrapolation of the 10, .5 and 2 mil points 
indicates that about 0.7% of tbe activity of the foil 
in contact with the pellets was due to fission fragments 
from the pellets. 

TABLE II-30-IV. G.ip EFFECT (ATSR)—FISSIONS IN 93.3% 
ENRICHED U-235 FOILS WITH DIFFERENT THICKNESS 

STAINLESS STEEL G.^PS BETWEEN 16.4% ENRICHED 

U02 PELLETS 

SS Gap, 
mils 

0 
0 

2 
2 

S 
6 

10 
10 

30 
30 

Foil 

214 
220 

219 
215 

218 
222 

221 
217 

216 
223 

Pellet 
Condition 

Good 
Bad 

Good 
Bad 

Fair 
Bad 

Fair 
Bad 

Bad 
Bad 

Rel. Act. Per 
Gram U-235 

""^Ho 942 
0,939r ' ' '* ' ' 

" • ' ^ ' l o 939 
0 .943/" ' ' ^ ' ' 

"•^"lo 948 
0.948/ " " 

°"™lo 962 
0.964/" ""•^ 

^ • ' « ' l 0 996 
Pggj|U,99b 

Percent 
Difference 

from Zero Gap 

- 0 , 3 % 

-1-0,6% 

4-2.1% 

^-5.7% 

in stainless steel is approximately 5 cm so that the 
stainless steel gaps appear essentially as a void.) 

D. GAP E F F E C T ( . \ T S E ) FISSIONS IN 93 .3% ENRICHED 

U-235 FOILS WITH D I F F E R E N T THICKNESS STAINLESS 

STEEL GAPS B E T W E E N 16.4% ENRICHED UO2 P E L L E T S 

A measurement similar to the one discussed in the 
previous section was made to determine the effect of 
stainless .steel cladding on the fission rate in 93.3% 
enriched U-235 foils. In this case, 16.4% enriched UO2 
pellets were used and the gap thicknesses introduced 
on either side of the foils were 0, 2, 5, 10 and 30 mils. 
The measured activities are given in Table II-30-IV. 

E . FOIL E F F E C T ( A T S R ) CAPTURES IN DEPLETED IJ-238 

FOILS AND W A F E R S BETWEEN DEPLETED UO2 PELLETS 

The difference between the measured capture rate 
in a depleted uranium metal foil irradiated between 
two depleted UO2 pellets and the actual capture rate 
in the UO2 pellets was investigated in this experiment. 
To determine the capture rate in the UO2 pellets, 10 
mil thick UO2 wafers were cut from a pellet and then 
during the irradiation each wafer was sandwiched 
between two depleted UO2 pellets. Four wafers and 
four foils were measured. 

The capture data had to be corrected for the self-
absorption of the 100 keV gammas and X-rays within 

TABLE II-30-V. FOIL EFFECT (ATSR)—C.IPTURES IN 

DEPLETED U-238 FOILS AND WAFERS BETWEEN 

DEPLETED U02 PELLETS 

Foil or 
Wafer 

F-112 
F - 1 1 6 

F-127 
F-130 

W-D 
W-E 
W C 
W-F 

Pellet 
Con

dition 

Good 
Good 
Fair 
Bad 

Good 
Fair 
Bad 
Bad 

Foil or 
Wafer 

Weight, 

0.1366 
0.1370 
0.1268 
0.1372 

0.1234 
0.1337 
0.1233 
0.1306 

Rel. Act. 
Per Gram 

U-238 

Rel. Act. 
Corrected for 

Self-Absorption 
Foil:R.A./(l-

1.851 Wp) 
Wafer: 

R.. \ . /( l-
1.659 Ww) 

8.71 
9,77 
8,77 

11.95 
10.90 
12.03 
11.33 

11.63 
11.67 
12.77 
11.76, 

16.03] 
14.001 
14.681 
14,46 

± 4,5% 

14.45 
± 3.0% 

Percent 
Difference 
from Foil 
with No 

Gap 

4-20.8% 
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the foil or the wafer. To minimize the difference between 
the foils and the wafers, the wafers were cut twice as 
thick as the foils so that each w ould have approximately 
the same mass of U-238 per foil or wafer. The self-
absorption correction was then performed with the 
assumption that the capture activity has the same 
distribution as a function of g/cm^ for both foils and 
wafers. The uncertainty introduced by this assumption 
into the 20% self-absorption correction is felt to be 
small. 

The results, which are presented in Table II-30-V, 
indicate a significant difference between the capture 
rates measured in the metal foils and the UO2 wafers, 
for an epithermal spectrum. This is mostly a result of 
the different self-shielding of the two materials, al
though to some extent it may contain an error due to 
improper correction for self-absorption. 

r. FOIL EFFECT ( A T S E ) FISSIONS IN 93.3% ENRICHED 

U-235 FOILS AND 16.4% ENRICHED UO2 WAFERS BE

TWEEN 16.4% ENRICHED UO2 PELLETS 

The difference between the measured fission rate in 
an enriched uranium metal foil irradiated between two 
16.4% enriched UO2 pellets and the actual fission rate 
in the UO2 pellets was investigated in this experiment. 
The procedure used was similar to that discussed in the 
previous section. Four wafers, three foils without 
stainless steel gaps, and three foils with 2 mil stainless 
steel gaps were measured, and the results are given in 
Table II-30-VI. 

The difference between the fission rate in the foils 
and the wafers is very small, which again points out 
that the problem of self-shielding is much smaller for 
the U-23.T than for the U-238. In this case the results 
in Table 11-30-VI are not corrected for fission fragment 
transfer. When comparing foil and wafer data it must 
he remembered that a 93.3% enriched foil will lose 
more fragments than it gains from the 16.4% enriched 
UOi pellets between which it was sandwiched. On the 
other hand, the net transfer of fragments between a 
16.4% enriched wafer and 16.4% enriched UO2 pellets 
should be zero. The magnitude of this transfer was 
discussed in Section II-D. 

HI. MEASUREMENTS IN ZPR-6 ASSEMBLY 6 A 

It was necessary to determine if the large gap and 
foil effects measured for U-238 in the epicadmium 
neutron spectrum of ATSR would also be present in 
the fast spectrum of ZPR-6 Assembly 6A. None of the 
U-23o measurements were repeated, nor were any con
sistency checks made. The discussion that follows will 
concern only effects which are different from those 
observed in the ATSR measurements. 

TABLE n-30-VI. F O I L EFFECT (ATSR)—FISSIONS IN 93.3% 
ENRICHED U-235 FOILS AND 16,4% ENRICHED UO. WAFERS 

HETWEEN 16,4'c ENRICHED UO2 PELLETS 

SS Gap, 
mils 

0 
0 
0 

2 

2 
2 

0 
0 
0 
0 

Foil or 
Wafer 

P-603 
F-601 
F-605 

F-602 
F-604 
F-600 

W-Y 
W-R 
W-T 
W-U 

Pellet 
Condition 

Good 
Bad 
Bad 

Fair 
Bad 
Bad 

Good 
Bad 
Bad 
Bad 

Rel. Act. Per 
Gram U-235 

3.723) 
3 .72m.719 ± 0 .1% 
3.714J 

3.731] 
3.730^3.760 ± 1.3% 
3,818] 

3,683] 

l^i-mi ± 0,2% 
3,692! 

Percent 
Difference 
from Foil 
with No 

Gap 

_ 

+ 1 . 1 % 

- 0 . 8 % 

A. GAP EFFECT (zPK-6)—CAPTURES IN DEPLETED U-238 

FOILS WITH DIFFERENT THICKNESS STAINLESS STEEL 

GAPS BETWEEN DEPLETED UOa PELLETS 

This measurement is similar to the one described in 
Section II-C. The results presented in Table 11-30-VII 
indicate that the capture rate in U-23S increases with 
increasing stainless steel gap thickness. However, the 
effect is considerably smaller in the fast neutron spec
trum of ZPR-6 than it was in the epicadmium spectrum 
of ATSR. 

B. GAP EFFECT (zPR-6)—FISSIONS IN DEPLETED U-238 

FOILS WITH DIFFERENT THICKNESS STAINLESS STEEL 

GAPS BETWEEN DEPLETED UO2 PELLETS 

In this measurement depleted U-238 foils were 
counted for fissions, whereas in the measurement de
scribed in Section II-D, 93.3% enriched U-235 foils 
were counted for fissions. Otherwise, the two experi
ments were similar, but the results presented in Table 
II-30-VIII indicate that the self-shielding in the fast 
neutron spectrum is a smalter effect than the fission 
fragment transfer problem. As was mentioned in Sec
tion II-D, the introduction of a stainless steel gap 
prevents fission fragments from being transferred to 
the foil from the adjacent pellets. The result is a de
crease in the fission activity of the foil which is only 
slightly offset by the decrease in self-shielding with 
the increase in gap thicloiess. 

C. FOIL EFFECT (zPR-6)—CAPTURES IN DEPLETED U-238 

FOILS AND WAFERS BETWEEN 16.4% ENRICHED UO2 

PELLETS 

The captures per gram of U-238 measured in depleted 
U-238 foils and depleted UO™ wafers appear to be the 
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TABLE II-30-VII. GAP EFFECT (ZPR-6)-CAPTriiEs IN D E 
PLETED U-238 FOILS WITH D I F F E R E N T THICKNESS 

ST.MNLESS STEEL GAPS BETWEEN 

DEPLETED UO2 PELLETS 

ss 
Gap, 
mils 

0 
0 

5 

10 
10 
10 

30 
30 

Foil 

56 
60 

126 

66 
68 

118 

63 
64 

Pellet 
Con

dition 

Good 
Fair 

Bad 

Good 
Fair 
Bad 

Fair 
Bad 

Foil 
Weight, 

g 

0.1350 
0.1366 

0.1.365 

0.1356 
0.1348 
0.1307 

0.1356 
0.1361 

Rel. .\a. 
Per Gram 

U-238 

1.601 
1,618 

1.509 

1.579 
1.543 
1.487 

1.584 
1.594 

Rel. Act. 
Corrected 
for Self-

Absorption 
R.A./(1-
1.851 W) 

and Position 

izh-
3.101 3.101 

3.204] 
3.158^3.148 
3.O82J 

3.229U „„, 
3.238r2'^ 

Percent 
Difference 

from 
Zero Gap 

+0.0':;, 

+ 1.6% 

+ 4 . 3 % 

TABLE II-30-VIII. GAP EFFECT (ZPR-(»)—FISSIONS IN D E 

PLETED U-238 FOILS WITH DIFFERENT THICKNESS 

STAINLESS STEEL GAPS BETWEEN 

DEPLETED UO2 PELLETS 

ss Gap, 
mils 

0 
0 

6 

10 
10 
10 

30 
30 

Foil 

56 
60 

125 

65 
58 

118 

63 
64 

Pellet 
Condition 

Good 
Fair 

Bad 

Good 
Fair 
Bad 

Fair 
Bad 

Rel. Act. Per 
Gram U-238 

Corrected 
for Position 

2 - ^ 3 019 
3 .050 / ' '™ ' 

2.985 2.985 

3.020) 
2.964[2.981 
2.958] 

2 977I 
30uh^»^ 

Percent 
Difference 
from Zero 

Gap 

- 1 . 1 4 % 

- 1 . 2 7 % 

- 0 . 8 3 % 

same within the statistical uncertainty of the data 
(Table II-30-IX). The measurements were performed 
in ZPR-6 in a simihir manner to the ATSR experiments 
described in Section JI-K. Again it should be mentioned 
that the self-ab.sorjition correction introduces uncer
tainties which indicate that the close agreement between 
foil and wafer data is probably fortuitous. However, 
it is reasonable to expect Ihe results for foils and wafers 
to agree within a couple of percent. This is based upon 
the assumption that the difference in the neutron, 
spectrum between ATSR and ZPR-6 will affect the 
gap and foil measurements to the same extent: The 
effect of a 30 mil stainless steel gap was sixteen times 
greater on ATSR than on ZPR-6. If this same ratio 

were to hold for the difference between foil and wafer 
activity measured in the . \TSR experiment, then the 
magnitude of the effect in ZPR-6 would be about 1 %. 

D. FOIL EFFECT (zpR-6)—FISSIONS IN DEPLETED U-238 

FOILS AND WAFERS BETWEEN 16.4% ENRICHED UOj 

PELLETS 

The fissions per gram of U-238 measured in depleted 
U-238 foils and depleted UO2 wafers also appear to be 
the same within the statistical uncertainty of the data 
(Table II-30-X). The experiment was jierformed in a 
similar manner to the ATSR measurement described 
in Section II-F. The one significant difference between 
the two experiments was that depleted foils were 
counted for fissions in the ZPR-6 measurement and 
enriched foils were counted in the ATSR measurement. 

TABLE II-30-IX. FOIL EFFECT ( Z P K - 6 ) — C A P T U K E S IN DE

PLETED U-238 FOILS .4ND W. \FERS BETWEEN 16.4% 

ENRICHED U02 PELLETS 

SS 
Gap, 
mils 

0 
0 

2 
2 

0 
0 
0 
0 

Foil 
or 

Wafer 

F-62 
F - 1 2 8 

F-55 
F-117 

W A 
W-B 
W-G 
W-H 

Pellet 
Con
dition 

Good 
Fair 

Fair 
Fair 

Good 
Fair 
Fair 
Fair 

Foil or 
Wafer 

Weight, 

0.1324 
0.1319 

0.1317 
0.1323 

Rel. Act. Cor
rected for Self-

Absorption 
Foil: K , A . / ( 1 -

1.851 WF) 
Wafer: 

R,A./(1-1.659 
Ww) and 
Position 

0.1377 '1 1.546 
0,1357 : 1,586 
0,1342 1.573 
0.1358 ' 1.614 

1.507 
1.507 

Percent 
Difference 
from Foil 
with No 

Gap 

1.6% 

-1-0.0% 

TABLE II-30-X. F O I L EFFECT (ZPll-6)—FISSIONS IN DE

PLETED U-238 FOILS .\ND W.VFERS BETWEEN 16.4% 

ENRICHED UO2 PELLETS 

SS Gap, 
mils 

0 
0 

2 
2 

0 
0 
0 
0 

Wafer 

F-62 
F-128 

F-66 
F-117 

W-A 
W-B 
W-G 
W-H 

Condition 

Good 
Pair 

Fair 
Fair 

Good 
Fair 
Fair 
Fair 

Rel. Act. Per Gram 
U-238 Corrected for 

Position 

3.3561 
3.322/'* •*•** 

3,0961 „ „,„ 
3 ,04.3^°™ 

3.379] 

^ J « 3.389 ± 1.0% 

3.377J 

Percent 
Difference 
from Foil 
with No 

Gap 

- 8 . 1 % 

-H.5% 
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In the case of the ZPR-6 experiment this had the effect 
of amplifying the fission fragment transfer problem. 
This is observed when the fission count in the foil 
irradiated without a gap is compared to that of the foil 
irradiated with a 2 mil stainless steel gap. The large 
decrease in measured fission when the stainless .steel 
is inserted results from the prevention of fragment 
transfer from the 16.4%. enriched pellets. Because the 
lission rate in the U-23.5 was about thirty-five times 
greater than that in the U-23S it is to be expected that 
the transfer rate would be about eight times greater for 
the 16.4 %> enriched pellets than for the depleted pellets. 
This is the magnitude that is observed when the results 
of this measurement are compared with those discussed 
in Section III-B. 

IV. CONCLUSIONS 

Although the effects of stainless steel gaps and metal 
foils on the measured activities were in some cases 
appreciable in the epithermal spectrum of ATSR, in 
the harder spectrum of ZPR-6 Assembly 6A the effects 
were much smaller. It is concluded that in large oxide 
critical assemblies having the approximate neutron 

energy spectrum of ZPR-6 .\ssembly 6A, the effect of 
stainless steel gaps between foil and fuel in (he oxide 
rods can be corrected by using the results in Tables 
II-30-VII and II-30-Vlil. It is also concluded that 
metallic foils can be used to determine the reaction 
rates in oxide fuel elements. The uncertainty associated 
with the measured values for these effects in neutron 
energy spectra typical of ZPR-6 Assembly 6A is about 
2% of the total activity in the case of captures and 
less in the case of fissions. 

For these reasons, future measurements in oxide 
fuel pin-sodium calandria zones will be done with 
metallic foils. In addition the measurements will be 
carried out with clad plutonium foils between the ends 
of special fuel pins, for radiological safety reasons. The 
results of these measurements will be corrected for 
the small stainless steel gap effect. 
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11-31. Measurement of the Fission Yields of Mo-99 and Ba-140 from Pu-239 in 
Fast Neutron Spectra 

R. J. ARMANI, RAYMOND GOLD, R . P. LARSEN* and .1. H. RoBEiiTst 

INTRODUCTION 

Precise fission product yields are important in many 
applied and basic nuclear fields. They are used in reac
tor physics to determine burn-up of nuclear fuels and 
in reactor physics calculations. Fission product yields 
produced in the fission of U-23.5 and Pu-239 by ther
mal neutrons are accurately known.' More recently, 
there has been a particular need in fast reactor physics 
for accurate fission yield data. Accurate data are 
scarce because of the difficulties in obtaining informa
tion on fission produced by fast neutrons. With the 
development of the solid state track recorder (SSTR) 
method for precise fission rate measurements,^ a simple 
direct method for measuring fast fission yields is possi
ble. 

In this experiment^' mica SSTRs are used to measure 
absolute fission rates per gram of Pu-239. The activity 

, Argonne National Labora-• Chemical Engineering Divis 

tory. 
t Macalester College, .'ft Paul, Minnesota 

of Mo-99 and Ba-140 fission products produced during 
the experiments was determined by the radiochemical 
separation of Mo-99 from a plutonium target followed 
by beta counting, and by the direct counting of the 
La-140 gamma ray peak in order to determine the 
Ba-140 activity. 

The SSTR method is particularly useful to deter
mine the absolute yield of siiccific fission products 
without requiring high neutron fluences. Once the abso
lute yield of these standard fission product isotopes 
(for a given neutron induced fission reaction and given 
neutron spectrum) have been determined with high 
precision, other fission product yields can be measured 
relative to these. Other methods of measuring fission 
product yields are discussed in the literature.' 

EXPOSURE CONDITIONS 

The fission yields of Mo-99 and Ba-140 from 
Pu- ' ' (n , / ) have been measured in the fast neutron 
spectrum of ZPR-3'=' Assembly 57."" Assembly 57 has 

file:///ssembly
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ENERGY. keV 

Fifi. 11-31-1. Comparison of liesults of Proton-Recoil, Time-of-Flight, and Calculated Spectra, ANL-ID-10S-2S21 Rev. 1. 

TABLE I1-31-I. Pu-239 MASSES 

Sample No. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

C/min-Bkgd 

241.84 ± 0.62 
167.22 ± 0.33 
166.84 ± 0.33 
167.021 ± 0,52 
165,55 ± 0,51 
165,43 ± 0,54 
79,20 ± 0,23 

Disint. per min 

467.24 ± 1.52 
323.07 ± 0.91 
322.34 ± 0.90 
322,68 ± 1 , 1 9 
319,84 ± 1,18 
319,61 ± 1 . 2 2 
153,01 ± 0.54 

Mass in ng <̂ ' 

3,427 ± 0,013 
2.370 ± 0.008 
2.304 ± 0.008 
2.307 ± 0.010 
2.346 ± 0.010 
2.344 ± 0.010 
1.122 ± 0.005 

^ Counter efficiency = 0.5176 zt 0.0015. Specific activity • 
136.33 ± 0.27 disintegrations per miti per ng. 

5mils 

^ 
^ ^ ^ 1 

FOIL HOLDER 

t \ ^ N PLiTiNUM 

I I MICA 

F I G . II-31-2. Irradiation Capsule, ANL Neg. .Vo. 116-47S. 

the same core composition and configuration as the 
Gulf General Atomics STSF-IA. '" The neutron energy 
spectrum of this core has been measured by the recoil 
proportional counter method at Argonne and by the 
time-of-flight method at Gulf General Atomic* Figure 
II-31-1 shows a comparison of proton-recoil and time-
of-flight measurements with the calculated spectrum. 
The irradiation to determine the fission yields was 
made near the center of the core. 

IRRADIATION PACKAGE 

The SSTRs used in this experiment were selected 
samples of muscovite mica ranging in thickness from 
50 to 100 pm. The mica was pre-etched in 49% hydro
fluoric acid for six hours to develop the "fossil" fission 
tracks; samples were selected on the basis of clarity 
and low "fossil" count. Discs i%6 •"• ' ° diam were 
punched to determine the fission rate. After exposure 
to fission fragments the mica was re-etched in 49% 
hydrofluoric acid for 90 min and counted as described 
by Gold et al.= 

The plutonium sources used in this experiment were 
prepared from Pu-239 of very high isotopic purity. 
The isotopic analysis indicated a purity of 99.99% 
Pu-239 with total impurities 8 ppm. Sources prepared 
on platinum planchets ^^Jg in. in diam and 0.005 in. 
thick had masses ranging from 1 to about 3.5 ng of 
plutonium (see Table II-31-I). The masses were deter
mined by absolute alpha counting with a 2ir flow 
counter having an efficiency of 0.5176 ± 0.0015 for a 
thin source. A half life of (2.445 ± 0.005) X IO* years' 
for Pu-239 was used in the mass determination. 

For the measurements of the Mo-99 and Ba-140 pro
duction thin metallic plutonium target samples were 
used. In order to machine and roll the metal readily, 
an alloy consisting of about 98% plutonium—the bal
ance consisting of aluminum, oxygen and other minor 
impurities—was used. The alloy was rolled to a thick-
ness of 0.005 in. and discs 0.125 in. in diam were 
punched from this. This produced samples of the order 
of 10 mg of Pu-239. 

The fission sources, mica SSTR, and target samples 
were assembled into a package suited for this experi
ment. Figure II-31-2 gives an exploded view of the 
irradiation assembly. Five fission sources in good con
tact with mica are placed in the central cavity. Seven 
fission product target foils are placed on each side of 
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the cavity, making a total of 14 foils. Finally, a fission 
source with mica SSTR is placed over the target sam
ples on either side of the package. This arrangement 
will account for any neutron flux perturbation within 
the irradiation assembly. The entire assembly is held 
together with aluminum screws and presents a package 
1.50 in. in diam and 0.25 in. thick. 

The reactor was operated for about 80 min for an 
integrated exposure of 4 kAVh. The exposure was ad
justed to give about 20,000 tracks on each mica SSTR. 

EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS 

The results of the track counting in the mica are 
shown in Table II-31-II. The data of sample No. 2 
were rejected; ajiparently the Pu-239 did not make 
good contact with the mica in this sample. The tracks 
on each mica disc were counted three times by three 
different scanners. The result from the six samples used 
is 9131.67 ± 34.00 tracks per ng of Pu-239. Using the 
optical efficiency of mica (0.948 ± 0.0053) tracks per 
fission- yields (9.63 ± 0.06) X 10'^ fissions per g of 
Pu-239. 

The activity of the iIo-99 separated from the plu
tonium targets was measured to be (1.140 ± 0.007) X 

TABLE 11-31-111, Mo-99 ,IND Ba-140 F,VST FISSION 
YIELD ME,\srHEMENTs 

Investigators 

Steinberg and Freed-
mani" 

Petrzhalc et a l , " 
Bonyushkiii et al.i^ 
Schwartz'^ 
Present w<nk 

Year 

1951 

1960 
1961 
1907 
1909 

Mo-99 Yield 

5.94 ± 0.12" 

5.5 ± 0.4 
5.9 ± 0.6 
6.11 ± 0.37 
5.80 ± 0.06 

Ba-140 Yield 

5.04 ± 0.07" 

4.9 ± 0.4 
5.4 ± 0.5 

5.00 ± 0,08 

" Quoted error is standard crmr resulting from three meas
urements, 

10"* disintegrations per sec per g of Pu-239 corrected to 
saturation. Similarly, the Ba-140 activity was deter
mined to be (9.817 ± 0.113) X 10' per sec per g of 
Pu-239. The effective irradiation time for the exposure 
was determined to be 4900 sec. The number of atoms 
of Mo-99 formed per gram of irradiated Pu-239 is thus 
A,t, where -i, is the saturated activity per sec per g of 
Pu-239 and t is the effective irradiation time. If we 
divide A^t by the number of fissions per gram of 
irradiated Pu-239 we have the fission yield. The result 
for Mo-99 is (5.80 ± 0.05)%, and for Ba-140 is (5.00 
±0 .06 )%. 

TABLE II-31-II. Mic.v SSTR FI.SSION 

Sample 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

« 

7 

Observer 

A 
B 
C 

A 
B 
C 

A 
B 
C 

A 
B 
C 

A 
B 
C 

A 
B 
C 

A 
B 
C 

Total 
Tracks 

31,386 
31,544 
31,278 

19,258 
19,204 
19,458 

21,597 
21,263 
21,997 

21,626 
21,664 
21,770 

21,550 
21,867 
21,596 

21,088 
21,129 
21,227 

10,153 
10,038 
10,132 

Source Mass, 
ng 

3.247 ± 0.013 

2.370 ± 0.008 

2.364 ± 0.008 

2.367 ± 0,010 

2.346 ± 0.010 

2..344 ± 0.010 

1.122 ± 0.005 

TK.\CK IIATA 

.Average Tracks 
perng 

9163,31 ± 45,94 

8146.41 ± 44.00 

9145.09 ± 47.68 

9162,09 ± 52.57 

9237.43 ± 52.88 

9022.18 ± 52.87 

9008.62 ± 63.46 

CONCLUSIONS 

A new low-fluence method for the precision measure
ment of fission product has been established. It has 
been used to measure the yields of Mo-99 and Ba-140 
from Pu-^^(?i,/) induced by fast neutrons with an ab
solute accuracy bf 0.9 and 1.3% ,̂ respectively. 

Earlier fast fission yield measurements have been 
carried out with "fission spectrum" neutrons. The pres
ent results are compared with these earlier measure
ments in Table II-31-III. 

REFERENCES 

1. M. E. Meek and B. F . Kider, Summary of Fission Product 
Yields for U-SSB, U-2S8, Pu-2S9, and Pu-2il, APED-
5398 (1968). 

2. Pl. Ciold, R. J. Armani and J. H. Roberts, Absolute Fission 
Rate Measurements with Solid State Tracic Recorders, 
Nucl. Sci. Eng. 34, 13-32 (1968). 

3. II, J, Armani, R, Gold, R, P, Larsen and J. H. Roberts, 
Measured Fission Yields of Mo-99 and Ba-140 in Fast 
Neutron-Induced Fission of Pu-239, Trans. Am. Nucl. 
Soc. 13(1), 90 (1970). 

4. F, L. Lisman et al,. Burnup Determination of .Nuclear Fuels, 
IN-I277 (1069). 

5. B, C. Cerutti , H. V. Lichteid)erger, 1), Okrent, R, E, Rice 
and F, W, Thalgott, ZPR-S. Argonnc's Fast Crilicat 
Facility, Nucl. Sci. Eug, 1. 126 (1956), 

6. Reactor Development Program Progress Report, ANL-
7581, 8 (1969). 



222 / / . Fast Reactor Physics 

7. C A. Preskitt et al., Fast Reactor Speclrum Measurcmctlt, 
(lidf General Atomics Quarterly Progress Report, GA-
9027 (October 7, 1968), 

8. J. W. Powell, Comparison of Prolon-recoil Proportional 
Counter and Time-of-Flight Neutron Spectrum .Measure
ments in a V-235 Fueled FasI Reactor, Trans. Am. Nucl. 
Soc. 12(2), 712 (1969). 

9. la. P . Dokuchev, The Specific ct-Aclirilu of Pu-2S9 and 
Pu-240, J Nucl. Energy A 11, 195 (1060). 

10. E. P. Steinberg and M, S, Freedman, Sumtuary of Results 
of Fission-Yield Experiments, Radiochemical Studies: The 
Fission Products, C. D. Coryell and N. .Sugarman, Eds. 

(McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., New York, 1961), 
Book 3. pp. 1378-1390. 

K, A, Petrzhaket al,. Yields of a .\' umber of Fission Products 
in Ihe Fission of Vranium-235, Uranium-238, and Flu-
tonium-2S9 by Neutrons, AEC-TR-4696 (1961), 

12, E. K. Bonyushkin et al., Fragment Yield in the Fission of 
U-2SS and Pu-239 by Fast Neutrons, At. Energy, USSR, 
10, 13 (1961). 

L. L. Schwartz, Data qiu)ted from UCRL-50243, The Fission 
Product Decay Chains {"'Pu With Fission Speclrum A'eu-
Irons), Edward H. Fleming, Jr . , Ed,, Vol, I, pp. 1-3 
(March 31, 1967). 

11 

13 

11-32. Reactivity Effects in Critical Facil it ies Due to Fissile Isotope Decay 

R. G. MATLOCK, R . E . KAISER and .1. M. GASIDLO 

A figure of merit for a critical facility such as ZPPR 
is the inherent ability to reproduce configurations and 
to measure reactivity accurately. 

During the period of initial startup of ZPPR, a 
number of experiments were performed to measure the 
reproducibility of system criticality upon half closure. 
Measurements made during a one- or two-day period 
proved satisfactory. However, as time progressed be
yond this, it became apparent that there was a consist
ent reactivity loss with time. Subsequent investigations 
attributed the loss to radioactive decay of the fissiona
ble isotope Pu-241 (13 year half-life), ]iresent in small 
quantities (~1.6 w/o) in the ZPPR fuel alloy. This 
effect has also been used to explain, in i>art, a similar 
reactivity loss observed over a three-month period in 
ZPR-3. 

Subsequent examination of data obtained in recent 
cores on ZPR-3 and ZPPR has provided reference-
core criticality measurements, spaced over an interval 
of several weeks each, on ZPR-3 Assemblies 51 and 

TABLE II-32-I. TOT.IL WORTHS OF Pu-241 .iNn . 
ZPPR AND ZPR-3 ASSEMBLIES 

Assembly 

ZPR-3, 51 
ZPR-3, SOB 
ZPPR-FTR 1 
Demonstration 

Plant 

Worth of Pu-241 ( ^ " V 

10-' 

2,5 X 10" 
atoms/cm^ 

1,13 
1,46 
1.54 
3.11 

5.0 X 10" 
atoms/cm^ 

2.26 
2.91 
3.08 
6.21 

im-241 i.\ 

Worth of-\m-24l( ' ' -Y 

10-' 

2.5 X 10" 
atoms/cm^ 

- 3 . 0 0 
- 3 . 4 0 
- 1 . 7 7 
- 1 . 5 5 

5.0 X 10" 
atoms/cm' 

- 6 , 0 0 
- 6 . 8 0 . 
- 3 , 5 4 
- 3 , 1 0 

56B and on FTR Cores 1 and 2 in ZPPR, all of which 
were part of the FTR Critical Program, 

The analyses of the worths of Pu-241 and Am-241 ia 
the particular cores studied were performed with one-
dimensional diffusion theory. Cross sections for the 
Am-241 were obtained from the E N D F / B library, av
eraged over a typical F T R spectrum, and added to an 
existing cross section library set that had previously 
been prepared for analysis of the Phase B FTR cores. 
The actual worth calculations were then performed 
using one-dimensional diffusion and perturbation cal
culations as performed by the JfACH-l code.' The 
results of these calculations are ]irovided in Table II-
32-1. 

The contribution of the Am-241 builduj) to the total 
reactivity effect proved to be negative, and constituted 
only 1 to 3% of the total effect. The loss of Pu-241 thus 
contributed 97 to 99% of the total effect. 

The results of the calculations for ZPR-3 -Assembly 
51 indicate that the downward trend in the excess 
reactivity of the reference core can be explained in 
large part by the loss of Pu-241 and the associated 
buildup of Am-241. Experimental errors on the meas
urements are based on the standard deviation of two or 
more reference core criticality measurements taken on 
the same or successive days. Figure II-32-1 compares 
experimental and calculated data for ZPR-3 Assembly 
51. 

The data for Assembly 51, obtained from mid-De
cember through February, are much better than those 
obtained from Assembly 56B. The Assembly 56B data 
were taken between the end of January and early 
April, at a time when outside weather was becoming 
warmer. This would have an effect on ZPR-3 reactor 
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temperature because cell air can be heated but not 
cooled. Such a temperature drift was indeed observed 
in outer core regions and in the reflector. Adilitional 
heating of the air in the reactor cell causes an addi
tional small reactivity loss due to the negative temper
ature coefficient of the reactor, thereby explaining the 
large discrepancy in the data obtained at about 60 
days compared with the data obtained in the initial 
measurement. Figure II-32-2 compares experimental 
and calculated data for ZPR-3 .\ssembly 56. 

The FTR-2 data from ZPPR were not susceptible to 
weather considerations, as described above, because 
the temperature of the ZPPR cell is held constant to 
within ±14°F regardless of the outside temperature. 
The data from FTR-2, taken over a 26-day period, 
show a good correlation between calculated and meas
ured effects. The reactor was shut down for 28 days 
during August 1969 for cell isolation tests. Reference 
measurements made before and after this interval indi
cated a loss of 7.9 ± 0.7 Ih. The calculated loss over 
this period is about 6.6 Ih, which accounts for almost 
all of the measured loss. Figure II-32-3 compares ex
perimental and calculated data for ZPPR Assembly 1. 

The rate at which reactivity is lost depends primar
ily on the amount of Pu-241 present in the fuel. In the 
FTR cores on ZPPR, the Pu-241 was 1 to 2 w/o of the 
total plutonium present (Pu-240 is 11.5 w/oi . The cal
culated rate of reactivity loss in this case was 0.234 
Ih/day. While this would not normally be an impor
tant consideration, some reactivity measurements 
which require considerable time to perform could show 
the eS'ects of a reactivity change of 0.1 to 0.15 Ih 
during the experiment. Sodium voiding experiments, 
which involve loading changes between measurements, 
could encounter problems due to the Pu-241 decay 

DAYS 

Fio, II-32-1. Reference Core Reactivity Loss, ZPR-3 .As
sembly 51. ANL Neg. No. 116-226. 
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FiG. II-32-3. Reference Core Reactivity Loss, ZPPR As
sembly 1. ANL Neg. No. 116-227. 

Calculations of the effect in a power reactor indicate 
that for demonstration plant sizes, assumed to have a 
power level of at least 750 MWt, the production of 
Pu-241 by capture in Pu-240 balances the decay loss 
and essentially no loss ot Pu-241 occurs. However, it 
there were no decay problem one would anticipate 
some buildup of Pu-241 in the core. This potential gain 
in reactivity is almost completely lost due to the Pu-
241 decay. 

In conclusion, the effects of decay of Pu-241 in criti
cal facilities can be severe for experiments which re
quire references widely spaced in time. The effect in a 
power reactor is simply to compensate for the buildup 

file:///ssembly
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of Pu-241 through capture in Pu-240. A recommended 
procedure for plutonium-fueled critical facilities is to 
repeat measurements on the reference core once or 
twice a week to provide sufficient data to determine an 
accurate experimental value of reactivity loss due to 
fissile isotope decay. Calculations can be performed 
but must be regarded as somewhat uncertain because 

the cross sections for such elements as Pu-241 and 
Am-241 are not accurately known. 
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11-33. -K Postanalyt ical Study of Eight ZPR-3 Benchmark Criticals 
Using ENDF/B Data 

. \ . L. H E S S , R . G . P.iLMEK and J. i l . STEVEXSOX* 

INTRODUCTION 

The plutonium-fueled assemblies which have been 
constructed on ZPR-3 include a series of eight, simple 
core-blanket physics studies ranging in size from 90 to 
450 liters. In order of construction, these were Assem
blies No. 48, 48B, 49, 50, 53, 54, 58 and 59. A program 
of postanalyses has been underway on these systems 
using cross sections based on Version I of E N D F / B 
(1968 edition) and the ARC System adapted to the 
Idaho IBM 360/75 computer. The program includes 
investigation of the effect of heterogeneity on eigenval
ues, on central fission ratios, and on material worths. 
Also, the studies include comparative calculations with 
1-D and 2-D codes to establish simple models for fu
ture calculations. Although the basic data file used will 
be superseded by revisions in progress, these studies 
form the groundwork in establishing analytical tech
niques to be used in data testing of the 1970 edition of 
E N D F / B (Version I I ) . 

Models for criticality calculations were derived from 
the as-built, heterogeneous-structure, critical configu
rations. Cylindrical models for two-dimensional analy
sis used the actual axial lengths and average core radii 
of the assemblies, with only minor adjustments for 
smoothing the radial boundaries, for the excess reac
tivity of the control rods and for the interface effect. 
The studies of the heterogeneity effects were carried 
out with one-dimensional analysis, and spherical mod
els of the assemblies for this purpose were obtained 
from the as-built core volumes and approximate shape 
factors. 

METHODS OF ANALYSIS 

Figure 11-33-1 charts the course of the analyses with 
the ARC System starting with the generation of multi-

' UKAEA, Winfrith, Dorchester, Dorset, England. 

group cross sections using MC". The MC^ problems 
were run in the ultrafine mode under the consistent Bi 
option. Fine-group widths of 14 lethargy units were 
specified, and the output broad-group structure con
tained 30 groups (1/2-lethargy widths through Group 
26, then widths of 1, 1, and 2, with the 30th group 
representing the thermal range). 

Each of the different fuel-cell arrangements used in 
the construction of the assemblies required several 
runs of MC- cross sections. The first MC^ problem for 
each type of cell was run in the homogeneous mode: 
that is, the input composition was that of the average 
core cell and the resonance shielding of the heavy iso
topes was carried out according to a homogeneous dis
persion of all the materials. Then, for each of the dif
ferent types of fuel or fertile plates, one additional 
MC- problem was run in the heterogeneous mode to 
obtain cross sections for the plate constituents with the 
resonance shielding according to the plate makeup and 
its surroundings of diluent. The combination of MC 
problems for each case thus gave cross sections for the 
resonance isotopes which were both homogeneously 
and heterogeneously shielded. 

Separate i l C - problems were run to obtain blanket 
cross sections. For each uranium-blanketed core, an 
MC- problem was run which provided resonance 
shielding for the uranium isotopes according to the 
uranium concentration in the blanket, but which used 
an ultrafine weighting spectrum similar to the core 
spectrum. For Assembly 54, a zero-buckling MC^ cal
culation was used to obtain cross sections for the steel 
reflector materials. A cross-section set for lead, to be 
used in the -Assembly 59 calculations (reflector of 
lead), was adopted from the PHROG library since the 
E N D F / B file does not include lead. 

The next phase of the procedure was to obtain > 
spatial weighting of the cross sections over the width 



Hess, Palmer and Stevenson 

MC' 
Prepare 

homogeneously 
shielded and 

heterogeneously 
shielded 

cross-sections 

CALHET 
Prepore flux 

weighted 
(heterogeneously 

shielded) 
cross-sections 

ID DIFF 
K-effs for 

homogeneously 
and 

heterogeneously 
shielded resonance 

cross-sections 

ID SNARC 
k-eff for 

homogeneously 
shielded resonance 

cross-sections 
(for transport 

correction) 

ID DIFF 

k-eff for flux 
weighted 

cross-sections 

2D DIFF 

Best k-eff value 
for flux 
weighted 

cross-sections 

2D PERT 

Reaction rates, 
ratios, and 

perturbation 
worths 

Fir., II-33-1. Calculation Flow Chart—.AliC System. .ANL-ID-103-A209e. 

of the core cells. This is to provide reaction rates in k 
calculations which reflect the multiplication in the fuel 
plates; that is, the flux advantage/disadvantage ef
fects. The code CALHET-2 was used for this purpose. 
CALHET calculates intercell. multigroup flux distri
butions using a collision probability formulation of the 
neutron-balance equations in slab geometry, a formu
lation based on integral transport theory. Twenty slab 
regions are allowed in C-\LHET, and each of the core 
cells studied was described in the inputs to the code as 
a 20-region representation, using two or three regions 
for the fuel plates. The cross section input for the fuel 
and fertile isotope regions were the appropriate reso
nance-shielded cross sections from the heterogeneous-
MC^ calculations. For the non-resonance materials, 
the inputs to CALHET were cross sections from the 
homogeneous MC- case. In addition to a Ak for flux 
advantage calculated by perturbation theory, CAL
HET outputs cross sections for each input cross sec
tion. The outputs have been averaged over the cell 
using the regionwise, real flux distributions. The next 
step of the analyses is the diffusion theory calculations 
using the spherical model and three different cross sec
tion sets: homogeneous-MC", heterogeneous-MC^, and 
C.\LHET-weighted cross sections. The differences in k 
between cases thus gave the reactivity effects of heter
ogeneity. Transport corrections were obtained from 
SNARC calculations (Ss) for the spherical model 
using homogeneously shielded cross sections in the core. 

Toward the end of the path in Fig. II-33-1 are the 
2-D diffusion calculations which, upon adding the 
transport corrections, give the final k values from this 
study. The cross sections used in the core in these 
cylindrical models are the cell-averaged output from 
CALHET and thus account for both the resonance 
self-shielding anfl the fuel-multiplication effects of het
erogeneity. 

The real and ad.ioint fluxes from the 2-D diffusion 
problems also constitute the input for the final stage of 
analysis, namely calculations of central fission ratios, 
central worths of materials, and the effective delayed 
neutron parameters. The spectra thus more appropri
ately represent the environment of the cell-plate struc
ture around the material-worth samples and the fission 
chambers. However, the cross sections used for the 
sample materials and fission-chamber platings were 
taken from the homogeneous MC" problems to provide 
aA'erage resonance shielding representing the sample or 
fissile-foil material uniformity dispersed in minute 
concentration across the core cell. For the non-core-
constituent materials (1^-233, U-234, tantalum, etc.) 
infinitesmal concentrations were specified in the homo
geneous MC" input to provide infinite-dilution cross 
sections averaged with the homogeneous ultrafine spec
trum. 

The majority of the analytical program outlined 
above was completed during the year, and the results 
which have been obtained are presented below. 
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TABLK II-33-r. EFFECTS OF HETEHOGENEOI S SHIET,UINQ (JF 
RESONANCES IN F U E L AND FERTILE PLATES 

.Assembly 

48 
48B 
49 
50 
63 
54 
58 
59 

k.ff , Calculated for Spherical 
Model by Diffusion Theory 

Witli Homo
geneously 
Shielded 

Resonances 

0.9690 
0.9694 
0.9031 
0.9707 
0.9884 
0.9517 
1.0027 

With Hetero
geneously 
Shielded 

Resonances 

0.9746 

0.9683 
0.9798 
1.0050 
0.9704 
1.0038 

0.9712 0,9738 

Shielding Effect, 

0,56 

o,;i2 
0.91 
l,li() 
1,87 
0,11 
0.26 

TABLE 11-33-0. EFFECTS OF SPATIAL-FLUX WBifSHTiNG OF 
CROSS SECTIONS AND TOTAL HETEROGENEITY EFFECT 

Assembly 

48 
48B 

49 
50 
S3 
54 
58 
59 

CALHET 
Cell Results 

(Input ff's 
From Het. 

MC), 

%* 

1.34 
1.28 

(Inner Cell) 
1.07 
1.52 
1.46 

— 
1.80 

— 

Diffusion 
Theory k for 

Sphere 
Using Flux-

Weighted ff's 
(CALHET 

Output) 

0.9885 
0.9891 

0.9766 
0.9949 
1.0190 
0.9848 
1.0191 
0.9898 

Cell-Flux 
Weighting 

Effect, 

1..39 

— 
1.03 
1.51 
1.40 
1.58 
1,53 
1,00 

Combined 
Hetero-

Effect, Reson. 
Shid. -)-

Flux Wtg., 

%* 
1.95% 
1.97 

1.35 
2.42 
3.06 
3.45 
1,64 
1,86 

EFFECTS OF HETEROGENEITY ON CALCTLATED fc,,// 

Table II-33-I compares the k,.// values given by the 
spherical diffusion-theory calculations using core cross 
sections from the homogeneous and heterogeneous !MC^ 
problems. The differences obtained thus represent the 
low-energy heterogeneity effect due to the increased 
self-shielding of resonances in the cell-plate structure 
as compared with a homogeneous mixture. For cores 
containing U-238, the trend is toward increasing reso
nance-shielding effect with increasing spectral degra
dation. I t was somewhat surprising to obtain a posi
tive, yet small, effect for the Assembly 58 and 59 
cores; however, the result is consistent with the change 
in buckling found between the homogeneous and heter
ogeneous MC" cases for the Assembly 58 cell. I t ap
pears that the lack of U-238 and the reduced fraction 
of Pu-240 in Assemblies 58 and 59 compared with the 
previous cores has the effect of reducing the high en
ergy adjoint to the point where the adjoint in the fls

sion spectrum range is less than in the energy range 
where resonance absorption occurs. 

The effects of heterogeneity in the high-energj- range 
are presented in Table II-33-II. The second column of 
the table lists the heterogeneity advantage as calcu
lated for the cells by the CALHET Code; its inclusion 
here serves only as a check on the reasonableness of 
reactivity changes from the diffusion theory calcula
tion using the CALHET-output cross sections. The /c,„ 
values given by the C.4LHET cross sections (Column 
3 of Table II-33-II) are not the best diffusion theory 
results from this study since the spherical models used 
were in most cases only approximately correct. 

The total effect of heterogeneity, the combination of 
resonance shielding and fuel-jilate multiplication, are 
given in the last column of Table II-33-II. In general, 
these results are about 0.4% Afc/fc higher than hetero
geneity corrections which have been derived in the 
past, possibly due to the different effects given by 
CALHET as ojiposed to discrete-ordinate slab calcula
tions for cell-flux distributions. 

EFFECTS OF HETEROOENEITY ON 

CALCULATED FISSION RATIOS 

Tbe effect of the cell heterogeneity upon the spec
trum was studied by comparing fission ratios derived 
for the different spectra from the spherical diffusion-
theory calculations using the homogeneous MC- cross 
sections, the heterogeneous MC- cross sections, and the 
CALHET-weighted cross sections. Table 11-33-111 
gives the total heterogeneity effect on the U-238/U-235 
fission ratios, the difference in ratios obtained with the 
homogeneous-core spectrum and the spectrum ob
tained with CALHET-weighted cross sections (which 
include heterogeneous resonance shielding and cell spa-

TABLE II-33-II1. EFFECT.^ OF HETEROGENEITY O \ C.\Lce-
L.iTED U-238/U-235 FISSION RATIOS 

.Assembly 

48 
48B 
49 
50 
53 
54 
58 
59 

Calculated 
Ratio in 

Homogeneous 
Spectrum" 

0.03057 
0.02909 
0.03350 
0,02081 
0.02725 
0.02629 
0.0.3313 
0.03385 

Calculated 
Ratio in 

Heterogeneous 
Spectrum'' 

0.02889 
0.02767 
0,03265 
0,02425 
0,02458 
0,02368 
0.02926 
0 02952 

Effect, 

-5 .5 
-4.9 
-2.7 
-9.5 
-9.8 
-9.9 

-11.7 
-12.8 

" Spp(;trnm at center of core from spherical diffusion-theory 
calculation using cross sections frum homogeneous MC 

^ Spectrum at center of core from spherical diffusion-theory 
calculation using CALHET-weighted cross sections. 
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tial-flux weighting). Using core cross sections from the 
heterogeneous MC" (with only the resonance-shielding 
heterogeneity effect accounted for) gave ratios approx
imately midway between the values in Columns 2 and 
3 in Table II-33-III ; this indicates that the total ef
fect from heterogeneity in the last column is about 
half due to resonance shielding and half due to spa
tial-flux weighting. 

The heterogeneity effects tor the other threshold-iso
tope fission ratios (for U-234, U-236 and Pu-240) were 
almost identical to that indicated above for the U-
238/U-235 ratio. Little effect was found for the Pu-
239/U-235 and U-233/U-235 fission ratios; at most the 
differences in ratios for these isotopes using homogene
ous and CALHET-weighted spectra were about 2%. 

TRANSPORT COEHECTIONS AND TWO-DIMENSIONAL 

DIRFUSION-THEORY CALCULATIONS 

Table II-33-IV lists the transport corrections for the 
eight assemblies, in each case determined as the differ
ence in ke/r between an Ss transport-theory calculation 
and a diffusion-theory calculation on a spherical 
model. Of particular interest are the high values for 
the light metal-reflected systems. Assemblies 54 and 
59; the small size and relatively large leakage compo
nent for each of these two systems may require that 
only transport-theoiy calculations be acceptable for 
benchmark-testing purposes for these cases. 

Also listed in Table II-33-IV are the k^/f values 
given by the two-dimensional diffusion-theory calcula
tions in cylindrical geometry. Adding the transport 
corrections gives the final fcr// values using E N D F / B -
68-based cross sections on the assembly models used. 
However, a few cautionary notes are needed on these 
values: 1) for the uranium-blanket cores (where mul
tigroup cross sections for the blanket were averaged 
with the core ultrafine spectrum), there may be up to 
about -fO.e^c k effect or uncertainty due to the 
blanket cross section treatment, 2) for Assembly 54, 

the zero-buckling-MC- cross sections are probably 
over-shielded and not properly representative of aver
age cross sections for the spectrum in the vicinity of the 
core-reflector boundary, and therefore upwards to 4% 
k uncertainty may be inherent in the method, 3) the 
R-Z models used for Assemblies 54 and 59 had no 
corrections for irregular core outline. Both of these 
assemblies had somewhat square cross sectional load
ing patterns for the core, and using the equivalent-area 
radii probably gave models on the order of -1-0.5% k 
too reactive. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The results of the analyses to date on the eight 
ZPR-3 plutonium benchmark systems indicate a 
value of k too high for the softer spectrum systems 
—Assembly 53 and on. I t is known that the a for Pu-
239 is too low in the E N D F / B Version I. Correction 
would qualitatively improve the calculated fc. The 
larger correction factors for core edge irregularities and 
transport effects, in the small assemblies, moans that 
sophisticated analysis is required to use them as relia
ble benchmark tests of cross sections. 

TABLE II-33-IV. TR.INSPORT THEIIKY CORRECTIONS .IND 
21) DIFFUSION C-\U:L'L.^TIONS 

Assembly 

48 
48B 
49 
50 
53 
54 
58 
59 

Transport 
Correction 

(ID-SNARG 
versus ID-
riffusion), 

%A*/* 
% 

0,72 
0.70 
0.76 
0.65 
0.99 
3,07 
1,53 
4,26 

k.ff irom R-Z 
Ditlusion Calcu

lation Using 
CALHET-

Weighted Core 
Cross Sections 

0,9884 
0,9895 
0,9795 
0,9936 
1,0127 
1,0005 
1,0148 
1.007S 

Final k./f , 
2D Diffusion 

Result -1-
Transport 
Correction 

0.9956 
0.9965 
0.9871 
1.0001 
1.0226 
1,0312 
1,0.301 
1,0504 

11-34. A Study of Methods of Cross Sect ion Error Identif icat ion Uti l iz ing Integral 
Data from Fast Critical Assemblies 

K. O. OTT,* R . B . POND and .1. M. KALLFELzf 

As a result of inaccuracies in nuclear data, predictions 
of integral quantities for reactor design and performance 
may be significantly in error. Tbe inaccuracies of pre-

* Purdue University, Lafayette, Indiana. 
t Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, Georgia. 

dictiims are revealed in comparisons with corresponding 
results of integral experiments in critical facilities. There 
is no doubt that the deviations between theoretical and 
experimental results contain "information". There is, 
however, considerable disagreement of how to utilize 



228 / / . Fast Reactor Physics 

this information. The various i>ositions of investigators 
reach from a generally negative attitude about data 
adjustment on the one side to an optimistic attitude on 
the other side. Two opposing positions are: 

(1) Integral experiments sliould be used merely for 
checking theoretical predictions and for finding 
indication-^ of combined inaccuracies which are 
caused by nuclear data as well as other sources of 
errors.^ 

(2) Deviations between calculated and measured 
integral quantities should be utilized to adjust 
microscopic data, including their energy depend
ence as described, for example, by group constant 
sets with 16-33 groups--* or 2000 groups/ 

A number of other possibilities lying between these 
two opposite positions have been investigated or pro
posed : 

(3) the use of all criticality measurements as a basis 
for an extensive interpolation procedure to find 
the criticality of other comjjositions^ 

(4) adjustment of group constant sets with a smaller 
number of groups (e.g., 4-5 groups)''^ 

(5) adjustment of integral reaction rates in two or 
three typical neutron spectra.^ 

The list of intermediate positions, together with cor
responding arguments and investigations, shows that 
the general status of the area of "utilization of results of 
integral experiments to improve theoretical predictions 
of reactor parameters" may be described as follows: 

(1) there is no generally accepted philosophy or ap
proach 

(2) there is nu generally accepted adjustment pro
cedure 

(3) there is no general agreement about the physical 
significance of specific adjustments 

(4) there is no general agreement about the possi
bility of improving predictions of integral pa
rameters by using sets of adjusted group con
stants. 

The importance of this controversial problem war
ranted an in-depth investigation of the possibilities and 
limits of data adjustment. 

The present investigation is carried out as a theo
retical simulation of a complete adjustment procedure. 
The results and errors of the integral experiments are 
simulated as are also tlie errors of the microscopic data. 
In the theoretical simulation of experiments, the " true" 
values are laiown. The simulation procedure as used in 
this study consists of the following steps: 

(1) Collapse of the "ABBX"*^°* multigroup cross' 
section set to a one-group constant set using a 
typical spectrum from the various assemblies 
used in the study. These one-group constants, 

which are considered the " t rue" values for the 
purposes of this study, are used to calculate the 
critical buckling for the integral experiments. 

(2) Evaluation of typical errors of the one-group 
cross sections {standard deviations, s"). 

(3) Construction of the "theoretical" one-group 
cross sections by statistical variation around the 
" true" values (using the standard deviations, / ) . 
These "theoretical" values correspond to the 
cross section set which one has available in an 
actual situation. 

(4) Calculation of the "theoretical" multiplication 
constants k„ for the set of assemblies (eigenvalues 
X„ = l/kn), using the "theoretical" cross sections 
and the critical bucklings (for which /;„ = 1.0 
for the " true" cross sections) calculated in (1). 

(5) Construction of the "experimental" results for 
the eigenvalues X" by statistical variation around 
X„ = 1.0 using an assumed standard deviation 
s*" for the experimental error of the reactivity. 

(6) Calculation of the cross section variations accord
ing to the procedure for fitting theoretical and 
experimental reactivities, i.e., identification of 
the cross section changes or "errors" introduced 
in (.3). 

(7) Comparison of the identified and the known cross 
section errors. 

A theoretical simulation has also been used in an ex
ample by Cecchini et al.-

A one-group, zero-dimensional model was selected in 
order to show comparisons of several different adjust
ment procedures and to show dependency upon the 
number and the experimental errors of integral and 
microscopic data. 

I'our fitting procedures were applied to this study. 
All four procedures may be formulated by the same 
system of equations with the only difference being that 
a certain parameter (7) is to be determined in a differ
ent way. 

Tlie mean square deviation of predicted and measured 
results of the N integral experiments is given by 

^ i : (1A"„)' ( E Hr..u, -f Ap„y = A\ (1) 

where ^ 
s i is the average reactivity error of tbe »tli integral j, 

experiment 
«i is the (unknown) change in microscopic data to 

be found by the fitting procedure f| 
Ht„ is the sensitivity of tbe criticality (of system «) ^ 

with respect to a change in Uk 
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i p , is the difference of tbe experimental and the 
theoretically predicted reactivities 

Sk is the assumed error (standard deviation) of at . 
The four adjustment procedures lead to the following 

system of equations for the unknowns Uk : 

Z) ha'Ut' = bt (2a) 

with 

t ; ^ = - E ^ , A p „ (2b) 

FITTING PROCEDURE N O . 1—No CONSTR.\INT CONDI

TION (7 = 0) 

This is the standard, unconstrained, least square fit 
of measured and calculated results. 

FITTING PROCEDURE N O . 2—ELLIPSOID.\L CONSTR.\INT 

CONDITION 

The variation of the unknowns, Uk , as restricted to a 
domain described by a hyper-ellipsoid. 

(3) 

The use of Eq. (3) leads to a two branch solution. If 
the relative minimum of tbe unconstrained problem 
falls within the domain of Eq. (3), then the solution is 
the .same as that for the first procedure; if not, the 
minimum is to be found on the surface of the hyper-
ellipsoid of Eq. (3), 

- Ut{y) 
(4) 

From Eqs. (2) and (4), 7 and Uk(y) are found by 
iteration. This procedure is a variation of the pro
cedure applied by Barre et al. ' The difference is that 
Barre et al. used a parallelepiped as a constraint do
main. The hyper-ellipsoid is, however, physically more 
justified since not all cross sections are in error by the 
maximum amount of their uncertainty and not all 
deviations influence tbe reactivity in the same direc
tion. The fact that there is a strong compensation of 
errors is shown by deviations of only a few percent in 
k,ii. Without any compensation, the discrepancy of 
experimental and theoretical results would be exces
sively large. 

(5) 

KITTING PROCEDURE N O . 3—COMBINED F I T OF 

INTEGRAL AND DIFFERENTIAL RESULTS' 

The minimum principal of this procedure is given by 

2 
I V ^ Wit 

-\- y 2^ •—-i; = mmimum. 
^ {slY 

Equation (2c) follows from Eq. (5) by differentiation 
with respect to Uk . The value of y in the combined fit 
is a controversial subject. 

For the one-group case, one may assume that each 
cross section measurement is an integral experiment in 
itself. In this case 7 = 1, and the contributions of all 
"experiments" are added in Eq. (5) with weighting 
factors determined from their respective accuracies. If 
the cross section adjustments are to be done in a multi-
group representation, the number of terms in the 
second sum of Eq. (5) increase proportionally to the 
number of groups, G. The number of terms in the first 
sum remains the same. Hemment and Pcndlebury' 
tried to account for this by dividing the second term 
in Eq. (5) by G, i.e. 7 = l/G. Rowlands and Mac-
dougalP deemed this to be improper and they used 
7 = 1 also for the multigruop case. Bitelli et al.^' 
called the relative weight of the two sums in Eq. (5) 
"optional". Pazy et al.^- showed that theoretical con
siderations suggested 7 = l/G. 

FITTING PROCEOURE X O . 4—FIXED SQUARE CON-

• STRAINT C O N D I T I O N 

All three procedures described above yield "some" 
value as a minimum value of the mean square devia
tion, A .̂ This remaining square deviation may often 
be substantially smaller than the inaccuracy of the 
integral experiments. In these cases, the application of 
the procedure results in an "overfit" of tlie integral 
measurements. One should have in mind that the 
exact cross sections used in an exact computational 
procedure could never describe the integral experi
ments more accurately than their error band allows. In 
other words, one should expect that the integral re
sults "verify" the errors of the integral experiments. 
Therefore, a new^ procedure is introduced by the postu
late that, "the remaining square deviation be equal to 
the square deviation of the integral experiments." As in 
the combincd-fit-procedure No. 3, the cross sections are 
allowed to deviate from the unadjusted ones in a least 
square sense. 

The constraint condition 

E (iA'»)̂  (Z HI i . « t ( 7 ) + Ap-V • 1 (0) 
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is used to determine the value of y. It should be noted, 

that procedures No. 2 and 4 provide a prescription to 

calculate 7 for each case. 

The general conclusions whicli can be drawn from 

this study are: 

In the framework of the one-group, zero-dimensional 

model, it is possible to identify cro.ss section errors from 

integral measurements fairly accurately. 

To what extent this identification mtiy be extended 

when the complexities of space and energy dependence 

are taken into account requires additional investiga

tion. It appears likely, however, that cross section 

error identificatiou will also be possible when such com

plexities are included, altliough the adjustment pro

cedures may be different from the procedures presently 

applied. The inaccuracies in the treatment of space and 

energy dependence have largely the character of sys

tematic errors rather than statistical errors, and the 

present study showed that systematic inaccuracies do 

not strongly reduce the jjossibility of error identifica

tion. 
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11-35. Fuel M a n a g e m e n t Design With the REBUS S y s t e m 

J. HOOVER and D. A. MENELEY 

INTRODUCTION 

An important phase of reactor design is the selection 

of a fuel management scheme. Here "fuel manage

ment" refers to both the in-reactor and ex-reactor por

tion of the fuel cycle. Fuel management design is sig-' 

nificant because of the sensitivity of the energy costs, 

the power, and the energy output to the mode of fuel 

management. Fuel cycle calculations are required to 

determine the operating conditions of the reactor sys

tem and to evaluate the performance of the system. 

The objective of the design calculations is to obtain 

the "best" reactor performance without violating the 

many physical constraints. 

The primary purpose of this paper is to present a 

proposed fuel management design procedure. The pro

posed procedure is preliminary in that more analysis in 
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particular areas mentioned lierein is needed in order to 
establish tlie accuracy and the range of validity of the 
procedure. A secondary purpose is to illustrate the role 
of the REBUS System in this procedure. In addition, 
the utility ot equilibrium fuel cycle calculations in 
doing design analysis is shown. 

FUEL CYCLE DESIGN ANALYSIS 

In doing design analysis, an adequate fuel cycle 
model must be used. Specification of a reasonable fuel 
cycle model requires some understanding of the pur
pose of the design analysis. Design analyses divide 
quite naturally into two classes: conceptual design 
analysis and final design analysis. In conceptual de
sign analysis, a large number of survey and parametric 
studies are done to obtain the general performance and 
economic characteristics of the system. The external 
cycle (reprocessing and refabrication) must be mod
eled in this analysis. In addition, conceptual design 
analysis involves fuel management studies to optimize 
burnup and power distributions, studies of various core 
zone enrichments to acliieve uniform power distribu
tions, and studies to minimize the impact of the con
trol strategy. Final design analysis requires a much 
more detailed spatial model of the reactor to determine 
local power and burnup distributions and accurate 
mass balances. Much emphasis is placed on achieving 
the detailed thermal hydraulic constraints on peak fuel 
and clad temperatures. The detailed burnup distribu
tion must be obtained to insure fuel and structure in
tegrity. Note that the control strategy selection is in
cluded in fuel cycle design analysis because of the 
effect of control strategy on the fuel cycle results, in 
particular, the fissile mass balances and the power gen
eration in individual fuel bundles. 

EQIILIBRR'M FUEL CYCLE CALCULATION 

Before proceeding to the discussion of the fuel man
agement design procedure, it is necessary to under
stand the equilibrium calculation and its function in 
the procedure. The equilibrium fuel cycle calculation 
provides the infinite time operating conditions of a 
recycle system under fixed conditions. The main use of 
an equilibrium solution is as a first approximation to 
the operating conditions of the system after the first 
few cycles. This solution provides estimates of the 
burn step time, control requirements, feed enrichments, 
and overall system economics. As shown below the 
equilibrium solution can provide this for a lower cost 
than the direct calculation of a number of burn steps 
and thus can serve as a starting point for final design 
analysis. The projected scatter-reloading fuel manage
ment strategies for fast reactors involve up to seven or 

eight cycles as maximum subassembly residence time 
in the blanket*. The direct method of solution requires 
explicit calculation of at least this number of cycles to 
establish the correct end-of-life conditions. The end-
of-life conditions can only be guessed at the beginning 
of the calculation procedure, if the direct method is 
used, so a good deal of trial and error is involved in 
developing the solution of enrichment, burn time, and 
control requirements which will satisfy the thermal 
hydraulic, metallurgic, and nuclear constraints. The 
equilibriiun solution on the other hand requires explicit 
calculation of only one burn step. 

The equilibrium solution can provide the power 
peaking factors for use in the thermal hydraulic analy
sis and the flux distributions for metallurgic analysis; 
typically, subassembly swelling and bowing calcula
tions. The resulting enrichments, burn step, and par
tially-burned fuel densities can be used as in])Ut to an 
explicit, step by step calculation to obtain detailed 
performance characteristics of the system in its normal 
operating (post-startup) state. Some adjustment of the 
design may be required at this point because of the ap
proximations made in the equilibrium calculation. The 
explicit calculation can provide information for subas
sembly flux peaking factors in later cquililtrium prob
lems. 

Computation of the optimum new-reactor startup 
procedure is greatly facilitated by knowing what the 
flnal operating conditions will be; an equilibrium solu
tion can be used to supply this information. The 
startup strategy may involve special fuel materials, 
variation of burn time, recharge of partly burned fuel, 
or fuel shuffling. The objective is to reach the normal 
ojierating conditions at minimum incremental cost for 
the total number of startup cycles. The startup fuel 
cycle calculations must be done by direct calculation 
of each step; however, the results of the equilibrium 
problem can be used to obtain estimates of the most 
economical startup strategy. 

FUEL MANAGEMENT DESIGN PROCEDURE 

A fuel management design procedure must satisfy 
several requirements. First, it must be flexible enough 
to handle the wide class of problems to be studied. 
Second, the procedure must be sufficiently accurate to 
properly characterize the recycle systems to be studied. 
Third, the procedure must be reasonably economic in 
terms of both designer effort and computer time. The 
fuel management design procedure in this pajier was 
designed to satisfy these requirements. 

The fuel management design procedure is illustrated 
in Fig. II-35-1. The ]3rocedure is iterative as shown, as 
the evaluation ot the reactor performance will provide 
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Reactor System Type 

Fuel, clad, Coolant, etc. 

Free Parameters 

Stiim Control 
Strategy. 
Fuel Management 
Scheme. 

Constraints 

Nuclear 
Metallurgic 
Thermal-
Hydraulic 

Fuel Cycle Analysis 

Enrichment, Burn 
Time, Control 
Requirements, etc. 

Reactor Performance 

Fuel Cycle Costs 

Coolant Pumping Costs 
Coolant Pressure Drop 
Coolant \<tlocity 
Peak Fuel and Clad Temperature 
Fuel Bowling and Swelling 

Other Design Analyses 

Metallurgic Analysis 
Thermol Hydraulics 
Analysis 

FIG. II-35-1. Fuel Management De-'̂ i^u Procedure. ANL Neg. A'o. 116-524. 

the basis for selection of alternative free parameters 
(shim control strategy and/or fuel management 
scheme) and possibly some change in the reactor sys
tem type in order to enhance reactor performance. The 
various terms in Fig. II-35-1 are described below. 

The reactor .system type includes specification of the 
fuel, clad and coolant. The core arrangement and 
structure arrangement are also specified along with the 
total reactor ])ower. This phase of the procedure can 
itself involve design analysis; however, this paper is 
not concerned with this general area, but it is based on 
the assumption that previous experience or a prelimi
nary design analysis is sufficient to specify the reactor 
system type and physical characteristics. 

In selecting a fuel management scheme, the design 
characteristics are of two types; free parameters and 
constrained parameters. The free parameters are de
signer-specified, and the constrained parameters are 
determined by the design analysis. The distinction be
tween free parameters and constrained parameters is 
not always clear, as is noted below. The free parame
ters chosen are shim control strategy and fuel manage
ment strategy. The shim control strategy includes 
specification of the physical location and the number 
of control a-ssemblies which balance reactivity changes 
resulting from fuel burnup. The fuel management 
strategy refers to both the in-reactor and ex-reactor' 
portion of the fuel cycle. The in-reactor fuel manage
ment scheme includes selection of the batch fraction, 
shuffling mode, etc. The ex-reactor portion of the fuel 

cycle defines the amount of bred fuel sold, the distribu
tion of fuel discharges to reprocessing plants, and the 
refabrication with makeup from the reprocessing out
put and external feeds. Not all of the above parame
ters are free in the sense of being designer specified. 
For instance, the external feeds available depend on 
the type of powder economy (LWR, mixed LWR and 
LMFBR, etc.) and the availability of fuel from other 
utilities and fuel owners. However, they are placed in 
this category because the designer or the utility can 
choose from the available sources. 

In the design analysis, the three important types of 
constraints are nuclear, metallurgic, and thermal hy
draulic. The nuclear constraints relate to the system 
reactivity and safety. In fuel cycle analysis, the limi
tations are criticality at the minimum reactivity oper
ating point and continuous criticality through the use 
of shim control. The metallurgic constraints are con
cerned with swelling, bowing, corrosion, erosion, etc. 
This constraint usually is one of damage limitation. In 
fuel cycle analysis, the maximum discharge burnup is 
constrained. In actual calculations the metallurgic con
straint is usually specified by a core averaged dis
charged burnup, which limit is determined by dividing 
the maximum permissible discharged burnup by the 
product of the axial maximum to average power and 
the radial maximum to average power. The computed 
fluxes are used to assess fuel and structure damage. 
The thermal hydraulic constraints are concerned with 
fuel integrity (peak fuel and clad temperature), pump-
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ing power (coolant pressure drop), and erosion (cool
ant velocity). These constraints are usually specified 
by a peak power density and desired average power 
density. 

At this point the fuel cycle analysis, which is a 
model of the physical problem, obtains the constrained 
parameters which satisfy the imposed constraints for 
the specified free parameters. The constrained parame
ters are the feed fuel enrichments, the burn time, and 
shim control requirements. In addition the fuel cycle 
analysis obtains the fissile mass balance, the flux, and 
the power distributions which are used in further anal
yses to determine the reactor performance. 

THE FUEL CYCLE MODEL 

Figure II-35-1 depicts the fuel management design 
procedure; however, the adequacy of this procedure 
depends upon a reasonable fuel cycle model for the 
design analysis. The physical model, the mathematical 
formulation and the solution procedure for the REBUS 
System are presented in Ret. 1. REBUS includes mod
els of all physical procedures which are expected in 
LMFBR operation with defined limits. These are: one 
reactor (as opposed to an interacting power system); 
fuel contained in discrete lumps; fully defined external 
conditions, that is complete specification of bred fuel 
disposal and refabrication make-up; fixed fuel man
agement definition (no cycle optimization). The pres
ent version of REBUS reflects major emphasis on the 
first type of problem defined above, that is, the survey 
problem. 

The time dictionary necessary for running a non-
equilibrium problem is not included in REBUS. Such a 
dictionary would permit real-time calculation of a se
ries of burn-shuffle-refuel steps, with changing reactor 
operating conditions, control rod banking, burned fuel 
disposal, and fresh fuel specifications. Such calcula
tions fall into the category of detailed design work. 
The whole set of logic in REBUS has been designed so 
that the model can properly treat these problems when 
the extra control routines are written. 

The fuel cycle model comprising REBUS describes 
the material motions and contains the equation set 
governing reactor behavior. The indexing system for 
describing material motions describes the following 
phases: fuel loading, in-reactor shuffling, discharge, re
processing, bred fuel sale, refabrication, and storage. 
The indexing system can account for individual fuel 
bundles with completely generalized in-reactor fuel 
shuffling. In the external cycle, fuel Inindles may be ac
counted for separately or combined for reprocessing. 
Competition for available fuel sources (reprocessing 
output and external sources) is permitted at the fabri

cation phase with selection based on a priority distribu
tion scheme. 

The following important assumptions are made with 
respect to the reactor model: 

1. Isotope multigroup cross sections are computed at 
reference compositions and temperature and therefore 
are time independent. 

2. Reaction rates which appear in the depletion 
equations are computed from region- and time-aver
aged group fluxes. 

Because of assumption 1, the fuel cycle analysis 
divides into two phases: computation of the multi-
group cross sections and the fuel cycle calculation. 

COMPUTATION OF THE MULTIGROUP CROSS SECTIONS 

The microscopic cross sections for use in the REBUS 
System are obtained from the MC^ code.^ Typically, 
the broad group structure used has a 0.5 lethargy 
width from 10 MeV to 22.6 eV (26 groups). Fuel cycle 
studies need fewer broad groups. A single collapse 
spectrum, usually obtained from iNIC- or from a multi
dimensional diffusion solution, is used to linearly 
weight the cross sections and collapse to a few-group 
description. In general, eight neutron energy groups 
are sufficient for reactors in which the spectrum 
changes between core and blanket are not severe (see 
Paper 11-36). If a multidimensional diffusion solution 
is obtained for estimated mid-cycle conditions, the 
spectrum obtained can be used in a region-dependent 
collapsing scheme. AVith region dependent collapsing 
by linear flux weighting, four or fewer neutron energ\" 
groups are sufficient (see Paper 11-36). 

Resonance Cross Section Vacations 

The present REBUS System does not include the 
variation of group cross sections in the resonance range 
with the fuel temperature, background potential scat
tering, and atomic density of a given resonance isotope 
and the other resonance absorbers present in the fuel. 
What is required is a simplified resonance cross section 
generating routine, to be called from REBUS prior to 
each flux recalculation. This routine must be highly 
efficient because of the large number of calls which will 
be required. This is an area in which more effort is 
needed to assess the accuracy of the present REBUS 
System in which the microscopic cross sections are 
computed for reference conditions. 

THE NEUTRONICS SOLUTION 

In doing fuel cycle calculations, the computation 
time should be minimized without seriously compro
mising the accuracy. The REBUS System consists of a 
burnup model and a neutronics model. The neutronics 
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solution requires more than 90% of the total comjiuter 
time. Thus, significant economies can result by de
creasing the required time for the neutronics solution 
and the number of neutronics solutions. Some consider
able effort has been expended to do this, the results of 
which are discussed below. 

Up to the present time, the REBUS System has been 
used with the one- and two-dimensional finite differ
ence approximations to the diffusion eciuations in the 
ARC System. The results presented below are for r-z 
cylindrical calculations in two-dimensions. The neu
tronics solution time is sensitive to both the mesh point 
spacing and the convergence criteria used for the mul
tiplication constant and the multigroup flux distribu
tion. The required com]mter time varies nearly line
arly with the total number of mesh points. A mesh 
point spacing (the distance between mesh points) of 3 
to 5 cm in the radial direction and 4 to 6 cm in the 
axial direction is adequate. Near the core centerline 
and the core midplane, the larger mesh spacings can be 
used because of the fairly flat flux and power distribu
tion. Near core-blanket interfaces, the small mesh 
spacings should be used because of the largo flux and 
power variations. In doing detailed design analysis, 
more closely spaced mesh points would be needed as 
the emphasis is on detailed power distributions. In 
fact, some calculations would be done in hexagonal 
geometry to obtain the fuel pin power and burnup. 
This is an area in which additional effort is needed 
because the above results are preliminary. 

The neutronics solution in the ARC System uses 
three convergence criteria to obtain the multiplication 
constant and the multigroup flux distribution. The first 
convergence criterion is concerned with the difference 
in k-effective: 

I k'-> - /,•<..-) \<e,, (1) 

where index n refers to the nth outer iteration. The 
convergence criteria for the flux are 

E '̂ '" 7 t'' ' < .« (2) 

and 

W'here 

|X<"' - X<"'| < e„ , (3) 

X'" = m a x ( ^ ) , 

^ („) . / <t>i'i, \ 
^ = ™"(7<i i^) -

I IB \ct>i7g I 

The indices i and j refer to the mesh point locations in 

the radial and axial direction. The index (j is the neu
tron energy group. All three criteria must be satisfied 
in a converged problem. The suggested value fsee Ref 
3) for the error limits is 1 X 10"'. 

In fuel cycle calculations, convergence of A'-effective 
is needed to accurately determine the feed enrichments 
and control requirements. Accurate burnuji and power 
distributions can be achieved only by convergence of 
the pointwlse flux distribution as specified by Eqs. (2) 
and (3). 

THE BUHNUP MODEL 

In using REBUS, the burn step time is divided into 
P subintervals; thus there arc P -I- 1 time nodes at 
which the neutronics solution is done. Studies with dif
ferent numbers of subintervals showed that for typical 
fast reactor designs with a six month or a year refuel
ing period, one interval is sufficient (see Ref. 4). 

The present model assumes that all materials which 
appear within each neutronics region are irradiated in 
the same flux. I t is straightforward in principle to 
apply material, group, and time-dependent flux advan
tage factors during the formation of the burn matrices. 
These values would be obtained from prior cell calcu
lations or from detailed plan-view fuel cycle calcula
tions. The purpose of a]3plying these factors would be 
to imjirove the calculational model in 2-dimensional 
{r-z) geometries. 

FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS 

1. Use of Synthesized Flux Solutions 

Direct finite-difference flux solutions are relatively 
expensive, even in two-dimensional geometry. Flux so
lutions occupy over 90% of the present REBUS run 
time. For survey calculations, it would be useful to 
have a cheaper flux solution, at some expense in accu
racy. I t has been shown from experience with the 
BISYN code= and with the SYNBURN code' that 
even such very crude synthesis models give reasonable 
results if care is exercised in setting up the trial func
tions. The present ARC System includes an advanced 
spatial synthesis algorithm. The linkage between 
REBUS and its associated flux solution algorithm is 
extremely simple, so that coupling to this synthesis 
algorithm will require a small amount of effort. 

A three-dimensional fuel cycle calculation capability 
will be very useful during final design of the LUFBR 
demonstration reactors in order to reduce uncertainties 
in fuel pin peaking factors, and also during operation, 
to provide meaningful comparison of computed fuel 
masses at discharge from the reactor with assays of 
selected fuel pins. This type of study is useful in re-
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ducing predictive uncertainties, and therefore economic 
penalties, during design of the full scale commercial 
LMFBRs. 

Within the next 10 or 15 years it is expected that the 
computation cost of direct 3-dimensional finite-differ
ence solutions will become low enough to permit rou
tine use of this technique in design calcidations. Until 
that time, however, it will be necessary to use the less 
precise, l>ut much more economical flux synthesis 
methods for 3-dimensional fuel cycle calculations. 
These methods are reasonably well-developed at the 
present time, and the main task which remains is the 
construction of the large computer codes to treat three 
dimensions. These methods always will have to be 
tested against more accurate methods by running a few 
reference problems for any given design. 

The present index structure of REBUS is adequate 
for use in connection with 3-dimensional flux algo
rithms. The problems will be primarily those of main
taining adeciuate input error checking and output dis
play methods so that the user does not get lost in the 
mass of information that makes up a realistic 3-di
mensional problem. 

2. Interactive Fuel Cycles in Tivo or More Reactors 

As LMFBRs are introduced into an established 
thermal reactor power system, studies of fuel utiliza
tion will be required for the whole system of reactors, 
to provide guidance toward the most economical 
method of handling the large and expensive fuel inven
tor)'. The REBUS System easily can be modifled to do 
simultaneous calculations of several reactors with in
teracting fuel cycles. The reason is that there are no 

geometric data in REBUS; when the flux solution is 
called, it can carry out sequential flux solutions in each 
of the reactors, given the atom densities in each region, 
then return region-averaged group fluxes in exactly 
the same manner as in the single-reactor computation. 

3. Miscellaneous 

There are several minor modifications of REBUS 
which will make it more useful for design. For exam
ple, the control density search routine must be modi-
fled to represent more accurately the movement of the 
control rod tip in the axial direction. Some improve
ment is required in the output displays, to make large 
problems easier to analyze. When fuel test reactors 
such as EBR-II and F F T F are reloaded, the initial 
criticality often is adjusted by relocation of driver 
fuel. This type of criticality search is satisfied on the 
first trial of this sequence which results in the initial 
criticality falling within the given satisfactory range. 
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11-36. Alternative Neutron Energy Group Collapsing Schemes Applied to 
Fue l Cycle Calculations 

J. HOOVER and D. A. ^IENLEY 

INTRODUCTION 

Fuel cycle calculations are required to analyze the 
neutronic, thermal hydrauUc, and economic perform
ance of fast breeder reactors. Minimizing tbe number 
of neutron energy groups used in fuel cycle calculations 
can be beneficial, through reduced computation time, if 
accuracy is not seriously compromised. In the fuel 
cycle analysis system REBUS, '" more than 90% of the 
computer time is required for the neutronics solution. 

Since the computer time retjuired for the neutronics 
solution varies nearly linearly with the number of 
neutron energy groups, significant economies can result 
by reducing the number of neutron energy groups. To 
illustrate the effects of various group structures and 
collapsing methods, five different collapsed group 
structures were studied. Both single flux spectrum and 
region dependent flux spectra were used for collapsing. 
The results presented in this paper for collapsing with a 
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single flux spectrum were previously reported by L. J. 
Hoover.^ 

Various fuel cycle parameters were examined to 
determine the accuracy of the results. These are the 
feed enrichment, the breeding ratio, the fissile mass 
discharge, and the two dimensional power distribution. 
These parameters were chosen because of their signifi
cance in evaluating the performance of the system. 

COLLAPSING TECHNIQUES 

Two collapsing schemes were used in this study. For 
the first collapsing scheme, linear flux weighting with a 
single spectrum, the equation set used is 

E 4 ( j > ( i ) / E •*•(/) (1) sl(J) 

a.{J ^ K) E X "-U ^ k)4.{})/j: •!>{]), (2) 

where 
j is the jth group 
J is the ./th collapsed group 

o'Kj) is the microscopic cross section for isotope 
i of type X in group j . The transport 
cross section is considered in this category' 

<f>{j) is the flux in group j 
a](j —> /.') is the microscopic scattering cross section 

from group j to group /: for isotope i 
k is the kth group 

K is the Kth collapsed group 
ffl(J) is the collap.sed microscopic cross section 

for isotope i of type x in group ./ 
a',{J—*K) is the collapsed microscopic scattering 

cross section from group ./ to group K for 
isotope i. 

The second collapsing scheme, linear flux weighting 
m t h a region-dependent flux spectrum, uses an equation 
set identical with the above except that region-de
pendent cross sections are now generated. Thus, 

ri(r, •/) = E <rUj)<t>{j, r ) / Z *(J. >•) (3) 
iinJ iiaJ 

d'.{r,J -^K) = Y. Z <rUj^k)<t>(j,r)/ 
k in K J i n / 

E •*o;'-), 
; i n / 

where 

(4) 

ai(r, / ) is the collapsed microscopic cross sec
tion for isotope i in region r 

aUr, .J —. K) IS the collapsed microscopic scattering 
cross section for i.sotope i in region r. 

The transport cro.ss section is collapsed vrsing Eq. (42) 
of Ref. 3. 

T H E F U E L CYCLE CALCUL-ITIONS 

The fuel cycle analysis system REBUS'" was used 
to do the fuel cycle calculations. REBUS, an acronjin 
for REactor BUmup System, computes equilibrium 
fuel cycle conditions. In these calculations, the bum 
time or cycle time was di'^dded into two subintervals; 
that is, the fluxes were computed at three time nodes: 
beginning of cycle, middle of cycle, and end of cycle. 
The bum time was adjasted to achieve 100,(X)0 .MWd/T 
core average discharge burnup. The feed enrichments 
were constrained to achieve criticality at the end of 
cycle. In addition, the control deiLsities were fixed at 
cycle average values. The neutronics solution was done 
with the two-dimensional diffusion theory module in 
the ARC System.* 

Two tv'pical 1000-MWe, oxide fueled reactors,' the 
GE Advanced and Conservative designs, were an
alyzed. The Consen'ative design has a higher core-to-
blanket leakage fraction than the Advanced design. 
Both cores have multiple enrichment zones for power 
flattening and fractional-batch scatter-reloading fuel 
management schemes. 

Using tbe xUtrafine group Pi option in the M C code,' 
the microscopic cross sections were obtained from the 

13 Groups. 
eV 

10.00 X 10' 
36.79 X 10' 
13.53 X 10= 
49.79 X 10" 
18.32 X 10* 
67.38 X 10' 
24.79 X 10' 
91.19 X 10' 
33.55 X 10' 
12.34 X 10' 
45.40 X W 
16.70 X 10' 

61.44 
22.60 

TABLE 1I-36-I 

8 Groups. 
eV 

10.00 X 10« 

22.31 X 10' 

49.79 X 10* 

11.11 X 10' 

24.79 X 10' 

55..31 X 10= 

12.34 X 10* 

27.54 X 10' 

22.60 

NEUTRON ENERGY GROVP .STRICTURES 

7 Groups, 
eV 

10.00 / 10' 

13.53 X 10' 

30.20 X 10* 

67..38 X 10' 

15.03 X 10' 

2«.35 X 10' 

27.54 X 10' 

22.60 

6 Groups, 
eV 

10.00 X 10< 

13..53 X 10' 

18.32 X 10* 

24.79 X W 

33.55 X 10* 

27.54 X 10' 

22.00 

4 GrouDS. 
e\' 

10.00 X 10' 

49.79 X IO" 

24.79 X 10= 

.33.55 X Vf 

22.60 
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ENDF/B file for estimated mid-cycle conditions. The 
energy range from 10 MeV to 22.6 eV was divided into 
26 groups, each having a 0.5 lethargy width. 

A two-dimensional diffusion theory calculation tor 
the estimated mid-cycle conditions gave the region-
dependent flux spectrum. The centerline flux was 
chosen as the single flux spectrum. Problems were run 
using the various group structures shown in Table 
II-36-I. 

RESULTS 

The results obtained are presented in Tables II-36-II 
and II-36-III. The errors obtained using the single 
spectrum collapse are shown in Table II-36-II. The 
comparisons are made relative to the 13 group results. 

With these energy group structures, the feed enrich-
: ment varies less than 1.2% and the breeding ratio 

varies less than 0.5 %. The fissile mass discharge from 
the reactor agrees well with the 13 group results. The 
core discharge fissile mass (not shown) agrees well with 
the 13 group results. However, the isotopes composing 
the fissile mass should be .studied. The blanket Pu-239 
discharge, the principle constituent of the blanket 
fissile mass, compares favorably with the 13 group 
results. Note the large errors in the Pu-241 blanket dis
charge. These errors are due to the hardness of the core 
spectrum used for collapsing relative to the blanket 
spectrum. This causes an underestimate of the Pu-239 
capture rate in the blankets, which is the source of the 
Pu-241. Using 8 neutron energy groups, the detailed 
two-dimensional power distribution can be calculated 
within 2%. 

Using the region-dependent collapse, these spectral 
effects can be accounted for, and the accuracy can be 
significantly increased. The errors for the 6 group struc
ture and the 4 group structure are shown in Table 
11-36-111. Note the significantly smaller errors. In addi
tion, with 4 neutron energy groups the two-dimensional 
power distribution can be obtained within 0.1 %. Thus, 

, with region dependent collapsing, fuel cycle parameters 
can be calculated accurately with 4 neutron energy 
groups. 

The conclusion from this study is that region-depend
ent collapsing can significantly decrease the errors in 
fuel cycle calculations. For designs typical of those 
studied, in which the spectrum does not change 
markedly between the core and blanket, fuel cycle 
calculations with eight neutron energy groups and a 
single collapse spectrum yield good accuracy for the 
feed enrichment, breeding ratio, the two-dimensional 
power distribution and the fissile mass discharge. With 
region-dependent collapse, four neutron energy groups 
yield good accuracy. In fact, the results obtained indi
cate that studies should be done with fewer than four 
neutron energy groups. 

TABLE II-36-II. ERRORS OBTAINED USING SINGLE 

CoLL.\psE SPECTRUM 

Prameler 

GE ADVANCED DESIGN 
Feed Enrichment 
Breeding Ratio 
Discharge 

fissile mass 
blanket Pu-239 
blanket Pu-241 

GE CONSERVATIVE DESIGN 
Feed Enrichment 
Breeding Ratio 
Discliarge 

fissile mass 
blanket Pu-239 
blanket Pu-241 

Errors, % 

6 
Groups 

- 0 . 3 
-fO.02 

-1-0.1 
-1-0.5 
- 0 . 8 

- 0 . 7 
-1-0.6 

- 0 . 1 
-f-0.9 
- 3 . 0 

7 
Groups 

- 0 . 4 
- 0 . 0 6 

- 0 . 4 
- 0 . 5 
- 6 . 0 

- 0 . 7 
+ 0 . 2 

- 0 . 4 
-1-0.1 
- 7 . 0 

8 
Groups 

- 0 . 7 
- 0 . 1 

- 0 . 7 
- 1 . 3 
- 9 . 0 

- 1 . 2 
-1-0.3 

- 0 . 9 
- 0 . 5 
- 8 . 0 

TABLE II-36-III. ERRORS OBTAINED USING REGION-
DEPENDENT COLLAPSE SPECTRA 

GE ADVANCED DESIGN 
Feed Enrichment 
Breeding Ratio 
Discharge 

fissile mass 
blanket Pu-239 
blanket Pu-241 

GE CONSERVATIVE DESIGN 
Feed Enrichment 
Breeding Ratio 
Discharge 

fissile mass 
blanket Pu-2.39 
blanket Pu-241 

Errors, % 

6 Groups 

- 0 . 0 1 
+0.01 

- 0 . 0 1 
- 0 . 0 1 
- 0 . 0 2 

- 0 . 0 2 
+0.03 

- 0 . 0 1 
- 0 . 0 1 
- 0 . 0 6 

4 Groups 

- 0 . 1 
+0.05 

- 0 . 1 
- 0 . 1 
- 0 . 2 

- 0 . 2 
+ 0 . 2 

- 0 . 1 
- 0 . 1 
- 0 . 8 
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11-37. Neutronics of Advanced Liquid Metal Fast Breeder Reactors w i t h 
Refractory-Clad Fuel 

D. A. MENELEY, E . L . FULLER and A. E. MCARTHY 

INTRODUCTION 

This work contains the results of a limited study to 
determine the neutronic effects of substituting certain 
refractory metals for stainless steel as cladding materi
als in advanced liquid metal fast breeder reactors 
(LMFBRs). Three cladding materials were consid
ered: molybdenum, vanadium, and niobium. The anal
ysis was carried out for rather thinly-clad oxide fuel 
with clad thicknesses of 5 and 10 mils. The calcula
tions are reported in two parts. The first of these com
pares a series of one-dimensional calculations of ideal
ized LMFBRs in which the various refractory metals 
are substituted for the stainless steel cladding of the 
idealized reference core. The second compares the re
sults of two-dimensional equilibrium fuel-cycle calcu
lations for stainless steel-clad and molybdenum-clad 
fuel in the core and axial blanket of the reference 
reactor from one of the LMFBR 1000 MWe Follow-on 
Studies. 

OxE-DlMENSIONAL ANALYSIS OF 

IDEALIZED L M F B E S 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

The dimensions ot the idealized reference LMFBR 
are given in Table II-37-I. The core was cylindrical, 
with two enrichment zones of equal volume. The en
richments were chosen so that the peak power in each 
zone was roughly the same. The average core power 
density was 500 kW/liter and the total core power 
2500 MWt, so that the core volume was 5000 liters. 

The volume fractions of the two idealized cores ap
pear in Table II-37-II. Note that the volume fractions 
for the axial blankets differ for each core, but those for 
the radial blankets and all reflectors remain the same. 
The actual core Pu /U enrichments are found from 
composition searches. The distribution of plutonium 
isotopes is 75% Pu-239 and 25% Pu-240. Fission prod
ucts are assumed to have replaced 5% of the original 

TABLE II-37-I. DIMENSIONS OF IDEALIZED RE.VCTOR, cm 

T.ABLE II-37-I1. VoUME FR-\CTIO.\-S OF 
IDE.VLIZED KE.\CTIM{.S 

Inoer core-zone radius 
Outer core-zone radius 
Core height 
Radial blanket thickness 
Axial blanket thickness 
Radial reflector thickness 
Axial reflector thirkne.'^s 

97 
137 
85 
25 
35 
50 
50 

uo,» 
Na 
SS 
Ta 
Mo 
V 
Nb 

UO," 
Na 
SS 
Ta 
Mo 

Core 1 

Refer-

0.467 
0.380 
0.149 
0.004 
0.000 
0.000 
0.000 

Mo 
Clad
ding 

0.467 
0,380 
0.062 
0.004 
0.087 

V 
Clad
ding 

0.467 
0.380 
0.062 
0,004 
0,000 

0,000 0,087 
0,000| 0,000 

Nb 
Clad
ding 

0.467 
0.380 
0.062 
0.004 
0.000 
0.000 
0.087 

Axial Blanket'' 

Core 1 

Refer
ence 

0.467 
0.380 
0,149 
0.004 
0.000 

Mo 
Clad
ding 

0.467 
0.380 
0,062 
0,004 

Core 2 

Refer
ence 

0.512 
0.380 
0.104 
0.004 

0,087 0,000 

Mo 
Clad
ding 

0.512 
0.380 
0.062 
0.004 
0.042 

Core 2 

Reler-

0.512 
0.380 
0.104 
0.004 
0,000 
0,000 
0,000 

Mo 
Clad
ding 

0.612 
0.380 
0,062 
0.004 
0.042 
O.OOU 
0 .000 

V 
Clad
ding 

0.612 
0.380 
0,002 
0,004 

Nb 
riaH-
ding 

0.512 
0.380 
0.062 
O.OM 

0,000 0.000 
0,042 0,000 
0,000 0,042 

p l r ' Radial 

tor'' 

0.000 
0.600 

0 .550 
0 ,250 

0.200 0.200 

Radial 
Reflector 

O.OOO 
0.200 
0.800 

0,000 0,000 0.000 
0,000 0,000 j 0.000 

"85 ' ( theoretical density. Plutonium distribution: 75% 
Pu-239, 25'7 Pii-240, 5% of heavy atoms replaced by fission 
product pairs. 

'' 10 cm nearest core: 4% of uranium atoms replaced by Pu-
239; 25 cm remainder: 2*^ of uranium atoms replaced by Pii-239. 

' 2 0 ' ( \oid. 
•• 2*̂7 of uranium atoms replaced by Pu-239. 
'' 90% theoretical density. 

TABLE II-37-III. DENSITIES OF RE.\CT<»R M.\TERI.\LS 

Material 

UO, 
Na 
SS" 
Ta 

Density, g/cc 

10.45 
0.827 
7.74 

16.77 

Material 

Mo 
V 
Nb 

Density, g.'cc 

10.2 
5.96 
8.4 

" 74'c iron, 18'"^ chromium, 8*,"̂  nickel, 

heavy atoms in order to approximate mid-fuel-cycle 
conditions. Table II-37-III contains the densities of 
the isotopes appearing in each reactor. When these are 
used with the data shown in Table II-37-II, the atom 
densities of each reactor region can be found. These 
are shown in Table II-37-IV. 
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U-238'' 
PM-239'' 

Pu-240' 
Fission products 

0 
Na 
SS 
Ta 
Mo 
V 
Nb 

Material 

U-238 
PU-239 

0 
Na 
SS 

Ta 
Mo 

TABLE II-37-IV. 

Reference 

0.00765 
0.00086 
0.00029 
0.00046 
0.01850 
0.00823 
0.01253 
0.00021 
0.00000 
0.00000 
0.00000 

Inner .\xia 

Core 1 

0.00980 
0.00038 
0.01960 
0.00823 
0.01263'' 
0.00521' 
0.00021 
0.00000 J 
0,00557' 

ATOM D E N S I T I E S IN IDEALIZED REACTORS, atoms/b-cni 

Core 1 (10-mil Cladding) 

Mo Cladding 

0.00765 
0.00086 
0.00029 
0.00046 
0.01860 
0.00823 
0,00521 
0.00021 
0.00667 
0.00000 
0.00000 

1 Blanket' 

Core 2 

0.01032 
0.00042 
0.02149 
0.00823 
0.00875" 
0.00522" 
0.00021 
0.00000" 
0.00269' 

V Cladding 

0.00765 
0.00080 
0.00029 

o.oorno 
0.01860 

0 .00823 

0 .00621 

0 .00021 

0 .00000 

0 .00613 

0 .00000 

N b Cladd ing 

0 .00765 

0 .00086 

0 .00029 

0 .00046 

0 .01850 

0 .00823 

0 .00521 

O.O0O21 

0 .00000 

0 ,00000 

0 .00474 

Oute r Axial B l a n k e t ' 

Core 1 

0 ,00960 

0 .00020 

0 .01900 

0 .00823 

0 .01253 •' 

0 . 0 0 5 2 1 ' 

0 .00021 

O.OOOOO'i 

0 . 0 0 5 5 7 ' 

Core 2 

0 .01053 

0 .00022 

0 .02149 

0 .00823 

0 .00875 ' ' 

0 . 0 0 6 2 2 ' 

0 ,00021 

0 ,00000" 

0 . 0 0 2 6 9 ' 

Core 2 (5-mil Cladding) 

Reference 

0 ,00839 

0 .00094 

0 .00032 

0 .00060 

0 .02028 

0 .00823 

0 ,00875 

0 ,00021 

0.00000 

0 .00000 

0 .00000 

M o Cladding 

0 .00839 

0 ,00094 

0 .00032 

0 ,00050 

0 ,02028 

0 .00823 

0 ,00522 

0 ,00021 

0 ,00269 

0 ,00000 

0 ,00000 

0 .00000 

0 .00000 

0 .00000 

0 .01299 

0 .01682 

0 .00000 

V Cladding 

0 .00839 

0 .00094 

0 .00032 

0 .00050 

0 .02028 

0 .00823 

0 .00622 

0.00021 

0 .00000 

0 .00296 

0 .00000 

0 .01876 

0 .00038 

0 ,03831 

0 ,00541 

0 ,01682 

0 .00000 

N b Cladding 

0 ,00839 

0 .00091 

0 .00032 

0 .00050 

0 .02028 

0 ,00823 

0 ,00522 

0 .00021 

0 .00000 

0 .00000 

0 .00228 

0 .00000 

0 ,00000 

0 ,00000 

0 ,00433 

0 ,06728 

0 .00000 

' Initial guesses for enrichment search in inner core zone. 
^ 10 cm nearest core. 
* 25 cm remainder of core. 
•• SS cladding in axial blanket (Reference Reactor). 
•̂  Mo cladding in axial blanket. 

Extrapolated height, cm 
Inner-zone enrichment 
Outer-zone enrichment 
Core-conversion ratio 
Reactor breeding ratio 
Critical ma.ss, kg 
Sodium-void extrapolated 

height, cm 
Sodium void, AA' 

Ikjpplercoellirient {T — J 

TABLE II-.37-V. NEVTRIINIC COMP VRISON (IF I » E . \ L I Z E U R E - V C T O R S 

Core 1 (10-mil Cladding) 

Reference 

124.753 
0.11705 
0.14509 
0.93468 
1.48150 

2297.06 
129.389 

0.01648 

-0.O060O 

Mo Cladding 

124.753 
0.13027 
0.16690 
0.84216 
1.35984 

2604.50 
129.389 

0.02650 

-0.00337 

V Cladding 

124.763 
0.11603 
0.14246 
0,94721 
1.47185 

2263.09 
129.389 

0.01226 

-0.00816 

Nb Cladding 

124.753 
0.13255 
0.16011 
0.80242 
1.34031 

2561.40 
129.389 

0.02(i29 

-0.0O306 

Core 2 (5-mil Cladding) 

Reference 

124.106 
0.10959 
0.14563 
0.97658 
1.54827 

2326.35 
129.458 

0.01680 

-0.00015 

Mo Cladding 

1'24.166 
0.11564 
0,16118 
0,92692 
1.47486 

2432.92 
129.458 

0,02287 

-0,00440 

V Cladding 

124.166 
0.10911 
0.14377 
0.98646 
1.53957 

2305.43 
129.458 

0.01540 

-0.00710 

Nb Cladding 

124.166 
0.11657 
0.15329 
0.90521 
1.46951 

2460.40 
129.468 

0,02261 

-0.00434 

CROSS SECTIONS AND METHODS 

A 26-group set of microscopic cross sections was 

generated by the MC= code from the E N D F Revised 

Category 1 file using '/a lethargy units and the Pi 

ultrafine option. It is recognized that the molybdenum 

capture for 1 to 10 keV was too high in this set. Hence, 

more correct values for molybdenum were also used;^ 

calculations were made using each set for purposes of 

comparison. The calculations were carried out using 

one-dimensional methods that have been checked 
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TABLE 11-37-

Extrapolated height, cm 
Inner-zone enrichment 
Outer-zone enrichment 
Core-conversion ratio 
Reactor breeding ratio 
Critical mass, kg 
Sodium-void extrapolated 

height, cm 
Sodium void, At 

Doppler coefficient 1 T — 

V I . CoMP-\RISON OF MOLTHDENUM-C 

Core 1 (10-mil Cladding) 

Reference 

124.753 
0.11705 
0.14509 
0.93468 
1.48160 

'2297.06 
129.389 

0.01548 

-0.0060 

Mo 
(ENDF/B) 

124.753 
0.13476 
0.16011 
0.80374 
1.32485 

2680.69 
129.389 

0.03004 

-0.00256 

Mo (Mod)' 

124.753 
0.13027 
0.15590 
0.84215 
1.34984 

2504.56 
129.389 

0.02660 

-0,00337 

Mo (Mod)" 

120.908 
0.13100 
0.15884 
0,82726 
1.31552 

2630.77 
125.384 

0.025.30 

-0.00330 

L.\D IDE.\LIZED RE-\CTORS 

Core 2 (5-mil Cladding) 

Reference 

124,166 
0,10959 
0,14663 
0,97658 
1.54827 

2326.35 
129.458 

0.01680 

-0.00615 

Mo 
(ENDF/B) 

124.166 
0.11793 
0.15366 
0.90300 
1.45870 

2476.68 
129.458 

0.02489 

-0.00389 

Mo (Mod)' 

124.166 
0.11564 
0.15118 
0.92692 
1.47486 

2432,92 
129.458 

0,02287 

-0.00440 

Mo (Mod)' 

122.781 
0.11604 
0.15018 
0.92175 
1.45069 

2443.02 
129.333 

0,02114 

-0,00443 

' Incorporates the data of Kallfelz and Poenitz^ to correct for capture which is too high in KNDF/B . 
^ Same as footnote a, but with molybdenum cladding in axial blanket as well. 

TABLE II-37-VII. DIMENSIONS FOR FUEL 

CYCLE COMPARISONS 

Core zone 1 

Core zone 2 

Core zone 3 

lladial blanket 

Reflector 

Core 

Axial blanket 

Reflector 

Radial Dimensions 

Ring 

( 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

f8 

10 

11 
12 

13 

Radius, 
cm 

7,60 
20.10 
33.11 
46.21 
59.33 
72.46 
87.38 

96.98 
107.07 

123.70 

130.94 
160.21 

163,40 

Axial Dimensions 
(Axial Symmetry Assumed)" 

Region 

5 

Height, 
cm 

38,10 

50,80 
63.50 
76.20 

129.54 

against two-dimensional methods in the past and 
found to be valid. The solution technique proceeds in 
the following manner. For each core, the first step is to 
find the enrichment of the inner core zone by running 
an axial enrichment search to criticality. Then, prelim
inary to the outer zone enrichment calculation, a bare 
core extrapolated height search to k = 1.0 is carried 
out using the enrichments just found. Then, the outer 
zone enrichment if found by running a radial enrich
ment search in that zone to fc = 1.0. For this, the 
enrichments found for the inner zone are used, and the 
extrapolated height is assumed uniform across the re
actor. No effort is made to obtain an outer zone ex
trapolated height. Furthermore, the inner zone extrap
olated height is calculated only for the reference cores 
and used for the refractory core outer zone searches. 
The Doppler coefficients are calculated with full so
dium, considering a change in U-238 temperature from 
1100 to 1500°K. The change in fc is assumed to be 
given by 

A/o 
/•Ts d/r 

T ' 

" Axial regions extend radially through all radial rings. 
Radial blanket and reflector replace "axial blanket" designa
tions outside outer core radius. 

where A is the Doppler coefficient. The sodium void ifc 
values are found by first carrying out a slab fc-calcula-
tion with the sodium removed from the core and axial 
blanket, and running a bare-core extrapolated height 
search to the appropriate fc-value. This extrapolated 
height (which is calculated only for the reference core 
and used for all of the cores) is then used in a radial 
calculation with the sodium removed from the core 
(but not from the radial blanket). The breeding ratios 
are calculated using an empirical method that has been 
found to agree quite well with two-dimensional fuel-
cycle calculations. 



37. Meneley, Fuller and Mc-irthy 241 

RESULTS 

Tables II-37-V and II-37-VI contain the results for 
both idealized cores. The results of Table II-37-V are 
for cases where there is no refractory material in the 
axial blanket. Since vanadium-clad cores have nearly 
the same breeding ratios, lower enrichments, and better 
safety characteristics than the reference cores, vana
dium looks promising from a neutronic point of view. 

Molybdenum and niobium cores have less desirable 
neutronic characteristics. (There is some evidence, 
however, that the E N D F / B file for niobium may re
quire revision.) Their sodium void coefficients are quite 
high, and their Doppler coefficients are less negative 
than those of the reference cores. Their enrichments 
are higher and their breeding ratios are lower than 
those of the reference cores and the vanadium cores. 
Their critical masses are also larger. Furthermore, 
their performance characteristics deteriorate more rap
idly with increasing cladding thickness than do those 
of stainless steel and vanadium; it should not be for
gotten that even a 10 mil thickness may be too low for 
a practical design. The same comments are true for 
molybdenum, even with the corrected capture cross 
sections (see Table II-37-VI). When molybdenum 
cladding is also placed in the axial blanket, the neu
tronic characteristics are slightly worse, because of the 
increased capture cross section. 

FUEL CYCLE COMPARISONS 

The reference reactor for the 1000 MWe Follow-on 
Study had the same volume fractions as those listed 
for Core 1 in Table II-37-II. The reactor dimensions 

T.iULE II-37-VIII. Mlu-EijiULiHKiUM CYCLE LOADINGS 

TABLE II-37-IX. CH.VRGE AND DISCHARGE MASSES 

Isotope, 
kg 

U-235 
U-238 
Pu-2.39 
ru-240 
l'u-241 
Pu-'242 

Core 

Zone 1 

0 
5290 

633 
277 

85 
37 

Zone 2 

0 
2500 
387 
182 
65 
25 

Zone 3 

0 
2500 
387 
184 
64 
26 

Axial 
Blanket 

37 
14660 

274 
9 

~ 0 
~ 0 

Radial 
Blanket 

Row 1 

18 
7660 

160 
5 

~ 0 
~ 0 

Row 2 

22 
8520 

126 
4 

~ 0 
~ 0 

Molybdenum Cladding 

U-236 
U-238 
Pu-239 
Pu-240 
Pu-241 
Pu-242 

0 
6113 

703 
319 
103 
43 

0 
2402 

463 
216 

82 
29 

0 
2411 

457 
218 

83 
29 

40 
14749 

201 
4 

~ 0 
~0 

20 
7715 

117 
3 

~ 0 
~ 0 

23 
8565 

90 
2 

~ 0 
~ 0 

Core 
Axial blanket 
Radial blanket 

Total 

Core 
Axial blanket 
Radial blanket 

Total 

Charge Masses 

U-235 

0 
20 
14 

34 

U-238 

5045 
0807 
4783 

16695 

Pu-239 

640 
0 
0 

640 

Pu-240 

280 
0 
0 

280 

Pu-241 

1.33 
0 
0 

133 

Pu-242 

35 
0 
0 

35 

Discharge Masses 

0 
14 
10 

24 

4437 
6671 
4684 

15592 

628 
234 
158 

1020 

299 
12 
8 

319 

72 
~ 0 
~ 0 

72 

41 
~ 0 
~ 0 

41 

Molybdenum Cladding 

Core 
Axial blanket 
Radial blanket 

Total 

Core 
Axial blanket 
Radial blanket 

Total 

U-235 

0 
20 
14 

34 

U-238 

4827 
6867 
4783 

16477 

Charge 

Pu-239 

767 
0 
0 

767 

Masses 

Pu-240 

336 
0 
0 

336 

Pu-241 

160 
0 
0 

160 

Pu-242 

42 
0 
0 

42 

Discharge Masses 

• 0 
16 
11 

27 

4310 
6650 
4639 

15599 

690 
177 
120 

987 

342 
6 
4 

352 

92 
~ 0 
~ 0 

92 

48 
~ 0 
~ 0 

48 

differed, however; these are given in Table II-37-Vn. 
Calculations were made for the "Reference" and "Mo 
Clad" cases only. Each core zone was divided into 
burnup regions, denoted as "Rings" in Table 11-37-
VII. 

The calculations were carried out with the two-di
mensional synthesis fuel cycle program SYNBURN 
which has been checked with favorable results against 
the direct two-dimensional fuel cycle code REBUS. 
The equilibrium calculation with fixed-feed isotopic 
distribution was performed; cycle time was adjusted to 
achieve a core average discharge burnup of 104,500 
M W D / T O N N E and charge enrichment was adjusted 
so that the unpoisoned fc,,,/ at the end of cycle was 1.0. 
Fluxes were recalculated at each of five time nodes 
during the converged cycle time of 309.5 full-power 
days. Tantalum shim control (in ring 9) was adjusted 
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at each of these nodes to maintain criticality. Scatter-
reload fuel management was used. In core zones 1 and 
2, half of the subassemblies were refueled at each 
cycle. In core zone 3, one third were refueled (zone 3 
differs from zone 2 only in the batch fraction). The 
inner radial blanket was refueled in thirds, and the 
outer in quarters. The time-integrated breeding ratio 
for the equilibrium system was 1.43 for the reference 
system with stainless steel clad. (The differences in 
geometry between this reactor and the core-1 idealized 
reactor account for the difference between 1.48 in that 
case and 1.43 in this case.) The breeding ratio for the 
reactor with Mo-clad fuel was 1.23. 

The mid-cycle masses of the reference and molybde
num-clad alternate are given in Table II-37-VHI and 
the charge and discharge masses appear in Table I I -
37-IX. Note that the core fissile inventory is higher for 
the molybdenum-clad case than for the stainless steel-
clad case. However, the poorer breeding characteristics 
of the molybdenum-clad alternate are reflected in the 
smaller net fissile mass gain per cycle than for the 
stainless steel cladding reference reactor. The breeding 
ratio penalty of 0.2 due to use of molybdenum is an 
indication of the economic effects to be expected. The 
main reservation to be placed on this conclusion is that 
the reference reactor is typical of a very advanced 

design using stainless steel for cladding and subassem
bly wrappers. The breeding ratio penalty for use ot 
molybdenum cladding would be less if the reference 
design were more typical of a first-generation commer
cial plant, and if account were taken of the better 
strength properties of molybdenum in the alternate de-

St'MMARY 

In summary, it may be stated that molybdenum and 
niobium cores have less desirable neutronic character
istics than do stainless steel cores. This is true not only 
in terms of economic performance but their reactivity 
coeflScients are such that they would be less safe than a 
stainless steel clad core. Vanadium, on the other hand, 
is nearly as good as stainless steel economically, and is 
even slightly better for safety. It also, like stainless 
steel, leads to performance characteristics that are less 
sensitive to volume fraction changes than those of mo
lybdenum and niobium. 
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11-38. Parametric Study of Neutronic Characteristics of LMFBR Types 

J. T. MADELL and R. ABINGTON 

INTRODUCTION 

A parametric study was performed to investigate the 
neutronic characteristics of LMFBR systems having 
various fuel materials, core compositions and core vol
umes. The investigation included oxide, carbide, ni
tride and metal alloy fueled systems of three fuel 
volume fractions and two core volumes. The range of 
the parameters was selected to include the values 
which would be of interest to the designers of 
LMFBR's. An attempt was also made to choose the 
parametric value so that comparisons of neutron char
acteristics could be made among systems having dif
ferent fuel types or core volumes or core compositions. 
The purpose of the parametric study was to assist the 
LMFBR designer in approximating the effects of mod
ifications to core design on the neutronic properties of 
the system. 

DEFINITION OF THE STUDY 

The four fuel types (oxide, carbide, nitride and 
metal alloy) represent a rather broad group of possible 
fuels for an LMFBR. Two core volumes of 3500 and 
5500 liters were chosen to bracket the values found in 
various 1000 MWe studies. The size and shape of an 
LMFBR is strongly influenced by the thermal hy
draulic properties and, in turn, has a significant effect 
on the neutronic quantities of the reactor. Since no 
thermal hydraulic calculations were included in the 
study, the optimized core size and shape for the var
ious fuel types and core compositions were not availa
ble. The parameter of reactor geometry was given a 
very limited range by considering only spherical reac
tors with 3500 and 5500 liter cores. The use of this 
simplified geometrical representation of the LMFBRs 
limits the study to estimating the relative effects of the 
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three parameters on the neutronic properties of the 
types of systems considered. 

SELECTION OF CORE COMPOSITION 

The volume fractions of the components (fuel, steel 
and sodium) were selected within the range of the 
volume fractions found in various 1000 MWe LMFBR 
studies. There was some bias, however, in favor of high 
performance (high fuel content, high breeding ratio) 
systems. For the ceramic fueled systems with 5500 liter 
cores, fuel volume fractions of 35, 40, and 45% were 
selected. The middle value of 40% yields an acceptable 
specific power rating of ~120 kW/kg of heavy atoms. 
Sodium and steel fractions of 40 and 20% for the case 
of a 5500 liter core with 40% ceramic fuel seemed 
reasonable in light of thermal hydraulic calculations 
for similar systems. Equal volume fractions of sodium 
and steel are exchanged for fuel in altering the case 
with 40% fuel to those having 35 and 45% fuel. There 
is some rationale for changing volume fractions by 
such a method. A decrease in the fuel fraction, for 
example, may result from a smaller pin size, which in 
turn necessitates a relatively larger fraction of steel 
cladding. To retain the attractiveness of a core with a 
smaller pin size, the linear heat rating may be in
creased and thereby a relatively higher sodium frac
tion is provided. Thus a decrease in the fuel fraction 
results in an increase of both the sodium and steel 
fractions. The above line of reasoning assumes that the 
fuel subassembly design was initially somewhere near 
an optimum. The fuel fractions for the 3500 liter core 
was 5% lower while the sodium was 5% higher than 
their counterparts for the 5500 liter core. The lower 
fuel (30, 35, and 40%) and corresponding higher so
dium volume fractions were specified to achieve the 
higher power density ratings of the smaller cores. 

The volume fraction of the metal alloy fuel was 5% 
lower than its ceramic counterparts for the 3500 and 
5500 liter cores. The lower temi)erature limitation of 
the metal fuel requires smaller pins and more sodium 
than the ceramic fuels. The core compositions for the 
four fuel types and two core volumes are given in 
Table II-38-I. In addition to these compositions, two 
variations of ± 5 v/o in the sodium and the steel con
tent (-F5 v/o sodium, —5 v/o steel and —5 v/o so
dium, -1-5 v/o steel) wore made for each fuel volume 
fraction. In total, nine calculations were performed for 
each of the four fuel types and two core volumes. 

DESCRIPTION OF CALCULATIONAL METHOD 

The calculations were performed with the one-di
mensional diffusion theory code MACH-1 , " ' and a 26 
group cross section set (see Paper 11-39). The reactor 

TABLE II-38-I. DE.SCRIPTION OF SY.STEMS FOR 
PAK.\METRIC STUDY 

Base 
Case 

Fuel Type (% TD) 

Oxide, Carbide, 
Nitride (85%) 

So
dium 

U, Pu-10 w/o Zr 
(70%) 

So
dium 

Core volume = 

Core Volume 
Fractions 

1 
2 
3 

Core volume = 

Core Volume 
Fractions 

4 
5 
6 

3500 liters with 20 cm thick blanket 

30 
35 
40 

47.6 
46 
42.6 

22.5 
20 
17.5 

25 
30 
35 

50 
47.5 
46 

26 
22.5 
20 

5500 liters with 25 cm thick blanket 

35 
40 
45 

42.5 
40 
37.5 

22.5 
20 
17.5 

30 
35 
40 

60 
47.6 
46 

20 
17.5 
15 

— y^ 

- / 

^ 1 

1 1 1 
5500 LITERS__„ 

3 5 0 0 ^ ^ . - - - ^ 

5 5 0 0 ^ - - -

^ ^ 3500 ^ ^ 

1 1 1 

1 

CARBIDE 
FUELLED 
REACTORS 

-

OXIDE 
FUELLED 
REACTORS 

1 

BLANKET THICKNESS, cm 

F I G . II-38-1. Breeditig liatio of Oxide and Carbide Reacfurs 
with 3500 and 5500 liter Cores as a Function of Blanket Thick
ness. ANL Neg. No. 116-484-
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was represented by a four region sphere corresponding 
to two equal-volume core segments, a depleted-ura
nium blanket ot the same fuel type as the core, and a 
steel reflector. The plutonium content in the outer core 
region was maintained at 50% higher level than in 
the inner core region. The fuel composition was ad
justed to simulate that obtained at mid-cycle of a 10 
a/o burnup SYNBURN'^' calculation, yielding an iso
topic distribution for plutonium of 66% Pu-239, 28% 
Pu-240, 4% Pu-241, 2% Pu-242, and for uranium of 
0.1% U-235 and 99.9% U-238. To represent mid-cycle 
conditions, 5% of the initial heavy atom density was 
replaced with fission product pairs and 0.5 v/o of tan
talum in the outer core region represented the control 
requirements. 

The blanket, whose composition was chosen to be 
representative of the radial blanket composition of an 
LMFBR, comprised 55 v/o depleted uranium fuel, 30 
v/o sodium and 15 v/o steel, and the steel reflector 
consisted of 80 v/o steel and 20 v/o sodium. 

The blanket regions of an LMFBR is very difficult 
to represent by a spherical model. The axial and radial 
blankets usually contain appreciably different amounts 
of fuel and coolant but only one blanket region can be 
adjacent to the core in a spherical representation. Also, 
the blanket volume in cylindrical geometry is difficult 
to relate to that in spherical geometry. 

In the parametric study the breeding ratio was des
ignated as one of the major figures of merit. Accord
ingly, the blanket volume was selected by varying the 
blanket thickness for both the 3500 and 5500 liter ox
ide-fueled cores to approximate the breeding ratio cal
culated by the SYNBURN code for cores of similar 
composition and size. The breeding ratio is plotted for 
various blanket thicknesses in Fig. II-38-1 for oxide 
and carbide-fueled reactors of 3500 and 5500 liter 
cores. Cases 2 and 5, respectively. Blanket thicknesses 
of 20 and 25 cm were selected for the 3500 and 5500 
liter cores, respectively. Altering the blanket thickness 
between 20 and 50 cm had a small effect on such char
acteristics as the enrichment and the core conversion 
ratio. The values of Cp and p also changed little with 
the blanket thickness. 

A plutonium enrichment search to a keff of unity was 
performed for each reactor system described in Table 
II-38-I, and perturbation, /?, lifetime and reaction 
summary calculations were carried out for the critical 
system. The results of the MACH-1 calculations of the 
four fuel types and two core volumes are presented in 
Tables II-38-II through II-38-IX. In the following 
paragraphs the trends in the breeding ratio, the Dopp
ler effect, sodium void coefficient, and the reactivity 
'n'orth of the core materials are discussed. 

BREEDING RATIO 

The breeding ratio supplies useful information for 
evaluating the attractiveness of an LMFBR design, 
and may be estimated without a detailed fuel cycle 
calculation. The breeding ratios of the reactors with 
the four fuel types are plotted as a function of the 
heavy atom density for the two core volumes in Figs. 
II-38-2 and II-38-3, and as a function of fuel volume 
fraction for the two core volumes in Figs. II-38-4 and 
II-38-5. For all types of fuels the breeding ratio in
creases appreciably with increasing fuel concentration, 
either in terms of fuel volume fraction or hea-vy atom 
density. Upon comparing the breeding ratio of reactors 
with different fuels in Figs. II-38-4 and II-38-5 the 
influence on the light elements in the fuel is seen. For a 
given fuel fraction, the metal alloy fuel with no light 
elements has the highest breeding ratio and the oxide 
fuel with two atoms of oxygen for each heavy atom 
produces the lowest breeding ratio. Intermediate 
breeding ratios result from the nitride and carbide 
fuels with intermediate light element concentrations. 
The substantially different breeding ratios for the ni
tride and carbide-fueled systems which have identical 
light and heavy atom densities is due to parasitic cap
ture in nitrogen. This subject is covered in more detail 
in the section "Comments on Nitride Fuels." 

The breeding ratio of the oxide-fueled reactors with 
5500 liter cores is plotted in Fig. II-38-6 for the three 
sets of sodium and steel concentrations associated with 
each of the three fuel fractions. Replacing 5 a/o of 
steel with sodium for a given colume fraction of fuel 
increases the value of the breeding ratio by 0.03-0.04. 
The effect of exchanging steel and sodium on the 
breeding ratio is the same for the other fuel types and 
the other core volume. 

A larger core volume produces a larger breeding 
ratio, as is seen by comparing Figs. II-38-4 and 11-38-
5. Both the thicker blanket and the higher fertile ma
terial concentration found in the larger core contribute 
to the larger breeding ratio. 

DOPPLER EFFECT 

The Doppler effect for each core composition was 
obtained from the perturbation calculations in which 
the reactivity worth of U-238 at 1300°K was compared 
with that of U-238 at 2500°K. The magnitude of Dop
pler effect is very sensitive to the neutron spectrum. A 
factor which reduces the flux spectrum in the U-238 
resonance region (usually by hardening the spectrum) 
will decrease the magnitude of the U-238 Doppler ef
fect. 

Three factors which have a significant influence on 
the neutron spectrum and thus on the Doppler effect. 
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TABLK II-38-1I. RESULTS FIUJM A PAR.\METBIC STUDY IN SPHERICAL GEOMETRY FOR OXIDE-FUELED FAST KE.VCTOKS WITH A 3500 

LITER CORE AND 20 CM THICK BLANKET 

Volume fractions, % 
Fuel 
Na/SS 

Inner core 
%Pn 
% Enrichment 

Median energy flux 
Source. keA' 
Absorption, keV 

Core conv. ratio 
Breeding ratio 
Core loading, kg 

Pu-2.39 -1- Pu-241 
U-23S 

Reactivity worths. 
Ak/k 

Doppler X 10' 
Na void X 10' 
1 v/o Pu fuel X 10 
1 v/o U fuel X 10' 
1 v/o SS X 10'' 
1 v/o Xa X 10' 

Kinetic parameters 
f X 10» 
IX 10', sec 

45/20 

17.9 
12.0 

291 
60 

0.756 
1.157 

1396 
6820 

-4 .433 
2.204 
1.001 

-7 .665 
-2 .969 
-4 .900 

2.966 
4.192 

35 
40/25 

18.4 
13.1 

280 
49 

0.741 
1.124 

1424 
6779 

-4 .440 
1.990 
0.998 

-7 .800 
-2 .897 
-4 .080 

2.905 
4.174 

60/16 

17.6 
12.5 

304 
51 

0.771 
1.194 

1367 
6861 

-4 .274 
2.413 
1.024 

-7 .505 
-3 .061 
-4 .827 

3.034 
4.200 

421^/171^ 

16.4 
11.6 

318 
53 

0.838 
1.229 

1463 
7995 

-4 .286 
2.333 
0.965 

-7 .283 
-3 .135 
-5 .490 

3.073 
3.761 

40 
37,1^/22 J-2 

16.8 
11.9 

306 
52 

0.821 
1.194 

1484 
7961 

-4 .357 
2.063 
0.954 

-7 .393 
-3 .033 
-5 .501 

3.009 
3.749 

47lJ/12>^ 

16.1 
11.4 

334 
54 

0.866 
1.268 

1422 
8040 

-4 .156 
2.610 
0.978 

-7 .154 
-3 .263 
-5 .494 

3.144 
3.763 

47(^/221^ 

20.1 
14.2 

264 
46 

0.667 
1.081 

1335 
6649 

-4 .423 
1.969 
1.061 

-8 ,113 
-2 ,779 
-4 ,145 

2,845 
4,718 

30 
42^/27.1^ 

20,5 
14,6 

255 
45 

0,655 
1,049 

1360 
5612 

-4 .463 
1,829 
1,048 

-8 ,276 
-2 ,743 
-4 ,304 

2,793 
4,691 

521^/17,1^ 

19,8 
14,0 

275 
47 

0,680 
1,115 

1308 
6680 

-4 ,334 
2,093 
1,074 

-7 ,918 
-2 ,830 
-3 ,987 

2,914 
4,733 

TABLE II-38-III. RESULTS FROM A PARAMETRIC STUDY IN SPHERICAL GEOMETRY FOR CARBIDE-FUELED FAST RE.\CTORS WITH A 

3500 LITER CORE AND 20 CM THICK BLANKET 

Volume fractions, % 
Fuel 
Na/SS 

Inner core 
%Pu 
% Enrichment 

Median energy flux 
Source, keV 
Absorption, keV 

Core conv, ratio 
Breeding ratio 
Core loading, kg 

Pu-239 -1- Pu-241 
U-238 

Reactivity worths, 
Ak/k ' 

Doppler X 10' 
Na void X 10' 
1 v/o Pu fuel X 10 
1 v/o U fuel X 10' 
1 v/o SS X 10' 
1 v/o Na X 10' 

Kinetic parameters 
H X 10' 
t X 10', sec 

46/20 

15,8 
11,2 

256 
61 

0,903 
1,343 

1643 
9693 

-4 .160 
2.622 
1.307 

-7 .471 
-3 .500 
-6 .820 

3.124 
3.2.33 

35 

40/26 

16.1 
11.4 

247 
00 

0.886 
1.306 

1673 
9549 

-4 .212 
2.341 
1.292 

-7 .610 
-2 .919 
-5 .852 

3.064 
3.231 

60/15 

16.5 
16.0 

268 
62 

0.920 
1.384 

1511 
9638 

-4 .049 
2.906 
1.322 

-7 .313 
-3 .118 
-5 ,812 

3,189 
3,227 

42)i/17}i 

14,5 
10,2 

279 
64 

0,993 
1,418 

1557 
11175 

- 4 , 0 0 8 
2,680 
1,240 

-7 ,042 
-3 ,141 
-6 ,305 

3,227 
2,874 

40 

37« /22H 

14,8 
10,5 

268 
63 

0,973 
1,379 

1647 
11128 

-4 ,077 
2,354 
1,225 

-7 ,150 
-3 ,029 
-6 .276 

3.166 
2.875 

% 
47.1^/121^ 

14.2 
10.0 

292 
65 

1.013 
1.460 

1679 
11224 

-3 .901 
3.016 
1.254 

-6 .922 
-3 .277 
-6 .350 

3.293 
2.866 

47M/221I 

17.6 
12.4 

234 
57 

0.805 
1.263 

1468 
8015 

-4 .261 
2.462 
1.382 

-7 .990 
-2 .844 
-5 .182 

3.008 
3,680 

30 
42)i/27M 

18,0 
12.7 

226 
56 

0.791 
1.227 

1496 
7976 

-4 .316 
2.242 
1.367 

-8 ,186 
-2 ,784 
-6 ,276 

2,951 
3.674 

52J^/17ii 

17.3 
12.2 

244 
58 

0.820 
1.302 

1440 
8056 

-4 .174 
2.674 
1.397 

-7 .788 
-2 ,921 
-6 ,094 

3,072 
3,677 
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TABLE II-38-IV. RESULTS FROM , P.\R.\METRic STUDY I.\ SPHERICAL GEOMETRY FOR NITRIDE-FUELED F . \ S T REACTORS WITH .\ 

35(X) LITER CORE .VNO 20 CM THICK BLANKET 

Viiliinie fractions, % 
Fuel 
Xa/SS 

Inner core 
% P u 
% Enrichment 

Median energy flux 
Source, keV 
Absorption, keV 

Core conv, ratio 
Breeding ratio 
Core loading, kg 

Pu-239 -1- Pu-241 
U-238 

Reactivity worths, 
Ak/k 

Doppler X 10' 
Na void X 10' 
1 v/o Pu fuel X 10 
1 v/o U fuel X 10' 
1 v/o SS X 10' 
1 v/n Na X 10' 

Kinetic parameters 
/3 X 10' 
t X 10', sec 

45/20 

16,4 
11,6 

291 
87 

0,834 
1,262 

1598 
9514 

-4 .167 
2.274 
1.242 

-7 .479 
-2 .537 
-5 .053 

3,183 
3.151 

35 
40/25 

16.7 
11.8 

280 
85 

0.822 
1.221 

1624 
9476 

-4 .221 
2.069 
1.231 

-7 .624 
2.497 

-5 ,173 

3,120 
3,162 

50/15 

16,1 
11,4 

304 
91 

0,847 
1,284 

1670 
9653 

-4 ,079 
2,466 
1,251 

-7 ,313 
-2 ,590 
-4 ,932 

3,252 
3,143 

42i^/17H 

15.0 
10.6 

318 
95 

0.913 
1.314 

1676 
11087 

-4 .041 
2.350 
1.174 

-7 .023 
-2 .644 
-5 .528 

3.293 
2.800 

40 
371^/22;^ 

16,3 
10,8 

306 
92 

0,899 
1,283 

1706 
11045 

-4 ,103 
2,099 
1,164 

-7 ,140 
-2 ,684 
-5 ,597 

3,229 
2,803 

i7H/l2H 

14,8 
10,5 

334 
98 

0,928 
1,348 

1646 
11130 

-3 ,947 
2,595 
1,184 

-6 ,890 
-2 ,720 
-6 ,462 

3,.364 
2,791 

47127221^ 

18,2 
12.8 

264 
79 

0.749 
1.183 

1517 
7947 

-4 .260 
2.098 
1.317 

-8 .036 
-2 .402 
-4 .417 

3.060 
3,589 

30 

42,'J/27M 

18,4 
13,0 

256 
77 

0,739 
1,154 

1641 
7911 

-4 ,305 
1,960 
1.307 

-8 .212 
-2 .396 
-4 .601 

3.000 
3.687 

52'i/17H 

17.8 
12.0 

275 
82 

0.760 
1.215 

1492 
7982 

-4.181 
2.219 
1.327 

-7.830 
-2,426 
-4,227 

3,127 
3,583 

TABLE n-38-V. RESULTS FROM L P.\RAMETRIC STUDY IN SPHERICAL (GEOMETRY FOR METAL-FUELED FAST RE.\CTORS WITH A 3500 

I>ITBR CORE AND 20 CM THICK BLANKET 

Volume fractions, ^l 
Fuel 
Na/SS 

Inner core 
% Pu 
% Enrichment 

Median energy flux 
Source, keV 
Absorption, keV 

Core conv. ratio 
Breeding ratio 
Core loading, kg 

Pu-239 + Pu-241 
U-238 

Reactivity worths. 
Ak/k 

Doppler X 10> 
Na void X 10' 
1 v/o Pu fuel X 10 
1 v/o U fuel X 10' 
1 v/o SS X 10' 
1 v/o Na X 10' 

Kinetic parameters 
(i X 10' 
( X 10', sec 

47M/22,'i 

16.0 
11.3 

310 
124 

0.779 
1.295 

1354 
7(i89 

-1 .990 
3.622 
1.613 

-7 .922 
-2 .852 
-7 .903 

3.133 
3.122 

30 
i2H/27H 

16.3 
11,5 

299 
121 

0,770 
1,261 

1376 
7657 

-2 ,101 
3,343 
1,601 

-8 ,169 
-2 ,823 
-7 ,866 

3,067 
3,142 

52M/17M 

15,7 
11,1 

323 
128 

0,789 
1.333 

1331 
7722 

-1 .845 
3.878 
1.624 

-7 .641 
-2 .901 
-7 .387 

3.205 
3.093 

45/20 

14.1 
10.0 

343 
137 

0.878 
1.389 

1396 
0233 

-1 .704 
3.870 
1.549 

-7 .268 
-3 .078 

. - 8 . 6 9 9 

3.276 
2.738 

35 
40/25 

14.4 
10.2 

330 
134 

0.867 
1.353 

1420 
9197 

-1 .814 
3.514 
1.538 

-7 .480 
-3 .018 
-8 .784 

3.206 
2.758 

50/16 

13.9 
9.8 

368 
142 

0.889 
1.428 

1369 
9270 

-1 .660 
4.211 
1.660 

-7 .031 
-3 .162 
-8 ,421 

3,360 
2,710 

50/25 

17,3 
12.2 

267 
106 

0.690 
1.203 

1260 
6273 

-2 .366 
2.463 
1.682 

-8 .780 
-2 .265 
-4 .926 

3.004 
3.731 

25 
46/30 

17.6 
12.4 

268 
102 

0.683 
1.169 

1277 
6247 

-2 .491 
2.372 
1.671 

-9 .097 
-2 .291 
-5 .271 

2.942 
3.754 

55/20 

17.0 
12.0 

277 
111 

0.697 
1.239 

1241 

6298 

- 2 . 2 0 2 

2.520 

1.693 

-8 .414 

- 2 , 2 5 1 

- 4 , 5 8 1 

3,073 

3.695 
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TABLE II-3S-VI. RESULTS FROM A PARAMETRIC STUDY IN SPHERICAL GEOMETRY FOK OXIDE-FUELED FAST RE.\CTORS WITH 5500 

LITER CORE AND 25 CM THICK BLANKET 

Voliune fractions, 
Fuel 
Na/SS 

Inner core 
C; Pu 

f̂  Enrichment 
Median energy flux 

Source, keV 
Absorption, keV 

Core conv. ratio 
Breeding ratio 
Core loading, kg 

Pu-239 -I Pu-241 
U-238 

Reactivity worths, 
Ak/k 

Doppler X 10' 
Na void X 10' 
1 v/o Pu fuel X 10 
1 v/o U fuel X 10' 
1 v/o SS X 10' 
1 v/o Na X 10' 

Kinetic parameters 
fl X 10' 
I X 10'. sec 

40/20 

15.0 
11.1 

206 
48 

0.894 
1.274 

2170 
12680 

-4 .870 
2.680 
1.017 

-8 .204 
-3 .551 
-0 .700 

3.045 
3.945 

35/25 

16.0 
11.3 

200 
49 

0.873 
1.238 

2221 
12609 

-4.877 
2.326 
1.000 

-8.242 
-3.420 
-6.644 

2.985 
3,915 

45/15 

16,3 
10,8 

215 
48 

0,917 
1.318 

2118 
12756 

-4.807 
3.041 
1.034 

-8.128 
-3.709 
-6.768 

3.116 
3.961 

45 
371^/17^ 32^/22 

14.6 
10,3 

223 
51 

0,972 
1,346 

2260 
14623 

-4,685 
2,642 
0,969 

-7,747 
-3,649 
-7,045 

3,145 
3,647 

14.9 
; 10,5 

215 
60 

0,949 
1,305 

2314 
14446 

-4,712 
2,266 
0,963 

-7,779 
-3.494 
-6.939 

3,080 
3.527 

42M/12K 

14.2 
10.1 

233 
52 

0.997 
1.389 

2204 
14603 

-4.583 
3.048 
0.985 

-7.704 
-3.839 
-7.172 

3.216 
3.558 

30 
42H/22H 37^/271^ 47>^/17l^ 

17.1 
12.1 

190 
46 

0.811 
1.202 

2074 
10846 

-5,020 
2,650 
1,071 

-8,714 
-3,440 
-6,236 

2,942 
4,423 

17,6 
12,4 

185 
44 

0,792 
1.166 

2122 
10778 

-5.012 
2.344 
1.053 

-8.780 
-3,338 
-6,251 

16,7 
11,8 

197 
46 

0,831 
1,242 

2026 
10914 

-4,983 
2,957 
1,088 

-8,625 
-3,664 
-6,225 

3.007 
4,451 

TABLE-38-VII, RESULTS FROM ; P.\RAMETRIC STUDY IN SPHERICAL GEOMETRY FOR CARBIDE-FUELED FAST REACTORS WITH A 6500 

LITER CORE AND 25 CM THICK BLANKET 

Volume fractions, % 
Fuel 
Na/SS 

Inner core 
%Pu 
% Enrichment 

Median energy flux 
Source, keV 
Absorption, keV 

Core conv. ratio 
Breeding ratio 
Core loading, kg 

Pu-239 -1- Pu-241 
U-238 

Reactivity worths, 
Ak/k 

Doppler X 10' 
Na void X 10' 
1 v/o Pu fuel X 10 
1 v/o U fuel X 10' 
1 v/o SS X 10' 
1 v/o Na X 10' 

Kinetic parameters 
fl X 10' 
t X 10', sec 

40/20 

12.8 
9.1 

278 
63 

1.085 
1.491 

2521 
18825 

-4 .230 
3.046 
1.2.39 

-7 .487 
-3 .454 
- 7 . ( i l l 

3.245 
2.743 

40 

35/25 

13.1 
9.3 

268 
62 

1.061 
1.453 

2575 
18748 

-4 .245 
2.262 
1.220 

-7 .608 
-3 .315 
-7 .496 

3.190 
2.732 

46/15 

12.6 
8.9 

289 
64 

1.111 
1.537 

2462 
18908 

-4 .161 
3.483 
1.267 

-7 .437 
-3 .618 
-7 .741 

3.309 
2.746 

37H/17H 

11.9 
8.4 

300 
66 

1.167 
1.664 

2639 
21457 

-4 .003 
2.909 
1.168 

- 7 . 0 0 8 
- 3 . 4 8 8 
-7 .767 

3.336 
2.446 

45 

32H/22M 

12,1 
8.6 

289 
66 

1.141 
1.523 

2698 
21374 

-4 .035 
2.472 
1.161 

-7 ,020 
-3 ,336 
-7 ,607 

3,278 
2,439 

* 

42t^/12H 

11,6 
8,3 

315 
67 

1,609 
1,695 

2578 
21644 

-3 ,942 
3,368 
1,186 

-6 ,992 
-3 .668 
-7 .926 

3.398 
2.446 

421^/221^ 

13,9 
9.7 

255 
59 

0.997 
1.417 

2395 
16203 

-4 ,445 
3,127 
1,318 

-8 ,033 
-3 ,401 
-7 ,358 

3.147 
3.109 

35 
37M/27M 

14.2 
10.0 

247 
58 

0.975 
1.379 

2446 
16130 

-4 .405 
2.734 
1.298 

-8 .088 
-3 .280 
-7 .290 

3.090 
3.096 

47^/17)^ 

13.6 
9.6 

265 
60 

1.020 
1.460 

2341 
16279 

-4 .396 
3.532 
1.338 

-7 .966 
-3 .544 
-7 ,435 

3,209 
3,116 
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TABLE n-38-VIII . RESULTS FROM 1 PARAMETRIC STUDY IN SPHERICAL GEOMETRY FOR NITRIDE-FUELED FAST RE.VCTORS WITH A 

5500 LITER CORE AND 25 CM THICK BLANKET 

Volume fractious, '~o 
Fuel 
Na/SS 

Inner core 
% P u 
% Enrichment 

Median energy flux 
Source, keV 
Absorption, keV 

Core conv. ratio 
Breeding ratio 
Core loading, kg 

Pu-239 -1- Pu-241 
U-238 

Reactivity worths. 
Ak/k 

Doppler X 10' 
Na void X 10' 
1 v/o Pu fuel X 10 
1 v/o U fuel X 10" 
1 v/o SS X 10' 
1 v/o Na X 10' 

Kinetic parameters 
13 X 10' 
e X 10', sec 

40/20 

13,2 
9,4 

315 
90 

1,008 
1,392 

2602 
18709 

-4 ,283 
2,830 
1,184 

-7 .526 
-3,0.37 
-7 ,075 

3,309 
2,690 

4(1 
35/25 

13,5 
9,6 

304 
88 

0,989 
1,359 

2663 
18637 

-4 ,309 
2,467 
1,170 

-7 ,569 
-2 ,945 
-7 ,049 

3,248 
2,683 

45/16 

12,9 
9,2 

329 
92 

1,027 
1,428 

2550 
18782 

-4 ,228 
3,197 
1,198 

-7 ,473 
-3 ,146 
-7 .104 

3.376 
2.692 

37M/17H 

12.3 
8.7 

343 
97 

1.078 
1.461 

2732 
21325 

-4 .070 
2.712 
1.115 

-7 .042 
-3 ,057 
-7 .232 

3.405 
2..399 

45 

32)^ /22^ 

12.6 
8.9 

330 
96 

1.058 
1.418 

2786 
21250 

-4 .104 
2.330 
1.102 

-7 .068 
-2 .952 
-7 .169 

3,343 
2,395 

i2H/12}i 

12,1 
8,0 

359 
99 

1,100 
1,488 

2677 
21404 

-4 ,009 
3,102 
1,128 

-7 ,010 
-3 ,179 
-7,.300 

3.472 
2.398 

42li/22M 

14.3 
10.1 

287 
82 

0.930 
1.327 

2468 
KilOO 

-4 .501 
2.897 
1.262 

-8 .104 
-3 .002 
-6 .817 

3.202 
3.063 

3,1 

37h727M 

14,6 
10,3 

278 
80 

0,913 
1,294 

2515 
16033 

-4 ,618 
2,563 
1,247 

-8 ,167 
-2 ,926 
-0 ,836 

3,142 
3,042 

iT/i/mi 

14,0 
9,9 

298 
81 

0,947 
1,363 

2419 
16169 

-4,455 
3,228 
1,277 

-8,026 
-3,092 
-6,800 

3,268 
3,058 

TABLE II-3S-IX. RESULTS FROM A PAR.AMETRIC STUDY IN SPHERICAL GEOMETRY FOR METAL-FUELED FAST REACTORS WITH A 5500 

LITER CORE AND 25 CM THICK BLANKET 

Volume fr.actions, % 
Fuel 
Na/SS 

Inner core 
% Enrichment 

Median energy flux 
Source, keV 
Absorption, keV 

Core conv, ratio 
Breeding ratio 
Core loading, kg 

Pu-239 -1- Pu-241 
U-238 

Reactivity worths. 
Ak/k 

Doppler X 10' 
Na void X 10' 
1 v/o Pu fuel X 10 
1 v/o U fuel X 10' 
1 v/o SS X 10' 
1 v/o Na X 10' 

Kinetic parameters 
(3 X 10' 
( X 10', sec 

mi/mi 
12,9 
9,2 

337 
127 

0,981 
1.511 

2008 
14771 

-1 .967 
6.144 
1,686 

-8 ,346 
-3 ,802 
-1 ,083 

3,319 
2,902 

35 

42i^/22M 

13,2 
9,4 

324 
124 

0,963 
1,466 

2052 
14708 

-2 ,079 
4,047 
1,668 

-8 ,618 
-3 ,690 
-1 ,094 

3,245 
2,920 

52.'^/124 

12,6 
9,0 

.354 
130 

0,999 
1,561 

1961 
14837 

-1 ,821 
5,638 
1,703 

-8 ,149 
-3 ,947 
-1 ,074 

3,401 
2,875 

46/16 

11,6 
8,3 

371 
139 

1,079 
1,606 

2063 
17209 

-1 ,672 
6,197 
1.617 

-7 .742 
-3 .981 
-1 .156 

3.451 
2.568 

40 
40/20 

11,9 
8,5 

366 
136 

1,069 
1,667 

2111 
17141 

-1 .775 
4.641 
1.596 

-7 .884 
-3 .842 
-1 ,160 

3,375 
2,586 

50/10 

11,4 
8,1 

391 
143 

1.101 
1.(559 

2013 
17281 

-1 .540 
6.755 
1.634 

-7 .585 
-4 .159 
-1 .151 

3.634 
2.542 

50/20 

14.6 
10.3 

302 
113 

0.876 
1.409 

1943 
12345 

-2 .325 
4.941 
1.763 

-9 .139 
-3 .590 
-0 .988 

3.175 
3.338 

30 
45/25 

14.9 
10,6 

292 
110 

0,860 
1,365 

1984 
12287 

-2 ,043 
4,622 
1,744 

-9 .344 
-3 .512 
-1 .005 

3.104 
3.364 

55/15 

14.3 
10.1 

316 
117 

0.891 
1.457 

1901 
12405 

-2.174 
6.346 
1.781 

-8.898 
-3.696 
-0.972 

3.253 
3.311 

are the U-238 concentration, the fuel type, and the 

core size. Since the presence of U-238 depresses the fiux 

in the resonance region, the U-238 Doppler effect is 

smaller for cores containing greater amounts of U-238, 

either on a per atom basis or on a total U-238 atom 

basis. Cores containing a fuel type with lower heavy 

atom density and higher light element density exliibit 

a softer spectrum and thus a larger (more negative) 
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Doppler effect. The fuel types in order of decreasing 
Doppler effect are oxide, nitride, carbide and metal. 
The neutronic characteristics of a large core, such as 
low fuel concentration, result in a soft spectrum and 
thus an enhanced Doppler effect. 

WORTH OF SODIUM VOIDING OF THE CORE 

The reactivity worth of total sodium voiding of the 
core was obtained from first order perturbation calcu
lations in which all of the sodium was removed from 
the core and none was removed from either the blanket 

5,0 6.0 7,0 8,0 9,0 
HEAVY ATOM (U AND Pu) DENSITV X 10', otoms/cc of cor< 

FIG. II-38-2. Breeding Ratio versus Heavy Atom Density 
of the Four Fuel Types in a 3500 liter Core. ANL Neg. No. 116-

70 8.0 90 10,0 (1,0 12,0 
HEAVY ATOM (U AND Pu) DENS(TY X 10*. oloms/cc of core 

FIG, II-38-3, Breeding Ratio versus Heavy Atom Density 
of the Four Fuel Types in a 5500 liter Core, ANL Neg. No. 
'le-irs. 

30 35 
FUEL VOLUME FRACTION, % 

F I G , II-38-4, Breeding Ratio versus Fuel Volume Fraction 
for Four Fuel Types in a 3600 liter Core, ANL Neg. No. 116-

FUEL VOLUME FRACTION, % 

F I G , II-38-5, Breeding Ratio versus Fuel Volume Fraction 
for Four Types in a 6600 liter Core, ANL Neg. No. It6-48S. 

or reflector. Voiding of the core sodium produces both 
a positive reactivity effect due to spectrum hardening 
and a negative reactivity effect due to increased leak
age. In the cases presented here, the effect of spectrum 
hardening dominates that of leakage. 
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' 
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/ ^ 40 / ^ 

y ^ 35 > / 

1 

1 
42,5 , 

/ 37.5 , 

/ ^ 32,5 

1 

-

' -

— 

-

FUEL VOLUME FRACTION,"/. 

F I G , 11-38-6, Breeding Ratio versus Fuel Volume Fraction 
for Various Core Compositions in an Oxide-Fueled 5000 liter 
Core. ANL Neg. No. 1W-48S. 

The three parameters in the study which have a 
significant infiuence on the sodium void worth are the 
sodium content, the core size, and the fuel concentra
tion (also fuel type as it affects the fuel concentra
tion). 

The worth of sodium on a per atom basis is fairly 
insensitive to the sodium content of the core, as is seen 
from the results from the material worth calculation. 
Thus, the worth of sodium voiding of a core is almost 
directly proportional to the sodium content. A smaller 
core permits greater leakage, has a lower fuel loading 
for a given fuel fraction, and requires a higher ratio of 
fissile to fertile material. These three characteristics of 
a smaller core result in a smaller (less positive) so
dium void worth. 

Both plutonium and uranium become more reactive 
(that is, more fission neutrons/absorption) as the spec
trum hardens in the LMFBR system considered here; 
in particular, U-238 is much more reactive as the por
tion of the fiux above its fission threshold energy in
creases. The cores with larger loadings of U-238 pos
sess larger (more positive) sodium void worths. The 
fuel material type is related to the sodium worth in the 
core by the concentration and enrichment of the fuel 
type that is required for criticality. For the systems 
considered in the study the sodium worth is largest for 
the metal-fueled reactors and smallest for the oxide-
fueled reactors. 

COKE MATERIAL WORTHS 

The reactivity worths of the core materials (pluto-
nium-fuel, iiranium-fuel, steel and sodium) were ob
tained to provide the data for estimating the reactivity 
effect of small changes in the core composition. In the 
study the composition of the core materials were speci
fied in terms of the percentage of the core volume 
occupied by that material. To obtain reactivity data 
which is readily usable for evaluating compositional 
changes the first order perturbation calculations were 
based on the amount of material which occupies 1 y/o 
of the core. 

There are two trends that are seen in the reactivity 
worths of all materials. The worth of a given material 
is smaller in cores which contain larger volume frac
tions of a given material, and secondly, is also smaller 
for the cores of larger volume. The relationship be
tween the material worths and the fuel type depends 
upon the particular material. The fuel type influences 
the worth of the plutonium-fuel through the amount of 
plutonium that is required to achieve criticality in a 
reactor using that fuel type. The uranium fuel worth 
depends upon the critical concentration and of the fuel 
type, as well as the light atom concentration. The 
order of the fuel types which shows the effect of in
creasing the magnitude of the steel worth is metal, 
oxide, carbide and nitride fuels. The infiuence of var
ious parameters on the sodium worth was presented 
above in the discussion of sodium void worth. 

KINETIC CHARACTERISTICS 

The value of j3eff varies inversely with the percent
age of plutonium in the fuel since the ,8e// value for 
plutonium is smaller than that for uranium. The core 
size, core composition, and fuel type influence the /Se// 
values primarily through their effect on the percentage 
of plutonium in the fuel required for criticality. The 
lifetime, (,, is greater for systems having a softer spec
trum. Thus a core of smaller fuel volume fraction (or 
hea"vy atom densities), larger volume, or a fuel type 
containing more light elements exhibit a greater value 
of /p. To place the above comments in proper perspec
tive it is noted that both /3 and f, are not very sensitive 
to the changes in the parameters (fuel type, core com
position, and volume). In the 72 cases considered in 
the study the value of /3j/; varied between 2.79 X 10'' 
and 3.54 X 10-^ and the value of ff between 2.39 X 
1 0 - ' and 4.73 X IQ-' ' sec. 

COMMENTS ON NITRIDE FUELS 

The results given in the section on "Breeding Ratio" 
showed that the concentrations of both heavy and light 
elements in a fuel loading have a significant influence 
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FIG. II-38-7. N"(7i,a)B" Cross Section in Barns bet\veen 1 
and ~10 MeV. ANL Neg. No. 116-480. 

Fin. 11,38-8. N " ( n , p ) C " Cross Section in Barns between 
0,01 eV and ~10 MeV, ANL Neg. No. 116-477. 

on the breeding ratio. The nitride fuel appears to have 
an anomalous effect on the breeding ratio; although 
the heavy and light nuclide concentrations in the ni
tride fuel were specified to be identical to those in the 
carbide fuel, a nitride-fueled system exhibits ~7% 
lower breeding and core conversion ratios than those of 
a carbide system with the same fuel volume fraction. 
An investigation of the nitride-fueled reactors identi
fied parasitic neutron capture reactions in nitrogen as 
the major cause of the lower breeding and core conver
sion ratios. 

Capture cross sections for (n,a)*, (n,p) and (n,-/) 

* The (n,a) reaction cross section includes some (n,D) and 
{it,T) reactions. 

10 10' lO" 
ENERGY, eV 

F I G . II-38-9. N"(n ,T)N" Cross Section in Barns between 
~-0,01 eV and ~10MeV, ANL Neg. No. 116-470. 

TABLE II-38-X. NITKOGE.N CAPTCHE CROSS SECTIONS, 

RE.4CTION R.tTE AND R E - V C T I O N S P E C T R I ' M I . \ THE CEN

TER OF A N I T R I D E - F U E L E D L M F B R HY E . N E R G Y G R O C P 

Group No. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

Lower Energy, 
eV 

8.07 X 10" 
3,08 X 10' 
2.23 X I0« 
1,35 X 10« 
8,21 X 10' 
4,98 X 10» 
3,02 X 10' 
1,83 X*10' 
1,11 X 10' 
6,74 X 10' 
4,09 X 10' 
2,48 X 10' 
1,60 X 10' 
9.12 X 10' 
5.53 X 10' 
3.35 X 10' 
2.04 X 10" 
1.23 X 10' 
7.49 X 10' 
4.54 X 10' 
2.76 X 10' 
1.67 X 10' 
1.01 X 10' 
6.14 X 10' 
3.73 X 10' 
2.26 X 10' 

b 

0.2405 
0,3459 
0.2.334 
0.0987 
0.0179 
0.0054 
0.0066 
0.0016 
0.0015 
O.OOKi 
0,0017 
0.0020 
0.0024 
0.0029 
0.0037 
0.0017 
0.0063 
0.0078 
0.0099 
0.0126 
0.0162 
0.0206 
0.0263 
0.0330 
0.0429 
0.0669 

Reaction 
Rate, 

10" 
captures,^ 
cm'-sec 

0.679 
3.368 
4.897 
3.2.30 
1,028 
0,501 
0.635 
0,169 
0,148 
0,124 
0,108 
0,094 
0,092 
0,089 
0,070 
0,055 
0,029 
0,008 
0,006 
0,004 
0,003 
0,001 
0,001 

— 
— 
— 

Group 
Fraction 

0.0374 
0,2180 
0,3169 
0.2090 
0.0665 
0.0324 
0.0411 
0.0109 
0.0096 
0.0080 
0.0070 
0.0061 
0.0069 
0.0067 
0.0048 
0.0035 
0.0019 
0.0052 
0.0042 
0.0029 
0.0017 
0.0008 
0.0004 

— 
— 
— 

reactions in N-14 are plotted as a function of energy in 
Figs. II-38-7 through II-38-9, respectively.'* The total 
capture cross sections and reaction rates for total cap
ture for N-14 are tabulated in Table II-38-X for the 
26 energy groups. The major portion ('~80%) of the 
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capture in nitrogen occurs above 1 MeV. In the range 
from 2.23 to 10 JleV the {n,a) reaction dominates the 
capture process and produces 55% of the neutron cap
tures over the total energy range. Thirty percent of the 
total captures occurs between 0.5 and 2.23 MeV and 
they are largely {n,p) reactions. 

The parasitic capture in nitrogen adversely affects 
the economics of the nitride-fueled reactors, as the 7% 
lower breeding ratio suggests. The products of the par
asitic reactions may also infiuence the performance ca
pability of the nitride fuel. As mentioned previously, 
the reaction products are hydrogen, helium, deuterium 
and tritium. The magnitude of their presence was ob
tained from the reaction summary of the parametric 
study. In the inner region of a 5500 liter core contain
ing 40% fuel, 40% sodium, and 20% steel, the capture 
rate in nitrogen is 4.58 X 10" captures/sec compared 
with a fission rate of 3.98 X 10" fissions/sec. The 
production rate of gaseous fission products, which is 
roughly 6% of the total fission products, is of the same 
magnitude as the gas production in nitrogen. The total 
gas produced from neutron capture in nitrogen at the 
end of 100,000 M W D / M T exposure was calculated to 
be ^600 gm-moles in the inner core zone. At standard 

temperature and pressure (20°C, 1 atm) the gas pro
duced from parasitic capture in nitrogen occupies a 
volume approximately equivalent to ten times that of 
the fuel, and has about 1.0% of the atom density of the 
heavy atoms in the fuel. 

The magnitude of gaseous reaction products calcu
lated above may be useful in determining the influence 
of the reactions on the fuel's performance capabilities, 
such as fuel swelling, fission gas release, thermal con
ductivity, etc. The neutronic calculations presented 
here show that nitride-fueled systems have a lower 
than expected breeding ratio. Unless the nitride fuels 
are found to have some redeeming properties, or unless 
N-15 enriched fuel can be produced economically, ni
tride fuel does not appear to be an attractive fuel type 
for an LMFBR. 
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11-39. Effect of Subassembly Clearances on S o m e Performance 
Characteristics of 1000 MWe LMFBR Designs 

J. T. MADELL and H. H. HUMMEL 

INTRODUCTION 

The observation of stainless steel swelling under 
prolonged fast neutron irradiation (nvt « 10^') has 
raised problems in the design of fast breeder reactors. 
A particularly serious problem is caused by the swell
ing of the steel subassembly wrapper cans which, 
among other undesirable effects, will completely elimi
nate the approximately 50 mil clearance between the 
subassemblies, initially present, making it impossible 
to remove them. As further swelling occurs severe dis
tortion of the core will result. An obvious way to deal 
with this problem is to increase the initial clearance 
between subassemblies in the core region, where the 
swelhng is greatest. Smaller clearances are tolerable 
above and below the core, and the prescribed clearance 
of 50 mils is adequate to prevent undesirable motions 
of the subassemblies during operation. A study has 
been made of the effect of such an increase in clearance 
on performance characteristics of typical 1000 MWe 

LMFBR designs. The first part of the report discusses 
the neutron cross section set used in the study, while 
the second part describes the computational codes. The 
basic design features of the LMFBRs considered for 
the study are given in the third section and the various 
effects on the reactors' performance characteristics are 
presented in the last two sections. 

DEVELOPMENT OF NEUTRON CROSS SECTION SET 

MODIFICATIONS TO BASIC CROSS SECTIONS 

A neutron cross section set was developed and evalu
ated for use in the core design study of a 1000 MWe 
LMFBR. The basic cross section set was produced by 
MC= "> using the "77 material" version of ENDF/B'^' 
as the source of discrete cross section data, except that 
the Pu-239 cross sections given by Pitterle et a l ' were 
used. Modifications to the U-238 and Pu-239 cross sec
tions obtained from the MC^ calculations were iniwr-
porated in the broad group cross section set. The most 
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important modification was the use of lower inelastic 
scattering cross sections for U-238 above about 1 MeV. 
Other, less significant changes were made in Pu-239 
fission and capture and U-238 capture cross sections. 
Evaluation of the cross sections consisted of comparing 
neutronic quantities calculated with "regular" and 
modified cross sections with experimental results from 
appropriate critical assemblies. 

The modifications, mentioned above, were based on 
recent experiments and analytical comparisons. Recent 
measurements* of the U-238 cross sections resulted in 
lower values of the inelastic scattering cross section. 
Also, recent work on interpretation of critical 
assemblies^ indicates better agreement between theory 
and experiment for fc and for reaction rate ratios if 
lower values of U-238 inelastic scattering cross sec
tions are used for energies above about 1 MeV. Small 
changes from the E N D F / B values in a(n,y) of U-238 
were included between 4 and 100 keV; these are not 
large enough to have a very significant effect. The 
Pu-239 capture and fission cross sections of Pitterle 
were modified slightly between 2 and 183 keV, as 
shown in Table II-39-I, but the values of a were held 
constant. 

The neutronic parameters obtained with the result
ing cross section set, as well as a set generated from an 
earlier edition of E N D F / B , were compared with ex
perimental results from ZPR-III .\ssembly 48 and 
ZEBRA 3. Both critical assemblies were loaded with 
Pu-239 and U-238. Assembly 48 also contained sodium 
and carbon which resulted in a softer spectrum than 
ZEBRA 3 exhibited. The atom densities for Assembly 
48 and ZEBRA 3 are given in Table 1I-39-II. The 
values for a 1000 MWe core are provided for the pur
pose of comparison. 

The neutronic calculations were carried out with the 
same procedure as was used in benchmark studies of 
the Cross Section Evaluation Working Group 
(CSEWG).'" First, two 26-broad-group sets with 1/2 
lethargy widths were generated by MC^ using the cur
rent ENDF/B library tape and core compositions of 
Assembly 48 and of ZEBRA 3, except for the cross 
section modifications displayed in Table II-39-I. 
Below 2.23 MeV (Group 4 and greater) the modified 
U-238 inelastic cross sections are those of Argonne Set 
224,'"* which were based on Smith's older data.* Be
tween 2.23 and 6.07 MeV (Groups 2 and 3) the modi
fied data are ~10% smaller than both that of E N D F / 
B and Set 224, while the E N D F / B value is used for 
energies above 6.07 MeV (Group 1). 

A series of spherical transport (<S„ = 4) calculations 
was then performed to evaluate the effect of the var
ious cross sections on the eigen value of Assembly 48 
and ZEBRA 3. The results are presented in Table I I -

TABLE II-39-I, CORRECTION F.VCTORS FOR SOME Pu-239 AND 

U-238 BROAD GROCP CROSS SECTIONS I'SBO IN AN.\i,YziNr! 

ASSEMBLY 48 AND ZEBRA 3 

Energy 
Group'̂  

2 

3 
4 
5 
B 

/ 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

Pu-239 

ffe a n d (T/O'J 

— 
— 
~ 
— 
— 
— 
— 

0,98 
0,97 
0,96 
0,95 
0,90 
1,00 
0,93 
1,00 
1,10 

».<>" 

— 
— 
— 

1,005 
0,970 
0,985 
0,995 
0,985 
1,015 
1.040 
1.020 
0.982 
0,975 
0,900 
0,965 

— 

U-238 

Oineliutic 

Assembly 4f 

0,937 
0,881 
0,816 
0,887 
0,911 
0,926 
0,872 
0,748 
0,852 
0,866 

— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 

ZEBRA 3 

0,937 
0,881 
0,818 
0,897 
0,911 
0,923 
0,870 
0,743 
0,843 
0,796 

— 
_ 
— 
— 
_ 
— 

'^ See Table II-39-IV for group energy limits, 
^ Same correction factors were used in analyzing Assembly 

48 and ZEBRA 3, 

TABLE n-39-II , CORE CoMw.smoNs or ASSEMBLY 48, 
ZEBRA 3, AND A 1000 MVie LMFBR, 10" atoms/cm' 

Nuclide 

Pu-239 
Pu-240 
Pu-241 
Pu-242 
U-235 
U-238 

Fe 
Ni 
Cr 
Na 
Mn 
Mo 
Al 
C 
Cu 
Ta 
0 

Assembly 48 

1,646 X 10-' 
1,070 X 10-' 
1,100 X 10-' 
4,000 X 10-' 
1,600 X 10-5 
7.405 X 10-' 
1.018 X 10-' 
1.119 X 10-' 
2.531 X I0- ' 
6.230 X 10-' 
1.060 X 10-' 
2.060 X 10-' 
2.330 X 10-< 
2.077 X 10-' 

— 
— 
— 

ZEBRA 3 

3.465 X 
1.830 X 
1.600 X 

— 
2.280 X 
3.156 X 
4.559 X 
3.210 X 
8.180 X 

— 
— 
— 
— 
— 

4.794 X 

— 
— 

10-' 
10-' 
10-' 

10-' 
10-' 
10-' 
10-' 
10-' 

10-' 

1000 MWe 
Al Design" 

8.6976 X 10-* 
3.6383 X 10-' 
4.9699 X 10-' 
2.6106 X 10- ' 
1.0:!87 X 10- ' 
6.7042 X 10-' 
1.3250 X 10-' 
2.3213 X 10-' 
3.2884 X 10-' 
7.7833 X 10-' 

— 
4.8360 X 10-< 

— 
— 
— 

9.0688 X 10-' 
1.6681 X 10-' 

^ Atom densities for homogenized core at mid-cycle, equilib
rium conditions. Fission product density of 3.1233 X 10-* 
atoms/cm' is not given in this table. 

39-III. A previously developed cross section set," which 
was obtained from an earlier E N D F / B tape without 
Pitterle's data for Pu-239, served as the set for Case A. 
The new E N D F / B tape, with both old and new data, 
was used to produce the new cross section set for Cases 

file:///ssembly


254 / / . Fast Reactor Physics 

TABLE 11 39-111, EIGENVALUES OBTAINED F 

C.\LCUL.\TIONS USING 

Critical 
Experiment 

-\ssembly 48 
ZEBliA 3 

"Old Set" 

Case A 

Earlier 
ENDF/B 

0.9865 
0,9536 

Ul ASSEMBLY 48 .\ND ZEBRA 3 FROM SPHERICAL TRANSPORT 

V.VRiocs CROSS SECTIONS 

"New Set" Based on Present ENDF/B 

CascB 

Pitterle's 
Pu-239 

0,9882 
0.9752 

CaseC 

Mod. 
U-238 

0.9982 
0.9947 

CaseD 

Mod. 
U-238, Pu-239 

0.9909 
0.9899 

CaseE 

Case A's 
Pu-239 

0.9878 
0.9667 

Case F 

Pitterle's 
Mo 

0.9895 

CaseG 

U-238 I 

0.9894 
0.9911 

B through G. Cases C through G represent variations 
upon the base problem. Case B. 

Case B differs from Case A only in that Pitterle's 
data for Pu-239 was used in the generation of the 
weighting siicctrum and in the calculation of the eigen
values. The modified broad group cross sections for 
U-238 were used in Case C, while Case D was calcu
lated with modified cross sections for both U-238 and 
Pu-239. Case E used the E N D F / B cross sections for 
Pu-239 ("non-Pitterle") from the new cross section 
set, and new molybdenum cross sections were substi
tuted for the previous ones in Case F. Case G used 
U-238 cross sections (U-238 I) in which total inelastic 
data in Set 224 were substituted for the E N D F / B 
values. 

RESULTS OBTAINED USING THE MODIFIED CROSS SECTIONS 

The use of the new cross section set with its various 
modifications brings the eigenvalues of Assembly 48 
and ZEBRA 3 closer to unity than the eigenvalue ob
tained with the E N D F / B data, which took into ac
count the higher a for Pu-239 at energies below 10 keV. 
The eigenvalues obtained with the modified Pu-239 
and U-238 cross sections are 0.991 for Assembly 48 and 
0.990 for ZEBRA 3. The modification of the molybde
num cross sections (Case F) results in an additional 
0.13% increase in fc,,/. The use of Pitterle's Pu-239 
data instead of the E N D F / B data yields an increase 
of ~0.5 and ~ 2 . 3 % in the eigenvalues of Assembly 48 
and ZEBRA 3, respectively (Cases B and E) . A larger 
increase with Pitterle's data is seen in ZEBRA 3 be
cause its harder spectrum reduces the negative effect of 
higher capture cross sections in the low keV region, 
while the positive contribution of higher v values re
mained relatively unchanged. The modification of the 
U-238 inelastic scattering cross sections produced 
(Case C) an increase in the fc,// values of both criticals; 
the larger increase in the eigenvalue of ZEBRA 3 is 
again due to its harder spectrum. The eigenvalues of 
both criticals were reduced by 0.5-0.7% upon modify
ing Pitterle's Pu-239 cross sections (Case D) . 

As was mentioned previously, the weighting spectra 
of the new and old cross section sets were generated 

from different Pu-239 data; otherwise they were pro
duced in an identical manner. The influence of the 
slightly different weighting spectra is seen in the 
slightly different results for Cases A and E. The 
change of U-238 inelastic cross section in Case G re
sulted in increasing the eigenvalue of both criticals, 
but not by as large an amount as was produced by the 
modification in Case C. 

The modifications to the current E N D F / B file im
prove agreement between the measured and calculated 
values presented here and were incorporated into the 
cross section set for the core design study. 

DESCRIPTION O F CROSS SECTION S E T FOE CORE DESIGN 

STUDY 

The 26 grouji cross section set used in the Core De
sign Study was designated CDSOl. The composition 
used in the MC- calculations to generate CDSOl was 
the homogenized mid-cycle core composition of the AI 
1000 MWe design given in Table II-39-II. The MC 
calculations consisted of a Pi fundamental mode prob
lem with a B- search to a fc,„ of unity. The fuel mate
rial (uranium, plutonium, oxygen and fission products) 
was specified to be in the form of cylindrical pins of 
0.27 in. o.d., surrounded by steel and sodium. The en
ergy structure for the 26 broad groups ot '/» lethargy 
units each is given in Table II-39-IV, along with the 
list of nuclides and their identifiers on the MACHLIB 
and XLIBIT cross section tapes. Set CDSOl has also 
been converted and stored on a disk for use in the 
-ARC system. One JXIC^ calculation was performed 
with all nuclides at 1300°K and another with the fuel 
nuclides at 250O''K and steel and sodium at 1300°K. 
The cross sections produced by MC^ for Pu-239 and 
U-238 were modified in the manner described above 
(MACHLIB nuclide numbers 14, 18, 34 and 42 in 
Table II-39-IV). The five types of fission product 
pairs were combined (3.58% Xe-135, 0.65% Sm-149, 
0.67% FPPji^l, 20.05% FPP?^2, and 75.05% ¥??m) 
to form the sum of the fission product pairs (FPP-
sum). Stainless steel )*316 was formed from 68.5 v/o 
iron, 12 v 'o nickel, 16.8 v/o chromium and 2.7 v/o 
molybdenum. The 26 group cross sections (except for 

file://-/ssembly
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TABLE II-39-IV. ENERGY GROUP STRUCTURE AND NUCLIDE DESCRIPTION FOR CROSS SECTION SET CDSOl 

Group 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

Energy Structure 

Lower Energy, 
eV 

6.07 X 10* 
3.68 X 10' 
2.23 X 10' 
1.35 X 10« 
8.21 X 10' 
4.98 X 10' 
3.02 X 10' 
1.83 X 10' 
1.11 X 10' 
6.74 X 10* 
4.09 X 10' 
2.48 X 10' 
1.50 X 10* 
9.12 X 10' 
5.53 X 10' 
3.35 X 10' 
2.04 X 10' 
1.23 X 10' 
7.49 X 10' 
4.54 X 10' 
2.75 X 10' 
1.67 X 10' 
1.01 X 10' 
6.14 X 10' 
3.73 X 10' 
2.26 X 10' 

Lethargy 

0.5 
1.0 
1.5 
2,0 
2,5 
3,0 
3,5 
4,0 
4,5 
5,0 
5,5 
6,0 
6.5 
7.0 
7.5 
8.0 
8.6 
9.0 
9.5 

10.0 
10.6 
11.0 
11.5 
12.0 
12.5 
13.0 

Name 

Mo-
Ta-181 
Pu-240 
Na-'23 
FPP /Kl'' 
FPP * 2 
F P P *3 
U-236 
Pu-242 
0-16 
Fe 
Xe-135 
Sm-149 
U-238- mod. 
Cr 
Ni 
Pu-241'' 
Pu-239- mod. 
SS310 
F P P - s u m 
U-238'' 
Pu-239' 
U-238 
B-10 
C-12 
N-14 
Zr 

Nuclide Description (identification on cros 

T = 1300° K 

MACHLIB 

1 
3 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
l(i 
17 
18 
19 

XLIBIT 

MOM..L 
TA181L 
PU240L 
NA.23L 
P9FP1L 
P9FP2L 
P9FP3L 
U.236L 
PU242L 
0..1fiL 
F E . . . L 
XE136L 
.SM149L 
U238ML 
CR .. . L 
N I . . . L 
PU41RL 
PU.39ML 
.SS316L 

20 P9FPTI, 
21 
22 

— 
— 
— 
— 
47 

U2.38IL 
PU39PL 

— 
_ 
_ 
— 
— 

T = 

MACHLIB 

23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 

— 
30 
31 
32 
33 

— 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 

-

section tapes) 

= 2500°K 

XLIBIT 

MOM. .H 
TAI8III 
PU240H 
NA.23H 
P9FP1II 
P9FP2H 
P9FP3H 

— 
PU242H 
0 . . I 6 H 
F E . . . H 
XE135H 

— 
U238MH 
C R . . . H 
N I . . . H 
PU41RH 
PU39MH 
S.S316H 
P9FPTH 
U238IH 
PU39PH 
U.238H 
B..10H 
C..12H 
N. .14H 

— 
•ENDF/B modified by Pitterle. 
'• F P P * 1 , F P P # 2 , F P P S 3 , FPP-Suin—fission product pairs for rapidly saturating, slowly saturating, non-saturating, and 

total chains, respectively, 
«ENDF/B modified to include resonance data, 
'' Inelastic data from previous M C library tape, 
• ENDF/B modified by Pitterle, 

zirconium) were collapsed to 13 groups of one lethargy 
unit using the broad group flux spectra from the MC^ 
calculations. 

The AI 1000 MWe reactor" was used as a basis for 
comparing the eigenvalues obtained from Set CDSOl 
to those obtained from unmodified cross sections. The 
use of the modified cross sections of U-238 and Pu-239 
resulted in about a 2% greater value of fc,,/ for the AI 
design than was calculated previously with unmodified 
cross sections. The result is consistent with the calcula
tions performed on ZEBRA 3 and Assembly 48 with 
modified and unmodified cross sections. 

DESCRIPTION OF COMPUTER CODES FOR FUEL CYCLE AND 

Pl'EL COST CALCULATIONS 

Four codes were employed in the fuel cycle and fuel 
cost calculations for the core design study. The ther
mal hydraulics calculations using the EVALUATE 

Code' ' were obtained from Ref. 12 and are not re
ported here. A brief description of the other three codes 
is given in the following paragraphs of this section. 

The INPROC code was written to prepare some of 
the input data for the fuel cycle code. The design spec
ifications of the various types of subassemblies in a 
reactor loading are used by the INPROC code to cal
culate the material volume fractions occurring in the 
various regions of the reactor. The material volume 
fractions and input data of the reactor loading are 
combined to give the material atom densities for the 
regions in both the radial and axial directions; the 
atom densities are punched on cards to serve as part of 
the input deck for the fuel cycle code. Since for fuel 
cycle calculations between 90 and 100 regions must 
normally be used to describe a reactor, the calculation 
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TABLE II-39-V. INPUT D.iT.i FOB INPROC C<U)E 

1. To Calculate Material Volume Fractitni of Subassentbly 
Types (20 max.) 
(a) Components; cladding, bond, fuel, pin spacer, wrapper, 

unit cell, 3 special components, coolant (10 max.), 
(b) Geometry of components: square, hexagonal, cylindri

cal, 
(c) Material of components: 8 nnix, 
(d) Dimension of components: o,d,, i.d.. tfiickness, % en

closed area. etc. 
2. To Calculate .Atom Density of Fuel Types (15 mux.) 

(a) Density of chemical compound (gm/cc). 
(b) Isotopic ratios of plutonium and uranium. 
(c) Chemical weight of light element(s). 
(d) Burnup. 
(e) Ratio of light to heavy elements. 

3. To Calculate Volume Fractions in Material Region Types 
(Compositions) 
(a) Type and number of subassembly types in Material 

Region Type. 
4. To Calculate Atom Densities in Material Region T.vpes 

(a) Atom densities of pure materials. 
5. To Assign Material Region Types to Radial and Axial 

Regions 
(a) Radial and axial regions to which material region type 

is to be assigned. 
(b) Number of stages for radial regions. 
(c) Nuclide numbers for cross section set. 

and punching of the regional atom densities data by 
the INPROC code represents a considerable saving of 
time. 

The modifications to the design specifications repre
sent minimal changes in the input to INPROC. Thus a 
series of core designs of various cladding thicknesses, 
for example, can easily be handled by the code. A list 
of input quantities and a flow diagram for the IN
PROC code are given in Table II-39-V and Fig. I I -
39-1, respectively. 

The fuel cycle calculations were carried out with 
SYNBURN code'^ which calculates the equilibrium 
concentration of the materials during the burn cycle. 
Tbe neutronic portion of the code consists of a one-di
mensional synthesis calculation in which the neutron 
balances are calculated in the radial and then axial 
directions until convergence is obtained. Criticality 
may be sustained during the burn cycle by varying the 
poison concentration. The fluxes are calculated at each 
time step and spatial interval; they are then averaged 
over the volume of each region to calculate the current 
concentration of the various materials in that region. 

The SYNBURN code was slightly modified to punch 
out the quantities of hea-vy atoms at tbe beginning and 
end of the equilibrium cycle in each region and for 
each material stage. A small computer code than con
verted the heavy atom data from the SYNBURN cal

culation to the charge, discharge, and inventory masses 
required as input to the fuel cost code. 

The CYCOST code" was used to calculate the equi
librium fuel cycle costs for the systems which had been 
investigated with the SYNBURN calculation. The 
code is capable of calculating fuel costs for both start
up and equilibrium cycles. The major feature of the 
CYCOST code is its assignment of cost to the cycle in 
which the cost actually occurred. Since the calculations 
in this study are for equilibrium cycles rather than 
startup cycles this particular feature was not a factor 
in the calculations. The fabrication and reprocessing 

PROBLEKf DESCRIPTION 
OPTIONS ON PROGRAM FLOW 

OPTIONAL FLOWS 

CALCULATE MATERIAL VOLUME 
FRACTIONS OF S/A TYPES 

INPUT VOLUME FRACTIONS 
OF S/A TYPES 

CALCULATE ATOM DENSITIES 
OF FUEL TYPES 

, I INPUT S / A VOLUME FRACTION 
AND FUEL DENSITIES 

CALCULATE VOLUME FRACTIONS 

OF MATERIAL REGION TYPES 

INPUT VOLUME FRACTIONS 
OF MATERIAL REGION TYPES 

CALCULATE ATOM DENSITIES 
OF MATERIAL REGION TYPES 

INPUT ATOM DENSITIES OF 
MATERIAL REGION TYPES 

ASSIGN ATOM DENSITIES,* STAGES, 
NUCLIDE NUMBERS TO RADIAL AND 
AXIAL REGIONS 

PUNCH DATA IN SYNBURN FORMAT 

ANOTHER PROBLEM? 

NO 

STOP 

F I G . II-39-1. Flow Diagram for the INPROC Code. ANL 
Neg. No. 116-414. 
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rates may be either defined or calculated by the code 
from basic data, such as the fuel element diameter and 
length, etc. As mentioned in the previous paragraph 
the code requires the charge, discharge, and startup 
inventories of the heavy atoms for each cycle. A cost 
value for each fuel material (Pu-239, Pu-240, Pu-241, 
UsOa, etc.) may be assigned or the code may be di
rected to do a parametric study on the cost value of a 
particular hea\'y atom. The CYCOST output consists 
of the fabrication and reprocessing rates, the total in
terest charges and itemized and total fuel costs in 
mils/kWh for each cycle. 

DESCRIPTION OF BASIC DESIGNS OF L M F B R S 

Three oxide- and one carbide-fueled designs for a 
1000 MWe reactor were selected for the fuel cycle and 
fuel cost studies. In addition, identical calculations 
were carried out for the AI 1000 MWe design'" to 

TABLE II-39-VI. CONSTANT PAR,tMETERS 
MWe RE.VCTORS 

Parameter 

Keactor power, MWt 
Average linear powder, kW/ft 
Iidet temperature, °F 
Temperature rise, °F 
Fuel density, % TD 
Fuel pins/subassembly 
Pin-to-pin spacing, in. 
Outer/inner core enrichment 
Average core burnup, a/o 
Number of stages in core 
Number of control subassemblies 
Axial blanket height, ft 
Gas plenum height, ft 
Cladding thickness, in. 

Oxide 

2400 
10 

780 
360 

85 
271 

0,050 
1,5 
6,7 
2 

16 (Ta) 
1,13 
3,17 

0.05 X clad
ding o.d. 

FOE 1000 

Carbide 

2400 
22.7 

800 
325 
86 

169 
0.000 
1.5 
6.7 
2 

22 (Ta) 
1.25 
1.5 
0.011 

provide a reference for the study. Because of the lim
ited nature of the study an optimization of the core 
designs was not possible. It was decided to use pin 
diameter as a parameter because core size, fuel inven
tory, and fabrication cost are all sensitive to it. Clad
ding outer diameters of 0.22, 0.26, and 0.30 in. were 
selected. Other parameters were selected to be in a 
range that seemed reasonable. The 1000 MWe Fol
low-on Studies'^-" have indicated that fuel cycle cost 
is not very sensitive to some parameters, such as core 
height, while in other cases the choice is constrained by 
conditions other than purely economic. A 50 mil clear
ance has been chosen between fuel pins, which are 
wire-wrapped. The lOOO MWe studies have indicated 
that it is desirable to have a small clearance to maxi
mize core fuel volume fraction, while 50 mils is a mini
mum distance from the standpoint of possible flow 
blockage and of pin azimuthal temperature distribu
tion. This clearance is of course related to the core 
sodium velocity and pressure drop. (The use of grid 
spacers instead of wire wrap might make a larger spac
ing desirable.) The sodium velocity and pressure drop 
have been arbitrarily selected to be about 30 ft/sec 
maximum and 100 psi, respectively. The 1000 MWe 
Follow-on Studies have indicated that economics are 
not very sensitive to the exact values of these param-
eters."''= Significantly higher choices would start to 
pose development problems, however, while consider
ably lower values would start imposing considerable 
economic penalties. The free-standing subassembly 
cans are designed to accommodate pressure drops in 
this range.'" Many parameters were held constant for 
the reactor designs to limit the scope of the study and 
these are given in Table 11-39-VI for the oxide and 
carbide designs. 

T.\BLE II-39-VII. DESCKIPTION AND PERFORMANCE CHARACTERISTICS FOR THE FIVE RE.VCTOR DESIGNS WITH TWO SUBASSEMULY 
CLEARANCE SPECIFIC.VTIONS 

Oxide-Fueled Design 

Subassembly gap, in. 
Core height, ft 
Core diameter, ft 
Core volume, liter 
Breeding ratio 
Burn time, day 
PU fissile loading, kg 
Enrichment—charged into inner 

core, a/o 
Fuel cost, mills/kWh' 

Design * 1 
Cladding 

o.d. = 0.22 in. 

0.05 0.30 
2.76 2.76 
7.40 7.77 
3340 3690 
1.22 1.17 

149 148 
1763 1833 
13,4 14,2 

1,131 1,205 

Design *2 
Cladding 

o,d, = 0,26 in. 

0,05 0,30 
3,00 3,00 
8,03 8,39 
430O 4700 
1.27 1.23 

212 212 
2175 2260 
11.5 12.1 

0.973 1.036 

Design #3 
Cladding 

o.d. = 0.30 in. 

0,05 0,30 
3,58 3,58 
8,28 8,62 
6470 6920 
1,30 1,25 
271 269 

2612 2680 
10,5 11,1 

0,883 0,962 

AI 

0,05 
3,68 
8,46 
5090 
1,26 
203 

2528 
11,6 

0.923 

lesign 

0.30 
3.58 
8.82 
6200 
1.22 
263 

2686 
12.2 

0.982 

Carbide 

0.05 
2.60 
8.86 
4370 
1.49 
296 

2591 
9.3 

0.610 

Design 

0.30 
2.60 
9.20 
4710 
1.47 
297 

2668 
9.6 

0.640 

• The fuel costs are based on SlO/g Pu, $8/lb. U , 0 , and a 12.6% interest rate, CYCOST calculated the fuel fabrication costs in 
the range 105 to 200 dollars per kilogram. 
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TABLE II-39-VIII. H E S I L T S OF EQI-ILIBRIUM FUEL CYCLE 
C.VLCULATIONS FOR 4 a / o , (J.7 ; i /o .\.ND 10 a / u B r i l N U P FOH 

THE T H R E E O x i D E - F r E L E o D E S I G N S 

Design 

1 

2 

3 

Burnup, 
a/o 

4,0 
6,7 

10,0 

4,0 
6,7 

10,0 

4,0 
6,7 

10,0 

Unpoisoned 

1,009 
1,033 
1,064 

1,006 
1,020 
1.034 

1.004 
1,009 
1,021 

Burn 
Time, 
Days 

87 
148 
227 

124 
212 
324 

167 
269 
410 

Breeding 
Ratio 

1,23 
1,17 
1,12 

1,28 
1,23 
1,18 

1,29 
1,25 
1,20 

Fuel Cost, 
mills/kWh 

1,873 
1,205 
0.905 

1.595 
1.036 
0.795 

1.438 
0.952 
0.761 

Thermal-hydraulic calculations were also performed 
for a sodium-bonded carbide-fueled reactor. A single 
core design was considered in which the cladding o.d. 
was 0.412 in., and the pin-to-pin spacing was 0.06 in. 
The thermal-hydraulic calculations are based on an 
average linear power of 22.7 kW/ft and predict differ
ent coolant temperatures than those predicted for the 
oxide core designs. The design parameters which were 
held constant were based on the Combustion Engineer
ing 1000 MWe design.'" The above assumptions, to
gether with an assumed 10 kW/ft average heat rate for 
oxide fuel and 227 kW/ft for carbide fuel, resulted in 
tbe core heights indicated in Table II-39-VII. 

EFFECTS OF INCREASING THE 

SUBASSEMBLY CLEARANCE 

Increasing the subassembly clearance affects the 
neutronic characteristics of a reactor and, in turn, its 
fuel cost. To determine the magnitude of tbe effects, 
fuel cycle and fuel cost calculations were performed 
for the five reactor designs described in the last sec
tion. Table II-39-VII lists the design characteristics 
which are influenced by the change in subassembly 
clearance for the five reactors. The thermal hydraulics 
characteristics were assumed to be unaffected by the 
change of subassembly clearance. 

The basic core designs of the five reactors specified a 
50 mil clearance over the full length of the subassem
blies. In the design to accommodate steel swelling, a 300 
mil clearance was allowed in the core region and a 50 
mil clearance was provided in the axial and radial 
blanket regions. The fuel subassemblies have a wrapper 
thickness 125 mils greater in the axial blanket than in 
the core to compensate for the additional 250 mils of 
sodium gap in the core region. 

In the fuel cycle calculations, each row of subassem

blies in the reactor was represented by a radial region 
(13 or 14 rows or radial regions). In the axial direc
tion, the core was represented by one region, the lower 
and upper blankets by two regions for each, and the 
lower reflector and upper gas plenum by one region for 
each. The smear density of the fuel for all designs was 
set at 85% of theoretical density and the plutonium 
(Pu-239, Pu-240, Pu-241, Pu-242) isotopic ratio of 
67/26/5/2 was used for the feed. The core contained 
two enrichment zones with the enrichment in the outer 
zone 50% greater than that in the inner zone. The core 
fuel was discharged in two stages with an average bum-
up of 6.7 a/o. The inner radial blanket of depleted 
uranium was managed with five stages and the outer 
blanket with seven stages. 

The fuel cycle and fuel cost results for the five reac
tor designs with 50 and 300 mil subassembly clearance 
are given in Table II-39-VII. The result of increasing 
the subassembly clearance from 50 to 300 mils in the 
core can be generalized for all five designs in this 
study. The increased clearance decreases the volume 
fraction of the fuel by 7-9% and increases the sodium 
fraction by 10 to 15%. The core volume and plutonium 
fissile inventory both increase by about 5% with the 
larger subassembly gap, while the cycle burn time is 
not affected. These changes in the core design specifi
cations produce a 4% decrease in the breeding ratio. 
The fuel costs for the designs with 300 mil clearances 
are 5-8% higher than those with 50 mil clearances. 
The increased cost is primarily due to higher inventory 
costs and lower plutonium credit. 

THE EFFECT OF BURNUP AND OTHER FACTORS 

ON THE FUEL COST 

In the last section, the clearance between subassem
blies was increased without changing the allowable 
burnup of the fuel. In ]iractice, an increase in the 
clearance between subassemblies would probably allow 
a greater residence time of the fuel and thus permit a 
larger burnup to be achieved. To investigate the influ
ence of the burnup limitation the fuel costs of the three 
oxide designs (o.d. = 0.22, 0.26, 0.30 in.) were calcu
lated for 4 a/o and 10 a/o burnup, in addition to the 
6.7 a/o value of the base design. The results presented 
in Table 11-39-VIII show that increasing the burnup 
from 4 a/o to 10 a/o reduces the fuel costs of all three 
designs by 50%. As the burnup limit for a cycle is 
raised, tbe value of the unjioisoned t, / , at the begin
ning of the cycle and the burn time of the cycle in
crease, while the breeding ratio decreases. A larger 
value of the unpoisoned km at tbe beginning of cycle 
requires a larger amount of control to achieve critical
ity during the burn cycle. Difficulties may result in the 
scheduling of shut downs by the utilities if the burn 
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times are too short or too long. The primary conclusion 
drawn from a study of burnup is that there is an 
economic incentive to increase the subassembly clear
ance if an additional (~1.0 a/o) burnup may be 
achieved. 

The study of the three designs of an oxide-fueled 
reactor also show a more desirable economic perform
ance for those cores with a high fuel volume fraction. 
The improved economic performance is due to a higher 
breeding ratio which yields a higher plutonium credit 
in the fuel costs and overrides the increased cost ot 
greater fuel inventories. 

It should be emphasized that the study did not en
tail a complete optimization of the core designs. In 
particular, it should be recalled that the average linear 
power and pin-to-pin spacing was held constant in the 
oxide designs, as were the sodium temperatures in the 
core. The conclusions above, therefore, are only valid 
for the assumptions made in the study. However, it is 
believed that these assumptions are reasonable and 
probably close to optimum. 
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11-40. A Dual Spec trum Concept for Liquid Metal Fast Breeder Reactor 
(LMFBR) Fuel Assay 

C. N . KELBER 

The use of a reactor, usually at low power, for fuel 
assay is not novel. A discussion of some of the iirob-
lems in .such use was given in 1961 by Sandmeier,' and 
danger coefficient testing is a commonly employed 
technique for inspecting new fuel. The reason is ob
vious: a reactor is very sensitive to fissile material and 
small (~10~ ' Ak/k) reactivity changes are readily 
detected. Precisely because of the sensitivity to fissile 
materials, however, design of a fuel assay reactor for 
LMFBR fuel is difficult because the response to the 
different fissile isotopes (Pu-239 and Pu-241) is so 
similar, and fast fission in U-238 and Pu-240 masks 

their neutron capture effect. Moreover, in a thermal 
spectrum assay reactor,' neutrons will not penetrate a 
typical LJIFBR assembly. Recently a suggestion^ has 
been made to circumvent this difficulty by assaying 
fuel in two different spectra—fast and slow—and un
folding the reactivity response. 

If a fast reactor core had an appreciable voided 
fraction, additional flexibihty in the use of this reactor 
for reactivity measurements could be achieved by pro
vision of a system for filling the core with a liquid. By 
the addition of sufficient nuclear poison to the liquid, a 
null-reactivity effect could be achieved. Then it would 
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be practical to make reactivity measurements for a 
fuel element in both a fast and a slow spectrum, 
thereby providing additional data for deducing the 
contents. In a recent paper' this suggestion is devel
oped to demonstrate how such a concept might be de
fined and to illustrate the problems in defining a suc
cessful concept. 

The main conclusion was that a dual spectrum sys
tem can be conceived which can carry out the nonde
structive assay of reactor fuel with reasonable accuracy 
( ~ few tenths of a percent of mass) without requiring 
any major technological advances. The possible facil
ity described in Ref. 3 was in no way optimized. The 
purpose of that study was to determine if the conclu
sion reached was tenable and to point out the main 
problems in optimizing a system. In resolving these 
problems one has to keep in mind the claimed advan
tages of the dual spectrum system: 

1. The fast spectrum core is responsive to the entire 
radial extent of the test sample and averages over het
erogeneities. 

2. The slow spectrum core is responsive to the en
ergy dependence of the cross sections of materials in 
the test sample. 

3. The use of different types of neutron filters in the 
slow spectrum core affords an opportunity to deter
mine the response in a range of incident spectra. 

The problems requiring resolution are: 
1. Should there be only one system? 
An operational study is needed to determine if there 

is any validity to the assumption of easier intercali
bration with just one physical system. Some of the 
neutron filters discussed earlier depress the reactivity 
by several percent. Restoration of criticality may well 
affect automatic reactivity compensator calibration 
adversely. A separate slow spectrum system would not 
change this problem much but it would allow the use 

of graphite or beryllium moderator with improved re
sponse characteristics in the low energy resonance re
gion. 

2. How can the response to the Pu-240 spontaneous 
fission be maximized? 

This response dominates the error calculation. In
creasing the response lowers the error estimate. There 
are two paths: selecting a loading and geometry to 
emphasize the importance of the source neutrons; and 
designing a system with very low natural source to 
permit operation at powers of approximately 10~* W. 
The two paths are not necessarily contradictory. An 
example of experimental technique which seeks to min
imize the error in the source response is given by 
Bretscher and Redman.'' 

3. Can extreme geometries afford an opportunity for 
axial scanning? 

This problem has not been investigated. 
4. What are the effects of photoneutrons induced by 

fission product gammas? 
The response in, say, normal water to such photo

neutrons may be an indicator of total exposure. 
5. What are the effects of minor changes in the 

amount and kind of cladding material in the test sam
ple? 

6. What are the possible impediments to the testing 
of PWR and BWR fuel? 
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11-41. Calculated Ganinia-Ray Heat ing in an Assembly for Irradiating Fas t Reactor 
Fuel E lements in the Center of the Engineering Test Reactor (ETR) Core 

A. E. MCARTHY 

To assist in the design of a loop for the irradiation 
of fast reactor fuel, calculations were made to estimate 
the gamma-ray heating rate in an assembly of fast 
reactor fuel elements when irradiated in the center of 
the Engineering Test Reactor (ETR) core. The equiv
alent diameter of the fuel assembly containing 19 fuel 

rods was 4.38 cm and the water flow tube containing 
the assembly with its surrounding sodium, flow divid
ers, neutron filter, and containment vessels had an 
equivalent diameter of 14.3 cm. The thermal neutron 
filter was made of 2 w/o berated steel. The length of 
the assembly of highly enriched UO2 fuel was 91.4 cm. 
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Figure II-41-1 shows a cross section of the loop and 
the locations of the fuel assembly, flow dividers, neu
tron filter, and contaimnent vessels. 

The fuel element region was homogenized for pur
poses of calculation. Gamma-ray source values were 
obtained using an average fission density of 9.3 X 10" 
fissions/cm^-sec to determine the uniformly distributed 
source. Gamma-ray fission source values (MeV/fis-
sion) were taken from information in Ref. 1 and in
clude 1.15 MeV/fission of energy due to capture 
gamma rays. Equilibrium fission products were as
sumed. 

Considering sources in the fuel element region, 
gamma ray fluxes were calculated at the horizontal 
midplane for the positions reported using formulas for 
cylindrical geometry- and a uniformly distributed 
source. Results were obtained from calculations for 
four photon energies (1, 2, 4 and 6 MeV). The gamma-
ray flux at the center of the fuel assembly and the flux 
at the outside surface of the fuel were determined. The 
flux at the outside surface was attenuated through the 
other materials to find the flux contributions at the 
specified points from the fuel assembly sources. 

The ETR core around the loop was considered to be 
a thick uniform gamma-ray source with a fission den
sity of 1.53 X 10'^ flssions/cm^-sec. The gamma-ray 
flux at the surface of this source was determined and 
used as radiation incident on the loop containing the 
fuel elements being irradiated. This radiation was at

tenuated by the intervening loop material before being 
absorbed to contribute to the heating rates reported. 

The calculated gamma-ray heating rate in the UO2 
fuel at the center of the fuel section was 47 W/g with 
about 85% of the heat being produced by radiation 
from sources in the fuel section. The gamma-ray heat
ing rate in the UO2 fuel located at the outside of the 
fuel section was S9 W/g. 

The maximum heating rate in the steel of the neu
tron filter was calculated to be 25 W/g. The heating 
produced by the (n,a) reactions in the B-10 contained 
in the steel contributed 6 W/g to the total. .A thermal 
neutron flux of 3.2 X W neutrons/cm--sec incident at 
the outside of the loop was used to find the total num
ber of {n,a) reactions which result in the release of 2.5 
MeV of energy for each reaction. 

During irradiation the gamma-ray heating rate in 
the steel wall of tbe secondary vessel in the irradiation 
loop was calculated to be 17 W/g. About 60% of this 
heating was produced by radiation from gamma-ray 
sources in the surrounding ETR core. The heating rate 
in the primary vessel was 18 W/g. 

Calculations of the heating rates immediately after 
the loop is removed from the irradiation zone showed 
that tbe equilibrium fission products in the fuel will 
produce gamma-ray heating at the center of the fuel 
and at the outside surface of the fuel equal to 18 and 
13 W/g, respectively. Immediately after removal of 
tbe loop from the irradiation zone the fission product 
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gamma-rays produced heating in the steel of the filter, errors in the calculated heating rates. The heating 
the primary vessel, and the secondary vessel equal to rates given above were calculated to be conservative 
about 5, 4, and 3 W/g, respectively. After the loop has and are estimated to be no more than 50% high. 
cooled for one day the heating rates at the center of „ 
the fuel, the outside surface of the fuel, in the steel 
filter, the primary vessel, and the secondary vessel are, ^- ^- ^- Holden, M. R. Mendelson and T. E. Dudley, Toial 
rpsnect ivplv 1 4 1 0 4 0 3 • i n d 0 2 W / i T Gamma Energy Release Due to Thermal-Neutron Fission i, 
respectivel> , 1.4, 1, 0.4, U.3, and U.2 vv/g. ,3,̂ ^^ ^̂ ^̂ 1 g^. ^^^^ ^ ^^^ ^^^.^ 

Approximations m tbe calculations and uncertainties 2. T. Rockiyell III, Ed., Reactor Shielding Design Maimal, 
in the buildup factors used were sources of possible TIl)-7004, 365 (1965). 



Section III 

Experimental Techniques and Facilities 

Measured integral reactor physies parameters are necessary for either direct in
troduction into reactor design calculations or for comparison with values obtained 
analytically using basic microscopic cross section data. In the latter case the ob
jective is to verify either the cross section data or the calculational techniques. 
Reactor integral parameters are obtained using special measurement techniques in 
exponential or critical facihties. The papers presented in this section deal largely 
with the development of such special techniques, facilities, and radiation detection 
devices. Included also are papers which describe specially developed equipment 
useful in obtaining microscopic nuclear data. 





I I I - l . The Fast N e u t r o n Generator (FNG) Facil i ty 

S. A. Cox 

INTRODUCTION 

During the past year the Applied Physics Division 
put into operation a new research facility, the Fast 
Neutron Generator (FNG). The FNG is designed to 
meet the needs for neutron cross section and neutron 
physics information in the fast reactor field and to be 
utilized as a pulsed neutron source for the study of fast 
reactor spectra. The FNG has the option of being oper
ated either as a tandem accelerator or as a single-
ended accelerator. In the tandem mode proton or deu
teron beams of at least 8 MeV energy can be produced 
with beam currents of > 5 0 pA. Beams of at least 4 
MeV energy and currents > 1 mA can be produced in 
the single-ended mode. Both pulsed or dc beams are 
available in either mode. Since the FNG provides both 
higher voltage and higher current capability than the 
former 3 MeV Van de Graaff facility new areas of 
investigation are opened. The higher voltage capability 
permits detailed investigation of reactions with high 
reaction thresholds and the high current capability 
permits investigation of reactions with low cross sec
tions and those requiring unique intensities. 

The basic component of the FNG is a Dynamitron, 
a relatively recent innovation in the accelerator field. 
In the past, most accelerators in the MeV range used 
the Van de Graaff principle in which a moving belt 
carried a positive charge to a high voltage terminal. 
The charge-current raised the terminal to a high po
tential. Positively charged particles were accelerated 
from the terminal to a target at ground potential. In 
the Dynamitron the charging principle is quite differ
ent and is an improvement over the Cockroft-Walton 
method. Cockroft-Walton accelerators attained volt
ages up to approximately 1 MeV by a multiplying 
network of rectifiers and capacitors whereby a rela
tively small impressed voltage was transformed into a 
high voltage at the accelerating terminal. The fact that 
the charge must be transferred in a series fashion pre
sented an inherent limitation in the attainable voltage. 
As the terminal voltage was increased beyond 1 MeV 
the required stored energy rapidly became excessive. 
Both the voltage limitation and stored energy prob
lems are greatly alleviated in the Dynamitron by 
changing the charging current from a series type to a 
parallel type configuration. This is accomplished by 
placing a pair of semicylindrical electrodes parallel to 
and enclosing the rectifier string. A 120 kHz R F volt

age is applied to the electrodes. The charging current is 
transferred directly from the electrode to each rectifier. 
Since the rectifiers conduct in only one direction, the 
impressed charge cannot leak to ground and the in
duced voltage on the rectifiers adds up to form the 
terminal voltage. Terminal charging currents of ~10 
mA and terminal voltages of 4 MV can be maintained 
in the Dynamitron. 

CONSTRUCTION AND INITIAL TESTING 

The Dynamitron was designed and constructed by 
Radiation Dynamics, Inc., (RDI) . Following assembly 
in the testing vault at RDI the Dynamitron underwent 
a long series of inhouse tests designed to insure that it 
would meet performance specification when delivered 
to ANL. Since this was to be the first tandem Dynami
tron built at RDI, the tests were comprehensive. Ini
tial tests were carried out without beam tubes to check 
on high voltage performance. During these tests the 
Dynamitron attained terminal voltages up to 5.55 MV 
which were in excess of the requirement of 4 MV. After 
satisfactory completion of the voltage tests the beam 
tubes were installed and the process of beam tube con
ditioning was begun. This process, which consisted 
largely of soft electrical-discharge cleaning of tbe in
side surface of the beam tubes, was essential to ensure 
stable and spark-free high voltage performance. 

The Dynamitron was delivered to ANL in Septem
ber 1969 and installation was begun. 

ACCEPTANCE TESTS AT ANL 

A series of accelerator acceptance tests was begun 
following the basic installation of the FNG. Of the 
many tests carried out the most important were: 1) dc 
tests including voltage calibration, voltage stability, 
energy resolution, maximum voltage and maximum 
beam current specs, 2) pulsed beam tests including 
peak pulse current specs and pulse width tests, and 3) 
endurance runs. The voltage calibration measurements 
were made to establish an energy scale for all subse
quent tests. Four {p,n) reactions with well known 
thresholds were used tor the calibration: Li ' (p ,n) , 
Cu"" (p,r!), F " ( p , n ) , and Al-'(p,n) with thresholds re
spectively of 1.88060 ± 0.00007, 2.166 ± 0.01, 4.2343 
± 0.0008 and 5.7969 ± 0.0038 MeV. These measure
ments served to calibrate the 90 deg analyzing magnet 
with sufficient accuracy that the proton energy would 
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be known to better than ±10 keV over the entire oper
ating energy range from 1.5 to 8.0 MeV. Extrapolation 
from the 5.7969 JNIeV threshold was considered reliable 
because the 90 deg magnet was far enough from satu
ration that the Hall effect and nuclear magnetic reso
nance probes used to measure the field should give 
undistorted readings. After the energy scale was estab
lished the next step was to measure the energy resolu
tion and voltage stability. The energy resolution was 
determined at two points: at 1.880 MeV using the rise 
at threshold of the Li'(p,n) reaction, and at 6.0 JleV 
using a selected narrow resonance from the Al-'(p,n) 
reaction. A long counter placed at 0 deg neutron emis
sion angle was used to monitor the neutron yield from 
the Lv{p,n) reaction and an He-3 counter placed at 0 
deg to monitor the neutron yield from tbe Al-~ {p,n) 
reaction. The energy resolution was determined to be 
<2 keV at 1.880 MeV and < 8 keV at 6.0 MeV, within 
the required ± 2 kV allowable voltage fluctuation on 
the terminal. The voltage stability was determined at 
the same two points, by setting the proton energy to 
correspond to a position half way up the threshold rise 
of the Li'(p,n) reaction, and half way up the reso
nance in the Al-'(p,n) reaction. With the proton en
ergy so adjusted any voltage change is directly related 
to a change in the neutron yield of the reaction. With 
tbe proton energy fixed, the neutron yield was meas
ured every minute for periods up to I1/2 h. A plot of 
the measured yields was then related to changes in 
proton energy which was directly related to terminal 
voltage. The results of the measurements were that tbe 
proton energy varied by an amount < 150.0 V at 1.880 
MeV and <850. V at 6.0 MeV—well within tbe re
quired specs of ±2000 V. Next came a long period of 

beam tube conditioning to clean up the beam tubes and 
the internal structure of the pressure vessel so that the 
maximum voltage and beam current specs could be 
demonstrated. These specs were actually exceeded with 
a proton current on target of 65. /xA at 8.0 MeV and a 
deuteron current at target of 43 pA. The pulsed beam 
tests were then demonstrated. Requirements were for a 
pulse width of 2 nsec with a peak pulse current of 
1mA. The actual measurement yielded a peak pulse 
current of ~1.3 mA for a 2 nsec pulse width with a 
minimum attainable pulse width of 1.2 nsec. One of the 
requirements was for an endurance run of 100 h with a 
maximum down time of 15 h. The accelerator passed 
the endurance test on the first attempt. 

The FNG is to be used within the Applied Physics 
Division by two groups, the Applied Nuclear Physics 
and the Experimental Reactor Physics sections. The 
Applied Nuclear Physics group will utilize it primarily 
as a variable energy neutron source. By selecting neu
tron source reactions, e.g. Li'(p,Ji), T'{p,n), D=(d,n) 
and T^{d,n) the neutron energy range from keV neu
trons to 11. MeV and from 16. to 25. MeV can be 
covered. Nuclear cross sections to be investigated in
clude elastic and inelastic neutron scattering, neutron 
polarization, fission cross sections, (n,p), {n,a), (n,2n), 
{n,n'y) and (n,-^) reactions. The Experimental Reactor 
Physics group will use the pulsed proton or deuteron 
beam from the FNG by directing it at a neutron-pro
ducing target in the core of a fast reactor. Tbe purpose 
of the program is the investigation of neutron spectra 
from fast reactors. If the FNG performs as well in the 
future as it has to date (the pressure vessel has not 
been opened for more than nine months), it should 
prove a very efficient and productive facility. 

111-2. Klystron Buncher for Pulsed FNG Single-Ended Operation 

D. L. SMITH 

Modifications required tor nanosecond-range pulsing 
of tbe Applied Physics Division Fast-Xeutron Gen
erator in single-ended operation are being made at 
Argonne National Laboratory. Fast pulsing is to be 
achieved by time compression ot ion bursts from a 
pulsed source in tbe terminal through the use of a 
klystron bundling tube. The FNG tandem injector is 
already equipped with a klystron buncher which has 
performed well during fast-pulsing tests of the FXG in 
tandem operation. The results of a design study on 
klystron bunching for the FNG in single-ended opera

tion are presented here. This study has shown that a 
time compression factor of 10:1 or better is feasible for 
protons CH-^), molecular hydrogen ( ' H J ) , deuterons 
{m+), c-particles ('He++), and helimis ('He+ and 
'He++) over the entire usable range of terminal po
tentials (800-4000 kV) it a small ( ~ 6 cm long) bimcher 
tube is suitably placed in tbe terminal and is driven by 
an oscillator with peak-to-peak output voltages in the 
range 0-10 kV at 15.0 MHz. 

Time compression of a beam pulse width by klystron 
bunching is a well established technique.'-' The basic 
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TABLE III-2-I. F IXED DESIGN PARAMETERS FOR THE FNG 

SINGLE-ENDED BUNCHER SYSTEM 

XGI = 0.5 
XB = 6.0 

A'ci = 0.5 
XBMLO = 2.0 

XML = 32.0 
XAT = 365.0 

cm 
cm 
cm 
cm 

cm 
18B5.0 cm (not critical) 

Buncher frequency - 15.0 MHz 

prmciple is the following: A pulse of essentially mono
energetic ions is required to traverse a region with an 
oscillating longitudinal electric field component prior to 
injection into the aoi'elerator tube. The frequency, 
phase, and amplitude of the oscillation are chosen so 
that the ions which arrive early are slowed down .some
what in tbe region whereas those which arrive late are 
speeded up in such a way that the entire burst is com
pressed in time when it arrives on target. Tbe price one 
pays is a loss in energy homogeneity and some deterio
ration in the beam focusing characteristics. Several 
variations of tbe application of this principle are 
possible when choosing a design for a bunching system. 
The design described by Tykes.son and Wiedling^ was 
chosen as a model for the FNG single-ended buncher 
because this particular design has the worthwhile 
feature that only slight changes in the phase of the 
buncher voltage are reiiuired as tbe accelerator energy 
is varied over its usable range. 

For computational purposes, tbe source, buncher, 
accelerator tube and final drift tube to the target were 
represented mathematically by uniform longitudinal 
electric field regions with sharply defined boundaries. 
Tbe transverse electric field components which de
termine the optics of tbe system were neglected. How
ever, certain constraints were imposed upon the ad
justable potentials in order to adhere to requisite focus
ing conditions. A computer program was developed to 
study the time .schedules of ions injected under various 
operating conditions. The regions which the ions tra
verse are described below, in the order in which they are 
encountered by the ions during their journey from tbe 
sweep aperture to the target (all potentials except 
FjxT are expressed relative to ground at tbe target): 

1. First bunching gap: gap length A'm between the 
sweep aperture at potential Vc and the buncher 
tube entrance at potential Va -t- Vos sin {oil -\- (p), 

2. Buncher tube interior: tube length XB with po
tential VB + Vos sin {o)t + <l>) and zero electric 
field. 

3. Second bunching gap: gap length A'oj between the 
exit of the buncher tube at potential Vn -\-
Vos sin {wt -b 4i) and another aperture at poten
tial Vc • 

4. Main lens gap: gap length XB.VLO between aperture 
at potential Vc and tbe main lens electrode at 
potential VML • 

5. ^laiii lens interior: field free region of length A'.WL 
at potential VML • 

T.\BLE 1II-2-II. T I M E SCHEDULES FOR TWO *He'*' IONS INJECTED 10 nsec AP.VKT ADB ACCELEK.YTED BY THE FNG TO 4000 keV 

.\T THE TARGET 

{Values for parameters not listed in TABLE I: VEXT = 30.0 kV, Vc - 3970.0 kV, VB = 3970.0 kV, Vos - 4.673 kV, 
VML = 3905.0 kV, ((. = 2,250 radians). 

Element Time In, 
nsec 

Time Out, 
nsec 

Transit Time, 
nsec 

Velocity In, 
cm ^nsec 

Velocity Out. 
cm/nsec 

Energy In, 
keV 

Energy Out, 
keV 

FIRST ION 

1st gap 
Buncher 
2nd gap 
Main lens gap 
Main lens 
Accel, tube 
Drift tube 

0.000 
3.717 

49.476 
63.184 
63.556 

193.319 
589.125 

3.717 
49.476 
53.184 
63.556 

193.319 
589.125 

1756.404 

3.717 
45.759 
3.707 

10.372 
129.763 
395.800 

1167.279 

0.138 
0.131 
0.131 
0.139 
0.240 
0.240 
1.597 

0.131 
0.131 
0.139 
0.246 
0.246 
1.597 
1.597 

30.000 
26.941 
26.941 
30.296 
95.295 
95.295 

4000.209 

26.941 
26.941 
30.290 
95.295 
95.295 

4000.209 
4000.209 

SECOND ION 

1st gap 
Buncher 
2nd gap 
Main lens gap 
Main lens 
Accel, tube 
Drift tube 

10.000 
, 13.591 

56.237 
59.669 
69.566 

195.847 
589.973 

13.591 
56.237 
59.669 
69.566 

195.847 
589.973 

1756.475 

3.591 
42.646 
3.431 
9.896 

126.281 
394.126 

1166.502 

0.138 
0.140 
0.140 
0.150 
0.253 
0.263 
1.598 

0.140 
0.140 
0.150 
0.253 
0.253 
1.598 
1.598 

,30.000 
31.017 
31.017 
36.624 

100.623 
100.623 

4005.537 

31.017 
31.017 
35.624 

100.623 
100.623 

4005.537 
4005.637 
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TABLE III-2-III . VALL-ES OF ADJUSTABLE FNG SINGLE-

ENDED BUNCHING PARAMETERS APPROPRI.VTE FOR VARIOUS 

OPER.VTING CONDITIONS 

Final Energy, 
keV 

Phase, 
radians 

Peak-to-Peak 
Amplitude of 

Buncher 
Voltage, kV 

^H-̂  (protons): VgxT = 15.4 kV, EEXT = 15.4 keV 

800 

2400 

4000 

2.696 

2.690 

2.696 

4.6 

44.6 

84.6 (65.0) 

1.684 

6.416 

9.112 

Ĥ"*" (molecular hydrogen) and '̂ H"'" (deuterons): 
VEXT = 30.8 kV (30.0), EBXT = 30.8 keV (30.0) 

800 

2400 

4000 

2.696 

2.696 

2.696 

-10.0 (1.0) 

30.0 

70.0 (65.0) 

1.800 

5.600 

10.000 

'He-^+ (a-particles): Vexr = 30.8 kV (30.0), 
EExr = 61.6 keV (60.0) 

1600 

4800 

8000 

2.690 

2.696 

2.696 

-10.0 (1.0) 

30.0 

70.0 (65.0) 

1.800 

5.600 

10.000 

'He* (singly ionized helions): Vixr = 46.2 kV (30.0), 
EEXT = 46.2 keV (30.0) 

800 
2400 
4000 

10.0 

30.0 

70.0 

(1.0) 

(65.0) 

1.800 
5.400 
9.346 

^He"^ (doubly ionized helions): VEXT = 23.1 kV, 
EEXT = 46.2 keV 

1600 

4800 

8000 

2.696 

2.696 

2.690 

-3.1 (1.0) 

36.9 

70.9 (65.0) 

1.600 

6.000 

9.828 

6. Accelerator tube: uniform electric field of length 
XAT \\'ith uniform potential drop from VML to zero. 

7. Drift tube: field-free region of length XBTE at 
ground potential between the high-energy end of 
the accelerator tube and the target. 

The values chosen for the fixed parameters of the 
FNG single-ended buncher system are presented in 
Table III-2-I. Several parameters, such as the accelera
tor tube length, were restricted at the outset. The 15.0 
MHz buncher voltage frequency is a frequency har
monic of 1.25 i l H z , the frequency of the main oscillator 
used to drive the pulser deflectors as well as the buncher. 

In operation, ions \\ith energies ^CVEXT are swept 
across the sweep aperture and the buncher voltage 
phase is chosen so that the oscillating component 
Vos sin (toi + 4>) is in the vicinity of zero-crossing when 
a pulse of ions to be bunched arrives at the first bunch
ing gap. This permits usage of the most Unear portion 

of the sinusoidal modulation voltage. The extractor 
voltage VEXT is chosen so that the transit time of the 
ions in the bunclier tube is approximately a half period 
of the buncher frequency. Tykesson and Wiedling^ 
point out that satisfactory bunching can be achieved 
provided the relation 

y^ period < transit time < ^-i period (1) 

is satisfied. The time spent by ions in the two gaps is 
small compared \\ii\\ the time spent in the buncher. 
The injection energy can be chosen independently over 
a wide range of terminal voltages provided that the 
equation 

final particle energy 
particle energy at injection 

(2) 

^•\-{Vc- F « 0 
;40 , 

which expresses the correct tube optics condition for 
the FNG, is satisfied. 

The bunching action of the klystron tube can be 
understood within the framework of the model described 
above by studying two typical bunching schedules. The 
schedules in Table III-2-II show that two ^He"'' ions 
injected 10 nanoseconds apart into the accelerator 
arrive on target at nearly the same time with an ener^ 
difference of ;=^5.5 keV after acceleration to :^4000 
keV. An mteresting point is that most of the bunching 
occurs when the ions have low-energy (i.e., in the 
terminal of the FNG). 

Computer calculations were made to determine 
values of VEXT , Vc — VML , Voa and <i> required for 
bunching the different species of ions at several repre
sentative final energies. The results are presented in 
Table III-2-III. Values in parentheses represent those 
accessible in practice due to limitations in the terminal 
power suppUes. Acceptable bunching is feasible in 
each instance in spite of these limitations. 

Based upon these resuhs, a buncher tube assembly 
has been designed and will be constructed at Argonne 
National Laboratory. This unit ^\ill add about 4 in. to 
the present length of the terminal assembly and an 
additional weight which probably will not exceed 10 
lbs. 
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III-3. T ime-of -F l ight Errors i n Pulsed Neutron M ea s urem ent s 
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In most pulsed neutron experiments there is an ap
preciable distance between the detector and the source. 
Because of the wide range of velocities, neutrons de
tected at time t may have been emitted over a wide 
range of earlier times. Consequently, the time de
pendence of the detector count rate is not the same as 
the time dependence of the source intensity. Although 
the errors in the decay curves are usually small and are 
often ignored, the errors in capture cross sections meas
ured by the pulsed neutron method are more serious 
since they depend on differences between similar num
bers. 

The time dependence of the detector count rate has 
the form 

mean hfe T' as calculated from C{t) is 

C(() = exp ( - ( / r„ ) 
JLIVQI 

E{x)x' 

exp [L/(iioTo.r) — .1--] dx, 

where »o is the most probable neutron velocity, x — 
»/»o, To is the true mean hfe, L is the neutron track 
length, and E{x) is the detector efficiency. The apparent 

/(() [i'"^«r (2) 

Obviously T'(() will vary with time unless the integral 
in Eq. 1 approaches a constant value. Usually this does 
not happen since for L ^ 0 the exponent becomes posi
tive for small x. 

The principal causes of the trouble are tlie very slow 
neutrons. These can be preferentially removed by 
covering the detector with a l /« absorber. This intro
duces a factor exp (—So d/x) into E{x) where d is the 
absorber thickness and So is the macroscopic capture 
cross section at !io. If So d > L/var the integral in Eq. 
1 will approach a constant value and T' will approach 
T o . 

This material and its experimental verification have 
been reported in Ref. 1. 
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III-4. T i m e Reso lut ion of a Ge(Li) Detector i n (n,n'y) Experiments 

W. P . POENITZ 

Measurements of -y-rays associated with the inelastic 
neutron scattering process is a technique in use for 
some time. The relatively recent application of lith
ium-drifted germanium detectors in such measure
ments has led to a tremendous improvement of the 
energy-resolution. One of the major problems in such 
V-ray experiments is a sufficient separation between the 
prompt y-rays emitted from the sample material and 
the effects due to primary and scattered fast neutrons. 
This problem is usually solved by employing the 
time-of-flight method. The time resolution and an on
line computer rise-time correction have been tested in 
the application of a 7 cra^ planar Ge(Li) detector in 
{n,n'y) experiments. 

The experimental setup for the determination of the 
time resolution of the Ge(Li) detector is shown sche
matically in Fig. I I I -4-1 . The preamplifier and the 
tunnel diode discriminators used for the Ge(Li) detec

tor have been designed at Argonne National 
Laboratory.' The time resolution is a function of the 
•y-energy and it has been measured by selecting by 
means of the computer storage program photo peaks of 
several radioactive samples. The results from these 
measurements using Co-60, Na-22, Np-239 (fed by 
Am-243), and Ba-133 samples are shown in Fig. I I I -
4-2. In the lower energy range some contributions to 
the time resolution is due to the plastic detector; for 
Co-60 this contribution has been experimentally deter
mined (1.4 nsec at 1.3 MeV) and corrected. The values 
obtained compare well with recently reported 
results.^"^ 

A digital correction has been applied to the incom
ing time information in order to correct for the time 
shifts due to differences in the rise-time. The effect of 
this correction is demonstrated by the spectra shown in 
Figs. III-4-3 and III-4-4 which have been obtained 
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Fifi. 1II-4-1. Experimental Test Setup. ANL Neg. No. 
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F I G . II1-4-2. Time Resolution as a Function of Gamma 
Energj-. ANL Neg. No. 116-619. 

with the setup as shown in Fig. III-4-1, using Co-60 
and Np-239 samples. All pulses have been stored, 
though the main contributions were from the 1.33 MeV 
and 1.17 MeV photo peaks of the Co-60 sample and 
the ~100 keV photopeaks of the Np-239 sample. Fig. 
III-4-3 shows the resolution curve without the on-line 
rise-time correction and Fig. III-4-4 shows this curve 
with the on-line rise-time correction. 

The measurements showed that a sufficient separa-
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F I G . III-4-3. Time Resolution for a Co-60 and Np-239 Sam
ple. (No Rise-Time Correction). A.NL .\'eg. .Vo. 116-516. 

Ge(Li) 
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CHANNELS 

F I G . iri-4-4. Time Resolution for a Co-60 and N'p-239 Sam
ple (with On-Line Rise-Time Correction). ANL Neg. No. 116-
518. 

tion between the prompt y-rays and the fast neutrons 
can be obtained with a flight path of about 40-50 cm 
and neutron energies <2 MeV. However, care has to be 
taken for the reduced "dynamical" efficiency of the 
detector in such applications for lower y-energies. 
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III-o. V a r i a t i o n o f E f f i c i e n c y o f a G e ( L i ) D e t e c t o r a s a F u n c t i o n o f S o u r c e D i s t a n c e 

D. L. SMITH 

The variation of detector efficiency with radiation 
source distance is an important consideration for many 
experiments. Whenever the distance from the source to 
the detector is of the same order of magnitude as the 
dimensions ot the detector, the simple inverse square 
rule is no longer valid. This problem is almost always 
encountered when Ge(Li) detectors are utihzed because 
these devices have relatively low efficiency and must be 
placed close to radiation sources in order to obtain satis
factory real-event count rates in the presence of back
ground. 

Measurements and calculations of the variation in 
full-energy peak detection efficiency with source dis
tance have been made for a planar Ge(Li) detector in 
conjunction with point gamma-ray sources. The results 
of this investigation will be reported here. 

Figure III-5-1 is a schematic diagram of the geometry 
involved. Several simplifying assumptions are made at 
the outset to keep the problem reasonably tractable: 

1) Multiple scattering is neglected. 
2) Edge effects in the detector are neglected. 
3) The detector is assumed to be a right circular 

cylinder with no dead region intervening between the 
source and the active volume. 

4) The fraction, / , of events appearing in the full-
energy peak is assumed to be independent of geometry. 

An intrinsic efficiency function I{r) is defined by the 
equation 

In this limit. 

-fS 
U/r' 

(1 •') Kr), (1) 

where Y is the detector count-rate, S is the source 
.strength, A is the front-face area (TTO )̂ of the detector, r 
is the normal distance from the source (on-axis) to the 
front face of the detector, T is the thickness of the de
tector, and p. is the inverse attenuation length for 
germanium (see Ref. 1 for values of p). 

The effective center of the detector varies with the 
gamma-ray energy and is assumed to be at a depth z 
from the front face, where 

In-
1 + er 

(2) 

This is the depth at which half of the incident radiation 
has been absorbed or scattered. 

There are three domains of interest, based upon the 
energy of the gamma radiation; 

1) Low-Energy Gamma Rays, (/jr » 1, z ~ 0): 

^ / S ( l - cos[ tan ' ' (aA)]) (3) 

Irir) (1 — cos [tan ' (a / t ' ) ] | . 

2) High-Energy Gamma Rays, {pr « 1, 2 
In this limit. 

/ « ( > • ) 

^ / ^ . . l n { s e c [ t a n - ( - ^ ) ] 

2^ In {sec [ t a n - ( ^ ^ ^ ) ] 

3) Intermediate-Energy Gamma Rays, [pr ; 
given by Eq. (2)]: 

Hr) = ^ (1 • ' ) - ' 1 

sine e 'dd 

; = tan \r + z) 

(4) 

^ J^r) : 

(5) 

(6) 

1, J is 

(7) 

(8) 

and Y is given by Eq. (1). 
The predictions of these formulas were compared 

with experimental measurements made with various 

de ^-,'''' ' 

-"^-^ l e D 
r 
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p 

F I G . III-5-1. Side-View Schematic Drawing of a Planar 
Cylindrical Ge{Li) Detector and a Point Radiation Source 
Located at S on the Detector Axis. Radiation Emitted Between 
e and e -i- dd is Assumed to be Detected Within the Shaded 
Region at an Average Position Identified by the Point P. 
ANL Neg. No. lld-lU. 
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gamma-ray calibration sources and a 7.2 cm' planar 
Ge(Li) detector. Corrections were made for analyzer 
comiting detidtime and sum coincidence effects.^ Un
certainties due to statistics and source disttmce were 
taken into consideration. Tlie results of this investiga
tion are shown in Fig. III-5-2. The agreement of the 
appropriate formulas with the data is quite good within 
the limits of experimental accuracy. Inaccuracies in 
measurement of the source distance contribute pre

dominantly to the overall experimental error at close 
distances. The effect of finite source extent on the effi
ciency function is currently under investigation. 
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III-6. On-Line and Interactive Computer S y s t e m 

J. WHALEN, P. GUENTHER and W. POENITZ 

The integration of the new SEL 840 M.P. computer 
subsystems into the experimental program of the FNG 
group will involve a great deal of design and modifica
tion in both hardware and software. Some components 
which will provide a basic working system have been 
completed and tested. 

The primary hardware addition consists of a dual 
analog-to-digital converter subsystem and computer 
controlled scaler subsystem both with appropriate in
terface circuitry for compatibility with the 840 M.P. 
Both of these subsystems were modified versions of 
identical units used with the 160-A on-line computer. 
These were built and modified by the Electronics Divi
sion, ANL, using a more efficient method of electronic 
packaging. 

The new interface for analog-to-digital converters 
takes advantage of the longer computer word length of 
the 840 M.P. and permits the strobing of both ADCs 
(24 bits) into the computer on a single input instruc
tion. This results in less programming space and the 
saving of a great deal of time, especially considering 
the increased speed of the computer (factor of four). 
An additional improvement is gained with this new 
ADC system in the utilization of the extensive external 
interrupt network available on the 840 M.P. Modifica
tions were made to the 840 M.P. so that the levels of 
priority for all external interrupts can be arbitrarily 
arranged by the individual experimenter on a patch 
board. The ADCs trigger one of these interrupt levels 
when an event is available for processing, thus permit
ting foreground-background operations with no loss of 
time. The interface is designed to accommodate two 
additional sets of ADCs which will be added to the 
system. Any set will be selectable by the program. An 
additional patch board is available for reading routing 
signals along with ADC information. 

The computer controlled scaler subsystem occupies 
the second data terminal of the 840 M.P. There are six 
individually addressable scalers, two of which are of 
the pre-set variety. Any scaler can be individually 
started, stopped, cleared, or read by the computer. The 
recognition pulse from the pre-set scaler can be used to 
trigger an interrupt level in the 840 M.P. and start, 
stop, or clear any other scaler. The inputs to the scal
ers can be switched from external sources to a continu
ous internal clock or a gated internal clock. 

The software efforts required for system integration 
can be divided into two categories: a) modifications to 
software delivered with the system, b) modification of 
software written ior the CDC 160-A computer to allow 
it to run properly on the 840 M.P., c) creation of new 
software. Although considerable effort was expended 
on the first two categories, the net result was a de
bugged software operating system containing an execu
tive program, a Fortran compiler, a mnemonic assem
bler, and a number of utility routines for specific 
stand-alone purposes. The largest part of this software 
will be used for off-line data processing. 

The third category included one major effort to cre
ate an on-line operating system specifically structured 
for the FNG group to standardize as much as possible 
on-line data accumulation and processing. It was felt 
that standardization, especially in the area of "opera
tor-computer" interactions, would greatly minimize 
the possibility of man-made errors when the experi
ment is serviced by less experienced personnel. This 
on-line operating system known as "CONSP" provides 
a variety of control options, all initiated from the 
typewriter which maintains the highest priority inter
rupt at all times. I t is possible at any time to interrupt 
any process from the typewriter in order to perform 
such operations as start, stop, hold, continue, display, 
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insert, add, store on disk, store on paper tape, etc. 
Although the format for initiating these options will 
remain fixed, the individual experimenter can tailor 
the actual data accumulation and processing to fit his 

specific needs and in this way off-hour personnel left in 
charge of an experiment need only be familiar with one 
set of instructions. "CONSP" will be expanded as the 
specific needs develop. 

III-7. Critical Reactivity Measurement Techniques at the Zero Power 
P l u t o n i u m Reactor (ZPPR) 

R. W. Goix and C. L. BECK 

Reactivity sample worth measurements are per
formed at ZPPR using two techniques. Both methods 
require that data be recorded using the ZPPR on-line 
computer^ {see Paper III-S) and ZPPR standard data 
acquisition program. 

The first reactivity worth determination technique is 
based upon the inverse kinetics solution for the power 
history recorded while the sample is being driven along 
a traverse path. The power level and sample position are 
recorded for input to the inverse kinetics program. The 
inverse kinetics solution provides the reactivity worth 
as a function of sample position. 

The second method for determining reactivity sample 
worths involves the autorod. Sample position and auto
rod position are recorded at specified points along the 
sample traverse path. The autorod calibration (reac
tivity as a function of position) is used to convert the 
autorod position to a reactivity worth for the various 
sample positions. A description of the basic components 
of the data acquisition and evaluation programs for the 
reactivity worth determinations is presented below. 
These basic components apply equally well regardless of 
the origin of the reactivity change. 

ZPPR ON-LINE COMPUTER DATA 

ACQUISITION PHOGRAM 

A general purpose computer jjrogram has been WTlt-
ten for the ZPPR on-line computer to acquire, store, 
and process data from the ZPPR reactor. The hardware 
interfacing between the reactor and the computer is 
described in Paper III-8. The available data include 
directly addressable scalers and multiplexed digital 
information. 

The multiplexed information includes a shift time, 
manual data, and twelve shaft encoder readouts. The 
time is a five digit number expressing the relative tinie 
within an eight-hour shift in terms of hours, minutes 
and seconds. The manual data entry is a five digit num
ber which is entered by an experimenter from a control 

panel in the control room. The encoder readout.^ give 
the positions of the various control rods and shim rods as 
well as the position of the autorod and sample changer 
or Doppler drive. The scan time of the multiplexer is 6.4 
msec. The maximum sampling rate is usually chosen to 
be 100 scans per second. The computer resets the multi
plexer scan and enables the appropriate interrupt so that 
each multiplexer channel is input as it becomes available 
from the multiplexer. 

The scalers are input independently of the multi
plexer, thus allowing a different sampling rate for the 
scalers and the multiplexer. Recording of the data is 
based on the sampling rate of the scalers. The multi
plexer readouts may be sampled at the same rate as the 
scalers or at a faster rate and averaged over the record
ing time interval. 

The data acquisition program allows up to eight dif
ferent inputs to be sampled for each scan. The data are 
accumulated into 100 scan blocks for output to mag
netic tape. While data are being written on magnetic 
tape, a second block of data is assembled in a second 
100 scan buffer. A software "switch" keeps the input 
buffer and the output buffer separated for the computer 
operations. Since the time required to write a data rec
ord on magnetic tape is small compared with the time 
required to accumulate the next data record, some com
puter processing time is available for on-line data 
processing. Because of various interleaving timing re
strictions, the processing of data point-by-point as it is 
input is inadvisable. Background processing is allowed 
to begin only after a 100 scan block has been filled and 
the output to magnetic tape has begun. 

The data acquisition program provides the control 
room teletype as an experimenter communications de
vice. The experimenter can type in the command "test" 
together with a time interval specification, and the 
program will sample and edit all available scalers and 
multiplexer channels. The values are displayed on the 
control room cathode ray tube (CRT) as well as the 
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computer room line printer. Thus a check is provided to 
ensure that the experimental e(iuipment is functioning 
correctly. 

The initialization of the data acquisition program 
involves teletype communication from the experimenter 
to specify the date, run number, assembly number and 
power level, and a title explaining the experiment to be 
performed. The program then allows up to eight dif
ferent inputs to be selected from the counters and multi
plexer channels. Data channels from the multiplexer 
may be selected for averaging at this time. A sampling 
time for the multiplexer data and a recording time, 
which also sets the sampling time for the counters, is 
specified. At this point the program prints a message on 
the teletype to notify the experimenter that "Data is in 
Progress". The program also initializes the background 
program that will provide the on-line calculations. At 
the end of 100 scans of data the magnetic tape record 
'Kill be written and the background program will be 
called. 

RE.\CTIVITY ME.\.SUREMENTS 

To determine the reactivity worth of a sample in
serted in the ZPPR reactor we must take the difference 
of the reactivity worth of the traverse mechanism with 
and n-ithout the sample inserted. For encapsulated 
samples the difference must be for the traverse mecha
nism with the sample and with an empty capsule. The 
problem is to determine the reactivity as a function of 
position for the traverse mechanism whether with or 
nithout a sample. Two methods are available for de
termining the reactivity. An inverse kinetics solution to 
a power history determines the reactivity directly while 
the autorod position converts to reactivity indirectly 
through the autorod calibration function. Two types of 
reactivity worth determinations are possible. The sam
ple and dummy may be driven along the traverse path 
to provide a continuous set of reactivity versus posi
tion values, or the sample and dummy may be held 
stationary at preselected positions along the path to 
allow for reactivity averaging at these positions. The 
first method is best suited for large-worth samples while 
the latter technique lends itself well to small worth 
samples. A polynomial fit to the continuous traverse 
reactivity versus position information compensates for 
drift and provides a convenient method of presenting 
the results. 

To evaluate the reactivity worth of a sample when 
using the method of a,s.sembling data at stationary 
positions along the traverse path a drift correction 
must be included. When central worth measurements 
are made, the sample is stopped at the "out" position 
and at the "in" position for eciual periods of time. The 

average reactivity is determined for each position and 
the reactivity change between the "in" and "out" 
positions is calculated by 

At = J « P i - 3P2 + iPi, - 4P4 -I- 3P5 - Ps), (1) 

where P i , Pi and P j arc the average reactivities at the 
three "in" positions and P 2 , P j and P, are the average 
reactivities at the "out" positions. To get the sample 
reactivity we must subtract off the A7i due to the empty 
capsule and traverse mechanism. 

Equation 1 provides a second order drift correction. 
The evaluation of Ak can be done on-line for the auto
rod data since extensive calculations are not required. 
To extend the drift correction to a higher order, the 
data may be evaluated off-line using a technique similar 
to that outlined below. However, the second order 
drift correction calculation outlined above provides 
teletype results for experimental monitoring. 

The data recorded during a reactivity sample traverse 
can be expressed in terms of reactivity as a function of 
sample position {x) and time (<) 

g{x,t) = f{x) + F{t), (2) 
where 

g{x,t) = the reactivity corresponding to the autorod 
position (or power level in the case of in
verse kinetics) 

f{x) = reactivity worth due to sample position 
F{t) = reactivity as a function of time and corre

sponds to temperature drift and other mis
cellaneous effects. 

Now by definition, the sample position is constant 
from time ( = (, to < = t,+i and therefore f(x) is con
stant, 

S(x) = A-, , ti<t< (,+1. (3) 

The reactivity drift function can be expressed as a 
polynominal in time. 

F{t) = E «;(" 
j - l 

(4) 

For the purposes of this discussion, let F{t) be a third 
order polynomial. 

F{t) = aC -I- U^ -I- d + d. (5) 

Hence, during the time interval when the sample posi
tion is constant, Eq. 2 becomes 

G{t) = g{x,t) = at' 4- hf -|- d 

+ d + ki ti < t < ti+i. 
(6) 

Now we use the least squares method of curve fitting 
to provide the best fit of the reactivity data G{t) to a 



276 / / / . Experimental Techniques and Facilities 

third order drift curve F{t) plus a reactivity change due 
to sample positioning fcj. 

The sum of the squared deviations is 

cti - d - kif, (7) S = E E [G{ti) - at) - bt] 
(-1 i-ji 

where 
A'' = number of sample positions 
/,• s number of the data point corresponding to t, . 

The above expression gives the sum of the deviations 
for all sample positions. To minimize the sum of the 
squares we chose the curve according to 

?^ = 0 = JlT.i'AGd,) ~ at] - U] - ds -d-h] (8) 
da i=i i=j , 

riCJ " Ji + l 

j f = 0 = E E t]lG{tj) - at] - bt] - di - d - h] (9) 
do 1-1 , - j , 

r,C} " • ' i + 1 

— = 0 = E E tilGiti) - at] - bt] - di -d-h] (10) 
dc i=i i=Ji 

3§ = 0 = E E IGUi) - at] - bt] - ct'i -d-h] 
oa 1 = 1 ;=J-( 

(11) 

The four equations 8 through 11 contain 4 -|- JV 
unknowns. However, a matrix can be formed to give 
3 -\- N equations with 3 -|- Â  unknowns if the follow
ing procedure is followed. 

Define i i = 0. Find all other ki, i > 1, values rela
tive to d. 

Using Eq. (11) we may form N equations which may 
be used with Eqs. (8) through (10) to provide Â  -f 3 
equations to solve for a, b, c, d and kt {2 < i < M), 
(See below for the resulting set of equations.) The stand
ard matrix solution routines on the SEL 480 MP have 
proven satisfactory for solving this system of equa
tions. 

The above derivation could be carried through for 
any order drift curve by simply using 

G{t) = Ol -(- flzf -I- a^f - ! - • • • + ajn - 1 + ki. (13) 

Thus, one obtains the time drift behavior of the reactor 
over the period of interest in addition to the constant 
relative reactivity at each stationary position of the 
sample. 

•'JV + I 

+ k. E l " 

+ k,T,t) 

EEi?G((,)=aEE«' + bEEi5 + c E E ( / + dEE«HfeE*? + fc3E«;-
i J i i i 3 I ; 1 3 7=-fi 3=Ji 

T,'i:t]G{ti) = aj:j:t]+bT.T.tHcj:j:t]+dZT.t]+k,tt]+hj:ih 

E E *,«(«,) = a E E « ' + bEE*5 + cEE«? + d E E ( y + «.-2 E^y + fcaE «,+ •••+*:^ E'y 
i i i J i i I J I J i=J2 3=Ji ' '" 

E G{ti) = a E <? + ft E «5 + c E '>• + <̂  .E 1 

JN+I 

E 
3=AN 

'EG{ti) = a E t] + bT, t] + c E 4, + d E l+fc2 E 1 

E G{ii) = a E J? + 6 E I? -I- <: E «y + rf E 1 + • • • + 0 -h ;c3 E 1 

E G{t,) = a E *y + 6 E (? + c E «y + rf E 1 + 0 + 0 • • • -h fc„ E 1 

R E F E R E N C E S 

1. R. W. Goin, C. L. Beck, J. E . Hutton and A. L. Hess, On- actor, Reactor Physics Division Annual Report, July 1. 
Line Computer System for the Zero Power Plutonium Re- 1968 to June 30, 1969, ANL-7610, p. 371. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Collections and on-line analysis of much of the ex
perimental data at the ZPPR facility is accomplished 
through a general purpose data collection system com
posed of an 840 MP computer and a remote I /O sys
tem. This paper describes the changes and additions 
made to the I /O system since it was first reported,' the 
experimental setups in which it has been used to the 
present time, and setups which are planned for the 
near future. The paper also reviews the system for 
consistency with the initial design concepts, discusses 
improvements which can be made, and suggests con
cepts which will be helpful in designing similar sys
tems in the future. 

DESCRIPTION OF I /O SYSTEM 

The following is a summary of the I /O system as 
reported in Ref. 1. 

The remote I /O system collects experimental data 
from various locations in the ZPPR facility and trans
mits them to the central SEL 840 M P computer. 
Where required, results of the analysis can be returned 
to the appropriate remote terminal for display and 
control. 

This system is flexible, allowing development of new 
experiments, while at the same time configuration con
trol can be maintained when it is desired to set up and 
run previously developed collection systems. 

To achieve flexibility modular construction and 
standard interfaces have been used throughout the sys
tem, thus insuring interchangeability of experiments 
and equipment between stations. Computer channels, 
control lines, and interrupts are routed to remote sta
tions as needed. The control logic is tailored to specific 
jobs by removable patch panels which, for established 
tasks, are permanently wired or provided with a cover. 

To assist experimental personnel in the setup and 
checkout of new techniques, data are transmitted on 
data busses to minimize the number of individual 
connections required for setup. Standard interface and 
timing logic is prewired to eliminate race and other 
control logic problems. In addition, manual controls 
are synchronized to the system clock and sync circuits 
are provided for external signals to avoid async-to-
sync problems. Local displays and controls operate in

dependently from the computer for checkout of new 
systems and problem isolation. 

The data buss structure and computer channels do 
not normally change between jobs; therefore, many 
routine jobs require only changing of the experimental 
inputs, patch panel, and computer programs. 

The system can be separated into three types of 
subsystems, the SEL digital I /O unit, data link selec
tor unit, and the remote I /O terminal. 

SEL DIGITAL l / O UNIT 

This unit provides an interface between the SEL 840 
M P I /O buss and the data link selector, the necessary 
synchronizing signals for I /O operations, and the sig
nal conditioning for the interrupt lines. This unit also 
provides 24-bit output channels, 24-bit input channels, 
twenty-four control lines, two 16-bit status channels 
and ten interrupt lines for use by the experimenter. 

DATA LINK SELECTOR ( D L S ) 

This unit routes control signals, timing pulses, and 
data to and from the remote I /O terminals. 

All signals are transmitted through identical 25 pair 
connectors; therefore, the configuration of the busses 
can be adjusted to meet the requirements of particular 
experiments by <noving connectors in the DLS. 

REMOTE l / O TERMINAL 

One remote I /O terminal located at each experimen
tal station provides operator controls and displays in 
addition to data collection and timing equipment. 
Each terminal is modular in construction, containing 
three types of units; control, display, and experimental 
equipment housing. 

The control unit contains the signal conditioning 
and control circuits required for transmission of data 
to and from the computer. Manual controls, indicators, 
timing pulses, computer interrupt and control lines, 
and logic units are also provided on a removable patch 
panel for control and interface with experimental 
equipment. 

The display unit provides a display of computer 
generated data or the experimental equipment output 
at the remote station. 

Standard nuclear instrument module (NIM) bins 
are used for the experimental equipment built for the 
system. These bins will also accept many commercial 
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counters, A /D converters, discriminators, amplifiers, 
and high voltage power supplies. 

NEW SYSTEM DESCRIPTIONS 

The following additions and modifications have been 
made to the original system: (1) An External Block 
Transfer Control (EXT ETC) capability has been 
added to the SEL 840 MP Computer. (2) The SEL 840 
MP Computer which is located in the computer room 
has been interfaced with the SEL 810 A Computer, 
some 125 feet distant in the counting room. (3) Several 
interface modules have been built including an Up-
Down Counter, Shift Register, ADC Interface, Relay 
Control, Manual Data Entry, and a Printed Circuit 
Card Test Module. 

The external ETC feature of the computer provides 
a means for entering data directly to core without 
interrupting the program being executed by the Cen
tral Processing Unit. Both the data and the memory 
location where it is to be stored are supplied from 
outside the computer. To take advantage of this fea
ture, the necessary priority logic, address counters, and 
channel selection logic to set up several independent 
data buffers in core are included in the Data Link 
Selector. 

SEL 840 MP TO SEL 810 A I N T E R F A C E 

The SEL 840 MP Computer System and the SEL 
810 A Computer System have been equipped with an 
ANL designed I /O which enables data transfer t o / 
from each other, much like a peripheral device. 

The SEL 810 A is interfaced to the SEL 840 MP for 
high speed 16 bit parallel operation, with cable termi
nators, cable drivers, and control and sync logic to 
insure uniform timing and data communication. 

Data may be transferred from the SEL 810 A to the 
SEL 840 MP or from the SEL 840 MP to the SEL 810 
A. The SEL 810 A can also transfer data to the SEL 
840 M P by way of Block Transfer Control (BTC). 

ZPPR UP-DOWN COUNTER 

This module provides two 24-bit counter registers 
with the capability of parallel setting and up/down 
counting. They can also be separated into two 20-bit 
counters and two 4-bit counters. Counting is performed 
through two clock lines, one controlling the count in 
the up direction and the other in the down direction. 

Pulse rate and other frequency information up to 2 
MHz can be collected through two ENC connectors on 
the front or through two connectors on the back of the 
NIM bin which holds the unit. All controls plus the 

clock inputs appear on the remote I /O patch panel. 
The counter outputs are normally gated to the I/O 
terminal output buss for display or transmission to the 
SEL 840 MP computer. 

A decade select switch and indicator lights are also 
provided to indicate the pulse rate which the unit is 
receiving. 

SHIFT REGISTER 

The shift register module includes several special 
logic features which enhance its usefulness in applica
tions with experimental work. 

I t has two 24-bit serial-to-parallel converters. The 
output from this unit can be gated to the remote I/O 
terminal output buss for display or transmission to the 
SEL 840 MP computer. 

The input is through two BNC connectors on the 
front or from the remote I /O patch panel. The controls 
on the patch panel include Master Reset, Clock, Read, 
Parallel Enable, and Bit 24 output for indication that 
the register is full and ready to read. AVith a small 
amount of logic on the patch panel, one can collect and 
transfer data to the computer at a high rate by loading 
one register while reading the other register to the 
computer. 

MANUAL DATA ENTRY UNIT 

This new unit replaces an old system which used a 
thumbwheel switch. The new system uses a keyboard 
with numbers from 0 through 9 plus a set and a repeat 
button. Four other buttons and four switches are used 
to control logic functions on the remote I/O patch 
panel. The four switches will send a high or low level 
to the remote I /O patch panel. 

The keyboard is used by the operator to enter a 
five-digit number in a shift register for setting time 
and counters, or for transmission to the computer. 

A cryptogram feature has also been incorporated 
which utilizes the four buttons and four switches for 
logic control functions on the remote I /O patch panel. 

RELAY CONTROL 

This module contains four relays, each having two 
normally open contacts. These mercury-wetted relays 
are controlled by DTL logic with a 5.1 V zener diode 
used for conditioning input signals of 5 to 10 V. 

Signals to control each relay come through four sep
arate ENCs on the front of the unit or from the remot* 
I /O patch panel through a connector on the back of 
the unit. Signals may also be sent from two other BNC 
to the patch panel through this unit for controllinS 
logic on the patch panel. 
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.IDC INTERFACE 

The ADC interface module gates data from a 
Northern Scientific NS 624 lOOMHz, 8192 Analog-to-
Digital Converter to the Remote I /O Terminal output 
buss. 

PRINTED CIRCUIT CARD TEST MODULE INTERFACE 

This unit enables one to set up and check out logic 
functions of newly designed or malfunctioning printed 
circuit cards utilizing the various logic functions avail
able on the remote I /O patch panel or bit patterns 
from the computer. 

CuKRENT EXPERIMENTAL SETUPS 

At present, two basic configurations are used to col
lect data from the majority of measurements taken at 
ZPPR. These two configurations and their related ex
periments are described below. 

POSITION AND COUNTER INPUTS 

A large group of ZPPR experiments presently being 
run require encoder inputs from the ZPPR data collec
tion system, counter inputs, and time information. A 
standard remote I /O patch panel and a master data 
acquisition program arc available for these experi
ments (see Paper I I I -7) . 

This configuration performs two independent func
tions: (1) reading and resetting four up-down counters 
controlled by the remote I /O terminal, (2) requesting 
and reading encoder position and other information 
from the data collection system. The counters are 
gated, read, and when required, reset under computer 
control. The program-controlled counter gates are syn
chronized to the 10 kHz pulse in the data link selector 
to prevent variation in counting time caused by cycle 
stealing and other variations in the computer program. 

Each counter is assigned a position on the cycling 
address counter so that it can be read by the computer 
or displayed on the local display. Reset pulses are 
generated on the remote I /O patch panel each time the 
computer reads a counter. The control logic for the 
system is shown in Fig. I I I -8-1. 

Encoder position and other information from the 
Data Collection System (DCS) is multiplexed by a 
counter in the encoder control and display (EC&D) 
unit. The computer received DCS information by 
requesting an EC&D cycle. The counter is reset and 
interrupts are generated when the requested data are 
ready to be transferred to the computer. The DCS 
output is assigned one position on the cycling counter. 
After each interrupt the computer addresses this posi
tion causing the multiplexed data to be gated to the 
computer I /O buss. 

Using the master data acquisition program, the ex
perimenter inputs the channels to be sampled and the 
sample rates on the teletype unit located in the reactor 
control room. Subprograms are attached to the main 
data acquisition program in accordance with the re
quirements of the experiment. The data acquisition re
quirements and descriptions of individual experiments 
which have been run are summarized below. 

Rod Worth and Subcritical Reactivity 
Measurements 

Inverse kinetics has been used almost exclusively for 
determination of rod worths in ZPPR'=' (see Paper I I I -
7). The reactor power level is followed from a few 
seconds before to a few minutes after a rod movement, 
with a high sensitivity ion chamber. An electrometer 
and voltage-to-frequency (V/f) converter are used to 
convert this current to a frequency. The output of the 
V/f converter is routed to a discriminator for conver
sion to logic form and is scaled in a computer con
trolled counter which is part of the I /O system. The 
counter information is sampled and reset at a rate 
selected by the experimenter. Typical rates are 1 sam
ple/sec for differential worth measurements on motor-
driven control rods (reactivity insertion rate approxi
mately 30 Ih/min) and 10 samples per second for total 
worth measurements on scrammed rods (approxi
mately 150 Ih reactivity change in 90 msec). The sam-
])led counter outputs are stored in two data blocks of 
100 words each in the computer memorj'. While one 
data block is being stored on magnetic tape, the other 
is collecting new^ data. In differential worth measure
ments, the encoder on the rod is also sampled and 
stored at the selected time intervals. Subsequent in
verse kinetics analysis results in excess reactivity-time 
or excess reactivity-position curves which can be dis
played on the CRT in the control room, plotted on 
paper, and/or printed on a line printer. 

Rod Scram Times 

To satisfy a ZPPR operational requirement, the 
scram times of 20% of the safety rods are measured 
each week. A significant reduction in the time required 
for these measurements has been possible by use of 
inverse kinetics analysis of the power level variations 
following the scramming of several rods in sequence.^ 
The system described in the preceding subsection, 
"Rod Worth and Subcritical Reactivity Measure
ments" is used to collect the power level information 
by periodic sampling and resetting of a counter in the 
remote I /O system. However, because of the increased 
time resolution requirement, the counter is sampled at 
a rate of 100 samples/sec. The rapid accumulation of 
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data precludes a data-taking interval sufficiently long 
to evaluate the source in the kinetics equation (from 
spontaneous Pu-240 fission). Therefore, the source is 
derived from previous measurements at lower sample 
rates. By examination of the reactivity-time curve 
from an inverse kinetics analysis the drop time of each 
rod in the sequence is determined. 

Central Reactivity Measurements 

The measurement of small sample reactivities is a 
routine ZPPR measurement. During oscillation of the 
sample in and out of the reactor, the power level is 
held constant by a tantalum blade autorod. A typical 
sample oscillation consists of 60 sec of travel time in 

each direction plus 120 sec constant position time at 
the "in" and "out" positions. The position encoder of 
the reactivity sample is sampled continuously, and 
whenever constant, the autorod encoder is sampled 100 
times per second, averaged over 1 sec intervals, and 
stored on magnetic tape. As soon as the saraple is 
moved, the data points from the last position are aver
aged to give an autorod position. Upon completion of a 
specified number of cycles, the worth of the sample is 
calculated from the difference between the autorod po
sition with the sample in the reactor and the average 
of the two adjacent "out" positions (and vice versa) 
for all constant position points, except end points, of 
the measurement. The computer performs this calcula-
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tion using the coefficients of the autorod calibration 
curve, averages over all differences, and prints the 
sample reactivity on the teletype near the experimen
ter. The method of taking differences cancels out first 
and second order drifts in the reactivity occurring dur
ing the measurement. 

Reactivity Traverses 

In small sample reactivity traverses the sample is 
moved from "out of reactor" to "in reactor" in step
wise fashion, stopping at intermediate points for a set 
(constant) time period. After reaching the "in" posi
tion and waiting for the set time period, the sample is 
moved outward, reproducing the time periods and con
stant position points exactly. The autorod holds the 
reactor power constant during the sample oscillation. 
The autorod position encoder and sample position en
coder are sampled continuously at a rate of 100 sam
ples/sec, and are stored as data blocks in the computer 
core. The data blocks are averaged on line and stored 
on magnetic tape at a rate of 1/sec. 

The long time involved in a single oscillation re
quires that the drift be separated from the sample 
reactivity at each point. This is accomplished by mini
mizing the deviations between the observed reactivity 
and as assumed reactivity (see Paper I I I -7) . The as
sumed reactivity consists of a drift curve of third order 
in time, plus a constant sample reactivity at each sta
tionary sample point. In this manner the coefficients of 
the third order drift and the sample reactivity at each 
stationary point are obtained. 

This measurement is also performed without the au
torod by inverse kinetics analysis of power level varia
tions. When this technique is used, the power level 
variations are recorded by use of a computer con
trolled counter in the I /O system. 

Reaction Rate Traverses 

The reaction rate traverse (i.e., by fission chamber 
or BFs counter) is another routine experiment that 
has, in the past, utilized the on-line capabilities of the 
ZPPR computer. The position encoder of the fission 
chamber was sampled and stored along with the con
tents of a computer-controlled counter which was reset 
after each sampling. These samplings took place when
ever the fission chamber encoder was stationary, and 
upon movement of the chamber all counter samples at 
the last stationary position were summed and divided 
by the total time at that spatial point to give the count 
rate. This count rate was then normalized to the count 
rate at the first position measured after initialization 
of the program (which was chosen to be at the center 
of the reactor). In this manner, a normalized (normal
ized to 1.0 at the reactor center) reaction rate traverse 

was obtained. After each stationary sample point the 
above normalization was performed and the point was 
plotted on the CRT in the control room. This allowed 
the experimenter to check for bad data points as the 
traverse progressed. 

POLARITY CORRELATION 

The second remote I /O configuration which has been 
utilized is described below. The polarity cross correla
tion function of a ZPPR configuration was calculated 
from simultaneous samplings of the sign of the analog 
signal from each of two detectors.^ The detector (plas
tic scintillator-phototube) outputs were fed to two 
level detectors which sensed the sign (positive or nega
tive) of the AC components of the chamber signals. 
The logic output of each level detector was then fed to 
a separate computer-controlled 24-bit shift register 
module at a 50 kHz rate. After 24 samples of the level 
detector outputs the first shift register contents were 
transferred to the core of the computer. The returning 
"data accepted" signal was used to gate the second 
shift register to the computer. The "data accepted" 
pulse was also used to set the first shift register with 
"0" in the first bit and a " 1 " in remaining bits so that 
24 clock pulses later the zero was shifted out into a 
flip-flop which restarted the read cycle. 

The elements and control lines used in this experi
ment were an integral part of the remote I /O system. 
Calibration signals and clock pulses tor gating data 
into the shift registers were also derived from the I /O 
system. 

A subsequent i3ata analysis gave an accurate value 
of fl/t for the reactor. 

FUTURE EXPERIMENTAL SETUPS 

Experiments contemplated for the near future which 
will utilize the computer and remote I /O system are 
listed below. Future plans also call for collection of 
"position and counter inputs" through permanent logic 
using the external Block Transfer Control. 

DOPPLER EXPERIMENT 

The Doppler experiment consists of a measurement 
of the reactivity associated with oscillating a heated 
sample in and out of the reactor.* This reactivity can 
be related to autorod position variations while holding 
the power level constant. The sample oscillations will 
most likely have a trapezoidal form with periods of 
constant positions at the "in reactor" and "out of reac
tor" spatial points. The oscillation will initially be 
driven by a timer-controlled-indexer stepping-motor 
combination. 

A description of the most probable method of data 
taking is given below. The autorod encoder reading 



282 III. Experimental Techniques and Facilities 

will be sampled and stored at rates of 100/sec and 
averages will be recorded on magnetic tape at a rate of 
1/sec. A master data acquisition program and a reac
tivity measurement subprogram, similar to that de
scribed above, under "Central Reactivity Measure
ments," will be used to collect data on line. The pro
gram will provide up-to-date information on autorod 
positions and fluctuations at each limit of sample 
travel, and the average sample reactivity after a re
quested number of cycles. A special feature of the 
subprogram will be to adjust the data-taking interval 
in accordance with the time spent at each limit. The 
signals controlling the data-taking interval will be fed 
through a remote I /O terminal from the timer which 
controls the motor indexer. A counter will also be sam
pled during the data taking interval, and power infor
mation will be printed out with reactivity values. 

ABSOLUTE FISSION RATE MEASUREMENTS 

Measurement ot absolute fission rates requires accu
rate determination of the pulse-height distribution 
from a fission chamber. In the lower energy portion of 
the spectrum the fission pulses must be separated from 
the noise and alpha pulses present. This could be ac
complished on line by analog-to-digital conversion 
using the remote I /O terminals and an external ADC. 
By storage of these numbers in core, and, with parallel 
sort and curve fit programs, the pulse height distribu
tion could be constructed along with an extrapolation 
of the low energy tail. The experimenter would be able 
to obtain an updated display of the spectra on the 
CRT and the absolute number of fissions at any time 
by pressing a button on the remote I /O panel. 

The system could be adapted, as time progresses, to 
measurements with multiple fission chambers so that 
fission ratios could be measured and evaluated on line 
with multiple chambers. 

ON-LINE REACTIVITY METERS 

The evaluation and display of reactivity is a pro
jected future use of the I /O system. The inverse kinet
ics technique or the polarity cross correlation tech
nique may be used to determine the reactivity in real 
time. 

COMPUTER CONTROL OF EXPERIMENTS 

Subject to the appropriate safety approvals, many 
of the experiments in progress presently may be 
adapted to computer control. New experimental equip
ment is now being designed so that computer control of 
functions such as selecting samples and positioning 
components can be added by changing a printed circuit 
board or making other minor changes. 

COMPARISON WITH THE DESIGN STUDY 

After one year of operation it is appropriate to com
pare the initial concepts of the justification and design 
study= with the actual system, both in general layout 
and in the areas of equipment and usage. 

The design study in a general sense called for a 
building block or multiple-use approach where a lim
ited number of I /O devices could be adapted to a 
variety of exjieriments. To accomplish this, I/O sta
tions were required in several areas. Each station con
tained control panels plus equipment for communica
tion with the computer and interfacing with experi
mental equipment. Standard computer peripherals 
were planned for the reactor control room and the 
loading room. With the exception of peripherals in the 
loading room, this general concept has been imple
mented. 

The following differences exist between the equip
ment as described in the design study and as built. 

The design study suggested the capability of han
dling data in 8-bit bytes. In practice, the capability of 
dividing the computer word into two 12-bit sectors was 
provided. However, in almost all cases full 24-bit 
words are transmitted to the computer. 

The general purpose analog data collection equip
ment, suggested in the design study, has not been con
structed. This is due primarily to a shift to digital 
encoders for position measurements and to require
ments for special devices when analog measurements 
were necessary. 

Although the UP/DOWN counters meet the specifi
cation of the buffer scaler registers in the design study, 
the data rates and the design of the experimental 
equipment have made it unnecessary to buffer data in 
the remote I /O stations. 

SYSTEM UTILIZATION 

The differences between actual system utilization 
and that envisioned in the design study are summa
rized below. 

The design study envisioned a greater extent of pre
processing of data—that is, averaging data points, 
storing changes only, packing data, etc.,—with mag
netic tapes used for slow speed storage only. In prac
tice a large portion of the raw data has been stored 
directly on magnetic tape. Had this been anticipated, 
higher speed tape systems would have been specified. 
The test and calibrate mode of operation has been 
implemented in a segmented fashion, rather than an 
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overall system basis, as was envisioned in the design 
study. 

At present the majority of the setup work is being 
done by the system designers. Increased efficiency in 
svstem utilization is contemplated by increasing exper
imenter participation in system setup. This will proba
bly take the form of seminars on system logic, improv
ing reference material on the system, and investigating 
changes to the levels of flexibility in the system. 

PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS TO THE SYSTEM 

Although the overall system is performing satisfac
torily, there are several areas in which improvements 
are planned: 

(1) In many instances, BCD data have been gener
ated to provide direct readout of position indicators 
and counters for the convenience of the experimenters. 
However, for even the simplest computer operations on 
these data (averaging, scaling, etc.) the BCD data 
must be converted to binary form. This is relatively 
time consuming; therefore, future plans call for BCD 
to binary hardware conversion. In planning a system, 
it would be wise to consider alternates to this ap
proach, such as generating all data in binary and feed
ing back decimal readout data from the computer, 
properly scaled and converted to engineering units. 

(2) In principle, it is possible for two systems to 
time share data generating equipment, or for two data 
collection setups at separate remote stations to share 
the same peripherals. In practice we have found that 
this requires software checks and housekeeping pro
grams which are undesirably complicated. Therefore, 
future setups will minimize equipment interdepend
ence. 

(3) There are several data collection tasks which 
have become standard. Permanent logic to perform 

these tasks can now be added to the system. In addi
tion to releasing the flexible portion of the system for 
new tasks, this should also reduce operator confusion 
and, consequently, operator error. 

CONCLUSION 

The ZPPR comjiuter and remote I /O system was 
intended to maximize the quantity and quality of ex
perimental results from the reactor. Systems of this 
type normally evolve through the steps of data log
ging, logging and quick-look analysis, and finally feed
back control. The ZPPR system is presently in the 
quick-look analysis phase of development. 

While the remote I /O hardware has proven to have 
sufficient flexibility for all the data collection require
ments up to the present, it is anticipated that the sys
tem will not cover all future requirements. However, 
the modularity built into the system should enable 
future modifications without costly rebuilding of the 
system. 
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III-9. Precis ion Efficiency Calibration Procedures for Ge(Li) Detectors 

D. W. ilADDisoN and L. S. BELLER* 

Precision efficiency calibration of Ge(Li) detectors 
to the order of 1% is not an easy or necessarily 
straightforward task. Several methods have been re
ported in the literature,'"' but most of them do not 
yield consistent results to better than about 5%, de
pending on the technique used and the particular de-

' Atomics International, a Division of North American 
Rockwell Corporation, Canoga Park, California. 

lector involved. I t is virtually impossible to calculate 
the efficiency for a Ge(Li) detector except in certain 
idealized cases." 

Several authors*'" have used multiple gamma-ray 
sources, such as Ra-226, Ag-llOm, Co-56. etc., to per
form efficiency calibrations. Such sources require a 
knowledge of the relative gamma-ray intensities which 
are usually determined from some previously call-
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brated Ge(Li) detector. The most serious difficulty 
with this method is that any errors or assumptions 
made in the initial determination of the relative gam
ma-ray intensities are already present in the calibra
tion before one starts, and in most cases there is no 
estimate of these errors available. 

The greatest problem in determining the efficiency of 
a Ge(Li) detector is the method used to find the area 
of the photo-peak in question. There are several meth
ods that can be used. The gamma-ray photo-peak of a 
Ge(Li) spectrometer depends on several factors in
cluding the detector resolution, its peak-to-Compton 
ratio, and the electronic noise of the system compo
nents. This generally results in a photo-peak shape 
that is somewhat different from an ideal Gaussian 
shape, and it may vary with energy, counting rate, and 
time. An analysis code must make some assumption on 
the photo-peak shape, particularly with multi-gamma 
spectra, and the time needed for analysis is usually 
directly related to the degree of sophistication of the 
code being used. Ideally, a set of response functions for 
the photo-peaks at all energies would be desirable, but 
this requires extensive coding and computer time as 
well as large quantities of input data. Further compli
cations are introduced by background subtraction, 
which may vary quite rapidly in some cases, particu
larly at a Compton edge. 

The problem of calibration sources also exists where 
absolute calibration is desired, or where several sources 
are used. Good calibrated sources can be obtained for 
long half-life Lsotopes, e.g., Co-60, Mn-54, Cs-137. The 
availability and cost of calibrated sources covering an 
extended energy range, however, may be a limiting 
factor. 

Our particular method involves the use of a stand
ard 7.59 X 7.59 cm Nal detector and several sources 
covering the energy range from 165 to 1836 keV. All 
sources are either single gamma-ray emitters (Ce-139, 
Hg-203, Sn-113, Cs-137, Mn-54), or multiple gamma-
ray sources with widely spaced energies (Co-60, Bi-
207, Y-88). Each of the gamma-ray activities from 
these sources can be easily and accurately determined 
with the Nal detector, using the information available 
from Heath's tables." Comparison of several of our 
Nal-calibrated sources with N.B.S. standards showed 
agreement within the quoted errors for the N.B.S. 
standards. These sources were then used to calibrate 
the four Ge(Li) detectors in the ZPPR counting 
room,'2 using an analysis code, RAID, developed 
previously.13 The four detectors vary considerably in 
their characteristics, and least-squares fits of the cali
bration data has produced consistent results for count
ing of standards to ±0.5% between the three auto

mated detector systems. This agreement has also been 
verified with some activated materials. 

The technique is to first count each standard source 
with the standard Nal detector at some distance where 
the source diameter correction is small (for our partic
ular situation, the source-to-detector distance is 20 cm 
and the source diameter is 0.475 cm). These sources 
are then counted on the Ge(Li) detectors. If the time 
interval between the Nal and the Ge(Li) counting is 
short, the errors in the standard source half-lives can 
be neglected. The efficiency of the Ge(Li) detectors 
can be computed from the Ge(Li) counting data and 
the Nal-determined source activities. Because the 
spectra are essentially single line spectra, at least in 
any particular area, many of the difficulties of defining 
the peak shape and peak area become insignificant. In 
addition, any code that is used to analyze these 
Ge(Li) spectra will perform the analysis in the same 
manner each time; thus errors from the analytical 
technique employed will be eliminated, especially with 
subsequent activity determinations. 

Reproducibility of our results is about ±0.5% over 
the presently investigated time period of eleven 
months. Specific trial cases have shown that the geo
metrical error (associated with sample position repro
ducibility) is about 0.1% and analysis error is about 
0.4%. The analysis error appears to be due to a trunca
tion effect resulting from using individual channels as 
peak and background boundaries. This possibly could 
be reduced by using a different energy dispersion 
(keV/channel) for the data collection. 

REFERENCES 

1. R. W. Mowatt, A Semi-empirical Efficiency Cure for a Oe(U) 
Detector in Ihe Energy Range 50 to UOO keV, Nucl. Instr. 
Methods 70, 237 (1969). 

2. J. M, Freeman and J. G. Jeukin, The Accurate Measurmed 
of Ihe Relative Efficiency of Ge(Li) Gamma-ray Deteclm 
in Ihe Energy Range 500 to 1600 IceV, Nucl. Instr. Methods 
43, 269 (1966). 

3. D. P. Donnelly and M. L, Wiedejibeck, The Relative Detec
tion Efficiency Calibration of a Ge(Li) Detector al Lm 
Energies, Nucl. Instr. Methods 64, 26 (1988). 

4. G. Wallace and G. E, Coote, Efficiency Calibration ofGe(Li) 
Detectors Using a Radium Source, Nucl. Instr. Methods 
74, 353 (1969). 

5. W, R. Kane and M. A. Mariscotti, An Empirical Melhodjor 
Determining the Relative Efficiency of a Ge{Li) Gamma-ray 
Detector, Nucl. Instr. Methods 56, 189 (1967). 

0. G, Walford and C. E . Doust, A Method for Ihe RapidCali-
bralion of Germanium Spectrometers," Nucl, Instr, Meth
ods 62, 353 (1968). 

7. y . Gurfinkel and A. Notea, Use of Ba-lSS as a Calihratim 
Standard for Ge(Li) Detectors, Nucl. Instr. Methods ST, 
173 (1967). 

8. P, H. Barker and 11. D. Connor, Co-56 as a Calibralian 
Source up to S.5 MeV for Gamma Ray Detectors, Nucl, 
Instr, Methods 67 (1967). 



10. Beller and Maddison 285 

, The Decay Schemes of Co-56 and Mn-56 
as Calibration Standards, Nucl. Phj's. 

9. R. L. Alible et al., 
and Their Ut 
A91, 225 (1967). 

10. G. Aubin et al., Calculated Relative Efficiency for Coaxial 
and Planar GeiLi) Detectors, Nucl. Instr. Methods 76, 85 
(1969). 

11. R. L. Heath, ScintiUation Spectrometry Gamma-Ray Spec
lrum Catalogue, Second Edition, Vol. 1, IDO-16880-1 
(TID-4500), 1964. 

12. D. W. Maddison and L. S. Beller, Characteristics and Capa
bilities of Automated Counting Facilities for ihe Zero Power 
Plutonium Reactor (ZPPR), Reactor Physics Division 
Annual Report, July 1, 1968 to June 30, 1969, ANL-7610, 
pp. 379-381. 

13. L. S. Beller and D. W. Maddison, Automated Spectrum 
Analysis Methods for Ge{Li) Detectors, Reactor Physics 
Division Annual Report, July 1, 1968 to June 30, 1969, 
ANL-7610, pp. 416-117. 

III-IO. Contamination Determination with Lithium-Drifted-Germanium 
[Ge(Li)] Detectors 

L. S. BELLER* and D. W. ^MADDISON 

r^U 
'^^K^^\^^ 

0] CO 
O CJ 

• ^ ^ S H ^ ' U W ^ / ^ ^ 
' ^ i 

*̂ V̂ V' ' Vf 
iH 

ENERGY 

F I O . III-lO-l. Gamma Ray Spectrum of EBR-I I Cover Gas. ANL-ID-IOS-AIWOB. 

The determination and evaluation of small amounts 
of radioactive material are often problems of consider-

* Atomics International , a Division of North American 
Hockwell Corporation, Canoga Park, California. 

able importance. A Ge(Li) detector can be used to 
solve both of these problems where gamma emitting 
isotopes are involved. The detection limits of a me
dium sized Ge(Li) detector are determined primarily 
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by background and not by its small relative efficiency 
compared with a sodium iodide detector. In most cases, 
the excellent resolution of a GefLi) detector allows a 
unique identification for each gamma ray line observed 
in a spectrum, and proper calibration (see Paper III-

9) provides accurate determination of the quantity ot 
activity associated with each gamma ray. 

Our particular experience has dealt with samples of 
cover gas from EBR-II, structural materials and con
tamination smears from ZPR-3, U-235 foils contami-
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Dated with long half-life fission products, and air mon
itor samples from the Zero Power Plutonium Reactor 
(ZPPR). In each case the gamma radioactive isotopes 
and the quantities of such isotopes were determined by 
the Ge(Li) counting system at ZPPR. ' The data were 
analyzed with computer codes developed for this par

ticular system.^ Figures III-lO-l through III-10-5 are 
some of the spectra obtained from these investigations. 
Each spectrum indicates the source of the gamma ray 
observed and the approximate activity of the isotope. 

The sensitivity for any particular isotope depends 
on its gamma-ray energy and intensity, but generally 
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most any isotope that emits gamma rays in sufficient 
quantity to be of interest in contamination considera
tions can be identified and evaluated with a reasonable 
Ge(Li) system. 
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I I I - l l . Detect ion for B'°(ii,a)-to-Fissioii Rat io Measurement s 

L. S. BELLER* 

FIG, I I I - l l - l , Overall View of Counter. Active Materials are Coated ou Opposite Sides of Central Plate Showu in Side View. The 
Case and Foil Plate are the Common Cathode. Grid of Three Wires is an Independent Anode (Only One Wire in Each Half is Shown), 
ANL-ID-IOS-AIIUS-

A detector has been constructed for measuring reac
tion rate ratios as a function of position in the Zero 
Power Plutonium Reactor cores for B^''(??,«) and fis
sion reactions. The commonly used gaseous BF3 count
ers have been unsatisfactory because of gamma-ray 
sensitivity, difficulty in obtaining absolute calibrations, 
and a geometry that is different from the fission count
ers. 

The construction of the new counter is shown in Fig. 
I I I - l l - l . The arrangement of the anode grid wires 
minimizes electric field variations and each side of 
the counter can be used as (1) an ion chamber for 
counting fissions, (2) a proportional counter for 
detecting alphas, or (3), by eliminating the coating 
material, a proportional counter for measurements of 
the gamma-ray background. 

Figure I I I - l 1-2 shows a typical pulse-height spec
trum with a boron-sensitive counter in a reactor spec
trum. The rapidly declining low energy component is 
due mostly to gamma rays, but probably also includes 
a contribution from {n,p) events occurring in the walls 
of the detector. These effects are corrected by using a 
blank on the other side. 

Absolute calibration is possible by using U-235 or 
another isotope as a standard in a thermal spectrum 
since the B"'(n,a) pulse height distribution in this 
counter is nearly insensitive to the neutron spectrum 
and the gamma separation is good. 

* Atomics International, a Division of North .\merican 
Rockwell Corporation, Canoga Park, California. 

CHANNEL NUMBER 

F I G . III-11-2. Pulse-Height Spectrum from Boron-Coaled 
Detector in Presence of Gamma-Ray Field. The Spectrum was 
Obtained in a Typical Fast Reactor Neutron Energy Spectrum. 
Relative Intensity of Background Component Varies witb 
Location in Reactor. ANL-ID-lOS-AllUS. 
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III-12. T h e r m o l u m i n e s c e n t Dos imetry Applied t o G a m m a Ray Dose 
Measurement s i n Critical Assemblies 

G. G. SIMONS 

DESCRIPTION OF THERMOLUMINESCENT DOSIMETERS 

Two types of solid extruded 1 x 6 mm thermolumi
nescent dosimeter (TLD) rods containing approxi
mately 13 mg of lithium fluoride were selected for 
evaluation of their applicability in gamma-ray dose 
measurements in a critical facility. One type (TLD-
100),* was composed of natural hthium containing 
nominally 92.5% Li-7 and 7.5% Li-6; the other type 

less in the enriched TLD-700 rods than in the TLD-
100 rods. It was assumed that the dose variations be
tween the TLD-700 and TLD-100 rods were caused by 
the change in thermal neutron flux in different assem
bly regions. I t was also assumed that fast neutron 
sensitivity in the TLD-700 rods was negligible. The 
validity of this latter assumption warrants further 
study since inconsistencies appear in the literature.'- -

TLD CAPSULE 

FIG. III-12-1. TLD Calibration Configuration Showing the Stainless Steel Encapsulated TLD's Positioned on the %-m.-
Thick Plastic Sheet. The Co-60 Source was Elevated 4 cm above the Sheet; Thus the Source-to-Capule Distances were 10, 15, 
20, 3D, 40 and 50 cm. ANL-ID-10S-AS0S6. 

(TLD-700)* was enriched to 99.993% in Li-7. Solid 
rods were selected because they were more convenient 
to handle than equivalent quantities of TLD powder. 
Also, the precision over the dose ranges required in this 
work (I to 10,000 R) was comparable to powder. 

These dosimeters are sensitive to gamma rays, 
charged particles, and neutrons in varying degrees. 
Thermal-neutron-induced excitation is considerably 

• Nomenclature of Harshaw Chemical Company. 

CALIBRATION OF STAINLESS STEHL 

ENCAPSULATED TLD RODS 

A calibration procedure for relating TLD readout 
from a commercial TLD analyzer' to gamma ray 
dose applicable to experiments performed in ZPR-3 
Assembly 60 involved using special stainless steel 
sleeves similar to the sleeves used during TLD expo
sures in the critical. The TLD encapsulation for cali
bration purposes consisted of placing a TLD-100 rod 
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and a TLD-700 rod end to end in a 0.125 in.-diam, 
0.035-in.-wall Type 304 stainless steel tube forming a 
special capsule. 

Before the gamma ray exposure, 38 TLD capsules 
were positioned at various radii on a 0.375-in.-thick 
plastic sheet (see Fig. III-12-1). This sheet was then 
suspended in a large hot-cell room and a 1.1-Ci Co-60 

GAMMA 
FIG. III-12-2. Response of Solid Extruded TLD-100 Rods 

Encased in a 35-mil Steel Rod to Co-60. ANL-ID-103-x 

GAMMA RAY DOSE 

F I G . III-12-3. Response of Solid Extruded TLI)-700 Rods 
Encased in a 35-mil Steel Rod to Co-60. ANL-ID-tOS-A-2059. 

TABLE IH-12-I. TLD-lOO .vNO TLD-700 READOUT VAIUA-
TIONS AS A FrNCTIO.N- UF E.NCASEMENT M.VTERIALS 

FOLLOWING A 50-Wh EXPOSURE IN ZPR-3 
.\ssEMnLY 60 COKE 

Drawer 
Position 

TLD 
Location 

Across 
Drawer^ 

Ratio of Instrument Readout: 
TLD Reading/Reference 

TLD Encasement Materials'' 

0.035-in. 
Stainless 

Steel 

0.020-in. 
Stainless 

Steel 

0.035-iii. 
Poly

ethylene 

l-P-5 

l-P-14 

a 
c 
6 

g 
a 
c 
e 

g 

1.00 
1,00 
1,00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 

0.95 
1.02 
1.04 
1.01 
1.14 
I.0() 
0.98 
0.97 

1.17 
1,24 
1,21 
1,11 
1,14 
1.32 
1.08 
1.39 

1-P-S 

l-P-14 

b 
d 
f 
h 
b 
d 
f 
h 

1,00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1,00 

1.07 
1.08 
1.01 
1.03 
1.02 
1.02 
1.03 
1,10 

1.25 
1.15 
1.05 
1.22 
1.26 
1.20 
1.20 
1.15 

"Eight TLD rods were inserted inti^ each sleeve starting 
with a TLD-lOO rod and alternating 100, 700, etc. These rod 
positions across the core cell were labeled a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h. 

•> Reference TLD refers to the TLDs encased in 0.035-iii. 
stainless steel. 

source was placed in the center, 4 cm above the plane 
of the sheet. TLD capsules were removed from the 
different radii at time intervals such that the absorbed 
doses ranged from 1 to 7000 R (sec Figs. III-12-2 and 
III-12-3). 

TLD ExcApsuLATioN STUDY FOR 

ZPR-3 ASSEMBLY 60 

During gamma ray dose mapping studies in ZPR-3 
Assembly 60 (see discussion below), TLD rods were 
loaded into stainless steel sleeves having 0.035 in.-
thick walls. The response of TLD rods encased in 
0.02-in. stainless steel and 0.035-in. polyethylene 
sleeves was compared with the 0.035-in. stainless steel 
enclosure data following a 50-AV-h exposure in the 
ZPR-3 core. Table III-12-I shows that the 0.02-iii. 
steel responses tend to be slightly higher than the 
0.035-in. steel responses. However, the 0.02-in. steel 
responses are not generally significantly higher statis
tically. Conversely the 0.035-in. polyethylene-claii 

file:///ssEMnLY
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TLD responses are generally higher than the reference 
0.035-in. stainless steel responses. 

Based on the expression describing the range of elec
trons given by Evans,' the maximum energy electron 
that could penetrate the 0.035- and 0.02-in. stainless 
steel and 0.035-in. polyethylene are 1.51, 0.94, and 
0.344 MeV, respectively. Therefore increased external 
electron attenuation in the steel sleeves would cause 
the total response from these TLD rods to be less than 

from the polyethylene-covered rods. It is expected that 
the TLD-700 readouts will allow the determination of 
gamma ray energy deposition in the stainless steel 
sleeves. (Neutron excitation was considered constant 
throughout, independent of the sleeve.) 

nOSE T R A V E R S E M E A S U R E M E N T S I N ZPR-.'i ASSEMBLY 60 

A coarse radial and axial dose mapping at 69 dis
crete locations was completed. 

file:///r-U235
file:///t.7U


292 / / / . Experimental Techniques and Facilities 

; i : i : i i : : i i : i : : : ^ 
' : : : : : = = : 

: : : : : : = = 
: : : : [ : i i : : : : : i : : : : 

_ • 

< : _ _ _ : ] 

^^ - . = — 
0 J 

Q 
• s 

J X - X • 
u X — 

w 

: : : : : :_ : i i i : i : : :3 

1.:::+ ::_:: :=:: 

. . 
: i : : : i : : : : : : : 

• 

:___ 
— = -

X 

-
s 

_-" : 
< 

[ II:::::: 
-— 

C=CONTROL ROD S-SAFETY ROD T'SOURCE TUBE 

FIG. III-12-6. TLD Kadial Positions (A') for ZKP-3 A.ssembly 
00. ANL-ID-10S-A2055. 

To minimize residual gamma ray exposure following 
this mapping irradiation, all the 138 TLD rods were 
removed immediately after reactor shutdown. This was 
achieved by preloading groups of TLD rods inside 
0.125-in.-diam, 0.035-in.-wall Type 304 stainless steel 
tubes (see Fig. III-12-4). These steel tubes were rap
idly inserted and extracted from the rear of the matrix 
tubes. The assembly core and blanket drawer loadings 
were modified to accommodate the steel inserts. These 
loadings are shown in Fig. III-12-5. 

Twenty stainless steel inserts were exposed in the 
Half 1 at the drawer locations marked by an X in Fig. 
III-12-6 for 1 h at a nominal 100 W. Surface gamma 
ray plus beta radiation in the steel tubes was less than 
5 mR/h after the exposure. The TLD rods were 
promptly removed from the inserts and read 48 h later. 

Relative dose results obtained from the TLD-700 
rods are plotted in Figs. Ill-12-7 through III-12-9. 
Note that the lines connecting the data points in these 
three figures do not describe the dose variations be
tween data points, but are only drawn as a visual aid 
in distinguishing between data sets. 

T I — I — I — I — I — \ — I — r " r 
TLD-700 Aiiol Position from Core ^d^hes) 
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SINGLE-CELL HETEBOGENEITY STtTOIES 

Dose variations across the central core drawer (1-
P-16) and a blanket drawer (l-P-8) were measured 
with both TLD-lOO and TLD-700 dosimeters. Since all 
the dose measurements completed as part of the pres
ent study involved measuring the dose at systematic 
core cell and blanket all locations throughout the criti
cal, it was necessary to investigate the variation across 
these cells relative to the position of the TLD rods 
used in the traverse study. 

The heterogeneity experiment involved loading two 
sets of 2-in.-long stainless steel tubes with TLD rods. 
Each set contained a 2-in.-long insert loaded end to 
end with eight TLD-lOO rods and an insert with eight 
TLD-700 rods. These were then exposed for 1 h at 50 
W. Resulting dose variations are shown in Fig. I I I -
12-10. The centerline of the TLD, marked as Refer
ence TLD, was at approximately an equivalent drawer 
radial position as the steel inserts used in the dose 
traverse measurements. 

These TLD-700 data show that there is no measura
ble dose variation across the central cell drawer. Also, 
there is no fine structure evident in the TLD-700 data 
across the blanket cell. However, the increase in dose 

with decreasing distance from the Assembly 60 center-
line is clearly evident. 

ACCURACY OF TLD DATA 

Due to unresolved uncertainties associated with LiF 
TLD data obtained in a fast-reactor environment, sev
eral sources of error potentially exist which would con
tribute to systematic errors. These uncertainties in
clude such factors as the selection of optimum TLD 
encasement materials, beta and neutron response, 
gamma-ray energy dependence, dose calibration proce
dures, pre- and post-annealing effects, response fade, 
and neutron and gamma ray dose-rate dependence. 
Several of these factors are discussed in Refs. 1, 2 and 
5. Also preliminary results showed that both exposure 
and annealing histories may be required for TLD-lOO 
and TLD-700 rods. Tests have been made on new TLD 
rods, new preannealed TLD rods, gamma ray exposed 
and annealed rods, and neutron plus gamma ray ex
posed and annealed rods. The precision obtained from 
each test was approximately constant (35J for TLD-
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100 and TLD-700). However, the instrument readout 
for a single exposure dose with different annealing and 
irradiation history varied as much as 20%. All of the 
data reported above were obtained using new prean
nealed TLD rods from a single batch. Further experi
mentation is required before meaningful error limits 
can be attached to these results. 
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IH-13. Non-Perturbing Fission Counter for Use in 
Plate-Type Critical Assemblies 

A. B. Lo.NG and E. M. BOHX 

INTRODUCTION 

Fission rate distribution measurements within fast 
critical assemblies form a fundamental part of any 
experimental reactor program. The results are easily 
interpreted and are of importance in reactor design as 
well as in the evaluation of theoretical calculations. 
Current techniques employed in these measurements 
include foil activation, solid-state track recorders, and 
fission counters. Fission counters provide the only 
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FIG. III-13-1. Diagram of Ultra-Thin .Solid-State Fission 
Counter. ANL-Neg. No. 116-142. 

means for real-time accumulation of data and are 
therefore the only detectors suited for time-dejiendent 
applications. However, the volume of these counters 
often perturb the fission rate being measured. In addi
tion, complex counter geometries make it difficult to 
compare measured values with calculated quantities. 
An ultra-thin solid-state fission counter which com
bines the advantages of a real-time counter with the 
nonperturbing ciuality of foils has been constructed and 
tested. A description of the detector and performance 
test results are presented below. 

DE.SCRIPTIO.V OF THE DETECTOR 

The solid state fission counter is a 2.0 X 2.0 X 0.12 
in. stainless steel clad package shown in Fig. III-13-1. 
The package consists of a 0.96 in. diam by 8 mil-thick 
phosphorous diffused 100 n-cm, p-type silicon diode 
with Si02 edge protection. This diode serves as the 
active detector and it is held against a stainless back 
(negative) electrode by the front (positive) electrode. 
The fissionable material for which the fission rate is to 
be measured is placed in conjunction with the diffused 
face of the diode through a hole in the front electrode. 

Low resistivity silicon (100 n-cm) was chosen to 
extend the in-core operating life to several months 
(10" fast neutrons per cm^).'' - The diffused junction, 
edge protected diode configuration was chosen because 
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of its mechanical ruggedness and resistance to surface 
leakage.' 

PERFORMANCE OF DETECTOR 

The resolution of the detector was evalutated by 
recording the fission spectrum from a Cf-252 source 
placed 2 in. from the detector in a vacuum. The spec
trum was analyzed by using standard precedures^ to 
obtain certain parameters which were found to com
pare favorably with the recommended values for sur
face-barrier fission detectors.* A typical Cf-252 spec
trum is shown in Fig. III-13-2. 

When the detector is used in a reactor, the necessity 
of placing the fission source in close proximity to the 
face of the detector results in a distribution of fission 
fragment path lengths through the source, air, and the 
detector dead layer. As a consequence of the difference 
in fragment energy loss there is a degradation in the 
detector resolution. The fission spectrum from a 20 
/ig/cm- U-235 source recorded by the thin detector in 
ZPR-9 Assembly 26 is shown in Fig. III-13-3. The 
energy degradation is evidenced by the increased tail 
of the spectrum. However, only a few percent of the 
fission counts fall into the background. A computer 
program has been developed to determine the absolute 
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FIG. 111-13-2. Cf-252 Spontaneous Fission Pulse-Height 
Spectrum Recorded by the Thin Detector. The Source and De
tector are 2 in. Apart in a Vacuum. ANL-Neg. No. 116-406. 
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FIG. III-13-3. Pulse Height Spectrum From the Fission of 
U-235 Recorded by the Thin Detector. The Source is in Contact 
With the Front Face of the Detector. ANL-Neg. No. 116-405. 

fission rate from these measured spectra by accounting 
for fragment energy loss in the source, air, and detector 
window, (see Paper III-21). 

Because the detector is almost identical in shape and 
composition to the stainless steel plates used in the 
ZPR facilities, the measured fission rates are unper
turbed by the counter. These rates can be compared 
directly with the reaction rates which are calculated 
within a stainless steel plate at the same position in 
the reactor. It is thought that this detector and similar 
detectors made from different reactor materials can be 
used to a greater advantage in a real-time evaluation 
of current heterogeneous calculating techniques. 
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III-14. Deve lopment of an Improved T r i t i u m Count ing Faci l i ty 

A. D E VOLPI and M. BKETSCHEE 

The absolute Li^(ji,a)H^ reaction rate for samples 
irradiated in fast critical assemblies has been used in 
the experimental determination of integral alpha (cap
ture-to-fission ratio) values and perturbation denomi
nators for several fast reactors. (See Papers I I - I l and 
11-29). By measuring the tritium activity induced in 
irradiated samples, the Li-6 absorption rate was deter
mined. Tritium decays entirely by beta emssion with 
an end-point energy of only 18.6 keV and a half-life of 
12.30 yr. An improved counting facility was developed 
partly for the purpose of detecting these low energy 
electrons (6.6 keV average) using liquid scintillation 
counting techniques. 

After the irradiation, tritium is removed from the 
metallic lithium sample (99% Li-6) by an isotopic 
dilution method^ using normal hydrogen as the carrier 
gas. The sample is heated in a hydrogen atmosphere 
and converted to molten lithium hydride. As the tem
perature is raised to 900°C, the lithium hydride readily 
decomposes with the liberation of a mixture of normal 
hydrogen and tritium. This gas is slowly passed over a 
hot (750°C) bed of CuO, and the water vapor formed 
in the process is collected in liquid nitrogen cold traps. 

To determine its activity, a portion of the tritiated 
water sample is dissolved in a dioxane-base liquid 
scintillator and counted. The scintillator is prepared 
following the prescription recommended by Moghissi f 
namely, 7 g PPO, 120 g napthalene, and 1.3 g bis-MSB 
dissolved in p-dioxane to a volume of 1.00 liter. Sam
ples are prepared for counting by dissolving 5 m liters 
of the tritiated water in 25 m liters of scintillator 
solution (i.e., 16.3 w/o H2O). The counting solution is 
used to fill two precision vials which are purged with 
argon prior to sealing to reduce the quenching effect 
from dissolved O2. These vials have an effective vol
ume of 12 m liters and can be fitted with either glass 
or quartz windows. Secondary standards prepared 
from a calibrated National Bureau of Standards 
(NBS) tritiated water sample are used to calibrate the 
counting system. 

To achieve relatively high detection efficiencies for 
liquid scintillators with aqueous solutions, the scintil
lation counting facility was revamped. Tritium 
efficiencies doubled from about 20% to about 40% be
cause of these changes. 

The original facility^ was based on two EMI 6255S 
phototubes operating in coincidence with electronic 
components of both the vacuum-tube and first genera

tion transistor type. Due in part to the aging and 
increased difficulty in maintaining the vacuum-tube 
equipment, a decision had already been made to mod
ernize the electronics. The recent development of high 
secondary-emission (GaP) dynodes was sufficient rea
son to change the type of photomultiplier tube as well. 
The introduction of this type of tube with high-effi
ciency bialkali photocathode is responsible for most of 
the improvement in efficiency. 

Thus, the new detection facility consists of two RCA 
8850 multiplier tubes facing each other in a siUcone 
oil-filled plenum. A liquid scintillation cell of about 12 
m liter capacity can be fitted between the two tubes. 
As in the previous system, coincidence detection of 
valid tritium-generated electron pulses are required in 
order to discriminate against natural noise back
ground. The spacing between tubes is adjustable to 
allow larger cells to be counted. 

A small preamplifier directs the anode signals to a 
fast current amplifier.* These augmented pulses are 
sent to a fast discriminator*^ which imposes a reliable 
paralysis upon each event. Standardized discriminator 
output pulses are then routed to the fast coincidence 
unit which drives a multichannel automatic scaling 
system.* The scaling system produces a written and 
punched paper tape record which can be used for com
puter input. 

Provisions have been made for further exploratory 
work with slow side channel pulses to obtain the 
summed signals and with correlation counting tech
niques. 

At levels which provide tritium efficiencies of 40% 
with aqueous solutions, the background is about 2-4 
counts/sec. Quartz vials tend to give about 0.5 
counts/sec lower background than glass. 
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Proton recoil proportional counting systems of the 
type first reported by Bennett^' ^ must often be oper
ated in environments that generate large overloads and 
high counting rates. This type of operation can lead to 
spectrum distortion unless appropriate steps are taken 
to insure the fidelity of the pulses being analyzed. In 
unipolar pulse shaping systems, a baseline restorer is 
almost always necessary if base line shifts and their 
attendant distorting effects are to be avoided. If the 
counting system is to operate at very high rates, it 
then also becomes necessary to include circuitry that 
will inspect the incoming pulses and reject those that 
are distorted by pileup effects. 

This report briefly describes a pulse selector and pile-
up rejection circuit developed initially for use with the 
proton recoil spectrometer (see Paper III-17). 

This unit was designed to perform the following 
functions: (1) Reject all pulses whose peak heights do 
not fall between predetermined upper and lower levels; 
(2) reject all pulses that occur on the "tail" or trailing 
edge of a preceding pulse; (3) reject most peak pileup 
pulses (pulses whose peaks occur within a few tenths 
of a microsecond of each other); (4) account for dead 
time of all rejected pulses whose peak heights exceed 
the lower level discriminators. 

ClECUrTBY 

The pulse selector described herein is made up al
most entirely from commercially available discrimina
tors and D T L / T T L integrated circuit modules. 

The overall schematic diagram of the pulse selector 
is shown in Fig. III-15-1. The unit is comprised of six 
basic circuit groups as follows: 

(1) Upper and lower level discriminators: This 
group comprises the upper and lower level discrimina
tors and flip-flop memories. These circuits determine 
whether or not the input pulse has reached a peak 
height that lies between the upper and lower level dis
criminator settings, then remembers this information 
in cross coupled nand gate flip flops {F/Fi and F/F2), 
until the pulse selector makes its decision to keep or 
reject the pulse. The outputs of this circuit group 
drives logic gating that participates in the pulse ac-
cept-reject decision. The flip-flop memories, {F/F-i and 
P/Fi) are reset only after the trailing edge of the 
measured pulse has returned to the baseline zero 
reference level. 

(2) Threshold discriminator circuit group: This cir

cuit group comprises a threshold discriminator for 
leading edge discrimination and a "tail" and peak 
pileup inspection circuit for pileup rejection. 

The threshold discriminator level is set just above 
the noise level of the base line and determines the 
occurrence of a pulse. When a pulse exceeds the thresh
old level, a time delay is generated which allows the 
pulse to reach its peak amplitude before the pulse 
selector makes an accept-reject decision. At the end of 
this delay time, the threshold discriminator circuits 
generate a trigger pulse if it is determined that no 
"tail" or peak pileup has occurred. The trigger pulse 
drives the logic gating circuits that make a final deci
sion of pulse acceptability based on the peak height of 
the pulse and upon whether or not the accompanying 
multichannel analyzer was busy. 

(3) Double differentiator and discriminator: This 
circuit double differentiates the unipolar input pulse 
and generates an output pulse whose width is propor
tional to the time to crossover. The output pulse of this 
circuit drives the threshold discriminator circuitry 
where it is used to identify peak pile up events. 

(4) Busy flip-flop: The busy flip-flop (F/F4) is 
made up from cross coupled nand gates and is set 
whenever the input pulse exceeds the lower level dis
criminator. The busy flip-flop remains set until the 
accompanying multichannel analyzer is "not busy" 
and the base line has been reestablished at its zero 
level. The ADC busy discriminator (D5) senses the 
busy output signal of the multichannel analyzer. 

(5) Logic gating: The logic gating group "ands" 
the outputs from the upper and lower level discrimina
tors with the output of the busy flip-flop. The resultant 
signal is used to open a gate to the "pulse accept" 
single shot that allows this single shot to be triggered 
by the trigger pulse from the threshold discriminator 
circuit at the end of the decision delay. The output of 
the "pulse accept" single shot is used as the coinci
dence gating signal for the accompanying multichannel 
analyzer ADC. 

(6) Divider: A divider circuit follows the "pulse 
accept" single shot and divides the output pulse rate 
from that single shot so that the ADC coincidence gate 
pulse rate may be reduced by selectable ratios of 1:1, 
2 :1 , 4 :1 , 8:1, and 16:1. The divider coincidence gate 
output is useful for high count rate applications where 
it is sometimes necessary to reduce the input pulse rate 
to the ADC. 



Fiii. III-15-1. I'ulse Selector Schematic. ANL Neg. No. None. 
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F I G . III-15-2. Pulse Selector Timing Diagram. ANL-ID-IOS-AIISIS. 

OPERATION AND TIMING 

Timing diagrams for the pulse selector are shown in 
Fig. III-15-2. All timing within the unit starts at the 
instant that the input signal exceeds the threshold 
level. At this moment the output of discriminator D-3 
goes positive, causing the output of gate G-15 to drop 
to ground. The negative transition of the output of 
gate G-lo triggers the "decision delay" single shot 
comprised of Q-3 and G-14. This single shot generates 
a positive pulse at the collector of Q-3 whose width 
just exceeds the time required for the input pulse to 
reach its peak. The negative transition of the trailing 
edge of the delay pulse triggers flip-flop F/F3 whose 
output at pin 9 then goes positive. The output of F/F3 
goes to the logic gating circuit where it is used to 
trigger the "pulse accept" single shot comprised of Q-4 
and G-29. 

When a tail pileup event occurs, as in Fig. III-15-2b, 
the "decision delay" single shot is triggered only for 
the first pulse. F/F3 is not retriggered for the second 
pulse and as a consequence no coincidence gate pulse is 
generated for the tail pileup event. 

Peak pileup events are rejected by holding F/F3 
reset so that it cannot be triggered "on" by the trailing 

edge of the "decision delay" pulse. The timing for peak 
pileup events is ^hown in Fig. III-15-2c. Peak pileup 
events are detected by first differentiating the input 
pulse by capacitor Ci, then detecting the crossover of 
the resulting double differentiated pulse with discrimi
nator D-4. 

The time constant of the differentiating network is 
set so that the crossover point of the double differen
tiated pulse occurs just before the "decision delay" 
pulse ends. If a peak pileup event occurs, the cross
over point is extended and occurs after the end of the 
"decision delay" pulse. The output of gate G-18 thus 
remains at zero volts until after crossover occurs. The 
zero-volt level of G-18 forces F/F3 reset so that it 
cannot respond to the trigger pulse from the "decision 
delay" single shot. F/Fz is thus prevented from being 
triggered "on" and the peak pileup event is rejected. 

APPLICATION 

The peak pileup detection sensitivity of the pulse 
selector is limited when the unit is used in systems 
using proportional counters. This reduction in sensitiv
ity occurs because the crossover time of the differen
tiated input pulse is also a function of detector collec-
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tion time. As a consequence, the peak pileup rejection 
circuit must be set "loosely" so that the pulse selector 
does not mistake pulses with long collection times for 
peak pileup events. 

On the other hand, when the selector is used with 
systems using solid state detectors, the peak pileup 
circuit also serves to discriminate against pulses hav
ing rise time defects, since defective pulses have longer 

rise times and a correspondingly longer time to cross 
over when integrated and double differentiated. 
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111-16. High Energy Limitat ion of Proton-Recoi l Proport ional 
Counters for Neutron Spectroscopy 

T. J. YULE 

INTRODUCTION 

The use of proton-recoil proportional counters for 
reactor spectrum measurements has received a consid
erable amount of attention.^ One of the problems that 
has been considered is the high energy limitation of 
proton-recoil proportional counters for neutron 
spectroscopy.^' ^ The limitation arises because the 
track length of recoil protons increases rather rapidly 
with energy and the probability of distortion arising 
from the truncation of the tracks by the counter walls 
or by the extension of tracks into an end region, in
creases accordingly. The ionization of the proton-recoil 
is no longer related in a simple way to the proton-re
coil energy. Substantial distortion begins at energies 
less than 1 MeV for proton-recoil counters designed for 
in-core spectroscopy, i.e., counters meant to measure 
an isotropic neutron flux having a spectrum of a de
graded fission source and whose size is small so as not 
to perturb the spectrum. The energy region in the 
neighborhood of a few MeV is especially important in 
reactor physics studies and radiation damage investi
gations.* Any improvement in accuracy of spectrum 
measurements in this region is significant. For fertile 
and fissile isotopes the region between reasonably 
known discrete excitation cross sections—up to about 1 

T.ABLE III-16-I. R.\NGE OK PROTONS IN VARIOUS ti.vsES 

Proton Energy, 
MeV 

2 
4 
8 

Hydrogen 

.33.8 
118 
417 

Ranges," 
cm 

Methane 

8.24 
27.9 
97.2 

Kr\-pton 

5.27 
15.3 
47.1 

• At 760 mm Hg and 15°C (see Ref. 5). 

MeV, and the region at which a clear indication of the 
statistical distribution becomes apparent—above 3 
MeV, is an area of rather large cross section uncer
tainty. The damage cross section for structural materi
als peaks at a few MeV. 

Efforts to increase the high energy capability of pro
ton-recoil counters may be divided into two areas: 
techniques to increase the containment of proton-recoil 
tracks and analytical methods to correct measured 
proton-recoil distributions for track length truncations 
and for other effects, notably the effect of elastic scat
tering of neutrons from elements in the gas other than 
hydrogen. These areas are considered together with ex
amples of the influence of the various corrections on 
measured spectra. 

TECHNIQUES FOR INCREASED CONTAINMENT 

To reduce the influence of track length truncations, 
one would like to have a counter with the ratio of 
proton range at a given energy to the counter diameter 
as small as possible. This ratio is a function of the 
type of gas filling, the pressure, and the size of the 
counter. Table III-16-1 lists proton ranges in various 
counter gases at a few representative energies.^ The 
range is approximately proportional to the energy 
squared. Because of its small stopping power hydrogen 
is ruled out as a gas for high energy spectroscopy. Of 
the molecular gases containing hydrogen the most fa
vorable product of stopping power times pressure is 
obtained for methane. More complex gases, although 
having a higher stopping power, liquify at rather low 
pressures. Methane also has a favorable ratio of hy
drogen atoms to carbon atoms, which is important fosT 
minimizing the interference from carbon recoils. Th^ 
idea of using a buffer gas such as krypton or xenon t 
increase the stopping power has been known m 
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some time. This method has been used in He-3 
spectrometers' and in proton-recoil spectrometers for 
use in beam configurations.' The possibility of using a 
buffer gas in spectometers for in-core measurements is 
being investigated. At the present time a methane 
filled counter is used to measure the proton-recoil spec
trum above 100 keV. 

To minimize the influence of track length truncation 
the counter is filled to as high a pressure as possible as 
determined by that pressure at which the resolution 
becomes unacceptable. The resolution is determined by 
the amount of electron capture by contaminants in the 
gas—notably oxygen and water vapor. If one assumes 
that the Townsend energy factor—the ratio of mean 
agitation energy of the electrons to the mean molecular 
energy—and the drift velocity are linear functions of 
the field-to-pressure ratio,*-' and that the cross section 
for electron capture by the contaminant is independent 
of energy, then one finds that the probability for cap
ture in a methane filled counter for electrons starting 
at a distance r from the anode is 

Capture Prob. 

0.5r + 1.75 

1.4 X 10' Cph 
V 

p In h/a 

V 

(1) 

p In b/l al/'-' 7.0 
Vr 

p In b/a 

C is the percentage atom concentration of the contami
nants, p is the pressure in mm Hg, h is the probability 
for capture per collision, 1' is the anode voltage in 
volts, and b and a are the radii of the cathode and 
anode, respectively, in cm. If the gain is held constant, 
i.e., V/{p In b/a) is constant, the resolution is approxi
mately proportional to the product of pressure times 
counter diameter. Thus, going to very large counters is 
not the answer to the problem of measuring isotropic 
spectra at high energy. By using unusually high volt
ages it is possible to increase the pressure, but the 
accompanying problems of corona discharges and spe
cial cabling and insulators become unwieldy. Using 
tank methane without any provision for purification a 
typical pressure is 6 atm for a 1 in. diam counter with 
a 0.001 in. diam anode. Counters have been built ' 
which have a 3.5 in. diam cathode and a 0.001 in. diam 
anode and which have been filled with 3 atm methane 
or, using a buffer gas, with 2 atm krypton plus 2 atm 
methane. It should be possible to improve high energy 
response by careful purification of optimized gas mix
tures. 

CORRECTIONS FOR GEOMETRICAL DISTORTIONS 

To make use of as much of the experimentally re
corded proton-recoil distribution as possible, i.e. to use 
that region of the data at which significant geometrical 

distortion is occurring, it is necessary to correct the 
measured distribution with the response function for 
the counter. The response function at a given energy 
appropriate to a counter in a uniform neutron flux 
which has cylindrical symmetry about the counter axis 
is the energy distribution from monoenergetic protons 
at that energy generated uniformly and isotropically 
throughout the counter. The response function can be 
determined' from analytic track length probability 
functions and measured range and stopping power 
data. Figure III-16-1 illustrates the calculated re
sponse function at three energies for a 1 in. diam 
counter with a 3 in. sensitive length filled with 6 atm 
methane. For 2 MeV protons a significant number of 
tracks are not distorted—their distribution is indicated 
by a dashed-line Gaussian shape, which represents ex
perimental resolution; the solid line represents the dis
tribution from truncated tracks. At 3.5 MeV virtually 
all tracks are distorted. At 8 MeV the track length is 
so long that the most energy a track can deposit in the 
counter is about 2.7 MeV. 

For the % in. diam methane counter with a I14 in. 
sensitive length and filled with 8 atm of methane (the 
counter used in the most recent spectra measurements; 
see Paper 11-22) the proton-recoil spectrum ends at 
about 3 MeV. The correction for geometrical effects 
proceeds in two parts: the first part corrects for pro
ton-recoils arising from neutrons above the cut-off en
ergy ; the second part corrects for distortion of proton-
recoil tracks arising from neutrons below the cut-off 
energy. In the first part, it is assumed for an in-core 
spectrum measuBement that the neutron spectrum 
above 2.5 MeV is that predicted by a fundamental 
mode calculation (see Paper 11-22). To a good approx
imation the spectrum N{E), as a function of energy, 
can be represented by 

N{E) = V.E e" (2) 

where 7 is a coefBcient adjusted to fit the calculation. 
The functional form is the same as that used to de
scribe the fission spectrum. The temperature T is not 
that for a fission spectrum. The ideal proton-recoil 
spectrum is generated from the neutron spectrum, and 
then the response function for the counter is applied to 
the ideal proton-recoil spectrum to obtain the distorted 
proton-recoil spectrum arising from neutrons with en
ergies greater than 2.5 MeV. The calculated distorted 
proton-recoil distribution is normalized to the meas
ured distribution between 2.5 and 3 MeV. The normal
ized distribution is then subtracted from the measured 
proton-recoil distribution. Thus, the influence of pro
ton-recoils from neutrons above the measurement limit 
is eliminated. Figure III-16-2 (curve labeled "down-
scatter") shows the effect of subtracting out the high 
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FIG. III-16-1. Calculated Response Function at Various 
Energies for a 1 in. diam Counter With a Sensitive Length of 
3 in. Filled With 6 atm Methane. The Energy, Et, and Range, 
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F I G . III-16-2. Measured Neutron Spectra at the Center of 
ZPR-9 Assembly 26 With a Methane-Filled Counter from a 
Proton-Recoil Spectrum With No Corrections, One Corrected 
for Downscatter, and One Corrected for Downscatter and 
Upscatter. ANL-Neg. No. 900-301. 

energy neutron contribution on the central neutron 
spectrum ot ZPR-9 Assembly 26 (see Paper 11-22). 
Note that the spectrum is significantly depressed from 
the spectrum resulting from an uncorrected proton-
recoil distribution. 

The second part of the correction consists of correct
ing the already downscattered corrected proton-recoil 
spectrum for distortion of proton-recoil tracks arising 
from neutrons below the cut-off energy. In this part of 
the correction it is not necessary to assume any form 
for the neutron spectrum. The measured proton-recoil 
spectrum is simply corrected with the counter response 
function from high energy to low energy using integral 
unfolding techniques.^ Figure III-16-2 (curve labeled 
"downscatter and upscatter") points out the magni
tude of the correction on the neutron spectrum. It is 
interesting to find that when both the downscatter and 
upscatter corrections are applied, the neutron spectrum 
is not much different from one derived from an uncor
rected proton-recoil distribution. This situation will 
usually not apply for neutron spectra with shapes sig
nificantly different from those of degraded fission 
sources. 

ELASTIC SCATTERING FROM HEAVY ELEMENTS 

The introduction ot hydrocarbons, such as methane 
or of high-Z noble gases (such as krypton), to decrease 

RD, of the Uniformly and Isotropically Generated Monoener
getic Protons are Indicated. ANL Neg. No. 116-475. 
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proton range will be accompanied by an undesirable 
side effect. Elastic scatter from heavy elements in the 
gas will ionize indistinguishably from proton-recoils 
and the measured distribution contains a component of 
this scattering. 

The ionization spectrum obtained with a methane 
counter contains ionization from carbon recoils. This 
spectrum is corrected for carbon recoils with the as
sumptions that the center-of-mass system scattering 
for neutrons by carbon is isotropic, that the total cross 
section may be represented by 

ac{E) 
5520 

E ->r 1150 
(3) 

with E in keV and o- in barns, and that the relative 
ionization created by a carbon fragment is 0.75 that of 
a proton.- Figure III-16-3 shows the magnitude of the 
correction on the same neutron spectrum considered in 
Fig. III-16-2. 

The addition of krypton to hydrogen gas would be 
less objectionable than the use of methane, apart from 
resolution and stopping power considerations. The 
maximum recoil energy produced by elastic neutron 
scattering by carbon is about 0.3 of the incident neu
tron energy but only about 0.05 for krypton. 

Figure III-16-4 shows a comparison of neutron spec
tra for the same in-core measurement. One spectrum is 
derived from an uncorrected proton-recoil distribution 
and the other spectrum from a fully corrected distribu-

"T I I I I I I I 

NO CORRECTIONS 

F I G . III-16-4. Measured Neutron Spectra at the Center of 
ZPR-9 Assembly 26 With a Methane-Filled Counter from a 
Proton-Recoil Spectrum With No Corrections and One Fully 
Corrected, i.e. Corrected for Downscatter, Upscatter, and 
Carbon Recoils. ANL-Neg. No. 900-306. 

tion, i.e., a distribution which is corrected for down-
scatter, upscatter and carbon recoil effects. It is seen 
that if accurate determinations of neutron spectra are 
to be made, it is necessary to make the above correc
tions. 

10 

NO CORRECTIONS 

__ CARBON 

CORRECTION 

J I I I I I I I 

ENERGY, kev 

PIG. III-16-.3. Measured Neutron Spectra at the Center of 
ZPR-9 Assembly 26 With a Methane-Filled Counter from a 
Proton-Recoil Spectrum With No Corrections and One Cor
rected for Carbon Recoils. ANL-Neg. No. 900-SOS. 

C O N C L U S I O N 

Factors which limit the high energy usefulness of 
proton-recoil counters for neutron spectroscopy were 
discussed above. Means of increasing the high energy 
capability of this method of spectroscopy were consid
ered. Sources of error which in the past have compro
mised the interpretation of high energy data were in
vestigated, and methods for correcting measured pro
ton-recoil distributions were indicated. With a small 
nonperturbing methane counter, in-core neutron spec
tra can be reliably determined to 2 MeV. 
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I l l -17 . Electronics for Proton Recoil Sys tems Using Proport ional Counters 

J. M. LARSON 

INTRODUCTION 

This paper briefly describes the pulse shaping elec
tronics for the proton-recoil proportional counter spec
trometer that is presently in use at the ZPPR facility. 
This spectrometer is an adaptation of the spectrometer 
previously reported in the 1969 Reactor Physics Divi
sion Annual Report^ and differs from the previously 
reported spectrometer in that pulse pile-up rejection 
circuitry has been added. 

This spectrometer is now being routinely used for 
spectrum measurements and allows undistorted pro
ton-recoil spectra to be measured over an energy range 
spanning 1 keV to 3 MeV. The system will accept 

counting rates in excess of 20,000 counts/sec and is 
designed to have high overload capability. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

A block diagram of the system is shown in Fig. 
III-17-1. In this system, the output of the preamplifier 
drives two separate channels of pulse shaping ampli
fiers: (1) a slow channel that determines total ioniza- i 
tion or pulse height and (2) a fast channel that deter- i 
mines the rate of ion collection or pulse rise time. The i 
rate-of-rise data from the fast channel is digitized and i 
divided in the accompanying computer by the digitized ' 
ionization data from the slow channel to determine 
specific ionization. 
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The fast channel consists of a delay line clipping 
circuit located in the splitter-differentiator module, a 
fast rise amplifier, a fast pulse stretcher, an inverter, a 
delay amplifier and a linear gate. The slow channel is 
comprised of a TC202 shaping amplifier, an active dc 
restorer, a delay amplifier and a linear gate. A TMC-
242 dual parameter ADC is used. 

A pulse selector is used in the system for pulse 
pile-up and overload pulse rejection. Live time is ac
counted for by a live time clock that is gated off for 
the duration that the ADCs and computer are busy 
and for the time occupied by all rejected pulses. 
Linear gates are used external to the ADCs to reject 
overload pulses that might otherwise cause baseline 
shift within the ADCs. 

One of the main problems encountered with propor
tional counter proton-recoil systems is the large over
loads generated when the proportional counter is oper
ated at high multiplication, as when measurements are 
made in the 1 to 10 keV region. 

When spectrum measurements are made in this en
ergy range, protons with higher energies create large 
overloads in the preamplifier and in the shaping ampli
fiers. It is thus very important that these amplifiers be 
designed so that they exhibit graceful baseline recov-

: ery following overload events; otherwise, the maxi
mum counting rate capability, without distortion, may 
be greatly reduced. 

PREAMPLIFIER 

The overload performance of the preamplifier is of 
primary' importance and can be improved by using 

. direct coupling combined with a large output swing 
capability. In addition, the preamplifier should be de
signed to have a single dominant decay constant so 
that pole zero cancellation techniques can be used 
effectively in the following shaping amplifiers. The 
preamplifier used in this system was designed expressly 
for use with proportional counters in proton-recoil sys
tems and is described in Ref. 2. This preamplifier is 
direct coupled, charge sensitive and has a 20 V peak 
output swing. 

SPLITTER DIFFERENTIATOR 

A schematic of the splitter differentiator is shown in 
fig. III-17-2. This circuit provides a termination for 
the coaxial cable from the preamplifier and inverts and 
delay-line clips the preamplifier's output signal before 
it is routed to the fast amplifier channel. 

It should be noted that the delay line and inverting 
amplifier (comprised of Qi, Q2 and Q3) are direct cou
pled. This is essential to prevent bias shift and the 
possible cutoff of the inverter in the event that the 
Pfeamplifier saturates. 

The output of the delay line drives the pole zero 
compensation network, comprised of C-l and R-1, 
which decreases the decay time of the pedestal follow
ing the delay-clipped pulse. 

SLOW CHANNEL SHAPING AMPLIFIER 

The slow channel shaping amplifier should utilize 
pole zero compensation so that graceful overload re
covery is obtained. In addition the pole zero compen
sation network should be placed directly in series with 
the input of the amplifier, so that differentiation is 
performed before the input signal is amplified. 

The pole zero compensation of the TC-202 amplifier 
is located at its input, and, in addition, this amplifier 
features Gaussian shaping which yields shaped pulses 
having a narrower overall width than is obtained with 
single RC shaping. 

SLOW CHANNEL DC RESTORER 

In this system the slow channel pulse shaping ampli
fier is operated in the unipolar mode, and as a conse
quence, baseline restoring is required. The baseline re
storer should be of the active type because of the high 
counting rates that occur. In addition, the restorer 
must be capable of being drived by large amplitude 
overloads without generating baseline deviations. 

The baseline restorer used in this system was specif
ically designed for use where large overloading pulses 
are present and is described in Paper III-20. 

SLOW CHANNEL DELAY AMPLIFIER 

The slow channel delay amplifier provides appropri
ate delay so that the input signal and coincidence gate 
to the slow channel ADC have the proper timing. The 
delay amplifier follows the dc restorer and drives the 
slow channel linear gate, and it is therefore important 
that this amplifier be capable of handling overloads 
gracefully without generating baseline shift or devia
tion. 

The schematic of the delay amplifier is shown in 
Fig. III-17-3. The delay amplifier consists of a delay 
line followed by a low-drift direct-coupled amplifier. 
The amplifier uses a direct coupled design that elimi
nates the need for capacitor bypassing across bias net
works, thus providing overload immunity. 

The fast channel delay amplifier is identical to that 
in the slow channel except for differences in delay. 

Linear gates are used external to the ADCs to pre
vent large overload pulses from overloading the ADCs' 
input amplifier stages. 

FAST AMPLIFIER, PULSE STRETCHER, AND INVERTER 

The fast channel linear amplifier is an adaptation of 

the Rush circuit^ and has switchable attenuators for 
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F I G . III-17-3. Schematic of Delay Amplifier. ANL-ID-10S-A11500 Rev. 1. 

gain adjustment. The fast pulse stretcher is the circuit 
reported by R. N. Larsen.* 

The fast channel inverter is an operational amplifier 
connected in the inverting mode. This amplifier inverts 
the negative output level from the stretcher so that a 
positive output level is obtained that is compatible 
with the ADCs. 

PULSE SELECTOR 

A pulse selector is used to inspect incoming pulses 
and to reject those that are determined to be overloads 
or that are distorted by pile-up effects. In addition, the 
pulse selector operates in conjunction with the ADC 
busy signal in controlling the live time clock so that 
the live time clock is gated off for all pulses that ex
ceed a specified lower level. The live time clock re
mains off until the ADCs are no longer busy and the 
baseline is restored to its zero reference level. The 
clock is also gated off for the duration of all rejected 
pulses. A more detailed description of the pulse selec
tor is given in Paper III-15. 

LIVE TIME CLOCK 

The live time clock is comprised of a 10 mc crystal 
oscillator that drives a series of micro-logic dividers. 
The unit can be preset to count from 1 to 1(X)0 min. 
The busy output from the pulse selector controls the 
live time such that the crystal oscillator output is 
gated off whenever the ADCs are busy or for the dura
tion of a rejected pulse. 

Live time is displayed by an octal readout on the 
front panel ot the live time module. 

TEST AND APPLICATION 

The system described above has been tested in the 
Argonne Fast Source Reactor by comparing proton-re
coil spectra taken at low counting rates with the same 
spectra taken at yery high counting rates. These tests 
indicate that non-distorted proton-recoil data can be 
obtained at count rates in excess of 30,000 cps when 
using methane counters, and 10,000 cps when using 
hydrogen counters. The maximum possible count rate 
limit for the system has not been determined but pre
liminary measurements indicate that counting rates up 
to 20,000 cps using hydrogen counters should be at
tainable. 

The system has been used for a number of spectrum 
measurements in ZPPR and ZPR-3. The details of 
these measurements may be found in Paper 11-18. 
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III-18. Developments in the Electronic S y s t e m for Neutron Spectroscopy 
wi th Proton-Recoi l Proportional Counters 

T. J. YULE and E. F. BENNETT 

INTRODUCTION 

The measurement of fast neutron spectra in zero 
power reactors using proton-recoil proportional count
ers with gamma-ray discrimination has been pursued 
at Argonne for a number of years.'"' During this time 
numerous improvements in the electronic system have 
evolved. The electronics of the present spectrometer 
allows undistorted spectra to be recorded over the full 
energy range from 1 keV to 3 MeV with count rates 
exceeding 20,000 counts/sec. A moderately high count 
rate system is especially desirable for measurements in 
plutonium cores where the spontaneous neutron source 
from Pu-240 is rather large. 

ELECTRONICS SYSTEM 

AMPLIFIER SYSTEM 

One problem that is immediately encountered in 
measuring neutron spectra with proportional counters 
is that the electronic system must operate satisfacto
rily under severe amplifier overloads. When the proton 
spectra are being recorded in the low keV range with 

the counter voltage set at high gas multiplication, pro
tons with energies of several MeV create large over
loads. These overloads should not be allowed to cause 
saturation in the preamplifier and should be handled 
appropriately by the slow ionization amplifier, such 
that at moderate count rates undistorted spectra can 
be obtained. 

A block diagram of the amplifier system is shown in 
Fig. 111-18-1. The preamplifier, besides not saturating 
under heavy overloads, must have a moderately fast 
rise time and low noise. A rise time of less than 15 nsec 
is adequate, since diffusion of the electron bunch 
makes meaningless the use of time constants of less 
than 20 nsec even for a fast gas such as methane. At 
shorter time constants the separation of proton-recoils 
and gamma-induced electrons does not improve, while 
the resolution of the peaks worsens because of in- -
creased noise. A charge-sensitive preamplifier specifi- i 
cally designed for proton-recoil proportional counting t 
is used."*"® The preamplifier is able to provide an out- >: 
put pulse of 20 V without saturating. 

The slow side of the amplifier system, which pro-
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duces a pulse whose height is proportional to the ioni
zation, consists of a pole-zero compensated linear 
amplifier, baseline restorer, and inverter amplifier. 
Preamplifier noise dominates the noise in the slow 
channel; noise from the shaping amplifier is negligible. 
Because of the shape of the collection profile, it is not 
obvious whether using unipolar or bipolar pulse shap
ing is superior in high count rate applications. The 
shape of the pulse for a point event is given by ' 

e { oi 'A-/ "! 

(̂') = - A ' " W T 4 V + I ' (1) 
C \a' In b/a ) 

until P = —e/C at which time all charge is collected, e 
is the charge of the electron, C the input capacitance 
of the counter-preamplifier combination, V the voltage 
on the counter, K the positive ion mobility, and a and 
b are the radii of the anode and cathode, respectively. 
A sketch of the pulse profile is shown in Fig. III-18-2a. 
The slow component of the pulse persists until positive 
ion collection-times of the order of milliseconds are 
usual for hydrogen-filled counters. Using reasonable 
time constants in the amplifier of a few /zsec, a sizeable 
pedestal results for large overloads with unipolar pulse 
shaping, as shown in Fig. III-18-2b. It has been sug
gested that an appropriate way of removing this ped
estal, so that reasonable count rate capability can be 
obtained, is to use the pole-zero correction adjusted 
such that a slight negative undershoot is observed that 
just exceeds the amplitude of the pedestal.^' ^ The 
pulse is then restored by using a fast restoring base-
Hne restorer. In the bipolar mode the pedestal is 
strongly attenuated and the dc restorer is not used. 
Time constants of 2.4 /xsec are used for both the unipo
lar and the bipolar mode. The inverter amplifier in
verts the pulse and, for the bipolar pulses, clips the 
second node to be compatible with the pulse selector 
and linear gate which is described in the next section. 

The fast side of the amplifier system, which pro
duces a pulse whose height is proportional to the rise 
time of the pulse from the preamplifier, consists of a 
fast linear amplifier, a fast stretcher and an inverter 
amplifier. The fast amplifier system must have pulse 
shaping constants in the 20 to 100 nsec range for pro
ton-recoil spectroscopy. In the past, pulse differentia
tion was done with a shorted delay line.^ The pulse 
was then amplified by a fast amplifier. At the present 
time a fast amplifier with RC integration and differen
tiation is being used. The amplifier was designed for 
timing with Ge(Li) detectors, surface barrier detec
tors, or photomultipliers. The pulse stretcher and in
verter condition the pulse for the linear gate. 

LOGIC SYSTEM 

A block diagram of the logic system is shown in Fig. 
ni-18-3. The heart of the logic system is the pulse 

selector,*'' which determines whether the slow channel 
pulse is an acceptable data pulse and if so, allows it 
along with the corresponding fast pulse to be analyzed 
by the ADCs. A number ot requirements must be met 
before the pulse is regarded as acceptable. The pulse 
must be within a window set by an upper level and a 
lower level discriminator. The ADC-computer combi
nation must not be busy. The pulse must be a data 
pulse and not a pulser pulse. (Pulser pulses are used 
for live timing, as explained in the next section.) The 
timer must be on. The baseline must have been down 
for a set period of time. This function is performed by 
a baseline discriminator and paralysis circuit. For a 
given pulse or combination of overlapping pulses the 
length of time the baseline discriminator is exceeded is 
determined, and for our purposes may be referred to as 
the pulse width. The pulse selector will deem unaccept
able any pulse which comes within a present number of 
pulse widths of a previous pulse. The preset number of 
dead widths may be 1, 2 or 3. The logic outputs from 
the pulse selector are: one that indicates that the base
line discriminator has been exceeded—^BLD; one that 
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F I G . III-18-2. Pulse Profiles. (aJ Pulse Profile at Input of 
Preamplifier; (b) Overload Profile at Output of Slow Amplifier 
Without Pole-Zero Correction for Undershoot. ANL Neg. No. 
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FIG. III-18-3. Block Diagram of Logic System and Data Storage System Used for Neutron Spectroscopy with Protron-Recoil 
Proportional Counters. ANL Neg, No. 116-314. 
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FIG. III-18-4. Typical Specific Ionization Spectrum. ANL 
Neg. No. 11S-84S. 

indicates the pulse is an acceptable data pulse— 
PSO-TAG; and one that indicates that the pulse is an 
acceptable pulser pulse—PSO-TAG. An acceptable 
pulser pulse must meet all the requirements that an 
acceptable data pulse must meet. A test pulser pulse is 

distinguished from a data pulse at the pulse selector by 
a coincident tag pulse—TAG. 

The pulse selector also contains an option for pile-up 
rejection. The pile-up rejection circuit differentiates 
the pulse with a short time constant and checks to see 
that the zero crossing of the pulse appears at the 
proper time with respect to the time mark generated 
by the differentiation. We have chosen not to use the 
ojition in two-parameter analysis for two reasons. 
Firstly, the two-parameter analysis already contains a 
fast differentiation, whose magnitude is stored with the 
pulse height. If a proton pulse is distorted because of 
liile-up, the division of the fast pulse height by the 
slow pulse height for a given slow pulse height will be 
such that the event will appear to be a gamma-ray 
induced event and not be counted as a proton-recoil. 
Secondly, the large range of rise times for pulses from 
a hydrogen counter (where electron drift velocities are 
low) are such that if the pile-up sensor is to be effec
tive for detecting proton event pile-up, some legitimate 
single gamma-ray induced events will appear to be 
pile-up events and thus rejected. The shape of the 
peak of the gamma-ray induced events will depend on 
the count rate. An uncertainty results when one makes 
a background subtraction using background generated 
at some different count rate because the backgrounds 
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FIG. III-18-5. Pulser Pulse-Height Spectrum Using Unipolar 
Pulse Shaping and a Preset Dead Width of 3 with Zero Counter 
Voltage. ANL Neg. .fo. 116-310. 

will not match. There are ways around this problem by 
employing additional circuits, but unless one wants to 
increase the count rates far in excess of 20,000 counts/ 
sec, such measures are not called for. However, when 
gamma-ray discrimination is not being employed, 
pile-up rejection may be effective in limiting distor
tion. Care must be taken not to set the pile-up rejec
tion for too short a pulse width since even in a fast gas 
hke methane, long track lengths along the diameter 
have a considerably different rise time than tracks 
along the axis. 

The linear gates delay and stretch the pulses from 
the slow and fast sides of the system and allow the 
pulses to be strobed through to the ADCs only if the 

appropriate PSO • TAG logic pulses are present. Scalers 
record BLD and PSO-TAG. 

COUNTING LOSS DETERMINATION 

Because of the presence of the pulse selector, it is 
not possible to determine counting losses by simply 
monitoring when the ADC-computer combination is 
busy." The whole system must be taken into account. 
Pulses from a test pulser operating at a fixed fre
quency (60 per sec) are presented to the input of the 
preamplifier. A tag pulse is also generated to identify 
pulser pulses. The test pulse must meet all the require
ments of an undistorted data pulse and be accompa-
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F I O . III-18-6. Pulser Pulse-Height Spectrum Using Unipolar 
Pulse Shaping and a Preset Dead Width of 3 in the Presence 
of 22,000 counts/sec from a Hydrogen-Filled Counter. ANL 
Neg. No. 116-Slg. 
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nied by a tag to have the pulse selector generate a 
PSO-TAG pulse. The live time of the system is simply 

PSO-TAG 
Live Time = Real Time - TAG 

(2) 

where real time is determined from the timer, TAG are 
the number of test pulses generated during this time, 
and PSO-TAG are the number of acceptable pulser 
pulses. Such a live timing system is only suitable for 
constant count rates.' 

Such a count loss determination system may be ap
plied as a rapid method of determining distortion as a 
function of count rate. In this mode one allows only 
pulser pulses to be analyzed in the presence ot counter 
generated pulses. PSO-TAG is used to strobe the linear 
gates and ADCs instead of PSO-TAG. The resulting 
distribution of pulser pulses indicates the extent of 
distortion. Results of such tests are considered in an
other section. 

STORAGE INFORMATION 

The ADCs are interfaced to a Varian Data Ma
chines 622 computer. The storage routine" and the 

PULSE HEIGHT 

FIG. III-18-7. Pulser Pulse-Height Spectrum'Using Unipolar 
Pulse Shaping and a Preset Dead Width of 1 in the Presence 
of 22,000 counts/sec from a Hydrogen-Filled Counter. AifL 
Neg. No. 116-309. 
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F I G . II1-18-8. Pulser Pulse-Height Spectrum Using Bipolar 
Pulse Shaping and a Preset Dead Width of 3 in the Presence 
of 22,000 counts/sec from a Hydrogen-Filled Counter. ANL 
Neg. -Ho. 1)6-311. 

details of the interface'' have been described else
where. The computer forms the ratio of fast-to-slow 
pulse height, i.e. the radial specific ionization of the 
event. This ratio along with the ionization of the event 
is stored in a two-parameter array. Figure III-18-4 
illustrates part of a typical array for a given value of 
ionization. The region at high values of the specific 
radial ionization corresponds to proton-recoil events 
and at low values to fast electrons from interactions of 
gamma-rays with the walls of the counter. 

TESTING THE ELECTRONIC SYSTEM 

DYNAMIC TEST PULSER TEST OF SYSEM 

The count rate capability of the system was checked 
using the test pulser method previously described. A1 
in. diam counter with a 6.5 in. sensitive length fille<i 
with predominately hydrogen gas at 80 psi was placed 
5 in. from the graphite-uranium interface of the Snell 
block.'^ The spectrum in this position is quite hard and 
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the long sensitive length of the counter means that 
proton-recoils of several MeV can be stopped in the 
counter. The counter was operated at a voltage of 
4400 V, which corresponds to a gas gain of about 3300. 
The electronics were such that full scale ionization 
would be a few keV. This represents about the most un
favorable condition with respect to severe overloads. 
The undistorted pulse-height distribution, i.e., no volt
age on the counter, is shown in Fig. III-18-5. The effect 
of various pulse shaping and dead width combinations 
at a deadtime-corrected, baseline discriminator rate of 
22,000 counts/sec are shown in Figs. III-18-6 through 
111-18-9. Note that the ordinate is a logarithmic scale. 
The cleanest peak is obtained with unipolar shaping 
using the baseline restorer and a dead width setting of 
3 pulse widths, as shown in Fig. III-18-6. Figure I I I -
18-7 indicates that when the dead width setting is re
duced to 1, unacceptable distortion occurs. There is 
some fast undershoot associated with the large over
loads that the baseline restorer is not able to smooth 
out. Figure III-18-8 indicates the effect of using bipo
lar pulse shaping and a dead width setting of 3. The 
pulse width is that associated with only the first node 
of the bipolar pulse. The amount of distortion is ac
ceptable—only about 3% of the counts fall in channels 
less than 90 and greater than 100. Figure III-18-9 
shows the effect of using unipolar pulse shaping and a 
dead width setting of 2. When comparing unipolar 
pulse shaping and bipolar pulse shaping, it is most 
useful to consider Figs. III-18-8 and III-18-9. The 
pulse width times the dead width setting is approxi
mately equal for the two cases, when only the width of 
the first node is taken for the bipolar pulse. It is seen 
that unipolar shaping produces slightly less of a low 
energy tail, whereas there is no difference in the high 
energy tails. For a given live time, the unipolar or 
bipolar modes are almost equivalent. 

The system was also checked for differential linear
ity in the various modes by using a ramp generator as 
the voltage reference for the test pulser. The 1 in. diam 
hydrogen counter at 4400 V was used. 

GAMMA SPECTRUM TEST OF SYSTEM 

Tests were made by looking at the recoil electrons 
from the wall of the counter when a cesium gamma 
source was placed near the counter. Various voltage 
and count rate combinations were investigated. In
stead of using a two-parameter analysis, one-parame
ter was used. The interest was in the recoil-electron 
distribution and there were no neutrons present. Such 
tests permit the determination of the quality of over
lap of adjacent voltage settings without the uncer
tainty of background subtraction that is present in a 
typical proton-recoil measurement, where gamma-ray 

; ' ' fl 
-
_ 

-

r p 

-

-

~ \ 

f^•r 

I 

1 1 

BLD - 22,000 
UNIPOLAR 
DEAOWfDTH = 2 
LIVETIME = 47.9% 

1 

\ 1 
\ 

^ 

~ 

_ 

_ 

-

-

-

^ 

-

60 70 90 100 IIO 120 

^ PULSE HEIGHT 

FIG. III-18-9. Pulser Pulse-Heighl. Spectrum Using Unipolar 
Pulse Shaping and a Preset Dead Width of 2 in the Presence 
of 22,000 counts/sec from a Hydrogen-Filled Counter. ANL 
Neg. No. 116-313. 

induced background will always be present. These tests 
offer some advantage over pulser testing because one is 
looking at legitimate counter pulses with their variety 
of profiles. However, these tests are dependent on rela
tive cahbration data for the various voltages. Good 
overlap was realized for the various voltages in the 
tests, indicating there were probably no systematic er
rors being overlooked. 

It may appear that undue emphasis has been placed 
in this report in detailing the types and quality of the 
tests that have been performed. Nevertheless, the tests 
proved essential in determining the quality of the elec
tronic system. About two years ago a solid-state, volt
age sensitive preamplifier passed all the static tests de
scribed above, as well as the dynamic tests with the 
test pulser. However, all data taken with this preampli
fier showed differences of a few percent in overlap from 
voltage to voltage. It was only after making careful 
tests with the gamma spectrum method that the over-
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laji difficulty could be attributed to a small differential 
non-linearity for proportional counter pulse profiles. 
The preamplifier was subsequently replaceil with the 
one described above. 
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III-19. Comparison of Neutron Spectra from Proton-Recoi l Counters 
INIeasured with the Idaho and Illinois Configurations 

T. J. YULE and G. G. SIMONS 

During the last fê v years a number of neutron spec
trum measurements have been made using proton-re
coil proportional counters at Argonnc's Idaho and Illi
nois sites. During this time, some differences have 
arisen in the experimental configurations and analysis 
of the data. A considerable effort has taken place at 
Idaho in improving the count rate capability of the elec
tronics. While the electronics have been contiimally im
proved at Illinois, the major effort has been in devel
oping the analysis. It was decided that it would be 
useful if members from both sites would measure the 
same spectrum using their existing detector assemblies 
and pulse shaping electronics. The measurement would 
enal)le the two groups to work together at one site and 
thus insure a consistent approach to measurement 
technii|ues and analysis. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE APPARATUS 

Counters manufactured by Reactor Controls, Inc. 
were used. Table III-19-I contains the physical dimen
sions and gas fillings for the counters. The two hydro
gen-filled counters and the Illinois methane-filled 
counter were filled at Illinois. The ratios of sensitive 
volumes were determined by introducing a known 
amount of A-37 into the counters and determining the 
relative count rates. The counters were filled to pres
sures at which the resolution started to worsen appre
ciably, i.e., about 10% FWHM. Pressure tests had 
shown that the small amount of methane, about \% in 
the hydrogen-filled counter, was adequate for quench
ing. The Idaho methane-filled counter was filled by 
Reactor Controls, Inc. There is some question about 

T.\BLP] III-19-I. PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS .\ND G. \S FILLINGS FOR PROPORTION.\L COI'NTEU CHAMBERS 

Methane—Idaho 
Methane—Illinois 
Hydrogen—Idaho 
Hydrogen—Illinois 

Inside Diameter, 
in. 

0.593 
0.593 
0.343 
0.343 

Sensitive 
Length, 

in. 

1.26 
1.25 
0.76 
0.75 

.\node Diameter, 
in. 

O
O

O
O

 

Relative 
Volume 

4.33 
4.19 
1.00 
1.00 

Gas Filling, lb/in.' at 0°C 

Methane 

110.0 
113.0 

1.34 
1.34 

Hydrogen 

135.0 
135.0 

Nitrogen 

4.60 
1.09 
1.38 
1.38 
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the actual filling and the numbers in the table for this 
counter are tentative. 

The pulse shaping compnents for the Idaho and Illi
nois configurations are described in Papers III-17 and 
111-18. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE MEASUREMENT 

The neutron spectrum chosen for the comparison 
was that found in a large block of uranium metal 
available at the Argonne Thermal Source Reactor. 
During the measurements, the count rates were moder
ate—i.e., less than 10,000 counts/sec above a discrimi
nator set at twice the noise level. Count rate tests had 
been previously conducted on both systems and this 
rate was known not to introduce significant distortions. 

The methane-filled counter was used to measure re
coil protons with energies above a nominal 100 keV. 
Three voltage runs were required. The two lowest volt
age runs were made without gamma ray discrimina
tion. 

The hydrogen-filled counter covered energies below 

a nominal 100 keV. For all five voltages with the hy
drogen-filled counter, gamma ray discrimination was 
used. It is possible to extend the measurements with 
the hydrogen-filled counter to higher energies, but be
cause of uncertainty in the energj' calibration once the 
track lengths become large, interpretation of the data 
is difficult. 

COMPARISON OF THE TWO MEASUREMENTS 

Figure III-19-1 presents the derived neutron spectra. 
The proton-recoil spectra were corrected for field ef
fects and W, but not for carbon recoils or finite range 
effects. The upturn in the neutron spectra at the end of 
the methane region, i.e., at about 100 keV, and struc
ture seen around 1.5 keV in the Idaho data are not real 
but were traced to errors induced by improper gamma 
ray background subtraction and not to different fast 
neutron responses. This particular measurement em
phasizes the necessity for care in making background 
subtractions. 
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III-20. A Precision dc Baseline Restorer for Proton Recoil Proportional Counting 

.1. M. LARSON 

IINTRODUCTION 

This note describes a precision dc restorer that was 
designed principally for use with the proton recoil 
spectrometer described in Paper III-17. This spectrom
eter uses unipolar pulse shaping and, as a consequence, 
dc restoring is necessary to prevent spectral distortion 
generated by baseline shifts during overloads and at 
high counting rates. 

A baseline restorer used in this application must 
have: (1) fast baseline recovery so that high counting 
rates may be handled without baseline shift, (2) dc 
baseline stability so that long-term baseline shifts due 
to tem]ierature or power supply variations remain neg
ligible, and (3) immunity to large amplitude overloads 
that might otherwise cause the restorer itself to gener
ate baseline deviations. 

The restorer described herein achieves fast baseline 
recovery through the use of an active restoring circuit. 
Direct current baseline stability wdth temperature var
iation is obtained by use of differential pairs and drift 
compensation using field effect transistors. Overload 
capability is provided by using a direct coujiled design 

that eliminates the need for capacitor by-passing 
across bias networks. 

CIRCUIT DESCRIPTION 

The baseline restorer is shown schematically in Fig. 
III-20-1 and is coin])rised of an active restoring circuit 
(transistors Qi through QK), and an output driving 
amplifier I transistors Qi, through Qml. The restoring 
circuit is based on the Robinson Circuit' in the more 
elaborate active restorer configuration, similar to that 
described by Williams.-

The simplified Robinson Circuit is shown in Fig. 
III-20-2, and its output response to a square input 
pulse is shown in Fig. III-20-3. In this circuit, the 
current sink draws a current U = 1/2 Ii, and with no 
input signal the diode currents are of equal magnitude. 
The individual voltage drops across the diodes are then 
also equal and cancel so that the output of the circuit 
is normally maintained very near to zero volts. 

When a positive input pulse occurs, diode CR-1 cuts 
off and CR-2 conducts with a current I3 = / i . With 
CR-1 cut off, capacitor C is discharged by the current 
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FIG. III.20-2. Basic Robinson Restorer. ANL-ID-IOS-AU4S8. 

h, drawn by the current sink, and consequently the 
output voltage droops by an amount AF = /oAf/C 

On the trailing transition of the in|)ut, the output of 
the circuit then undershoots by an amount AF causing 
diode CR-1 to conduct, thus cutting off CR-2. Capaci
tor C is then charged by the current (/i — /a) = / i / 2 
= /2, thus restoring the output to the baseline in a 
time Af = AFC//2 after the trailing edge of the input 
pulse. 

In actual practice, the time A( required to restore 
the output of the circuit to the baseline is generally 
somewhat longer than indicated by the simplified ex
pressions given above. This effect is due largely to the 
variation of the dynamic resistance of the diodes as a 
function of their forward current. 

The active restoring circuit described in this paper 
includes the Robinson Circuit, described above, in an 
amplifier feedback loop to idealize the diode character
istics and to force large restoring currents to flow^ 
whenever the baseline drops below zero volts, thus 
forcing rapid and precision baseline recovery. This ef
fect is illustrated by the simplified circuit and wave
forms of Figs. III-20-4 and III-20-5. 

In this circuit h is set equal to 2/™ for the condition 
of no input signal and with the output Eo = 0 V. When 
a positive pulse occurs, CR-1 cuts off, CR-2 conducts, 
and C is discharged in the same manner as with the 

basic Robinson circuit described earlier; however, the 
circuit differs in that when the baseline goes negative 
and CR-1 conducts, the restoring current / i is in
creased to a value of A = E^A, where A is the open 
loop gain of the feedback network. If A is large, / j also 
becomes large when the baseline is negative with the 
result that baseline recovery can be made extremely 
rapid. In this jiarticular design, / j may take on values 
as high as 50 mA, yielding typical baseline recovery 
times of approximately 1 /isec for a 1 V undershoot. 

The output voltage from the baseline restorer drives 
a direct coupled outjiut driving amplifier that provides 
isolation between the output of the restorer and the 
external load. This amplifier has an open loop gain in 
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FIG. III-20-4. Active Baseline Restorer. ANL-ID-IOS-AII 
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^T 

FIG. III-20-5. Pulse Waveform 
ID-I03-A114S9. 

I Using Active Restorer.^A^L-

excess of 5,000 and a closed loop gain of 2, resulting in 
excellent linearity and low output impedance. 

DRIFT COMPENSATION 

Differential transistor pairs are used in the ai)]U'o-
priate gain stages of both the restorer and outjiut driv
ing amplifier; however, temiierature compensation is 
achieved primarily by adjusting the temperature drift 
of the input field effect transistors Qi and Qg. The drift 
of these transistors is a function of their bias currents, 
and their drift can be ad.iusted to compensate for other 
drifts within the remainder of the circuit. 

Initially tbe bias current of QD is adjusted, with its 
gate grounded, until the temiierature drift of the out

put driving amplifier is minimized. The gate of Q, is 
then disconnected from ground and the bias current of 
Ql is adjusted until the overall temperature drift of the 
unit is minimized. 

This technique eliminates the necessity of using 
matched transistor differential pairs and still achieves 
excellent temperature stability. The baseline of these 
units tyjiically drifts no more than 21/2 mV for a tem
perature variation from 40 to 130°F. 

The restoring circuit and the output driving ampli
fier are isolated from the ±24 V NIM levels by the 
internal regulators comprised of Q20 through Qj,. 
These regulators essentially remove any ac ripple ex
isting on the supply levels and also maintain a con
stant 18 V output, thus isolating the internal restorer 
circuits from any dc variations that might occur on the 
±24 V levels due to external power supply loading. 

OVERLOAD CAPABILITY 

All bias voltages in the circuit are supplied from 
emitter followers having low output impedances so 
that capacitor bypassing of the bias networks is elimi
nated. This arrangement prevents bias network bypass 
capacitors from charging during overloads, thus pre
venting unwanted time constants that could degrade or 
otherwise extend baseline recovery time after the over
loading signal has ]>assed. 
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111-21. Spectrum Analysis for a Silicon Fiss ion-Fragment Detector 

E. M. BOHN and A. B. LONG 

INTROOUCTION 

A thin silicon solid state detector is currently being 
tested in the ZPR-6 and -9 critical assemblies for the 
measurement of fission rates.' The fission fragment 
pulse height spectrum obtained with this detector in
cludes extraneous counts due to gamma background 
in the reactor and electronic noise. This extraneous 
noise must be separated from the spectrum in order 
to determine the absolute fission rate. A method based 
on kinetic energy spectrum analysis for silicon de

tectors^ has been developed to aid in the determination 
of the absolute fission rate. 

S P E C T R U M A N A L Y S I S 

A typical detector-fission source arrangement is 
sliown in Fig. III-21-1. Fission fragments leaving the 
.source foil and traveling to the detector lose energy in 
the source deposit, in the layer of air between the 
source and detector, and in the silicon dead layer of the 
detector. The measured fission fragment kinetic energy 
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distribution is distorted and displaced along the energy 
axis as a result of the energy losses suffered by fission 
fragments traversing a distribution of paths between 
source and detector. 

The number of fission fragments recorded with 
kinetic energy T is given by 

N{T) = T.P,'E Y{T.Ml/V2^';) 
(1) 

• e x p ( - ( r - T,J-/2a])]. 

In Eq. (1), Pj is the probabilit.v ot a fission fragment 
traversing the source-detector separation along path 
j , Tij is the most probable kinetic energy for fragment 
i traversing path j , Y{Tij) is the yield of the most 
probable energy for fragment i traversing path ./, and 
IT, is the standard deviation of the kinetic energy dis
tribution in fission for fragment i. 

The fission fragment energy losses through each ma
terial along the source-detector path are computed 
with the empirical expression' 

AT, = [27',Z;l/,/Z,]"=A(j/0.0685.4, (2) 

where Z and A are the atomic number and mass of 
the energy absorbing material, T, is the most probable 
post-neutron-emission kinetic energy for fragment i. 
Mi and Z, are the ma.ss and most probable atomic 
number of the ith fragment, and At is the thickness of 
the absorbing material. Referring to Fig. III-21-2, for 
fragment i traveling through material k along p a t h j . 

AT-,,, [2Tint.itZM,/Z,]'i'-Atn./0.06S5A. (3) 

The most probable kinetic energy for fragment i tra
versing a path / from source to detector is then given 
by 

T„ E AT'u. (4) 

In order to compare the calculated spectrum witti a 
measured spectrum, the kinetic energy distribution 
given by Eq. (1) is converted to a pulse height spec
trum using the Schmitt transformation,' 

X„ = (a -b 6.1/,)r,; -I- c -F dMi (5) 

where X„ is the nth pulse height channel and o, b, c, and 
(! are detector con.stants determined from the experi
mental pulse height distribution. 

FISSION FRAGMENT CONSTANTS AND 

DETECTOR PARAMETERS 

The most probable post-neutron-emission kinetic 
energy for each fission fragment from the fi.ssion of 
F-2:i.i was computed using the relation' 

Ti = M,T*/{M, -\- Vi), (6) 

FISSION SOURCE 
FOIL 

LAYER OF AIR 

FISSILE MATERIAL 
DEPOSIT 

SILICON FISSION 
FRAGMENT 
DETECTOR 

SILICON DEAD 
LAYER 

F I G . III-21-1. Detector-Fission Source Contiguration. .{.XL 
Neg. No. 116-540. 

where T, is the most probable pre-neutron emission 
kinetic energy for fragment i'" and P, is the average 
number of prompt neutrons emitted by fragment i after 
fission.'^ The most probable atomic numbers, Z, , for 
U-235 fission fragments were taken from Wahl.^ 

The values of u, which are used in Etp (1) were de
termined by comparing a calculated distribution with 
the undistorted (no energy ab.sorbers j)resent) U-2.35 
pulse height spectrum given by Schmitt et al.^ It was 
found that values for a, of 5.4 for the light mass frag
ments and 4.4 for the heavy mass fragments reproduced 
the Schmitt spectrum very well. 

(CALCULATED SPECTRUM 

A computer program, utilizing Etis. (1-5), has been 
developed to calculate the fission frtigment spectrum 

SILICON 
DETECTOR 

FIG. III-21-2. Detector-Fisson Source Coiihguration and the 
Components of Fission Fragment Path^' Through the Source 
Deposit (Material k = 1), Through the Air Layer Between 
Source and Detector {Material A- ~ 2), and Through the Silicon 
Dead La.ver of the Detector (Material k = 3). A.\'L Neg. No. 
116-541. 
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FIG. III-21-3. Observed (xxx) and Calculated ( ) Fission 
Fragment Pulse Height Spectrum for 20 /^g/cm^ U-235 Source 
and a Silicon Solid State Detector. ANL Neg. No. 116-542. 

obtained with a silicon detector and U-235 source foil. 
Fission fragments are assumed to be emitted isotropi
cally from within the source foil. The source foil is 
assumed to be small (i.e., a point source) compared 
with the detector dimensions. The solid angle for de
tection is divided into a number of discrete solid angles 
Adj and the probabilities Py of Eq. (1) are computed 
as the ratios of these discrete angles to the total solid 
angle of emission. 

The kinetic energy-pulse height distribution obtained 
with the thin silicon detector described in Ref. 1 and a 
20 Mg/cm^ U-235 source in the thermal column of the 
Argonne Thermal Source Reactor is shown in Fig. 
III-21-3. The calculated spectrum, which includes 
energy losses in the source, the air layer (0.01 in. thick) 
between the detector and source, a .silicon dead layer 
assumed to be 1.2 M thick, and a path length distribu
tion including 20 discrete paths, is also shown in I'ig. 
III-21-3. 

The measured spectrum contains extraneous counts 
in the low channels due to electronic noise and gamma 
background radiation. The total percent counts in the 
experimental spectrum which are due to fission frag
ments is determined by comparing the fraction of each 
spectrum (experimental and computed spectrum) under 

the high energy, light fragment peak. This portion of 
the experimental spectrum is uninfluenced by extrane
ous counts. By summing and comparing the total per
cent counts under the light fragment peaks (above 
channel 145) in Fig. 111-21-3, it is found that 93.7% 
of the counts in the experimental spectrum are due to 
fissions. Also note in Fig. III-21-3 that the calculated 
spectrum does not go to zero at channel 0. Some of the 
fragments leaving the source are completely stopped 
before reaching the detector. The detector efficiency 
(fraction of fragments leaving the source that are de
tected) is computed to be 90.8%. 

SUMMARY 

The method presented here for fi.ssion fragment spec
trum analysis for solid state detectors appears to work 
well. The pulse height spectrum shape is predicted 
well, indicating that the fission fragment energy losses 
through succe.ssive layers of ab.sorbing materials (source, 
air, silicon) are described adequately. 

It was found that the thickness of the silicon dead 
layer of the detector greatly influenced the final spec
trum shape. If this method is employed as an aid in 
the determuiation of absolute fission rates measured 
with silicon detectors, a precise knowledge of the silicon 
dead layer thickness is required. 
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INTRODUCTION 

It is not possible, at present, to measure the entire 
continuous neutron energy distribution in fast reactors 
(or fast critical assemblies) with a single detector or 
method. Present methods of continuous fast neutron 
spectroscopy possess fundamental energy limitations 
which lead, in turn, to finite energy regions of applica
bility. Pulsed critical assembly Time-of-Flight (TOF) 
measurements afford the possibility of examining the 
low energj' portion of fast reactor spectra—an energy 
region virtually inaccessible to other methods. 

Accurate TOF experiments in this energy region re
quire that the energy dependent efficiency of the detec
tion system be known or determined experimentally. 
The quality of spectral data obtained in TOF measure
ments depends crucially upon the accuracy with which 
this efficiency is known. Additional characteristics of a 
TOF detection system which bear upon the quality of 
the spectral measurements are fast response, high neu
tron sensitivity, and low gamma ray sensitivity. 

A detection system using the He-3(n,p)T reaction 
would satisfy many of these requirements. The cross 
section of this reaction is l / v below about 200 keV. 

Consequently, the energy dependence of such a detec
tion system would be well-known and elaborate cali
bration experiments would not be required. Further
more, the He-3(7i,p)T reaction becomes dominant 
(with respect to all other possible neutron reactions) 
below 10 keV. Hence, a detection system using this 
reaction would be well suited for measuring the low 
energy end of fast reactor spectra. 

He-3 proportional counters are a conventional and 
widely used neutron detector. Although these counters 
are usually of small active volume, they may be 
stacked to cover a large area. Fast neutron detection 
efficiency is limited by the maximum He-3 pressure 
that can be used. In these counters, the typical upper 
pressure limit is a few hundred psi. However, propor
tional counters possess slow response time. From the 
viewpoint of TOF exjieriments, this characteristic is a 
serious limitation, since the energy resolution obtained 
with these detectors would be poor. 

An He-3 gas scintillator detection system would pos
sess the advantages described above and at the same 
time provide good energy resolution. Gas scintillators 
are verv fast. A rise time of a few nanoseconds is not 
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FIG. III-22-2. High Voltage Wiring Diagram for the RCA-
8575 Photomultiplier, A.\'L Neg. No. 116-465. 
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r Response to the Cm-244 
ng of Approximately 55 psi. 

uiicommoii for these detectors. Moreover, helium gas 
scintillators can operate at very high pressures. In 
fact, it has already been demonstrated that such detec
tors (with small admixtures of xenon to improve scin
tillation light out])ut) function properly at pressures 
above 1000 psi.' 

GAS SCINTILLATOR DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION 

The general design features of the He-3 gas scintil
lator can be found in Fig. III-22-1. The gas scintillator 
chamber body was machined of type 304 stainless 
steel. The inside surface of the chamber was honed to a 
smooth mirror-like finish. After fabrication, the 
chamber was thoroughly cleansed and then baked out 
at apjiroximately 250°C under vacuum for about 15 
hours. 

A 0.95 cm thick quartz glass disc serves as the exit 
window for the gas scintillator. Hydrostatic pressure 
tests revealed that the counter (with quartz window) 
was leak tight up to 1100 psi. The quartz exit window 
is seated to the scintillator body with a Teflon 0-ring. 
Teflon is used to reduce hydrocarbon outgassing that 
would otherwise severely quench gas scintillation. 

An oi)aque coating of WgO (roughly 1 mm thick) 
was ajiplied to the interior surface of the chamber to 
serve as a diffuse white reflector. After the MgO coat
ing was applied, the counter w'as outgassed by baking 
at a]iproximateIy 350°C under vacuum for two weeks. 
After bakeout, an organic wavelength shifter, diphen-
ylstilbene (DPS), was vacuum deposited over the 
MgO reflector. A DPS thickness of approximately 300 
/Ag/cm- was deposited.' 

To view the gas scintillations, an RCA 8575 photo
multiplier is directly coupled to the quartz exit win
dow. Negative high voltage is used to obtain a directly 
coupled fast anode output pulse. The high voltage-dy-
uode schematic is displayed in Fig. III-22-2. A capaci
ty-coupled output pulse is also available from the 
eighth dynode. 

To evaluate detector performance, provision was 
made for the installation of an internal alpha source 
The internal alpha source was located near the chara-
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ber center, as shown in Fig. III-22-1, in order to avoid 
complications that would otherwise arise from wall ef
fects. This internal source was removed for subsequent 
evaluation of the neutron rcsjionse of the He-3-gas 
scintillator. 

PRELIMINARY RESULTS 

Ijong term stability of the gas scintillator was tested 
with an internal Cm-244 alpha source (5.80 MeV) and 
a xenon gas filling of approximately 55 psi. The scintil
lator response was followed for a time period of 
roughly 6 months. Over this interval, the observed 
alpha particle resolution of the gas scintillator deterio
rated quite slowdy from an initial value close to 10% 
(FWHM) to a final value of about 15%. The dynode 
output response observed wdth the internal Cm-244 at 
the end of the stability test period is displayed in Fig. 
I1I-22-3. 

Preliminary investigations of the neutron response 
were carried out with a gas mixture of approximately 
24 psi xenon and 32 psi He-3. The response of the gas 
scintillator to neutrons and gamma-rays is compared 
in Fig. III-22-4. Neutrons were obtained from a mod
erated americium-beryllium source and gamma-rays 
from a strong Co-60 source. Note that the gamma re
sponse lies in a pulse-height range slightly higher than 
tube noise (dark current). Consequently, when gam
ma-ray descrimination is important, better pulse 
height separation between gammas and neutrons may 
be possible by selecting low noise photomultipliers. 
(The particular RCA-8575 photomultiplier chosen for 
these tests was, at best, an average tube from the 
viewpoint of dark current.) In any event. Fig. III-22-4 
reveals the basic insensitivity of the gas scintillator to 
gamma radiation, since a gamma-to-neutron flux ratio 
of roughly 150 was used for these measurements. 

A sampling scope was used to analyze the fast anode 
output directly. The pulse shape response due to neu
trons is shown in Fig. III-22-5. It can be seen that the 
detector rise time is about 3 nsec. Further investigation 

tu 

< 
_l 
O > 

TIME, 2 nanoseconds/div. 
F I G . III-22-5. Sampling Scope Photograph of the Neutron 

Response of the He-3 Oas Scintillator (Direct Anode Output) . 
ANL Neg. No. 116-471. 

revealed that noise (dark current! pulses possess vir
tually the same shape. Consequently, the response time 
characteristics of the present detector are not limited 
by the gas scintillator, but can be attributed to the 
RCA-8575 photomultiplier. 

I t can be estimated from Fig. III-22-4 that a pulse-
height resolution of approximately 50% (FWHM) was 
obtained in these preliminary neutron measurements 
at an energy of 780 keV, corresponding to the positive 
Q of the He-3(?i,p)T reaction. Although some im
provement in resolution is desirable and may be antici
pated, the present detector provides adequate dis
crimination frorft the viewpoint of TOF measurements. 
Satisfactory gamma-ray discrimination has already 
been demonstrated in Fig. III-22-4. Discrimination 
against He-3 elastic knock-on events can also be ade
quately achieved in TOF measurements with the pres
ent gas scintillator resolution. 
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111-23. Stat ist ical F luc tua t ions and the False Alarm Frequency of Safety Channels 

K. G. A. PORGES 

Continuously operating channels which deliver a 
warning function or initiate some remedial action (up 
to and including plant shutdown) whenever their read
out exceeds a certain limit have been widely used in 

various industrial processing plants. In power reactor 
safety applications, such channels must meet particu
larly stringent requirements while sensors are at the 
same time exposed to a hostile and debilitating envi-
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ronment. The current ileveloinnent of large L i l F B R 
plants' operating at higher temperature and rftdiation 
levels, as well as at a considerably higher power den
sity, than conventional water and gas-cooled cores has 
led to even more difficult requirements—not only as 
regards radiation and temperature hardness of sensors, 
but particularly with respect to the required speed or 
response. In very general terms, the output—usually 
an analog signal such as a voltage or current—lags 
behind the direct output at the sensor head due to the 
finite response speed of the various electronic elements 
of the channel, beginning with the transmission lino. 
While certain possibilities promising considerable im
provements in this response lag have been proposed,-- ' 
existing and well-tested methods of sensing flux level, 
temperature, flow, etc. all develop an output signal 
which exhibits a characteristic "rise-time" in response 
to a step function in the measured parameter input. 
Earlier warning thus necessarily implies a lower warn
ing or alarm level, which in turn emphasizes the fre
quency of false alarms due to various fluctuations in 
the input, translated by the channel into readout fluc
tuations. 

In some types of sensing channels, fluctuations of a 
special nature appear, e.g. flow measurements of very 
high sensitivity and wideband frequency response may 
pick up pump effects as well as "partition noise". Aside 
from these special effects, however, sensor channels are 
always subject to certain statistical fluctuations, gen
erated in part by the sensor, and in part by subsequent 
electronic components. In this paper, we shall specifl-
cally emphasize channels emjiloying nuclear detectors 
which deliver discrete current pulses in response to the 
absorption of individual neutrons or gamma rays; 
these current pulses are thereupon processed into an 
analog voltage or current by direct integration or by 
using a count rate meter at the output of a wddeband 
amplifier. Either of these ajiparently dissimilar meth
ods amounts to an electrical filter which may have 
several time constants or corner frequencies. The fluc
tuations appearing at the output of this kind of chan
nel in the presence of a steady input rate, i.e. at con
stant power level, are generated by the quasi-random 
time distribution of discrete input events, but depentl 
also on the filter constants; a small correlated compo
nent in the in])ut time distribution'' has only negligible 
effect. These statistical fluctuations would therefore be 
expected to play an important role in determining such 
operating jjarameters of a given sensor channel as the 
smallest temporary excursions in the local flux wdiich' 
can be detected, or the speed of reaction to a large 
excursion. 

The basic assumption made here is that the level 
must be set in conformity with a certain maximum 
false alann frequency, specified in the instrumentation 

plan of a projected reactor plant. I t should perhaps be 
stressed that this further implies assured continuous 
l)erformance of the channel, in contrast to the domi
nant consideration of finite life on which false alarm 
frequency estimates of safety channels are usually 
based. To make such estimates valid, to be sure, the 
mean time between failures must be known; the fur
ther assumption is often made that failure of any one 
detection channel results in a conditional alarm, such 
that a false alarm actually occurs when a certain num
ber, perhaps all, of several parallel channels have 
failed. In temperature sensing channels, where this ap
proach has been traditional, sensors are usually made 
to read high if the thermocouple (or resistance ther
mometer) fails by adding a "burnout protection" fea
ture (originally conceived to jirotect kilns and similar 
batch-processing equipment). If individual thermocou
ples (of which there may be a large number) are tested 
at certain intervals only, a false alarm frequency can 
be given by estimating the chance that all of a number 
of parallel sensors fail within the testing interval, j 
However, continuous testing can be provided, for in- j 
stance, by frequency separation of signal and test cur- , 
rents, hence false alarms due to total channel failure i 
are not unavoidable. Similarly, the operability of nu- ^ 
clear surveillance channels for local flux detection, fuel ^ 
failure sensing, etc. can be monitored continuously, at -
least in regard to the electronic components of the ^ 
system. A remaining possible malfunction leading to a 
false trip, that is, a breakdown between the electrodes ^ 
of the counter, can be dealt with by pulse shape dis- j 
crimination methods, for pulse counting channels and 
by redundant channels in other applications—the like- , 
lihood of simultaneous breakdown in several counters 
being negligibly small. 

These remarks allow the conclusion that statistical . 
fluctuations indeed determine the false alarm fre- ,. 
quency in safety channels based on nuclear detection. 
With that motivation, a study of such fluctuations has 
been undertaken. The original aim of providing a pre
scription for the oiitiinuni filtering and alarm level 
settings for a specific installation—the FERD (Fuel 
Element Rupture Detcctorl loop of EBR-II"'''—was 
broadened to a more general investigation w'hcn it be
came apparent that a reliable theoretical framework . 
for fiilse alarm frequency calculations had first to be 
developed. Preliminary results arc reported in Paper 
III-24. 
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III-24. F luc tua t ions of Count Rate Meter Signals 

K. G. A. PORGES and W. CORWIN 

The practical importance of statistical count rate 
meter fluctuations in reactor safety monitoring and 
similar surveillance tasks is discussed in Paper III-23. 
In this report, we shall summarize some preliminary 
theoretical and experimental investigations of a de
scriptive model. The model is ultimately intended to 
be used for making realistic estimates of the false trip 
frequency due to fluctuation, hence for optimization 
of design and adjustment of safety channel informa
tion processing equipment. 

To provide a useful framework for these calculations, 
a viable analytic expression of the level distribution 
W{V) is required. Considering the count rate meter as a 
device which transduces a randomly distributed input, 
consisting of discrete events, into an analog voltage V, 
one can describe the effect of this device in terms of its 
response F{t) to a single input event. This response is 
the Fourier transform of the device frequency response 
R{u) and can thus be classified as a Alter. In analogy 
to Carson's theorem, which describes the moments of 
the filter output in response to a white spectrum, Camp
bell's theorem,' further generalized by Rice,- can be 
used to calculate the cumulants \k of the voltage level 
distribution W{V) from the response F{i) in the time 
domain. Thus etjuipped with a set of cumulants, one 
can, in principle, construct the distribution 

W{V) = (2x)- du 

'[?' 
(1) 

{iijY\,/k\\ - iijVl 

However, what is needed here is a practical formula
tion which can be readily used in further calculations 
of false alarm rate.s. For that purpose, it is expedient 
to provide a fit over a limited range by means of a 
Gaussian corrected by a polynomial .series. This ex
pression is suggested by the fact that any distribution 
tends to approach a Gaus.sian under certain limiting 
conditions, and within a certain range of parameters. 
At the same time, it is neces.sary to make sure that such 
a series representation converges over the region of 
actual interest by using a sufficient number of terms; 

as with all force fitting, divergence outside a certain 
range become.s more drastic as the fit within the range 
improves. 

We introduce the dimensionless parameter 

x = {V - f ) A ( F ) , (2) 

where V = first moment or mean of the distribution 
W{V) and a''{V) = second moment of both W{V) and 
of the model Gaussian G{x) = {2-n-)~^"e~'''\ The "cor
rection" B{x) in our model. 

W{x) = G(.r) + B{.r), m 
is expected to be a small but negative fraction of G{.v} 
in the region of the Gaussian peak, 0 < .r < 1, but to 
amount to many times the Gaussian for large x, where 
the actual distribution exceeds the Gaussian. This be
havior results from the fact that the higher-order 
cumulants of the distribution W{x), as predicted by 
Campbell's genej^al theorem, are necessarily finite 
whereas all cumulants of third and higher order of the 
Gaussian vanish, by definition. To be sure, Poisson, 
Bernoulli and other commonly encountered distribu
tions also have non-zero iiiglior order cumulants, but 
this can usually be ignored since for purposes of error 
estimation, only the second moment and the region 
near the peak are relevant. In the present context, it 
must be considered that practically tolerable false 
alarm rates must be exceedingly low, whence alarm 
level settings are necessarily far from the peak region. 
Thus, a simple Gaussian model, which is sometimes 
used in false alarm rate estimates, can easily under
estimate the false trip rate by an order of magnitude, 
and even the more refined model considered here re-
(luires a large number of terms. 

A series for B{x) is readily found by expressing the 
dependence on x in an orthogonal polynomial series— 
specihcally, in Hermite functions of the second kind, 

B{x) = a(x)Y.C,He,{x). (-i) 

The Hermite functions oscillate, He^ having k roots for 
even and an additional root at .t: = 0 for odd k. Thus, 
termination of the series with a certain order can, at 
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TABLE III-24-I. EDGEWORTH SERIES TERMS 
W(x) = Gix){l -^ E EkV, Mk = -Kk/kla" 

k 

0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
.'j 
0 

7 

8 

l-.i. 

0 
0 
0 
HJiU 
H,M, + H,(Ml/2) 
H:M> + HiM,M, + H,{Mt/V.) 
H,M. + H,l(Ml/2) + ;U..l/,-,| + H,„lMl/2)M, 

+ «„(ilrt/4!) 
H,M, + H.IAW/e + M,M:,] + i/„|.V^/2).Wi, + (M',/2)M,] 

+ tfu(WS/3!);W, + ff,i(,l/3/5!) 
H,M, + 7/,,|.1/..W- + M.A/, + (/U|/2)l + tf,,i[(il/;/2),l/. 

+ M.M.M:. + 0WS/3!)| + HuHM,/3<.)M, 
+ (Ml/2)(Ml/2) + H „ ( M ; / - 1 ! ) J W , + ffi,(il/S/r)!) 

best, secure a fit over a range of x extending to the 
largest root of tlie term of highest order, and will 
drastically diverge beyond that range. The constants 
Ck are readily calculated, making use of the orthog
onality of the polynomials, in terms of the moments 
Pi of the distribution I'I'(J:) (or central moments ot the 
distribution W{V)): 

in 

r = T 
' i=o T(j - 2»i -t- l)r(2m, + i ) r ( i / 2 ) • 

( - 2 ) " r ( m -I- 1/2)M>_ 
(5) 

The series thus obtained can be used directly in connec
tion with central moments derived from cumulants 
calculated by Campbell's theorem. However, the terms 
of this series turn out to vary in size through the de-
jiendence of the cumulants on the input event rate n. 
As pointed out by Edgeworth,^ a certain grouping of 
terms yields .successive corrections which decline with 
increasing negative half-powers of ?i; this leads to the 
Edgeworth series representation 

W(x) = G(. :-̂ )[i +g^*co]- Ci) 

A few Edgeworth terms are hsted in Table III-24-I; 
additional terms are readily calculated but become in
creasingly complex. The higher Hermite polynomials 
required can be readily developed, for instance by a 
DESCU-MP program using the RESCUE facility. 
Similarly, the relation between moments ^^ and cumu
lants \j of the voltage distribution W{V) can be worked 
out to any desired order, using the equations 

iu) 
/ „ • {V °''dV = 1 -h E (m)'w/.7! (7) 

and 

H<t>(u)] = E {iufx,/ki.. 

The cumulants of the voltage distribution. 

(8) 

n f [F(t)t dt 
Jo 

(9) 

by Campbell's theorem, must be divided by the ith 
power of (J = ^/\2 to obtain the cumulants of the dis
tribution in the parameter .r, which defines the param
eter 

]\h = K/a'ki. 

used in Table III-24-I. 
Equation (6), which completoly describes the model 

distribution, evidently rests on the assumption that 
Eq. (9), i.e. Campbell's theorem, is valid for any input 
rate n. Derivations of this theorem, however, get into 
some difficulty for N Ki 1, and a fortiori for .¥ < 1, 
where N = nT and T is the ba.sic time constant of the 
filter, further discussed below. Because the input rate 
in practical surveillance monitoring .systems may well 
be quite low, while the system response time, related to 
T, may be required to correspond to some maximum 
safe delay of a shutdown or .similar remedial action, 
an experimental test of the model described above was 
thought to be u.seful. For that test, a filter with one 
time constant, F{t) = exp{ — t/T), was used. A count 
rate meter (CRM) with carefully selected components, 
strong feedback stabilization, and temperature drift 
compensating networks was constructed and used in 
conjunction with a highly stable source of random 
counts at controllable rates."^ A series of distributions, 
using different time constants T, was obtained by 
sampling the CRM output and digitizing these voltage 
samples by means of a standard 1024 channel analyzer. 
To obtain the required statistical precision, each .such 
distribution rccjuired many hours of running time. The 

ai I 10 lo"-
DISTRIBUTION PARAMETER, nT 

F I G . III-24-1. itth Moment of the Distribution in I (*'!' 
Moment of the Observed Voltage Level Distribution Divided 
b.v the ^th Power of the Second Moment) versus .V = nT in = 
Input l iate, V = Time ConstanI of the Filter) for Random 
(Poisson Time Distributed) Input and a Single Time Constant 
CRM. Only Even Moments are Shown. Lines are Derived from 
Theory. ANL Neg. No. 116-588. 
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10 ,j2 lo ' 
DISTRIBUTION PARAMETER, nT 

Fio. III-24-2. kth Moment of Ihe Distribution x (Ifcth Mo
ment of the Observed Voltage Level Distribution Divided by 
the tth Power of the Second Moment) versus Â  = nl' {n = 
Input Hate, T = Time Constant of the Filter) for Random 
(Poisson Time Distributed) Input and a Single Time Constant 
CRM. Only Odd Moments are Shown. Lines are Derived from 
Theory. ANL Neg. No. 116-587. 

data were then transferred from the analyzer memory 
to tape and processed on a DDP-24 computer to find 
the moments of the distribution in x. Preliminary re
sults' indicate very satisfactory agreement with mo
ments calculated from Campbell's theorem down to 
Â  = 1, but disagreement for smaller values. Some 
measured points and theoretical curves are shown in 

Figs. III-24-1 and III-24-2. i lore careful measure
ments are now planned to explore the discrepancy near 
A'̂  = 1. Tests with two and three time constant filters 
are also planned. In principle, such filters are capable 
of improving the practical performance of a surveillance 
monitor. At the same time, the response of a three-
constant filter can be made to resemble the current 
pulses dehvered by standard wideband amplifiers in a 
typical fission chamber count channel, and thus may 
lead to certain useful applications of the model dis
tribution in connection with the so-called "Campbell-
ing" technique of power level monitoring during reac
tor startup.* 
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III-25. Neutron Source Self-Absorption and Cavity-Wall Absorption 

A. D E VOLPI 

An accurate value of the neutron yield in fission 
[v (Cf-252)] was reported last year.^ In the course of 
making those measurements, some additional data 
were generated on various subsidiary correction fac
tors. This is one of two reports on supportive work in 
the manganese bath neutron detection system. 

In this case an investigation was made of neutron 
losses to capture in the source and in the walls of the 
cavity which usually surrounds the source. Analysis 
indicates that our reported value of total neutrons for 
Cf-2.')2 will have to be increased by 0.1% to the value 
3.729 ± 0.015 neutrons/fission. Of great importance for 
a precision measurement, the overall error allowance of 
0.4% is further justified in regard to this absorption 
correction. 

Increasing uses are being found for calibrated neu
tron sources and beams. The most prominent system 
for accurate determination of the strength of such 
sources and also for measurement of neutron beam 
intensity is the manganese bath (and the vanadium 
bath). Almost all of the correction factors required to 
relate observed count rates with absolute neutron 
source rates have been subjected to extensive evalua
tion. One small correction (ranging from a few tenths 
of a percent to a few percent), not previously studied 
in a sufficient number of practical situations, is the 
compensation factor for neutrons absorbed in the 
source or surrounding cavity wall. 

Usually the calibration of radioactive neutron 
sources is carried out by placing the source within a 
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moderating solution of manganese sulfate, generally 
with a thin-walled cavity separating the source from 
the solution. In the measurement of neutron beam 
fluxes, a re-entrant hole into the bath tank is required 
to introduce the beam to the center of the bath. These 
materials inevitably absorb thermal neutrons gener
ated from the slowiug-dowu process which follows fast 
neutron emission. Estimation of the thermal neutron 
flux returning to the vicinity of the source is difficult 
because of the hydrogeneous nature of the system, flux 
depression effects, self-shielding, and sometimes com
plicated geometry. 

The concept of au accurate measurement requires 
experimental verification of any theoretical formula
tion of the problem. Thus, transport theory and Monte 
Carlo calculations are of limited value unless sup
ported by measurements conducted under appropriate 
conditions. 

The work was designed to be direct and to provide a 
wide range of data for interpolation and extrapolation. 
In the manganese bath systems used at Argonne, 
sources were placed in three types of cavities. One 
cavity is spherical with a radius ot 5 cm; another, a 
cylindrical beam tube running completely through the 
bath; and the third, a re-entrant half-tube. To obtain 
an experimental measurement of incident neutron flux, 
each of these cavities was lined with cadmium suffi
ciently thick (0.05 cm I to absorb nearly all thermal 
neutrons. The walls of the stainless steel cylinder are 
relatively thin (absorption probability 0.()3% per ther
mal neutron passage), while the walls of the steel 
spherical cavity are thicker (absorption probability 
8% per passage). By comparing the activation rates 
obtained from a variety of neutron sources and at two 
solution concentrations both with and without the cad
mium liners, it has been possible to accumulate a 

wide-ranging set of data. In addition, one of the sim
plest of theoretical foundations was adopted for initial 
fitting of the data, and these calculations—subject to 
normalization—have been found to be as good or bet
ter than more complex formulations. 

Several conclusions may be drawn from the meas
urements and calculations. The calculations, subject to 
the single normalization factor, provide a reasonable 
estimate of the source and cavity absorption. Thus, not 
only may the age-diffusion model be used for interpo
lation, it may be used within the context of this paper 
to provide direct estimates of absorption for other 
sources, cavity radii, geometries and solution concen
trations for error function arguments < 3. 

The experimental method appears to be sufficiently 
established by the data and calculations to justify its 
use for more accurate determination of source and cav
ity absorption in situations not covered by the present 
work. In fact, the difficulties arising in comparing these : 
results with other work suggest that deviations from i 
the conditions reported in this paper should be directly -
evaluated by experiment rather than by extrapolation. 

The experimental data generated from the perturba- , 
tion caused by a cadmium shell, combined with correc- i 
tions for flux depression and spatial distribution, to- • 
gether establish a simjilc and accurate basis for evalu
ation of source and cavity absorption. 

For absolute neutron source determinations, a con
servative estimate of the error contribution due to 
source and cavity absorption can be less than 0.1% for || 
most configurations. , 
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III-26. Neutron Escape from Water-Moderated Tanks 

A. D E VOLPI 

One of the larger (and less certain) corrections for 
measurements of the neutron yield in fission from 
Cf-252 with the manganese bath is the correction factor 
for leakage from the bath. Calculation and experimental 
data have indicated that a 1 m diam bath should lose 
between 0.2 to 1.2% of the neutrons from a Cf-2.")2 
spontaneous fission spectrum. This uncertainty would 
be directly reflected in the total yield. 

As a result, we embarked upon a program of direct 
measurement of such leakage making use of the man

ganese bath itself as the detection medium. We founii 
the appropriate value to range from 0.48 to 0.52% 
depending upon the concentration. Since these numbers 
arc consistent with earlier estimates, no change is 
necessary for our reported neutron yield value.' Fur
thermore, the error assignment w hich takes into account 
leakage uncertainty is hereby verified to be adequate. 

As a result of these measurements it is necessary, 
however, to recommend modification in reported 
values for thermal neutrons per absorption (ij) meas-
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ured at Oak Ridge Xatioiud Laboratory and Idaho 
Nuclear Corporation. In both cases calculations appear 
to underestimate the escape fraction by .several tenths 
of a percent. 

The relative number of neutrons which escape 
through a water-moderated tank surrounding a source 
of fast neutrons is a quantity of use both in terms of 
intrinsic studies of the slowing-down process and in 
terms of applications to (luantitative neutron calibra
tion. This report .summarizes the integral measure
ments of escape (for Cf-252 spontaneou.s fission, 
Ra(a,H)Be, and Am(a,n)Be sources) fitted to a two-
component model which provides an adequate basis 
for interpolation and extrapolation. 

A number of nuclear data determinations have been 
made with fission neutrons introduced at the center 
of a sphere or c.vlinder. Two of these measurements 
have been for the purpose of accurate assessment of 
J), the number of neutrons per absorption, and two 
measurements for v, the average number of neutrons 
per fission. In addition, certtun neutron sources have 
been used as a standard for compari-son throughout 
the world, although the .size of the measuring system 
chosen by different laboratories has varied widely. 

The requirements for accurac.v in such experiments 
are presently in the order of }2 %. Yet there have been 
widely conflicting corrections for neutron e.scape pub
lished, the range of the.se values exceeding 12 ^'- I ur-
thermore, ad hoc measurements with a given source 
cannot be readily applied to another source spectrum, 
nor can they be safely extended fo different container 
radii. 

Both spheres and cylinders have been used in the 
above-mentioned experiments. The solution surround
ing the source has been either water, or a solution of 
water and an activating or nonactivating salt. INlan-
ganous sulfate, the most prominent activating agent 
incorporated in the moderating solution, establishes 
the manganese bath. It is the manganese bath calibra
tion that requires accurate data on neutron escape, 
and it is with the manganese bath that the integral 
measurements reported in this paper have been accom-
phshed. 

In a number of unrelated experiments if has been 
convenient fo use a relatively small sphere (effective 
radius 28.2 cm) to obtain high .specific activities. A 
large number of neutron calibrations of sources of 
different spectra have been done at ANL with a sphere 
having an effective radius of 48.0 em. For the present 
experiment, the small sphere was placed in a cylindrical 
tank of internal radius 38 cm (eflective radius 36.7 cm) 
and both .systems were flooded with a homogeneous 
aqueous solution of manganous sulfate. The activities 
produced in the internal sphere and in the cylinder 

were compared with the previously determined source 
rates compiled from the 48-cm sphere. An iteration 
technique was applied to rectify all data under the 
umbrella of a two-componeni leakage model (fo be 
di.scussed later): that is, the relative neutron loss from 
the small sphere, based on a trial value for the large 
sphere, was iterated to adjust the trial value to a 
convergent quantity. 

Figure III-2(i-l shows the experimental plan. Irradia
tions were conducted in two steps. First, the source 
was placed at the center of the sphere for a day and 
then removed. The two-day pattern of activity gen
erated in the sphere was followed with the on-line 
counter but only data from the decay phase was utilized. 
Next, the source was returned to the center of the 
sphere; this time, solution from the outer cylinder was 
circulated (in the same two-day pattern) through 
the on-line counter, the sphere having been b>'passed 
with valves. 

Calibrations were conducted by adding known ah-
quofs of manganese sulfate, solution and comparing 
with absolute coincidence calibrations. These calibra
tions agreed quite clo.sely with the calculated efficiency 
based on the relative volumes of the 2S.2-cm and 48-cm 
spheres and the 36.7-cm cylinder. Because the calibra
tions correspond most directly to the "decay" phase 
of the experiment—which occurs after the activating 
neutron source has been withdrawn—problems of 
compensation for solution mixing and fluid tran.sport 
can be avoided. 

As mentioned, sources of three spectra were evalu
ated: Cf-252 .sl^ontaneous fis.sion, Ra(a,n)Be and 
Am(a,)i)Be. In order to determine the influence of 
solution concentration, all three sources were compared 
in a dilute manganous sulfate solution (hydrogen/ 
manganese atom ratio of 670) and the first two in a 
concentrated solution (H/lMn = .30.98). In addition, 
the first two sources were also tested with an unreflecfed 
central sphere by removing the solution from the 
surrounding cylinder. 

A two-component model has been found to appro
priately account for the experimental results. Here 
we select the fractional escape fo be 

£ ' = AB{he-"'-' ->rhe""") 

with 

h+h 1. 

(1) 

(2) 

We fix A at 1.9, and B is a function of concentration 
only. The first term fie~'"'^ accounts for neutrons 
moderated to thermal energ>' under Fermi Age theory, 
and the second term f-zc'"'"'^ allows for high-energy 
neutrons which undergo only a few collisions without 
much loss of energy. Thus, /i is the fraction of neutrons 
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FIG. III-2C-1. Experimental Apparatus for Escape Measurements. Not Shown is the Tiihiiig Through Which Activated Liquid 
is Pumped from Either the Cenlral Sphere ot the Surrounding Cylinder to the On-Line Activation Monitor. ANL Neg. Xii. 116-J^. 

as.signed to the first component and f-i is the fraction 
attributed to the second component. These two num
bers are adjusted from the experimental data. 

The relaxation lengths are chosen from tabulated 
parameters for the relevant neutron sources. Li corre
sponds to the migration length of neutrons in Fermi 
Age theory: 

Ll ^ ir -\- Lir (3) 

where r is the Fermi age to thermal and LD is the 
diffusion length of thermal neutrons in the medium. 
These numbers may be found in compilations. 

The second relaxation length L2 is taken from the 
various measurements of the exponential form measured 
in aqueous systems as a function of distance from the 
source. In this apphcation the magnitude of L2 is 
adjusted to a best fit with the data. 

Data have been obtained for a sphere and a cyhnder 
small with respect to a large sphere used as a reference 
point in estimating leakage; an iteration process justifies 
this procedure. It is possible to match the model to 

experimental data: by choosing the intercept coefficient 
.1 on the basis of other published experiments; by 
determining the reflection factor B from direct experi
ment and from published estimates; by taking the 
first exponential relaxation term Li as the migration 
length from Fermi Age theory; and by experimentally 
fitting with a small degree of arbitrariness the .second 
relaxation length L2 for the hard component of the 
neutron spectrum and the fractional coefficient ft for 
the second component. 

Leakage from the small sphere is about ten time:̂  
that of the large sphere. The two-component model 
appears to provide a useful and accurate basis for 
extrapolation and interpolation. By applying this 
model and the associated parameters, several absolute 
calibration anomalies can be coherently reconciled 
with the world (and the A \ L ) averages for neutron 
source strengths. 

Coasequently, it is beheved that an error in accuracy 
of about 0.05 % or less can be associated with the escape 
fraction from spheres of large radius ('--'50 cm) at 
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all concen t ra t ions of d issolved abso rbe r in a i iueous 

.solution. Fo r cy l inders tin u n c e r t a i n t y of a b o u t 0.1 % 

is probable. 

For t he smal le r sphe re , which itself h a s been used 

for m e a s u r e m e n t s wi th t he v a n a d i u m b a t h , t he d i r ec t 

neutron ca l ib ra t ion efficiency e x t r a p o l a t e d to .30 IceV 

neutrons can be t iccomplisbed wi th a n abso lu te e r ro r 

not exceeding t h e inaccuracy a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e refer

ence sources . 
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n i - 2 7 . Digital Delay w i t h Substant ia l ly Reduced Deadt ime 

A. D E VOLPI, G . E . CAY.4,* C . J. RUSH* AND S . .J. RUDNICK* 

In the processing of random (or repetitive) events, it 
is frequently necessary or useful to delay the signals in 
one circuit path relative to those following another 
circuit route. Two types of delays are called for: linear 
and digital. If the signals are "analog" representations, 
in which pulse amiditude or shape information must be 
preserved, a linear delay is needed. If only the relative 
time relationship of the pulses is of interest, such pul
ses are normally standardized in amplitude and width, 
thus iiermitting use of a digital delay. 

The transmission of signals along linear delay lines 
is subject to frequency-dependent attenuation. This 
limits the length of linear lines to a few microseconds, 
cxcc]it wiiere relative amplitude information is suffi
cient. Many situations arise where delays of some tens 
or hundreds of microseconds are desirable. If the am
plitude-standardizing process can be accepted, then the 
digital delay circuit reported in this paper accom
plishes the required delay function over a widely ad
justable range with high accuracy. 

A simple monostable can be used as a digital delay 
generator wiiich would provide similar delay cajiabil-
ity. However, its deadtime is eciual to the delay inter
val. Thus a modest random-pulse processing rate of 
1(K) sec delayed 1000 (»scc would add about 10% loss 
due to ]iaralysis during a delay. A circuit recently 
developed reduces the deadtime considerably so that 
for this illustration the actual losses would be negligi-
hle (less than 10-") . 

Restating the example, a 100 c/scc rate subject to an 
initial processing deadtime of 1 msec without delay 
would result in a loss fraction of about IO-*. Imposi
tion of a 1000 /xsec delay with this circuit provides 
essentially no further loss in count. 

Figure III-27-1 demonstrates performance data over 
a wide range. 

The sujipression of deadtime losses is accomplished 

• Electronics Division, Argonne National Laboratory. 
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by s(if-distributive routing of random pulses to availa
ble standby delay monostables. 

There are three modes of operation. Mode 1 is called 
the "scaling" mode because of its similarity to the 
scaling principle used in nuclear counting. Mode 2 is 
the "sharing" (or distributive) mode. The third mode 
is for test purposes; the unit may be calibrated in this 
mode. 

The principle of operation of the delay is based on 
the formation of a delay inter^'al initiated by an input 
pulse. A monostable produces a pulse of duration equal 
to the desired delay. At the end of this pulse, an output 
pulse is formed which has a width adjustable up to 1 
/Asec. 

The deadtime suppression feature for Mode 1 is 
based on the scaling principle: there are five spare 
monostables through which signals can be routed when 
the first monostable is busy. In Mode 2 the inputs are 
cyclically distributed through all six monostables. 

Another major feature of the unit is that it can be 
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accurately and precisely calibrated through a simple 
random-pulse gating method. For example, a standard 
deviation of 0.4 psec was acquired in a 200-sec calibra
tion of a 1000 /isec delay using an available oscillator 
of frequency 100 kHz. The calibration technique can 
use any available precision oscillator. Using conven
tional techniques a 100 MHz oscillator could be used 
to calibrate any 1000 psec delay with a digitizing error 
of only 10 nsec. However, such an oscillator is not 
always available, and for a 1 /*sec delay the digitizing 
error still corresponds to a 1% effect. The digitizing 
error in every case can be reduced by the random 
gating method: a delay interval is initiated by random 

pulses; during this delay interval the oscillator pulses 
are fed through the circuit and accumulated in a 
scaler. Comparison [of (a) the number of pulses fed 
through with (b) the number of random input pulses] 
readily yields the delay with reduced digitizing error. 

The delay system has five switchable delay ranges 
with a vernier dial for interpolation, permitting any 
delay from 0.1 ,uscc to 10 msec to be chosen. There are 
a variety of logic provisions, including a capability for 
automatic deadtime correction. All active elements are 
integrated circuits and emjiloy standard 5 V positive 
signal levels. The circuits are enclosed in a standard 
double-width NIM-module. 

n i - 2 8 . Deadt ime Correction in Count ing Rapidly Decaying Sources 

K. G. A. PORGES AND A. D E VOLPI 

The correction of counting data for losses due to 
counting-channel deadtime represents one of the basic 
requirements in processing such data to determine 
source strength. A number of authors''^ have treated 
this problem either on the basis of frequency or time 
interval distributions; while assumptions concerning 
the deadtime consider both fixed and variable parah'sis, 
all these treatments suppo.se that the input to the 
paralyzed channel is precisely I'oisson-distributed. 
With that proviso, and a fixed paralysis of length T, 
a steady mean input rate n can be shown to result in 
an expectation value for the count C accumulated over 
time interval t given by 

nt/{l -f nT) (1) 

with a variance 

<T-(C) = n(/( l -I- nT)'. (2) 

In applying these correction formulae to a counting 
experiment which demands the best possible precision, 
one must, of course, make sure that the underlying 
assumptions of fixed paralysis and Pois.son input dis
tribution are indeed clo.sely approximated. Regarding 
the first assumption, a number of recent circuit designs, 
as for example those described by Refs. (6) and (7), 
have paid particular attention to the long-term stability 
of the paralysis, as well as fo the problem of immediate 
recovery. Equation (1) has been used as the basis of a' 
number of automatic deadtime correction schemes.*'" 
Some of these schemes have been applied to coincidence 
counting, where a precise formula analogous to Eq. (1) 
cannot be WTitten down whereas automatic schemes 

can, in principle, provide tui exact correction. ' Re
garding the distribution at the input of the channel, 
some deviation from Poisson distribution cannot be 
avoided in view of the fiinte length of pulses deUvered 
by practical detector channels. This results in a certain 
probabiUty of overlap between different pulses, as 
well as the possibility of an event occurring just before 
the end of a paralysis interval generated by an accepted 
preceding event, .such that the pulse generated by the 
second event is still present when the paralysis ceases 
and retriggering results. This latter effect can be ehmi-
nated with a circuit which provides several paral.vsis 
intervals. ' ' A pulse injection scheme which is capable 
of removing errors due to both pileup and deadtime 
to a high degree has been described recently." In that 
scheme, a fast side-channel is required that registers 
substantially all input events, or a constant fraction 
of these events. Counts or multichannel presentatioas 
can thus be corrected up to fairly large input rates, 
whereas at extreme input rates, any correction scheme, 
whether relying on a formula or on correction circuitry, 
is apt to fail and em])irical correction may have to be 
re.sorted to. 

There exists, however, tuiother class of counting 
experiments in which the input deviates from the 
Poisson law, yet a precise correction can be given: 
counts during which the source decays appreciably. 

To find this correction, we consider a source which 
yields a pulse rate so at the start of the count. In the 
presence of a quasi-stable background component of 
mean rate b, the input d.n{t) = n{t')dt' within <lt 
at time t' after the start of the count then comes t" 
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n{t )dt = (h -{- s«e ) dt (3) 

for the case of a source which decays with a single 
decay constant \ . Thus, the accumulated count C over 
an interval t in a channel with fixed paralysis T can 
be expressed by the integral 

C= fn(t')dt'/[l + n{l')T] 

(4) 

(6) 

= ( 1 4 - bT)-'lbt + (X7')-'ln 11(1 -h n{0)T]/ 

[l + n{t)T]\]. 

To secure a more convenient expression, from which 
a simple correction formula can be readily obtained, 
ne shall introduce the mean signal rate (averaged 
over the count interval) 

-s(t) = So(l - e"")/W, (5) 

and note that the logarithmic term in Eq. (4) can be 
expanded in a rapidly converging series, 

bg[(x-\-l)/{x- 1)] 

= (2/x)[l-(- {ysx') -h {Hx') + ••• 

by means of the substitution 

I = coth (X(/2) -1-2(1 - I - i D / s r x ^ . (7) 

The hyperbolic contangent can be expanded in turn 
in a rapidly converging series with Bernoulli number 
(Bii) coefficients: 

coth (z/2) = (2/2)/, 

/ = 1 d- 2V12 - z'/720 d- zV30,240 (8) 

••• - I - / 'JS2. / (2 i - ) ! + • • • • 

The function/is the ratio between the average defined 
by Eq. (.5) and the linear average s , 

[s(0) -f- s{t)]/2 = fs- (9) 

Inserting E()S. (5) through (8) into Eq. (4), tme 
readily obtains the series 

C/t^c = [b/{l -h bT)] + |.s/(l -h n*T){l + bT)] 
(10) 

11 -h (M.s7')Vl2(l 4- « * r ) ' -I- 0[(X(.57')V401|, 

where 

„* = s* + ( , = ( / - l ) s -H n. (11) 
It thus appears as if the first-order deadtime correction 
involves the linear average of the signal rates s*, rather 
than the correctly averaged mean signal rate s. 

-\ correction formula which includes terms up to 
fourth order in XtsT is readily obtained by inverting 
and expanding Eq. (10). If we define the mean signal 
rate for the hmiting case of a quasi-constant source. 

s = c / ( l - cT) - b, (12) 

and approximate 

(X()Vl2 = (f-1) 
[see Eq. (8)] in the second-order term in E]q. (10), a 
deadtime correction formula of adetpiately simple 
structure but of excellent precision, 

s = s'[l - (/ - l ) s ' r ( l - cT)r\ (13) 

is obtained. For low- background rates, Eq. (12) can 
be inverted directlv: 

= c / ( l -fcT) (ii) 

(15) 

The variance or second moment attached to a count 
involving a decaying source as well as a constant 
channel deadtime after each accepted input is subject 
to the same considerations which apply to the mean or 
first moment of the non-Poisson distribution produced 
by the combination of paralysis and decay. In analogy 
to the treatment discussed above, we may therefore 
obtain the variance by integration over the count 
interval, 

a\C) = f nit')dt'/[l + n{t'}Tf 

= ( X D " ' l[J-^(l + bT)][{l + n(t)T)-' 

- (1 -\-n(0)T)-'] 

- [67-/(1 -\-hT)'m + n(t)T)-' 

- (1 4-«(0)7')" ' l 

- b r i o g [1 4- «(0)7V[1 4- n{t)T]\ 

4- bt/^ + bT)'. 

Expanding and rearranging, as above, this expression 
can be shown to amount to 

a-(C) = ln{0) - n{t)][B' - AB{B - 1) 

4- (B - l)-iQ' - (B - 1)A-(1 4- Q') (16) 

•(1 4- 3Q')'][XB',4'(1 - 3(3')'j"' 4- bT/B', 

where 

A = 1 4- [n(0) 4- n(()]7'/2 = 1 4- n*T, 

B = I -\- bT 

and 

Q^ = [„(0) - n{t)]V/12A\ 

After some more rearrangement, Eq. (16) can be 

cast into the form 

a-{C) = nt/{\ 4- n*T)' 
(17) 

4 - 3 ( / - \)stbT/{\ + bT)'{\ 4 -n*7 ' ) ' 4 - ••• • 

The principal two reasons for calculating variances 
are, first, to determine the best counting strategy, i.e.. 
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ascertain what choices of disposable parameters will 
minimize the variance; .secondl.\', variances may appear 
as weighting factors when .several independent meas
urements are eventually combined to obtain the best 
value of some parameter calculated from the measure
ments. For either purpose, the second term in Eq. (17) 
can be safely ignored. 

The propagated varitincc in the signal strength 
calculated from the measurements is readil\- found by 
projiagtition of error to amount to 

*7- l | <r" («™i , ) |ii//(l 4-

4- |1 -h (/ - l]sT/{\ 4- nT}\V{b). 
(IS) 

The effect of both decay and deadtime ou the propa
gated error attached to the calculated result is seen 
to be such as to increase it, in contrast to the reg
ularizing effect on the observed count C. This is true 
not only of the Hrst term in Eq. (18), but also of the 
second term which is due to the uncertainty in mean 
background level. To be sure, the latter effect is ajn 
to be still very small in precision counting experiments, 
where it is usually po.ssible to set up the e(|uipment in a 
low background environment—whence both the expec
tation value and the second moment a {b) of the back
ground rate will contribute very little to the variance 
expressed in E(|. (18). In other situations, however, a 
relatively strong and irremovable background may 
exist; for that case, Etp (IS) suggests that it would 
pay to go to some trouble to measure this background 
with considerable precision so as to render a^{b) small. 
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111-29. Speed Tests on Some S m a l l - t o - M e d i u m Computers 

CH.'VELES EEWIN COHN 

IXTEODUCTION 

For the purposes of planning computer applications 
and selecting equipment, it is helpful to know the time 
required for certain elementary operations on various 
computers. This indicates how much real-time compib-
tational load may be carried by a given machine. 

Some such information has been obtained from 
speed tests on a limited but representative selection of 
small-to-medium computers of the class commonly 

used for process control and data acquisition applica
tions. The tests were done to aid in the selection of 
computers for on-line data-handling applications and 
to help evaluate past selections. Tests were run on a 
total of eight machines including two with 24-hit word 
length, one with 18-bit, five with 16-bit, and one with 
12-bit. These included the machines currently in use in 
the Applied Physics Division for experimental assist
ance, as well as some others that were available for 
testing. 
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TABLE III-29-I. CoMprrEn P.MUMETEK.S 

Computer 
Bits per word 
Memory cycle time, 

jjsec 

Memory occupied by 
timing program 
and library sub
routines; 

Words 
Bits 

DDP-24 
24 

5.0 

953 
22872 

SEL-840MP 
24 

1.75 

Non-
EAU 

1129 
29496 

With 
EAU 

881 
21144 

PDP-9 
18 

1.0 

1615 
29070 

DATA-620 
16 

1.8 

1907 
30512 

SEL-810A 
16 
1.76 

1622 
25952 

CDC-1700 
16 

1.1 

1845 
29520 

IBM-1130 
16 
3.2 

2078 
33248 

DDP-516 
16 
0,96 

1636 
26176 

CDC-160A 
12 
6.4 

3838 
46056 

METHOD 

The tests were run with a Fortran program that was 
specially written to test the speed of various single 
precision floating-point arithmetic operations and 
functions. This was adapted from a timing program 
written many years ago by Dr. .lohn P. Schiffer, Ar
gonne National Laboratory. The use of Fortran was 
the only means by which it was practical to test a wide 
range of computers with a reasonable expenditure of 
effort. However, the applicability of the results is not 
restricted just to Fortran programs. A floating-point 
arithmetic or function subroutine can be considered 
just a particular type of data manipulation in which 
the hit patterns that we call the "floating-point oper
ands" are operated upon in a prescribed way to yield 
another bit pattern that we call the "floating-point 
result". Therefore, the outcome of these tests is a good 
indication of the relative jicrformance of the tested 
computers on other data-jjrocessing tasks. Moreover, 
the results do not merely reflect some peculiarity of the 
compiler-generated code, because most of the time for 
each operation is spent executing hand-coded library' 
subroutines. 

COMPUTERS TESTED 

Table III-29-I shows the computers that were 
tested. The two 24-bit machines were the Honeywell 
DDP-24 and the Systems SEL-840MP. The latter was 
tested both with and without its Extended Arithmetic 
Unit wiiich provides hardvcare floating-point capabili
ties. The other machines all had hard-wired fixed-point 
arithmetic, and used subroutines to perform floating
point arithmetic. The 18-bit machine was the Digital 
PDP-9, the five 16-bit machines were the Varian Data 
Machines 620, the Systems SEL-810A, the Control 
Data CDC-1700, the IBM-1130 and the Honeywell 
DDP-.516, and the 12-bit machine was the CDC-160A. 

The DDP-24, SEL-840 and DATA-620* belong to 

'Actually, the Applied Ph.vsics Division has the optional 
18-bit version, designated DATA-622. However, its instruction 
repertoire and hence its running times are characteristic of the 
Ifi-bit basic version, and were treated as such. 

the Ajiplied Physics Division wiiile the CDC-160A be
longs to the Applied Mathematics Division. The SEL-
810A and IBM-1130 were made available through the 
courtesy of Messrs. T. W. Hardek and N. F. More
house, respectively, Argomie National Laboratory, 
while the Pi:)P-9 and CDC-1700 were made available 
through the courtesy of Messrs. C. E. Burgart and J. 
B. Bullock, Oak Ridge National Laboratory. The 
DDP-,'jl6 results were obtained by Dr. .1. B. Dragt of 
Reactor Centrum Nedcrland, Pcttcn, The Netherlands. 

This table also shows the amount of memory occu-
pietl by the timing program and the library subrou
tines that it uses. Practically all of the space is occu
pied by instructions; only about two or three dozen 
words are used for data. For the 12, 16 and 18 bit 
machines the number of w'ords required is enough 
greater than the number of words required for the 24-
bit machines that the total number of bits occupied is 
comparable. Now, the cost of a core memory is mainly 
jiroportional to the number of bits it contains and is 
not particularly dependent on how those bits are sub
divided into words. This suggests that the shorter-w'ord 
machines would offer no savings in memory cost for a 
given job, even though a memory containing a given 
number of words might be cheaper with 16 or 18 bits 
than with 24 bits. 

TEST PROCEDURES 

In the timing program the sjieed ot each operation 
was tested by including it in a DO loop which repeated 
it a large number of times—.500 to 200,000—with dif
ferent operands. The loop was preceded and followed 
by a PAUSE. The total running time of each loop was 
measured in different ways on the different computers. 
On the PDP-9, CDC-1700, IBM-1130 and CDC-160A 
the timing was done manually with a stop watch, the 
elajised times ranging from 2 to 9 seconds for the first 
three, much more for the latter. Each loop was meas
ured two or three times anil repeatability was within 
-/jH of a second. On all of the other machines except 
the SEL-840MP and DDP-516, a strip chart recorder 
was connected to the halt light on the console. The 
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recorder was run at a speed of 3 in./sec. To eliminate 
errors due to recorder response time the record was 
measured from the beginning of the start transition to 
the beginning of the stop transition. Message typeouts 
on PAUSE were eliminated by altering instructions in 
the core. 

On the SEL-840MP the timing was done with a 
binary counter connected to it. The counter received 
pulses from a time-mark generator. A special halt rou
tine was written to read and reset the counter before 
and after each loop. The count read in at the end of 
the loop thus gave the loop duration. The time mark 
generator was run at a thousand pulses per second for 
the non-EAU tests and at a million pulses per second 
for the EAU tests. 

On the DDP-516 the timing was done with a 50-
Hz real-time clock. 

For each loop the gross time per operation was ob
tained by dividing the total elapsed time by the total 
number of cycles. To obtain the net time, the time 
required for a DO cycle was subtracted. In addition 
the sine, square root, natural logarithm, and exponen
tial operations required subtraction of the time for the 
add operation used in forming the argument. 

RESULTS 

Table III-29-II shows the time in microseconds re
quired for each of the operations on the various com

puters. Factors such as software efficiency or instruc
tion repertoire might be adduced to explain the ob- ' 
served disparities in speed. For example, the very long 
times on some of the machines for the sine, square 
root, logarithm, and exponential functions result from 
the approximation algorithms for these functions being 
executed in ffoating-jioint. Better performance can be 
had where the approximation algorithms are executed 
in fixed point with the result being floated upon com
pletion. Furthermore, the SEL-840MP is handicapped 
in speed by carrying eleven significant figures in its 
single-precision floating-point arithmetic while the 
other machines carry just six or seven significant fig
ures. Also, the long time required to complete a DO 
cycle on the DATA-620 arises from its peculiarity of 
using a subroutine to increment and test the loop 
index. 

Nevertheless, these disparities in jierformance would * 
appear to arise primarily from differences in word ' 
length. That can be seen from Table III-29-III which 
shows the same information as before in terms of j 
memory cycles per operation, allowing comparison of ̂  
how efficiently each computer makes use of its basic ^ 
speed capability. For the most part, the 12, 16 and i 
18-bit machines suffer from an evident disadvantage H 
with respect to the 24-bit machines—well over a factor n 
of two. 

Computer 

Add 
Divide 
Multiply 
Sine 
Square Root 
Exponential 
Logarithm 
If 
Fix 
Float 
Store Subscripted 

Variable 
1-Dimension 
2-Dimension 

DO (1 Cycle) 

DDP 24-

440 
413 
369 
584 
377 

1188 
548 

28 
1.30 
105 

196 
221 

43 

TABLE 

SEL-840MP 

Non-
EAU 

308 
383 
282 

4970 
824 

3009 
5887 

11 
79 
50 

77 
88 
18 

With 
EAU' 

19 
37 
26 

366 
267 
470 
373 

11 
33 

8 

28 
39 
18 

III-29-II. 

PDP-9 

500 
580 
500 

5235 
4085 
6385 
4785 

90 
160 
160 

240 
300 

15 

()PEK,\TIO> 

D A T A - 6 2 0 ' 

518 
790 
732 

3396 

806 
1916 

4576 

24 
260 
356 

53 
242 
266 

T I M E S , /isec 

SEL-810A<' 

553 
2622 

611 
9862 

13459 
N . A . 

11262 

85 
162 
615 

192 
213 

18 

C D C - 1 7 0 0 

540 
720 
550 

4540 

8440 

3340 
5940 

190 
330 
760 

370 
380 

16 

I B M - 1 1 3 0 ' 

850 
1130 

960 
3600 

5070 

2833 

5600 

200 
370 
540 

640 
760 

62 

D D P - 5 1 6 ' 

245 
270 
250 

2375 

535 
2105 

2726 

36 
224 
312 

89 
124 

10 

CDC-160A' 

3445 

3805 

3625 
37460 

20710 

30960 

32960 

1723 

3065 

278S 

2475 

2465 

1295 

" l i e s u l t s a l so a p p l y t o D D P - 1 2 4 if o p e r a t i o n t i m e s a r e m u l t i p l i e d b y 0.34 a n d 40 fisec a r e a d d e d for A d d , D i v i d e , Mul t ip ly , Sine, 
Logarithm and Exponential. The memory requirement is increased by 20 words. 

*• EAU = Extended Arithmetic Unit {hardware floating-fJoint). 
•̂  Kesults also apply to l)ATA-G20/i. 
'' Results also apply to SEL-810B if operation times are multiplied by 0,45. 
*• Kesults also apply to IBM-1800 if operation times are multiplied by 0.G25 for the 2-fisec memory or 1.25 for the 4-/isec memory. 

He-entrant software may run slower. 
f Results also apply to UDP-116 and H-31ti if times are multiplied by 1.82. 
fWith 168 arithmetic unit. 
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Computer 

Add 
Divide 

Multiply 

•Sine 

Square R o o t 

Exponential 

Log 
If 
Fix 
Float 

Store S u b s c r i p t e d 

Var iable 

1-Uimension 

2-Dimensinn 

DO (1 Cycle) 

DDP-24 

88 
83 
74 

117 
76 

238 
110 

6 
26 
21 

39 
44 
9 

TABLE III-29-III, MEMOHV CYCLES PEH OcBH\TiiiN 

SEL-840MP 

Non-
EAU 

176 
219 
161 

2840 
471 

3009 
3364 

6 
45 
29 

44 
60 
10 

With 
EAU 

11 
21 
16 

208 
152 
269 
213 

6 
33 

8 

16 
22 
10 

PDP-9 

600 
580 
600 

5235 
4085 
6386 
4785 

90 
100 
160 

240 
300 

15 

DATA-62 

288 
439 
407 

1887 
448 

1064 
2542 

13 
144 
198 

29 
134 
148 

SEL-810A 

316 
1498 
349 

6635 
7691 
N.A. 
6435 

49 
93 

351 

110 
122 
10 

CDC-1700 

491 
655 
500 

4127 
7673 
3036 
5400 

173 
300 
691 

336 
346 

15 

IBM-1130 

266 
353 
300 

1125 
1684 
885 

1719 
63 

116 
169 

200 
234 

16 

1)DP-516 

255 
281 
260 

2474 
667 

2192 
2838 

38 
233 
325 

93 
129 
10 

CI)C-160A 

538 
696 
566 

5853 
3236 
4838 
5150 
269 
479 
435 

387 
385 
202 

(All of the tested machines have comparably exten
sive instruction repertoires. In fact, some of the 16-bit 
machines have a much more extensive list of register-
to-register instructions than do the 24-bit machines. 
Also, with the exception noted above, all of the soft
ware systems are of about the same degree of sojihis-
tication.) 

Dl.SCL'S.SIOX' 

The inefficiency of the short w'ord arises from the 
inconveniences in memory addressing that it imposes. 
A single word of 18 bits or less is not large enough to 
carry both an instruction code and the address of any 
location in a memory of reasonable size. It is often 
necessary to circumvent this limitation by the use of 
indirect addresses or doublew^ord instructions, both of 
which consume extra time and space. In addition, mul
tiple precision data handling is more frequently re
quired. 

In the light of all this let us reexamine the supposed 
advantages of the short word, primarily regarded to be 
cost savings. We have already seen that savings in 
memory costs are questionable because the lower cost 
of a memory having a given number of words is offset 
by the larger number of words required to accommo
date a given job. To examine the processor cost situa
tion we may divide the components of a processor into 
two classes. Class 1 is made up of those components of 
which there is one for each bit in the word, such as 
accumulator stages and adder circuits, wiiilc Class 2 is 
made up of those components of which there are a 

given number per computer regardless of the w'ord 
length, such as timing and control circuits. Now% a 
24-bit computer would contain 50% more Class 1 com
ponents than a 16-bit computer of similar architecture 
but the same number of Class 2 components, so the 
24-bit computer should cost at the most 50% more 
than the 16-bit machine. Furthermore, non-manufac
turing costs should be independent of word length since 
it should cost no more to design, program, and market 
a 24-bit machine than a 16-bit machine. Therefore, 
this 50% should bo a very extreme upper limit. The 
results shown her» imply that one gains several times 
50% in speed by going from 16 to 24 bits, so that the 
24-bit word would seem to be much more cost-effec
tive. 

Several 16-bit machines are available at present 
with basic mainframe prices around $10,000. By the 
reasoning just stated it should be possible to market a 
24-bit processor for well under $15,000. However, the 
24-bit word has not been employed in computers sell
ing for less than $50,000. One wonders about the rea
son for this. Is it fashion or is it unawareness of the 
factors that have been discussed here? 

Certainly, the question "what is the most cost-effec
tive word length?" still awaits a definitive answer. All 
that has been noted here is that 24 bits appears fo be 
closer to the ojitimum than 18 bits or less. Perhaijs 32-
or 36-bit machines, which were not tested, would have 
looked even better. I t is the author's belief that the 
optimum would not be as short as one might think for 
the smaller computers. 
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IIT-30. The Optimvini Evaluation of Series of Measurements by M a x i m u m Likelihood, 
as AppUed to Nuclear Source Count ing 

K. G. A. PORGES AND A. D E VOLPI 

The iast stage of some precision measurements often 
involves the judicious combination of several inde
pendent measurements, carried out under somewhat 
different conditions and therefore of different reliability. 
To obtain the "best" value of some quantity or param
eter computed from such a series of measurements, it 
is suggested in elementary texts that "each measure
ment should be weighted by the reciprocal of its vari
ance". 

This prescription is, however, ambiguous unless the 
type of variance is specified and may become misleading 
in certain cases where specific corrections must be 
applied to individual measurements. Several examples 
given further on point out erroneous applications of 
inverse variance weighting which are not unknown in 
the hterature. In a complex situation, e.g. a nuclear 
counting problem which involves separate corrections 
for deadtime, accidental coincidences, background, 
source decay, etc., it appears best to derive the weights 
which are to be assigned to individual determinations 
directly from the Principle of Maximum Likelihood''^ 
(PML) instead of relying on "inverse variances". 
Indeed, weights which are inversely proportional to 
group variances result from the application of thi.s 
principle in simple cases; similarly, PML provides the 
rationale for lea.st scjuare fitting and related .statistical 
processing methods. PML-derived data processing has 
been u.sed in some specific nuclear measurements'^'* but 
the general usefulness of the principle, although very 
thoroughly discus.sed in a recent test on the statistical 
treatment of mea.surements, still appears to be insuffi-
cientl\- appreciated. This note is intended as a partial 
remedy, with particular emphasis on nuclear measure
ment processing. 

The statistics of nuclear measurements {in contrast 
perhaps to measurements in some other areas of 
physics) are predetermined by the fact that the quan
tity measured is usually itself a "statistic" whose "true" 
value can never be known exactly. Thus, measurements 
of cross sections, lifetimes, decay rates, branching 
ratios, etc., determine either an expectation value or 
an a priori probability; only energj-^ levels and other 
stationary nuclear i)roperties have a "true" value in 
nature, subject only to the uncertainty princijjle. 

In the following brief description of the Principle of 
Maximum Likelihood, it is not necessary to distinguish 
between parameters of intrinsically different nature, 
but only between parameters which are measured and 
those which remain constant during a given set of 

measurements. Individual determinations, consisting 
of sets of values of the former type (a i , 61, • • • ) 
(02, ^2, • • • ) etc., may fluctuate because the param
eters are in fact statistics or a result of equipment 
performance; in either case, sets of expectation values 
(QI , h , • • • ) etc. can presumably be defined for each 
measurement. Such expectation values may differ 
between sets or may be equal, according to whether 
conditions are varied or not. The other class of param
eters, designated here by Greek .symbols a, /?, • • •, are 
not measurable but their expectation values can be 
either calculated from some known relation between 
expectation values of all parameters or may be known 
beforehand; the evaluation of one of these is evidently 
the object of the .series of measurements. 

In addition to this information one also requires 
some knowledge of the statistics of the measurement 
process; in particular, the probability Wj of a certain 
measurement in the series yielding a particular "score", 
aj, bj, • • • , must be explicitly defined in terms of all 
expectation values, 

Wj = w{aj, bj, ibi. ). (I) 

Each such probability w, may in turn be the product 
of component probabilities for individual parameter i 
scores w-hen these are mutually statistically inde- i 
pendent, or consist of a more complex expression, as 
the result of either correlation or concatenation between 
parameters. We .shall as.sume the probabilities w, for 
successive measurements fo be statistically independent 
(tbe more complex case of correlations between such « 
measurements is treated in Ref. 2 ) ; hence the overall i 
likelihood of the combined .score is the jiroduct of ii 
probabilities w,, h 

n. (2) 

The likelihood L can be shown'" to vary with respect t 
to the choice of expectation values of parameters a, t 
3,7, • • • in such a wa\' that its logarithm is a conditional t 
maximum for the "best" value of those quantities. The j 
set of partial differential equations resulting from this i| 
observation, ^ 

a In L/da = XI a In w,/da = 0 

O In L/a0} = J^d\n Wj/dff = 0 (3) 

constitutes an operational definition of the Principle 
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of Ilaximum Likelihood (P.ML) from which weighting 
equations are readily obtained by inserting specific 
probabilities wj. These equations, to be sure, are not 
necessarily soluble by straightforward arithmetical 
means but require, in some cases, iteration or some 
similar method. That fact may have been per.sua.sive 
in favor of using simpler but incorrect weights when 
computers were not widely available, but this should 
no longer be a deterrent. Incorrect weights will not 
necessarily result in a very marked difference of the 
final result, but always amount to, in effect, discarding 
.some vahd information. Admittedly, when a large 
number of individual measurements is available, tiny 
weights whatsoever will do. An unweighted mean will 
yield the same result as a carefully weighted average 
when the overall statistical uncertainty is eventually 
reduced to a small value in comparison with suspected 
.systematic errors (which can never be entirely avoided 
in precision measurements). However, to obtain such 
a large amount of information that some of it becomes 
redundant is practical only in experiments which require 
a major effort in equipment setup and calibration, but 
is inefhcient when runmng time is a significant part 
of the overall cost. 

The component probabilities Wj defined above fre
quently (but not necessarily) turn out to amount to 
concatenated or combined Bernoulli and Poisson dis
tributions. When this is the case, and moreover when 
the observed scores consist of large numbers, it is 
permissible to substitute Gaussian functions for actual 
distribution functions, as treated extensively in text
books on probability theory. As shown, for instance, 
in Ref. 5, the error is .small in the vicinity of the peak 
(where differentiations indicated by Eqs. (3) are 
carried out). In borderline cases, Edgeworth correction 
series can be used if the exact distribution function w, 
is particularly complex, provided its cumulants can be 
readily calculated.'"' 

\Vhen this substitution is made in Etjs. (3), one 
obtains a set of weighting etpiations in which weights 
are inversely proportional to the second moments of 
the Gaussians. This amounts to the above mentioned 
scheme of "inverse variance weighting". The two 
mistakes most often made in applying this prescriiJtion 
are: (1) use of estimated variances of .single measure
ments instead of distribution variances, (2) application 
to ca.ses where component probabilities Wj are not 
effectively represented by Gaussians. This will now 
be illustrated by some examples. 

As a first and trivial case, we consider a series of 
counts Cl, C2 , • • • Cm of a radioactive source over a 
set of different time intervals d , (2, • • • f™ , from which 
one wishes to infer the best value of the count rate c. 
In the absence of deadtime effects, te, are Poisson 

distributions 

Wj 
Cj\ 

(i) 

Insertion of Eq. (4) into Eq. (3) and differentiation 
with respect to c leads to the self-evident re.sult 

£ = E C / E ' . . (5) 
which is also obtained by first computing sample count 
rates c; = Ci/ti and weighting these by the reciprocal 
of the distribution variance ff"(Ci) = c/ti. Note, how
ever that use of the Estimated Single Measurement 
(ESM) variance <J (ci) = CJti yields the wrong result, 

c= Zl'/Z(t)/Ci). (5') 
Much the same problem exists for counts which 

require a deadtime correction. In that case, tbe correct 
probability Wj turns out to be rather unwield.y ' but 
in most cases when deadtime corrections are neces.sarj-, 
observed counts are also large numbers; as discussed 
above Gaussian distributions can thus be substituted. 
The expectation value e{Cj) of count C; over time tj 
is related to tbe input rate n, which we wish to deter
mine, through 

e{Ci) = nt,/{l -{-nT), (6) 

where T = fixed paralysis after each count, and tbe 
variance becomes 

oHC,) = nli/{l -hnT)', 

whence 

- In / . - = ' i E l i ^ P ^ ^ ' t C i ) ! 

+ ZlCi- e(C,)]'/2a'(Cj) 

Differentiation with respect to the expectation value 
of the input rate ^^elds the best overall input rate value 

n = ZCi./(Zh- TZC<). (9) 

The use of input rate.s estimated on the basis of a 
single measurement, 

n, = (C,// ,)/[l - (C,r/(,)1 (10) 

and/or use of inverse S..M.E. variance weighting, 

a{ni) = idn./dO'a'iCi), (11) 

evidently again produces a spurious result. 
A final example illustrating the pitfalls of inverse 

variance weighting is a count with background sub-
fraction. We suppose, for example, that ni counts C,-
over various time intervals td are made of the .same 
.source, interspersed between m background counts Bi 
over intervals tbi ; from this information we wish to 
extract the best value for the signal rate s. The likeh-
hood function for this case is elementary and differ-

(7) 

(8) 

http://per.sua.sive
file:///Vhen
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to s and b immediately yields 

Ec,/Z'.>- ZB./Zh (12) 

whereas the attempt to calculate sample signal rates 
s, = Ci/tic - Bi/tn and combine these with weights 
(C,/«L -h £i/(^6)^' leads to a formulation which is 
both very complex and entirely wrong. A more realistic 
background subtraction problem is sometimes en
countered where background varies: for instance, a 
prehminary measurement may suggest that an effort 
be mtide to reduce the background through shielding, 
such that a set of measurements is eventually available 
consisting of the same mean source count rate s with 
different background rates 6, . For m measurements in 
tbe presence of the source and m measurements in tbe 
absence of the source, PML jnelds m -|- 1 equations: 

Y.1'1 = T,Cr/(s_-\-h), 

tei + kj = C,/(s_ + bi) + Bj/bj ; 

i = 1,2, ••• 

(13) 

au example of a case where a solution for s requires 
iteration or successive approximation. One interesting 
feature of this set of equations is that the approximation 
which one would be forced f o make for a single measure
ment. It = B/b, is not vahd here, as additional informa
tion about the background can be derived from the 
source counts. Generally speaking, it is the essential 
function of the P.ML method to make complete use of 
all available information contained in the data, for 

which reason this method would appear to merit more 
attention than it appears fo have received. 
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I l l -31 . Est imates of Variance from Measured Quant i t ies of F luctuat ing 
Origin and Inherent Correlation 

A. D E VOLPI 

An examination h;is been made of the origin of 
variances estimated for (luantities calculated from 
measured numbers. If these measurements are gathered 
in simultaneous time intervals, they become correlated 
in a statistical sense. As a result, care must be taken 
in determining the error to be associated with the 
calculated quantity. 

In carrying this procedure through, a consistent* 
set of derivations has been obtained for common situa
tions in counting random events, without the neces.sify 
for introducing ad hoc assumptions for each special 
application. By applying a minimum number of justifia

ble constraints, if has been possible to avoid leaving 
the final expressions in incomplete or obscure form. 

The initial review establishes that the proper variance 
to associate with a source rate s measured in the pres
ence of background b is 

al = [{s + M/y + al , W 

which indicates isolation of the separately measured 
background. Of course, for comparative purposes the 
uniform rate b can be used to estimate the variance 
for the background measurement. If this is done, then 
the optimum apportionment of background fo sample 
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counting time becomes 

k/lc = \b/{s -{- 6)]». (2) 

In the limit of very low background, we find 

tt/lr. = (b/s)'\ (3) 

and for relatively high backgrounds, 

v . = 1- (4) 

A merit ratio F for counting systems has been derived 
which does not have explicit reference to counting 
durations. The general expressions reduce to 

F = ( V s . ) ' , (5) 

if both signal rates are large with respect to background, 
and to 

F = (s2/si)(6i/i)2)*, (6 ) 

if both signal rates are greatly exceeded by background. 
If there is significant decay (X) of a radioactive 

source during the counting interval, a more complex 
counting time ratio arises: 

(1 - c"" ' / / ) + V{1- c-> 

^ 1 . 0 

I I I _l I I 

5 „ / b 

F I G . III-31-1. For Decaying Sources, the Optimum Count
ing Time Ratio k = tc/tt is Plotted as Functions of Initial Sig
nal/Background Ratio So/li and Decay Parameter X/r . ANL 
Neg. No. 116-91. 

where 

tb/t, • 

/ = (1 - e-"')/Xt, 

'//)' + (8„e-"'/b) -I- (2e-^''/f) 
(s„e-''-/b) d- (2c-" . / / ) 

(8) 

The counting time ratio is shown in Fig. III-31-1 as a 
function of signal/background ratio and decay fraction. 

The already established relative variance for coin
cidence counting can also be derived from the present 
viewpoint. One finds for a disintegration rate Â  with 
random components a and b in .separate defection 
channels and correlated component c, 

al _ a b (c — ab)' 
¥' ~ (a- | -c)2 (b + c)'' c(a + c)H.b -{- cf ' 

(9) 

Finally, the results are extended to the high precision 
calibration of a gate duration or delay period, using 
random pulses in coujunction with a precision oscilla
tor (pulse separation X and width T ) . An additional 
step is necessary to bring the calculated variance into 

agreement with the observed distribution. The formula 
for the delay is 

D = {\l'/g) - r, (10) 

while the relative variance is computed as 

{4/Dy = h{al/D'), (11; 

for 

ao/D = [a{\ + a/g)]\{p - l)g + a]'\ (12) 

where A is a truncated portion of the normal distribu
tion, and 

a = V - (p - \)g. (13) 

P is the number of random pulses passed, g is the num
ber of gating events, and p is the number of oscillator 
pulses which can be passed during each delay gate. 
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III-32. R a n d o m Numbers from Electronic Noise 

Cn.iRLES E R W I N C O H N 

INTRODUCTION 

Recent literature' has jiointed out serious statistical 
imperfections in the familiar multiplicative-congruen-
tial algorithms used for generating pseudo-random 
numbers in digital computers. Although methods for 
partially circumventing these im]ierfections have been 
suggested, it is appropriate to bring back the old 
idea-- ^ of generating random numbers with the aid of 
physical sources of noise. This aiiproach is attractive 
because physical noise arises from atomic processes 
which have no hidden regularities (to the best of our 
knowledge). 

The problem of random-number generation can be 
reduced to the problem of random-bit generation. 
Therefore, this paper is concerned primarily with the 
use of electronic sources of noise to generate popula
tions of random bits having good statistical ])ro]3erties 
in spite of the imperfections of practical electronics. 
Some points on the utilization of these bits will be 
included. 

RANDOM-BIT GENERATION 

The simjilest approach to random-bit generation is 
to apply wide-band electrical noise to the input of a 
polarity detector or amplitude discriminator. The out
put of this discriminator would be sampled each time a 
random bit is required. If the noise is above its mean 
value at the instant of sampling, the derived bit would 

NOISE 
SOURCE 

SQUARING 
CIRCUIT TOGGLE 

CLOCKED 
FLIP-
FLOP 

STROBE 
PULSE 

FIG. in-32-1 . line Type of Random Generator. ANL Ne 
No. 113-2823 T-l. 

TAHLF, llI-:!2-l. PHOPERTIES or Two 
lt.\NDOM-BlT ( iENEK,\Tons 

Generalnr 
No. of bits examined 
Bias (8) 
Correlation with pre

vious bit (t) 

Burr-Brctwn 
2,000,060,416 

0.01172 ± 0.00004 
0.00799 ± O.OCKXM 

Other 
1,916,502,018 

0.00193 ± 0.00004 
0.00312 ± 0.00004 

be a one, w'hile if the noise is below its mean value at 
the instant of sampling, the derived bit would be a 
zero. The major drawback of this simple scheme is 
that the bit population would be biased, that is zeros 
and ones would not be equijtrobable, if the discrimina
tion level of the polarity detector did not coincide ex
actly with the mean level of the noise. It is not practi
cal to set this level to the required accuracy because of 
statistical error nor to hold it against circuit drift. 
Schemes have been proposed"* to adjust the discrimina
tion level automatically in response to the obsen'ed 
bias, but this would clearly introduce long-term serial 
correlations. 

Figure III-32-1 shows an arrangement that has been 
used to circumvent the above difficulty. As before, a 
source of wdde-band electronic noise feeds an ampli
tude discriminator which acts as a squaring circuit. 
The output of the squaring circuit is a square wave 
with transitions at the discrimination-level crossings of 
the noise. This square wave is fed to the complementa
tion input of a toggle, which changes state every cycle 
of the square wave. The operation is largely independ
ent of the discrimination level of the squaring circuit. 

The outputs of the toggle go to the steering inputs 
of a clocked flip-fiop. When a random bit is to be read, 
this fli])-flop is strobed. The status of the toggle at that 
instant is thus sampled and held. In principle, this 
circuit should show no bias since the toggle should 
spend equal time in the zero and one state. Wc shall 
see to what extent that ideal is realized. 

PROPERTIES OF SIMPLE GENERATORS 

Tests were made on two random bit generators em
bodying this arrangement. One was a Burr-Brown 
Model 4006/2.5 noise generator module. The other was 
assembled from a General Radio Model 1390-B noise 
generator operated at 500-kHz bandwidth, an inte-
grated-circuit amjditude comparator, and two 5-MHz 
flip-flops in the Honeywell/CCD "S-PAC" series. Tahlc 
III-32-I shows the measured properties of these gener
ators. Results are shown in terms of probability, that 
is, the probability of a one bit is 0.5 -h 8, the condi
tional jirobability of a one bit following another one 
bit is 0.5 + S -I- e, the conditional probability of a one 
bit following a zero bit is 0.5 -I- 8 - £, etc. The limits 
of standard deviation were estimated from binomial 
statistics. These data were obtained with the random 
bit generator connected to the DDP-24 computer. 

I t can be seen that both generators had significant 



Cohn 343 

bias, contrary to our exjiectations. The explanation for 
that is believed to lie in the properties of the toggle 
and the manner in which complementation occurs. As 
mentioned before, complementation occurs on one 
transition per cycle of input square wave. The preced
ing half-cycle must be long enough for the toggle to be 
primed for the transition. If the half-cycle is too short, 
complementation will not take place. Now in any ac
tual toggle, the two transistors and their associated 
components will not be exactly symmetrical so that the 
time rctjuired to prime for a transition in one direction 
may be slightly longer than that required to prime for 
the other. Therefore, the shortest half cycle to achieve 
complementation in one direction may be slightly 
longer than for the other ilirection. The input noise will 
then give a distribution of half cycles such that a 
certain fraction are sufficient to initiate com|>lementa-
tion in one direction but not sufficient for the other 
direction. Thus, the observed bias will arise. The other 
generator has a bias almost an order of magnitude 
better than the Burr-Brown, possibly because the S-
PAC flip-fiop has a faster response, so that fewer 
half-cycles fail to initiate complementation. 

The bits from each of these generators arc not indc-
liendeid but show a significant serial correlation. This 
can be attributed to two causes, i.e. the finite band
width of the noise and the behavior of the clocked 
flip-fio]i. Successive noise samplings would be corre
lated over intervals of the order of the reciprocal of the 
noise bandwidth. However, in these tests, the interval 
between bit samplings was much longer (65 /xsec) so 
the observed correlation must have been entirely due 
to the latter cause. Since the strobe pulses and the 
toggle transitions are incoherent, there wdll be a cer
tain number of cases where the time interval between 
the most recent toggle transition and the fall of the 
strobe pulse is insufficient to prime the flip-flop so that 
it will not strobe but will remain at its previous state. 

Correlations for these bits were also calculated for 
lags from 2 to 20 and for 74 selected longer lags with a 
maximum of 3079 by a method that was previously 
developed for fast-reactor noise analysis.' The correla
tions were not significantly different from zero to a 
precision in e from less than 0.00004 at short lags to 
0.00O4 at the longest lag. Capacitive coupling between 
the noise source and the squaring circuit eliminates 
noise components of very low frequency and so pre
vents serial correlations due to 1// noise. 

BIAS AND CORRELATION REMOVAL 

It is evident that the generated bits require further 
treatment to remove their statistical imperfections. 
Removing the correlation is relatively easy. For corre
lations due to limited noise bandwidth, just increase 
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FIG. III-32-2. Flow Diagram of Bias-Removal Scheme. If 

the Probability of Each Branch is as Shown, the Probability of 
altestilt of l i s O . 5 - 25=- t. ANL Neg. No. 113-38^ T-l Rev. t. 

the time interval between samplings. To remove corre
lation clue to flip-flop stickiness, one can strobe the 
output flip-flops several times for each bit and discard 
the intermediate samplings. 

Removal of bias is more difficult but there is an 
effective procedure that we have developed in which no 
long-term correlations are introduced. This is merely 
alternating complementation in which every other hit 
is clianged from a one to a zero or from a zero to a one. 
It is obvious that such a procedure will yield ecfual 
ex]iectations of ones and zeros. However, if the input 
bits have any great amount of bias significant serial 
correlations can result. Thus, the alternating comple
mentation is best used as a final processing step, with 
some other method being used to reduce the bias in 
pre])aration for it. 

Figure II-32-2 shows a suitable preparatory bias re
duction method. Here two raw bits are taken from the 
generator for every final bit to be produced and the 
out])ut bit is made equal to the logical difference of the 
two input bits. In other words, the first input bit is 
taken, and then the second input bit is used to decide 
whether or not to complement the first input bit. If the 
second bit is a one, the first input bit is complcment<?d 
while if the second input bit is a zero, the first input 
bit is left unchanged. The probability that the result 
will be a one is 0.5 — 28- — t. If the input correlation 
is sufficiently small, a substantial improvement in bias 
may be obtained. Note that there is no chance of can
celling off the remaining bias against the correlation 
because the correlations encountered here are always 
positive. The output for this process may be used as 
the input to still another bit pairing step if a further 
reduction in bias before alternating complementation 
is required.* 

* There is an alternative bit-pairing prescription which 
might prove advantageous under certain conditions. In this 
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TABLE ni -32-I I . B I T PROCESSING TESTS 

Generator 
No. of raw bits taken 
No. of processed 

tained 
Paw bit bias 

Paired bit bias 

Final bit bias 

Correlation with 
final bit 

bits ob-

previons 

Burr-Brown 
1,102,905,344 

551,462,672 

0.011440 
± 0.000015 

-0.000242 
± 0.000021 

0.000005 
± 0.000021 

0.000025 
± 0.000021 

Other 
1,129,709,588 

564,854,784 

0.002084 
± 0.000015 

-0.000447 
± 0.000021 

0.000018 
± 0.000021 

-0.000030 
± 0.000021 

These operations would normally be performed by 
hardware. However, for test purposes they were per
formed by programming on the DDP-24 computer. 
Table III-32-II shows the results. Tests were run with 
both the Burr-Brown and the other random bit genera
tor. One stage of bit pairing proceeded alternating com
plementation. Each of the generators was strobed three 
times for each raw bit taken with the two intermediate 
samplings discarded. Both bias and correlation have 
been eliminated to wdthin statistics. I t is impossible to 
tell at this level of precision whether the alternating 
complementation introduced any significant correla
tion, and hence whether another stage of bit pairing 
would be desirable. 

Correlations at longer lags were checked as pre
viously described and were found to be zero to the 
precision previously mentioned. In addition, a run test 

scheme, input bit pairs with both bits identical, i.e. (0, 0) and 
(1, 1), are discarded. The pair (1, 0} yields a result of 1 and the 
pair (0, 1) yields a result of zero {or vice versa). The probabil
ity of (1, 0) is 0.25 - S' - O.St - Je, while the probability of 
(0, 1) is 0.25 - S'- 0.5e + Si. Note that these two probabilities 
differ only in the sign of the last term, so the output bit bias is 
proportional to Se. This scheme, then, although it would require 
somewhat more elaborate logic than the scheme just described 
and would reduce the rate of production of bits, offers a smaller 
output bias whenever e < 25. 

was performed on a sequence of 781,647,873 processed 
bits from the other generator. The number of runs of 
consecutive bits of the same value differed from the 
expected number by 0.150 in standard measure, corre
sponding to a significance level of 92%. 

USAGE OF RANDOM BITS 

These random bits can be either directly sensed by 
the computer and used as random two-way switches or 
assembled into words in a word-forming buffer and 
read into the computer on demand. Most modern com
puters can read a full word into the accumulator in one 
to three memory cycles. This is clearly much faster 
than any algorithmic generator. 

There are some situations in which the nonrepeata-
bility of a physical random-number generator is con
sidered a disadvantage. One could use an algorithmic 
generator for program debugging and checkout and the 
physical generator for production runs where good sta
tistical properties are most important. For calculation 
schemes requiring repeated reference to a given se
quence of random numbers, the sequence could be re
corded on a bulk storage device. With suitable block
ing and buffering techniques, no speed need be lost, 
especially since certain operations, such as conversion 
to floating point, would not have to be repeated. 
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III-33. G a m m a - R a y Spectral Measurements at JANUS 

RAYMOND GOLD and K. E. FREESE 

Following modification of the .lANUS reactor, gam
ma-ray spectra w êre measured in the High Dose Room-
using Compton recoil gamma-ray spectroscopy.' A 
floor plan of the JANUS High Dose Room is displayed 
in Fig. III-33-1. A series of gamma spectra measure

ments was carried out 96 cm above floor level at posi
tions, A, B, C, D, and E. 

A second series of measurements was conducted to 
determine the effects of loading the High Dose Room 
with a large number of animals. To simulate the mod-
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erating effects of mice, one ounce polyethylene bottles 
were filled with water sufficient to give 3 gm of total 
hydrogen. (This is approximately the hydrogen con
tent of a 30-gm mouse.) Four hundred fifty-six (456) 
such "phantom mice" samples were distributed in a 
uniform array across the High Dose Room from floor 

TABLE 111-33-1. G.IMM.\ D O S E R.4TE .IT JANUS 

PHANTOM 
MICE ARRAY 

FIG. in-33-1. Layout of the High Dose Room at JANUS. 
Gamma Spectra were Measured at Positions A-E. All Measure-
meats were Carried Out at a Height ol 96 cm from Floor Level. 
For the Phantom Configuration, the Depicted Array of Phan
tom Mice Extended from Floor to Within 37 cm of the Ceiling 
with a 10 cm Vertical Separation Distance Between Phantoms. 
ANLNeg. No. 116-460. 

Position 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 

Energy Interval, 
MeV 

0.28-2.2 
0.29-2.2 
0.20-2.2 
0.26-2.2 
0.29-2.2 

Dose per Watt of 
Reactor Power, 

mR/hr 

0.15 
0.26 
0.084 
0.075 
0.046 

Phantom Experiment 

A 
B 
E 

0.26-2.2 
0.26-2.2 
0.26-2.2 

0.18 
0.30 
0.066 

to ceiling. The location of this array is depicted in Fig. 
III-33-1. Measurements were repeated at positions A, 
B, and E with this phantom configuration. 

Experimental results are shown in Figs. III-33-2 
through III-33-6, where the absolute gamma spectra 
(photons/cm--sec-MeV) per watt of reactor power are 
displayed for positions A through E, respectively. The 
dominant peaks arising in these spectra can be attrib
uted, in the main, to gamma emission from either fast 
neutron inelastic scattering in lead or direct neutron 
activated gamma-rays from lead. (The external sur
face of the modified High Dose Room consists of a 
4-in. thick lead layer.) 

Gamma dose rate is also available from these data.^ 
Table III-33-I. summarizes the dose rate (mR/hr) per 
watt of reactor ^ower in the designated gamma-ray 
energy regions for positions A-E. 

REFERENCES 

1. R. Gold, Compton Recoil Gamma-Ray Spectroscopy, Nucl. 
Instr. Meth. 84, 173-194 (1970). 

2. R. Gold and I. K. Olson, The Armtysis of Compton Continuum 
Measurements, ANL-7611 (1970). 

(FIGS. 111-33-2-33-6 on pp. 346-349) 
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III-34. A Neutron Spectrum Map of the J . \NUS [rradiation Faci l i ty 
Using Proton-Recoi l Proportional Counters 

E. F. BENNETT and T. J. YULE 

INTRODUCTION 

Measurements of fast neutron energy s]icctra in ex
perimental reactors have been carried out at Argonne 
National Laboratory since 1965.'^' The technique, us
ing proton-recoil projiortional counters with gamma 
discrimination, is applicable to the determination of 
low intensity degraded fission neutron spectra in the 
energy range from 1 keV to a few MeV. 

Although the developmental effort has been directed 
towards critical assembly experimentation, the method 
may be applied to the study of neutron spectra in any 
environment containing modest (order of 10* n,/cm^-
sec) fast neutron fluxes. The application of this 
method to shielding measurements, to the determina
tion of neutron spectra from standard sources, and to 
neutron flux mapping in biologically interesting envi
ronments is certainly feasible.^ Since biological effects 
of radiation are not related in a simple way to an 
integral quantity, such as the kerma, it is desirable to 
have a differential measurement of neutron spectrum. 

The original High Flux Irradiation Room of 
JANUS'* had design problems which limited the useful
ness for biological research. The neutron energy spec
trum contained relatively more slow neutrons than 
were desired and the neutron-to-gamma ratio was un
necessarily low. High residual gamma-ray radiation 
from surfaces of the room and neutron leakage around 
and through the shutter interfered wdth personnel ac
cess for rapid specimen placement or removal. These 
various deficiencies were deemed sufficiently serious to 
justify a significant redesign effort on the high flux cell. 

The ,IANUS facility, in its present form,* provides a 
copious flux of fast neutrons (with few thermals) over 
a large and readily accessible irradiation area. Analy
ses of the expected neutron flux spectrum were made'-* 
and experiments other than the one reported here have 
been done in which both neutron spectra^ and gamma 
spectra' were investigated. Mappings of neutron and 
gamma doses were also performed." In this paper we 
describe the technique of neutron spectroscopy with 
proton-recoil counters as it was used in the JANUS 
measurements and present the results of a limited spa
tial mapping of the spectrum over the irradiation -
room. We also compare a measured spectrum with a 
calculated spectrum" based upon a considerable over
simplification of the geometrical complexities of the 

cell. A more sophisticated (Monte Carlo) study of the 
neutron spectrum is in progress' and will be reported 
elsewhere. 

DE.SIOX OF THE JANU.S FACILITY 

F'igurc III-34-1 is a ^'ertical section of the cell and 
illustrates the combination of lead and borated hard-
board used along walls and floors to minimize the 
gamma dose during neutron irradiation, as well as to 
shield personnel from wall-activation gammas upon 
entering the room after a power run. The lead liner 
also has the effect of reducing the low energy compo
nent of the neutron spectrum over that which would 
exist in the absence of lead by allowing fast neutrons 
to be returned to the room with little energy loss. The 
location of the U-235 converter plate and the shutter, 
which is used to isolate the cell for personnel access, is 
also shown. Thermal neutrons from a graphite pedestal 
coupled to the JANUS reactor convert to fast neutrons 
in the U-235 plate and these fill the irradiation cell. 
Lead, interposed between the converter and cell, serves 
to reduce gamma fluxes which occur during neutron 
irradiation of the converter, as well as gamma fluxes 
present when the thermal-neutron-absorbing shutter is 
in place. The solid circles in Fig. III-34-1 indicate 
detector locations. 

Figure III-34-2 is a horizontal section of the cell. 
The solid rectangles, which represent detector place
ments, also indicate the orientation of the cylindrical 
probes. The area indicated by "specimen line" is ap
proximately where most of the intended biological ir
radiations are to be made. Spectrum measurements 
wore made over the wdiole cell, however, in order to 
ascertain the sensitivity of spectral shape and ampli
tude to cell position. 

It should be noted (see Fig. III-34-2) that all the 
surfaces have a lead inside liner with borated hard-
board or boro-bauxite concrete behind the liner, except 
for the door. 

EXPERIMENTAL METHOD 

Figure III-34-3 is a photograph of the proportional 
counter probe used. The detector and a preamplifier 
were mounted in a 2 X 2 in. box or stainless steel '732 
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FIG. III-34-1. Vertical Section of the JANUS High Flux Irradiation Cell. The Solid Circles Indicate Detector Locations. ANL 
Neg. No. 116-332. 

in. thick, which was held in position by a light alumi
num holder. 

The cylindrical counting tubes (stainless steel) had 
an inside diameter of 1 in. and an effective length of 3 
in. The wall thickness was 16 mils and the anode (1 
mil stainless steel wire) was positioned by a 10 mil 
diam brass field definition tube. 

Two identical detectors were used for each spectrum 
measurement. One contained predominantly hydrogen 
gas filled to a pressure of about 80 psia. The spectrum 
below about 100 keV was measured with the hydrogen 
filling. The other detector contained about 90 psia of 
methane and was used for the higher energy portion of 
the spectrum up to about 3 MeV. The methane filling 
with increased stopping power to protons was less sub
ject to wall- and end-effect events at the higher ener
gies. It is possible to extend measurements somewhat 
further in energy than was done here and this would 
have been desirable since a significant amount of the 
dose is contributed by neutrons above a few McV.'" 
Counters with greater stopping power, needed for meas
urements at higher energies, were not available. The 
detectors used were intended for work in softer spectra. 
Hydrogen gas is preferable for measurements at the 

lower energies. Only a slight variation in W (keV per 
ion pair) exists for protons in hydrogen and there is no 
contribution to the measured pulse height spectrum 
due to neutrons scattering from carbon, as occurs to 
some extent with methane gas fillings. 

The detectors were calibrated by the addition of a 
small amount of nitrogen gas and by observing protons 
from the reaction N'*(n, p)C^* when the counters were 
exposed to thermal neutrons. In this way an absolute 
relationship between pulse height and proton energy 
was established for each chamber. 

DATA REDUCTION 

After accumulation of a complete spectrum of recoil 
protons several corrections were made for various ef
fects discussed below.^^ 

The Variation of W 

The desired sjiectrum of recoil protons per unit en
ergy is obtained from measurements (which produce a 
spectrum per unit ionization) by dividing by the keV 
per ion pair IF. This is a slowly varjdng quantity, even 
at quite low energy, but does require consideration. 
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Wall and End Effects 

The track length of recoil protons will increase (and 
rather rapidly) with energy until there exists a high 
probability for truncation where the entire track is not 
contained in the effective detector. A procedure has_ 
been worked out to evaluate truncation and to esti
mate its significance for measured data. The effect of 
this correction upon the measured JANUS neutron 
spectra over the energy region up to a maximum of 

about 2 MeV, was ascertained as of little consequence 
and the correction was not applied in any of the re
ported results. 

Carbon-RecoU 
The carbon component in methane-filled counters 

will undergo scattering by fast neutrons and the ioni
zation produced cannot be distinguished from that in
duced by recoil protons. This effect, which is usually 
small, does require that a correction be made. 
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FIG. III-34-3. Photograph of the Detector Probe and Pre
amplifier Used for JANUS Neutron .Spectroscopy. ANL Neg. 
No. 900-405. 

Electric Field Distortion 

The simple approach used to desensitize counters 
near the end by thickening the anode (an increase 
from 1 to 10 mils) is not completely satisfactory since 
a distortion of internal field lines occurs. The electrical 
volume of the detectors is not exactly identical with 
the mechanical volume and the response departs from 
ideal. The effect may be calculated, however, and with 
a detailed understanding of the internal field organiza
tion a correction for the effect can be made. 

After the various corrections for systematic effects 
mentioned above were made, proton recoil distribu
tions D (E) (per unit energy) were converted into neu
tron spectra <i>{E) (per unit lethargy) by differentia
tion according to the well known prescription 

<t>(E) 
1 g dD(E) 

dE ' 
(1) 

NT a{E) 

where NT is the product of the hydrogen atom number 
in the effective counter volume by the time duration of 
the measurement, and a(E) is the neutron-proton cross 
section which is well known experimentally. The ex
perimental derivative is determined by a least squares 
line fit to segments of the proton spectrum, and the 
statistical error in the neutron spectrum is that asso
ciated with counting statistics in the line fit. 

The statistical accuracy obtained in the measured 
spectrum is generally about ± 3%. The energy resolu
tion varies from something in the vicinity ot 12% at 
the higher energy upward to almost 30% in the vicin

ity of 1 keV where statistics in ionization become poor 
and affect resolution accordingly. 

A maximum detector counting rate of about 10,000 
counts/sec was maintained at each of the positions 
measured by varying reactor power. A B-10 counter 
was placed in the cell and used to monitor jiower inde
pendently during a measurement. 

RESULTS 

The top view of the irradiation cell shown in Fig. 
III-34-2 indicates the various locations at which meas
urements were made. Table III-34-I contains the dis
tances of the counter center from various cell surfaces. 
The spectrum at position A was measured after wa
ter-filled containers (simulating mice) were suspended 
as a semi-uniform vertical sheet from the ceiling along 
the line indicated. The average surface density was 
0.020 gm/cm^ of hydrogen, 0.046 gm/cm^ of carbon, 
and 0.10 gm/cm- of oxygen. 

Figures III-34-4 through III-34-10 contain the spec
trum measured at each position; Fig. III-34-5 is the 
result at position A with the simulated mice in place. 
The absolute ordinate scale (fiux per unit lethargy) is 
included at each position; all measurements are re
ferred to a reactor power of 1 W. Some variation in 
flux intensity and spectrum occurred, depending upon 
location of the detector in the cell. However, most 
specimen irradiations would be done over a region 
where little spectral change was observed. The "A-
mice" measurement provides evidence of the flux per
turbation introduced by samples undergoing irradia
tion. There ^ an observable, although slight, softening 
of the spectrum which is consistent with some degrada
tion of neutron energy by scattering on the sample 
material. There is also a noticeable softening of the 
spectrum as one moves away from positions near the 
converter to positions near the back of the cell. 

One prominent feature which varies systematically 
with location is the resonance dip seen at about 400 
keV. This is probably due to neutrons which are re-

TABLE 

Position 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 

III-34-I. COUNTER CENTER DISTANCES FROM 

SPECIFIED CELL .SURFACF,S 

Distance" 

On the center line; 30^^ in. from back wall 
On the centerline; 6^^ in. from curved (2) lead wall 
On the renter line; 2 in. from back wall 
19^^ in. from back wall; 2 in. from door 
19^8 in. from back wall; 2 in. from side wall 
978 '"• from curved (2) lead wall; 9% in, from sliort 

side wall 

" All measurements were made at the center of the core, 
39^8 in. above the floor. 
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turned through the lead w âll liner from underlying 
concrete. A large scattering resonance in oxygen exists 
at about 400 keV and the neutron flux returned by the 
ceiling and door will be displaced at this energy. Es
sentially no evidence of this return exists at position B 
(close to the face). Since position B is nearest to the 
fission converter source relatively fewer neutrons asso
ciated with concrete return are present. Position D, on 
the other hand, is adjacent to the unshielded concrete 
door and the effect of the oxygen scattering resonance 
here is quite pronounced. 

Some other structure appears to exist in the spec
trum; this may involve scattering resonances in the 
lead room liner and also resonances in steel in the 
detector and in the container used to hold the detector 
in place (see Fig. III-34-3). 

Figure III-34-4 also contains a histogram, obtained 
from Ref. 6, representing a calculation of the spectrum. 
The calculation was performed using a one-dimen
sional discrete ordinate transport theoiy code and a 
multi-energy group cross section set. The one-dimen
sional approximation is not expected to be especially 
appropriate to the actual JANUS cell; a relevant 
three-dimensional calculation with good energy resolu

tion is not feasible, ;^fonte Carlo methods are capable 
of treating the configuration exactly and are being in
vestigated at present." However, the shape of the en
ergy spectrum is probably more strongly influenced by 
the materials in the environment than by the precise 
geometrical arrangement of these materials. The reason
ably good agreement as to spectrum shape between 
theory and calculation in Fig. III-34-4 is presumably 
evidence of this. Normalization of the calculated histo
gram to the measurement in Fig. III-34-4 was made 
by forcing integral fluxes from 1 keV to 2 MeV to 
agree. Since the one-dimensional calculation predicts 
the same flux throughout the cell and since measure
ments indicate systematic changes in both shape and 
intensity it must be admitted that tbe comparison of 
position A results in Fig. III-34-4 leaves much to be 
desired. The essential qualitative features of the 
JANUS spectrum, even allowing for this objection, are 
quite reasonably predicted by the simple calculation of 
Ref. 6. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The results of proton recoil measurements of neutron 

flux in the irradiation cell of JANUS have generally 

file:///rea-Normalizcd
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confirmed the design predictions as to spectral shape 
above about 1 keV. The effect upon the spectrum of 
specimens undergoing irradiation has been observed 
and the dependence of spectrum upon position in the 
room has been recorded. The results of these (and 
other related) measurements will provide an excellent 
description of the radiation environment in JANUS. 
The energy resolution, response range, and accuracy of 
the proton recoil results are in general satisfactory for 
investigations of biological environments; an improved 
response at high energies would be very useful for 
dosimetry. 

Proton recoil spectroscopy with gamma discrimina
tion does require a considerable amount of electronics 
and detailed analyses if one is to achieve the full in
herent accuracy and energy response. The measure
ments reported here are typical of what can be 
achieved in low flux environments and serves to illus
trate the method very well. 
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llF-35. A Code for Calculat ing the Temperatures of Effluent Air 
from the ZPR-6 and -9 Sand Filters 

G. K. RUSCH 

A potcntitil problem during and subsequent fo a pos
tulated Design Basis Accident (DBA) in the ZPR-6 or 
-9 reactor cell, is the generation of relatively high 
pressures due to rapidly burning sodium vapor. The 
pressurized air must be vented in a manner which is 
compatible with the pressure rating of the reactor cell 
and such that the release of radioactive material is 
minimized. 

One of the safety features of the ZPR-6 and -9 
reactor facilities' is the emergency-exhaust-system 
(EES) which is designed to rapidly release air from 
the reactor cell and also to minimize the release of 
radioactive contaminants after a DBA type accident. 
The EES is comprised of a reactor cell capable of 
containing internal pressures up to 35 psig, and valves, 
ductwork, and sand filters compatible with this cell 
containment capability. The sand filters are designed 
to remove the major portion of radioactive particulate 
material flowing out of the cell after a DBA, and as a 

large heat sink (~3 X 10' cal/°C) to absorb heat 
generated during the accident. Air can flow from the 
reactor cell through the sand filters and subsequently 
through a double set of HEPA filters at a rate of about 
3000 cfm per psi of pressure head. The effluent air is 
therefore highly filtered provided the air is sufficiently 
cooled in the sand filters fo protect the integrity of the 
HEPA filters. A code has been written to calculate the 
temperature of the effluent air following a postulated 
DBA in the ZPR-6 or -9 reactor cell. 

The details of the code are contained in Ref. 2. 
Briefly, however, heat is assumed to be generated' from 
burning sodium vapor and Iit|uid metals in accord with 
the DBA postulated in the Final Safety Analysis 
Report.' This heat is assumed to be transferred imme
diately to the air in the reactor cell. Numerical ap
proximations to the appropriate differential equations 
are used to calculate the parameters of interest. Heat 
transferred by conduction to the reactor cell walls. 
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floor, and ceiling is calculated. Air pressure within the 
reactor cell is calculated using temperature and density 
information. Air flow through the sand filters is deter
mined by use of cell air-pressure information. 

The sand filters which absorb heat from the air flow
ing through them, are assumed to be divided into a 
number of discrete zones. The divisions are defined by 
planes perpendicular to the axis of the sand filters. Each 
zone is assumed fo contain spherical particles of a 
given size; the individual particles are assumed to be 
divided into spherical shells for the purpose of heat 
transfer calculations. AU of the air within a given zone 
is assumed to be at the same temperature, as are all 
corresponding spherical shells within the individual 
particles. The temperature of the air flowing from a 
given zone is determined as a function of the quantity 
and temperature of the inlet air, the quantity and tem
perature of the air within the zone, and the quantity 
of heat transferred from the air to the particles within 

a zone. Heat transfer between particles of the various 
zones is assumed negligible compared with that trans
ported by air flow. 

For the case of the ZPR-6 and -9 DBA, the effluent 
air from the sand filters was found to be essentially at 
room temperature (25°C). This low temperature is a 
consequence of the very large heat capacity of the 
sand and gravel within the filters and the very large 
effective surface area for heat transfer to the sand and 
gravel. 

REFERENCES 

1. W. Y. Kato et al.. Final Safely Analysis Report ou the Use 
of Plutonium in ZPR-6 and -9, ANL-7442 (1970). 

2. G. K. Rusch, A Code for Calculating Effluent Air Tempera
tures from a Sand Filler, ANL-7687 (to be published). 

3. G. K. Rusch and J. M. van Doorninck. The Subroutine Used 
lo Calculate Design Basis Accidents For Ihe ZPR-6 and. 
-9 Plutonium Safety Analysis Report. AXL-7o08 (1968). 

i n - 3 6 . A Sodium-Vapor Monitor 

J. V. MEYEU, T . W . JOHNSON and J. E. SUSTMAN* 

INTRODUCTION 

A 360 liter heated zone (the VTRZ), capable of 
operation at temperatures up to 550°C, is to be in
stalled in the ZPR-6 Fast Critical Assembly as part of 
a study of heterogeneity and temperature effects in 
LilFBR critical experiments. The sodium in this 
heated zone will operate in the molten state and safety 
considerations have led to a double-containment 
scheme. The primary sodium containment will be 
sealed individual stainless steel cans (calandria cans), 
nominally 2 X 2 X 12 in. and containing approxi
mately 300 g sodium; the secondary containment is a 
sealed outer shell enclosing the entire heated zone (a 
total of about 400 cans). A circulating argon gas blan
ket is maintained within the outer shell. The sodium-
vapor monitor described in this report is intended to 
detect a breach of the primary sodium containment 
cans by detecting the presence of sodium vapor in the 
circulation argon cover gas. 

An initial survey of sodium leak detection methods, 
undertaken at the beginning of the development of a 
sodium vapor monitor for this application, indicated 
that leak detection by the "atomic absorption" of 

sodium light by sodium vapor was the most practical 
of the available approaches to the problem.f This 
report discusses the electronic and mechanical design 
of the sodiuja-vapor monitor and the proof-of-per-
formance and sensitivity tests of the prototype model 
of the instrument. 

MONITOR OPERATION 

The monitor is to be located immediately outside the 
heated zone assembly, as shown in Fig. III-36-1, where 
it will monitor the argon cover gas as it exits from the 
heated zone. The argon gas will sweep any sodium can 
leak, no matter how small or remote, picking up sodium 
vapor and transporting a portion of the vapor through 
the heated zone to the detector. 

The physical configuration of the sodium-vapor 
monitor is shown in Fig. III-36-2. The sodium-light 
source produces an essentially monodirectional light 
beam made up of the emission lines of sodium. The 

' Student, Wisconsin State University, Oshkosh, Wisconsin. 

t Among Ihe other methods considered were the detection of 
liquid sodium by electrical-shorting or by chemical reactions; 
the detection of vaporized sodium by flame or R-F excitation 
])hotometry, by gamma detection of Na-24, or by chemical 
cells; and the detection of sodium combustion or reaction 
products by such means as sensing sodium smoke. 
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-Sodium Vapor Monitor. 

sodium light source is made up of a sodium lamp with 
its associated power supply, a lens system, and two 
yttrium oxide windows as shown in the figure. The 
lamp is a high-spectra-output hollow-cathode tube 
which emits the emission lines of sodium, the strongest 
of which are at 5890 A and 5896 A. The lens system 
collimates and concentrates this sodium light, direct
ing it through the yttrium oxide windows and through 
the gas space. Except for some minor dispersion, these 
windows are transparent to the essentially monodirec
tional light beam. 

Ideally, the sodium-light sensor should be sensitive 
only to the emission lines of sodium generated by the 
lamp. It should discriminate against other wavelengths 
and against sodium light scattered in the monitor 
housing. The sodium-light sensor used in this monitor 

is made up of a set of yttrium oxide windows, an 
interference filter, and a photomultiplier tube with an 
associated electrometer. Considerable departure from 
the ideal sensor can be tolerated here because the mon
itor is essentially light-tight.* Thus the photomulti
plier tube will only sense light produced by the lamp. 
The interference filter will discriminate against scat
tered sodium light (i.e., sodium light which is not inci
dent normal to the face of the filter) and against light 
outside the band width of 50 A (with a peak wave
length of 5895.9 A). 

The emission of sodium light photons in the 5890 
and 5896 A peaks and the absorption of this light by 
sodium atoms is a resonance phenomenon which is de
scribed exactly as in neutron absorption. Involved in 
this phenomenon then are line widths (natural and 
doppler), peak values, and resonance line shapes de
scribed in terms of Voight profiles. The absorption of 
photons of frequency v bv sodium atoms is governed 
by 

I{x) = loe-"-"", 

where 
/o = initial intensity 
X = distance traveled by the photons through the 

absorbing medium 
A'̂  = absorber atom density 

a{v) = absorption cross section and is described by 
Voight line shapes. 

For example, assuming a sodium-vapor density of 

* With the sodium lamp turned off the electrometer current 
drops more than two orders of magnitude. 
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0.002 ppm in argon (this is 3.55 X 10'° atoms/cm' and is 
the density of sodium vapor in equiUbrium with a pool 
of liquid sodium at 130°C), a 100 A bandwidth (about 
the 5896 A peak), and a distance traveled by the pho
tons through the absorbing medium of 3.4 cm, the 
attenuation, given by 

lo 

is approximately 50%. This calculation serves to illus
trate the potential sensitivity of the sodium-vapor 
monitor. At the maximum operating temperature of 
the heated zone, 550°C, the equilibrium sodium density 
is about 14,000 ppm (1.22 X 10" atom/cm^). Thus, 
at heated zone operating temperatures the sensitivity 
of the monitor would be expected to be adequate even 
if sodium vapor equilibrium were not attained. The 
dynamic test, described later in this report, demon
strates that the monitor has adequate sensitivity in a 
flowing argon gas system. 

There is a decrease in the monitor efficiency from the 
theoretical value calculated above due to the re-emis
sion of the absorbed photons from the sodium vapor. 
The absorbed sodium light is isotropically re-emitted 
(with a 10 nsec half-life) in a broadened and shifted 
line shape. The monitor is designed to discriminate 
against this re-radiation of sodium light in two differ
ent ways. First, the monitor light source and light sen
sor are designed to produce and detect respectively a 
monodirectional light beam. Second, the monitor filter 
has been chosen to discriminate against the re-emitted 
photons whose line shape is broadened and whose line 
peak is shifted relative to the light source line shape. 

Yttrium oxide windows were chosen because of their 
optical, thermal expansion, and strength properties, 
and their resistance to chemical reaction with sodium. 
Although the windows in the present design have never 
failed, the design incorporates two windows on both 
the lamp-side and the photomultiplier-side of the 
housing. The spaces between the two windows are 
evacuated and monitored for vacuum failure and 
thereby window failure. 

When connected to metal-packed high-temperature 
unions, the entire stainless-steel housing is leak-tight 
over many 20°C -> 550°C -> 20°C cycles. Cartridge 
heaters maintain the housing at any desired uniform 
temperature up to 600°C* while refractory-type insula
tion localizes the heated area to the housing. The outer 
portion of the monitor containing the lamp, lenses, 
photomultiplier tube, and filter is light tight anil so 
designed that the lamp and photomultiplier tube faces 
do not rise above 30°C. 

* It is iMit desirable to have cold spots in the housing or 
upstream piping because of resulting vapor condensation. 

The A-C electronics system is stable and virtually 
noise free. After an initial normalization adjustment to 
achieve 100% transmission and after a zero check ac
complished by turning off the lamp, the monitor will 
operate for more than 100 hr (with continuous thermal 
cycling) with less than 5% drift. There are no moving 
parts, bridge circuits, or reference cells in the design. 
The unit is essentially fail-safe in that the "on" condi
tion is in the normal (no sodium-vapor present) condi
tion. Most lamp and photomultiplier failures (e.g., a 
lamp power supply failure) will cause the transmission 
meter to go down scale. Also, as noted in the descrip
tion of the tests given later in this report, the monitor 
response levels off (saturates) at about 80% attenua
tion (20% transmission). Thus not only are most fail
ures fail-safe but immediately distinguishable from ac
tual indications of sodium-vapor. Adjustable alarm set 
points are incorporated into the readout meter design 
and can be wired to trip interlocks and/or alarm dis
play panels. 

STATIC CALIBR.4TION TESTS 

The purpose of the calibration tests was to deter
mine monitor attenuation as a function of the so
dium-vapor density present in the housing. A small 
bead of sodium was inserted into an evacuated quartz 
tube which was then backfilled with a high-purity 
argon gas to about 8 psia. The tube was then sealed 
and inserted into the monitor housing. With care taken 
to avoid temperature gradients inside the tube, the 
housing was electrically heated and the monitor atten
uation noted us a function of the housing temperature. 
Since the relation between sodium temperature and 
vapor pressure is well known, it was straight-forward 
to determine the calibration curve, i.e., the monitor at
tenuation as a function of sodium vapor density. A 
typical calibration result is shown in Fig. III-36-3. 
The quartz tube internal pressure rises during the test 
to nominally atmospheric pressure, thus mocking-up 
the static environment to which the housing will be 
exposed when used in conjunction with the heated 
zone. Gas flow, of course, was not mocked-up; however 
this should in no way affect the calibration of the 
monitor. 

DYNAMIC TESTS 

Dynamic tests have been performed to determine 
whether or not the monitor would sense the vapor 
evaporating from a small pool of liquid sodium remote 
from the monitor and at temperature comparable to 
the heated zone operating temperature. The test set-up 
was basically that of Fig. III-36-1 with a small sodium 
oven replacing the heated zone. The sodium oven was 
an electrically heated tee-section attached to the argon 
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loop piping. The argon gas flowed through the horizon
tal section of the tee wdiile the vertical section of the 
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F I G . III-36-3. Sodinm-Vapor Monitor Calibration Curve. 
ANL Neg. No. 900-304 Rev. 1. 

F I G . 111-30-4. ,Sodium-Vapor Monitor Dynamic Test. ANL 
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tee was blanked-off and contained a glass ampule con
taining sodium. The oven and the tubing between the 
oven and the monitor were thermally insulated. After 
a high-purity atmosphere was achieved in the argon 
loop (a! 15 ppm oxygen gas and « 1 ppm water-vapor) 
the gas, insulated tubing, and monitor were heated to 
approximately 300°C and a 1 cu ft/min (STP) argon 
gas flowrate was established. The gas pressure in the 
housing was nominally atmospheric. These conditions 
are typical of heated zone operating conditions. After 
the sodium ampule (containing 5 g of sodium) was 
crushed, the sodium oven was turned on, and the liquid 
sodium pool temperature increased. The typical re
sponse of the monitor as a function of pool temperature 
is shown in Fig. III-36-4. This test demonstrates that 
the monitor can sense remote sodium leaks at tempera
tures as low' as 250°C. 

COXCLUSION 

-\ sodium-vapor monitor based upon the atomic ab
sorption of sodium light has been developed. It is ca
pable of detecting as little as 0.03 ppm sodium vapor 
in argon gas (about 2.5 X 1 0 ~ " gm/cm^). The moni
tor has been fully tested and is to be incorporated into 
the instrumentation of the ZPR-6 heated zone experi
ments to detect leaks in the primary sodium contain
ment cans remote from the detector position. 
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i n - 3 7 . Fast Neutron Hodoscope Progress 

A. D E \ 'OLPI 

Work carried out during the past year on the fast 
neutron hodoscope will be described in two sections: 
the first dealing with instrumentation, tests and trans
ients run at TREAT; the second with analysis and 
data output obtained at the Illinois site. Development 
of the hodoscope for the Reactor Analysis and Safety 
(RAS) Division continues to be a responsibility of the 
Applied Physics Division where the project originated. 

-ACTIVITIES AT TREAT 

Two instrumental improvements have been installed 
at TREAT. We have introduced noise suppression and 
automatic deadtime compensation into the steady 
state scanning instruments. Prior to each transient it is 
necessary to "focus" the hodoscope so that the central 
channel coincides with the fuel pin. This also provides 
preliminary information on the signal/background 

file:///NL-7010
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ratio and on some operational features of the hodo
scope. In addition, this procedure is sometimes carried 
out immediately after a transient in order to obtain an 
early indication of pin failure or non-failure in cases 
where other instrumentation is not definitive. 

When the reactor is operating at a low power (50 
kW) steady-state level, there are a large number of 
noise sources (mostly control rod relays) which insert 
millisecond bursts of noise into the counting channels. 
We have found that the most successful method of 
suppression has been to introduce a deadtime of about 
10 msec after each initial count; in this manner, no 
more than one count is caused by a noise event rather 
than a burst of hundreds of counts. Thus out of a few 
thousand counts collected, only a small fraction are of 
spurious origin. 

Such a large deadtime, though, complicates the proc
ess of measuring count rates typically running from 
5-20 cps, which means deadtime losses of 5-20%. Thus 
we have also introduced compensation techniques 
which automatically correct for the deadtime losses. A 
dual-sealer with precision oscillator-timer has been in
stalled, along with a count-rate meter also automati
cally corrected for paralysis. No arithmetical manipu
lations are needed; the displayed rates are accurate 
measures of the true input rate. 

A second series of instrumental improvements is in 
the area of camera utilization. Typical time resolution 
experienced so far in TREAT transients has run from 
1.2 to 7 msec. To accommodate this range, it is neces
sary fo adjust the synchronization between the camera 

shutter and the firing of the lamp array. An improved 
method of synchronization has been installed. 

The new apparatus consists of a neon lamp enclosed 
in a light-tight box, a flexible light guide which can be 
attached to the front lens of the camera, and a photo
multiplier tube. The neon lamp is fired from a pickoff 
point at the lamp array; thus it is triggered by the 
synchronization signals from the camera. The flexible 
light guide carries the light flash to the camera lens, 
which then passes the light through the moving shutter 
to the photomultiplier coupled to the focusing eyepiece. 
The phototube is powered from the previously existing 
linear test panel, and signals generated in the tube are 
amplified at the test panel and forwarded to the test 
rack oscilloscope. Thus the shape and amplitude of the 
signal observable on the oscilloscope (triggered exter
nally by the sync signal) are dependent upon the 
proper timing of the camera shutter with respect to 
lamp flashing. With an adjustable delay circuit, the 
correct synchronization can be conveniently estab
lished. 

A second useful feature of the neon lamp source is to 
provide an occasional test of lens transmission. Pre
vious experience with an optical head of the camera 
led to a slow, nearly imperceptible rate of deteriora
tion in light transmission. By comparing the through-
the-lens transmission with the direct light output of 
the lamp, it is possible to obtain a relative measure of 
optical quality. The flexible light guide accomplishes 
this by having a connection which can be made to 
another compartment of the light box where the photo-

TRANSIENT 1255 
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FIG. n i -37-1 . Meltdown Sequence for Single Bare Pin as Observed by the Fast Neutron Hodoscope at TREAT. ANL Neg. No. 

116-114A. 
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multiplier can be directly attached for the light inten
sity standardization. 

We have also established an extended test procedure 
for the logic system of the hodoscope. This, in associa
tion with a logic troubleshooting chart and diagram, is 
expected to simplify corrective procedures for the very 
complex electronic system with thousands of integrated 
circuits. Essentially all diagnostics can be carried out 
by visually observing improper lamp indication under 
specified test conditions prior to a transient. 

The number of inadvertent system failures resulting 
in non-availability of the hodoscope at transient time 
has been greatly reduced, so that it has been possible 
to have the hodoscope ready for almost every tran
sient. Through the fiscal year 1970 nearly a dozen ex
jieriments have been carried out in conjunction with 
the fast neutron hodoscope. 

ANALYTICAL SIIPPOBT IN ILLINOIS 

Shutdown of the CHLOE scanning apparatus cur
tailed analysis of hodoscope film data. However, a re
placement scanning system, ALICE, is now under con
struction. 

Final results from the first meltdown transient con
ducted with the full-scale hodoscope are shown in Fig. 
III-37-1. This is for a "clean" condition, namely a 
bare pin in a gas-filled transparent capsule. 

Information gleaned from Transient 1255 and from 
two Mark I I sodium loop transients which have not 
been fully analyzed to date provide some interesting 
favorable features of the hodoscope which were not 
previously appreciated. 

First, the signal/background ratio during a transient 
is about two or three times better than indicated by 
the preceding steady-state scan. For example, at the 

peak of the transient 1255 the signal/background 
ratio was about 20/1 rather than 7 /1 . For sodium 
loops about 7/1 instead of 2.5/1 appears to be the case. 
This bonus arises because of the residual gamma ray 
sensitivity of the hodoscope. During steady-state reac
tor conditions, the hodoscope measures equilibrium de
layed gamma rays as well as prompt gamma rays. But 
during a transient, the delayed gammas are stored up 
and not issued for about a second. 

There is a second bonus related to the same phenom
enon. The hodoscope was originally designed to have 
adequate sensitivity when the power level of the tran
sient dropped to 10% of the peak. However, w-e have 
found even after full scramming of the reactor that 
delayed gammas (and neutrons) provided adequate 
signal intensity to observe the fuel condition for as 
much as a second or two. This feature greatly extends 
the utiUty of the hodoscope in terms of post-transient 
effects. 

At one time it had been feared that the hodoscope 
instrumentation suffered from a non-linear transient-
response condition. Subsequent tests have not sup
ported this concern; instead we have found that some 
transients which exceed the original design limitation 
of the hodoscope (5000 MW) have apparently caused 
an overfiow condition in the scalers. We are attempting 
to correct data where this has occurred. In the mean
time some temporary limitations on efficiency have 
been established for transients which exceed several 
thousand megawatts peak power. 

In addition to preparing for introduction of the new 
scanning system ALICE, efforts are underway to de
velop a display and analysis station which wdll provide 
a moving rendition of the transient data and which 
will allow expedited data adjustment. 



Section IV 

Reactor Computation Methods and Theory 

To a large degree, the quality of reactor design and performance depends upon 
the quality of the conceptual models and their portrayal in accurate mathematical 
representation, and upon the quality and efficiency of computational methods. A 
priori, the continuous development and refinement of theory and computational 
methods leads to the design of more dependable, safer, and better performing reac
tors. I t is with this intent that the studies described in this section were undertaken. 





I V - 1 . MC' Capabil ity i n the Argonne Reactor C o m p u t a t i o n (ARC) S y s t e m 

C. G. STENBERG and H. HENRY,SON, II 

ilultigroup calculations in the ARC system make use 
of the four modules CSIOOl (Epithermal Cross Section 
Specifications), CSCOOl (Resonance Cross Sections), 
CSC002 (Non-Resonant Cross Sections and Funda
mental Mode Spectrum), and CSC003 (Broad Group 
Cross Sections and Fundamental Mode Spectrum). 
These modules represent revised versions of the coding 
which previously provided the MC- computational 
capabihty in the ARC system.* The multigroup capa-
bihty is based on the MC^ algorithms-, and modifica
tions have been made wdth the intention of providing 
greater flexibihty and accuracy in certain areas with a 
minimal increase in computing time. 

The most significant change in capability has resulted 
by variably dimensioning the four modules. As in most 
of the ARC sy.stem computational modules, the dy
namic allocation routine B P 0 I N T E R " ' was used in 
providing this capability. Prior to modifying the code, 
users were fimited to 20 materials, 4 isotopes per mate
rial, 70 broad energy groups, 70 fine energy groups, 2100 
ultrafine groups and 2000 resolved resonances. Witli the 
variably dimensioned modules, finite computer core 
size is the only real limitation. Since B P 0 I X T E R makes 
use of large core storage (IBM 2361) as a logical exten
sion of the fast core, variably dimensioiung the modules 
has in effect tripled the core available for running prob
lems on Argonnc's IBM 360/75. Using the present 
capability problems have been run using 350 fine groups 
and collapsing to 130 broad groups. Extensive testing of 
the new capability has been performed to ensure its 
rehability and to compare execution times with the 
earlier fixed dimension capability. 

Timing considerations for the fixed and the variably 
dimensioned modules are given in Table IV-1-I. The 
time in seconds is listed for each area in the module. The 
total time listed for each module includes the time for 
each area in the module plus any overhead, e.g., sub
routine linkage time, printout time, etc. The number in 
parentheses is the percentage of the problem run-time 
spent in the module. The sum of the time .spent in each 
of the four modules equals the total charge time for the 
calculation, i.e., central processing time plus wait time. 
The times listed are for a calculation using three differ
ent options; (i) an all-fine group P, fundamental mode 
problem, (ii) an ultra fine group P, problem, and (iii) an 
ultra fine group consistent P , problem. All three prob
lems contained eighteen materials, 27 broad energy 

groups, and an energy range from 10 MeV to 22.6 eV. 
The fine group problem consisted of 52 fine groups, the 
ultra fine problems of 1560 ultra fine groups. For the ul
tra fine group calculation eight materials were treated as 
Legendre materials. 

Execution of the ARC system standard path STP005 
which invokes the modules CSIOOl, CSCOOl, CSC002 
and CSC003 has been considerably simplified by WTiting 
a catalogued procedure which has been added to the 
procedure library of the Applied Mathematics Division, 
ANL. Consequently it is possible to invoke the MC^ 
capability in the same manner as all other ARC system 
standard paths.* 

In addition to variably dimensioning the four i l C -
modules in tbe ARC system, a number of minor changes 
have been made in the computational algorithms. Some 
of these changes, (ii) and (iii) below, were made to 
permit MC to use the version 2 data ot E N D F / B . The 
other changes were felt to be necessary to remove 
various inconsistencies and/or provide greater accu
racy. The changes are summarized below. 

(i) The subroutine QUICKW'" which calculates the 
complex function W{z) for use in obtaining the Doppler 
broadened line shapes, was not sufficiently accm'ate for 
obtaining the Pu-239 Doppler effect. The area in ques
tion was for 12.0 < | 2 | < 100. In this range QUICKW 
used the first term of the continued fraction expression 
for IF(z).<" The new version makes use of a two-term 
fraction in the range of interest: 

W(Z) 
Vx 

2z^ 

12 < \z\ < 100. 

(ii) In the unresolved resonance calculation, level 
spacings and all widths are permitted to be energy de
pendent. Previously, the code would accept only energy-
dependent fis.sion and neutron widths. 

(iii) Unresolved parameters for d-wave scattering are 
permitted. The rf-wave penetration factor' is calculated 
as 

V, 
R 

9 -I- 3/i' -h n<' X 

where R is the nuclear radius and A is the reduced wave
length. 
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TABLE IV-1-I 

Module 

Input (CSIOOl) 

Calculate unresolved and re
solved resonance cross sections 
(CSCOOl) 

• 

Calculate non-resonant cross 
sections, calculate fundamen
tal mode fluxes, and iterate on 
l)uckling to critical (CSC002) 

TIMING CONSIDERATIONS FOR THE F IXED AND VARIABLY 1) 

Area 

Read input, adjust broad group structure, and make con
sistency check of all input data 

Total time in modules CSIOOl 

Reading unresolved and resolved data and \V table from 
ENDF/B library 

Subroutine finds the maximum number of isotopes for the 
materials in problem, maximum number of energy points 
in unresolved calculation for materials in problem and 
maximum number of resolved resonances in problem 

Unresolved calculation 
Resolved calculation^ 
Total time in module CSCOOl 

Subroutine finds the maximum number of energy-.sigma pairs 
for use in F I G E R 0 

(Subroutine FIGRRP) calculates fine-group eifective cross 
sections for non-resonant quantities 

Subroutine finds the maximum number of energy-sigma pairs 
for any energy and for any material in INSCAT 

(Subroutine INSCAT) calculates inelastic and N^,2N' cross 
sections 

(Subroutine SOURCE) calculates fine and ultrafine-group 
fission spectrum 

Input /output operations 
Buffer Legendre data from ENDF/B library 
Calculation in subroutine ALRAC!^'' for 1st iteration 
Calculation in subroutine P(3NK for 1st iteration 
Time spent in subroutine ALRAG0* for 2nd through 4th 

iterations 
Time spent in suliroutine P 0 N E for 2rid through 4th itera

tions 
Total time in module CSC002 

IMENSIONED M C ^ C.VPABICITV I.N T 

P I Fine-Group Problem 

Fixed 
Dimsn 
MC^ 

Capbl 

2 

2 « 1 % ) 

10 

80 
631 
721 
(87%) 

44 

— 
12 

< 1 

3 

— 
— 
— 
— 
— 

00(7%) 

Vilrbl 
Dimsn 
M C 

Capbl 

3 

3 « 1 % ) 

13 

2 

92 
714 
820 
(84%) 

6 

44 

12 

11 

< 1 

4 

— 
— 
— 
— 
— 

78(8%) 

Time in 

UK AliC .SYSTI'^M 

Area, sec 

Pi Ultraiine-Group 
Problem 

Fixed 
Dimsn 
M C 

Capbl 

2 

2 « 1 % ) 

10 

80 
708 
798 
(47%) 

49 

— 
12 

3 

15 
69 

510 
2 

24 

6 

699 
(41%) 

Varbl 
Dimsn 
M C 

Capbl 

3 

3 « 1 % ) 

12 

2 

94 
800 
908 
(61%) 

0 

48 

12 

11 

3 

19 
64 

125 
2 

30 

r, 

320 
(22%) 

Consistent Pi Ultrafine-
Group Problem 

Fixed 
Dimsn 
M C 

Capbl 

2 

2 « 1 % ) 

10 

80 
708 
798 
(44%) 

_ 

49 

— 
12 

3 

15 
69 

586 
2 

37 

0 

779 
(43%) 

Varbl 
Dimsn 
M C 

Capbl 

3 

3 « 1 % ) 

12 

2 

94 
800 
908 
(56%) 

6 

48 

12 

12 

3 

10 
03 

201 
2 

50 

6 

419 
(26%) 

S3 



Calculate broad group average 
macroscopic and microscopic 
cross sections, calculate broad 
group fundamental mode 
fluxes (CSC003) 

(Subroutine AVER) collapse the ultrafine- and fine-group 
cross sections 

(Subroutine AVERl) compute" individual material micro
scopic cross sections 

(Subroutine BGP0NE) generate homogenized macroscopic 
broad-group cross sections 

Variable dimension, input /output 
Total time in module CSC003 

Total running time for problems, sec 

< 1 

42 

< 1 

44(5%) 

827 

1 

04 

2 

2 
69(7%) 

970 

11 

188 

1 

200 

(11%) 

1099 

13 

222 

2 

4 
241 
(16%) 

1478 

19 

201 

1 

221 
(12%) 

1800 

24 

240 

2 

4 
270 
(17%) 

1600 

• A lunger nmning time was required for the variably dimensioned capability in this area. This is because the variables are passed through the subroutnie argument 
list as opposed to the fixed dimensioned subroutine where these quantities are passed through C(DMM0N blocks. For a variably dimensioned subroutine, the compiler 
does not optimize as effectively as with a fixed dimensioned subroutine. The effect of the less efficient compilation occurring in loops which are repeated a large number 
of times results in a longer run-time. j - , A , 

" The data sets, which are being written, containing the microscopic elastic transfer cross sections for each Legendre material were changed Irom direct access data 
sets in the fixed dimensioned capability to sequential data sets in the variably dimensioned capability. Also for the variably dimensioned capability the bufler areas were 
made large so as to increase the eificiency of data transfer. 
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TABLE IV-l-II . V.vLUKs OF a-, USED FOR INTEGRATION OP 
N E I T R O N - W I D T H AND FISSION-WIDTH DISTRIBUTIONS 

Index, 
I 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
0 
7 
8 
9 

10 

Degrees of Freedom, n 

1 

5.252368K-3 
3.7172.39E-2 
1.031280E-1 
2.078431E-1 
3.598629E-1 
5.743027E-1 
8.793660E-1 
1.334857 
2.105354 
4.392802 

2 

5.175533E-2 
1.6.30945E-1 
2.884221 E-1 
4.317743E-1 
5.992178E-1 
8.006730E-1 
1.053244 
1.393041 
1.916293 
3..302585 

3 

1.129252E-1 
2.656011E-1 
4.043878E-1 
5.477280E-1 
7.040519E-1 
8.824531E-1 
1.090850 
1.374390 
1.780401 
2.825206 

4 

1.691407E-1 
3.407788E-1 
4.805702E-1 
6.1782S8E-1 
7.023804E-1 
9.229037E-1 
1.111400 
1.350300 
1.097540 
2.547115 

(ivj The J-integrals in the unresolved resonance 
calcuhition are evaluated using a method suggested by 
Nicholson and Grasseschi. The infinite interval is 
broken into two finite intervals plus a remainder term. 
In particular the code assumes 

° Mxj) 
IS + yl'(x,0' 

•dx 
Mx,^) -dx 

+ 

+ *(x,i) 
f " 'P(Ux,() 

•1^/11)1 Jf/200/3 + <l'{l/x,i) 

where 
^(x,^) is the Doppler broadened shape function' 

dx + R, 

R 1 
— tan ' 

Vffd + /3) l^ 

[KS -F 1)(1 - f)//3cl' 

Max ^5 rCl -I- 0.89 J(f \H^ 
c = 0.15. 

The two integrals are evaluated using an eight-point 
Gaussian integration. If /3 > 50, J is calculated using 
the asymptotic formula 

J(W 
2ff 

[l-l^(0,V2i)]. 
(v) The integrations over the chi-squared distribu

tions required in the unresolved resonance calculation 
have been modified to use a ten point integration over 
the fission width distribution as well as the neutron 
width distribution for the four degrees of freedom. The 
code assumes^ 

f{x)PJx),lx = ^T,f(x,) 
ly) i = i 

P„ = chi-squared distribution of order n, 

a:,+i = 10 / x Pn(x) dx , 

and the Â  — 1 points z, are given by 

/ P„{x) dx = 310, Zo = 0, Zio = 00. 

Values of .r j for the four degrees of freedom n = 1, 2, 3,4 
are given in Table IV-l-II. Tliese values differ sHghtly 
from those reported in Ref. 2 as the latter were cal
culated numerically whereas those reported in Table 
IV-l-II are based on analytical integrations of the 
defining equations. 

(vi) Tlie elastic self-scattering cross section for the 
thermal broad energy group, Ccijw,, has been modified 
from a value of zero to the value 

"1, a.,,. . 

where 

If the user does not input thermal group transport, cap
ture, fission, (n,a) and {n,p) cross sections, the values 
assigned to the thermal group are the same as those 
calculated for the lowest energy epi-thermal broad 
group. 

(vii) In problems run with the consistent Pi or con
sistent Bi option, the anisotropic self scattering cross 
section, tra,,,-,.,, for materials not given a Legendre elastic 
scattering treatment has been modified from a value of 
zero to the value corresponding to the transport cor
rected elastic self scattering cross section. This correc
tion was required to ensure the proper total cross sec
tion for anisotropic neutronics calculations. 

The four variably dimensioned modules representing 
the MC* capability in the ARC .system with the algo
rithm changes noted above have been incorporated into 
a stand-alone overlayed code, and this code package is 
available for distribution. The code was developed for 
the de facto Computer Code Coordination Committee. 
The Committee desired a stand-alone MC* code capa
bility written in standard FORTRAN IV which 
executes in 45if (K = 1000) 64 bit words and produces 
the standard interface data set, MULTIGRP, which 
contains the microscopic group cross sections. The ARC 
system modules SNIFF" ' and BP0INTER' ' ' have 
been modified so that they could be integrated into this 
stand-alone MC* code package. Both of these modules 
tal;en out of the ARC system environment and modified 
in this way have lost some of their flexibility and use
fulness. 

REFERENCES 
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lV-2 . P lans for the New M C Code, M e - 2 

B. .1. TOPPEL 

Multigroup cross sections are currently being rou
tinely generated through the use of the MC^ 
algorithms' in the Argonne Reactor Computation 
(ARC) system,^ with the primary data base being the 
ENDF/B. <" 

The MC- algorithms in the ARC system are encom
passed in the standard path module STP005 and the 
computational modules CSIOOl (Epithermal Cross-
section Specifications), CSCOOl (Resonance Cross-sec
tions), CSC002 (Nonresonant Cross Sections and Fun
damental-Mode Spectrum), and CSC0O3 (Broad 
Group Cross Sections and Fundamental-mode Spec
trum). These modules provide the same basic algo
rithms originally developed in the CDC-3600 code 
MC- with, however, added problem size capacity, de
creased running time afforded by the IBM 360 50/75, 
and greatly increased flexibility due to variable dimen
sioning and due to the modular approach used in the 
ARC system (see Paper IV-1). 

Although use of the JMC- algorithms has generally 
met with ajiproval both at ANL and at various otlier 
Liquid Metal Fast Breeder Reactor (LMFBR) con
tractor laboratories, a number of recognized limita
tions and inconsistencies in the code have made clear 
the need for an improved cross section preparation 
capability which can serve as a standard for the indus
try. 

The arrangement of the data stored in the E N D F / 
B, although convenient and logical for that compila
tion, is not appropriate for use as a library in a proc
essing code such as MC-. In particular, the E N D F / B 
data are stored such that all information is given for 
each material (resonance parameters, tabulated data, 
Legendre coefficients for clastic scattering, inelastic 
scattering data, etc.) followed sequentially by all such 
data for the next material, etc. The use of MC= re

quires that all data of a given type, such as inelastic 
scattering data or resonance parameters, be given for 
all materials, followed by a different type ot data, 
again for all of the materials. This latter arrangement 
follows from the structure of MC^ which is logically 
arranged into sections each concerned with a particular 
type of cross section. 

Because of the different format requirements of the 
E N D F / B and the MC- algorithms, processing codes'*' = 
are required to convert the structure of tlie data. The 
use of these codes is quite time consuming and they are 
not well suited for incorporating frequent modifica
tions to the library data. Although these limitations 
have not so far caused significant problems, it is clear 
that a more flAible processing package would be desir
able to facilitate future experimentation with the basic 
data as well as to expedite routine library prepara
tions. 

In addition to improving the problem of data man
agement, it would be desirable also to incorporate var
ious algorithmic modifications to improve the rigor of 
the calculation and to ex-tend the current capability 
into areas not now encompassed, such as shielding ap
plications and the special needs of the critical experi
ments program. 

A major and persistent objection to MC-, particu
larly by the outside contractors, has been with regard 
to the long running time of the code. Some improve
ment should be realizable by selectively applying im
proved programming techniques. However, reduced 
running time may not be consistent with improved 
rigor and extension of the algorithms for a new code. 

The broadness of the scope of a major new cross 
section generating capability along with its widespread 
interest and importance to the LMFBR community 
require that such an undertaking have the advantage 

file:///NL-7610
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of recommendations from, and consultations with, an 
extensive group of prospective users having diverse in
terests and ranges of expertise. At the same time, the 
timely accomplishment of such an undertaking de
mands that a relatively small and knowledgeable group 
have the primary responsibility for decision making 
and coordination. 

A project was formally initiated at the beginning of 
1970 aimed at accomplishing the task of providing a 
generally acceptable and improved multigroup cross 
section capability for use by the LMFBR community. 
Development of such a capability would make use of 
the IBM System 360 models 50/75 computers at ANL, 
would anticipate acquisition of increased computer ca
pability by the Laboratory, and would conform to 
the conventions of the ARC system. General standards 
of good programming practices and code documenta
tion would be adhered to and the needs of the LMFBR 
community with regard to standardized coding inter
faces would be provided for. I t has been assumed that 
approximately one calendar year will be devoted to 
this activity. 

The planning, decisions, and coordination of the ef
fort are performed by a Steering Committee made up 
of Applied Physics (AP) Division staff personnel. The 
project director acts as Chairman of the Steering Com
mittee. 

One of the initial actions by the Committee was the 
active solicitation of recommendations for various al
gorithms to be included in the coding. These solicita
tions were directed to LMFBR contractor Laborato
ries, other interested outside organizations, and to 
eight ad hoc Algorithm Advisory Subcommittees com
posed of AP staff personnel having an interest in the 
particular algorithm in question. 

The eight Subcommittees were convened to prepare 
written recommendations in the following areas: 

i) Resolved and unresolved resonance algorithms 
ii) E N D F / B data management 
iii) Continuous slowing down algorithms 
iv) Legendre coefficient elastic scattering algo

rithms 
v) Inelastic scattering algorithms 

vi) Higher order transport algorithms 
vii) Heterogeneity algorithms 

viii) Broad group collapsing algorithms. 
The Subcommittees have no specific implementation 
responsibility and fulfilled their initial obligation upon 
submission to the Committee of their memorandums of 
recommendations. 

The programming, debugging, and documentation of 
the new code is the responsibility of the Implementa
tion Group, also consisting of AP staff personnel. 

The overall program can be viewed as proceeding 

through five sequential phases: scheduling and organi
zation, initial algorithm specification, algorithm cod
ing, algorithm verification, and documentation. Algo
rithm coding is now under way. 

The current planning, which resulted from consider
ation of the recommendations received, both from out
side laboratories and from our Advisory Subcommit
tees, calls for the preparation of a code which in no 
sense is to compromise rigor. The fast reactor commu
nity has expressed the desire to have the new code 
provide a standard which as far as possible does not 
contain limiting approximations. In addition it is de
sired that a wide range of applications are also accom
modated by the new code, including critical experi
ments analysis, core calculations, and shielding appli
cations. 

The implementation now underway will have the 
following features: 

1. A multigroup treatment will be used down to the 
resolved resonance region utilizing an extended trans
port approximation and optionally using Pi, Bi, con
sistent P l , or consistent Bi approximations. Reconsti
tuting the <t>2 ,<t>3 • • • etc. for use in producing < = 2, 3, 
• • • broad group scattering matrices is also provided 
(see Paper IV-5). The elastic scattering matrices will 
be generated using an improved algorithm as compared 
with MC^ in that the variation across the source group 
will be explicitly accounted for. In addition, a heavy 
mass approximation is expected to improve calcula
tional time (see Paper IV-8). Inelastic and (?i,2») 
scattering are to be included at an ultrafine group level 
(see Paper IV-4). The present fine group-ultra fine 
group concept will be dropped in favor of everything 
being evaluated for ultra fine groups. 

2. In the resolved resonance energy region, the code 
will go over to a continuous slowing down (CSD) ap
proach for the spectrum calculation (see Paper IV-10). 
Although source terms are not relevant in this energy 
region, the coding will permit sources in anticipation of 
later utilizing the CSD approach over all energies. The 
influence of resolved resonances will be superimposed 
on the CSD spectrum using an integral-attenuation 
factor treatment (see Papers IV-6 and IV-11). For the 
case of heterogeneous plate configurations, the inte
gral-attenuation factor formalism will be applied for 
each unique self-shielded material, (see Paper IV-3) 
and heterogeneous cross sections will be developed for 
spatial weighting as the last step in the cross section 
preparation (see Paper IV-7). 

3. I t is planned to provide for a RABBLE ' " capa
bility in regard to treatment of heterogeneity and in 
those cases when a narrow resonance approximation is 
inadequate. 
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4. A capability for accommodating private modifi
cations to the E N D F / B data will be provided. 
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IV-3. Heterogeneous Formula t ion of the Resolved R e s o n a n c e 
Broad-Group React ion Cross Sec t ion 

W. M. ST.ICEY, .IR. and B. A. ZOLOTAR 

In the improved fundamental-mode spectrum code 
MC'-2 it has been recommended 

1. That continuous slowing-down theory be used in 
the resolved resonance range (see Paper No. 
IV-10). 

2. That J functions, corrected for overlap (./*), be 
used in the resolved resonance range (see Paper 
No. IV-11). 

3. That, for the heterogeneous case, equivalence 
theory be used to find plate cross sections and the 
broad-group weighting be based on the normal 
homogeneous case (see Paper No. IV-7). 

The purpose of this work was to combine these recom
mendations and show the form which the resolved 
resonance group reaction cross section should take. 

Under the assumption that the source in each plate 
is the same in the heterogeneous and homogeneous 
cases, we can approximate the flux in a plate: 

* p i ( « ) 
,.(«)Q.S»(«) 

M( u){i:,l,{u) +Jl,^„iNi'a\r'(u)'^ (1) 

where 
*j.i(M) 

qa,(u) 

the heterogeneous flux in each plate 
the "asymptotic" t slowing-down density 
for the homogenized problem 

jjiVi = the number density of isotope i in the plate 
M{u) is defined in terms of the non-narrow reso

nance scattering and absorption properties 
of the homogenized mixture 

SJ(M) = the total nonresonance cross section for the 
homogenized system. 

2*i(!i) = the effective heterogeneous, nonresonance 

t In the absence of narrow resonance 

cross section in the plate as found from 
equivalence theory 

the homogeneous resonance attenuation 
down to resonance r, or 

Qr n IJ (1 - E viA 

where 

(2) 

(3) pir = (Vlr/Er)J*{S'r,e\)[l.„{u^/M{u,)\ 

for each resonance r, isotope i, and reaction x (fission or 
capture). The ^eciflcation that the broad-group weight
ing be based on the normal homogeneous case requires 
the use of the J'* corresponding to the homogeneous case 
for computing Qr. Tlien 

/3' = Mu,)/Nial, (4) 

ei = Ti/VilcTE,/Mi, (5) 

where 
A''; = the homogenized number density of isotope i. 

k = Boltzmann constant 
T = temperature 
E = energy 
M = nuclear mass. 
A heterogeneous, broad-group-averaged,}: micro

scopic cross section of isotope i, for reaction x, in plate 
pl, is defined by 

(picrl) 

I du ai(u)ct>pi(u) 
Isa 

/ 
(6) 

du (t>pi(u) 

t The symbol BG is used to denote the lethargy interval 
corresponding to a broad group. 
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I'sing Eq. (1), Eq. (6) becomesf 

(-\r) E qJu,)Q,„p-,r 
(pia,)Bo = 7 -, (•!) 

f s'fî ) q(u) , _ Y T T i.-'-^r'^Q'' r;- . ^'' 
ha S*,(„) M{u) " " t ^ 9 r^sa S*,(«,') ' r ; ' , . ' + T}'y 

-•plPr',r' 

and 

where 

q(u) = qju) n n (1 - E /<;..) _ w 
U r < " 

pipi.r = {Ti.,/E,)J''{,d,ei)l^''{u,)/M{u,)\, (9) 

pd = S*,/p,Vi,7;. . (10) 

A homogeneous, broad-group-averaged, microscopic cross section for isotope i, for reaction x, is defined by 

ITf E qaAUr)QrPl.T 

{<T^)BO = ; p n i l 

/ ' , ^dU - 2^ 2^ 2^ 2 ^ _ _ _ . ; , ^ / ^ , 
J B O M ( U ) Z' i' T'^BO 'ZniUr') V\ T' + r } r ' 

t Note that 2*pi may be defined differently for each resonance isotope in a plate, which means that the effective fluxes may 
differ. 

IV-4. Inelastic Matrices in Mult igroup Calculat ions 

M. SEGEV 

The evaluation of the in-scattering grouj) source in the present version of the AIC" code^ suffers from several de
fects. For example, the («,2n) reaction is treated as if a single neutron temperature describes the evaporation of 
the two emerging neutrons; another example is the neglect of energy-angle correlation in inelastic scattering to single 
levels; and still another example is the assumption that an in-scattering inelastic source to a fine group is divided 
up among the ultrafine groups in proportion to the energy widths of the latter. 

The purpose of this .study is to provide a simple, yet reasonably accurate, basi.s for an algorithm for the evaluation 
of the inelastic transfer matrix. In particular, the above-mentioned defects, as well as other defects, are eliminated. 

Let A- and j denote groups, and let .r denote a certain mode of scattering. Sj , the scattering .source into grovip j , 
breaks up into partial .sources, 

«. = z[2:(A'''ir'] (1) 

On the lowest level of the multigroup calculation the group cross sections and the group fluxes are constants. There
fore, the partial source (AS)i""' is given by 

(AS)'.-" = 4>,:S..J\(k^j), (2) 

where 0i and Si.t are, respectively, the flux and the x-mode scattering cross seclion in group fc. P,(k —•;'), the x-
mode group-to-group scattering probability, is 

P.(.k'^j) („ \ , ) f dE' I dE PAE',E), 
X^Jk — J-'k+l/ •'group k •'group j 

where Ek and Ek+\ are, re.spectively, the high and low limits of group k, and where P^{E\E) is the probability that 
a neutron will emerge from the scattering with energy E, if it approaches the target with energy E' and is scattered 
by mode x. 
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In order to evaluate PJk —• j), then, the elementary laws P^{E',E) need be established, as weU as the actual 
integration limits, briefly denoted above by "group fc" and "group j " . 

Given any group fc, the inelastic source element (A.S)'^' can be divided as follows: 

(A.S')^:' = cf, [ E S»..Px(fc ^ j ) -I- Xi„.J'Uk -^f) -{- ^,„.J'u(k ^ J ) 1 . (4) 

The lireakup is based ou the compound-nucleus piclure of inelastic scattering, as well as on practical considera
tions. The collision between a neutron and a nucleus {.A ) creates the compound nucleus (A -\- n). Sx.t is the group-
averaged cross .section for the decay of {.i -|- n) to the Mh level of the residual (A); the probabiUties I\(k —>j) 
are determined from the threshold energy E\ in the next section. The quantities 2A,t , E\ , and Ai(X = 1,2, • • • , At ; 
El < El < • • • < £ A I ) are assumed to be data, or obtainable from data, in E X D F / B files. Si„,t is the cross section 
for the decay of (A -t- n) to the levels X > A* of (A); Pin(fc —>i) is a group transfer probability for this decay. 
It is tissumed that a further deca.v of {A) is by emission of a secondary neutron,' if neutron emission is energetically 
possible. 22„,t is the cross section for the emission of the second neutron; Pi„{k —> j) is a group transfer probability 
for this emission. The quantities 2i„,t, S2n.4, Pi"(^' ~~* ,i)i and P2„(fc —>i) are determined in the last section of this 
paper. 

INELASTIC SCATTERING TO SINGLE LEVELS 

The PRISM routine, by O'Reilly and Lewis,' accounts for energy-angle correlation in .singledevel scattering in the 
evaluation of group inelastic matrices. However, the report presents a complex piece of logic. The complexity is the 
result of two factors: one, an unfortunate choice of variables with which to work; two, an unnecessary pursuit of 
completeness. 

The following is a simple, yet fairly accurate, account of energy-angle correlation in single-level scattering and 
in the ensuing group inelastic matrices. 

A neutron approaches a target of mass number A with the laboratory energy E and is scattered into the laboratory 
energy J? and by the center-of-mass angle cos"' ji. The scattering is an excitation of an inelastic level and the — Q value 
of the reaction is Qx in the laboratory coordinates. Energy conservation and momentum conservation yield (for 
example, see Ref. 4) 

.4-
(1 +A)^ ^' - r ^ -̂^ + r f i ' '^ 'l/i - ^ (« /̂̂ ') • (5) 

Define 

£x - ^ - ^ Q. (6) 

r s V l - (E^/E') (7) 

p ^ (1 + A)'E/E,.. (8) 

Then Eq. (5) takes the following form: 

1 — T^ 

The single-valuedness and the monotonic property of Eq. (5) (as well as other properties) need be explored before 
it is applied to the evaluation of group transfer probabilities. Instead, Eq. (9) is easier to examine and the results 
will apply to Eq. (5), because T(E') and p(E) are monotonically increasing functions. The term "energy-angle cor
relation" will refer to Eq. (9) [rather than to Ecp (5)] which describes the "scattering" r ^ p (rather than the 
scattering E' ^' E). 

Ei., Eq. (6), is the threshold energy for the scattering, as evident from Eq. (7) and the appearance of the first 
power of T in Eq. (9) . On the r-scale the threshold is at r = 0, and T —> 1 as B -* =o . 

Monotonic properies of P{T,P) can be obtained by partial differentiation of Eq. (9). The results are summarized 
visually in Fig. IV-4-1. In particular, P ( T ) for a given negative p goes through a minimum; therefore, in solving 
F.q. (9) for r, the solution branches: 

r""(p,p)] A 
lu, \ =-r^rr^^A- 1^ ± VP'+ (P - I'Hl + P/A')\. (10) 

r ' '(P,/K)J ^ -t- P 
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CUTOFF 
THRESHOLD ^ = * | 

0 ^ = -1 

F I G . I V - 4 - 1 . Energy-Angle Correlation in Inelastic Scattering. ANL Neg. No. 116-457. 

The ranges of applicability of r'"' and r'" are, respectively, fo the right and to the left of the "fine of minima" 
in Fig. IV-4-1. 

The logic of group transfer evaluation may become complex because of the branching of T(P,P). However, the 
complexity can be circumvented with little cost in accuracy. Define a cutoff threshold T\ , 

A' 
fix ( U ) 

(see Fig. IV-4-1) and assume that no scattering occurs below the cutoff threshold. Except for very light elements, 
the range [E),,T\] is very small and the excitation cro.ss .section in a very small range above E\ is practically negUgible; 
therefore, the assumption wiW introduce virtually no error in the calculation. Also, the exclusion of very light ele
ments sets no real Umitation on most fast-reactor computations. On the r-scale, T\ corresponds to r = l/A (see 
Fig. IV-4-1). The simphfication in the ensuing logic is now the result of the fact that, for any given prescattering 
*'energy" T above 1/^4, the neutrons emerge ordy \\ith "energies" p to the right of the "hue of minima", thus ren
dering T{pj(i) = T '" ' (P , / I ) . a .single-valued monotonic inversion of Eq. (9). 

Given a prescattering energ> E', P\{E',E) 7̂  0 if the energies E are within the region [EL.\{E'), EH.\(E' )] which 
is denoted by the "downrange of E''\ EL.\{E') and EH.\{E') are found from Eqs. (7) through (9), and from the 
monotonic character of pin) for a given T: 

EH,X{E')] 

E,,X(E')\ ( ' 
• . A V I - E>./E 

1 +A • ) • -
(12) 

Given a po.st-scattering energy E, P\{E',E) ?̂  0 if the energies E' are within the region [E'r.,\{E), E'H.\(E)], which 
is denoted by the "uprange of £"'. Since T " " ( H ) , for a given p, is monotonic, the easiest way to find E'r.>.(E) and 
E'I,.}.{E) is by a direct inversion of Eq. (12). Overridden by the cutoff threshold, the result is 

E'n.{E) = 

E',.^{E) 

('-v''-i-^iy. 
\ 

max 

1 - A / ^ 

(-V^-l-i^S E,T^ 

(13) 

If PI,{E',E) 7^ 0, then it can be related to I\(E',p), the angular distribution at E', through Eq. (5) : 

file:////ith


Px(E\E) 

4- Segev 

(A + If 1 

2 ^ V l - (E^/E') 

P\(k-*j), defined in Eq. (3) , c;in be spht up as follows: 

Px(B',( 

n ( f c - > i ) (,,. \ ) r . dE'P,{E',j 
\lit — A t + l / J K I + I 

where 

7'x(£',i) = I . ' r(A' A(£',/?) 
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(14) 

(15) 

(16) 

is the probability of scattering from energy E' into group j . 
The first step is the determination of the range [Ef+i, E*]. If no part of group j is within the downrange of E', 

then Pt,(E ,j) = 0. Otherwise there are four possibiUties, to be referred to as the four categories: 

Category 1: £'z.,x(£') < Ej+i < E, < En.x{E') 

Category 2: Ej+i < Ec.i(E') < Ej < E„.->.(E') (17) 

Category 3: £'i,x(£'') < Ej+i < E„.>,{E') < Ej 

Category 4:/i',+1 < E^E') < E„.x(E') < Ej. 

The integration range [i^+i, Ej] is, accordingly. 

[/?;+!, E*] 

\[Ej+i, E,] for Category ll 
I [£i,x(£''), Ej] for Category 21 
[Ei+i, E„.x{E')] for Category 31 

\IEL.,,{E'), £„.»(£')] for Category 4] 

(18) 

The second step is the determination of the range [Et-n , Et]. For each category one is looking for the broadest 
group of energies E consistent with the inequalities in Eq. (17) which define the category. Here the monotonic 
nature of the functions involved is a helpful feature because E' decreases or increases as either EL,\{E') or EH.\(E') 
respectively decrea.ses or increases. The range ]Ek+i, Flk] is then the broadest group of E' consistent with the cate
gory, except that Ek+\ or Et will override the limits of this group if they Sxtend, respectively, below Ei,^.i or above 
£ i . The net result is as follows: 

[Ek^\ , Ek] = 
Category 1: jmax[£'.+i , A'l.x(A',)], mm]Eu, B ; , X ( £ , + I ) ] 1 
Category 2: |niax(£,.+i, E*), min[£ , , E'„.x{Ei)]] 

where 

where 

E* if E, 
\EL.X(E,) 

\EH.i(Ej+i) 

Category 3: |max[£',+i, A'l,x(£',+i)], mm(E,, E*)\ 

,x[£'i.x(i!j)] j ^ ' ^ 

E' ^ if E„,-AE„,x{Ej+{)] < £"1 |£ 'H ,X(£ ,+I ) 
\Elx(Ei) "^ ^u.si^n.si,^,^in > g . J 

Category 4: jmax[£'<.+i, E'H.\(EJ+I)], min [Et, £'l.x(£',)]|. 

(19) 

If, for any category, the group of contributing E' is an empty group, then Eq. (19) mil yield Et < Et+i. Such 
an inequality is, therefore, an indication that there is no contribution to the particular P\{k —>./) coming from the 
particular category. 

The integration in Eq. (IG) can be performed numerically if Eq. (14) is substituted for Px(E',/?) smAM I\(E', p) 
is expanded in Legendre polynomials. In practice it means that a hbrary of Legendre coefficients is available for every 
inelastic level. But this is not the case. Also, such a library is not foreseen in the near future, one reason being per
haps that there is little anisotropy in inelastic scattering. This reason suggests that the evaluation ot the integrals in 
Eqs. (15) and (16) be .simplified by the as.sumption of isotropy, namely, Px{E',p) = J-.j. The integration in Eqs. 
(15) and (16) can then be performed analytically. The results may be summarized by the following set of formulas: 
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r, - V l - E,/Er 

where E* is from Category i 
(20) 

lAr) ^ In i ± ^ (21) 
1 — T 

Sp(r) _ / ( l + A')T±2A 

k+l 

S„(r) \ I - r' 

I, = 1 ^ ^ (̂ '̂ - ^ .>.)[Mrr) - Mrll'i)]) f̂_ .„ c ,̂̂ ,̂ g„^^ ,_ k * > Et. 

[ 0 J (Et < Et+i 

^^ ^ { [ ^ ^ ^ t i l ' EJ - i ^ £x] lL(ri") - L(xS)] - l l K„(rf ') - S„(ril\ 

(22) 

if, in Category 
[Ek < £̂ A-(-i 

if, in Category 3, 
[Ek < Ek-i-i 

Ek — Ek+i\ _ _ \Ek > Ek+i 
} if, in Category 4, { 

0 U'?<i??+i 

(23) 

Px(fc - j ) = L^_'^^ J (/i -h h + h + I,). (24) 

INELASTIC SCATTERING TO D E N S E LEVELS 

iVIeasurements provide data on <T(n,in).k, the cross section for the emission of exactly i neutrons. But if (7-(„.,„),k 
can be neglected for i > 2, then a-(n,2n) is also the cross section for the emission of the second neutron, 

22»,.. = S,„,2»,.*. (25) 

Sin.t is the cross section for emitting the first neutron by other than the decay of {A -|- n) to the first At levels 
of (-i). Hence, 

As 

2i„,i = S(„.„>.. -h 2i.,2,„,» - E Sx.». (26) 
x=i 

Thus, Sin.t and 22,,i are determined by data directly obtainable from E N D F / B files, namely excitation cross 
sections 2x,i,(X = 1, 2, • • • , Ai), the total inelastic cross section S(„.„,.i > and the (i(,2«) cross .section 2(„.2„),ii. 

Turning now to the determination of Pi„(fc —> j), it is noted that the first neutron will scatter either with prob-
abihties of the Px(fc —• j ) type, or with the probixbiUty Pi„(fc —• j ) . However, by the breakup of Eq. (4), 

Pu(k^j) ^0*-^j>.I, 1 
\ (27) 

where J is implicitly defined by (A'j+i < A\+i — E.\^ < E,).] 

li Pi„{k-^j) ^ 0, then 

Pu(k^j) ^ ( • . \ ) r dE' f ' dEP,J,E',E). (28) 

P„(E',E) is the probability that the inelastic scattering at E' results in the transfer E' —> E. The subscript "ev" 
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abbreviates "evaporation", in anticipation of a hiter result. If j is fc, then Eq. (28) has incorrect integration limits 
iov E'. With small groups, however, httle error is introduced by assuming that neutrons within group fc can scatter 
over all the group. 

The statistical model of the nucleus"'*' yields P„{E',E) ("st" implies "statistical") as 

P.,{E',E) cc Ea,^+,,{E)p{E' - E), (29) 

where a(.i+„,{E) is the "inverse" cross .section for the formation of the compound (-4 -|- n) by neutrons of energy 
E, and where p{E' — E) is the level density of the residual (.4) at the excitation energy E' — E. The notion of 
"level density" may be improper for low-lying spaced levels but its use may, nevertheless, lead to correct average 
results. 

The "nuclear temperature" T is introduced by the definition 

^^^pnp(U) (30) 

Integrating Eq. (30), and substituting the result info Eq. (29), 

P„{E', E) « Eai.,^„AE)p(E') exp ^ - / J ^ ^ ^ ] . (31) 

The "evaporation approximation" introduces simplifications into Eq. (31). First, the inverse cross section is 
assumed to be constant: (T(,4+„,(A') ?=::: const.*' A second simplification concerns the temperature T(U). Ericson* 
assumes T{U) = const. The current evaluations of nuclear temperatures for E N D F / B , however, seem to be oriented 
toward Weisskopf's assumption that most of the scattered neutrons emerge wiih low energies," namely that 

E « E'. (32) 

Based on relation (32), T(l}) i nEq . (31) can be replaced by T{E ) , yielding the "evaporation formula" 

P.AE', E) = E exp [ - j ^ J . (33) 

0 be smoothly and slowly changing 
rature" 

T. = f ' dE'T{E')/{E, - i\+j*), (34) 

reducing relation (33) to 

P„(E',E) o: Eexp\-^^ for Ek^i<E'<Et. (35) 

Substitution of the unnormalized I',.„(E',E) into Eq. (28) yields 

Pu(k^i) cc 7)»(7i>+i) - D,(Ei), (36) 

where 

Dk(E,.) ^{1 + ^ ^ exp (^^ ^ ' ^ . (.37) 

£ Pu(k —>j) must sum to unity between J = J and j = N, where N is the index of the (lowest energy) group. 

Since iV+i = 0, the result is 

P,J,^,)^'m4^^, for j>J. (38) 

In determining /''2,(fc -^ i), the probabilitx- that, following an inelastic scattering in group fc, a .second neutron is 
emitted in group i, let the probability be written P2 »""'(*: -^ i) 1° expUcitly express the fact that the emission of 
the second neutron has (A — n) as re.sidual. To simplify the evaluation of P^i "'(fc —»i), the first emission neutrons 
involved in a transfer of fc —»i will be assumed to have made the transfer Et—* 6,, where E„ denotes the average 
energy in group m. Therefore, by Table IV-4-1. 

Inspection of E N D F / B data shows T to be smoothly and slowly changing with energy. It is convenient, therefore 
to introduce the average "group-temperature" 
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T A B I, I', I \ ' - 4 - I . r;\Kl!GV I)I.\GI1.\M FOK COMPOUND NuCLEUS SCATTKRING 

£, - E, — 
£k- £ i - B - Si 

1 ground 

{£u ) B 
ground | 

Excilation of residual {A) follow
ing the emission of the first neu
lron with energy tlj • 

Excitation of the residual (A — n) 
following the emission of the 
second neutron with energy Si. 

(Following the emission of the first neutron into groups, a .second neutron will be emitted into group i] 
jonly if i > I, where / is implicitly defined by E,+i < Et - Ej - B < E, , and where Et - 6j - \ (39) 
[B>O. J 

B is the binding energy of an extra neutron to (.1 — n); therefore B is the thrcsliold energy for the (n,2n) reaction, 
an E N D F / B datum. 

Given the first-emission neutron in group j , the probability that the second neutron energy will be in group i 
is the probability that the compound nucleus {A){tlt — Ej) [i.e., compound (A) at an excitation energy Et — E/] 
decays to the residual (A — n){Et — Ej — B — £/) (.see Table IV-4-1). But in the framework of compound-
nucleus physics the decay of a compound does not depend on the mode by which the compound nucleus came into being. 
Hence, in particular, the latter probability is also the probabihty that a neutron with energy Et — £j — B, scat
tered inelastically from the target (A — n), is emitted with energy £ , . Excitation cross section data are generally 
not available in the present ENDFVB files for targets (A — n); therefore no part of this "inelastic scattering" by 
the "target" (A — n) can be treated by single-level modes, unless detailed assumptions are made on the excitation 
cross sections of (.4 — «) . Refraining from such assumptions, the latter probabilitv has to be of the Pin type, namely, 
P!r" '( /^i) : 

P[(.i){Et - Ej) -^ {A - n){Et - E, - B - £',)] = P'd'"\l ^ i). (40) 

Given fc, the total probability for a secondary emission fc —» i is a weighted sum over Pi'n~"'(I —* i) for ;dl possi
b l e ' s . The possible i 's are readily determined from Eq. (39): 

{Given afirst neutron scattering fc—>J, a secondary emission will follow if j > A',where i t is I{j = N).\ (41) 

The weighting factors are the probabihties for the k —> j transfers of the first neutron. In general, Ei,t < ^1 
therefore, Et — B, the highest of the first-emission neutron energies to be followed by a second emission, is less than 
£i+i — EAt , the highest of the first-emission neutron energies to be treated by the Pi, type probabihty. In this 
case J < K and the weighting factors are all of the /*i„ type. 

If .7 > K, then. 

p5r'"(fc 

The evaluation 

-*i) = 

of pir 

pjr"'(fc 

X=l i=K 

"'(fc -^ i) 

^ i) - '̂ -̂  

•"(k-^j)Pii--' 

E E Pl-" 

E 
!>K 

--i)pir"'(/-> 

PiVii'^j) 

\l-i)+ZPi1i\k-
i>J 

( f c -

via Eqs. (42) calls 

i) 
, if 

- i )pir 

-»i) 

,7 < A". 

"'(I-^i) 

for the use of neutron temperatures for (A 

J 

-

> 

n) 

(42) 

A". (42') 

, but these 
are not provided by E N D F / B files. Instead, TCA-.J can be related to T<j) . The relation is given, in terms of p, by 
Ericson' as pu-n)(U) = PIA)(U + 5), where i(A,Z) is the "pairing energy". It is suggested, however, that at this 
stage of the art the pairing shift be neglected, assuming instead that p(A-n){U) ~ Pu)(U); thereupon, by Eq. (29), 
Pit'"'(I -^ i) of Eqs. (42) will be replaced by PIV{I ^ i) • 

P'ii-"{I^i)xP'ii'{I^i). (43) 

The neglect of the pairing shift cannot be serious, because many of the secondary emissions leave the residual (A — rt) 
at low excitation energies where the application of the continuous p{U), hence of T{U), is at best a crude first 
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approximation. At the practical end of the problem, T{U) for low-valued U are not supplied by E N D F / B and 
long-range extrapolation of T{U) is called for. But where the temperatures are based on extrapolation in the first 
place, little is to be gtiined by introducing the pairing shift. 

In Eqs. (42), the probabihties Pi„{I -+ t) must sum to unity for / > / . Hence, by Eqs. (36), (.37), and (43), 

pir-^k^t) ^ [Dt(Ej+i) - Dt(Ej)'][D,{E<+i) - J , ( £ ' , ) 1 , ^ r r r ^ i-
h l l-Dt{E.) - J L 1-D,{E,) j ' f" '^'' 'f •'^^•- (44 

E E PM - J) p ( g H . ) - DriE.)-] 
hch '^ ^'l i-Dr{E,) } 

y [Dk(Ej^i) - Dk{E,)'\rDr{Ej^i.) - Dr(E,)l\ /[y ^ p 
,t;L I - Dt{Ej) JL 1 - D,(E,) j j / l h h ' 

pjr'(A-^i) 

-, (44') 

(fc ->• j) + 1 for i > 7, if ./ > A'. 

Finally, if U* is the lowest energy for which E N D F / B files provide a value of T, then the extrapolation T{ U) = 
T{U ) (or U < U can be employed. This is in accord xvith modern views on the nucleus tit low excitations.' 
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I V - 5 . H i g h e r - O r d e r T r a n s p o r t A p p r o x i m a t i o n s f o r MC"-2 

C. N. KELBEH, H . HENHYSON, II , E. J I . PEXNINGTON and W. M. ST.ICEY, .JR. 

The objective of the subcommittee on higher-order transport approximmtious was to recommend algorithms and 
methods for incorporating higher-order anisotropy in the revi.sed code MC'-2. 

The subcommittee recommended that the extended transport approximation be employed with the Pi(Bi) and 
consistent P\{Bi) equations so that the formal appearance of the equations solved by i\IC^-2 is little changed from 
1IC^ The one external change is the inclusion of a term A{K,N) in the equation for <t>i instead of the total cross 
.section: K and Â  are new input parameters. This approximation can also be used with continuous slowing-down 
theory. 

The extended transport approximation consists of treating scattering sources for orders of anisotropy higher than 
1 in the transport approximation. Thus, the F^ourier transformed Pi equations have the generic form 

—-'- v't'i+i (B,u) + —!— r<tn-i (B,u) + S (« )0 , (B ,« ) = S, (B,u) 
i(+l . f + 1 ^ ^^^ 

-^T. I 'hi'^'si (u -^ u),i„(B, u'), 7 = 0, 1 • • • » , 
• • ' » - l n ( l / o , ) 

where 
B = transform variable 
r) = iB, where i is the imaginary unit 
i = isotopic index 
u = lethargy 
( = angular momentum component index 

Infl/a,) = maximum logarithmic decrement of energy upon scattering 
SI = external source of fth order angular momentum 
S = total cross section. 
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CONSISTENT Pi.x APPROXIM.\TION 

The consistent PI.N approximation is obtained by retaining I'̂ cp (1) for f = 0, 1 • • • , N, ignoruig the it>x+i term 

I the f = N e(|uation, and making a "transport" approximation of the elastic scattering integral 

C *,'Ss.(«'^i()«'(B,«') = -s.(«)«,(B,i(), f > 2. 
Ju-la(lUi) 

(2) 

Equations (1) for f = 2, • • • , Â  are then algebraic and can be .solved for </i2 in terms of <̂ i , which expression can 
then be substituted info the f = 1 equation, thus reducing the N -{- 1 equations to 

i,d)i(B,H) -I- 2(Hl*,(7i,Hl = S„(B,u) -h E / du i:li{u' ^u)<t>o{B,u'), 

•i ' ' - - - I n d / o , ) 

i-ai/t̂ o + -Ai.K{B,u)ih(B,u) = Si{B,u) -)- E / du Si , (« ' -^ u)<t>i{B,u'). 

The higher-order angular flux components are constructed recursively from 
, , „ , . _ (/(2t'-{-l)r,,tn^i(B,u) 

<t>i(B, u) - — J - 5 . 
AI,N{B, U) 

The (|uantities Ai.n are given by a continued fraction expansion 

.4 , , , = b ,_ , - f ^ 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 
6(+i + 

6f+2d-
where (for S, = 0, ( > 2) 

b„ = : ( « ) 

b, = S (M) ("), 1 < ( < N - I 

( + 1 (+ 1 1 < f < -V - 1. (7) 
2 C + 1 2( / ' - | -1) -h 1 

When the elastic scattering integrals are treated by continuous slowing-down theory, by defining elastic slowing-
down densities as 

qi(B,u) = E / " du' ( 
u' + ln(l/ai) 

r/»"i;.s,(«' -^ u")MB,u), /• = 0,1, (8) 

and by assuming the variation in the total colli.sion density over the interval u > u > u — l n ( l / a i ) to be repre
sented by a two-term Taylor's series, Eqs. (3) and (4) can be reduced to 

( S - 2 . ! ) ( . 4 , , , v - Z l - i - ^ ^ | , s ^ - i , ^ 

6-^^"] 

+ 1 

)-k 

(9) 

[^' + ̂ -
dqu „ 

• - r — = 0 0 , 
du 

{Ai..-^)(.-^+ll^-lrr 

. ( • ' - - - + ^ ^ ' # - - + : ^ - ^ l 

(10) 

Lai J du 

Avhere 2s has replaced Ss, 
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The fluxes are related to the slowing-down densities by 

( . i , . - . i d - ^ i i 2 ) ( . - - + ^ ^ 4 . 

The new parameters introduced in Eqs. (9) through (12) are defined by 

Uu) ^ i,(u) + 2iW££W 
ei(xi.) ^ ' 

e,(u) ^T, C du' | i ^ (« ' - «) / , (« ' -^ u)P,{pl), 

where 

with 

and 

/
li-rinU/a,) 

du"f,{u' —> u")Pi[pt(u',u)]. 

Pi.x APPROXIMATION 

(14) ?((w) = E / rfw' °'/ " . gUu.u), 
i JK-lnd/o,) S(« ) 

a((«) s E / f '« '^S-TT ( " ' ~ ")»<("•"')> (15) 
i •'«-ln(l/o,) 2 ( « ) 

c,(«) - E T ^ ^ ? ; (« ,«) - / " du'^^Mu' -* u)P,{pl)], (16) 
i L 2 ( M ) .lu-lnd/.i) 2 ( « ) J 

(17) 
»-l„(l/a,) S(t( ' ) 

S S , ( M ^ « ' ) = Ssi(u)fi(u^u')Pi[pl{u',u)] (18) 

*, ,, (J/, + De"-'"' - (M, - l)e'"'-'" 
P I . ( M ^ « ) = '- (19) 

(20) 

The Pi.n approximation is obtained by retaining Eqs. (1) for f = 0, 1, • • • , A'', ignoring the </>;v+i term in the 
t = N equation, and making the "transport" approximation of Eq. (2) for f > 1. The I-'i.n approximation differs 
from the consistent 7*1,̂ f approximation in that the "transport" approximation is also made for the ( = 1 elastic 
.scattering integral in the former. 

Equations for 7 = 1, • • • , N can be solved for i(>i in terms of ctm , which expression can be used in the ( = 0 equa
tion to obtain (when .S'l = • • • SK = Oj 

[ ^ ( M ) - iTT ''IT, A<t>«(B,u) = S„(B,u) + E f du's%{u' ^u)MB,u'). (21) 
L 3Ai,x(B,u)J , •'„-]n(i/.,.) 

Higher-order angular fluxes are constructed recursively from Eq. (.5) with A,,x replacing ji,,^ . The quantity 
A,.K differs from A,,.v of Fij. (6) only in that 6o = 2 — 2j for the former. 

The continuous slowing-down approximation in this case is 

dq« (B u) = - ^••(B,u)q,(B,u) + fo(M)2(M)5,(u) , . 
du^ ' ' | O ( « ) S ( M ) + [ai,{u)/e„{u)]S„.{B,u) ' ^ ' 

, ,g ,̂̂  _ qii(B,u) •+• [ao(u)/e„(u)]So{u) . . 
^° ' | (M)2(«) -(- la„(M)/e„(u)|2,„(B,M) ' ^" ' 

with 
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2,„(B,«)^2(„)-2»-^^jJ^. (24) 

NUMERICAL CONSIDERATIONS 

The con.si.stent PI.N equations [Eqs. (3) and (4)] are formally identical to the consistent Pi equations solved by 
MC", the difference being that in the ( = 1 equation AI,N appears instead of 2. Similarly the PI,N equation [Eq. 
(21)] differs from the P i equations solved by ^IC" only in that Ai.^ appears in the former where Xir appears in the 
latter. Thus, the solution algorithms in MC" would not have to be altered to accommodate the Pi.AT and consistent 
Pi.;^ approximations. 

The additional numerical work which would be required for the Pi,iv and consistent Pi,A- equations is a.ssociated 
with evaluating the higher-order angular moments {( > 2) of the elastic scattering cross section. These moments 
are required to construct the higher-order angular fluxes which are used in group collapsing to obtain higher-order 
angular scattering cross sections for broad groups. The primary difficulty in this respect is associated with storing 
and manii)ulating ultra-fine group elastic scattering matrices for the higher-order angular scattering. 

The continuous slowing-down approximation eliminates the need for the elastic scattering matrices, but requires 
that the moderating parameters of Eqs. (13) through (17) be evaluated. However, recursive relations can be used 
to minimize the com])utational effort associated with this latter requirement. 

The recommended set of algorithms is summarized in Table IV-5-I. 
The use of a .second input buckling, iv", allows the user the option of selecting the infinite medium approximation 

for the higher-order terms, K = 0. There is no a priori justification for if ^ B where B is the ]\IC" buckling. It 
is exi>ected, however, that B is only wealdy dependent on K. For large values of K it may not be possible to get a 
positive diffusion coefficient. This problem, characteristic of any consistent P^ approximation in which the elastic 
source term is treated with the transport approximation, deserves further study to determine optimal resolution. 
I t may be possible to define criteria which indicate when SnPa theory is preferred; or it may be pos.sible to define a 
"diffusion coefficient" which is always positive, but not as good an approximation at high B' as at low B". 

The computation of the Qn{x) is complicated by the singularity at x = 1. The recommended procedure for x > 1 
is to compute QN{X) first (from, e.g., hypergeometric functions) and use the recursion formula. For arbitrary .V this 
could pose real problems. If this problem cannot be satisfactorily resolved for arbitrary iV, setting A'̂  < 9 would be 
satisfactory. Most S „ / \ .shielding calculations u.se N = 5 or 7, with A'' = 9 for a check case. In this event the QK 
might be stored as algebraic functions (plus the singular "arctangent" terms). 

The fluxes corresponding to angular order ( can be reconstituted from 

.II.,,{K,N ) 

[Equation (2.5) constitutes ^Ugorithm Set II.) 
The complete set of ultra-fine group fluxes, <t>ii ,<t>i, and the ct)i found from Eq. (2.')) can then be used as weighting 

functions to compute higher-order scattering matrices on a fine-group scale. 
The elastic scattering cross section as in E T 0 E (the code which reads the E X D F / B tape and forms the basic 

data for the ultra-fine group MC'-2 calculation) is the sum of resolved resonance, unresolved resonance, and smooth 
(tabulated) contributions in the general case. It is tabulated on a variable mesh since more points are needed near 
peaks of resonances than in regions where as is nearly constant, and since the smooth contribution is already on a 
variable mesh in the ENDI-VB data. E T 0 E calculates the resolved and unresolved cross sections from the resonance 
parameters and adds these to the smooth cross sections to get the total elastic cross section. 

In preparing the Legendre data for MC', E T 0 E reads the as — E array from a scratch unit, and finds the average 
as over lethargy increments of J-f 20 centered about the energies in the i l C ' Legendre structure. In some cases it 
is necessary for E T 0 E to fif coefficients to tabulated p{p) versus p distributions in the center-of-mass system. p{p) 
is the angular scattering distribution and p is the cosine of the scattering angle. Presumably the fi (Legendre coeffi
cients of Ihe fit fo the angidar scattering distribution)^are not averaged because they vary more slowly than as-
liiudly the as and fi are multiplied according to 

B, = (^.s/47r)(2C-|- 1)/, (26) 

to give the Bt coefficients written on the MC"' library tape for f = 0, 1, • • • 19. 
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TABLE IV-5-I. ALGORITHM SE T I 

Consistent Pjf 

''l<i>i.o + 2j(^o,e = So,a + 2g.'p<>o,o' 

Hn<i>o.o + Ai,,{K,N)4>i,e = Si,g + ZslUi.e' 

At{K,N) = {bi_i + at/(bi -f at-n/{bt.,i -f Of+a • • • ) • • • ) , (terminates at (' = A' — 1) 

S( - 0, / > 2 

6o — S(, = total cro.ss section 

6( - 2 j - 2^ts', 1 < ^ < A' - 1 

^ + 1 / + 1 

2« + 1 2 ( f + 1 ) -h r ' 1 ^ ^ ^ -'̂ ^ 1 

Ss^o' ; see Algorithm Set IV, below 

TJ = iB, B input 

K = iK, K input 

g ^ 1,2, • • •, G = No. of groups, input 

^ = 2, • • •, A'' = Piv order, input 

As above except: 

Ordinary Px 

6o = So — Sg.o 

Consistent Bx 

, , , N + 1 K QJV-H(-2BA) V I 

N 5̂  1 

B 
B tan • [

^ / , -̂1 -o tan ^ — 
2 ^ Q.(-s./.)1 s . 

iV = 1 

Explicitly, 

Ordinary By 

I, _ y y'+l 4- y ^ + ^ « Qy.n(-Z./«) „_, „ ^ , ^ „ , 

6o = 2 , - Sj , A' FS 1 

B tail- ' g /Z 1 

" " " S d - S . / B t a n - i i J / S . ) ^" ' ^ - ^ 

(?.v(r) ^ Legendre functions of the second kind. 

In the present version of 'SIC', the I\ and Pi elastic scattering transfer matrices are obtained from the Bi coeffi
cients and constants stored by DATA statements in the ALRAGO subroutine of MC^ '" The method used assumed 
integration over the receiving ultra-fine group, but a hnear average over the ends of the source ultra-fine group. 
This method is poor for two reasons. Since heavy material can only downscatter to two ultra-fine groups, the Mnear 
average over the ends of the source group is inaccurate. Also the numerics of the situation are such that great near-
cancellation of terms occurs, and the con.stants in the DATA statement must therefore be correct to many figures. 
In the new version of i lC", it is proposed that the Pn and Pi scattering matrices at the ultra-fine group level be 
computed in E T 0 E from the as — E .array and theft coefficients, and stored on the library tape to be used by MC' 
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directly. This involves the evaliuition of double integrals over the energies of the source and receiving groups to give 
2^,^. for f = 0 and 1 as, for example, in Eq. (2li) of the SUPERT0G manual, ORXL-TM-2G79.'" There an analytic 
flux, such as l/E flux, is assumed for the source group. Work must be done to ensure that the method used for calcu
lating the ultra-fine group transfer matrices is sufficiently accurate and fast. Thus, various choices of integration 
variables (energy, lethargy, angle, etc.) and mesh spacings should be investigated. 

In computing al.,r , for f >2,it was recommended that Eq. (2(i) of Ref. 2 be used, except that the flux * (£ ' ) = 
1/7?' be replaced by the ultra-fine group fluxes obtained by solving the extended 7-'i transport equation. In Eq. (26) 
of Ref. 2 the y and 6 are the boundaries of the source ultra-fine groups so that as{E'){2( -\- 1) ii(E') might he 
replaced by 4?r7?(. However, one is left with the factors Pt(p) and Pi(n), where p and ») are the cosines of the scat
tering angles in the laboratory and cenfer-of-ma.ss systems, respectively. They are given by 

V'*"{iT-V-^-<W 
and 

(-4 -t- D' 
1 

2A ['-a-
Thus, they depend only ou A, E. and E'. One might be able to evaluate the integral in Eq. (26) of Ref. 2 by using 

some sort of average of p. and T) for the various y and 5. This procedure is questionable, because a similar type of 
averaging causes inaccuracies for heavy materials in the PQ and P\ matrices in the present MC" code. Apparently 
the mesh intervals in SUPERT0G are of the same order of magnitude as the MC^ ultra-fine groups, so that the 
procedure might be adeciuate. The only obviously better method would be to c(tmpute the ultrafine group tran.-ifer 
matrices for £ > 2, which has been rejected because of lack of storage space. 

The recommended algorithms are: 

Algorithm Sets III and IV* 

The subcommittee recommended that elastic scattering matrices and vectors be calculated using a SUPERT0G -
like treatment from the formula 

. „ , 1 f duj\hi' c - ' " -" ' ' <f>c{u)X,(u)PM E (2j + l)fjiu)Pj(nc) 

^Ug' ^9)= - - ^ - ^ ^ -, '^ . (27) 
I <f)((u ) du 

Noting that 

l^'.(u') = = ^ ^ ± i E (2i + 1) fj(u')Mu') f ° """ "" du e-"-"'' Pt(p)Pi(.Pc) 
1 — a j=o -Iv' 

'-l-lnl/o 

due'''^"'' P,(u)PAa.) 
(28a) 

= (2f-|- 1) S.(tt') T"fj{u'), 

then: 

f du' (2f + 1) X.(u')4>,(u') T"Sj{u') 
^-'.(g) = -^ —^ ^ , (28b) 

/ du <i>i{u) 
J a' 

where 
a, 0, X, 0, and y are defined in Ref. 1. 
fj{u) = Legendre exi)ansion coefficients in center-of-mass (the B's given in MC" are related to / through 

, , _ (2j + l ) S , ( £ ' ) / , - ( £ ' ) 
B,(E) ; 

finally, 

* The summation convention is used: matching lower and upper indices imply a sum. Superfluou.s indices and sums over materials 
or isotopes are omitted. 
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Sf.,' = dirT" ? i ± i 7?,... (29) 

and 

r " = ~-^~ /_' P,(p)P,(p.) du. 

^ / p,(p)p,(py^,du 
1 • '0 ( 

(31) 

rfC 

are elements of the transformation matrix from the center-of-ma.ss to the laboratory system as defined by Zweifel 
and Hurwitz. The T ' can be calculated by a routine in E T 0 E . The angles p and pc are defined as follows: 

p = cosine of scattering angle in the laboratory system 

- MiiA + l)e'" ' '-"= - (.4 - l ) e " 

= yA(A + l)e"'-' - { A - \)e""] 

^f. = cosine of scattering angle in the center-of-mass .system 

^ (-1 + 1)^^° ' ; ° - U' + 1) = J L [ u + lfe-"-(A' + 1)] . (32) 
2A 2.A 

REFERENCES 

1. B. J. Toppel, A. L. Uago and I). M. O'Shea, MC\ A Code to Calculate Multigroup Cross Sections, .\NL-7:il8 (1907). 
2. R. Q. Wright, J. L. Lucius, N. M. Greene, et al., SUPERT0G, OKNL-TM-2a79 (September 198!)). 
3. p. F. Zweifel and H. Hurwitz, Jr . , Transformalion of Scattering Cross Sections, J. Appl. Phys. 26, 1241 (1954). 

I V - 6 . P r e l i m i n a r y I n v e s t i g a t i o n s o f t h e R e s o l v e d R e s o n a n c e 
."Vlgorithnis f o r t h e N e w M C ' C o d e 

R. X. HWANG 

Investigations have been made on the resolved resonance algorithms for the new MC- code (MC--2). I t has been 
known for some time that tlie computer time required for the resolved resonance energy region in the existing i\IC-
code varies from 40 to fiO % of the total time. It is by far the most time consuming part in i lC- . 

Perhaps the be.st way to begin is to investigate the deficiencies of the existing MC^ algorithm itself.' 

DEFICIENCIES OF THE EXISTING ALGORITHM ON THE RESOLVED RESONANCES 

Under the assumption of the XR-approximation the self-shielded cross section to be considered is 

:dE r * 2 

'(IE 

2, 

(1) 

where a^i is the cross section of the process x due to the ith resonance, and S, is the total macroscopic cross section. 
In the existing ,MC'̂  algorithm, 7ii and i ' j are the fi.xed group boundaries of the fine or the ultrafine groups and all 

resonances within 7i'i are included in 2, . Both integrals in Eq. (1) are evaluated using the Romlierg quadrature 
whereby the total mesh points are 2" and .V is the A'th iteration that satisfies a relative error criterion of 0.0005 
specified by the program. 

Three major drawbacks of the existing MC algorithm will be discussed as follows. 
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TABLE IV-6-I. VARIATIONS OF A' IN VARIOUS ENERGY 
REGIONS FOR A TYPICAL MC* F I N E GROUP PROBLEM 

Energy Range, 
keV 

4.3-3.35 
3.35-2.61 
2.61-2.03 
2.03-1.58 
1.58-1.23 
1.23-0.961 

0.961-0.749 
0.749-0.583 
0.583-0.454 
0.454-0.354 
0.354-0.275 
0.275-0.214 
0.214-0.167 
0.167-0.130 
0.130-0.101 
0.101-

A' 

12 
12 
12 
11 
11 
11 
11 
10 
10 
10 
9 
9 
8 
8 
9 

< 9 

TREATMENT O F OVERLAPPING RESONANCES 

The magnitude of JV, to a great extent, depends on how much the integrand fluctuates. The fluctuations in the 
integrand, in turn, depend strongly on how many overlapping resonances are included between Ei and Ez. Since 
each overlapping resonance will give rise to a "dip" in the integrand, it is not difficult to realize that the more 
"dips" there are, the larger N must be to meet the given convergence criterion. Any relaxation of the given con-
geiice criterion is not possible without sacrificing the accuracy of the Doppler effect estimations. Table IV-6-I gives 
the approximate values of JV for each resonance integral in various energy regions taken from a typical MC^ fine 
group problem with U-2H8 and Pu-239. 

The listed values of N and their implication on the comfiuting time required in various energy regions are self-
explanatory. The larger N required for each resonance integral in the high energy regions is clearly due to the inclu
sion of a large number of overlapping levels. For heavy isotopes, in general, the contribution of the overlapping 
resonances beyond the next nearest neighbors is beheved to be insignificant as far as the Doppler effect is concerned. 

DEFICIENCY OF ROMBERG QUADR.^TURE FOR FIXED E N E R G Y B O U N D A R I E S 

The hniits of integration in the existing MC^ algorithm are fixed by the ultra fine or fine group structures. In the 
high energy region, the limits are generally much wider than the extent of a resonance, especially when the fine 
group calculations are considered. As a result, the mesh points in Romberg quadratures are so widely spaced that 
a high order of JV is required to meet the specified convergence criterion. The problem may be resolved by using an 
adaptive nitegration .scheme whereby the mesh points are chosen according to the fluctuations of the integrand. 

EVALUATION O F T H E F L U X CORRECTION FACTOR 

The existing MC algorithm evaluates the numerator and denominator of Eq. (1) separately. It has been pointed 
out in Ref. 2 that the denominator is related to the numerator in the following way: 

dE 
E,. - El 

Ei — E\ i Vxi J El 

2,i (IE 
(2) 

The extra integration is absolutely unnecessary. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE RESOLVED REGION 

In view of the deficiencies of the existing algorithm iti M C a semianalytic method is proposed to speed up the 
computing time while preserving the rigor of the present version. The method is again based on the assumptions 
of the Breit-Wigner equation and the X^R-approximation. The feasibility of extending beyond these assumptions 
will be briefly discussed in the next section. This method is believed to be particularly effective in conjunction with 
the application of the continuous slowing dowTi method. The group reaction cross section can be wTitten as^ 
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1/N''' E F.r,tJ*/E, 

L ' - ^ - E J - , r , j ; « , i ' ' " 
reaonancea 

where Ft is the attenuated collision density near the resonance ( excluding the Placzek oscillations introduced by the 
heavy isotopes, Sj is total background cross section excluding the resonance cross .section of heavy isotopes, and the 
characteristic integral is defined as 

Jt = J,--J '^ ^^ (4) 
2 J-«> (a, -I- j,/)(R, -i- J,, -i- y A,j,,\ (01 -h tAilCft-+ lA.- + E ^ * ) 

where 

1 f 'I'i 

ffoi = -^irXgj Tni/Ti 
Ni = atoms/cm 
Ak = ratio of the macroscopic peak cross section of kth. and ith resonances 
di = Ti/A 
A = Doppler width 
0i = 'Zb/Niddi or Zh"^ /Niam (Note that the leakage correction can also be included in 2^.) 

Sft''' = the equivalent potential scattering cro.ss section. 
Here the interference scattering cross section is intentionally left out for simplicity in the preliminary testing of the 
recommended techniques. The interference scattering may be included by a simple extension of the arguments pre
sented. The advantages of separating J* into two integrals are twofold. With the overlapping contribution separated 
out, the / integral can be evaluated much more rapidly. On the other hand, the overlapping integral, which is a 
second order quantity as far as Ji is concerned, can be evaluated with a much looser convergence criterion without 
sufi'ering any significant error in Ji. Hence, the computing time can be drastically reduced. Furthermore, the separa
tion makes possible the option for the user to decide whether the overlap effect need be included. For U-238 resonances 
between 4 keV and the initial energy of the resolved energy region of the*econd heavy isotope, the inclusion of the 
overlap effect is clearly unnecessary. It is believed that, for survej^ calculations, an improvement of the computer 
time by a factor of 100 can be achieved if the overlap effect is ignored. In addition, Eq. (3) is particularly amenable 
to the application of the continuous slowing down method. For heterogeneity efTect studies, Eq. (3) also requires 
little change if the equivalence relations are used. 

EVALUATION OF T H E J - I N T B G R A L 

Judging from the accuracy and speed requirement, we recommend the use of the optimized scheme using a 4-point 
Gauss-Legendre quadrature as described by Xicholson and Grasseschi.^ In this method, the ./-integral is broken into 
two pieces, 

J = \ I{x) dx = f ' I(x) dx + f 
Jo Jo Jo 

7(1 A) 
dx, (6) 

where the transformation is made to the second integral and the break point Xi is to be optimized to give the minimum 
errors in the integration. The calculated .7-integrals using this method are accurate up to the third significant number 
for practically all ranges of (3 and 6 of interest. While this accuracy in the / i n t eg ra l is believed to be sufficient in 
the resolved region where the self-shielding efi'ect is sizable, it is not sufficient in the unresolved region, especially 
when the Doppler effect of a fissile isotope is considered. For this reason, a trivial modification of the original routine 
has been made .so that for large 0 or small self-shielding effect, the /-integral can be evaluated analytically: 

2[(3-f ^(0,""e)] "•" ]i3+ ipiO,e)]^ 
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MATHEMATICAL JUSTIFICATION O F T H E PROPOSED METHOD 

In spite of the exceedingly favorable results, mathematical justifications of the proposed method are needed. 
Two ([uestions may arise: (1) why is the integrand in Ecj. (6) extremely favorable for Gaussian quadrature and (2) 
what is the precise mathematical meaning of the break point Xi . In addition to the discussion already given in Ref 
3, further investigations have been made. 

For the generalized Gaus.sian ([uadrature formula utilizing any orthogonal polynomial, it is generally true that the 
integration is exact for a given number of mesh points N if the integrand is of the form ^ AkX*" where k < 2N — 1. 

k 

Clearly, the most favorable integrand for the Gaussian quadrature formulas is the one which can be approximated 
b\' the polvnomial J ] .1 a'' with the value of k as small as possible. For the Gauss-Legendre quadrature in particular, 

k 

an integral can be expressed as 

1^ I{x) dx = ^ - ^ r | : w,(yi)I(yi) + RJ] , (8) 

where 

ff-v = -Bv ^ [7(^)1, a<(<h (9) 

(6 - a)"'{Ni.)'2"''*' 
{2N -I- 1)![(2JV)!P 

'-(^")''H'^) 
Xi = i\\\ zero of the Legendre i)olynomial PN{X) 

wi = 2/(1 - x.)']P'„(x,)f. 

The qualitative behavior of the integrand under consideration is characterized by the broadened hne shape function 
\p (and X if the interference scattering term is included). The broadened line shape functions are directly related 
to the real and imaginary part of the complex probability integral W(z). Extensive studies by O'Shea and Thacher' 
have shown that W(z) can be represented by a Taylor series 

rjr, , - ' _u .2« - ( - l ) "» !2 - (2^ ' ) -

^'^'^'' + V ^ 5 (2«+l)! '̂"̂  

B„ 

and an asymptotic series 

. . r 
w(z) = - E ( " + 0 (11) 

for small and large z, respectively. They have also examined the convergence of these .series. Eiiuation (10) clearly 
implies that the integrand I{x) of the /-integral can be represented in the form E ^ i ^ ' 'ind is particularly suitable 

t 

for the Caussian quadrature if the upper limit of integration is not too far from the origin. On the other hand, when x 
becomes large, Ecp (11) implies that the Guassian quadrature becomes inefficient because the integrand I(x) will 
no longer as.sume the form E ^i-r'- Hence, the transformation of the .second integrand in Eq. (6) of the Nicholsou-

k 

Grasseschi method' amounts to transforming I{x) back into the form expressible in terms of a Maclaurin series. 
The theoretical break point should have been the point where the orders of the two Maclaurin series were lowest. 
The precise theoretical break point is obviously difficult fo find. Simple illustrations will be given to show that the 
Nichol.son-Grasseschi method is mathematically sound. 

Again, like Ref. 3, two asymptotic cases for small and large 9 will be considered. For large S, I(x) and I{l/x)/x'' 
become 

and 
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I(l/x)/x' 1 
/3(1 -1- x') -1- X-

respectively. It is obvious that the choice of xi should be 

; .• + " ! ; " ' • ] / ' 

[̂ J" 

(13) 

(14) 

so that both series are convergent between 0 and the ujiper limits .T7 and \/xt. Incidentally, for this particular case, 
Il is also equal to -\/3 d, where d is the point of inflection of the integrand 7( .T) . Both series will converge rapidly 
exceptfor.r near the upper hmif. Thus, j:i is identical with that given in Ref. 3 based on somewhat different arguments. 
Similarly, for the extreme broadening case with small B, the integral becomes 

I(x) dx 
' '0 

dy y/n 

fie"- V£ 
2 

V' 
2 

TC . • ' o 

Vrc j 1 + S: : + 

Vi 
V TT • ' « 

dy{l 

I i-f- V-̂ + -
/3i/* 

Vi 

VTT . L2tf -h Vir 

(15) 

and the integrand of the second integral is less obvious. It is expected fo have the same behavior as Eq. (13) if the 
choice of Xi is sufficiently large. In view of the fact that the Taylor's expansion for the exponential function generally 
converges faster than the series of Eq. (13) and Eq. (14), it is obvious that the choice of Xi is less restrictive. The 
first conservative gue.ss ba.sed on the ratio of the first two terms is clearlv 

so that the series will converge rapidl}-. A less conservative guess may be based on the ratio of the second and the 
third order terms .so that 

^ [ -

'23 -f V i g" 
a _ V i r „ (17) 

It is interesting to note that .ri given In- Xicholson and Grasseschi is close to those defined by Eqs. (IG) and (17). 
For small i/&, xi of Ref. 3 is close to that in Eq. (17), whereas for large S//3, it becomes smaller than that defined 
in Eq. (Iti). Hence, the use of xi of Ref. 3 will generall.y ensure a reasonably rapid convergence of the series in Eq. 
(1.5), and thus the efficiency of the Gaussian quadrature of small order. 

It is also interesting to note the general behavior of the remainder R„ of Eq. (9) upon which the error of Gaussian 
integration depends. For f not too close to the upper limit. 

7 ( J ) « e - ' * ' " , 

which is true for both Eqs. (12) and ( lo) , especially for the latter case; for the second integral 

I(i)/t K e~"''. 

Thus, the remainders are approximately 

for the first integral and 

R„ = Cvc"' ' ' 7 7 „ ( 5 / J : I ) 

Rs = Crte ^'"Hz«(xii) 

for the .second integral, respectively, where Hm(y) is the Hermite polynomial of the order 2A', and 

(N<.)'2'"'*^ 
(2JV -h 1 ) ! [ (2 JV) ! ]» ' 

(18) 

(19) 

(20) 

(21) 
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It .should be noted that the qualitative beha\'ior of e'^^Hisiy) explains the fluctuations of the error curves given 
in Ref. 3. From the remainder RN , the optimal -Y, in principle, can be determined. The amplitude CK decreases 
rapidly as N increases. For example, 

C2 = f).I73 X IO"' 

C4 - LI7S X 10"'. 

From the foregoing discussion, it can be concluded that the proposed method is not only efficient from a numerical 
point of view but also is mathematically justifiable. Whether the proposed 4-point Gaussian quadrature is equally 
efficient for the ease with the interference scattering term included will be further investigated. 

EVALUATION OF OVERLAPPING INTEGRAL 

One time saving feature is to reduce the total number of overlapping resonances in the calculation. From a prac
tical point of view, the inclusion of up to the next nearest neighbors is sufficient. Preliminary calculations have been 
carried out using the Romberg nitegration scheme. It was found that the relative error in the integration of the 
overlap integral required to give the same accuracy in J* using the direct procedure of MC^, is approximately 50 to 
100 times larger. The total computing time can be improved by a factor of 3. In view of the fact that the Romberg 
integration scheme is rather ineffective for integrands with rapid fluctuations, the use of the Romberg quadrature is 
not recommended. One obvious alternative to the Romberg quadrature is the adaptive integration scheme whereby 
the mesh points are concentrated according to the fluctuations of the integrand. Such an atlaptive method is avail
able.^ It is beheved that the use of this method will further improve the computing speed. 

A'ALIDITY OF THE THEORETICAL MODELS 

The existing ]\IC^ and the discussion in the previous section are based on the validity of two approximations, 
namely the Breit-Wigner equation and the A^ff-approximation. For the heterogeneous studies, Eq. (3) also imphes 
the validity of the equivalence relations and the rational approximation. 

I t has been shown''^ that the direct use of the multilevel formalism is not only feasible but also practical if the 
cross sections are expressed in tlie Adler-Adler form. In view of the increasing number of multilevel parameters now 
available for the resolved resonances of the principal fissile isotopes, an option using the multilevel formalism is 
desirable at least for the resolved region. For U-235, for instance, it was found^ that the use of the existing single 
level parameters in the E X D F / B file will introduce significant error not only in the Doppler effect but also in the 
magnitude of the self-shielded cross sections. From a practical point of view, the inclusion of a multilevel option in 
Adler-Adler form is recommended. The use of this formahsm mil not cause any difficulty in the programming it
self as already demon.strated in Ref. 8. 

As for the improvement of the XR-approximation, the problem becomes less straightforward. Some detailed dis
cussions on this subject have been given in Ref. 9. For any future improvement of the XR-approximation, three 
considerations must be given; 

1. For most fast reactor calculations, there exists more than one resonance absorber. The detailed overlap effect 
is difficult to assess using the well known analj-tical approximations. 

2. A highly accurate temperature effect is required. 
3. An optimum that treats heterogeneity effects accurately is highly desirable. 
The three requirements are simultaneously satisfied if the RABBLE code'" is included. The inclusion of the RAB

BLE code will imddubtedly efiminate the complaints on the XR-approximation once and for all. These three consid
erations will obviously require a large number of energy mesh pouits. I t is rather doubtful that any other existing 
numerical techniques can achieve the same degree of sophistication with much less computing time. One possible 
improvement of the existing RABBLE code is to reduce the total number of resonances for the heavy isotopes in 
the evaluation of the cross sections for each mesh point. It is quite obvious that only few nearest neighbors need 
be considered for practical purposes. 
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IV-7. Heterogeneity Algorithms for MC'-2 

R. G. PALMER and B. A. ZOLOTAR 

INTRODUCTION 

In order to provide a convenient and reliable method 
for obtaining a set of gi'oup cross sections for use in the 
aniilysis of ZPR lattices, a set of heterogeneity algo
rithms lias been formulated. These algorithms will be 
used in the development of the new ]MC--2 code (see 
Paper IV-'2). 

In the resonance region the plate absorption cross 
sections in many ZPR cells can be calculated ade-
(juately by equivalence relations. However, certain 
expertise and judgment are required in the application 
of two-region equivalence formulae to the complex 
situations encountered in ZPR cells. The resonance 
calculation module will be designed to allow ihe user to 
perform many different resonance self-shielding calcu
lations in one MC'-2 run fo cover each of the absorber 
plate conditions. 

For cases in which it would be deemed desirable to 
perform more accurate calculations for the resonance 
region, the RABBLE' technique will be included as an 
optional module. The re.sults of the RABBLhj calcu
lations can overwrite the resonance-influenced broad 
group cross sections produced by the equivalence 
path. The user will have the results of both available to 
gain experience in determining the circumstances under 
which the more accurate approach should be used. 

In order to avoid the complexities associated with 
the use of statistical ladders, the RABBIiE calculations 
will be limited to the resolved resonances. In ZPR cells 
the most difficult plates to describe by two-region 
equivalence theory are the U-238-bearing plates be
cause of their variety of compositions—UjOg, U, 
Pu-U and UOz. However, the group absorption cross 
sections ui the unresolved resonance energy range are 
not as sensitive to errors in the equivalent a^ as they 
are at lower energies. 

In ZPR interpretive studies cell-averaged cross 

sections are frequently required. Two methods for 
calculating the necessary spatial group flux distribu
tions across the cell, the discrete ordinate transport 
method and tlie Storrer-Kliairallah uitegraF transport 
perturbation method, will be available. 

RESONANCE HETEROGENEITY TREATMENT USING 

EQUIVALENCE RELATIONS 

The slowing down calculations and tlie buckling 
iterations will be based on the normal homogeneous 
case in j\IC^-2. Calculations of the resonance attenua
tion will involve J-functions in both the resolved and 
unresolved resonance range. For the heterogeneous 
case a J-funcfion will be dehned and calculated for 
each of the u«ique self-shielduig conditions as described 
by the geometrical input, at each selected discrete 
energ>' computation point (E*) in the unresolved 
range and for each resonance in the resolved range. 

The form of the equivalence relations to be used for 
two-region pin geometry will be the same as that cur
rently used in ]^IC^"' In the multi-plate slab case the 
Dancoff factor will be based on the two-sided E3 
formulation of D. Meneghetti,* 

1 - C 1 Ed-^cXc) - E,(SnX,<) (1) 

where S is the total cross section at E, (or E*) and XL 
and XR are the thicknesses of the diluent regions to the 
left and the right of the resonance plate. The DancofI 
factor will be treated as constant across the resonance. 

For each isotope self-shelding condition, J{Si, (tr) 
will be calculated for each resonance in the resolved 
range and at each E* in the unresolved range, where 

V4*; TEr) 
(2a) 

and 
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Z7 
N,aV 

(2b) 

ff/ is the resonance peak cross section and s f = i); + 
S*/, where 2 / is the total cross section of the region 
containing the resonance isotope and 

Sj a,[l ~ C;] 
r.i-- (3) 4F/ 1 + (as - \)Ci' 

SI is the surface of the region, Vi is the volume of the 
region, and ai and a> are empirical constants which 
may be user uiput but wiiich will also have default 
values of oi = 02 = 1.35 for the cylindrical cell and 
ai = flo = 1.09 for slab cells. 

The use of these /-functions in generating in-plate 
broad group cross sections is discussed in Paper IV-3. 

RABBLE JNIODULE 

To provide JMC--2 \\ith the capability to perform 
precise resonance absorjition calculations in the resolved 
resonance region, a module containing the algorithms 
found in RABBLE will be included. The RABBLE 
calculation is appropriate for the lower energy' broad 
groups in which the Narrow Resonance approximation 
is ([uestionable, overlapping effects between resonances 
of different nuclides are significant, and where hetero
geneity effects are generally most important. 

In RABBLE, a broad group is divided into many 
very narrow intervals of equal lethargy width. For 
each i.sotope, region-dependent reaction rates are ob
tained. These are accumulated over the broad group 
and then divided by the accumulated regional fluxes to 
yield spectrum-averaged effective broad-group cross 
sections. In obtaining the reaction rates, region and 
lethargy-dependent slowing down sources are ased. 
Regional collision rates are obtained from the regional 
slowing down sources by means of an approximate 
algorithm involving the first-flight escape and trans
mission probabilities, and interface currents. RABBLI'^ 
can treat circularized cells and plate cells which can 
have either periodic or zero-current boundary condi
tions. 

RABBLE can be utilized in the \iC^-2 code as fol-
k)ws: 

1) RABBLE may be optionally involved after 
completion of the normal MC^-2 run to generate 
broad-group, in-plate, cross sections for fission and 
capture. 

2) The broad groups for which the RABliLE calcu
lation is involved should be at energy sufKciently • 
low that it can be assumed that no neutrons appear 
in these groups from fission sources, inelastic scattering 
sources, and elastic scattering sources that are aniso
tropic in the center-of-mass system. 

3) RABBLE will generate an extra X S . I S 0 data 
set in which the isotopic broad-group cross sections 
computed by the module rei)lace those computed earlier 
by MC2-2. 

Fi.NAL CELL HOMOGENIZATION 

Using the in-plate broad-gToup cross sections it is 
necessary to calculate the spatial flux distribution 
through the cell in order to obtain cell-averaged cross 
sections. Two alternatives will be available to the 
user. The first will use the standard ARC 1-D trans
port^ modules to obtain fluxes within the unit cell. A 
high-order modified single Gaussian angular quadra
ture will be available. To simulate the overall leakage 
from the core a -D„B- can be added to the total cro.ss 
section in each region, where />„ is the cell homogeneous 
diffusion coefficient for group g, and B' is the final 
iteration on buckling from A1C--2. 

The second alternative will be to use a modified 
version of CALHET.'^' TliLs code is based on the use of 
collision probabilities in the integral transport efiuations 
developed by Storrer et al. The homogeneous medium 
and heterogeneous medium etiuations (for the same 
average composition) can be shown to be the same 
except for differences in the collision probabilities, so 
that the lieterogeneous core can be considered as just a 
perturbation of the homogeneous core. 

Two geometries will be treated, the muhi-plate 
slab case and the multi-region cylindrical geometry. 
In the latter case two options will be available. For a 
two-region cylindrical problem the collision probabili
ties can be calculated from the Hummel et al.'̂  modifi
cation to the Bell approximation. 

Pu= 1 + 
f^i SiC 

iil-C)-
(4) 

where 
Si ^ 
( = 

and 

where 

total cross section in region 1 (pin) 
mean chord length of the pin 
Levine-type empirical correction factor; user 
input, but with a suggested default value of 
1.3.5. 

(1 - C) = y„-{- 71,(1 - y„), 

1 + — (ri 
I ' l 

r\) 

(5a) .J 

(5b) 

22 

ri 

ri 

total cross section in the diluent 
radius of the pin 
equivalent radius of the diluent. 

Using reciprocity relations. 

file:////ith
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Pn -h Pl., = 1 (6a) 

P,2Pn = P.iPn (6b) 

P,i + p.,. = 1. (6c) 

A more exact option based on RABBLE collision 
probabilities will also be available. For the multi-
plate cell the collision probabilities will be calculated 
hy a numerical techniiiue' using exponential integral 
functions. 

Two optional forms to allow for the finiteness of the 
reactor in the cell calculations will be included: 

1) Adding D„B' to the total cross section <r, in each 
region as for the discrete ordinate method above 

2) Reducing the collision probabilities by a non-
leakage factor 

•^:i/.™ p\ = p . (7) 
'l^,Ho„ + D,B^' 

where 
Zthum = cell homogeneous total cross section. 
Having calculated I lie heterogeneous fluxes across 

Ihe cell (flat across each plate unless the plate is sub
divided into subregions) the code will next perform a 
normal flux-weightuig procedure across the cell to 
obtain the cell homogenized cross sections 

Z''"'N7<t>iV,/'E<t>,yj, 

where 
Vj = volume of region .;' 
JV7 = the number of atoms/cm' of isotope m in 

region j . 
The cell-perturbation module would be limited to 

using the isotropic problem while the discrete ordinates 
method can treat anisotropy up to Pi scattering. 
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IV-8. Calculat ion of Elastic Scatterifig Matrices 

H. HENRYSON, I I , C. G. STENBERG and B. J. TOPPEL 

INTRODUCTION 

In the MC" code,' ultrafine group (A» = 1/120) elastic scattering matrices are generated for materials whose 

elastic scattering angular dependence has been represented by a Legendre polynomial expansion. In particular let 

the elastic scattering angular dependence for the material m at a neutron energy Ej be represented in the center of 

ma.ss system as 

a':(o>',Ej) = T^KPiil^'), (1) 
t 

where , 
a"(oi',Ej) = the material ni cross .section for scattering into the soUd angle rfu in the center of mass 

p' = the co.sine of the scattering angle in the center of mass 
and 

Pt = the (th Legendre polynomial. 
The B",' are related to the customarily reported Legendre expansion coefficients f7j of the angular distribution of 
scattering in the center of mass by the expression 

4rrB7j = (2 ; -h l )<Tr/? , . (2) 

If we relate the initial and final energies in the laboratory system, Ej and E, respectively, to the center-of-mass 
scattering angle, and integrate over the azimuth angle, we obtain 
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:(Ej -^E)dE = ^ dE E B7jP,(p'), (3) 

where a'", for the mass A'" of nucleus m, is given by 

(4) 
(A" + 1)2 

and relates the minimum energy, EZin , to the initial energy by 

Ki.= (1 - ot'")Ej. (5) 

ThePo elastic transfer cross section from initial energy Ej into group K, o,''(Ej —> K), may be obtained by relat
ing p! with EJ , E, and 4 " , and then integrating Eq. (3) over final energy E ranging from EK to EK-I , the lower 
and upper energy limits respectively of group K. 

The Po elastic transfer from group J to group K is obtained by averaging the corresponding a-, {E —* K) with E 
at each end of group J. Thus 

aT(Ej^K) + aT(Ej.i -^ K) ,„. 
"'ij^K = 2 • ' ' 

The use of Eq. (6) tacitly assumes that a°"'{E —> A') varies hnearly across the source group J. This assumption 
is clearly not correct for all receptor groups K and for all degrees of anisotorpy. 

The Pl elastic scattering transfer cross section in MC" is defined as 

• ij^K i(iy[^^"+^^-(i)^^"-^]-- (7) 

where EK and Ej are the lower energies of group K and J respectively and (TCIJ^K is given by Eq. (6). Equation (7) 
is based on the approximation 

where fij^K is the effective cosine of the scattering angle corresponding to a group J to group K energy transfer. 
In order to provide a more rigorous treatment for the new code MC'-2 (see Paper IV-2), a study was made of 

the problem of the calculation of elastic scattering matrices with particular emphasis on improving the simple ap
proach given in Eqs. (ti) and (7) while at the same time minimizing computer running time. 

NUMERICAL STUDIES 

The general approach outlined above was followed but the a-g'"(Ej -^ K) were evaluated at hyperfine group (kfg) 
intervals within the ultrafine group (ufg) J and then (Teij^K '^^^ '^^IJ^K ^vere obtained by a trazpezoidal integration 
over the hyperfine groups contained within the source ufg J. Figure IV-8-1 schematically indicates the method used. 
Let -Vo be the number of hfg per ufg and uT{Ei —> k) the Po scattering from energy Ei at the top of hfg i within 
ufg J into hfg k within ufg K. Ei corresponds to the energy at the top of the ufg J, and E^^+i corresponds to the 
energy at the bottom of ujg J. Accumulating the Po scattering over the receptor group K from the energy Ei gives 

aT(.E, -^ K) = ' E " aT(Ei -^ /c). (9) 
l t = l 

The Po elastic scattering cross section from ujg ,1 to ufg K based on a trapezoidal integrtition over the hfg's, within 
the source uJg J is then 

ar(Ei -^ K) + aT(E,,^i - ^ /f) -f 2 E „:"(£,• ^ K) , , „ . 

""^-•^ w„ • 

For scattering into the last ufg receptor group K, Eq. (10) may be modified in order to correctly account for the ill 
partial contribution of the scattering from the highest energetically possible hfg ( in the ufg source group ./. The R 
Po elastic transfer for scattering into the last ufg receptor group K is then given by i( 

aT(E,,^i -* K) + 2 E a°:(Ei ^ A-) - f l - in - J — -h l n | i ± i l oT 
••-'+1 L 1 — a*" EK-IJ 

""'-" 2No 

where EK-^I is the energy at the top of ufg K. 

(Et+i^K) (JJ) 
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The Pl elastic transfer cross section was evaluated in a similar manner. If energies Ei and Et are the midpoint energies 
of the hfg intervals in the source and receptor group respectively then 

' ( . E . - ^ k ) = l ( | y [ ( A - + i ) - | ( A " - i ) ] . r ( ^ . ^ . ) (12) 

was taken as the Pi scattering from energy Ei at the top of hfg i within ufg J into hfg k within ufg K. The Pi scatter
ing is accumulated over the receptor group in a mamier similar to the Po scattering given in Eq. (9). The Pi elastic 
transfer integration over the ufg source group J is similar to that given in Eqs. (10) and (11). 

Results of the Po and Pi elastic scattering using this method were obtained for various masses and at various ener
gies to display the influences of anisotropy and mass on the kinematics of the scattering. The main parameter of 
interest is the number of hfg per ufg. In the original MC^ code there is one hfg per ufg. The ET0G code^ was used for 
a reference calculation. E T 0 G uses a very fine mesh Simpson's rule integration over the source and receptor groups 
and may be considered exact. 

By way of demonstrating the variation of the scattering probability across the source group. Figs. IV-S-2 through 
IV-S-7 show Po sciittering from the top of various hfg'a i within a given ufg, to various ufg's J + .V. The top of hfg 
1 corresponds to the upper energy boundary of the ufg. Two source groups / have been selected for sodium, iron, 
and Pu-2.39 to indicate the effect of anisotropy. The straight dashed Hnes indicate the assumed shape using Eq. (6). 
The existing M C algorithm becomes progressively worse as the mass number increases and as the scattering exhibits 
more anisotropy at the higher energies. In all cases, scattering to the lowest ufg exhibits the most radical errors, since 
not all portions of the source groups can scatter to the lowest ufg. The error in the present MC" algorithm is repre
sented by the difference in the area under the solid and dashed hnes for a given group, assuming the solid line results 
involving 20 hfg per ufg represent the correct answer. 20 hfg per ufg were chosen as a base because good agreement 
was obtained for all materials when compared with the ET0G code. 

When integrating the scattering probability across the source ufg J to obtain aeij-.j^ft and tXetj^j+ft for all possible 
receptor groups, one would like to minimize the number of hfg per ufg in the integration in order to minimize computer 
time while at the same time accepting a certain magnitude of error. 

In Table IV-S-I, the percentage errors in the calculation of the elastic transfer cro.ss .sections as a function of hfg 
per ufg are displayed relative to 20 hfg per ufg. The energy of the source ufg J was chosen to be 6.11 AfeV in order to 
illustrate an extreme case (high degree of anisotropy). The percentage error shown in each case is the largest error 
encountered for all possible ufg receptor groups. For B-10, the scattering probabihty for the next to the last receptor 
group when integrated across the ufg .source group produced converging oscillatory values as the number of hfg per 
ufg increased. This occurrence was due to the particular shape of the scattering probability across the source group. 
For the light elements (e.g., beryllium, boron, carbon, oxygen, and sodium) the maximum error in the elastic transfer 
cross sections .always occurred with the scattering into the next to the last receptor group. The next largest error 
resulted from the in-group scattering, JV = 0. All other receptor groups for these light elements (even for 1 hfg per 
ufg) had errors of less than 1%. 

Table IV-8-1 also displays a mea.sure of the weighted error in the Po and Pi transfer cro.ss sections in scattering 
from the .source ufg. The error for each receptor group was weighted by the fraction of its contribution (relative to 
20 hfg per ufg) to the total scattering from the ultrafine source group. The error displayed was obtained by summing 
the weighted error for each ultrafine receptor group. Note that in the footnote of Table IV-S-I, the total number of 
hfg scattered for material in when there is 1 hfg per ufg is denoted by NZ., . The weighted error gives a measure of the 
overall accuracy of the calculation. For example, the light materials have a large error in the next fo last receptor 
group but the weighted error for these materials is small because the contribution of the next to last receptor group 
is small. 

For all materials at energies where the scattering is isotropic in the center of mass system, the calculation of the 
Pn and Pl elastic transfer cross sections, using 1 hfg per ufg, resulted in errors of less than 1 % for almost all «/<; recep
tor groups. The weighted error in scattering from the source ufg was always less than 1.5%. 

For the new MC^-2 code, the probable requirement for the number of hfg per ufg for the calculation of the Po and 
Pl elastic tran.sfer cross sections for an accurate and comparably fast computer running time are: 1 h.fg per ufg for all 
materials of mass less than 161 AMU when scattering is isotropic in the center of mass system; 1 hfg per ufg for ma
terials lighter than and including sodium when scattering is anisotropic; 2-4 hfg per ufg for materials header than 
sodium but lighter than mass 161 AMU when scattering is anisotropic; for masses greater than 161 AMU use the 
heavy mass approximation described below for all scattering. 
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TABLE IV-8-1. ERRORS IN ELASTIC SCATTERING TRANSFER CROSS SECTIONS 

(EJ = 6.11 MeV) 

IMaterial 
m 

Be-9 

B-10 

C-12 

0-16 

NA-23 

Fe-66 

Cu-63 

Mo-96 

Pu-239 

Percent
age Error 

in rf7 

2.5 
1.1 
0.72 

15. 
0.50 
1.6 

16. 
2.5 
1.2 

18. 
5.0 
1.1 

8.5 
3.4 
1.9 

20. 
5.0 
2.2 
1.2 

22. 
9.2 
4.7 
2.4 

98. 
13. 
7.2 
3.0 

•200. 
4.5 
0.85 
0.35 

Percent
age Error 

in trli 

3.1 
1.2 
0.75 

15. 
0.56 
1.6 

16. 
2.6 
1.3 

19. 
5.3 
1.5 

10. 
3.8 
2.1 

25. 
6.4 
2.8 
1.6 

27. 
10, 
5.5 
3.0 

100. 
10. 
9.2 
3.9 

280. 
12. 
2.3 
0.94 

Total 
Number 
of hfg 

Scattered 

54 
108 
162 

49 
98 

140 

41 
81 

122 

31 
61 
91 

22 
43 
64 

9 
18 
27 
35 

8 
10 
23 
31 

6 
16 
21 
31 

3 
21 
33 
37 

Number 
of 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 
3 
4 

1 
2 
3 
4 

1 
3 
4 
0 

1 
10 
16 
18 

Weighted 
Error for 
Pt Scat
tering* 

0.36 
0.090 
0.041 

0.53 
0.090 
0.057 

0.58 
0.13 
0.067 

2.2 
0.67 
0.20 

3.0 
0.70 
0..34 

17. 
4.4 
1.9 
1.1 

23. 
5.1 
2.2 
1.3 

45. 
5.8 
3.2 
1.4 

68. 
1.6 
0.28 
0.12 

Weighted 
Error for 
Pl Scat
tering!' 

0.52 
0.13 
0.061 

0.84 
0.15 
0.092 

0.95 
0.20 
0.093 

3.7 
0.96 
0.34 

4.6 
1,1 
0.51 

22. 
5.8 
2.6 
1.4 

28. 
6.4 
2.8 
1,6 

54. 
8.2 
4.6 
2.0 

82. 
2.6 
0.50 
0.21 

• The weighted error in the Po scattering from source ufg J is 

W - 0 

( % error in ufg N\ O" 
for Fo scattering / '^^^J-^-'+f 

''^The weighted error in the P i sc:itleriiig from source ufg J is 

(% error in vfg N\ i-™ 
for Pl scattering / *^'h^J+ff 
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In the final analysis, the number of hfg per ufg to be used for the different materials in the calculation of the elastic 
transfer matrices will be dependent on the testing of the new MC^-2 code. The efi'ect of the number of hfg per ufg on 
the values of the broad group cross sections and reactivity will determine how small this number can be without com
promising the accuracy of the new code. 

HEAVY M A S S APPROXIMATION 

The numerical studies summarized above indicate that the number of hfg per ufg required to obtain an accurate 
value of the transfer matrix depend on both the anisotropy of scattering and the mass of the scatterer. Since heavy 
nuclei can scatter a neutron only a few ultrafine groups, it is possible to derive semi-analytic expressions which maj' 
be used in place of Eqs. (10)-(12) to obtain accurate transfer matrices for all orders of anisotropy with a minimum 
of computational time. 

The (th Legendre component of the elastic transfer from group J to group K is defined as 

'^LJLI I rlu ( du'P,(p)Mu)e-'''-'' E 4irB':jPn(p') 
_cr__h JK : _ (j3) 

/ du <i>i(u) 

where 
0({t() = Uh Legendre component of the flux 

p = cosine of scattering angle in the laboratory systen 

(A" 4- l)e^~ - (A" - l)e'^~ 

p = cosine of scattering angle in the center of mass system 

^ (A" -I- 1 ) V - ' - (A" ' -h 1) 
2A'» 

and all other variables have been defined previously. The integration limits of the source ( / ) and sink (K) groups, 
which depend on the group lethargy width and the mass of the scatterer, have been given by several authors. If 
the notation ( ) is chosen to designate a suitable average over the source group, Eq. (13) may be written 

„ ' " = " (14) 
'''"^•' Au{<t>,j) 

Ai" ^ (•2t + 1) ( l ! L ± I 2 f du [ du' P,(p)P,i{p')e~"''-'", (15) 
•' a" JJ JK 

where 
Au = group lethargy width. 

The (th Legendre component of the total scattering cross section for group J may be obtained by integrating Eq. (l.^i) 
over all sink groups. Let q be defined as the maximum lethargy gain per coUision: 

o - ^ l n - ^ — . (16) 
1 — a"* 

Integration of Eq. (15) over all sink groups gives 

AZ = (2fA- DAuTLia-), (17) 

where 

r;„(„") ^ Iz^' (^!i_Ll) £ " ,m u'PtU U)]P.IP'( U)] ( - U ) (is) 

U ^ u — u. 

Equation (18) is simply the 'T function which has been investigated by Anister.' Noting that Ton = 5„ , substitution 
ofEq. (17) into Eq. (14) for the < = 0 component gives the identity 



402 IV. Reactor Compulation Methods and Theory 

»•" _ . (Baj<t>oj) (19) 

The general matrix element -i'Z-.x depends through the integration limits in Eq. ( lo) on the ratio l^u/q" which gives 
the number of groups scattered by material m. These general matrix elements may be expressed in terms of a function 
similar to the T function of Eq. (18). As an example of the derivation, consider the element .l»"^j+, if the group 
lethargy width and maximum lethargy gain per collision are such that a neutron may be scattered through a maximum 
of three groups: 

In this case Eq. (15) has the form 

(2(-\- 1) ^ / du 1 du Pt(p)P„(p ) 
2 -'".r+a-g'" •'"j+a 

(20) 

where Uj corresponds to the lethargy at the bottom of ultrafine group / . Changing variables to C/ = w — u and 
reversing the order to integration we have 

A'" ( 2 f + l ) 
(2» + 1) 

2 r "^r 
• ' • ' f j - l —a"" • 'Ur-i-n —U 

dU Pt(p)P, '"("') (-S) 

(21). 

and performing the inner integral 

•ii%j*. = (2f + l)|2A«[f'?„(a", 2A!,) - ??„(«", s'")] + [f ;„(a", 2A») - fKct", q")]], 

where 

f;.(.^.) = '-if^-^^j:<'u u'Pt(p)p„(p') {- %). 
I t is obvious from Eqs. (18) and (19) that 

n „ ( a " , 8") = r j „ ( a " ) . 

In Table IV-8-II expressions are presented for the matrix elements A ' „ "_^ for several ?'",/A« ratios. Note that Eq 
('20) is appUcable to all materials of mass 240 > A" > 161 for the MC^ group width AM = 1/120. 

Although the function T'tn does not in general satisfy a heav.v mass expansion, since it need be calculated only 
once for a given A " and AM, it may be calculated directly from a high order quadrature of h]q. (21). In Table IV-8-III 

TABLE IV-8-II. HEAVY MASS MATRIX ELEMENTS Ai(J -^ K) 

K 

J 
J -h 1 
y -h 2 

J -\-3 

J 
J -1-1 
J -)- '2 

J 
J -1- 1 

Group Width 
Mass 

Hi < An < Hg 

Hg < Au < 9 

Au > q 

~^l-iUj^K) 

AuT°,,(a,Au) -t- f;.(<«,All) 
2Al,|r;,(a,2Au) - T°t,(a,Au)] -f f;„(a,2Au) - 2T'i„(a,Au) 
3AuT°t,(a) -f 3';,.(a) - 2r',„(<,,2Au) -1- T)ja,Au) 

- AuHT°t„ (a,2Au) - r;.(a,A!,)l 
-2Au7';.(<,) - T't„(a) -f 2Ai,7';„(o,2AH) -(- 7';„(<«,2AM) 

AuT°t,(a,Au) + T]„(aAu) 
2AuT°t,{a) -)- r't,{a) - 2AuT't,(a,Au) - 2f; ,(c,Au) 
-T',,(a).- AuT''t„(a) + Aur;.(a,A.i) -H T'„(a,Au) 

AuTUa) + Tl(a) 
-T)j.a) 
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TABLE IV-8-III . Pu-239 ELASTIC SCATTERING MATKI.K ELEMENTS, (^°,i/<r'„)j~K 
(Au = 1/120) 
(EJ = 6.116 MeV) 

E T 0 G 
Heavy Mass Approx. 

K 

J 

3.49/9.64 
3.52/9.72 
3.50/9.65 

J-t- 1 

0.724/0.750 
0.714/0.733 
0.725/0.766 

/ - I - 2 

0.12a/-0,240 
0,127/-0.239 
0.127/-0.239 

/ - I - 3 

0.499 X lO-V-0.134 X IO"' 
0.624 X lO-V-0.179 X IO"' 
0.601 X lO-V-0.177 X 10-' 

" This calculation used 20 hfg per ufg using the method described in this paper. 

the results of calculations using Eq. (14) and the matrix elements of Table IV-8-II are compared with ET0G results 
and the previously discussed numerical algorithm using 20 hfg per ufg. Once the matrix elements A„ j_^ have been 
calculated, the calculation using Eq. (14) is of course significantly faster than a numerical integration of Eq. (13). 
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IV-9. Calculat ion of Heterogeneous Fluxes and Reactivity Worths 

W. M. STACEY, J R . 

An iterative perturbation method for calculating the 
change in eigenvalue between a heterogeneous and a 
homogeneous model of a reactor cell, and for obtaining 
the spatial flux and importance distribution in tlie 
heterogeneous cell, was proposed several years ago by 
Storrer, et al.' This method is based on collision prob
ability theory, and incorporates the assumption that 
only the collision probabilities (not cross sections or 
compositions) change between the homogeneous and 
heterogeneous models. In a later paper,- Khairallah and 
Storrer proposed a first-order perturbation estimate of 
the eigenvalue in a cell model which differs from a 
reference model in cross sections and compositions as 
well as collision probabilities. This estimate is based 
on the flux and importance .solutions for the reference 
model. No method for calculating the heterogeneous 
flux and importance or obtaining higher-order estimates 
of the eigenvalue were given for this latter case. 

Methods such as these are useful for calculating 
reactivity worths associated with heterogeneities, 
composition changes, and temperature (Doppler and 
thermal expansion) changes in the central regions of 
large reactors. The methods could also be used to 
compute spatially averaged group constants, account

ing for heterogeneities, fo be used in a gross-region-
homogenized reactor calculation. The CALHET code,^ 
which is used in the analysis of heterogeneities in the 
ANL critical assemblies, utilizes these methods. 

A similar, but more general, iterative solution 
technique has been derived in a variational theory 
context. In this new theory, which reduces to the pre
vious theory when the assumptions of the latter are 
invoked, the heterogeneous flux and eigenvalue may be 
obtained when the cross sections and/or compositions, 
as well as the collision probabilities, vary between the 
homogeneous and heterogeneous models. This generali
zation extends the applicability of the theory to several 
cases of interest (e.g. when the narrow resonance 
absorption is treated with equivalence theory in the 
homogeneous model). 

The results of this work have been published in the 
technical literature.'' 
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Void and Doppler Reactivity Coefficients in Fast Reactors 3. F. L. Fillmore, The CALHET-2 Heterogeneous Perturbation 
and Critical Assemblies, with Heterogeneity Taken Into Theory Code and .Application to ZPR-3-48, AI-69-13 (1969). 
Account, Proc, Intern. Conference on Fast Critical Ex- 4. W. M. Stacey, Jr. , Calculation of Heterogeneous Fluxes and 
periments and Their Analysis, ANL-7320, 394 (1966). Reactivity Worths, Nucl. Sci. Eng. 42, 233 (1970). 

IV-10. Continuous Slowing-Down Theory for the Elastic Moderation of Neutrons 

W. if. STACEY, JH. 

I t is rather curious that continuous slowing-down (CSD) theory, the basic assumptions of which make it appro
priate for mixtures of heavy and intermediate atomic mass nuclei, has not been developed more fully for the treat
ment of elastic moderation of neutrons in a fast-reactor assembly. DriscoU' used the CSD formalism with parameters 
which could be fit to otlier results to characterize fast-reactor spectra. Dunn^ extended this work, using composite 
moderating parL\meters which can be evaluated directly from the nuclear data. In both cases, inelastic as well as 
elastic scattering properties were included in the definition of the moderating parameters. 

In this paper, new prescriptions for the composite moderating parameters of the Goertzel-Greuling theory' are 
derived from first principles. These new parameters are demonstrated to lead to accurate flux solutions, even in the 
presence of strong, wide, and intermediate scattering resonances where the original Goertzel-Greuling theory is inap
propriate. 

For a homogeneous medium, with isotropic elastic scattering, the neutron balance equation may be written 

^(u)4>(u) = S(u) -4- E f" du' ^.i(u')<i>(.u') -^ 
i J u - l n d / a v ) 1 

(1) 

where S is the source due to fission, inelastic scattering, etc., and the summation is over the different type nuclei 
present. 'Zsi is the macroscopic elastic scattering cross section of isotope i. The elastic slowing-down density is defined 
as 

E f" s.,(«')«(»') P°'"' ~ °̂ 1 q(u) ^ E 2.,(« )«(« ' ) - , -' • (2) 

The Goertzel-Greuling approximation may be obtained by an approximation in Eq. (2) : 

Z,i(u')(l,(u') « S . J (M)0(M) -f {u - u) -^ li:.i(ii)(t>{u)], u > u' > u - ]n ( l / a j ) (3) 
du 

for each nuclear species. This leads to the result 

djM ^ _ IIMILIM] („) + iW^WxW ^̂  
du M(u) M(u) 

, , q(u) -h i(u)S(u) , . 

*^"^ = M(^) ' '^^ 

with 

M{u) = i{u)r,{u)^.{u) -h T(«)12(«) - S,(«)], (6) 

where f and 7 are the composite parameters of the Goertzel-Greuling theory, and TJ = 1 — dy/du. In most past ap
plications, i; = 1, and this formahsm will be denoted GG. Use of 7j(«) ^ I can lead to improved resiUts under certain 
conditions, as shown by Segev,' and this formalism will be referred to as EGG. 

If, instead of Eq. (3), the better appro-ximatiou 

S ( « ' ) < ^ ( M ' ) ! ^ Z(u),l>(u) -h (« ' - «) J^ [ S ( M ) 0 ( M ) 1 , U> U' > U - In (1 /a , ) (7) 

is made in each integral of Eq. (2), then Eqs. (4) through (6) are again obtained, but with 
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M{u) ^ l(u)X.(u) +y(u)lS{u) - 2 . ( M ) ] , (8) 

Cr \ rr \ I a{u)c(u) . , . ; / N I d(u) „ , _, , , ,,^. 
; (« ) = {(M) + -, , , T (M) = {(M) + r — T [ 1 + C(M) (9) 

e(M) e(u) 

l{u)^Zf du'^^l^^] 
i Ju-ln{ll„,) S ( « ) L 1 - Oi J 

a ( t i ) = E * « „ , , . (M - M —. , 
i J ^ - i n d / a , ) 2 ( « ' ) L 1 - a.- J 

( 10 ) 

(11 ) 

e(u) - E f" du' | i ^ (« ' - «) - ^ ^ , (12) 
1 - ' u - I n d / a , ) 2 ( U ) 1 — a ; 

, , _ V- r2 . , (u ) r , S . , (M' ) e"' " 1 

"̂̂  ^ ? L 2U) ~ A-.~a,.,. '̂ " 2(71 f ^ J C ( « ) - E i P r ' - du =p^ ^ , (13) 
i L 2 (« ) Ju-lnlil^i) 2 ( « ) 1 — a,-J 

with 7 in the numerator of E(|. (.'i) replaced by a/e, and with {i)2, in Eq. (4) replaced by fS. This formalism is 
referred fo as IGG. 

The flux spectra in typical fast-reactor mixtures were calculated with the three presciptions for moderating param
eters and compared with a direct numerical .solution of Eq. (1) obtained with R.\BBLE.* The new prescriptions 
(IGG) yielded an accurate solution which was superior to that obtained with either the GG or EGG formulations. 
The flux solution in the vicinity of the 27.9-keV resonance is shown in Fig. IV-10-1. 

The Greuliug-Goertzel (GG) approximation has been extended to include anisotropic center-of-mass scattering 
(CM I for a mixture of isotopes, with the moderating parameters expressed in terms of the moments of the scattering 
transference function Tu' discussed by Hurwitz and Zweifel.^'' This approximation reduces to the results obtained in a 
different manner by Amster' for the case of a single isotope. The improved GG approximation (IGG) has also been 
extended to include anisotropic CM scattering. 

The zeroth (^') and first (a') moments of the slowing-down kernel for isotope i, which define the moderating 
parameters of the GG approximation, are found to be 

e = -Z"\nt.,, «•• = E 4 ^ « ' . - - . (14) 
C O (T( f-o <r; 

% 
where a'l is the (th Legendre moment of the CM scattering cross section of isotope i. The GG moderating parameters 
for a mixture are constructed from 

s = E 2 . . i ' / 2 Z 2 , , - , 7 = E 2 " « ' / E 2 . . ? ' . (15) 

When anisotropic scattering is accounted for, the moderating parameters of the IGG theory, Eqs. (10) through (13), 
become 

-, ^ r ^ , Z.i(u') f+'""'"' „ ^ 2/* - h i a'i(u') p ^ , 2e°'-"' 
{ ti = E rfM „ , , , du 2^— J—TTPAMC)^ , (16) 

i J „ _ , „ ( ! / „ , ) 2 ( « ) J„ ;-o 2 a'llu ) 1 — at 
, ^ r ^,S.i(u'),, .['+'-"''•''', „s^'2(-\-la\(u') ^ , ,,2e"''"" . , , . 

a{u = E d.'u -—-rr (u - u) du' 2^ — j — ^ Pt(p,) , (17) 
i Ju- i»( i /» j ) 2(M ) J« (-0 2 a1(u ) 1 —CKi 

i L 2 ( « ) Ju-ud/o,) (-0 2 <(!*) 1 — aj 

r _, , 2. .(»') ^ 2f - H a'i(u') p , , 2 e " ' - " ] 
- / du 2_, — j - ^ Pi(p,) 

•"^.-ind/a,) 2 ( « ) (_0 2 <7-;(« ) 1 — (Xi\ 

., , ^ r ,,J,.i(u),, , , ^ 2 f - h l<ri(«') p , , 2e"'-" , , _ , 
e M) = E ; <*" „ / i\ ( " - " ) 2^ 7j ST-TT PAVC) , (19) 

i J„-ind/o,) 2 ( M ) i-o 2 O-;(M ) 1 — a,-
where Pi(pc) is the <'/ft Legendre polynomial of argument /J« = cosine of the scattering angle in CM. 

Making use of the heavy mass expansion for the Ta- given by Amster,* the isotopic parameters of Eqs. (14) may 

be written 

(18) 
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a' = B; 

a,) + 

(1 - a,y- -h i g . . . . , ^ ) ( i - « , ) " + . . . , 

(1 - «,)" + 

+ B'„ 

(20) 

(21) 

where A n and -BJ, are functions of the indicated arguments and 

fM 

The moderating i>arameters of the improved G(i approximation can be shown to have the same functional dependence 
upon the atomic mass and scattering moments. 

Because (1 — a^) ^ 0.01 for heavy elements and :^0.1 for Hght and intermediate elements, the moderating 
parameters ^ and 7 depend primarily upon the /" = 0, 1 and ( = 0, 1, 2 scattering moments, respectively. Thus, 
retention of the first few scattering moments suffices in evaluating the moderating parameters. This is in sharp con
trast to the multigroup treatment of elastic moderation wherein many higher-order .scattering moments must be re
tained to evaluate ultra-fine group scattering matrices. 

A series of calculations has been performed for mixtures typical of fast breeder reactors, using E N D F / B angular 
scattering data. Isotopic and mix ture-composite moderating parameters have been examined as a function of energy 
and the number of scattering moments retained. The moderating parameters ^ and y differ considerably from the 
parameters for isotropic scattering and vary dramatically with energy. Anisotropy is predominantly forward, which 
reduces the moderating parameters relative to their isotropic values, but at some energies it is predominantly back
wards, which increases the moderating parameters. This is illustrated in Fig. IV-10-2 by ^ and 7 for oxygen, which 
vary considerably aboiu their isotropic values of 0.1194 and 0.0S16, re.spectively. 

An advantage of a continuous slowing-down treatment of elastic moderation, relative to the group scattering matrix 
treatment, is that it is not necessary to compute scattering matrices or have available the flux in many higher energy 
groups to evaluate the elastic scattering source. Also, only the first few Legendre moments of the angular scattering 
distribution are needed in the former treatment, while many moments are required in the latter treatment. The IGG 
method will be provided as an option to treat elastic moderation in the improved fundamental mode spectrum code 
MC"-2 being developed at Argonne. 

More extensive expositions of this work, which describe numerical algorithms used in the computation of moderat
ing parameters and which give additional examples, have been pubhshed in Refs. 9-11. 
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IV-11. An Integra l -Attenuat ion Factor T r e a t m e n t of Resolved 
Narrow Resonance Absorption 

W. M. STACEY, J R . 

An approximate method for treating neutron reac
tion rates and moderation in the presence of narrow 
resonances was developed and shown to ^-ield accurate 
results for typical fast reactor mixtures. The method is 
applicable to the resolved resonance region, or to the 
entire resonance region when the unresolved resonances 
are represented by a statistical ladder of resolved 
resonances. 

The basic idea is to solve first for the "asymptotic" 
neutron slowing-down density, ignoring the presence of 
the resonances. Then the resonance absorption rate is 
computed for each resonance, starting with the highest 
energy resonance, u.sing the narrow resonance approxi
mation (with resonance interference corrections) and 
the flux obtained from the "asymptotic" slowing-down 
density and attenuated by absorption in higher energy 
resonances. (It is not necessary to compute the slowing-
down density at each resonance, because it is a slowly 
varjing quantity and can be accurately interpolated.) 
The resonance ab.sorption is then used to attenuate the 
"asymptotic" slowing-down density. 

Continuous slowing-down theory provides an ac
curate representation of the spectrum in fast reactor 
mixtures (.see Paper IV-10), and >-ields a relation be
tween the "asymptotic" slowing-down density q„(u) 
and the "asymptotic" flux <ti„,(u) of the form 

g,,(u) = M{u)<t>o,(u), (1) 

where M{u) is defined in terms of scattering and ab

sorption properties of the mixture, exclusive of the 
narrow resonances. 

The NRA-type expres.sion* for the detailed flux in 
the vicinitv of resonance r is 

4>(u) 
S(fe) 

S(M,) i- NMu) + T, Ar, '<r/W*"^" '^^" (2) 

where Qr is an attenuation factor to account for the 
effect of absorption in lower lethargy (higher energy) 
resonances. 2 is the total cross section exclusive of the 
narrow resonances, and Nr and a, are the concentration 
and total cross .section of resonance species r. Using 
Eqs. (1) and (2), the absorption rate in resonance r 
is approximated by 

A, = j du Nra„{u)<t>(u) 

.'^-Li+Ii^j*(li„e,)z(u,)'t^Or 
(3) 

M(u,) 
with 

J + H, 

where J is the conventional Doppler ./-function and 
H is an interference correction term which, in this 
study, includes contributions from nearest neighbors in 
each sequence. 

* This differs from the conventional NltA expression, in 
which ti>a,Qr is assumed to be unity. 

file:///ms1er
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The attenuation of the slowing-down density across 
a resonance is 

g(ur -\- Au) = q(Ur — Ati) — .4r 

= qa.(u,)Q,{\ - Pr] 

where 

(5) 

• + r.., 
'^' qa.(U,)Qr 

The factor Q, is 

J*(&,,e, Z ( M . ) 

M(u,) ' 

Qr n (1 -py. 

(6) 

(7) 

and the attenuated slowing-down density is related to 
the "asymptotic" slowing-down density by 

q(u) = q.,(u) n (1 - Pc), (8) 

which is reminiscent of the resonance escape formalism 
of thermal reactor physics. 

Resonance capture and fission rates and the attenu
ation of the slowing-down density by resonance absorp
tion, and the temperature dependence of these quanti
ties, have been computed for typical fast reactor mix
tures using the continuous slowing-down theory and the 

TAliLE IV-l l - I . CAPTUI{I-;-TO-FISSIOX RATIOS AT 
SOO^K AND 1000°K 

E„„/E„i„ , 
keV 

1.525/1.035 
0.510/0.347 

C ,F |» , -K 

a 
-J 
oa 
oa 
<r. 

2.202 
1.095 

Q 
rxi 

2.189 
1.066 

2.215 
1.047 

• i ( c / F ) ] - : ! ; 

R
A

B
B

L
E

 

0.406 
0.145 

C
SD

 

0.400 
0.146 

0.394 
0.149 

' Direct numerical solution. 
^ Method discussed in this paper. 
• Current MC code. 

above procedure. In most cases, l ']XDF/B parameters 
were u.sed for U-2.3S and parameters for Pu-2.39 were 
generated from the appropriate statistical distribu
tions. Agreement with a direct numerical solution,' in 
which detail of the resonance cross sections and the fltix 
were treated explicitly, was generally as good or better 
than was obtained by an ]\IC calculation. An example 
is given in Table IV-l l-I in which the resonance parame
ters were constructed from Schmidt's tabulation.' 
More extensive comparisons have been published else
where. 

In addition to being accurate and fast computation
ally, the method is quite flexible, and lends itself well 
to the generation of multigroup resonance cross sec
tions. Because the "asymptotic" solution is independent 
of the narrow resonances, the effects of temperature 
and self-shielding variations can be studied by re
computing J , hence p,, without needing to recompute 
q^3 . The standard definition of a broad group cross sec
tion can readily be evaluated in terms of the J*, as dis
cussed in Paper IV-6. 

This method will be employed to compute resolved 
resonance effects in the improved fundamental mode 
iIC'-2 code. 
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I V - 1 2 . G e n e r a l M u l t i g r o u p a n d S p e c t r a l S y n t h e s i s E q u a t i o n s 

W. i l . STACEY, JR. 

Since their introduction, the multigroup neutron 
diffusion equations' have been apphed to a wide variety 
of problems in reactor physics. Definition of appropriate 
group-averaged nuclear constants has been identified as 
a crucial aspect of the calculation, particularly in prob
lems for which the neutron energy spectrum is known 
to be spatially or time dependent. Numerous prescrip

tions for these group-averaged nuclear constants have 
evolved, all of which are based upon some type of 
weighted average of the energy-dependent nuclear 
data over the energy interval of the group. Various 
choices of the weighting fiuictions have been proposed 
(e.g., "flux" weighting which weights with an estimate 
of the energy-dependent flux). 
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Although the use (implicit, if not explicit) of differ
ent weighting functions in different spatial regions is 
common practice, and the use of time-varying weight
ing functions can be motivated by physical considera
tions, the use of spatially and time-dependent weighting 
functions for defining group-averaged nuclear constants 
has not been systematically investigated. (The varia
tional derivation of multigroup equations by Henry,^ 
using different spectral trial functions in different spatial 
regions suggests that some additional terms may turn 
up, although Buslik's work^ suggests that such terms 
might be eliminated by appropriate choice of trial func
tions and variational functional.) 

The primary purposes of this work were to system
atically derive multigroup equations with spatially and 
time-dependent weighting functions used in defining 
group-averaged nuclear constants and to investigate the 
mathematical properties of these generahzed equations. 
Because the algorithms used for numerical computation 
are based on discrete approximations for the spatial 
and time dependence, the derivation and investigation 
of mathematical properties were carried through the 
hierarchy of discretizations leading from the lethargy-
dependent Pl equations to the finite-difference (in space 
and time) multigroup diffusion equations. 

In the derivations, straightforward "weight-and-
integrate" procedures were employed, rather than the 
equivalent, but more elegant, variational methods. The 
advantage of the former relative to the latter is a greater 
clarity as to the physical significance of the various ap
proximations. 

The spectral synthesis* approximation,^ an alterna-

• The approximation referred to above as spectral-synlhesis 
is sometimes referred to as the overlapping-group method. 
This latter is something of a misnomer. 

five to the multigroup approximation, was also derived 
using spatially and time-dependent expansion modes 
and weighting functions. This derivation, and concur
rent investigation of mathematical properties, parallels 
the formally similar development for the multigroup 
equations. 

New terms are introduced by the space- and time-
dependence of the weighting spectra. The new lerms 
do not alter the usual posltivity properties associated 
with the discrete multigroup kinetics equations, pro
vided that certain conditions are satisfied. Conditions 
were also estabhshed which are sufficient to insure that 
the discrete representation is adjoint consistent; i.e. 
the discrete representation of the adjoint equation is 
mathematically adjoint to the discrete representation 
of the direct equation. 

Conditions were also established for the adjoint con
sistency of the discrete representation of the spectral 
synthesis approximation. The type of positivity argu
ment made for the multigroup equations was shown to 
be invalid for the spectral synthesis efjuations. 

The results of this work have been published.^ 
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IV-13. Appl icat ions of Spectral Synthes i s to Fast-Reactor Dynamics 

W. M. STACEY, JR. 

Calculation of detailed neutron flux spectra by syn
thesizing precomputed trial spectra was first suggested 
by Calame and Federighi' for the computation of spa
tially-dependent thermal spectra. This method was 
applied to compute spatially dependent static neutron 
spectra in fast reactors initially by Murley,'' Stacey,^ 
and Storrer and Chaumont.'' Recent refinements, ex
tensions, and studies of the method for static calcula
tions have been reported by Murley and WiUiamson,^ 

Vaughn, Rose and Hausknecht, Neuhold and Ott, and 
Lancefield.^ These studies indicate that the method has 
considerable promise, but that the lack of positivity 
properties can sometimes lead to difficulty in obtaining 
the proper solution with conventional numerical tech
niques. 

Potentially, the most promising apphcation of the 
method is to fast-reactor dynamics, where spectral 
shift effects associated with composition and tempera-
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ture changes play an important role. It appears that a 
relatively large number of groups may be necessary to 
adequately represent these effects in a standard multi-
group calculation, which implies that, all else being 
equal, dynamics calculations will be considerably more 
costly for fast reactors than for thermal reactors. This 
would seem particularly true for space-dependent 
dynamics calculations. However, if the neutron spec
trum could be accurately synthesized from two or three 
trial spectra, then fast-reactor dynamics calculations 
would involve approximately the same amount of com
putational effort as is presently required in thermal-
reactor dynamics calculations. 

The mathematical formulation of the s[)ectral syn
thesis method, in which the lethargy dependence of the 
neutron flux and current are expanded in known func
tions of lethargy which may vary in space and time, was 
developed for the Pi representation of the reactor dy
namics equations. Results of simulated sodium-voiding 
transients, with and without Doppler feedback, indi
cate that the spectral synthesis method may be sig
nificantly more accurate than few-group methods of 
comparable computational complexity for fast-reactor 
dynamics calculations. The theoretical development and 
the numerical results have been published in the tech
nical literature. ' 

* Compared to the two or three groups used in thermal-re
actor dynamics calculations. 
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IV-14. S o m e Variational Models for Flux Synlhes i s in Space-Time 

W. L. WooDKUFF and V. Luco 

INTRODUCTION 

In order to develop an approximate method which accoimts for the spatial changes during a transient and which can 
be used economically, much attention has focused on the use of discontinuous variational models.''^ The discontinuous 
models, which have been proposed for space and space-time synthesis, are not without certain difficulties.^-* 

Here a model is proposed which reflects a consistent apphcation of the semidirect method of the calculus of varia
tions and various suggested improvements. The spatial interface difficulties are ehminated in the manner suggested 
by Luco and Woodruff^ and the temporal mterface difficulties noted by Becker* are similarly resolved. Other versions 
of the basic model are also presented. 

PROPOSED FUNCTIONALS 

The basic functional has the form 

J ibi*, n, C:, C„] = E £^ dR E l^ dt ^u*V-' ^ + Vu* • DVu + u*[A - (1 - ^)xF\u - E U * X , X A ] 

+ E \ct ^ + C\C, - C:/3,fw] | + E / ^ dt\j^ dSn • IWiVutD^ % H 
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+ (1 - •yi)Vu*DJl(u^ - w_) + (ul - «*)[7,D+V«+ + (1 - 7i)0-Vu_] 

+ 73 / dS{y2U*yu - (1 - y2)lu*D^u + (VW*£))M] j 
•"sr J 

+ 'Z I dRL*{-\-)V-%(-\-)-u(-)]i.„ + lu*V~Hu-f)]i^„-\f*V-'u],.i, 

+ E K ( + )[C,( + ) - C , ( - ) ] , . „ + (C:(C, - »,)], .„ - \ylC^,.ij\ 

4 U 

(1) 

Here the reactor volume haw been sectioned into regions Rk with internal interfaces denoted as Sini. , and the time 
interval has been divided into subintervals ri at the points It. The admissible functions M* and u may be discontinu
ous in both space and time, and C,^ and Cjx may be discontinuous in time. The functions are, however, continuous and 
differentiable over Rk and n . The subscripts ± denote hmiting values of the functions at the internal interfaces S,„,. , 
and the arguments ( ± ) represent limiting values at the time interfaces U . Sr represents the external boundary of 
the reactor. 

The choice of admissible functions which render the functional stationary will be denoted as 0*, </>, C* and C„ . Thus, 
the Euler-Lagrange equations for this functional consist of the following system of equations; 

id<t, 

at 
V-D^cf - [.4 - (1 - 0)xF]<t. + £ Kx/', 

and 

ac^ ^ 
at 

-X/ 'M + ^„F«, 

in each volume Rk and time interval rt. 

<t>-

D+V<t>+n 

1 , 2 , •••,M, 

71 = 0, 1, 

t each internal spatial interface. 

at each temporal interface t 
The initial conditions are 

and 

CV(+) CA-) 

D^Vtl>^-n 

) = «(-) 
1,2, ,M, 

(2) 

C, ff/i, = 1,2, ,M. 

The external boundary conditions are: 

for 73 = 0 

for 73 = 1 

DVijin 1 r = 0; 

0 1 r = 0, 72 = 0 

[DV(^-A + 7<̂ ]r = 0, 72 = 1 

and a similar set of equations for the adjoint problem. 
Thus, this variational formulation of space-dependent neutron kinetics theory is well posed. The first two equations 

in Eqs. (2) are just the neutron diffusion equation and the corresponding precursor equation, where the notation 
and symbols here are tho.se used in multigroup diffusion theory." The next four ecjuations are the appropriate con-

http://tho.se
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tinuity conditions. The multiplier 71 is a numerical parameter which is assigned only values of 0 or 1 at the spatial 
interfaces. The functions / and (/, represent the initial flux and the pth precursor distributions respectively. The 
functions/* and q* would represent the corresponding final value distribution for the adjoint problem. The last three 
equations illustrate the various choices of external boundary conditions allowed based ou the values assigned to the 
numerical parameters 72 and 73 (Oor 1), where the factor 7 fixes the hnear extrapolation distance in the last equation. 
Thus, the functional of Eq. (1) also variationally imposes boundary value and initial-final value conditions; that is, 
the class of admissible functions need not satisfy fixed end point conditions in either space or time. 

^'arious alternate formulations can also be proposed. Two such examples will now be presented as Ji and J3 : 

JAu*,u,v*,v] = E f i '« E / ' " \u*V^' ^ - v*-/)-'v - V*-VH - V«*-v + u*{A - xF)u\ 

-T.f<lt( dS n • j [TIVJ + ( \ - 7I1V*](M+ - «_) -I- (ul - M*)[7iV+ (3) 

-f ( 1 - T ) V _ ] 1 + E \ dli\u*(A-)V-\u(A-) -u{-)\\,.ii 

Jlu*,u,a,&\ = E f f ' R E f ' ' ' F H * ! ' " ' ^ ' + V«*-i)VH + M*(.4 - xF)u\ 

+ Y. I ''' ( 'IS la(u+ - u.) + (ul - u*)l3] (4) 
I ''rt •^Si„i_ 

+ E f ''ff !«*( + )r"'[«( + ) -«(-)lK-,„ 
k .'Uk 

where for simplicity delayed neutron, boundary, and initial-final value terms have been neglected. The functional 
J2 is a first order form in the sense that the stationarit\' conditions include the first order form of the prompt neutron 
diffusion equations. This functional is similar in form to a time dependent version of the original Selengut-Wachspress 
(S-\V) functional,' but here a 71 = J^ choice is not an allowed value for y i . The functional J3 is exacth- a time de
pendent form of the functional proposed by Buslik, where a and /3 are undetermined Lagrange multipliers. 

The three functionals presented here, while quite similar in some respects, differ in the number and choice of func
tions required and in the treatment of the spatial interface contributions. The functional Ji ior prompt neutrons 
only, requires admissible functions in only u* and u, while J2 requires admissible vector functions v* and v as well 
and J J requires a choice for the Lagrange multipliers a and (3. In the treatment of the spatial interface contributions, 
the vector functions v± and v± of J2 are replaced by Z>±r»± and Vii^n^. in the functional Ji . This identification is 
consistent with the diffusion theory approximation j = —DV<t>. The multipliers a and S of J3 are also variationally 
related to the neutron current and its adjoint at the interfaces. The same temporal interface treatment is used in 
each of the three functionals. 

SYNTHESIS APPLICATIONS 

In this section we will illustrate the application of the functionals J i , J2 and Js to combined space-time flux 
synthesis, where the admissible functions in the direct and adjoint quantities may be simultaneously discontinuous 
at spatial and temporal interfaces without producing problems of overdetermination in the number of interface 
conditions specified. The choice of temporal interface weighting will also reflect the proper initial and final value 
nature of the chrect and adjoint problems. 

For the functional Ji, the synthesis expansions for « and u* in each fc, (th synthesis "region" can be chosen as 
«*( 1 

u',{.v,y,2,t) = Z H',d-c,y) Zl{z,t) 

uT{x,y,z,i) = j:,Z',*{,,t)H'',*(x,y) 
(5) 

Here the functions // ' ,*(.T,I/) and H''ii(x,y) are known sets of trial functions, and Z'',*(z,t) and Z'',i{z,t) are undeter
mined mixing functions in the synthesis variables z and t. The functions C, and C* are expanded in terms of the 
same sets of trial functions as 
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C:,(r,t) = T.FHl<(x,v)t„i(z,t) 
i = l 

Cinr,t)= Z&ti(z,t)mt(x,y)x, 
t = i J 

where jjii(s,0 and ?„ii(z,0 are undetermined mixing functions. 
For this model, the resulting Euler-Lagrange eciuations for the direct problem are 

.k az,(z,t) e ( k aZt\ , , a ji yk , v '*' s' t'-

A„ - ^ ^ - - i^D, ^ ) + (p, - H,, )Zi + ^ - I3,.,i {,, 

h "̂'•" \}s^ ^ ^" '̂'1 " '̂•"̂ '' " = 1' 2, • • •, .1/, for each volume Rk and interval T( . 
At the spatial interface z = Zk 

..r/k+l n'jk 
-trk.k-^l,.. OLi yk a/ji 
Nl t-t) — Ul -— az az 

Tl = 1, 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

D*:-t-i yjt -s-k-ri,k, . a/jc 

az az ) 

Tl = 0; 

at the temporal interface ( = U 

A k ryk . k nrk 

l+l.l+l r^t+1 — A f + 1 , ; Al 

011.1+1.1+1 ir.l-n = 3 p . ( + l , ( flit , P = 1 , 2 , 

The initial conditions at t = (o are 
Afiz; 

^0l.i,!:li = Gil, 1,2, • ,»1 / , 

and boundary condition options for fc = 1 and/or fc = K are 

az', 
az 

0, T3 = 0, 

Z? = 0, T2 = 0 and Ts = 1, 

B J ^ ' -1- 7 QX = 0, 72 = 1 and 73 = 1 

az 
l\ is a column vector with iVw elements \Z,\i. 
ifi and Pt are jYtt X Nlu matrices with elements 

\D%i = [ dA / /?* DtiHlj 
J A 

[p'/]., = £ dAlM'tflv-n,, V - AH -t (I - l3)xFki + E l3,X,FkA H\i 

f\ and 6J,i are iVi.i element eohimn vectors with elements 

[F\\. = j^dAH't* V7\f 

[GU> = { dAH\*xa., P = l,2,---,M. 

(10) 

(11) 

(12) 

(13) 

(14) 

(15) 

(16) 

(17) 

(18) 
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Oj is an Nki X Nu matrix with elements 

IQ'],, = j^dAH't* Hi. (19) 

3j,„ is an Nkr X -V*. matrix with elements 

l^^r.lo = (3„ f ifcl N'r* X, FuH'lj , r,s = (,(-^-1, (20) 
J A 

where ,3 has the usual definition 

/5 = E ,3, and ^ . = E iS ' ." . 
^ = 1 M=i 

X(H-) and X{ —) are yV ;̂ X Nqc matrices with elements 
t t 

[^r"( + )].7 = /^ rf-l Iff* D,+i.t H-,i (21) 

UYr'(-)],; = j dAHfD,tH',i, (22) 

where p,(/ = fc,fc -t- l(;i ^ 5). 
AJ., is an jVi, X N^, matrix with elements 

[A',.]., = £ f'-l ff" l^r.' < • , (23) 

where r,s = t.,1 -\- \. 
A similar set of equations in Zt can be obtained, but will not be considered here. 

The system of equations in Z) and ^ / with appropriate initial and boundary conditions can now be solved for the 
undetermined mixing functions. The approximate synthesis flux is then given by [the first equation in Eqs. (5)] 

*5(r,0 ^ ilHli ix,y)Z)i{z,t) , (24) 
1 = 1 

where Zn = Zu represent the solution of the system of equations for a stationary functional. 
The system of Eqs. (7)-(1.5) reflect entirely proper choices of interface conditions in number and kind at both 

the .spatial and temporal interfaces. Equation (11) gives the proper choice of weighting of w*(-|-) (or Ii\l\,i) for 
an initial-value problem. The expression provides Nr,t+i values tor the Nt,,+i unknowns Z't+i at J = tJ" in terms of 
the Nu known functions Zt at / = U (the zt superscripts indicate limiting values at the interface). This condition 
thus provides the "initial" conditions Z\+i(z,il) for the solution over the ( -f \sl subinterval in terms of the known 
values of Z\{z,t1) from the !th subinterval. A choice of weighting of «*( —) (or Ft*,), while pn.s.sible, would restrict 
the problem to cases where Nk.t+i = -Vi.t, i.e., the same number of trial functions would be required in each sub-
interval. A choice of «*( —) weighting, however, would be proper for the final-value adjoint problem and is in fact 
the choice produced by the use of the functionals proposed. Equation (12) exhibits the same choice of weighting 
and the initial-final value nature of the precursor-like problem. 

Equations (9) and (10) are each proper choices of spatial interface conditions for the choices of 71 = 1 and 71 = 0, 
respectively. For a given problem, only one choice of 71 (either 0 or 1) can be made at each interface. It is important 
to note at this point that all other choices ot 71 will yield an overdetermined problem. For example, the choice of 
Tl = J4 «ould give both of the sets ot conditions specified in Eqs. (9) and (10) and exactly the problem noted by 
Buslik.' 

Clearly, Eqs. (9) and (10) represent two different sets of conditions in terms of the choice of weighting functions 
used at the interfaces. The continuity of flax-type expression of Eqs. (9) is weighted by the adjoint function Vii'Z) 
from the negative side of the interface, while the continuity of current-type expression is weighted bv u* from the 
plus side of the interface. Equations (10) represent the opposite choice of weighting. In both cases, there is a "mixed" 
weighting in the two conditions; however there exists no clear choice of "mixed" weighting which is preferred in 
analogy to the time treatment. At this point it is important to note that a complete asymmetric weighting has not 
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been considered. I t can be shown that tor synthesis applications these choices restrict one to the use of the same 
number of trial functions in each spatial region, while the "mixed" choices of weighting do not make this restriction. 

For the functional J2 , the additional expansions required for v and v* can, in theory, utilize a completely inde
pendent set of trial functions. However, in practice'* use is made of the same set as used in Eqs. (5), and can have 
the form 

!^kt :.lTk 

vU.r,t) ^ Z Dki-^'e'ii(z,t) 
i= l OX 

vUr,t) = Z Dk,-^ rii.(z,t) 
i- l ay 

v\.(r,t) = E D„ //?, ft.{z,t) 

(25) 

\rith corresponding expressions for the adjoints. With such a choice, one can show that the Euler-Lagrange equations 
obtained are identical to those obtained for Ji, and the following identities are established: 

and 

u(z,t) = 

l5(2,0 = 

t\(z,t) = 

-zKz,^) 

-Z''t(z,t) 

az) 
az' 

(26) 

Thus, the same approximate .synthesis flux is obtained [Eq. (24)] for this model. 
In the synthesis apphcation ot the functional J3, additional expansions are required in the Lagrange multipliers, 

and the expansions at the point z = Zk can be expressed as 

a(x,y,t) 

&(x,y,i) 

"kl 

Za*(t)G)*(x,y) 
i = l 

"kl 

E GUx,y)}J'ti(t) , 

(27) 

where the trial functions G'l* and G\i are in general unrelated to the trial functions Hu and Hu . Here, a and 0 are 
expanded in terms of Nki functions consistent with Eqs. (.̂ ) for the fcth region; however, one could equally well 
choose Nk+i,t expansions consistent with the fc + \st region. 

The Lagrange multipliers are initially arbitrary but are, in fact related variationally to the normal component 
of the currents at each interface z = Zt. Thus, it seems reasonable to choose expansion functions tor these multipliers 
which are related to those used in Eqs. (5). This also reduces the variety ot trial functions required. With such a 
choice, identities for the undetermined functions aff and fc?, can be found which are similar to those of Eqs. (26). 

It has been estabhshed' that the choice of expansions 

a(x,y,t) 

ff(x,y,t: 

"kl ^yk* 

Z-^HllDki 
i=I OZ 

= E/)..ff'.f^' 
1=1 az 

(28) 

gives the same interface conditions as those for 71 = 0 [Eqs. (10)]. While the choice 

a(x,y}) 

»(x,y,t) 

"k + i.t a 7 ' + l * 

i=i az 

"k + \,t n^k 

E Dk+i.iH-tt'^-^ 
fc+1 

(29) 

gives the same interface conditions for 71 = 1 (Eqs. (9)]. The Euler-Lagrange equations for these choices are then 
again identical to those for ./i , and the same synthesis flux results. 

file:///rith
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CONCLUSIONS AND OBSERVATIONS 

Although the equivalence of the three proposed functionals can be demonstrated for a given set of trial functions 
in a synthesis application, it is important to note that this equivalence is not general. In theory, in the functionals 
Jl [Eq. (3)] and J, [Eq. (4)] one is free to make arbitrary choices for the admissible functions i) and v and the mul-
tipfiers a and /3 which are independent of the choices for «* and u. In this sense the functional Ji [Eq. (1)] is more 
restrictive, since it allows onl.\- a choice in the functions u* and u. However, v and v, as well as a and (3 are physically 
related to the functions « and u. 

In each of these expansion choices for / . and J3 , the relation between the current- and flux-type expressions sat
isfies the Pick's law form, J = —DTip. While other choices may be made, these choices are most consistent with the 
diflusion theory model for which the functionals were proposed. The choices reflect not only the physical nature of 
these quantities, but impose, a priori, those conditions which are only variationally imposed in general. 

The form, Ji , imphcitly removes this ambiguity in the choice of trial functions for the current by forcing the 
choice to be that defined by Tick's law. Since the quahty of the approximate flux is strongly dependent on the choice 
of good trial functions, the choosing of trial functions in a manner consistent with the diffusion theory model is a 
iweferred choice. Such a choice is assured by the use of the form J i , and the problem of choosing good trial functions 
is reduced to one of choosing trial functions only in the functions u and u. 

Some general observations can also be made concerning a comparison of these proposed functionals with those 
currently in use. The usual forms''^'* each utilize expansions w-hich jield a finite difference form of Euler-Lagrange 
equations. In these models the numerical algorithm is fixed by the form of expansions chosen. Each of the proposed 
new functions, however, can give Euler-Lagrange equations in an analytic form. The partial diff'erential equations 
can then be solved in a variety of ways completely independent of the form of the expansion used. Since these equa
tions differ from the multi-group neutron diffusion equations, the same numerical methods may not be the most suit
able. 

A simple test code, SYNTEST, has been developed based on a finite dift'erence representation of the system of 
Eqs. (7)-(24). The numerical model generates a 2D-time dependent synthesis solution for the direct flux in two 
energy groups using expan.sions [Eqs. (.5) and (6)] with trial-weight functions in the radial (or x) dimension. The 
trial function library and the initial flux are computed with the use of the ID and 2D diffusion capabilities of the 
ARC system respectively, and the synthesis results are compared with the full numerical solution supplied by 
TWIGL." 

While the analytical development of the proposed functional and synthesis model is complete and general the scope 
of the numerical model used for testing is somewhat limited. The results obtained necessarily reflect these limitations, 
but the results are generally quite favorable. The algorithm and results are detailed in Ref. 9 and will not be pre
sented here. 

The full combined space-time discontinuous capability of the model has been tested. The perturbed region may be 
described by one set of trial functions, while the unperturbed region is described by another set, and the.se trial func
tion sets may be changed over different time intervals. Testing has also been carried out of both the 71 = 0 and 
7i = 1 choices of spatial interface w'eighting and the fixed forward weighting of the temporal interfaces. For cases 
in which spatial interface is chosen near the inierface for the perturbed and unperturbed regions, the choice of 71 is 
very important. The best results are obtained for a choice of 71 such that the weighting functions in the integral 
Xt'''{-{-) for the first conditions in either E(|S. (9) or Eqs. (10) are those typical of the unperturbed region. The 
switching of trial functions at some temporal interface presents no particular problem. 

The general validity of choosing the trial functions to bracket the shape change expected during a transient is 
demonstrated. The sa\ings in computing time over the full numerical solution is shghtly greater than a factor of 
three. This comparison, however, includes the computing time required to generate the trial function hbrary which 
is then available for subseiiuent problems. 

In general, little numerical work has been reported on practical appUcations of combined space-time variational 
synthesis methods and its value as a computational tool is yet to be reahzed. Its greatest potential probably rests 
in the synthesis of full 3D-time dependent fluxes, where a full numerical solution is impractical for each case of in
terest . Some experimental data or full numerical solutions' would still be needed as benchmarks to estabhsh the quality 
of the trial function hbrary to be used. Thus, synthesis can become a powerful tool for routine, systematic detailed 
investigations for reactor design, but confidence in these methods must be gained through a large amount of experi-

http://the.se
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IV-15. Formula t ions of Space-Energy-Time-Iterat ive Synthes is 

E. L. FULLER 

INTRODUCTION 

The time-dependent diffusion equation can be written' 

{-M -f Fr)<t>(r,E,t) -f Snl'l>(T,E,t')] = «" '(£) ~6(i,E,t), (1) 
at 

where {—M-\- F^) is the diffusion operator, such that M accounts for removal and scattering, and Fp is the prompt 
fission operator. The delayed neutron source, SD['t>(r,E,t')], has the form »f a convolution integral over the flux his
tory. Equation (1) can be thought of either as a continuous-energy scalar equation or a matrix equation in which 
if) is a column vector of the group fluxes in multigroup diffusion theory. In either case, one can attempt to solve Eq. 
(1) approximately by invoking the method of undetermined functions. For the continuous-energy model, the ap
proximate solution can take the form 

0/(r,B,O = Z4':(i,E)N,(t.), (2) 
i = l 

where the 4i,(t,E,t) are trial functions, and Ni{t) are the undetermined amplitude functions. For multigroup diffusion 
theory, the approximate solution is 

^,(.r,t) = E'A.(r)iV.(t) (3) 
i = l 

where the <l/,(r) could be G X G diagonal matrices of trial functions and the A'',(() could be (?-dimensional column 

vectors. 
The use of the method of undetermined functions in conjunction with Eq. (3) to solve the multigroup diffusion 

equations is well Imown.' Solutions of the continuous-energy model of the form of Eq. (2) have not appeared, how
ever, primarily because much spectral detail is required in the trial functions it accurate solutions are to be expected. 
Recently however, some progress has been made in synthesizing space-energy solutions for stationary systems.'"* 
In addition Stacev° has gotten some encouraging results with an energy-time synthesis scheme, in which only a few 
energy modes are required to achieve an accurate solution. It therefore seems appropriate to seek an approximation 
technique that could utifize this newly-gleaned knowledge to obtain an accurate solution to the continuous-energy 
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model. At the same time, the method should also he capable of solving the multigroup diffusion system, which is, of 
course, only an approximation to the continuous-energy model. Such a technique, which combines iteration with the 
method of undetermined functions, has been developed and will now be described. It will then be applied to the 
continuous-energy model and to multigroup theory. 

The idea of using iterative schemes along with approximate methods is an old one in reactor physics. Selengut' 
advocated such an idea and illustrated it by an application to the one-group diffusion equation in x-y geometry. 
Shortly thereafter, Lewins formulated a variational principle for time-dependent group-diffusion theory, which he 
used to derive Euler equations for either spatial or temporal integration. He used only a one-mode expansion, how
ever, which was in effect equivalent to a point reactor model. He pointed out that iteration between the two sets of 
equations was possible; this iteration would presumably find the best possible shape for use in the point reactor 
model. 

We shall now present a general out hne of the method to show that it can handle systems of many independent 
variables. The development is similar to that given by Kerr.^ We begin by writing our system of (possibly non-linear) 
partial ditferential equations as^ 

fi<t>(x) = fix) (4) 

BM?) = Qnix), n = 1, ••• ,.V, (5) 

where / / is a nonlinear differential operator, x is a vector of independent variables, 0(x) is the vector of dependent 
variables, f{x) and gn(.x) are vectors containing functions of the independent variables, and the B„ are operators 
representing the .V boundary conditions. An approximate solution is now sought in the form 

<t;(x) = .^0+ E-4,V' i , (fi) 

where the functions ij/„ and 4/, are trial solutions, chosen beforehand. These functions must be linearly independent, 
and should also satisfy the boundary conditions, preferably by choosing ^o and ^i such that 

BM«) = »», ,i = 1, ••• ,A^ (7) 

BJif,,} = 0 , ; = 1, ••• , / . (8) 

When Eq. (6) is substituted into Eq. (4) the following residual is formed: 

R(A,i) = f - Hifi = / - H{^, -\- E-'l .V'.). (9) 
i = l 

The residual is a measure of the extent to which 0; satisfies Eq. (4). It cannot be calculated, of course, until the .4,-
are found in some manner. One would hojie that any method used to find the A. would yield a smaller residual as 
more trial functions are used (i.e., as / increases). .Moreover, the method used should be such that it makes the 
residual "small" in some sense. Since the method of weighted residuals provides this alternative, it is used here. 
That is, / weighted averages of the residual are set etjual to zero: 

f WrRdI) = 0, ,• = 1, . . . , / . (10) 

The independent variables in D include all the independent variables u]ion which the At do not depend. If the A 
are undetermined parameters, then the integration is over all of the independent variables; / algebraic equations 
remain. This technique is often called the method of undetermined parameters." When the Ai are undetermined 
functions, / diff'erential e(|uations result. The method of undetermined parameters is often called the direct method; 
the method of undetermined functions is also known as the semidirect method, or the Kantorovich method. The 
remainder of the development is concerned only with the method of undetermined functions. 

T H E GENERAL ITER.\TIVE SCHEME 

When the trial solution given by lOq. (0) is postulated, assume that the At are functions of only one independent 
variable, say Xi. The trial functions ,̂- can be functions of all the independent variables, but we shall choose them 
to be functions of the remaining members of x; that is, 

Ipi = 4'i(X2 , ••• ,X.) = llt\i(X2 , ••• ,x,) (11) 
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when X = (xi, • • • , X,). A weighted-re.sidual criterion will then produce a set of ordinary differential equations to 
be solved for the Ai{xi). Limited by the initial choice of the i^j's, the approximation nevertheless jields a solution 
that is tending toward the true solution along the .TI direction. It is obvious that any improvement along the direc
tions of the remaining independent variables would be welcome. This is the motivation for adopting the foUowing 
iterative scheme. 

After having determined the -ii(xi), relabel them as A\i(xi) and let 

'I'nixi, ••• ,x,) = A U X ^ ) <liUx3, • •• , X , ) , (12) 

where the î !- are also chosen beforehand. When Eq. (12) is substituted into Eip (6), the result is (neglecting ifo) 

Mx) = E AUXI) A\2(.r,) 4,U.t, ,••• ,x.). (13) 

The .i\t(x'!) are determined by using a weighted-residual criterion with respect to (xi, x,, Xi , • • • , x,). Then, let 

4'\i(Xi, ••• ,x,) = A\i{Xi) <p\3(xi , ••• , .r,). (14 

Again, substitute Eq. (14) into Eq. (6), and use a weighted-residual criterion with respect to {xi, x^, Xi, • • • , x,) 
to determine the A]3(xi). 

This process is continued until all the functions A'ii{xi), ••• , ji\,(x,) have been determined, so that the approxi
mate solution is given by 

*;(x) = E n - 4 U x . ) . (15) 

At this stage a second iteration is begun; the improved expressions for Anixi), now labeled ^ a ( x i ) , can be found 

by using the / products J J Aik{Xk) as "trial functions", and so on, until the second iteration has been completed. 

At this point the approximate solution is 

't>'(x) ^Zfl^Kxk). (16) 
1 = 1 k=l 

Kerr^ has found in one ])articular example that a converged solution can be obtained with very few iterations. 
More importantly, he also found that the final form of the solution is independent of the initial choice of the \f/^'s. 
The accuracy of the solution depends only upon the choices of weighting functions and on the number of trial func
tions chosen. * 

It should be noted that t he .4 a need not be functions of only the variable Xk ; indeed each A ck could be a function 
of s-1 variables. By making the Aik multidimensional, however, it becomes necessary to solve systems of partial 
differential equations to determine them. (Another alternative is to assign a simple functional dependence upon the 
excess ( > 1 ) independent variables. This is the technique used in the "improved quasistatic approximation"' of 
space-time kinetics for the time dependence of the shape function.) 

APPLICATIONS TO THE NEUTRON DIFFUSION EQUATIONS 

Lancefield* and Toivanen^ have recently used versions of the iterative scheme described above in space-energy 
synthesis solutions of the steady-state one-dimensional transport equation. Each had only limited success, but Lance
field has pointed out ways of improving estimates of the flux distribution (for example, using discontinuous trial 
functions). Our attention is focused here on obtaining formulations within the realm of diffusion theory. We shall 
show how the method can be used to obtain solutions to both the time-dependent continuous-energy diffusion theory 
model and the time-dependent multigroup diffusion theory model. Possible ways of using spatially and temporally 
discontinuous trial functions will also be discussed. 

CONTINUOUS E N E R G Y MODEL 

For the continuous energy model, Eq. (1) becomes (using common notation) 

•-7== — (i,E,t) = V-Dir,E,t)V^(T,E,t) - ZTir,E,t)4>iT,E,l) -\- f ZmirX ^ E,f)<f>iT,E',t) dE' 
v2mE dt Jo 

+ x{E) f vXf{r,E",t)<i>{r,E",t) dE" + So[4>{r,E,t)\. 

(17) 
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Now, let each ^j in Eq. (2) be given by 

iA.(r,£) = Hi{i)Gi(E). (18) 

Then Eq. (2) can be put into three equivalent matrix forms as follows: 

MT,E,t) = E i/.-(r)G,(£)Af.-(0 = HM)GD(E)Nc{t) 
•- ' (19) 

= Gn(E)No(t)IIc{t) = NMHD(i)GciE), 

where R, D, and C stand, re.spectivelj% for /-dimensional row, diagonal, and column matrices. The elements of the 
column matrix are those that are to be determined, given a knowledge of the elements in the R and D matrices.* 

Calculation, of the Steady Stale 

Before looldng at the transient behavior it is necessary to calculate the steady state. That is, we must find the 
Hia(r) and the initial values of GM(E). We can begin by guessing at Gm(E) to calculate Hco(r). Consider, then, the 
matrix of weighting functions Fc{E) = col[Fi{E) • • • Fi{E)]. We can use these to form the foUowing weighted-
residual criterion for determining the 7/,o(r): 

0 = V-/'(r,0) VHco(i) - RAt,0)Hco(r) +/f ' r«(r,0)//co(r) -{-]-Rr(r,0)Hco{r), (20) 
/Co 

where the I X I matrices 1', RT , Rm , and Rf are given by 

P(r,0) = ( Fc(E)D(i,E,0)G„„(E) dE (21) 

Rr(i,0) = j Fc{E)-Zr(r,E,0)G„„{E) dE (22) 

ffr»(r,0) = [ Fc(E) [ Dm(i,E' ~* E,0)Gm(E) dE'dE (23) 
JQ JQ 

K,(r,0) = f Fc(E)x(E) f vS,(r,E",0)Ga«(E") dE"dE. (24) 

The eigenvalue /co is introduced because the steady-state equations are homogeneous (external sources are neglected). 
Once the spatial distribution of the modes has been found the spectral distributions can be improved. This is done 
by introducing the matrix of weighting functions 

WC{T) = col[TFi(r) ••• Wi{x)] 

and using the following weighted residual criterion: 

0 = Q{E,0)Gco{E) - ST{E,0)GCO{E) + f Sm{E' -^ E,0)Ga^{E') dE' 
•fo 

1 r ^''' 

+ ^ x{E) j Sp{E",0)Goo{E")dE", 

where the I X I matrices Q, ST , STB , and Sr are given by 

Q{E,0) = f Wc(T)V-D(T,E,0)VH,i,(i)dV (26) 

ST(E,Q) = f Wc(i)Mr,E,0)H,i„(i)dV (27) 

STn(E'-^E,0) = I Wc'(t)STAr,E'^E,0)H„„{i)dV (28) » 
* Note that the symbol r m-iy stand for three iiidepeiideiit variables; for instance, x, y, and z. In this case HR would actually 

be Xa{x)rD(y)ZD(2), and Ho = Xi,(i)YD(y)ZD(z). If one were to solve for the elements Y,(y), then He = Xi>(x)Zi,(z)Yc{v). 
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S,{E",i)) = f lfc(r)>'S/(r,£",0)H„o(r)rfV'. (29) 
Jv 

At this point, the new values of the Gi(E) can be reinserted into Eqs. (20) through (24) to recalculate the //,o(r). 
Iteration continues until convergence is achieved. Such convergence should be on the eigenvalue and on the flux 
distribution. 

A good steady state distribution could be obtained by starting with 7 = 1 and then iterating to convergence. 
Then do the same for 7 = 2, and compare the results with those for 7 = 1. If they are arbitrarily close, use a two-
mode scheme for the time integration. If they are not close enough, carry out a three-mode .steady-state solution 
and compare it with the two-mode solution, etc., until an acceptable steady-state solution is obtained. At this point, 
the time integration may begin. 

Transient Behavior: Time-Independent Shape Functions 

It is obvious that, when the steady-state flux is calculated as described above, the first-guess values of A î(O) are 
all unity. So, let us now look at the transient behavior by deriving the differential equations for the Ni{t). We shall 
first assume that the 77i are time-independent, and then show how time-dependent shape functions can be handled 
via temporally discontinuous trial function methods. 

Let us begin by explicitly writing down the expression for the delayed neutron source in Eq. (17); 

SMr,E,t)] = E \,Xi(E)r,A^,E,0) exp[-X,/] + ^, f f V-S,(I,E",i),t>(r,E",t') exp[-X,(( - / ) ] dE"dt', (30) 
j = i Jo ''O 

where xi(E) is the spectrum for the jth delayed neutron group, pj is the j'th delayed neutron fraction, and ji,(r,£,0) 
is the initial distribution of the precursor of the j th delayed neutron group. Next, we use the method of weighted 
residuals to obtain the multimode kinetics equations: 

A ^ ° = [p(t) - 0(t)]Nc(t) + E XiC,((), (31) 
dt i-l 

where the 7 X 7 matrices A, p, and fi are given by 

^ = 1 1 Woir)Fc(E) - 7 = HAr)Go(E) dE dV (32) 

p(() = f r Wo(i)Fc{E)(lV-D{T,E,t)VH„(i) - -ST(r,E,l)HM]Go(E}-\-{f XT,i(r,E'-^E,t)G„(E') dE' 

-1- ^ [ ( 1 - 0)x{E) + E ftx,(7i')l /^ rMT,E",t)G,t(E") dE"\ Hc(i)j dE dV 

I (3 = E ' 'i > f l " ' " 1 ^ ' delayed neutron fraction) , 

m = Eft(0 = Eft [ r Wo(r)Fc(E)xi(E) f VMT,E",1)G,.(E") dE" HM dEdV. (34) 
, = l j = i • ' r ''0 -̂ 0 

Furthermore, the 7-dimensional column matrices Cj(t) are defined by 

E \ A ( 0 = f [ Wn(r)Fc(E)SdMr,E,t)]dEdV, (35) 
j=i -tv Jo 

so that the delayed neutron source for Eq. (31) can be found as weU. 
Note that Nc(t) in Eq. (31) is subject to initial conditions derived as follows from forming an initial residual: 

[ r " ° ^ ^ ^ ' (77«o(r,0)G%(£,0) - HAr)Gt,(E)Nc(0)] dE dV 
Jv Jo •\/2mE 

so that 
Nc(0) = A - ' A „ C I , (36) 

where Ao is the generation time matrix at steady state, A is the generation time matrix found using the current 
shape and spectral functions, and d is a column vector whose entries are all unity. 



422 IV. Reactor Computation Methods and Theory 

Once the Ni{l) are found they can be used to improve either the 77,(r) or the Gi(E) by means of the iterative 
scheme. To find new functions for 77,(r), for example, the following scheme is used: 

0 = V-P(I)VHC(T) - RT(r)Hr(T) -\- 7f,.,(r)77,.(r) -f i Rr(i)Hc(r) - t/„(r)77^(r) + S„IHC(T)], (37) 
A:o 

where the 7 X 7 matrices P, RT , Rm , Rr , and U, and the 7-dimensional column vector SR are given by 

P ( r ) = f ( FD(E)Tc(l)D(T,E,t)GR(E)No{t)dldE (38) 

RT(T) = f f Fo(E)Tc{t)ST(T,E,t)GR{E)No(l)d.tdE (39) 
Jo Jo 

RTE(r) = /^ j ^ Fo(E)Tc(t)l f^ ^TR(r,E' ^ E,t)GR(E')dE'JNMdtdE (40) 

7?,(r) = 1 ^ f^ FD(E)Tc(t)x(E)U •'•Zf{r,E",l)GR{E")dE"'\NM)dtdE (41) 

S„[77c(r)] = f f Fo(E)Tc(t)Sol<t>,(':,E,t.)]dtdE, (43) 
Jo Jo 

where Tdt) = co\[Ti{t) • • • Ti{t)] is a column vector of weighting functions. The elements of /SR contain both 
homogeneous and inhomogeneous terms. The eigenvalue is retained; however, it now really has the value of unity. 
It has been found that retention of the eigenvalue is useful in obtaining rapid convergence when the system is almost 
homogeneous. That is, in the numerical solution, iterations occur until X is arbitrarily close to unity. 

The next logical step is to improve the Gi{E) by utilizing the latest values of Hi{r) and Ni(t). This is done by 
means of the following weighted residual method: 

0 QiE)Gc{E} - ST(E)GC(E) + f SrniE' ^E)Gc(E')dE' 
Jo 

+ Tx(E) f Sf{E")Gc(E")dB" - UE(E)GC(E) + S,lGc(E)], 
/LO Jo 

(44) 

where 

Q{E) = [ ( rD(t)Wc{T)V-D(T,E,t)VHR(T)No(t)dVdt (45) 
Jo Jv 

ST(E) = / / Tt>(t)Wc(i)-s:T(r,E,t)HR{T)ND(t)dVdt (46) 

STR(E'-*E) = I I TM)Wc(T)-Sm(i,E'^E,l)HR{t)NMdVdl (47) 

SAE") = f f Tn(t)Wc{i)rM<:,E",t)HR(T)NT,(t)dV dt (48) 

U,(E) = f [ TM)Wc(i) -l=,HR{t)^£dV dl (49) 

Jo Jv -\/ Imtj dt 

SE[GC(E)] = I \^Tr.{t)Wc(^ti)SM,(T,E,l)\dV dt. (50) 

The sequence of events, then, is an iterative solution of Eqs. (31), (37), and (44), in order to obtain updated solu
tions of it>,{i,E,t) by inserting the freshly calculated modes into Eq. (19). The iteration continues until the flux 
values agree arbitrarily closely for successive iterates. 
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Transient Behavior: Temporally Disconlinous Shape and Spectral Functions 
The iterative method as just outlined assumes that the same .spatial modes, once they are calculated properly 

are to be used throughout the transient. .Much more flexibility is required in practice, particularly if the transient 
is nonlinear. This can be done either by introducing temporally discontinuous shape functions or by using the "im
proved qua,sistatic approximation".' In both cases the objective is the same: to allow the analysis to proceed with 
fewer modes than are otherwise needed, and still not impair accuracy. We shall here consider only the discontinuous 
shape function approach. 

Suppo.se that the shape and spectral functions are to be changed at t = h . Then, the approximate .solution for the 
flux can be written as 

't'n(r,E,t) = T,Hn{T)Gii{E)Nii(l) lor 0 < t < ti, (51) 

and as 

't>n(T,E,t) = E Hn(i)GdE)Ni2{t) for t > h . (52) 

Note that 7i and h do not have to be equal. Now, the true flux must be continuous at t = ti ; that is, 

<^i(r,7iVi) = <t>Ar,E,li). (53) 

The approximate solutions, however, probably will not match at ( = 4 • Hence, a residual must be formed and the 
method of weighted residuals employed to evaluate the initial conditions Ni2{ti) for the use of ifi,-.. The residual is 

Rn{T,E,h) = 4'n(T,E,li) - «n(r,B,(,). (54) 

It can be shown '"''' that the most logical choices for the weighting functions are WD2(x)Ra{E), that is, those to be 
used throughout the second time interval. The weighted residual criterion for the new initial conditions is thus 

0 f f Wm(i)Fc2(E) - ^ i = [HR,(r)GUE)Noi(ti) - HRi(i)Goi(E)Nci(li)]dE dV. (55) 
•Ir Jo \/2mE 

Note that, for the first iterate, 77«.(r) and Gm(E) are trial functions (perhaps elements of 77RI and GDI). If we define 
the following It X 7i matrix 

Lii= ( [ WO2(T)FC-.(E) ^^L= IlRi{T)Gm(E)dE dV, (56) 

Jr Jo \/2mE 

then the initial conditions for the second interval are found by 

iVc2((i) = Ai'L2iNi(ti). {S7) 
The solution now proceeds as it did over the first time interval, either until it is again time to change the shape and 
spectral functions or until the end of the transient is reached. 

Spatially Discontinuous Shape ami Spectral Functions 

If Eq. (17) were WTitten for several regions in the reactor and approximations like Eq. (19) were used for each, 
then more flexibihty is introduced toward obtaining an accurate solution. Hopefully, the number of modes per region 
is quite a bit le.ss than would be required if partitioning were not used. Such methods have been successful in the 
past for doing synthesis calculations, particularly when good sets of trial functions were chosen in such a manner as 
to minimize the discontinuities. They will now be extended for incorporation into the iterative scheme. 

In addition to a set of diffusion equations there must be interface conditions for maintaining continuity of flux and 
current between adjacent regions. Eor discontinuities in one space-dimension, for example, the interface conditions 
could be (for a two-dimensional reactor) 

.t>""(x,,y,E,t) = ,)>"'*"(•tk,y,E,I), k = 1, ••• ,K - I 

and 

Dk(xk,y,E,t) / - ^ = Di,+i(xk,y,E,t) ^ , fc = 1 , • • •, AT - 1 . ( 5 9 ) 
oX U = i i OX \x=Xk 

http://Suppo.se
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Now, the approximate solutions can be inserted into Eqs. (58) and (.59) to form the following residuals: 

R„(x,,y,E,t) = ai[,t,i'"-"{x,,y,E,t) - ,t>f\xk,y,E,t)], k = \, ••• , K - \, (60) 

D,+i(x,,y,E,l) ^^^— - Dk(xk,y,E,l) ^ , k = \ , - - - , K - \ , (61) 
ax |,_,i ax i,_„j 

where ai and cti are weighting parameters. I t is also convenient to form equivalent interface residuals by adding and 
subtracting as follows: 

Rs,(x,,y,E,t) = R„{Xk,y,E,l) -\-Rj,(xk,y,E,i), fc = 1, • • • , A" - 1 (62) 

Rv,(xk,y,E,t) = R„(x,,y,E,t) - Rj,(Xk,y,E,l.), k = 1, ••• , A" - 1. (63) 

The next steps are to choose weighting functions, formulate weighted residual criteria, and incorporate them into 
the weighted residual scheme. The interface residuals are treated in two different ways, depending upon which set 
of functions is being calculated. If the functions Xi(x) are to be found for each region fc, then the weighting functions 
are just the Wr.D(y)FB(E)Tc(t) for each region fc. These are combined in an appropriate manner to obtain a set 
of equations analogous to Eq. (37), plus equations for the interface conditions. These are solved in the same manner 
as are the usual multiregion diffusion equations. 

If, on the other hand, one of the other sets of functions is to be found, then the interface weighted residuals must 
be added in an appropriate way to those formed in constructing Eq. (37), and the result is then aUowed to vanish. 
Interaction between one region and another is then expressed by means of coupling coefficients. The details are very 
similar to those given in Ref. 13. 

DISCONTINUOUS ENERGY M O D E L — T H E MULTIGROUP DirrusioN EQUATIONS 

The iterative scheme can also be carried out if the energy variable is discretized, for instance if multigroup diffu
sion theory is used. The group diffusion equations are 

T-l 3* _ vZ»(r,()V0(r,O - A(i,i)4>{t,t) + (1 - /3)x,f"'(r,()*(r,0 + So[<l>(r,t)\, (64) 
at 

vhere 

<t'(r,t) = col[* '" • • • <#.'"'] (65) 

r - ' = d i a g [ l / r , • • • l/i'„] (66) 

D(r,t) = diag[7)i • • • D„] (67) 

7'''(r,0 = row[i'S/i • • • vZ,o] (68) 

. l ( r ,0 = diag[2,r ••• ^„T] - [S..,.] (69) 

Xp = col[xpi • • • xpo]- (70) 

Th i s t ime , t h e t r ia l solut ion is g iven by E ip ( 3 ) . 

E a c h p r o d u c t ^i-V, is a G-dimensional co lumn vec to r t h a t can be formed in e i the r of two w a y s : 

>l'i(r)Ni(l) = iUr)Nic(l) = A^.i,(<)tA.e(r). (71) 

Thus, there are G X I undetermined functions to evaluate at each sequence of the iteration. 
Let us introduce the matrix of weighting functions 

WiD(T) = diag[IF!" • • • W'i"']. 

We can now use the following weighted residual criterion to determine the N,{t): 

E A„. " ^ = E [p„. - ft,.].V.;c(() + E XyC,;(0, i = 1, • • •, 7, (72) 
i '=i at i'=i j=i 

where A,-,' , pw , and ^a- are all G X G matrices defined by 

Aii' = ( iriD(r) I"V.-D(r)(n' (73) 
Jy 
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p,,,(() = £ TF,„(r) ^V-D(T,t)V - A(T,t) + (1 - ff)xpF''{i,t) -+- E ftx/7"'(r,ol ^ i '^ ( r )dF (74) 

hAt) = fi f WiD(i)xiF^(T,t)^,T.(i)dV, (75) 

and the C,j are ff-dimensional column vectors given by 

XA,(( ) = f irin(r)Sz,(r,OrfF. (76) 

Equations (72) are thus a set of (G X 7) by (G X I) eipuitions to solve for the (G X I) undetermined functions 
iVS"((). 

After the amplitude functions are found the shape functions can be recalculated. Consider the matrix of weighting 
functions 

TUt) = diag[rS"(0, • • • , ? !<" ( ( ) ] . 

Then we can use the method of weighted residuals to obtain 

0 = E V-P.-,.(r)V./.i.c(r) - E Mu'(T)h.c(t) + E EJZ ^ . . . , ( r ) 1 , i = 1,--,I, (77) 
>^=l i ' - l i ' - l L i ' - l J 

where /^i• and il7.,. are G X G matrices, defined as 

7'„.(r) = f T,„(t)D(r,t)N,'r,(t)dt (78) 
•'o 

M.v(r) = f 7'„(()[(1 - fi)xvF'{i,t) - A(i,t)]Ni'u(t)dt, (79) 
JQ 

and E- is a G-dimensional column vector given by 

E^ r E ^i'cir'A = j^ Tinit)Sn[4>(T,t)]dV. (80) 

After the (G X / ) undetermined functions ^i"'{r) are found from Eqs. (77), they can be used in Eqs. (73)-(76) 
to recalculate the Ni'"{t), etc., until a converged solution is obtained. Finally, the method can be extended to include 
spatially and temporally discontinuous trial functions as was outlined for the continuous-energy model. 

DISCUSSION 

Nothing has been said to this point on how weighting functions are chosen. In theory the choice is completely 
arbitrary; in practice, it has been found that Galerkin weighting works quite well, especially when the trial functions 
are well-chosen. Other alternatives that should work well are least-squares weighting^* and reaction-rate weighting.^ 
In theory, adjoint weighting could be used, but this would be completely impractical because the adjoint equations 
would also have to be formulated and solved by a similar iterative procedure in which the trial functions for the real 
system would be the weighting functions for the adjoint system. 

Another aspect of the method that has not been discussed is the method of solving the various systems of one-di
mensional equations for the various undetermmed functions. Let us discuss these one at a time. Firstly, at least one 
method exists^^ for the solution of the multimode kinetics equations. Solving for the shape functions requires modifica
tion of existing one-dimensional diffusion theory codes. The coefficients of the equations, however, are such that the 
favorable mathematical properties exhibited by the multigroup diffusion equations may not exist. Thus, more work 
needs to be done in this area. Finally, the spectral equations should be solvable numerically in a straightforward 
maimer .since they are integral equations that are, in effect, a coupled set of slowing down equations. The method 
could be time consuming, however, especially if much spectral detail in cross sections is required. 

Finally, the question of rate of convergence has not been raised. The few applications of the iterative scheme that 
have been made^-*'^ have indicated that only a few iterations are needed to obtain convergence. One other aspect of 
the convergence question appears in solving eigenvalue problems; namely, how does one know that the solution has 
selected the proper eigenvalue? These and other (as yet unformulated) questions must be answered if the method is 
to be successfully used. Experience is expected to provide all of the answers. 
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IV-16. Further Studies on the Use of the Method of Undetermined Parameters 
to Integrate the Mul t imode Kinet ics Equat ions 

E. L. FULLER 

INTRODUCTION 

A description of how the method of undetermined 
parameters can be used to integrate the multimode 
kinetics eciuations was presented in Ref. 1. The .solu
tion method was described, the method of time step 
selection was outlined, and some numerical results were 
presented in order to indicate the utility of the method. 
These results showed how the run time varied as a 
function of the number of spatial modes used. It was 
also seen that, if good spatial trial functions were used, 
one could obtain a very accurate solution with a fairly 
loose convergence criterion (ei = 0.01) and with piece-
wise cjuadratic trial functions. Since then, studies have 
been done with various convergence criteria and with 
piecewise polynomials of varying degree, in an attempt 
to estabhsh hmits within which the method is stable. 
The results of this rather limited study will now be re
ported. 

The multimode kinetics equations can be written as 

,dN 
Ait) 

dt 

dC^ 
dt 

[pit) - ^{t)]N{t)-\-J2^jCAt) il) 

/3>(i)A'(/) - \,Cjit) (2) 

(3) 

(7 = number of spatial mode.-̂ ) called, respectively, 
the generation time matrix, the reactirity matrix, and 
the delayed neutron fraction matrices. The manner in 
which their matrix elements are formed from the multi-
group diffusion ei|uations is .shown in Ref. 2. Equations 
(1) and (2) can be solved by assuming the following 
trial .solution over the interval ti < t < /.̂ .i : 

N„(t) = Y.-ik(t-t<)' 
k=0 

dN^ 
dt 

= E '••-ikd - ( , ) ' - ' . 

(4) 

(5) 

where A(0 , p( ' ) , fi(l), and fij{t) are 7 X 7 matrices 

The parameters .l,- are evaluated by inserting Eqs. (4) 
and ('•)) into the multimode kinetics equations, and 
then performing the method of weighted residuals (see 
Ret. 1 for details). This results in a set of algebraic 
equations that can be solved for the parameters .4. to 
be used over the fth time step. The results to be re
ported below are for subdomain weighting only. Com
parisons are made for A' = 1, 2, 3, and 4. 

RESULTS .VND COXCLUSIONS 

The reactor to be analyzed is a 240 cm slab reactor 
which, for convenience, is treated in a symmetric man
ner by imposing a zero-current boundary condition at 
the origin and by making the perturbations symmetric 
about the origin. For simplicity, one-group diffusion 
theory is used. The parameters for criticalitv listed in 
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Table IV-16-I lead to the initial .shape .shown in Fig. 
IV-16-1. The final shape is that calculated by the 
WIGLE code as the result of a ramp increase in vS/ in 
Region 1 to 0.0202962 cm"' at 0.1 sec, after which no 
further changes occur. The transient is then terminated 
at ( = 1 sec; the .shape function at this time is the final 
shape shown in Fig. IV-lG-1. 

,\11 of the results reported below are for two spatial 
modes. These are the initial shape and the final shape. 
Since they bracket the true solution at all times, the 
true solution should be closely approached if the average 
time step size is small enough. This indeed happens, as 
can be seen in Fig. IV-l()-2 and Table IV-IG-II. Figure 
IV-16-2 shows the values of the amplitude function at 
the end of the ramp (( = 0.1 sec) as a function of 
average time step size. I t may be seen that WIGLE 
solutions are the first to diverge. This is because the 
finite difference time integration technique in WIGLE 
e.ssentially uses piecewise constant functions over a 
time interval. Piecewise linear functions, as expected, 
allow larger time steps to be taken. Corre.spondingly 
larger time intervals are allowed as the degree of the 
piecewise polynomials becomes larger. Note that a 
single quartic function over the 0.1 sec interval gives a 
very good approximation. 

Some results at the end of the transient are shown in 
Table IV-16-II. The parameter ei is a measure of de
gree of convergence in the procedure for time step selec-

r-Nr-

TABLE 

Parameter 

/>, cm 
I'S/ , cm"' 
S. , cm-' 
I', cm/sec 

IV-16-1. P.Mt.̂ METERS FOR CR1TIC.\LITV 

Region 1, 
0-15 cm 

1.69531 
0.0194962 
0.0194962 

10« 

Region 2, 
15-60 cm 

1.69531 
0.0194962 
0.0194962 

10« 

Region 3, 
60-120 cm 

1.69531 
0.0194962 
0.0183343 

10« 

0 15 30 45 60 75 90 105 120 
DISTANCE FROM CENTER OF REACTOR, Cm 

FIG. IV-16-1. Shape Functions Used in Analysis of Transi
ent. ANL Neg. No. llS-ieM. 

1 I I I I I I 

=\^ 

L ^ ^ 

IO"'* 10"' 
J I I I 1 I I l l 

TIME STEP, sec 

F I G . IV-16-2. Amplitude Functions at t = 0.1 sec versus 
Average Time-Step Size. ANL Neg. No. 118-299. 

T.\BLE IV-16-II. RESULTS .VT ( = 1 sEC FOR TWO MODES 

Quadratic Quartic 

1.0 
0.1 
0.01 
0,001 

Amplitude Fu 

4.20 X 10" 
5.34 X 10" 
4.22 X 10" 
3.95 X 10" 

1.13 X 10" 
1.11 X 10" 
3.93 X 10" 
3.94 X 10" 

iction 

6.37 X 10" 
4.06 X 10" 
3.94 X 10" 
3.94 X 10" 

4.22 X 10" 
3.94 X 10" 
3.94 X 10" 
3.94 X 10" 

1.0 
0.1 
0.01 
0.001 

21 
78 

180 
7»7 

Time Steps 

11 
14 
90 

183 

11 
30 
54 
98 

25 
131 
137 
159 

tion (for details, see Ref. 1). The smaller the value of 
ci, the more time steps taken and hence the more ac
curate the solution. I t is evident from Table IV-IC-II 
that, as the degree of the piecewise polynomial in
creases, the larger ei may be. These can be pitfalls, 
however, if too large a value of ti is used. Unexpectedly 
large inaccuracies can occur, as may be seen for ei = 1.0 
and 0.1 with piecewise quadratic trial functions. In 
these cases, too few time steps were taken to obtain an 
accurate solution. Once the value of ei became small 
enough (0.01), a proper number of time steps w êre 
taken, and a fairly accurate value for the amphtude 
function was obtained. 

Another anomaly w âs seen when piecewise quartic 
trial functions were used: too many time steps were 
taken for any choice of ei . Note, however, that ac
curate results were obtained. It is not known for certain 
what caused the anomaly. One explanation might be 
that the effects of roundoff' error differ for different 
degrees of polynomials, and the automatic time step 
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selector tried to minimize these also. Another cause 
could be the fact that, as the degree of the polynomials 
increases, more and more weight is given to the times 
near ti at the expense of accuracy near /,+i. This could 
cause rather serious errors in extrapolation if the de
gree of the polynomials is relatively high. 

A few conclusions can be reached from this limited 
study. The most obvious one is that one needs fewer 
time steps to obtain accurate solutions as the degree of 
trial polynomials is increased. This does not mean, how
ever, that savings in computation time automatically 
result. JMore time is required to calculate the solution 
over a time step using quartic functions than using 
cubic functions, etc. When two spatial modes are used, 
cubic and quadratic solutions require about the .same 
amount of computer time, for a given ei. Linear and 
quartic solutions require quite a bit more time. An 
optinumi degree exists for the polynomial because, al
though fewer time steps might be required for higher 
degree polynomials, more time is taken by the matrix 
inversion routine. For the cases considered here, the 
optimum appears to be cvibic, but only marginally over 
quadratic. 

The most important conclusion is that the use of 

piecewise quadratic or piecewise ctihic functions in an 
undetermined parameter method is a far more efficient 
method of integrating the multimode kinetics equations 
than is the use of traditional finite difference techniques, 
such as that employed in WIGLE. This conclusion 
could have important ramifications in other apphca-
tions as well. Higher order differencing methods can be 
used to integrate over the spatial and energy variables 
of the diffusion (or transport) equation. The results of 
this study indicate that such approaches could very 
possibly allow practical three-dimensional diffusion 
theory calculations. This po.ssibility deserves further 
investigation. 
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IV-IT. Spurious Eigenvalues in Flux Synthes i s 

V. Luco and W. WOODRUFF 

INTRODUCTION 

The multigroup synthesis equations do not share in general the mathematical properties of the multigroup diffu
sion equations that guarantee the existence of a unique positive solution corresponding to a imique maximum posi
tive eigenvalue.' 

Recently FroeUch^ was able to present examples of synthesis equations not having a largest positive eigenvalue 
with the exception of the case of downscattering only with no group-collapsmg. 

Adams, Rydin aud Stacey* have shown group-collapsed situations with Galerkin weighting in which the eigenvalues 
of the synthesis equations can take real or imaginary values and in wiiich, in some cases, the maximum positive 
eigenvalue obtained did not correspond to the fundamental mode eigenvalue of the diffusion problem, and in which 
the synthesis flux had mLxed positive and negative values. 

Yasinsky and Kaplan' encountered group-collapsed synthesis calculations with adjoint weighting in which a poor 
eigenvalue approximation was associated with flaxes exhibiting mixed negative and positive values. 

There are no anomalies on record for the case of down-scattering only without group-collapsing. In the present 
paper we investigate analytically the behavior of the eigenvalues and fluxes for a two-group slab-geometry version 
of the downscattering only, noncoUapsed, synthesis calculation. Our results to the present have shown a imique maxi
mum positive eigenvalue, but in many ot the cases analyzed its value does not correspond to the fundamental mode 
eigenvalue of the diffusion problem, and the fluxes exhibit a mixed positive-negative behavior similar to that found by 
some of the other authors mentioned.*'* 

T H E ANALYSIS 

The problem w-e have treated is a simple one, in order to make tlie rather long and involved manipulations tracta

ble. We consider a umform slab reactor and use a two-energy-group model with fission in the low-energy group and 

file:///NL-7610
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downscattering only. The equations for the diffusion model are 

A ^ ' - S,*i + X.S,«2 = 0 (1) 

£ > 2 ^ - 2 2 0 2 + S,20, = 0, (2) 

where the symbols have the usual meaning. The exact solution is easily obtained: 

<t>i(x) = cos^o; (3) 

^2(0;) = a c o s - . c = a4,i{x), (4) 

where a is the spectrum factor defined by 

7)2(xV4) -f S2 (5) 

The system adjoint to Eqs. (1) and (2) is defined in the customary way, and its solution is (with obvious normahza-
tions) 

(i>t(x) = cos^a: = ^i(x) (6) 

^i(x) = a cos - I- = a*<t>i(x), (7) 

with 

t 7),(7rV4) -f Si 

The eigenvalue (inverse kef/) for the problem is 

(8) 

, _ [DidrVi) + £.][D2(//4) -f £2] , „ , 
vLf 2.12 • 

In the usual manner we will synthesize the solution for the problem by expressing the fluxes as linear combinations 
of known trial functions and determining the combination coefficients, which in this case will be numbers, by making 
stationary a conveniently chosen functional. The functional chosen is 

J[ui, «2, u*, ut] = I dx -j^ Dl -j^ + -j^ Dl -y^ + ut(l.iui — XvYfUi) + uti'^Ui — SjzUi) , (10) 

where ui ,U2,Ui , and W2 are the admissible functions, the variables of the variational problem. The set of admissible 
functions will be functions continuous and differentiable in the interval — 1 ^ 3: < 1, and which take zero 
values at both ends of the interval. The Euler-Lagrange stationarity conditions for this problem are Eqs. (1) and 
(2) and their adjoints. 

For the .synthesis calculation we have to define a reduced space of admissible functions and its corresponding re
duced functional and Euler equations. We expand ui and U2 as follows: 

ui{x) = Ci(l>i(x) + 0121̂ 12(3;) (11) 

U2(X) = C2a<l>l(x) - f C22<I'22(X), (12) 

and similarly for the adjoint fluxes: 

ui(x) = ctit>i(x) + ct2'l'it(x) (13) 

xi2(x) = cta*it>i(.r) -f CMI('22(X). (14) 

We are using a two-trial-function expansion for both groups, and we are using the exact solution to the problem 
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as one of the trial functions. The synthesis calculation should in this case reproduce the exact solution. In other words, 
there should be a synthesis solution with an eigenvalue equal to Eq. (9) and 

'-^ = 0, S! = 0. 
Cl C2 

The other expansion functions are selected from a two-parameter family of functions formed by adding perturba
tions to the exact spatial solution: 

h^ix) = cos - .r + Al ( cos ^ ai x — cos ^ ai ) (15) 

h2(x) = cos - X + Ao ( cos ^ a.2 .r — cos ^ «• j (16) 

'I'i2{x) = cos ^ X -f A H COS ^ atx — cos ^ a* 1 (17) 

^22(2:) = cos - .!• + A* ( cos - a*x — cos ^ a* j , (18) 

where the A's and a's are numerical parameters which take real values. All of these functions satisfy the zero-flux 
boundary condition at x = ± 1 identically. 

Introducmg Eqs. (11)-(14) into the functional we obtain the reduced functional, 

^'[ci, C12, C2, C22, c*, Ci2,ct C2*.] = f* U (DI II -I- S i j -t- Cn (DI ~ + S, j .4i2 - r.XvS/a - r.„XvS,42.1 

+ ffj \ci (7)1 J -I- S i j Ati + ci,{DiDi2 + I1B12) - c.,\rZ,.it2a - feX^Sffi™! 

(19) 
+ eW [c2a (DI ^ ' + s ) -f <•,, (D2 ^" + l}j . 1 , , - C1I12 - cii^.-ij 

+ Ctl ^ClO^D, ^ -1- 1.^ .42*2 + <V.(D2D22 + Z2E22) - C12-ZI2A:2 " C,3 Il2 B ^ , 

where 

A12 = j _ il'i2(x)<t>i(x) dx (20) 

f+i 
A12 = ]_ il't2(.r)<t>i{x) dx (21) 

A22 = j _ i^22(j:)0i(.r) dx (22) J 

r-H I 
2̂*2 = / ^Ur)Mx)dx (23) < 

B12 = J_^ i'Ux)^i2(x) dx (24) 

B22 = j _ l̂ l*2(.̂ )lA22(a:) rfj- (25) 

•E'12 = / 4'n(x)4'it(x) dx (26) 

| . - n • ' 

£22 = £ ^2*2(:r)^22(a:) rfa; (27) 

Du = j _ ((-1*2 (x)xl'i2(x) dx (28) 
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7)22 = J 1̂2*2 {x)il'22(x) dx. 

The stationary point for J' is obtained by solving the set of necessary conditions 

W^ _ 37^ _ W' aJ' 
t*Ci dCi2 dC2 aC22 

for the values Ci, C12, C2, and C22. 
The conditions (30) in detail are 

Cl \Di j + ^1) + C12 (DI ^ + Si j , l i . - c.,Xr2/a - C2,X.-Z/^22 = 0 

Cl f 7>i J + 1I)A*2 + ci2(DiDi2 + I.1B12) - C2\rl,Aua - cii^vY., B22 = 0 

-Cl Sr. - C12 S12/I12 + C2 f 7*2 J + S2 j a + C22 (7)2 J + S2 ) All = 0 

-ClSl2^22 - Cl2Sl2 74\2 + '•2(7)2 J + S2J42*2a + C22(D2 D22 + ^1 En) = Q. 

This homogeneous system of algebraic equations has a solution for those values of X satisfying the equation 

(^Di ^ -f Si^ .4i2 ^7>i ^ -f Si^ - X . S / -X.S/A22 

1 *2 ^7>i J + 2 i ) (7>. 7>.2 + Si B12) - X.S/ A ̂ 2 - X-S/ B22 

- 2 i 2 -All S12 (DI J + S2 j (D2 ^ + S2^ A2^ 

- A 2*2 Si2 - £"12 S12 ( 7*2 J + S2 j 4 *2 (Dl D22 + S2 Ell) 

This is a quadratic equation in X. I ts two roots are real and distuict. Thjir values are 

[ 7 ) I ( T V 4 ) + Sil[7)2(:rV4) + S2I 
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(29) 

(30) 

(31) 

(32) 

(33) 

(34) 

= 0. (35) 

Xl = X. 
cS/ S12 

\AI^AUDI{T''/A) + S2] - {D1D22 -f S2i;22)|l(7)i7)i2 + S1B.2) - Ai2Ar2[7)i(7r74) -f Si] 

1 'S /SI2 (£ I2 — 422^12) (422^12 — B22) 

(36) 

(37) 

As expected one of the roots is the exact solution to the problem, reflecting the fact that the set of trial functions 
contains the exact solution. The other one, which we call X, for "lambda spurious" is the nondiffusion eigenvalue 
introduced by the synthesis manipulations. 

The values of the ratios 1:12/01 and C22/C2 are 

C12 ^ j _ 

Cl 7̂ 1 
^S/Si,(X. - X) ̂ 4̂ 2 UD2 ^ + S2J A2lA*21 - (D2D22 + S2£22)l 

and 

where 

1^ = i(a.S/Si2(X, - X).4i*2(£'i2 - AnAti)^, 

Fl = (D1D12 + S1B12) (D2 J + S2J UD2 J + 22^422 42*2 " (D2 Dn + S2£22)l 

+ X . S / S I 2 | A I * 2 UDI J + ^2 j All Ell - (D1D22 + S2£22)Al2l 

(38) 

(39) 
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+ B22 (D2 J + S2J (.412^2*2 - Ei2)\ 

and 

7'2 = X.S/S12 522(7/12 - Al2A2*2) - (7>l£»12+ Si B12) 1(7)2 ^ + S2Jyl22A2*2 - (7>2 7)22 + ^2 7l'22)l 

- ^ 1 * 2 ( 7 ) , ^ + S l j U 7 ) 2 ^ + S2JA22B12- (7>27»22 + S2£22)Al2l. 

For X = X, we get, as expected. 

Cl2 

Cl 
(40) 

yielding the exact solution for the flux. When X = X,, we get flux solutions different from those of the exact solution 
Having obtained analytical expressions for the eigenvalues and fluxes, we have to use them now to answer the 

questions: Is the value of Xe always the smaller of the two synthesis eigenvalues obtained, and what are the charac
teristics of the fluxes corresponding to X, ? 

The magnitudes X, , (C12/C1), (C21/C2) can be expressed as functions of the a and A parameters using the results just 
obtained: e.g. Eqs. (37) through (39) together with the definitions in Eqs. (15) through (18) and Eqs. (20) through 
(29). The very complex functions of the parameters resulting are unmanageable for hand calculations, especially for 
the survey type needed here. A computer code called SPURIOL^S has been written to calculate the values of X,, 
(C12/C1), and (C12/C2) and of the reconstructed flux as fimctions of ai, a* , ai, a* , and Ai, A2, Af , A* . The reactor 
chosen for this numerical survey is the 60-cm slab reactor of Yasinsky and Henry^ with XS/̂  neglected. The numeri
cal results obtained to the present are the following: 

(1) The synthesis flux for X = X, is in general unrealistic, having large regions of negative magnitude. 
(2) There are numerous choices of parameters a and A that yield values of X, smaller than X,. In numerous cases 

the values of X, are even negative. 
The following are just a few typical results among the many similar ones obtained so far: 
Case 1: 

ai = 3.00; at = 5.002 

a2 = 0.90; a2* = 1.003 

X, = 1.0218; k, = 0.9786 

X. = 0.0233; it, = 42.9056. 

In this case the value of Xs is much smaller (and of course the value of kg// much larger) than the corresponding 
exact values. Both energy groups exhibit large areas of negative values. 

Case 2: 

ai = 1.010; 

ai = 1..500; 

X, = 1.0218; 

X. = 1.0085; 

at = 4.502 

a2* = 5.003 

k, = 0.9786 

k, = 0.9916. 

Exact and spurious eigenvalues are in this case close to each other but the corresponding fluxes are quite different. 
The spurious fluxes exhibit large areas of negative values. 

Case 3: 

cci = 4.500; at = 3.000 

a2 = 2.000; at = 5.000 
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X, = 1.0218; 

X. = -0 .2394; /c. 

0.9786 

-4.1764. 

The spurious fc is negative in this case and larger in magnitude than the true one. Once more the fluxes have nega
tive values. JIultiple areas of negative values for Group 1 are observed in this instance. 

The parameters A have no influence on the eigenvalue and their effect on the flux has not been inve.stigated yet. 
Their values throughout w-ere taken as follows: Al = 1.0; Ao = 1.0; Af = 1.0; and A* = 1.0. 

SUMMARY OF RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS 

We have been able to show that anomahes of the type previously reported for collapsed group flux synthesis occur 
also for non-collapsed synthesis calculations. 

The values found for the spurious eigenvalues cover a wide range from very large positive to very large negative 
values. The accompanying fluxes are quite unrealistic. The situation is one with a great deal of potential trouble for 
synthesis calculations performed by a machine code using a power iteration routine to search for the eigenvalues. 
The code would always converge to the largest fc,// and consequently would produce totally wrong results. 

The true solution could be present, as is the case in our calculation, but masqued completely "behind" the spurious 
one. The situation clearly deserves attention, and we intend to devote some time to it: by making a more detailed 
and systematic study of the behavior of Xs as a function of the parameters; by using the two-dimensional Argonne 
synthesis capability (the ARC system modulo SYN2D) to calculate the cases presented here by iterative methods; 
and by extending the theory to more complex cases. 
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I V - 1 8 . M o d i f i c a t i o n o f t h e M u l t i r e g i o n R e s o n a n c e A b s o r p t i o n C o d e R A B B L E 

P. H. K I E R 

A method of computing regional slowing down 
sources has been developed which ehminates the in
stabilities' that appeared previously. In RABBLE, 
the energy region of interest is divided into broad 
groups for which eff'ective cross sections are edited. 
These broad groups are divided into very narrow fine 
groups of equal lethargy width. For each fine group an 
integral transport formulation uses regional slowing 
down sources to compute regional colhsion densities. 

The regional slowing down source for a fine group of 
width AM is the rate at w'hich neutrons are scattered 
into Au. If the group extends from u to u -\- A«, the 
regional slowing down source is taken to be S(u) AM: 

S(u) V I— r F.„(u')e-'''-''"' du, (1 
t^l 1 — a„ Ju~i„ 

where Fs(u ) is the rate at which neutrons are scattered 
at lethargy u by nuclide n, e„ is the maximum lethargy 
gain per colhsion (or scattering interval) for nuchde n, 
and a = ln( l /e„) . The method of evaluating S(u) 
must be extremely fast because it is computed tens of 
thousands of times in typical problems. Obviously, 
straightforward numerical integration is too slow. The 
methods that had been tried were based on recursion 
formulations in which Eq. (1) is essentially differen
tiated: 

dS{u) 
du 

+ S{u) = F.(u) - a f . d f ) , (2) 

where, for simplicity of notation, the nuclide index has 
been suppressed. From Eq. (2) it can be seen that in a 
fast reactor in which the flux can be attenuated greatly 
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over a scattering interval, it is possible for negative 
slowing down sources to be computed. 

In the method of calculating the slowing down source 
that has ehmin.ated these instabilities, the lethargy 
range of interest is divided into sections, each a scatter
ing interval wide. Thus lethargy u = ne -\- 5 is in the 
(n -{- i)th section. The source is expressed as the sum 
of two components: one which consists of neutrons that 
are scattered from the same .scattering interval section 
and another component which consists of neutrons that 
are scattered from the preceding section. 

For the first component, which will be denoted by 
Si{u), neutrons are scattered from the interval ne to 
ne -f- d. Therefore Si(u) is given by 

, .n.+J 

Si(u) = :r^— du'F.{u')e-^--''''. (3) 
1 — a Jnt 

With the objective of relating Si{u) to Si(u — Au) let 
us rewrite Eq. (3) in the following form: 

Si(u) -^— ( du'F.{u')e~^''~'"' 
1 — a Ji.-Au 

+ 
-Au f.nt+i-lu 

~ du'F.{u')e-
\ — a Jnt 

(4) 

The second term on the right hand side of Eq. (4) is 
just e~''"Si(u — Au); hence Eq. 4 becomes: 

Si.k = PiF..k-i + e'^'Suk-i, (5) 

where fc is the group index and 7*i is the probability that 
a neutron is scattered down one group. It should be 
noted that Eq. (5) can be evaluated rapidly, that it 
does not require much memory and that it >ields an 
inherently positive Sn . 

To insure that the slowing down be positive, a some
what different procedure is used to compute the con
tribution to the slowing down source from the preceding 
scattering interval section, Si,i. The scattering rate 
distribution in the preceding interval is assumed to 
have an approximate form, F{x), where x = u — 

(n — De. Then S2.k is found by substituting P(x) into 
Eq. (3) and integrating over the appropriate limits: 

\ — a h 
"F.{x) dx. (6) 

A form for F,(x) that has been quite satisfactory is 

F,{x) = e~'(ai + a2X + SiX'). (7) 

The lethargy moments of the scattering rate distribu
tion. 

M, -i: x"F.{x) dx. (8) 

are computed. Then the coefficients a„ are obtained by 
substituting Eq. (7) into Eq. (8), for n = 0, 1, 2, and 
by inverting the resulting matrix. The use of Eqs. (6) 
and (7) to compute &.» has several favorable charac
teristics: Si.k is computed rapidly, it is positive, and 
it requires relatively little storage, in contrast to earher 
formulations which required the storage of tens of 
thousands of scattering rates. 

Several other changes have been made in RABBLE 
to reduce its running time and to increase its utility. A 
major reduction in running time has been achieved by 
permitting the user to specify the number of closest 
resonances of a particular sequence that contribute to 
the cross section at a given energy. The utility of the 
program has been increased by permitting it to compute 
elastic scattering matrices, by allowing for a transverse 
buckhng, and by permitting group cross sections to be 
averaged over specified regions. 
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IV-19. Further Developments in Integral Transport ^Methods for Resonance Region 
Calculat ions i n Plate-Type Lattices Using the RABID Code 

ARNE P. OL.SON 

The theory used by the RABID code to solve the 
one-dimensional slab geometry integral transport equa
tion for neutrons slowing down in the resonance energy 
region has been reported in Ref. 1. In that work, the 
integral transport equation was WTitten as 

CR = P[S„ -I- R CR], (1) 

where CR and So are colhsion rate and source vectors, 
P is a colhsion probability matrix, and g is a diagonal 
matrix representing the probabiht\- of scattering within 
a group. 

file:///bsorp


19. Olson 435 

Solving Eq. (1) , 

CR = [£•"' - S]"'S„. (2) 

Formerly, the RABID code solved Eq. (1) by an ap
proximate method which had the property of reducing 
to the exact solution for the homogeneous case. Since 
thtit time it has been found possible to solve Eq. (2) 
exactly for heterogeneous problems without incurring 
more than a few percent increase in computation time. 

The basic fault of the approximate method was the 
build-up of errors in fluxes which came about as a result 
of errors in the spatial transfer of ingroup scattered neu
trons. In the rather extreme example of a binary cell 
consisting of a heavy-atom absorber plate and a light-
atom moderator plate, the flux in the absorber plate 
was overestimated by about 1 % when it was optically 
thin. Physically, most of the ingroup scattered neutrons 
were produced by collisions in the absorber plate, and 
should have suffered their next colhsion in the optically 
thick moderator plate. However, it was found that in 
the approximation method, the ingroup scattered neu
trons tended to remain in the absorber plate, giving too 
high a flux there. 

The matrix inversions of Eq. (2) can be eliminated 
by introducing the assumption that ingroup scattering 
does not occur. In order to conserve neutrons, the down-
scatter probability, J^t (as defined in Eq. (10) of Ref. 
1), must be shghtly altered. The sum of the down-
scatter probabilities must remain unity. Noting that 

ZP' 
1=1 

7^ 1 (3) 

it is apparent that dividing Ft by 1 — e " will conserve 
neutrons when ingroup .scattering has zero probability 
(P. = 0). In that case, 

P ;A! ( = P , A u / ( l - e"''") 
. -Lu 

_ 1 — C - ( J - l ) 4 » 

1 - a 
t = \,-2, 

(4) 

The user can decide whether or not to include ingroup 
scattering. An exhaustive study has not been made to 
establish how important this choice is. Certainly in 
niany typical problems where IJ > 100, one can safely 
ignore ingroup scattering. Problems for which Ij < 100 
should be examined using both options before arbi
trarily ignoring ingroup scattering. 

In order to represent neutron lo.s.ses by leakage from 
a finite-sized system with budding B^, one need only 
scale the colhsion probability matrix P by a nonleakage 
probability, PNL. A reasonable definition of PNL is 
obtained as follows: 

PNLt = 
{^i)k 

where 
k is the fine-group index, 

(2()t is the flux-volume-weighted total macroscopic 
cross section for the unit cell, 

KREG KKEG 

(S,). = Z (S„-.*,..4)./E («̂ *-4).- (6) 

KREG KREG 

« Z (Zo4k-i-V),lY. ('i'k-iA)i, (7) 
1=1 t - l 

A i is the thickness of region ,̂ 
KREG is the number of regions, and 

(o>. = 
• KCOMP KMAT / \ " 

3 E 4.. Z iV,™^.y(^-l-l -m) 
m - l J - l \Oti / 

KCOMP 

E -4„ 

(8) 

(S,)i + {D)kB'- .) 

KCOMP and KMAT are the number of compositions 
and materials, respectively, and /loj is the average cosine 
of the scattering angle for material j . Hopefully, a 
better recipe for (D) can be found, for example, by using 
a transport-theory code which will account for leakage 
parallel and perpendicular to the plates in slab geome
try. In the meantime, it should be noted that PNL is 
rather insensitive to errors in (D) for large systems. 
Also, group-averaged cross sections will in general be 
quite insensitive to (D). Provision has been made to 
use broad-group-dependent bucklings in finite systems. 

To illustrate the use of RABID in studying in-cell 
reaction rates, some results uill be given for comparison 
with experiments^ on IT-23S capture rates in ZPR-3 
Assemblies 53 and 54. In the experiments, depleted 
uranium foils were irradiated in the cell locations as 
shown in Fig. IV-19-1. 

Heterogeneously self-shielded, 23-epithermal-group 
neutron cro.ss sections generated by MC^ were used by 
the TESS^ transport code in a one-dimensional, double 
B\i cell calculation. The amphtude variation exhibited 
by this calculation was clearly too small, because the 
self-shielding of each foil was inadecjuately accounted 
for. 

More accurate calculations of the reaction rates in 
each foil were obtained from RABID. U-238 capture 
cross sections in the energy range from 24.8 keV to 
3.35 keV (a span of S MC^ fine groups, each 0.25 
lethargy units wdde) were obtained from statistically 
generated resolved resonance sequences for it,J) states 
of (1/2,0), (1/2,1), and (3/2,1). The Schmidt' tabula
tion was used for both the unresolved and the resolved 
resonance parameters. The resonance sequences were 
centered on each MC" fine group. Resolved U-238 
resonances were used from 3.35 keV down to 13.7 eV. 
Resolved resonances for aluminum, iron, chromium, 
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F I G . lV-19-1. U-238 In-Cell Capture Rales in ZPR-S -'Vs.semhlies 5,3 and 54. ANL-ID-lOS-.ilt. 

and nickel were used from 24.S keV to 13.7 eV. Smooth 
cross sections for Pu-239 were used dowTi to 275 eX, 
below which resolved resonance parameters were used. 
Similarly, Pu-2-tO was accounted for by smooth cross 
sections above 130 eV and resolved resonances below 
130 eV. Fine group fluxes from an ultra-fine group 
homogeneous [NIC" calculation were used to weight the 
RABID foil reaction rates. Above 24.8 keV the spatial 
flux was very flat, the self-shielding of each foil became 
uniform, and the contribution to the total capture rate 
was about 28 fc. The RABID calculations are the same 
(to within 0.3%) whether a spatially flat flirx is as
sumed above 24.8 keV, or if TESS spatial fluxes are 
used to weight the foil activations. Also, the contribu
tion by neutrons below 13.7 eV is negligible. The ampli
tude variation shown by this calculation would be ex
pected to increase slightly if resonance sequences were 
used above 24.8 keV, but not enough to display the 
experimental variation. 

It is concluded that broad-group transport calcula

tions of U-238 capture rates in foils are rather inade
quate, and that "exact" RABID calculations agree 
fairly weU with experiment. Uncertainties in U-238 
resonance parameters may explain those differences re
maining between theory and experiment. Also, "scat
ter" in the experimental data indicates that the errors 
assigned to them may be too small. 
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IV-20. Test ing of the Perturbat ion Modules i n the Argonne 
Reactor C o m p u t a t i o n (ARC) S y s t e m 

P. H. K I E R 

Tostins of the ID-pcrturbation module and tlic 2D-
pt-rturbation module in the ARC system' and their 
associated paths, which was begun during the pre
ceding fiscal year, was completed successfully during 
this period. The types of perturbations considered 
were: changes in chi fission vectors and matrices, 
changes in isotopic cross sections, and region-dependent 
buckling changes. Also the capability of computing the 
effective delayed neutron fraction was tested. An error 
in the modules that appeared with a change in trans
verse leakage was uncovered and corrected. This error 
accounted for the discrepancies between the results of 
perturbation and of diffusion calculations that were 
reported earlier.^ 

TAHIJ'] IV-2U-I. CONFIGURATION FOK COMPOSITION C H I 
MATRIX PEKTURHATIONS 

KfBian 

1 

2 

3 

1 

cm 

10 

60 

80 

ni l 

Composition 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Material 

Bl 
B2 

Cl 
C2 

Bl 
B2 
Cl 
C2 

li l 

Volume 
Fraction 

1.0 
1.0 

1.0 
1.0 

0.7 
0.7 
0.:) 
o.:i 

1.0 

C H I i l A T R i x AND V E C T O R P E R T U R B A T I O N S 

Problems were run with both the ID- and the 2D-
pcrturbation standard paths in which an isotopic cross 
section set, ARC.JM31F, was used which has fission
able isotopes with different chi vectors. Isotopes sub
scripted with " B " have one chi vector while isotopes 
subscripted with " C " have the standard data set chi 
vector. The problems were run for a parallelepiped re
actor described in Table IV-20-I and IV-20-II. Because 
Compo.sition 3 is composed of isotopes with different chi 
vectors it has a chi matrix. A ID criticality search re-
.sulted in a critical half-height of 92.02078 cm (the ex
trapolation distance was taken to be 16 cm) in the two 
transverse directions. In the 2D computations, the half-
height of the reactor in the ?/-dircction was taken as 
92.03078 cm and a logarithmic boundary condition 
was imposed so that a cosine flux distribution would 
vanish at 108.03078 cm. 

The description of the i)roblems and the comparison 
of the results of ID-pcrturbation, 2D-perturbation and 
ID-diffusion calculations are given in Table IV-20-III. 
For these calculations and others to be described the dif
fusion calculations were run with very tight convergence 
criteria so that k was computed with eight figure ac
curacy. In tHfese problems, the chi vector for certain 
isotopes was perturbed by nuiltiplying it by a factor for 
specified groups to yield reactivities between 10~^ and 
10~^ As can be seen from Table IV-20-ni the agree
ment between the three types of calculations is excel
lent. 

Problems were also run to test the ID-perturbation 

TABLl'] IV-20-1I. ISOTOPIC CONCENTKATIONS OF MATI^HIAI.S FOR CoMrosiTioNs USI;D IN CHI 
MATKIX PFHTURBATIONS, 10^* atoms/cm* 

.Material 

Bl 

B2 

Cl 

C2 

Ul 

Isotope 

Fe B 
Na B 

U-235 B 

Fe C 
Na C 

U-2.^5 C 

Fe 11 
Na IC 

Cone. 

0.03 
0.006 

0.000025 

0.03 
0.008 

0.00004 

0.04 
0.01 

Isotope 

Ni B 

U-2.38 B 

Ni C 

U-238 C 

Ni 11 

Cone. 

0.003 

0.01 

0.003 

0.008 

0.004 

Isotope 

Cr B 

Cr C 

Pii-2:i9 C 

Cr 11 

Cone. 

0.006 

0.000 

0.0013 

0.008 
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T.\BLE 1V-20-I1I. COMPARISON OF I D - D I F F U S I O N AND 2 D -
PFRTCKBATION CALCULATIONS FOR C H I VECTOR CHANGES 

Isotope 

U-23o B 
U-235 B 
SKTCHI 
.SETCHI 
SKTCHI 

Factor 

20 
1.1 
l.OOCH 
1.01 
1.0O4 

Group 

From 

5 
1 
1 

5 
0 

To 

7 
22 
22 

5 

7 

ID-Diff. 

8.100 
2.029 
3.943 
1.684 
2.824 

Ik k\ 10-' 

ID-Pert. 

8.034 
2.028 
3.943 
1.684 
2.824 

2D-Pert. 

8.033 
2.028 
3.942 
1.684 
2.824 

TABLE IV-20-IV. DESCIUPTIUN OF C K I T R A L SPHKRICAL 

REACTOR FOR ISOTOPIC C H I MATRIX PERTURBATIONS 

Region 

1 

2 

Radius, 
cm 

22.594 

55.094 

Composition 

1 

2 

Isotope 

U-235 
U-238 
Al 
Ni 
Cr 
Fe 

U-235 
U-238 
Al 
Ni 
Cr 
Fe 

Concentra
tion, 
10" 

atoms cm^ 

0.006727 
0.007576 
0.019019 
0.000839 
0.001918 
0.007712 

0.000089 
0.040026 
0.00i:i59 
0.000049 
0.001129 
0.004539 

module ^i th respect to perturbations in the neutron 
source induced by changes in isotopic chi matrices. For 
these problems the 26-group, Bonderenko, isotopic cross 
section set, XS233.D1R was used. The reactor was cho
sen to be a two-region sphere ^\^th compositions shown 
in Table IV-20-r\'. The outer radii for criticality were 
obtained from a search within which the mesh was 
changed. 

The description of the problems and the comparison 
between the restdts of ID-perturbation and ID-diffu
sion calculations are given in Table R'-20-V. The cross 
section set has an energy structure such that neutrons 
are born in Groups 1-11 and a neutron can induce 
fission of r-238 only in Groups 1-5. In the first four 
problems selected elements of the chi matrix for U-235 
were multiphed by the factor / . In the fifth problem, 
elements of the chi matrix for r-238 for source neutrons 
appearing m Groups 12-18 were made non-zero. In the 
last problem, neutron-induced fission reactions for U-
238 were added in Groups 6-10 and the chi matrix was 
changed so that source neutrons appear in all groups. 
For all sbi problems the agreement between perttirba-
tion and diffusion calculations is excellent, the dis
crepancies being less than 0.1 fc. 

ISOTOPIC CROSS SECTION PERTURB.\TIOXS 

Problems were run to test the perturbation modules 
with respect to changes in cross sections for specified 
reactions and groups for specified isotopes. The con
figuration considered and the cross section set used 
were the same as in the chi vector perturbation prob
lems described earlier. The cross sections, crj , c,, vaj 
and a,, were perturbed by multiplymg them by a factor 
for specified groups. The description of the problems 
and the final comparison of ID-diffusion, ID-perturba
tion, and 2D-perturbation calculations are given in 
Table IV-20-AT. It can be seen that the agreement is 
excellent. 

When these problems were first run there were large 
discrepancies between the diffusion calculations and the 
perturbation calculations when the transport cross sec
tion was changed. It was found that the Hmits of inte
gration in transverse directions were being taken as the 
physical heights of the reactor. However this was in
consistent with diffusion theory in which the only rele
vant transverse dimension is the extrapolated height. 
The basic equation for AA/A= used by the perturbation 
modules is 

&(\/k) 
{[bM - (l/k)SF]4>. 

(1) 

where F is the fission operator, M is the operator that 
contains the Laplacian, absorption and scattering terms, 
0 is the real flux, and </>* is the adjomt flux. The brackets 
represent the inner product integrated over the volume 
of the reactor. The use of incorrect hmits of integration 
in Ecj. (1) causes errors only when there is a change in 
transverse leakage so that discrepancies arose when the 
transport cross .section was perturbed. 

The perturbation modules were modified such that 
the limits of transverse integration in the denominator 
of Eq. (1) were fixed at the extrapolated height of the 

T.\BLF, IV-20-V. COMPARISON OF THE RESULTS OF PERTUR

BATION AND DIFFUSION COMPUTATIONS FOR ISOTOPIC CHI 

MATRIX CHAN<iEs IN A TWO-REGION SPHERICAL REACTOR 

Isotope 

U-235 
U-235 
U-235 
U-23D 
U-238 
U-238 

Matrix 
Perturbed for 

Groups: 

Ab
sorp
tion 

1-26 
1-26 
3-6 
3-6 
1-5 
6-10 

Source 

1-11 
3-6 
1-11 
3-6 

12-18 
1-26 

/ 

1.0005 
1.0006 
1.001 
1.002 

X i j 

0.005 
0.00025-

At/k', IO-* 

Diffu
sion 

1.707 
1.332 
1.505 
1.466 
1.701 

Pertui-
bation 

1 708 
1.332 
1.505 
1.466 
1.702 

1.531 1.532 

" vS/ = 0.1 was added in groups 6-10. 
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TABU IV'-20-VI. C'oMi'AHisoN OF I D - D I F F U S I O N , ID-Pt^RTUHOATioN, AND 2D-PERTURBATION CALCULATIONS FOR CHANGES 

IN ISOTOPIC CROSS SECTIONS 

Isotope 

U-235 B 
U-235 B 
U-238 B 
U-238 B 
Pu-239 C 
Pu-2.39 C 
Na C 
Na C 
Na C 
Na C 

<^/ 
"/ 
CTc 

" c 

,1:, 
„2, 
C l r 

ff(r 

f f r 

•r,r 

Groups 

From 

1 
22 

1 
22 

1 
5 
1 
1 
1 
1 

To 

22 
22 
22 
22 
22 

5 
22 
22 
22 
22 

Factor 

1.15 
1.75 
1.003 
1.0075 
1.0002 
1.1 
1.04 
1.01 
1.004 
1.01 

ID-Diff. 

-1 .295 
-1 .790 
-1 .496 
-1 .462 

1.739 
1.304 
6.311 
1.581 
0.633 

Mi/'k', 10-' 

ID-Pert. 

-1 ,296 
-1 .796 
- 1 , 4 9 8 
-1 .465 

1.739 
1.304 
6.315 
1.579 
0.632 
1.317-

2D-Pert. 

-1 .296 
-1 .796 
-1 .497 
-1 ,463 

1.739 
1.304 

1.316" 

> Perturbation extended over exlriii)olated height in 2-direction and over physical height in y-direction. 
^ Perliirhation extended over extrapolated height in z-direction; boundary condition imposed at physical height. 

TAHLK 1V-20-VII. KF.ACTOR CONFIGURATION FOR 2D 
UEOION-DEPENDI;NT BUCKLING PKRTURBATIONS 

Region 

1 
2 
3 
4 

Com|). 

Cl 
C2 
C3 
C4 

X-Dimensions, 
cm 

0-9.2 
9.2-54.0 

54.0-94.0 
94.0-148.0 

Mesh Points 

4 
12 
12 
8 

TABLE 1V-20-VIII. COMP.\RISON OF PKRTURBATION AND 
DIFFUSION CALCULATIONS FOR 2D REGION-DEPENDENT 

BUCKLING PERTURBATIONS 

reactor, while the Umits of integration in the numerator 
are specified by the user. The latter permits the reactor 
to be perturbed over only a part of the transverse dis
tance and gives the perturbation modules the same 
versatility as the MACH-1 '" package. 

The validity of perturbing only part of the reactor in 
the transverse direction was confirmed as follows. A 
lD-i)erturbation calculation was run in which the 
perturbation extended over the extrapolated half-
height, 108 cm, in the z-direction and over the physical 
half-height, 92 cm, in the !/-direction, etc. This system 
was mocked up in a 2D-perturbation problem by hav
ing the perturbation extend over the extrapolated half-
height in the 2-direction and by imposing a logarithmic 
boundary condition at the physicial half-height. From 
Table IV-20-VI we saw that the agreement between the 
ID- and the 2D-porturbation calculations was excellent. 

REGION-DEPENDENT BUCKLING PERTURBATIONS 

Problems were run to test the 2D-perturbation 
module with respect to region-dependent buckhng 
changes for finite x-y geometry. The reactor was com
posed of the four compositions that are described in 
Tables V-5-1 and V-5-2 of Ref. 2. In the i/-dircction, 
the reactor was taken to be uniform with a physical 
half-height of 102 cm. A logarithmic boundary condition 
was impo.sed to correspond to an extrapolation distance 

Problem 

1 
2 
3 

Region 

1 
2 
3 

Half 
Heiglil, 

cm 

102.5 
100,882 
96.0 

Extrap. 
Distance, 

cm 

16.0 
15.75 
16.0 

A kill 

Diffu
sion 

1.006 
-1 .203 
-1 .093 

, io-< 

Pert. 

1.0053 
-1.2024 
-1 .095 

of 14 cm. A buckling search was made to attain the 
critical system; it converged to an extrapolated half-
height of 116.882 cm for the transverse 2-direction. 

The configuration is described in Table IV-20-VII 
and the comparison of results of perturbation with dif
fusion calculations is given in Table IV-20-VIII. From 
Table IV-20-VIII, we see excellent agreement between 
the results of diflusion and perturbation calculations, 
the discrepancies being less than 0.1 %. 

EFFECTIVE DELAYED NEUTRON FRACTION 

During the fiscal year, data on delayed neutron 
parameters have been incorporated into the ARC sys
tem and the perturbation modules and their associated 
standard paths have been modified to use these data to
gether with the real and adjoint fluxes to compute the 
effective delayed neutron fraction fieff . 

For the same reactor configuration as was used in the 
testing for region-dependent buckling perturbations, 
the ID- and 2D-perturbation modules were tested for 
the calculation of fien . The computed fiejf differed by 
only 0.1 % between the two modules when using iden
tical basic E N D F delayed neutron data. The fiejf com
puted by the ARC modules differed from that com-
inited by the BAILEFF portion of the MACH-1 
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package by approximately 1 1 . i luch of this discrep
ancy can be attributed to approximate neutron emis
sion spectra in the MACH-1 hbrary. 
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n ' - 2 1 . M o d i f i c a t i o n s t o t h e I n t e g r a l T r a n s p o r t H e t e r o g e n e i t y C o d e C A L H E T - 2 

ARNE P. OLSON and P. H. KIEK 

A method for calculating heterogeneity effects on 
fliLX, adjoint flux, and eigenvalue in fast reactors was 
developed by Storrer et al.' It consisted of considering 
the difference between the true heterogeneous structure 
of a reactor and the homogeneous eciuivalent as a per
turbation. This integral transport perturbation method 
is the basis for the CALHKT-2 code.' 

CALHET-3 is the Argonne version of CALHET-2. 
Extensive mochfications have been made in order to in
crease its speed, accuracy, and scope. For example, in
teraction ^-ith the ARC system without cross section 
format conversion problems is now achieved through 
the ability to read input cross sections in XS.IS0 
(ARC) format. 

A new output edit option is available in which neu
tron cross sections are cell-averaged using real flux 
weighting, and placed in an XS.IS0 data set. The 
method of cross section weighting is as follows: 

{a'} = <,• f <t,(x}X(xldx /\XH f !<>( . r I „,] (1) 

where <()° is the real flax in group y and in plate j ; .V, is 
the atom density of a given material in plate f', and T'j 
is the volume of plate j , respectively. The homogeneous 
atom density of the given material is 

-v*= E-v,ivE^',-. (3) 

The same weighting factor is applied to a" for all reac
tion proces.?es: ou , Cc, o"/ . and a^^i [elastic, inela-stic, 
or (n,2rt) scattering]. 

Collision probabihties are obtained using the methods 
•which were developed for RABID.^ That is, the col
hsion probabihties are calculated from analytical ex
pressions or by numerical integration using a special 
4-point Gaussian quadrature. The original colhsion 
probabihty calculation performed by CALHET used a 

50-point Simpson's Ruk* numerical integration. It was 
found that coUision probabilities were obtained by the 
methods used in RABID in about 20% of the time re
quired by the Simpson's Rule approach. The accuracy 
of the latter method was also inferior, especially for 
optically thin plates. 

Xeutron leakage originally was accounted for by in
troducing a group-dependent D,jB'g term as a fictitious 
absorption cross section. Another treatment now op
tional consists of reducing the collision probabilities by 
a group-de pendent non-leakage probability; 

PNL" (S?r) 
iZ\r) + 1>,B\ 

(4) 

where (Sfr) is the homogenized macroscopic transport 
cross section in group q. An additional feature now avail
able is provision for using chfferent D,B', terms in cal
culating the homogeneous collision probabilities than 
those used in calculating the heterogeneous colhsion 
probabilities. In this manner, the effects of streaming 
introduced by neutron leakage parallel to the plates 
can be included if an appropriate recipe for the D,B\ 
were available. 

The capabihty of treating a eyhndrical ceU which 
consists of a rod surrounded by concentric annuh has 
been incorporated into the code. The coUision proba
bilities for this configuration are obtained from an 
adaptation of the method used to obtain regional coUi
sion den.sities from regional slo«-ing-down sources in 
RABBLE.'-' In RABBLE, the regional colhsion densi
ties are obtained from the regional source distribution 
by an integral transport procedure which utilizes the 
first-flight escape probabilities for a spatially flat volume 
source in an annular region aud the first-fhght transmis
sion probabiUties for neutrons impinging on one of the 
surfaces of an aimular region. If in the RABBLE formu
lation the source distribution is taken as unity in region 
i and zero elsewhere, the resulting coUision deasity in 

file:///NL-7332
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region j is identicalU- the collision probability that is 
needed by CALHET-3. 

A subroutine has been incorporated into CALHET-3 
which solves the RABBLE algorithm for regional source 
distributions that are Kronecker delta functions. For 
each energy group, the algorithm is solved N 0 R times, 
where X 0 R is the number of regions. 
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IV-22. T h e Improved Spatial Cross Sect ion Homogeniza t ion Ca|)ability 
of the Double Sn Transport Theory Code TESS 

J. P. PLUMMER and R. W. GOIN 

INTRODUCTION 

TESS is a one-dimensional code which solves the 
transport equation in slab or spherical geometry and 
has been operational on the CDC-3600 computer since 
early 1968. The code is based on a direct method of solu
tion (i.e., one reciuiring no "mner iterations") of the 
double iS, formulation in slab geometry, developed by 
G. E. Putnam and programmed as the ]\IIST Code.' 
TESS allows up to 26 groups, 150 mesh points, 40 re
gions and 20 angular intervals. The number of down-
scatter groups is limited to 12 with the option of one-
group Pl anisotropic downscatter. TESS has certain 
user conveniences, hke change case capability and flux 
or bilinear (flux and adjoint) cross section homogeniza
tion over both space and energy. Currently TESS oper
ates on a CDC 3600. 

TESS was written to perform heterogeneity analysis 
on the plate-type Argonne fast critical facilities. The 
cross section homogenization routine is thus a major 
feature of the program, and this has been completely re
vised and expanded recently. The theory upon which all 
the weighting prescriptions now programmed in TESS 
are based is due to R. B. Nicholson.' This theory indi
cates that the proper normalization of the cross section 
weighting expressions depends on whether the entire 
system of repeating cells is to be represented as a slab 
or an equivalent sphere in a later calculation in which 
the homogenized cross sections would be used as the 
core composition data. Furthermore, a system with 
leakage predominantly parallel to the plates, rather 
than perpendicular, is better treated by a third nor
malization. 

T H E CHANGES TO THE PROGRAM 

The various weighting options differ in the way in 
which the quantity—called i; in Ref. 2—which divides 
every weighted cross section is calculated. Following 
are the three different expressions for r}: 

Nl(x,a)Nl {x,a) dVdil (1) 

lo" = A 7 E f [ N',(.r,a)\p\Nf(x,Q)dVdQ (2) 

- " = ^ - | : / / ^ ' ^ - ^ ' " ) (3) 

• A / 1 - MWO (x,U)dVdQ. 

Nlix,Q) and Nl'ix,9,) are the angular flux and adjoint, 
respectively, and are functions of position and angle; 
V is the volume of the repeating cell; g is an energy 
group within homogenized energy group G (if one is 
doing group collapse); Si is the direction vector of the 
neutron, with fi being the direction cosine ^\ith respect 
to a designated direction (in TESS, the n = 0 direction 
is perpendicular to the direction of the one-dimensional 
calculation; hence the two values of /LI = 0 in slab ge
ometry properly treat discontinuities in the angular 
flux at slab interfaces and allow higher accuracy at lower 
angular order than single S„ codes.); finally, the super
script "c" on the angular flax and adjoint denotes that 
these quantities are solutions to the cell problem w\{h. 
appropriate leakages and boundary conditions input to 
the code. 

Let us assume that the structure of an iiidi\'iduul cell 
in the repeating lattice is in slab geometry. However, if 
the entire system is to be represented in the ensuing 
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T A B L F : IV-L '2- I . UKVISKU O I T I T T OPTIONS IN TESS 

NOT 

5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

Weighting 

Bilinear 
Flux 
Flux 
Bilinear 
Flux 
Bilinear 

n 

1 
1 
2 
2 
3 
3 

r,o^r,4y-T.Z ffl'ivdada' 
l0T^\ 7)0 o.O j.J JJJ (g) 

•Nl'(.r,Q)ril(.x)N'i(x,a') 

2;y ^ ^ ^ E E f r f r 2 ; j ' ( . r ) 

• jda\p\N';(.r,a)lda'\p'\Nl(x,a' 
(7) 

calculation by an equivalent sphere, the proper T; to 
use is i;'". If the entire system is a .slab, ri"' is preferable. 
If it is a cylinder, one must decide whether its height-
to-diameter ratio makes it closer to a sphere or a .slab. 
The third expression defines ?;"', and use of i;"' is indi
cated in the .special case in which the leakage from the 
system is predominantly parallel to the plates. Table 
IV-22-I shows which values of the output parameter 
NOT correspond to which cross section homogenization 
schemes. For NOT = NOT -f 0, the weighting option 
jS unchanged, but the code expects fluxes (and ad-
joiiits if bilinear weighting is to be performed) already 

Expressions (4) through (7) define, respectively, the 
homogenized total cross section, fission cross section 
(multiplied by the fission spectrum fraction in ho
mogenized group G and the number of neutrons pro
duced per fission of a neutron with energy in homoge
nized group , / ) , isotropic .scattering cross section, and 
first-order anisotropic scattering cross section. 

We shall briefly indicate how the code performs the 
numerical integration of products of functions de
pending on both position and angle. Take, for example, 
Tjo" as defined in expression (3). Both flux and adjoint 
are expanded to the following order in a two-variable, 
finite difference Taylor series: 

f{r,p) = f(r,,pj)-{- r/ov L.W) 

(ri+ 
•-J^]{r-r.) + 
• u) J 

_l_ {Hri+i'l^i+i) 

'firi <m+i ) - f(r. ,Pi> 
(fi+ fi) 

(p ,) 

- f ( r j) -i(r,,Pi+i)+ }{ r<,Pi)'\ 
(S) 

( / • ',)(p .,) 
.stored in memory from a preceding problem. I'or values 
of NOT < .5, TESS does not do cross section homogeni-
zatiim. It should be pointed out that the only option for 
cell weighting of cross sections which works in spherical 
geometry is NOT = 6. 

The options NOT = 7 and S have been thoroughly 
tested and compared in the CF^DANKEN studies, the 
results of which have been reported in Ref. 3. The op
tions NOT = T) and 6 did not apply since the GEDAN-
KEN systems are semi-infinite slabs but occasional use 
of NOT = 6 gave a heterogeneity factor typically about 
I'lf too high. The results for NOT = 7 and S were 
invariably quite good, to the extent that a choice be
tween the two would be difficult to make. 

It is of interest to repeat here the expressions for the 
various cell averaged quantities just as they are de
fined ill Ref. 2, because this is exactly what TESS cal
culates: 

^o-~Y. ffdadv 

• [N':{x.a)z,(.r)Nl(x.a) + N:(x,a) "-^^^5r^] 
(4) 

(x''^/)ja 
va gta jtJ -J •! •> 

dV dQ r/fi 
HW^Vrjo ^ fTj J J J ( 5 ) 

•Nl'(x,U)x,i'j^fjix)N'}ix,u'} 

(r,+i — ri)ipj+i — Hj) 

This expansion applies to the ranges r, < r < r,+i and 
y.} < fi < fij+i • The product of an expansion like this 
for the flux and a similar one for the adjoint is formed. 
Each term is multiphed by \/l — H^. The resulting 
lengthy expression is then integrated analytically from 
/ij to /i;+i and from r̂  to r^+i. This expression is then 
summed over all i in the cell and all j such that M> runs 
from — 1 to 1. 

There has been one more .significant addition to 
TESS, and that is in the area of leakage treatment. 
As mentioned previously, TESS accepts buckling input 
in any of four forms: 1) a single value of B^;2) a differ
ent value of B for each material; 3) a different value of 
B for each group, independent of material; and 4) a 
different value of B' for each group and each material. 
The choice is determined by .setting input parameter 
IBUK equal to 1, 2, 3, or 4, respectively. The code 
calculates D for each group and material as 1/(3S() 
and calculates DB^ for each group and material which 
it then adds to 2( as a pseudo-absorption cross section. 
After the fliLx iterations have converged, the DB^ addi
tions are subtracted from the 2( values so that any 
ensuing cross section homogenization is done correctly. 
The new addition to TESS involves an entirely different 
method of handhng leakages, developed by A. P. Olson 

* Applied Physics Division, Argonne National Laboratory. 
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for the CALHET-2 code. It consists of multiplying the 
source term for each group by a non-leakage probability 
for that group which is simpl>- S,/( S, -(- DB"). The cross 
sections are unaltered, and in this case the user inputs 
as many DB' (not B') values to the code as there are 
energ\- groups in the calculation. The option is chosen 
b\- setting IBl 'K = .i. Comparisons of the effectiveness 
of this option, compared to IB l 'K = 4, are also made 
in Ref. 3. Both gave (luite good results. 

WORK STILL IN PROGRESS 

The options NOT = 9 and 10 are still being tested 
to determine how useful they are. Due to the reduction 
in the number of tapes available to the CDC 3600, the 
reaction rate option in TESS is currently not available. 
This calculation will probably be converted to employ a 

disk. The manual for TESS is now near completion 
and mil be released as ANL-7406'". 
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lV-23. Self Shie lding of Annular and Solid Cylinders 

R . B . NICHOLSON 

There are in the available literature' tabulations and 
graphical presentations of neutron self-shielding factors 
for monoenergetic neutrons and pure absorbers (negligi
ble scattering). It has been found convenient in the 
analysis of central reactivity worth samples in the fast 
critical assemblies to develop .some analytical approxi
mations for the self-shielding factors and related func
tions for use on the computer. Also it was useful to de
rive a simple correction factor for finite-length thin-
waUed annular cylinders. Usually in the experiments 
the mean chord length in the sample is less—and often 
much less—than a neutron mean free path. One can 
therefore employ series expansions. 

In this paper the self-shielding factor is the ratio of 
the average flux in the sample to the incident surface 
flux. The latter is assumed to be monoenergetic, iso
tropic, and tmperturbed by the presence of the sample. 
The monoenergetic limitation can of course be removed 
by averaging the self-shielding factor / over the inci
dent energy spectrum. 

INFINITE SOLID CYLINDERS 

The self-shielding factor for an infinite solid cylinder 
can be expressed as an integral over the Ki, function': 

. .,11 

- - cos eKii(2i cos e) de 
TT Jo 

2£ 

fiS, Ki^(x) = f "(i'-i)- 'dt 

R is the radius of the cylinder, and Z is the macroscopic 
cross section (pure absorber). 

An infinite series expression for / in the expansion 
parameter $ is obtained by integrating the expansion 
for Kis. The Kis expansion is obtained by a threefold 
integral of the expansion for the ivo Bessel function. 
The result is 

/ = l - f + i : & . . f ' " ( a . , -Inf), 
o „=0 

where 

On = In '. 

h -

2-1- n -1-

"*" (2n 

4(2n -

^ -
i2(r 4-

+ l)(2ri 

1)!! 

+ ")-. n) 

24n -h 11 
1 -1- 2)(2n + 3) 

n+l . 

^ (2m + l)(2m + 2) 

where 

{n -\- l){n\)\2n -\- i)\\ 

7 = 0.57721.56649015. 

The first three coefficients are given in Table IV-23-I. 

(m(m - 2) (m - 4) • • • (1) m odd "m!!= 
,m{m — 2){m — i)- • • (2) m even. 



444 IV. Reactor Computation Methods and Theory 

Because of the rapid convergence of the coefficients 
of the series, it is a practical calculational formula for 
values of ^ < 2.0. Asymptotic formulae are available 
for larger values. 

INFINITE HOLLOW CYLINDERS 

The situation is more complex for the hollow cylinders 
and the most economical approach appears to be solu
tion of the final integral by a computer. The self-shield
ing factor iŝ  

f- e)< r 4 / r'^ 
1 — -< / cos 6Ki\(m CO: 

+ / cos 6Kiz[ni(cos 6 
Jo 

- Vcos2 Q _ cos2 0^)] (fsK / ») cos dl, 

,\-here 

m = 2RaI. 

6i = sin"' iR,/Ro) 

and Ro and Ri are the outside and inside radii of the 
hollow cylinder, respectively-. 

We have found power series and asymptotic expan
sions for Kh suitable for small and large values of the 
argument respectively'. However, many terms are re
quired to obtain good accuracy at intermediate values. 
A more useful approximation for use on the computer 

TABLK IV-23-I. COKFFICIENTS FOR SERIES EXPANSION (IF 
f FOR INFINITE SriLiu CYLINDEHS 

-

0 

1 

2 

On 

In 2 - -, -1- ^ 
4 

l n 2 - . + ^ 

77 
In 2 - 1 H 

56 

b„ 

1 

2 

1 

24 

1 

384 

is given in terms of a ratio of polynomials^ and is valid 
for the complete range of arguments. Table IV-23-II 
gives the results for / for the range of radii and cross 
sections of interest in the critical a.ssembly measure
ments. 

THIN-WALLED FINITE HOLLOW CYLINDERS 

The reactivity .samples for the critical assembly meas
urements do not have a high enough length-to-diameter 
ratio to treat them as infinite cylinders with no end 
correction. The correction can be made to an accepta
ble appro.ximation by considering the ratio of self-

TABLE IV-23-III. SELF-SHIELDING FACTOR FOR FI.MTE 
THIN-W.\LLED HOLLOW CYLINDERS 

J 

0.01 
0.02 
0.05 
0,10 
0.20 
0.50 
1.0 
2.0 
5.0 

L,'D 

0.25 

0.979 
0.963 
0.927 
0.880 
0.809 
0.665 
0.519 
0.356 
0.173 

0.5 

0.978 
0.961 
0.922 
0.872 
0.796 
0.645 
0.495 
0.333 
0,158 

1.0 

0.976 
0.958 
0,917 
0.863 
0.781 
0.021 
0.464 
0.303 
0.139 

2.5 

0,975 
0.956 
0.910 
0.852 
0.763 
0.591 
0.428 
0.268 
0.118 

5.0 

0.974 
0.954 
0,907 
0.846 
0.753 
0.575 
0.410 
0.252 
0.109 

10.0 

0.973 
0.953 
0.904 
0,842 
0.747 
0,51)0 
0,400 
0.244 
0.105 

25.0 

0,973 
0.952 
0.903 
0.839 
0.743 
0.561 
0.394 
0.238 
0.102 

TABLE 1V-23-IV. KATIO OK SKLF-8HII:LDING FACTOKS FOR 
FINITE AND INFINITE THIN-WAI,LEI> HOLLOW CVLINDER.S 

f 

0.01 
0,02 
0,05 
0 10 
0.20 
0.60 
1.0 
2.0 
S.O 

L/D 

0.25 

1.007 
1.012 
1.028 
1,052 
1.093 
1.196 
1.330 
1.518 
1.734 

0.5 

1.005 
1.010 
1.023 
1.042 
1.075 
1.159 
1,208 
1,417 
1,584 

1.0 

1.004 
1,007 
1,017 
1,031 
1.055 
1.115 
1.190 
1.290 
1.394 

2,5 

1.002 
1,004 
1.010 
1.017 
1,030 
1,061 
1,096 
1.140 
1.185 

S.O 

1.001 
1.003 
1.006 
1.010 
1.017 
1.033 
1.051 
1.073 
1.095 

10.0 

1.000 
1.001 
1.003 
1.006 
1.009 
1.017 
1.026 
1.037 
1,048 

25.0 

1.000 
1.001 
1,001 
1.002 
1,004 
1,007 
1,010 
1,015 
1,019 

R,i: 

0.10 
0.20 
0,50 
1,0 
2,0 
5,0 

10,0 

0.95 

0.984 
0.969 
0.928 
0.868 
0.770 
0.577 
0,402 

TABLl: 1 

0.90 

0.972 
0.946 
0.878 
0.785 
0.646 
0.414 
0.248 

•-23-1I. KL 

0.85 

0.962 
0.927 
0.838 
0.721 
0.559 
0.320 
0.176 

L F - S H I E L D I N G F. 'VCTOR 

0.80 

0.953 
0.910 
0.804 
0.670 
0.496 
0.261 
0.138 

0.75 

0.944 
0.^95 
0.774 
0.627 
0.444 
0.220 
0.114 

-OR INFINII 

0.70 

0.937 
0.882 
0.748 
0.,¥J1 
0.404 
0,192 
0,098 

E HOLLOW 

0.65 

0.930 
0.869 
0.725 
0.560 
0.371 
0.170 
0.086 

CYLINDERS 

0.60 

0.923 
0.858 
0.705 
0.533 
0.345 
0,154 
0.078 

0.55 

0.918 
0.848 
0.686 
0.610 
0.323 
0.142 
0.072 

O.SO 

0.912 
0.839 
0.670 
0.491 
0.305 
0,132 
0.067 
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shiekhug factors for finite aud infinite hollow cylinders 
calculated in the thin-walled limit. The parameter of 
thinness in this case is the ratio of thickness-to-diameter. 
It is not necessary for the thickness to be small com
pared to a mean-free path, although this is usuaUy also 
true in the fast critical experiments. 

In the thin-walled limit we find 

.-J J,T)2 nl |.t.Tn~i(j-L/coa fl) 

{ = - I de dx I cos e cos' * 

• 1 - exp ( ^ ) (/* 
L \COS e cos 0 / J 

+ — / de I dx I COS e cos ' * 
71^ -'O .'O • ' tan-I( iL/cosfl) 

• 1 - exp ( '^ ) rf$, 
L \ 2 cos e COS * / J 

where 
J = 2«S 

t = wall thickness 
L = ratio of length to diameter. 

In the same Umit the self-shielding factor for an in
finite cvlinder is 

U=~J de I dx [ 
ir^ Jo Jo Jo 

d^ cos 6 cos" $ 

Tl-expf -^ )1 
L \cos e cos * / J 

rf#. 

Table IV-2.3-III gives / as a function of f and L for the 
thin-walled finite cylinder. Table IV-2.S-IV is the ratio 
of f to / „ . 
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IV-24. An Extended Equivalance Relat ion 

C. N. KELBER 

Despite advances in computing hardware and meth
ods, the computation of resonance capture still repre
sents a serious problem. In an effort to reduce computing 
time, recourse is freciuently made to the equivalence 
relation' as modified by Levine" and Bell.' Such a 
method represents the escape probability from the 
lump by Wigner's rational approximation. The approxi
mation is modified by dividing the mean chord length 
in the lump by a material-dependent factor, .4. 

Otter' pointed out that if the factor A were adjusted 
to vary from resonance to resonance, more accurate 
re.sults could be obtained. In his paper Otter' presented 
methods for calculating the variation of A. In a subse
quent paper^ we showed how Otter's procedure could 
be modified to yield more accurate estimates with no 
change in computational method. 

In a recent paper"" this problem was again taken up 
in an effort to present a formula for A that includes the 
significant dependence of .4 on resonance parameters 
but does not materially increase computing time. The 
technique was straightforward: Otter's relationship was 
used for the detailed dependence on line shape, and the 
weighting procedure developed earlier' was used to 
calculate an effective value for A for a wide range of 
resonance parameters. Then, after cross plotting to get 

TABLE IV-24-I, V.\LUES OF FITTED P.\RAMETERS FOR 
i = C. 4- (C, 4- C.r , 4- C,l)/-s., + C,2, 4- Ci^l 

, 4- C.f 4- C,Spf 

Parameter 

c. 
c. 
c. 
C j 
C4 
C5 

c. 
C; 

x" 

4-Parameter Fit 

Value 

1. 
1.305 

— 
— 
— 
— 

-0 .042 
-0 ,547 

0,0 

Standard 
Deviation 

0.016 
0,042 

— 
— 
— 
— 

0.0025 
0,05 

99 

8-Parameter Fit 

Value 

1. 
1.302 

-0.0021 
-0,0000019 

0,171 
-0.00254 
-0,0307 
-0 .922 

0,0( 

Standard 
Deviation 

0.011 
0.028 
0.003 
0,00000002 
0,004 
0,000089 
0.0018 
0.04 

86 

approximate parametric forms, the effective values 
were fitted by a least-squares procedure to get the best 
values of the parametric representation. This process 
was applied to cylindrical geometry only. 

The representation studied was: 

i = Co + (Cl + CeS^ + C7O/S0 

+ c,i:, + c,^2% + cut + C5S/, 
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where 

/ = rod radius, cm 
2o = peak resonance cross section, cm~ 
2p = potential scattering cross section, cm~ . 
The results of this procedure are given in Table IV-

24-1. The average residual of the eight-parameter fit, 
0.093, is high; by excluding the range of values So < 20, 
( < 0.3, the average residual is decreased by a factor 
of about two. Inasmuch as the constant value oi A = 
1.3.5, which is commonly used, is in error by 0.17 to 
0.35 over the entire range, use of the fitted form .should 
\ield a better representation of capture on a fine energy 
cale and, hence, of differential effects such as Doppler 

coefficient without causing serious discrepancies in cal
culation of resonance capture. 
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IV-25. A Fast Exponential Subrout ine for Calculat ing 
Collision Probabilit ies on the IBM/360 

ARNE P. OLSON 

A method of calculating colli.sion probabilities in slab 
geometry has been previously described."' The numeri
cal technique involves integration via special Gaussian 
(luadratures of the form 

•'' dt E^'«(^ + A-/̂  •>-^[ (1 

: XI '". exp (-zll). 

(1) 

The ?n-poiiit qundrature weight.-̂  and nodes are Wi and 
/, , respectively, and E„{x) is the exponential integral 
function of order n. 

The use of this method in the RABID code' results in 
about half of the central processor time being devoted 
to evaluating e~' for 0 < a: < 18. Hence a .50% cut in 
time involved in calculating e~' would provide a gain in 
speed ot about 2."> % for RABID—a significant improve
ment for any code. 

Such large gains in speed have been obtained at the 
expense of accuracy and core re<iuirements. The method 
by which Eq. {1) is evaluated uses linear interpolation 
to approximate e~^ by a contintious sefjuence of line 
segments. The usual method of linear interpolation 
would approximate e""̂  as follows: 

U •• • iji + aAx - Xi). (2) 

This method retains numerical precision by keeping 
the hnear increment, ai(x ~ Xi), relatively small. 

However, Ihe x, are redundant subject to this accuracy 
restriction. The most compact Unear interpolation 
scheme, 

y ^ iji 0 < i < 1022 (3) 

does result in a loss of precision due to round-oft', but 
it is much less than the error inherent in the hnear ap
proximation. The tabular intercepts yi and slopes m. 
are 

* 2 1 - e"^ 

A 1 + e" 

.'y. - ^.+1 

yt + iAmi 

(4) 

0 < J < 1022 (5) 

0 < ( < 1022 (6) 

0 < i" < 1022. (7) 

The tabular interval is A = 18.0/1022. With these 
definitions, the average error in Eq. (3) is zero for 0 
< a: < 18. 

A function .subroutine, SXP, has been coded in 
Assembler Language for the IBM/.S60-75. Logical ex
tractions and bit-shifting are used to generate the table 
addresses of the y, and m;. Arithmetic operations for 
the same result would be much slower. The tables are 
initiated by a single prior call to a companion subrou
tine, SXPTBL, which is coded in FORTRAN-IV. 

file:///ield
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The maximum relative error found by testing with 
10,000 random number generated arguments was 3..') X 
10^°, the average relative error was 1.0 X 10"", and the 
computation time was 0.0366 milliseconds per func
tional value—53% of the time u.sed by the standard 
EX? Library Subprogram. Typical gains in speed of 
the RABID code of 21-23 90 have .since been obtained 
using this method. The errors introduced by the re
duced accuracy of SXP compared with EXP were 
found to be insignificant. 
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IV-26. Improved Subrout ine Efficiency Through Cal l ing-Sequence Modification' 

C H . \ R L E S E R W I N C O H N a n d M.iRK H . E L F I E L D * 

In present programming practice, the calling se
quence for subroutines has become standardized. AVith 
minor variations, it consists of a save-place-and-branch 
instruction pointing to the subroutine entry, followed 
by a series of words containing the argument addresses. 
We have found some efficiency gains possible if the 
words in the calling sequence are replaced by instruc
tions which do all or part of the subroutine's job. This 
replacement is done by the subroutine the first time it 
is called from a given location. 

Our implementations of this concept have been done 
on computers whose w^ord length is sufficient to carry 
any operation code in association with the address of 
any location in memory (i.e. the 24-bit-word DDP-24 
and SEL-840). Some of the ideas may not be applicable 
to shorter-word machines that do not have this capa
bility. 

A simple example is a FORTRAN-callable two-
argument integer function subroutine whose result is 
the bit-by-bit logical product of the arguments. Before 
execution, the calling sequence for this function con
tains the following three words: 

1. Save-place-and-branch to the subroutine 
2. Address of first argument 
3. Address of second argument. 
On entry, the subroutine replaces the above with the 

following: 
1. Load-accumulator instruction addressed to first 

argument 
2. No-operation instruction 
3. And-to-accumulator instruction addressed to sec

ond argument. 
In the process, any index tags and/or indirect flags 

* Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio 

associated with the argument addresses are carried 
over to the respective instructions. This takes care of 
cases where the arguments are subscripted variables, 
dummy variables, or arithmetic expressions. The no-
operation instruction is included just to fill up space. 

After performing these substitutions, the subroutine 
transfers control to the first instruction in the sequence. 
On subsequent passes, the sequence is executed in-line 
with no further reference to the subroutine. Such exe
cution saves six memory cycles out of eleven over the 
tightest possible conventional subroutine coding on the 
DDP-24. Siniilar routines have been written for logi
cal-sum and exclusive-or operations. 

The concept is particularly well suited to intrinsic 
functions in FORTRAN. Sophisticated compilers often 
implement such functions with in-line coding. How
ever, compilers for smaller computers usually resort to 
subroutine calls because of memory size limitations at 
compile time. 

An example is lABS, integer absolute value. Its call
ing sequence has the form 

1. Save-place-and-branch to lABS 
2. Address of argument. 

For machines with sign-magnitude arithmetic, the 
above may be replaced by 

1. Load-accumulator instniction addressed to argu
ment 

2. Masking instruction to drop sign bit. 
On the DDP-24, this takes 4 memory cycles for each 
execution after the first, compared to 10 for optimal 
conventional coding, and 17 for the existing library sub
routine. For a machine with a suitable instruction set, 
still another memory cycle may be saved by the se
quence 

1. Clear-accumulator instniction 



448 IV. Reactor Computation Methods and Theory 

2. Add-magnitude instruction addressed to argu
ment. 

The limitation on the use of this technique is the 
calling sequence not being long enough for all the in
structions needed to do the subroutine's job. This is 
true of the lABS function for machines with two's 
complement arithmetic, where the accumulator is ne
gated if it is negative but left unchanged if it is posi
tive. Here, the work can be partitioned between an in
struction in the calling sequence to retrieve the argu
ment and a special closed subroutine that operates on 
the accumulator. That subroutine is coded as part of 
lABS. The calling sequence would thus be altered to 
contain a load-accumulator instruction addressed to 
the argument, followed by a save-place-and-branch to 
the subroutine. This saves 1-2 memory cycles over op
timum conventional coding on the SEL-840. The saving 
arises from the improved efficiency of argument re
trieval. 

Another example in this area is the FORTRAN li
brary function FLOAT. In many systems the FLOAT 
subroutine retrieves the argument and then calls a con
version routine that operates on the accumulator. (This 
conversion routine is the same one for which the com
piler generates a call when an integer-to-real mode 
shift occurs across an equal sign.) It is then logical to 
replace the two-word calling sequence with a load-
accumulator instruction addressed to the argument, 
followed by a save-place-and-branch to the conversion 
subroutine. Again, the increased efficiency ot argument 
retrieval as well as the elimination of one save-place-
and-l)ranch plus return yields a saving of 6 cycles over 
optimal conventional coding and 13 cycles over an ex
isting library subroutine on the DDP-24. 

In one of our implementations of the method, i.e. a 
pair of FORTRAN-callable subroutines for performing 
shift operations, the need for an auxiliary subroutine 
is dependent on the nature of the argument. These sub
routines have two integer arguments, with a calling se
quence as follows: 

1. Save-place-and-branch to subroutine 
2. Address of word to be shifted 
3. Address of shift count. 

The results are left in the accumulator. 
If the address of the shift count is direct, the above 

may be replaced by 
1. Load-accumulator instruction addressed to word 

to be shifted 
2. No-operation instruction 
3. Shift instruction indirect-addressed to shift count. 

I t the address ot the shift count is indirect, the above 
would not work, because the direct address of the shift 
count would be misinterpreted as the shift count itself. 

(In most computers, the effective address of a shift in
struction indicates the shift count itself rather than its 
memory location.) There, the following is required: 

1. Load-accumulator-cxtension instruction addressed 
to word to be shitted 

2. Load-accumulator instruction indirect-addressed 
to shift count 

3. Save-place-and-branch to a shift subroutine which 
takes its o]ierands from the above registers. 

Again, the simplification of argument retrieval im-
pro\es efficiency. 

A final application to be discussed allows the FOR
TRAN programmer to make use ot the increment-
memory instruction that is available on many modern 
computers. This is done through a subprogram that 
may be referenced either as a function or subroutine 
to perform the work of the statement 1 = 1-1-1. That 
statement as normally compiled requires a load, an 
add, and a store instruction taking a total of three loca
tions and six cycles. It is replaced by the statement 
CALL INCRMT(I) which is compiled into a two-word 
calling sequence. The subroutine INCRMT replaces 
the calling sequence W'ith 

1. Increment-memory instruction addressed to argu
ment 

2. No-ojieration instruction, 
taking a total of four cycles. For the subprogram to 
be used as a function, the no-operation instruction 
must be replaced with a load-accumulator instruction 
addressed to the argument if the increment-memory 
instruction does not leave its result in the accumula
tor. That way, the pair of statements 

1 = 1 4 - 1 
IF (I - N)3, 3, 4 

may be replaced by the single statement 
I F ( I N C R M T l I ) - N)3, 3, 4. 

The time savings yielded by these techniques come 
at a slight cost in memoiy space, since a subroutine 
that substitutes instructions takes a few more words 
than an optimally-coded subroutine for directly per
forming the given task. (For INCRMT, that penalty 
is offset by a saving of at least one word in the call
ing program for each reference.) 

Finally, in contrast to most contemporary program
ming practice, these techniques take advantage of the 
original Von Neumann concept of a computer capable 
of modifying its own instructions. 
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IV-27. Software Methods of Data Acquis i t ion on a Smal l Computer 

D. W. M.iDDisoN and C. L. BECK 

449 

The modern small computer has a great potential 
for application to data acquisition tasks. Its applica
tion to such tasks can vary widely. Because it is pro
grammable with software, it can be adapted to several 
jobs simultaneously. The software is easily altered to 
accommodate completely new and different problems. 
As data acquisition requirements change, the appro
priate changes in the computer can be rapidly and 
easily accomplished in most cases. 

As pointed out by Cohn,^ many of these small com
puters are relatively slow in executing certain opera
tions, particularly floating point arithmetic. Most 
data, however, is in integer form or can be considered 
as integer, and the small computer is capable of exe
cuting integer operations very rapidly. Most data ac
quisition applications are strongly time dependent, and 
any data storage module must not introduce signifi
cant time delay with respect to other equipment. Most 
small computers have sufficient instructions that this 
problem is not appreciable. The use of medium sized 
or large computers for data acquisition cannot be 
justified in most cases in terms of cost and time re
quired to service external devices. A small computer, 
however, often can operate as efficiently as a larger 
computer when acquiring data. The extensive data re
duction usually required to produce meaningful results 
can be done with a larger machine by using some inter
mediate storage media, such as magnetic tape. Ex
tensive data reduction can be accomplished even with 
a small computer if sufficient time is available. 

The first apparent drawl)ack of a small computer is 
the hmited storage available. Relatively simple soft
ware techniques, however, can solve most, if not all, 
of these limitations. A 16 bit computer, for instance, 
could store a maximum unsigned number ot 65,535. By 
using double precision storage, this can be extended to 
32 bits, or a maximum unsigned number of about 
4 X 10'. The major drawback to using a double pre
cision technique is that the effective storage array is 
halved. It only a tew entries are expected to exceed 
65,535, then an "overflow table" is a more economical 
method to use. Another fact, often overlooked, is that 
much of the data acquired is of little or no use. A com
puter can easily and rapidly make a decision as to 
whether any particular datum should be stored, dis
carded, or put into a common storage. This decision 
making is easily programmed and can be readily con
trolled by external devices or by the operator as de
sired. 

Our particular experience has been with multichannel 
gamma-ray spectra. The system has been described 
before,- but basically it consists of one small, 16-bit, 
4096-word computer which controls three independent 
gamma-ray spectrometers, including three sample 
changers, three live timers, three analog-to-digital con
verters, a real time clock, and a visual display unit. 
The real time clock is actually done with software 
within the computer. The major output device is a 
magnetic tape unit, but here again the control is ac
complished with software. The primary restrictions 
are on the time required to service three 8192-channel 
analog-to-digital converters. Since our particular data 
analysis method involves, among other things, a deter
mination ot the halt-lite ot the decaying radioactive 
material, the data acquisition must be limited by the 
analog-to-digital converter and not by the computer. 
In addition, the 4096-word computer must store data 
from three 8192-channel converters, and some of this 
space is required tor program. Even with complicated, 
unseparated fission-product spectra, we have found 
that about 10 percent of an 8192-channel spectrum is 
all that we require for routine analysis. In the few 
cases where either much more data storage is required 
or the counting rate is extremely high, we use another 
program that services only one analog-to-digital con
verter. * 

A high counting rate requires a maximum computer 
data acquisition time of about 20 psee and one might 
reasonably expect that several "channels" could ex
ceed a count of 65,535. The particular instructions 
listed are some, but not all, ot those available on our 
SEL 810A computer. Most small computers have 
equivalent or similar instructions. The input program 
looks like this: 

1) AIP Input data from converter to A 
register. 

2) TAB Transfer the number in the A 
register to the index register. 

3) IMS R,l Add one to the memory location 
specified by the sum of the index 
register and R, where R would be 
the memory location for "channel 
0 , " and skip the next instruction 
if the result is zero (overflowed). 

4) BRU 1 Go to instruction 1. 
5) LBA OF Load the index register with the 

content of overflow counter. 
6) STA S,l Store the A register (the channel 
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7) IMS OF 

8) 
9) 

number) in the appropriate place 
in the overflow table. 
Add one to the contents of OF 
(the overflow counter) and skip 
the next instruction ot the result 
it zero. 

BRU 1 Go to instruction 1. 
BRU STOP Go to data termination loop. 

The main part ot this data input loop involves steps 
1, 2, 3, and 4, with a total execution time of 14 psee. If 
a particular channel overflows (exceeds 65,535), steps 
5, 6, 7, and 8 are executed. Typically, the overflow table 
will contain 100 locations, so 100 o^'erflows can be ac
commodated. If more than 100 overflows occur, the 
program goes to an exit loop which terminates data 
collection. It this occurs, usually more than enough 
data have been accumulated and the system can then 
go on to count the next sample. 

While the data collection loop is operating, a real 
time clock sequence also is functioning. A fixed fre
quency pulser is connected to a high priority interrupt 
on the computer, and each time a pulse occurs the fol
lowing loop is executed: 

1) IMS X Add one to memory location X 
and skip the next instruction if 
the result is zero (overflow). 

2) BRU P Return to the previous operation 
before the interrupt occurred. 

3) IMS X -f 1 Same as step 1, except tor loca
tion X -H 1. 

4) BRU P Same as step 2. 
This loop keeps track of the real time since the pro

gram was initialized. Typically wc use a 10 Hz pulser; 

thus the 32-bit double precision register, consisting of 
locations X and X + 1, would be capable ot counting 
clock time tor about 12 years. 

The program that collects data from all three con
verters uses the same clock loop and three input loops, 
each containing an additional check to see if the data 
should be stored or not. Each input loop takes about 
36 ,u.sec to execute (without overflows) and provides 
considerable freedom in data handling. 

The data for any channel can easily be reconstructed 
to its full value by searching the overflow table and 
then the data storage array. Our technique is to essen
tially make a core dump to magnetic tape ot the spec
trum, or all three spectra as the case may be, and then 
reform the data on a larger computer that perforins a 
lengthy data analysis.'' There is not sufficient core 
available on our small computer to execute this analy
sis program, but simplified parts of it have been used 
at various times. A manually controlled analysis pro
gram that gives modified visual data displays and 
printed output is operational on our small computer. 
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IV-28. New Features in the NURF Foi l -Dala Program 

G. S. STANFORD 

Some changes and additions have been made to the 
NURF code,' to provide increased flexibility and to 
incorporate some data corrections that hitherto had to 
be done by hand. Among the new features are: a means 
for making gamma-ray self-absorption corrections; a 
method for making weight-dependent background 
corrections; provision for applying special background 
corrections to specified foils; and automatic rejection 
ot seriously deviant datum points. 

The subroutine that has been added to NURF to 
make gamma-ray self-absorption corrections currently 
applies only to 100-keV gamma rays—that is, to coin

cidence counting tor determining radiative captures in 
l'-238. It makes the correction by modifying the input 
foil weight. Because the absolute magnitude of the 
gamma-ray self-absorption in uranium foils at 100 
keV is not well known at present, the subroutine ap
plies only a compensation for thickness differences, not 
a reduction to zero thickness. The reference thickness 
used is 0.268 g/cm-, corresponding to ~5.58 mils. The 
correction is based on an assumed absolute attenuation 
factor G of ~0.73 for foils of the reference thickness." 

Occasionally one might want to count U-238 cap
tures in enriched uranium toils that were irradiated in 
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a thermal flux, requiring a correction tor self-shielding 
as well as for self-absorption. This correction also is 
made, if the foil is properly designated in the input, 
on the assumption that an enriched toil of the reference 
thickness has a self-shielding factor of 0.593. Taking 
into account the non-linearity of the self shielding as a 
function of thickness, the composite attenuation factor 
G for such toils was calculated to be ~0.52. (A very 
large cadmium ratio is assumed.) 

The adjusted toil weight w' is defined to be the 
weight which, when divided into the observed activity 
ot the toil, yields the specific activity that would be 
observed for a foil ot the reference thickness. The ad
justed weight is calculated according to the formula 

G 
1 - - ( 1 

Wo 
G) \ (1) 

where Wo is the weight of a foil of the reference thick
ness, and w is the actual weight ot the toil. 

The reference weight WQ is proportional to the area 
of the uranium foil, and several sizes of depleted ura
nium foils are used in the Zero Power Reactor activa
tion measurements. The self-absorption routine assigns 
reference weights on the basis ot the foil weight. Occa
sionally the weight of a toil will fall outside the as
signed limits for its type. Such cases require special 
handling. 

The new weight-dependent background-correction 
facility permits subtracting from the counting data a 
background component B„, that is proportional to the 
weight ot the foil, along with subtraction ot the empty-
planchet background. To allow for decay of the com

ponent B,„, or for other purposes, B„ can be multiplied 
by a constant multiplier. 

I t sometimes happens that toils that are counted to
gether do not all have the same specific background 
activity, because of different irradiation histories or 
because they are different materials—e.g., enriched and 
depleted uranium. Hitherto in NURF it has been neces
sary to collate the cards in order to make such speci
fied-foil background corrections. A new feature elimi
nates this requirement, permitting special (weight-de
pendent, as above) background rates to be specified 
tor individual foils. 

Occasionally, some malfunction in the counting 
equipment (e.g., a burst of noise) leads to a bad datum 
point, which should not be included when repeated 
counts ot the same foil are averaged. For automatic re
jection of the more flagrant of such points, NURF now 
uses a new subroutine, DOCTOR, in two places: to 
reject bad points from the least-squares decay-curve 
determination, and to do the same tor the final aver
aging of the repeated counts for each foil. DOCTOR 
computes x" for each set ot points to be averaged, and 
rejects points on the basis of criteria involving -j^, the 
deviation ot the point from the (weighted) average, the 
statistical accuracy of the point, and the number of 
points to be averaged. 
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IV-29. The Eflfects of S/N Rat io on the Resul t s of Polarity Correlation Experiments 

W. K. LEHTO and R. W. GOIN 

Polarity correlation involves the coarse quantization 
of an analog signal into two bits, representing the 
positive and negative states, and calculation ot the 
correlation functions from the resulting time series. It 
has been shown that accurate correlation measure
ments can be made using the two-bit quantization.'- ' 
It has also been shown that reducing the level of quan
tization also reduces the available dynamic range,*" 
with the limit being one decade in a two-bit quantiza
tion scheme. This work covers the less well-known ef
fects ot varying signal-to-noise ratio on the results ot 
polarity-correlation experiments. 

This experimental study was undertaken to deter

mine the practical limit of the S/N ratio. The experi
ment was performed using a polarity correlator (see 
Paper 11-17) coupled to the on-line computer at the 
Zero Power Plutonium Reactor. Prior work" has es
tablished the limit as 0.1 in a full amplitude cross 
power spectral density measurement. 

Analog data from a detector (phototube and plastic 
scintillator) driven by a neutron source was low pass 
filtered (to simulate fast reactor data) and passed into 
each channel ot the polarity cross correlator; these data 
represented the correlated part of the total signal. The 
noise for each channel was derived from separate de
tectors and superimposed on the correlated signal 
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C,!(T) = ^1 -f A.e~" 

s,;.x 

1.0 
0.8 
0.7 
0.6 
0.5 
0.3 
0.2 
0.1 

Slope-a sec ' 

1323 
1287 
1321 
1268 
1283 
1305 
1357 
1457 

% Error 

2.0 
1.2 
1.8 
2.4 
1.2 
0.5 
4.1 

12,0 

. l l 

-0.0080 
-0,0075 
-0.0025 
-0.0021 
-O.OOU 

0.0022 
0.0052 
0,0048 

-1 = 

0..343 
0.271 
0.228 
0.194 
0.147 
0.067 
0,030 
0,014 

through an isolation network to avoid cross-talk. The 
polarity-cross-correlation function was then calculated 
for systematically varying ratios ot signal-to-noise. 
The record lengths were varied to keep the estimated 
errors constant tor each run. 

Some ot the results are shown in Fig. IV-29-1. The 
amplitude ot the correlation function decreases sys
tematically with decreasing signal-to-noise ratio. The 

quality of the data deteriorates rapidly below S/N = 
0.2. The decay constants obtained from a least-squares 
fit of the data vary from ^ 1 . 2 to 12% (S/N = 0.1) 
from the true value of 1300 sec" ' , as shown in Table 
IV-29-1. 

At the longer delay times, the data with the higher 
S/N ratios exhibit a larger than expected talloff and 
show a downward curvature which resulted in negative 
backgrounds from the least-squares fit. This effect is 
thought to be due to quantizer saturation,' since only 
the high amplitude low frequency data contribute to 
the correlation function at these long delays. Under 
these conditions the correlation function is no longer 
amplitude dependent and has essentially a linear be
havior with time, indicative of the downward curva
ture. As the S/N ratio is decreased by addition of 
Gaussian white noise, saturation for long times at low 
frequencies is reduced and the data follow the expected 
behavior as evidenced in the results for *S/A' < 0.5. 
Similar saturation effects have been observed in the 
measured polarity correlation functions of high effi
ciency thermal reactor data. 

These results indicate that polarity correlation meas
urements with this particular equipment require signal-
to-noise ratios at least two times greater than those 
required for the full amplitude cross correlation ex-
lieriments. This limit is expected to apply to similar 
type equipment and is reasonable in view of the re
duced precision of the coarse quantization in polarity 
sampling. 
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IV-30. MATDIAG, A Program for C o m p u t i n g Multi level S-Matrix 
Resonance Parameters' 

P. A. MoLD.^uER, R. N. HWANG and B. S. GARBOW* 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of the computer program MATDIAG 
is to compute cross section resonance parameters from 
Wigner's iS-matrix.^'' 

Theft-matrix parameters (energy levels £ , and chan
nel amplitudes 7„) may either be specified individually 
in the input, or they may be generated statistically 
according to appropriate distribution laws. 

The computed cross section resonance parameters 
are the poles and residues of the coUision matrix,' 
which are useful for a variety of purpo.ses. They can be 
employed tor the direct calculation ot Doppler-broad-
eiied multilevel cross sections by means ot the Adler-
Adler cross section code,"" or for multilevel cross-section 
and neutron-flux calculations using the improved 
RABBLE program or other similar programs. Of par
ticular interest to the fast-reactor research program is 
the Doppler efi'ect ot the fissile isotopes in the low keV 
region, which has been studied by Hwang with the help 
of the MATDIAG program. '" 

The statistical analysis of the S-matrix resonance 
parameters that is performed in the MATDIAG pro
gram is needed for the precise specification of average 
cross sections where resonances overlap and is also 
useful for the interpretation ot cross-section fluctua
tions.'' J l o ldaue r "" has u.sed the program tor the 
study ot resonance-parameter statistics and for the 
clarification ot the averaging process. 

Two considerations necessitate the computation ot 
.5-matrix parameters in terms of R-matrix parameters 
in the region of overlapping resonances. 

The first step required to insure the unitary character 
of the collision matrix, w^hich imposes severe and gener
ally complicated restrictions on the resonance parame
ters, particularly when the number of competing open 
channels is small.'^ Second, there exists no satisfactory 
theory that gives the statistical properties of the S-
matrix parameters directly, but there is a very exten
sive and well-developed statistical theory of ff-matrK 
parameters.'^ 

The program generates resonance parameters by in
version of the level matrix and therefore requires the 
diagonalization ot a complex .symmetric matrix whose 
dimension is equal to the number of resonances included 
in the calculation. The version of the program used in 

earlier apphcations'""" was written for the CDC-3600 
computer and used in complex eigenvalue and eigen
vector routines of Ehrlich with a restriction to a maxi
mum of 50 resonances. The program described in this 
report has been significantl.y improved in the following 
ways: (1) The program has been converted to run on 
the faster IBM system 360-75; (2) the complex eigen
value and eigenvector routinesf written by Garbow" 
were used in place of Ehrlich's routine (this change 
reduced considerably the computer time required); 
(3) the modified version is capable of treating a maxi
mum of 120 poles; and (4) options are available to 
punch cards with Adler-Adler parameters'"^ for the 
Doppler-broadened cross sections in the modified 
R A B B L E ' format for the calculation of self-shielded 
reaction cross sections. 

THEORY 

The theory ot multilevel and statistical cross-section 
calculations has been discussed in great detail in Ref. 
12 and was further summarized in Ref. 19. We give here 
only an outhne containing the definitions required for 
an understanding of the MATDIAG code. 

The collision matrix elements can be written in the 
form 

S„. = exp [i(,t,c -f 0e.)] 

g>»g>c' 1 

«, + '-zirj' 

(1) 

where all parameters are assumed to be energy-inde
pendent constants and the multilevel cross section is 
given by 

TT I ( (2) 

whose energy dependence is directly determined by the 
resonance energies e,,, the widths T,,, and the residue 
amplitudes g^, , where the subscript c refers to a par
ticular chaimel. The program calculates these parame
ters from the eigenvalues and eigenvectors of the matrix 
B,,y, which is specified in terms of i?-matrix parameters 
E,, and •y,,c as follows: 

B„. = E,S„ • n 22 ("c + iTc)y,cy,c' (3) 

" Applied Mathematics Division, Argonne National Labora

tory. t The complex eigeiivecliir rmitiiH' is i 
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where, in the absence of a background 7?-matrix, 

a, -H ir, = 4,r(,Sl -)- iF,:)hl)/D (4) 

and 

7,ic = y^c/iylcf''^, (5) 

where Sl is the shift function with the /?-matrL\ bound
ary condition subtracted. This parameter can often be 
selected to be zero. Pc is the penetrability function, 
and D is the mean spacing of resonances; (7^ )̂ is the 
value of 7̂ c averaged over all resonances p.. These pa
rameters are determined by the optical-model trans
mission coefficient Tc in each channel c, which has the 
value 

and 

Tc = (6) 
(1 + }4rc)' + {y^<7cy 

For a fission channel, Tc should be associated with the 
penetration probability of Hill and Wheeler. 

The resonance energies ê  and the widths r^ are the 
real and imaginary parts of the eigenvalues of B^„ : 

B,pZT = (e,- i , iTx)Zi ' ' , (7) 

where Zl''* is the vth com])onent of the X̂ ^ eigenvector 
of B^„. 

The residue amplitude.^ are given by 

/DTC TC — i(Tc A 
The eigenvectors are normalized .so that 

T^tr = 1, 
and the normalization factor 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

is computed to obtain the definition of partial widths 

^^„ = \g,rf/N, (11) 

which add up to the total width 

r, = £ r , , . (12) 

For statistical analysis, the program also calculates the 
real and imaginary parts of 

E ;̂- (13) 

as well as their absolute values and phase angles. Also 
it calculates the generalized tran.smission coefficients.^ 

e^c = 2-KNIVJD (14) 

* The meaning of a^ and TC in more general circumstances is 
explained in lief. 14. 

». = Z l (15) 

(16) 

as well as the statistical parameters ' 

B. = I {glo)/(sJ f 
and 

B = {B,),. (17) 

Option is also available to print and punch cards 
with the Adler-Adler amplitudes for the Doppler-
broadened cross sections in the format of the modified 
R A B B L E ' SO that the self-shielded cross sections can 
be readily calculated. The Adler-Adler amplitudes for 
the Doppler-broadened cro.ss sections are related to the 
fundamental 5^-matrix parameters in the following 

<" = E/»'!•», (18) 

Hi" = T,Re^,, (19) 

G'/' = Relgl X esp {-i2R/\)] (20) 

and 

Hi" = Imlgl X exp (-i2R/\)], (21) 

where the complex reaction amplitude f̂  is defined as 

f. 
.-, (r„4- r.-) 

(2 

Another option available in connection with the 
Doppler-effect studies is to punch out cards with the 
initially generated fl-matrix parameters in the RAB
BLE format. Such information is useful in examining 
the validity of the Breit-Wigner equation, because these 
studies are often made on the basis of an ad hoc assump
tion that the single-level parameters and /?-matrix 
parameters are identical.' This assumption is correct if 
resonances are ^\idely spaced. 

DESCRIPTION OF I N P U T 

Input parameters include the number of resontmces 
NN, the number of channels NR, and the fl-matrix 
parameters ac, r, , E,, , and y,,c. 

The E„ can be specified in three ways; 
(1) They may be specified to have unit spacing with 

an average value (£,) of zero (picket fence). 
(2) They may be read in individually. 
(3) They may be specified statistically .so that the 

lowest E„ and the mean spacing D are specified 
and the individual spacings A, = E„+i — E, 
are generated randomly 
distribution 

to follow the Wigner 
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W{^JD) = I ^(AJD) exp [ - \ ^l/Ei''\^ . 

The y,c may be specified in two ways: 
(1) They ma}' be generated randomly to have a nor

mal distribution with unit standard deviation. 
This means that the yl, have a Porter-Thomas 
distribution. 

(2) They may be read in individually. 

DESCRIPTION OF OUTPUT 

The various collision-matrix resonance parameters 
are given in the output. In addition, certain statistical 
properties of these parameters are calculated, such as 
their averages, fheir dispersions, and their correlations, 
which are defined as follows: 

X A V = {X,)Y.NJNN, 

and 

X M S Q = ((Xl)- {X,t)/{X,f, 

X C O R R = ((A',+.X„) - {X,f)/{X,)\ 

When channels with large transmission coefficients 
(Tc > 0.5) are present, the distributions ot collision-
matrix resonance parameters are apt to be distorted 
near the edges ot the .set of resonances. For this reason, 
provision is made to exclude from the above averages a 
number NKK of resonances at each edge. 

T H E MATDIAG CODE 

The MATDIAG code consists of several subrou
tines, which are hsted in Ref. 1. The function of the 
main program is to read input information, set up the 
matrix B, and then piint and punch out the quantities 
ot interest tis obtained l)y other .subroutines. To set up 
the matrix B, random sequences of y,, and E, are gener
ated by subroutines RANN and ESUB, respectively, 
using the random numbers obtained in the subroutine 
RANF." Where the elements of B„ are exceedingly 
large, the matrix can be scaled down by a factor of SF 
specified by the users in order to avoid the possible 
overflow in the computation of the eigenvalues and the 
eigenvectors. 

The most important routines required are clearly 
those that compute the complex eigenvalues and their 
corresponding complex eigenvectors. Because the di
mensions of matrices of interest are generally very large, 
these routines must be fast and efficient to be of any 
practical interest. Two such programs available at 
Argonne National Laboratory are M A T S U B " and 
FRAXCC" with VCTR (unpublished). MATSUB, 
originally written for the CDC-3600 computer," has 
been converted to the IBM 360/75. It was found, how

ever, that FRANCC" is faster by as much as a factor 
ot three, compared with MATSUB. Furthermore, it 
avoids the direct evaluation of the determinant, which, 
for large matrices ot interest, causes overflow in MAT
SUB. Hence, FRANCC is recommended. Recently, 
another program that treats the complex .symmetric 
matrices of interest became available. This program, 
written by Seaton, is based on a modified Jacobi 
method. PreUminary tests have shown that Seaton's 
program is comparable to FRANCC in speed and is 
perhaps more efficient when the diagonal elements of 
the matrix B predominate or when onh' moderate ac
curacy is required. These programs will be compared 
further. 

Once the complex eigenvalues and eigenvectors are 
obtained, the main program computes and prints out 
the 5-matrix resonance parameters. Subroutines 
ORDER and ORDERl order the quantities | t, -
ev I VJ2 aud N,, in increasing order so that the statis
tical behavior of these quantities can be examined more 
readily. Subroutine AVERAGE computes average 
quantities required in the determination of the averaged 
cross .sections. The detailed de.scription and the FOR
TRAN listing ot this code is given in Ref. 21. 
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IV-31. Shielding Study for the University of Chicago Experiment i n Pioneer F/G 

C. N. KELBER and A. E. MCAHTHY 

INTEODUCTION 

During a six-week period, starting in April 1970, 
Argonne National Laboratory assisted the University 
of Chicago in assessing the possibilities of shielding an 
experiment planned tor Pioneer Mission F/G. This 
report is a summary ot the assistance given the Uni
versity of Chicago personnel. 

The experiment objectives included the measurement 
of electron fluxes in outer space and in the .lovian radi
ation belts. For that part ot the mission in interplane
tary space, the electron flux was to be determined by a 
type ot counter telescope involving a number ot solid-
state detectors and anticoincidence circuits. I t was 
considered desiralile to measure the flux of electrons as 
a function ot energy down to energies of the order of 
150 keV. 

Because of the direction and duration of its flight. 
Pioneer F /G is to be powered by radioisotope thermo
electric generators (RTG's) and chemical propcllants 
within the space craft, as well as by nozzles for the 
small rocket motors which are to be heated by radioiso
topic heating units (RHU's). These radioisotope 
sources are to contain Pu-238 as the maior source of de
cay heat. Pu-238 decays largely through alpha emission 
which is accompanied by some neutron emission, both 
from spontaneous fission and more importantly from 
{a,n) reactions in light nuclei. The alpha particle decay 
is easily shielded by structural material encapsulating 
the Pu-238. There is, however, isotopic contamination 
present, principally in the form of Pu-236. The latter 
isotope has a typical alpha particle decay chain ending 

in Tl-208 with a characteristic 2.6 MeV gamma emis
sion. 

Calculations and early crude measurements on simu
lated RTG's performed at Thompson Ramo-Wool-
dridge Company predicted a radiation level ot the order 
of 50-100 photons/cm--sec in the neighborhood of the 
ex])criment, and a fission neutron flux of the order of 
50 neutrons/cm--sec at the same location. The photon 
flux, and to a lesser extent the neutron flux, induce sec
ondary reactions within the electron detector. In par
ticular, there will be Compton electrons induced by the 
principal gamma-ray emissions at 2.6 and 0.8 MeV. 
The Compton electrons have energies in the range ot 
interest. There is no way to distinguish these Compton 
electrons from electrons incident from outer space. The 
target of our work was to determine it, within the 
limitations imposed by the conditions ot the outer 
space mission, the background of Compton electrons 
induced by radiation from the RTG's and RHU's could 
be reduced by a minimum factor ot 20 and hopefully 
by a factor of 100. 

The limitations on the solutions were essentially 
those ot weight and placement. The weight limitation 
was strict: no more than four pounds of material was 
allowed. The space limitation was less strict, provided 
the space in question was in the vicinity ot the ex
periment site itself. However, volumes ot more than a 
tew cubic inches were probably out of the question. 

There were three types of solutions considered: one 
was shielding at the radiation source. Such shielding 
would be constrained not to degrade the thermal cffi-
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ciency ot the source and had to be accommodated within 
the space limitations ot the existing design, there being 
no time tor redesign ot the space craft. Moreover, the 
weight distribution in the space craft could not be ad
versely affected. The second method ot solution was 
shielding at the experiment site and it was this method 
which received our greatest attention. The third solu
tion was to provide a source with a much lower level 
of contamination and, hence, radiation escaping from 
the source itself. While it does not seem possible to 
provide such a solution tor the Pioneer F / G Mission, it 
may be possible to provide such a solution tor the so-
called "Grand Tour" Mission tor late in this decade. 

In concluding the Introduction, we must record that 
the experiment to measure the low energy electron flux 
was abandoned, although it did seem that a marginally 
effective shield could be constructed, provided back-
scattering from the space-craft auxiliary fuel tank was 
not too effective. The emphasis therefore in this report 
is on the analysis ot what was done, as a guide to fu
ture long-range plans—especially tor the Grand Tour 
Mission. 

SELECTION OF MATERIALS 

The primary interaction process with which we are 
concerned is the process ot Compton scattering. When 
a photon is scattered inelastically and an atomic elec
tron recoils out ot an atom, Compton scattering has 
taken place. The energy taken up by the electron de
pends primarily on its recoil momentum. The Compton 
effect is predominant for the 1-5 MeV gamma rays in 
high Z materials. I t is predominant over a much wider 
range of photon energies in low Z materials. The photo
electric effect is predominant for the low-energy pho
tons and is the second process with which we are chiefly 
concerned. In general, the photo-electric effect is pro
portional to the proton number Z to the fifth power and 
decreases roughly as l / E where E is the photon energy. 
In general, the Compton effect increases with Z and 
decreases slowly with B, with a value typically between 
1 and 0.1 b/electron. From the foregoing we see that 
the major criteria tor shielding of photons in the energy 
range from 2.6 MeV downwards is the product ZN, 
where Z is the number of electrons, or equivalently the 
proton number ot the element, and N is the number of 
atoms ot the element per b-cm. The jiroduct is the num
ber ot electrons per b-cm and since the Compton cross 
section is somewhere between 1 and 0.1 b/electron, this 
product is an indicator ot the magnitude ot the macro
scopic Compton cross section in the material. Table IV-
31-1 lists the product ZN tor a selection of materials. 

Of the materials listed in Table IV-31-I, four were 
investigated further: lead, tungsten, depleted uranium 

TABLE IV-31-I. ZN FOU VARIOUS MATERIALS 
t,Z = proton number; N = atoms/b-cm) 

Element 

Fe 
Cu 
W" 
Os 
Ir 

ZN 

2.2 
2.5 
4.7 
5.4 
5,4 

Element 

Pt 
Au 
Pb 
U 

zx 

5.1 
4.7 
2.7 
4.4 

" At full density. 

(U-238), and platinum. Lead was selected because of 
its ready availability and easy machinability even 
though its product ZN is low. It is, ot course, a familiar 
shielding material. Tungsten, depleted uranium, and 
platinum are very similar in their shielding properties. 
The reason tor the choice of depleted uranium instead 
ot natural uranium is, of course, the presence ot the 
neutron flux which, through fission of the U-235 iso
tope in natural uranium, would induce high energy sec
ondary gamma rays. Even so, there is a small traction 
of U-235 in the depleted uranium and this might cause 
some additional trouble. None ot these three dense 
materials is particularly easy to machine, although 
methods exist tor working with all three. In particular, 
there are various alloys ot tungsten, primarily with 
nickel and copper which are only slightly less dense 
than the tungsten itself; these alloys are more readily 
machined. One such is called "heavimet". Depleted 
uranium is readily available and can be machined 
without special equipment, provided the scrap and fine 
metal particles are collected, while platinum requires 
provisions to recover the scrap because ot its high in
trinsic worth. Osmium, which is an obvious contender 
on the basis ot the product ZN was not investigated be
cause of serious questions about its availability and 
workability. Moreover, it is only marginally better 
than platinum. Both lead and gold suffer from the de
ficiency of being too soft. That is, under the severe ac
celerations to which the space-craft is subject, there is 
the possibility that the lead and gold might plastically 
deform and not only work ineffectively as shields but 
interfere with the experiment itself. In the case ot ura
nium, provision would have to be made to encapsulate 
the uranium so that chips would not break off and pos
sibly contaminate other experiments. This comes about 
because ot the natural emission of the uranium itself 
and its daughter products. 

METHOD OF EVALUATION AND RESULTS 

In the short time permitted for this preliminary in
vestigation, it was felt that highly sophisticated cal
culational methods would not be justified. Instead, 
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TABLE IV-31-II. G.VMMA-UAY ATTKNUATION FACTORS 

(INCLUDING BUILDUP) OF SLAH SHIELDS 5-CM THICK 

(calr}daled bij hand) 

Photon 
Energy, 

MeV 

0.8 
2 
2.6 

Uranium 

3.3 X 10-* 
2,6 X 10-= 
5.1 X 10-= 
2.0 X 10-= 

Tungsten 

2.0 X 10-" 
4.1 X 10-= 
4.8 X I0-= 
2.6 X 10-= 

Lead 

0.020 
0.15 
0,16 
0,10 

transport theory in slab geometry was used to calculate 
the transmission of photons through slabs ot material. 
These calculations were checked by hand calculations 
ot the gamma-ray attenuation factors including 
buildup. Attenuation factors were calculated by hand 
for shields of fixed thickness and isotopic point source. 
The attenuation factors were determined for source 
photon energies of 0.8, 2.6 and 8.0 MeV. The transport 
calculations were based on the use ot photon cross sec
tions originally computed by the use ot the code 
GAMLEG in which the Klein-Nishina formula tor the 
scattering of photons by electrons is averaged over an 
assumed photon energy spectrum and the scattering 
cross sections expanded in spherical harmonics. The 
cross section set used here, known as CK234, contains 
only the spherical harmonics ot orders 0 and 1, corre
sponding to the capability ot the neutron transport 
theory codes commonly in use at Argonne National 
Laboratory. The capability exists at ANL ot generating 
new cross sections of higher spherical harmonic order 
and using them in transport theory codes, but it was 
felt that time did not permit nor did the needs ot the 
preliminary investigation require such precision. 
Nevertheless, retention of only the zero and first-order 
harmonics is not a recommended procedure. In the 
transport problems a plane isotropic source was as
sumed at the origin of a slab of material 5 cm thick and 
infinite in the tw ô transverse directions. The photon 
fluxes were calculated at centimeter intervals through
out the 5-cm thick slabs and a vacuum boundary' con
dition was assumed at the right-hand side. The gamma 
flux attenuation factors calculated by hand methods 
arc tabulated in Table IV-31-II. The gamma fluxes 
from the transport calculations are in Table IV-31-III. 

The response of the detector to the gamma flux is 
expected to be proportional to the Compton cross sec
tion since the Compton electron production rate is 
equal to the gamma flux times the Compton cross sec
tion. The response will also be proportional to the effi
ciency for the detection of electrons, and this is as
sumed fiat over the range 0.1 to 10 MeV. Then using 
the results given by Goldstein and AVilkins' the Comp

ton response (actually the cross sections in Thompson 
units) is listed in Table IV-31-IV. This response func
tion when multiplied by the gamma flux found in Table 
IV-31-III is the relative response tor any given mate
rial. As an example, the expected response in platinum 
is tabulated in Table IV-31-V. The response in uranium 
is essentially the same as that in platinum with the 
exception tha.t the uranium is somewhat more effective 
at lower gamma energies and slightly less effective at 
the higher energies. Tungsten is less effective at all 
energies than either uranium or platinum. By examin
ing the ratio of the relative response at various depths 
of penetration through the platinum, one can arrive at 
an average attenuation factor per centimeter tor the 
platinum of 3.66 tor a 2 MeV source. Using this fac
tor, wc estimate that the attenuation of a 3 cm thick
ness ot platinum will be approximately a factor ot 50, 
which will meet most of the experiment objectives. 

The recommended solution is to use a shadow shield 
covering approximately 50% ot the detector body other 
than the face ot the detector itself, with about 3 cm of 
either platinum or depleted uranium. The reason tor 
the shadow shield is that otherwise the weight limit 
would be exceeded by a factor of two. Detailed mockup 
experiments are required to determine if backscattering 
from the space-ship components and other experimen
tal equipment is sufficient to require shielding over a 
more extensive jiortion ot the surface of the instrument. 
The instrument itself is in a housing that is similar in 
shape to a truncated cone. The broad base ot the cone 
contains the sensitive element and is not shielded. 
There are disadvantages to either form of solution. The 
platinum is estimated to cost, with machining, approxi
mately $10,000. This represents an expensive compo
nent which is essentially nonproductive ot data. The 
depleted uranium represents a radiation source which 
was shown to be negligible, provided the uranium is en
capsulated in a layer ot hea^-y material. Not only is 
the natural uranium emission itself a source ot radia
tion to other experiments but the other products of the 
uranium also contribute. This was noticed in some ot 
the mockup experiments carried out. 

EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS 

Crude mockup experiments were conducted at ANL 
by University ot Chicago personnel with ANL assist
ance. The experiments were conducted in an experi
mental cell in Building 316. Backscatter was undoubt
edly present from the nearby concrete walls and a large 
steel tank. Low-intensity sources were used, so count
ing statistics were poor. The summan,- ot results given 
here was prepared at the University of Chicago: 

"To investigate the extent to which given thick-
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T.\BLE IV-31-III. GAMMA FLUXKS TRANSMITTKD THROUGH 5-CM SLAHS FROM PLA.NE .SOURCES 

{Calculated by Pi transport theory) 

Photon-energy Range, 
MeV 

Lead 

Source Energy, Mev 

- 0 

-1 
-a 
-2.5 
-2.0 
-1.75 
-1.5 
-1.25 
-1.0 
-0.8 
-0.0 
-0.5 
-0.4 
-0,3 
-0,2 
-0.15 
-0,10 
-0,0 

8-0 
-5 
-1 
-3 
-2,5 
-2.0 
-1.75 
-1.5 
-1,25 
-1,0 
-0,8 
-0.6 
-0 .5 
-0.4 
-0 .3 
-0.2 
-0.15 
-0.10 
-0.0 

3.44 
3,7 
2.26 
2.8 
3.7 
2.4 
3.0 
1.8 
2.1 
2.3 
2.6 
2.3 
2.3 
1.05 
9.04 
7.07 
3.83 
4.0 
3.83 

- 3 ) . 
- 3 ) 
- 3 ) 
- 3 ) 
- 3 ) 
- 3 ) 
- 3 ) 

3) 
3) 
3) 
3) 
3) 
3) 
3) 
4) 
4) 
4) 
5) 
6) 

4.75 ( - 2 ) 
7.96 ( - 3 ) 
8.45 ( - 3 ) 
8.77 ( - 3 ) 
9.1 
7.6 
7.3 
3.4 
2.8 
2.2 
1.3 
1.3 

(-3) 
(-3) 
(-3) 
(-3) 
(-3) 
(-3) 
(-3) 
(-4) 

1.25 ( - 5 ) 

7.35 ( - 3 ) 
3.3 ( - 3 ) 
1.24 ( - 3 ) 
9.13 ( - 4 ) 
6.4 ( - 4 ) 
3.4 ( - 4 ) 
4.4 ( - 5 ) 
3.6 ( - 6 ) 

3.44 
6.37 
4.21 
5.4 
7.63 
4.99 
6.20 
3.7 
4.13 
4.26 
4.29 
3.38 
3.07 
1.42 
1.23 

(-3) 
(-4) 
(-4) 
(-4) 
(-4) 
(-4) 
C-4) 
(-4) 
(-4) 
(-4) 
(-4) 
(-4) 
(-4) 
(-4) 
(-4) 

0.932 ( - 4 ) 
0.453 ( - 4 ) 
0.04 ( - 6 ) 
0.009 ( - 7 ) 

5.48 ( - 3 ) 
1.33 ( - 3 ) 
1,38 ( - 3 ) 
1.33 ( - 3 ) 
1.24 ( - 3 ) 
9.29 ( - 4 ) 
8.2 ( - 4 ) 
3.8 ( - 4 ) 
3.28 ( - 4 ) 
2.36 ( - 4 ) 
1.21 ( - 4 ) 
0.1 ( - 4 ) 
0.02 ( - 4 ) 

Tungsten Platinum 

5,2 
9.93 
6.5 
8.4 
1.2 
8.07 
1.03 
6.3 
7.2 
8.1 
9.1 
8.1 
8.44 
4.2 
3.76 
3.1 
1.8 
2.3 
2.4 

- 3 ) 
- 4 ) 
- 4 ) 
- 4 ) 
- 3 ) 
- 4 ) 
- 3 ) 
- 4 ) 
- 4 ) 
- 4 ) 
- 4 ) 
- 4 ) 
- 4 ) 
- 4 ) 
- 4 ) 
- 4 ) 
- 4 ) 
- 5 ) 
- 6 ) 

8.37 ( - 3 ) 
2.2 ( - 3 ) 
2.4 ( - 3 ) 
2.55 ( - 3 ) 
2,7 ( - 3 ) 
2.3 ( - 3 ) 
2.3 ( - 3 ) 
1.13 ( - 3 ) 
1.02 ( - 3 ) 
8.4 ( - 4 ) 
4,9 ( - 4 ) 
6.3 ( - 5 ) 
0.5 ( - 6 ) 

3.9 ( - 4 ) 
2.5 ( - 4 ) 
1.17 ( - 4 ) 
1.05 ( - 4 ) 
6.8 ( - 5 ) 
3.4 ( - 5 ) 
5.68 ( - 6 ) 
5.1 ( - 7 ) 

2.6 ( - 3 ) 
5.5 ( - 4 ) 
3.7 ( - 4 ) 
4.9 ( - 4 ) 
t . l ( - 4 ) 
4.9 ( - 4 ) 
6.4 ( - 4 ) 
3.9 ( - 4 ) 
4.4 ( - 4 ) 
4.8 ( - 4 ) 
5.3 ( - 4 ) 
4.5 ( - 4 ) 
4.5 ( - 4 ) 
2.2 ( - 4 ) 
2.0 ( - 4 ) 
1.6 ( - 4 ) 
8,8 ( - 5 ) 
1,0 ( - 5 ) 
1.0 ( - 6 ) 

4.5 ( - 3 ) 
1.3 ( - 3 ) 
1.4 ( - 3 ) 
1.4 ( - 3 ) 
1-5 ( - 3 ) 
1.2 ( - 3 ) 
1.2 ( - 3 ) 
6.0 ( - 4 ) 
5.0 ( - 4 ) 
4,0 ( - 4 ) 
2.3 ( - 4 ) 
2.7 ( - 4 ) 
2,7 ( - 5 ) 

' x.xx{—y) is read as x.xx X 10-". 

nesses of heavy metal absorbers would shield semicon
ductor detectors from the radiations emitted by the 
RTG units to be aboard the Pioneer space-craft, ex
perimental studies were carried out at Argonne Na
tional Laboratory using gamma-ray and neutron 
sources and detectors typical ot the type to be used in 
the Pioneer experiment. The sources were supplied by 

3.55 ( - 5 ) 
1.92 ( - 5 ) 
7.36 ( - 6 ) 
5.36 ( - 6 ) 
3.0 ( - 6 ) 
1.38 ( - 6 ) 
1.68 ( - 7 ) 
3.21 ( - 8 ) 

0.9 ( - 5 ) 
4.8 ( - 5 ) 
2.3 ( - 4 ) 
1.8 ( - 5 ) 
1.1 ( - 5 ) 
5.4 ( - 6 ) 
9.0 ( - 7 ) 
7.0 ( - 8 ) 

the ANTJ people and were nominally 1 mCi of Co-60 
(gamma-ray energies of 1.17 and 1.33 MeV), 1 mCi of 
Na-24 (gamma-ray energy ot 2.76 MeV), and an amer
icium-beryllium neutron source with an activity of 
2 X 10' neutrons/sec. Studies were carried out pri
marily with a "windowless" lithium-drifted detector, 
called D-1, with a total thickness ot 414 p, a sensitive 
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TABLE IV-31-IV. COMPTON RESPONSE FUNCTION 

Photon Energy Range, 
MeV 

8-6 
-5 
-A 
-3 
-2 .5 
-2.0 
-1.75 
-1.5 
-1,25 
-1,0 
-0,8 
-0.6 
-0 .5 
-0.4 
-0,3 
-0.2 
-0.15 
-0.10 
-0 , 

Response Function 

0.09 
0.10 
0.12 
0.14 
0.18 
0.19 
0.22 
0.25 
0.26 
0.28 
0.31 
0.35 
0.40 
0.45 
0.47 
0.53 
0.60 
0.67 
0,74 

TABLl'^ IV-31-V. EXPECTED PLATINUM RESPONSE 

Platinum Thickness, 
cm 

3,0 
4,0 
5,0 

Relative Response 

56. 
13. 
4,3 

TABLE IV-31-VI. ATTENUATION FACTORS, A, FOR VARIOUS 

SOURCES AND SHIELDS 

Material 

Tungsten 
Uranium 

Tungsten 
Platinum 

Mjillory-2000 
Tungsten 
Phitinum 

Absorber 
Thickness, 

in. 

Top 

1'2 

IH 

1 
1 

H 

sides 

2 
2 

None 
None 

None 
None 
None 

Co.60 
(1.17; 1.33 

MeV) 

A(W) = 27" 
A(U) = 30 

A(W) = 18 
A(Pt) = 28 

A(Pt) = 3 

Na-24 
(2.76 MeV) 

A(W) = l b ' 

A(W) = 11 
A(Pt) = 16 

ACMall) = 6.7 
A(W) = 6,7 

• See Figs. IV-31-2 and IV-31-3. 
' See Figs. IV-31-4 and IV-3-15. 

depth of 359 p, and a sensitive area of 1.6 citf. This 
detector, hereafter referred to as D-1, was operated at 
20 V bias. The shielding materials studied were tung
sten, "depleted" uranium, Mallory 2000, and platinum. 

"For a given source-detector geometry, the measure
ments consisted ot taking energy loss spectra in D-1 

and observing the count rate from D-1 above a given 
discriminator level, under conditions of no shielding 
and shielding. The gross features of the experimental 
gamma-ray findings are summarized in Table IV-31-
VI, and the corresponding geometry is given in Fig. 
IV-31-1. The discriminator level is 155 keV for all 
measurements. The attenuation factor .4 is defined 
here as 

_ count rate from D-1 with no shielding 
count rate from D-1 with shielding 

The quantity A is then a function ot the gamma-ray 
energy from the source, the material used for the ab
sorber, and the thickness ot the absorber. Figures IV-
31-2 through IV-31-5 give the energy loss spectra in 
D-1 corresponding to the entrees in the first row ot 
Table IV-31-VI. The uranium used in these studies 
was found to give counts from D-1 in the absence ot 
any gamma source. Attempts were made to correct the 
data taken with uranium for the direct "emissions" 
from the uranium. Thus, the data for the uranium is 
to be considered less reliable than the remaining data. 

"From Table IV-31-VI, one sees that for given ab
sorber thickness, platinum is superior to tungsten at
tenuation (tor l'/4 in. absorber thickness) by approxi
mately 1.5 for both Co-60 and Na-24 gamma rays. 
Also, for a given absorber ot fixed thickness, the shield
ing is less effective (smaller A) tor the 2.76-MeV 
gamma ray than tor the ~ 1 MeV gamma rays. Figure 
IV-31-6 gives the attenuation A for tungsten as a func
tion of thickness for Na-24 gamma rays. Experimental 
points were taken for three thicknesses only but the 
curve illustrates the general dependence to be expected. 

"For a qualitative measure ot the effects ot "back-
scatter", the arrangement ot Fig. IV-31-7 was used. 
The change in count rate observed when the tungsten 

SOURCE OF Y= RAYS 

( DWG NOT TO SCALE) 

ABSORBER ON TOP 
OF D-1 

ABSORBERS ON 
SIDES" OF D-1 

F I O . lV-31-1. Experiment Set-Up. ANL Neg. No. ltti-137. 
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was substituted for the paper indicates a backscatter 
effect of approximately 20%. A similar measurement 
using platinum in place ot tungsten also showed an 
approximate 30% effect. Crude attempts at shadow-
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shielding suggested that shadow-shielding could be 
successfully employed. 

"The neutron source was placed at a distance ot 6 
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in. from D-1 so that approximately IO* neutrons/sec 
were incident on D-1 . The count rate from D-1 was 35 
counts/sec above 155 keV. A 2-in. thickness of lithium 
hydride between the source and detector appeared to 
have no effect on the count rate from D-1 . " 

The attenuation factor observed for 1.25 in. ot 
platinum (~3 cm) is only 16 to 28 compared to the 
estimated value of approximately 50. This error arises 
from three sources: 

(1) Backscatter in the experiment 
(2) Lack of conservatism in the calculations 
(3) Poor statistics. 

Nevertheless, the experiments and calculations are in 
good agreement on the relative worth ot the various 
materials. An estimate of the backscatter effect may be 
obtained by comparing the first and second entries for 
tungsten in Table IV-31-VI. It we estimate a constant 
attenuation factor per unit thickness between 1.25 and 
1.5 in., then we estimate that about 25% of the counts 
in the 114 in. tungsten experiment entered through the 
sides—that is, from back scattering. Eliminating these 
counts would increase A hy a factor ot 1.33. For plati
num this would yield A = 37. The other factors men-

>C^ x= 

32 

28 
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tioncd above should account tor the remainder of the 
discrepancy. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOE FUTURE WORK 

As can be seen from both the calculations and crude 
mockup of experiments, it is within reason to expect 
that a heavy metal shield ot platinum, tungsten, or de
pleted uranium would be satisfactory in a space craft 
experiment. If it is desired to measure the low-energy 
electron fluxes in the Grand Tour Experiment, such 
shielding will be necessary unless the irradiation from 
the sources, that is, the RTG's and RHU's, can be re
duced. We therefore propose that future work, be
ginning in the very near future, should concentrate on 
two lines. 

First, an effort should be made to ascertain if sources 
of low radiation level can be procured for the Grand 
Tour. Some of the ways in which such low radiation 
level sources can be procured are: 

1. Produce low Pu-236 contamination by irradiating 
Np-237 in a highly thermal flux with a clad mate
rial that does not yield energetic capture gammas. 
This reduces Pu-236 production via («,2n) and 
(y,n) processes. 

2. Electromagnetic separation. 
3. Chemical separation of Pu-236 daughter products 

following aging to allow the Pu-236 (3 year half-
life) to decay. 

4. Prepare Pu-238 from the irradiation of Am-241 
to Am-242 which decays to Cm-242. The Cm-242 
then decays to Pu-238.'=> 

Because of the time limitations and the necessary long 
lead time for the establishment of the design param
eters tor deep space probes, this survey cannot take 
very long. 

The second line of endeavor would be to optimise the 
shielding requirements for the space craft. The empha
sis should be on optimizing the shielding requirements 
tor all the experiments in the space craft considered as 
a system since the procedure ot optimizing shielding 
for each individual experiment does not necessarily 
lead to the minimum shield weight. The shielding 
limitation, for example, ot tour pounds tor the Uni-
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versify of Chicago experiment was based on the neces
sarily rough estimate ot probable needs prepared at a 
very early date without adequate knowledge of the flux 
distribution at the experiment site, nor of the detector 
sensitivity. 

Argonne National Laboratory has exceptional skills 
in the measurement ot low energy neutron and gamma 
fluxes and ot the operation of particle detectors in 
gamma and neutron fields. It would appear reasonable 
for the Laboratory to take on the task ot optimizing 

the space craft shield requirements with the space 
craft regarded as a complete system. This means in
volvement in the design of the Grand Tour space craft 
and experiment program at a very early stage. 
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